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434 registrants enjoyed the 2013 edition of the 
NBA Convention at the LaVista Conference 
Center in the Embassy Suites hotel. 
 
The conference opened on Wednesday with two 
management sessions.  Bob Evnen, an 
attorney for Woods & Aitken presented a 
workshop on Employment Law, EEO and Social 
Media, which for attendees, garnered stations 
with a full EEO credit.  
 

Approximately 50 people attended this particular session.   He was followed by Merit 
Gest, from Noll & associates, who presented on “Hiring People That Will Produce 
More and Stay Longer.”   Gest is currently President of Merit-Based Development, a 
company that specializes in developing the people who develop business. 
 
The Annual Business meeting followed the training sessions and all board members 
and officers attended this event, which covered several subjects.  (please see page 
15). 
 
That evening, the association enjoyed the 42nd annual Hall of Fame banquet, always 
one of the highlights of every NBA convention.  Inductees included long time 
Hastings broadcaster, the late Lloyd Thomas and former NBA Chairman and Omaha 
General Manager, Ken Fearnow.    
 
The banquet also featured an appearance by Governor Dave Heineman who was 
accompanied by First Lady Sally Ganem and Sally’s niece.   At the conclusion of the 
induction, a special surprise “NBA Legend Award” was presented to Dr. Larry 
Walklin, NBA Hall of Fame Chair, and co-chair for the NBA Freedom of Information 
and Cameras in the Courtroom committee recognizing him for his many years of 
service to the NBA. 
 
Thursday was truly a work day for those in attendance, starting with a meeting of 
managers with Congressman Lee Terry (see accompanying article—pg 16), which 
was conducted in a informal manner.  Station Managers were able to explain their 
individual issues regarding regulations and the FCC and Terry readily shared 
information on his Commerce committees dealing with the Commission and the many 
items that affect broadcasters. 
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2013 Convention (continued) 

 
Sales sessions included two morning sessions with long-time trainer Dan O’Day, including “How to Get Past 
the Gatekeeper” and “How to Get your Voicemail Returned.”   Although the subject titles sounded rather 
basic, the content was seen as very forward-thinking and relevant to today’s selling environment. 
 
One of the highlights of the convention was the Legal/NAB session which was conducted in much more 
relaxed style under the leadership of moderator, John Wells King, NBA Counsel.   King was joined by 
Fletcher Heald & Hildreth attorney, Matt McCormick and NAB Senior Vice-President of Government Relations 
Mike Hershey.   Normally these kinds of sessions, although informative and provide important information, 
are matter of fact presentations, but with King guiding the discussion, it proved to be one of the best two hour 
sessions of this nature in recent memory.  King is scheduled to return in 2014 to head up this session and will 
be joined by NAB and legal counsel next year.   Attendees all remarked on how well this particular meeting 
was handled. 
 
The keynote address at the annual luncheon was given by former Republican 
Presidential candidate, Herman Cain.   Many folks remember Cain as the CEO 
of then Omaha-based Godfather’s Pizza.   As expected, Cain gave one of his 
“stemwinder” speeches without using any notes.   He ventured early into politics 
and spoke about the “Unaffordable Health Care Act” and then encouraged 
broadcasters to use the power of broadcasting---to inform, entertain and inspire.   
The speech was given to a sold-out room. 

 
Dan O’Day returned after the lunch for a copywriting session called, “Improv to 
Improve—as a Copywriter and as a Performer.”  Concurrent with O’Day’s session 
were two more sales sessions from presenter Shayna Sharpe from Regional 
Reps, one of the convention sponsors.  She was followed by NBA veteran 
presenter Jim Mathis, whose subject was “Change Happens:  How do we sell 
value and benefits over pricing. 
 
A pleasant surprise was the radio programming session from “the unconsultant”  
Keith Hill,  and the reviews on his presentation were very positive.   He talked 

about “What is Great Programming? It’s about the music, coaching your air talent and more.” 
 
That evening, attendees enjoyed a “Fiesta” theme for the Awards of Excellence Banquet, featuring frozen 
margaritas and a live mariachi band.   The awards were ably hosted by Chairperson Angie Stenger who 
moved the program along at a record clip.   A newer, more streamlined presentation made the evening fast-
paced and entertaining.   Stenger was assisted by the 2013 Miss Nebraska USA, Ellie Lorenzen who 
presented the plaques to the gold winners.   
  
At the conclusion of the event, many people made their way to the Chair’s reception for more conversation 
and continued the fun evening. 
 
If you missed this convention, you missed a lot.  The 2014 conference will return to Lincoln at the newly-
remodeled Cornhusker Marriott hotel August 13-14.  If you attended THANKS FOR COMING, and if you 
couldn’t make it, we missed you, and hope you’ll be there next year!  
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Members of the NBA voted for the slate of officers and new directors at the annual meeting held at the 
Convention on August 14. They are: 
 
Officers 

Chairman-  Craig Eckert, Platte River Radio, Hastings-Kearney 

Chair-Elect-  Jason Effinger, Gray Television, Omaha 

Vice-Chair-  Taylor Walet, Clear Channel Radio, Omaha 

Secretary-Treasurer-  Joy Patten,  Three Eagles Communications, Lincoln 

Immediate Past Chair-  Angie Stenger, KUSO/KNEN, Norfolk 

Second Past Chair-  Jim Timm, KBBX, Omaha 

 
Directors 

Terms Expiring in 2014 

 Ulysses Carlini, Jr., KHAS TV, Hastings 

 David Birnie, KCNI/KBBN, Broken Bow 

 Patrick Maag, KDUH TV, Scottsbluff 

 Karl Bieber, Centurylink, Omaha (Associate Director) 

Terms Expiring in 2015 

 Dave Brock, KNCY AM/FM, Nebraska City 

 Jerome Gilg, Eagle Radio, North Platte 

 Andy Ruback, NRG Media, Omaha 

Terms Expiring in 2016 

 Dwight Lