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5. A creatively courageous father

If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our personal history and embrace even the things in life that we did not choose, 
we must now add another important element: creative courage. This emerges especially in the way we deal with difficulties. In the face 
of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or somehow engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did not even 
think we had.

As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet God acts through 
events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide the beginnings of the history of redemption. He was the true “miracle” 
by which God saves the child and his mother. God acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative courage. Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no 
lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God 
come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned once 
again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the middle of the night to prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).

A superficial reading of these stories can often give the impression that the world is at the mercy of the strong and mighty, but the “good 
news” of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all the arrogance and violence of worldly powers, God always finds a way to carry out 
his saving plan. So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the mercy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God 
always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem 
into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.

If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being trusted to plan, to be 
creative, and to find solutions ourselves.

That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the paralytic, who lowered him from the roof in order to bring him to Jesus 
(cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those friends’ boldness and persistence. They were convinced that Jesus could 
heal the man, and “finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through 
the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20). 
Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they sought to bring their sick friend to him.

The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to eat, to find a 
home and employment. It does not take much imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face concrete problems 
like every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and 
hunger. In this regard, I consider Saint Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war, 
hatred, persecution and poverty.

At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel tells us that he gets up, takes the child and his mother, and does 
what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21). Indeed, Jesus and Mary his Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith.[21]

In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his Mother, from Mary, who “advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and 
faithfully persevered in her union with her Son until she stood at the cross”.[22]

We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously entrusted to our own 
responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be 
defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found in him someone who would not only 
save her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the 
Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood 
of the Church.[23] In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and his mother, and we too, by our 
love for the Church, continue to love the child and his mother.

That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).  
Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the child” whom 
Joseph continues to protect. For this reason, Saint Joseph is invoked as protector of the unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the 
poor and the dying.  Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a special love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus 
showed a particular concern for them and personally identified with them. From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and 
responsibility. We must learn to love the child and his mother, to love the sacraments and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each 
of these realities is always the child and his mother.

6. A working father

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time of the first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, is 
his relation to work. Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family. From him, Jesus learned the 
value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour.

In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning social issue, and unemployment at times reaches record levels 
even in nations that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance of 
dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron.

Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents 
and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal communion. It becomes an opportunity for the fulfilment not only 
of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is the family. A family without work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, 
tensions, estrangement and even break-up. How can we speak of human dignity without working to ensure that everyone is able to earn 
a decent living?

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of the world 
around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to 
rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is excluded. 
Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects 
so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review 
our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, 
no person at all, no family should be without work!

7. A father in the shadows

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father,[24] tells the story of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a 
novel. He uses the evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the 
heavenly Father: he watched over him and protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: 
“In the wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you travelled” (Deut 1:31). 
In a similar way, Joseph acted as a father for his whole life.[25]

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the 
responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a 
father to that person.

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s words to the Corinthians remain timely: 
“Though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should be able to add, 
with the Apostle: “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (ibid.). Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My little 
children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!” (4:19).

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather 
making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is 
traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the 
opposite of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly 
love. A possessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with 
a chaste love; he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and Joseph 
knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the centre of things. He did not think of himself, but focused 

instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was 
the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a 
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, 
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, 
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, 
whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead 
of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self would risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and frustration.

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new and unexpected vistas open up. Every child is the bearer of a unique 
mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of a father who respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that he is 
most a father and educator at the point when he becomes “useless”, when he sees that his child has become independent and can walk 
the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his own but had merely been 
entrusted to his care. In the end, this is what Jesus would have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for you 
have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9).

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a “sign” 
pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45). And a shadow that follows his Son.

* * *

“Get up, take the child and his mother” (Mt 2:13), God told Saint Joseph.

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his 
virtues and his zeal.

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles and graces, but to intercede for us before God, like Abraham[26] 
and Moses[27], and like Jesus, the “one mediator” (1 Tim 2:5), who is our “advocate” with the Father (1 Jn 2:1) and who “always lives 
to make intercession for [us]” (Heb 7:25; cf. Rom 8:34).

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the perfection of their particular state of life”.[28] Their lives are concrete 
proof that it is possible to put the Gospel into practice.

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). The lives of the saints too are examples to be imitated. 
Saint Paul explicitly says this: “Be imitators of me!” (1 Cor 4:16).[29] By his eloquent silence, Saint Joseph says the same.

Before the example of so many holy men and women, Saint Augustine asked himself: “What they could do, can you not also do?” And 
so he drew closer to his definitive conversion, when he could exclaim: “Late have I loved you, Beauty ever ancient, ever new!”[30]

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion.

Let us now make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 8 December, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year 
2020, the eighth of my Pontificate.
 
Franciscus

[21] Cf. S. RITUUM CONGREGATIO, Quemadmodum Deus (8 December 1870): ASS 6 (1870-1871), 193; BLESSED PIUS IX, 
Apostolic Letter Inclytum Patriarcham (7 July 1871): l.c., 324-327. [22] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58. [23] Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-970. [24] Original edition: Cień Ojca, 
Warsaw, 1977. [25] Cf. SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos, 7-8: AAS 82 (1990), 12-16. [26] Cf. Gen 
18:23-32. [27] Cf. Ex 17:8-13; 32:30-35. [28] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen 
Gentium, 42. [29] Cf. 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17; 1 Thess 1:6. [30] Confessions, VIII, 11, 27: PL 32, 761; X, 27, 38: PL 32, 795.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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a decent living?
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around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to 
rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is excluded. 
Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects 
so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review 
our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, 
no person at all, no family should be without work!

7. A father in the shadows

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father,[24] tells the story of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a 
novel. He uses the evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the 
heavenly Father: he watched over him and protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: 
“In the wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you travelled” (Deut 1:31). 
In a similar way, Joseph acted as a father for his whole life.[25]

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the 
responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a 
father to that person.

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s words to the Corinthians remain timely: 
“Though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should be able to add, 
with the Apostle: “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (ibid.). Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My little 
children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!” (4:19).

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather 
making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is 
traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the 
opposite of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly 
love. A possessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with 
a chaste love; he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and Joseph 
knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the centre of things. He did not think of himself, but focused 

instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was 
the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a 
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, 
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, 
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, 
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have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9).

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a “sign” 
pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45). And a shadow that follows his Son.

* * *

“Get up, take the child and his mother” (Mt 2:13), God told Saint Joseph.

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his 
virtues and his zeal.

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles and graces, but to intercede for us before God, like Abraham[26] 
and Moses[27], and like Jesus, the “one mediator” (1 Tim 2:5), who is our “advocate” with the Father (1 Jn 2:1) and who “always lives 
to make intercession for [us]” (Heb 7:25; cf. Rom 8:34).

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the perfection of their particular state of life”.[28] Their lives are concrete 
proof that it is possible to put the Gospel into practice.

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). The lives of the saints too are examples to be imitated. 
Saint Paul explicitly says this: “Be imitators of me!” (1 Cor 4:16).[29] By his eloquent silence, Saint Joseph says the same.

Before the example of so many holy men and women, Saint Augustine asked himself: “What they could do, can you not also do?” And 
so he drew closer to his definitive conversion, when he could exclaim: “Late have I loved you, Beauty ever ancient, ever new!”[30]

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion.

Let us now make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 8 December, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year 
2020, the eighth of my Pontificate.
 
Franciscus

[21] Cf. S. RITUUM CONGREGATIO, Quemadmodum Deus (8 December 1870): ASS 6 (1870-1871), 193; BLESSED PIUS IX, 
Apostolic Letter Inclytum Patriarcham (7 July 1871): l.c., 324-327. [22] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58. [23] Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-970. [24] Original edition: Cień Ojca, 
Warsaw, 1977. [25] Cf. SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos, 7-8: AAS 82 (1990), 12-16. [26] Cf. Gen 
18:23-32. [27] Cf. Ex 17:8-13; 32:30-35. [28] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen 
Gentium, 42. [29] Cf. 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17; 1 Thess 1:6. [30] Confessions, VIII, 11, 27: PL 32, 761; X, 27, 38: PL 32, 795.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet God acts through 
events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide the beginnings of the history of redemption. He was the true “miracle” 
by which God saves the child and his mother. God acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative courage. Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no 
lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God 
come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned once 
again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the middle of the night to prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).

A superficial reading of these stories can often give the impression that the world is at the mercy of the strong and mighty, but the “good 
news” of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all the arrogance and violence of worldly powers, God always finds a way to carry out 
his saving plan. So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the mercy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God 
always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem 
into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.

If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being trusted to plan, to be 
creative, and to find solutions ourselves.

That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the paralytic, who lowered him from the roof in order to bring him to Jesus 
(cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those friends’ boldness and persistence. They were convinced that Jesus could 
heal the man, and “finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through 
the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20). 
Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they sought to bring their sick friend to him.

The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to eat, to find a 
home and employment. It does not take much imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face concrete problems 
like every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and 
hunger. In this regard, I consider Saint Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war, 
hatred, persecution and poverty.

At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel tells us that he gets up, takes the child and his mother, and does 
what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21). Indeed, Jesus and Mary his Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith.[21]

In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his Mother, from Mary, who “advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and 
faithfully persevered in her union with her Son until she stood at the cross”.[22]

We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously entrusted to our own 
responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be 
defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found in him someone who would not only 
save her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the 
Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood 
of the Church.[23] In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and his mother, and we too, by our 
love for the Church, continue to love the child and his mother.

That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).  
Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the child” whom 
Joseph continues to protect. For this reason, Saint Joseph is invoked as protector of the unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the 
poor and the dying.  Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a special love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus 
showed a particular concern for them and personally identified with them. From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and 
responsibility. We must learn to love the child and his mother, to love the sacraments and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each 
of these realities is always the child and his mother.

6. A working father

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time of the first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, is 
his relation to work. Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family. From him, Jesus learned the 
value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour.

In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning social issue, and unemployment at times reaches record levels 
even in nations that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance of 
dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron.

Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents 
and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal communion. It becomes an opportunity for the fulfilment not only 
of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is the family. A family without work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, 
tensions, estrangement and even break-up. How can we speak of human dignity without working to ensure that everyone is able to earn 
a decent living?

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of the world 
around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to 
rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is excluded. 
Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects 
so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review 
our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, 
no person at all, no family should be without work!

7. A father in the shadows

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father,[24] tells the story of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a 
novel. He uses the evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the 
heavenly Father: he watched over him and protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: 
“In the wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you travelled” (Deut 1:31). 
In a similar way, Joseph acted as a father for his whole life.[25]

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the 
responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a 
father to that person.

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s words to the Corinthians remain timely: 
“Though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should be able to add, 
with the Apostle: “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (ibid.). Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My little 
children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!” (4:19).

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather 
making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is 
traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the 
opposite of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly 
love. A possessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with 
a chaste love; he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and Joseph 
knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the centre of things. He did not think of himself, but focused 

instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was 
the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a 
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, 
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, 
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, 
whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead 
of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self would risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and frustration.

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new and unexpected vistas open up. Every child is the bearer of a unique 
mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of a father who respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that he is 
most a father and educator at the point when he becomes “useless”, when he sees that his child has become independent and can walk 
the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his own but had merely been 
entrusted to his care. In the end, this is what Jesus would have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for you 
have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9).

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a “sign” 
pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45). And a shadow that follows his Son.

* * *

“Get up, take the child and his mother” (Mt 2:13), God told Saint Joseph.

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his 
virtues and his zeal.

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles and graces, but to intercede for us before God, like Abraham[26] 
and Moses[27], and like Jesus, the “one mediator” (1 Tim 2:5), who is our “advocate” with the Father (1 Jn 2:1) and who “always lives 
to make intercession for [us]” (Heb 7:25; cf. Rom 8:34).

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the perfection of their particular state of life”.[28] Their lives are concrete 
proof that it is possible to put the Gospel into practice.

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). The lives of the saints too are examples to be imitated. 
Saint Paul explicitly says this: “Be imitators of me!” (1 Cor 4:16).[29] By his eloquent silence, Saint Joseph says the same.

Before the example of so many holy men and women, Saint Augustine asked himself: “What they could do, can you not also do?” And 
so he drew closer to his definitive conversion, when he could exclaim: “Late have I loved you, Beauty ever ancient, ever new!”[30]

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion.

Let us now make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 8 December, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year 
2020, the eighth of my Pontificate.
 
Franciscus

[21] Cf. S. RITUUM CONGREGATIO, Quemadmodum Deus (8 December 1870): ASS 6 (1870-1871), 193; BLESSED PIUS IX, 
Apostolic Letter Inclytum Patriarcham (7 July 1871): l.c., 324-327. [22] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58. [23] Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-970. [24] Original edition: Cień Ojca, 
Warsaw, 1977. [25] Cf. SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos, 7-8: AAS 82 (1990), 12-16. [26] Cf. Gen 
18:23-32. [27] Cf. Ex 17:8-13; 32:30-35. [28] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen 
Gentium, 42. [29] Cf. 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17; 1 Thess 1:6. [30] Confessions, VIII, 11, 27: PL 32, 761; X, 27, 38: PL 32, 795.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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5. A creatively courageous father

If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our personal history and embrace even the things in life that we did not choose, 
we must now add another important element: creative courage. This emerges especially in the way we deal with difficulties. In the face 
of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or somehow engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did not even 
think we had.

As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet God acts through 
events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide the beginnings of the history of redemption. He was the true “miracle” 
by which God saves the child and his mother. God acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative courage. Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no 
lodging where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could, turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God 
come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned once 
again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the middle of the night to prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).

A superficial reading of these stories can often give the impression that the world is at the mercy of the strong and mighty, but the “good 
news” of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all the arrogance and violence of worldly powers, God always finds a way to carry out 
his saving plan. So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the mercy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God 
always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem 
into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.

If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being trusted to plan, to be 
creative, and to find solutions ourselves.

That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the paralytic, who lowered him from the roof in order to bring him to Jesus 
(cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those friends’ boldness and persistence. They were convinced that Jesus could 
heal the man, and “finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through 
the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20). 
Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they sought to bring their sick friend to him.

The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to eat, to find a 
home and employment. It does not take much imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face concrete problems 
like every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and 
hunger. In this regard, I consider Saint Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war, 
hatred, persecution and poverty.

At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel tells us that he gets up, takes the child and his mother, and does 
what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21). Indeed, Jesus and Mary his Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith.[21]

In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his Mother, from Mary, who “advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and 
faithfully persevered in her union with her Son until she stood at the cross”.[22]

We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting Jesus and Mary, for they are also mysteriously entrusted to our own 
responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came into our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be 
defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found in him someone who would not only 
save her life, but would always provide for her and her child. In this sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the 
Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood 
of the Church.[23] In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and his mother, and we too, by our 
love for the Church, continue to love the child and his mother.

That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).  
Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the child” whom 
Joseph continues to protect. For this reason, Saint Joseph is invoked as protector of the unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the 
poor and the dying.  Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a special love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus 
showed a particular concern for them and personally identified with them. From Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and 
responsibility. We must learn to love the child and his mother, to love the sacraments and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each 
of these realities is always the child and his mother.

6. A working father

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time of the first social Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, is 
his relation to work. Saint Joseph was a carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family. From him, Jesus learned the 
value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour.

In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning social issue, and unemployment at times reaches record levels 
even in nations that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance of 
dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron.

Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents 
and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal communion. It becomes an opportunity for the fulfilment not only 
of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is the family. A family without work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, 
tensions, estrangement and even break-up. How can we speak of human dignity without working to ensure that everyone is able to earn 
a decent living?

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of the world 
around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to 
rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is excluded. 
Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects 
so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review 
our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, 
no person at all, no family should be without work!

7. A father in the shadows

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father,[24] tells the story of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a 
novel. He uses the evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the 
heavenly Father: he watched over him and protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: 
“In the wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you travelled” (Deut 1:31). 
In a similar way, Joseph acted as a father for his whole life.[25]

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the 
responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a 
father to that person.

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s words to the Corinthians remain timely: 
“Though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should be able to add, 
with the Apostle: “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (ibid.). Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My little 
children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!” (4:19).

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective or possessive, but rather 
making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is 
traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the 
opposite of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly 
love. A possessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with 
a chaste love; he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and Joseph 
knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the centre of things. He did not think of himself, but focused 
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instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus.

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only trust. His patient silence was 
the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a 
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, 
discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, 
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, 
whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead 
of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self would risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and frustration.

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new and unexpected vistas open up. Every child is the bearer of a unique 
mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of a father who respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that he is 
most a father and educator at the point when he becomes “useless”, when he sees that his child has become independent and can walk 
the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his own but had merely been 
entrusted to his care. In the end, this is what Jesus would have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for you 
have one Father, who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9).

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with possession, but is rather a “sign” 
pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45). And a shadow that follows his Son.

* * *

“Get up, take the child and his mother” (Mt 2:13), God told Saint Joseph.

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his 
virtues and his zeal.

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles and graces, but to intercede for us before God, like Abraham[26] 
and Moses[27], and like Jesus, the “one mediator” (1 Tim 2:5), who is our “advocate” with the Father (1 Jn 2:1) and who “always lives 
to make intercession for [us]” (Heb 7:25; cf. Rom 8:34).

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the perfection of their particular state of life”.[28] Their lives are concrete 
proof that it is possible to put the Gospel into practice.

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). The lives of the saints too are examples to be imitated. 
Saint Paul explicitly says this: “Be imitators of me!” (1 Cor 4:16).[29] By his eloquent silence, Saint Joseph says the same.

Before the example of so many holy men and women, Saint Augustine asked himself: “What they could do, can you not also do?” And 
so he drew closer to his definitive conversion, when he could exclaim: “Late have I loved you, Beauty ever ancient, ever new!”[30]

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion.

Let us now make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 8 December, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year 
2020, the eighth of my Pontificate.
 
Franciscus

[21] Cf. S. RITUUM CONGREGATIO, Quemadmodum Deus (8 December 1870): ASS 6 (1870-1871), 193; BLESSED PIUS IX, 
Apostolic Letter Inclytum Patriarcham (7 July 1871): l.c., 324-327. [22] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58. [23] Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-970. [24] Original edition: Cień Ojca, 
Warsaw, 1977. [25] Cf. SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos, 7-8: AAS 82 (1990), 12-16. [26] Cf. Gen 
18:23-32. [27] Cf. Ex 17:8-13; 32:30-35. [28] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen 
Gentium, 42. [29] Cf. 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17; 1 Thess 1:6. [30] Confessions, VIII, 11, 27: PL 32, 761; X, 27, 38: PL 32, 795.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
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Join us online with the links below: 

将通过以下 Facebook 与 

Youtube 链接播放。

12月26日起，星期六，
早上10.00时

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

请点击链接观看。
别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，
并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞
，可获得堂区资讯与信息。



A Call to Share in God's Plan - The work of a 
Catechist is truly God's work. Because of this, 
a Catechist is called, not just to teach, but to 
partake in the mission of God to bring Christ's 
light to all. We ask for prayers that more 
people will respond to this calling and the 
grace for us to seek out the right catechists. If 
any of you feel called or would like to discern 
your call, please contact Nicolette at the 
following email: sppccdministry@gmail.com

The CCD Ministry is pleased to announce 
that registration for catechism classes for 
new applicants are now open for Year 
2021 intake. Catechism classes are 
currently conducted online every Sundays.

In tandem with registration for students, 
the CCD Ministry is also actively recruiting 
parents to join our team of catechists and 
parent volunteers. 
 
For more more information, pls email 
Nicolette at sppccdministry@gmail.com

Reg
istration for Catechism

1)  Fri Jan 1st 2021 - English Mass at 9.00am for 150   
 persons (Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God)

2) Weekday Masses - every Wed starting from 13 Jan  
 for 50 persons until further notice

3) M.A.R.S. Booking of Masses for January 2021
a. 1st weekend & all weekday Masses open on   
 29 Dec (Tues) at 9.00am 
b.  2nd weekend Mass open on 12 Jan (Tues) at 9.00am
c.  3rd weekend Mass open on 19 Jan (Tues) at 9.00am
d.  No limit for weekday Masses

4) TraceTogether required for SafeEntry check-in   
 and check-out using your TraceTogether App or   
 Token at our church

PARISH NEWS



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

Send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email or through Facebook Messenger below



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD Parish                                  
Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim, Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, 
alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 

SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE


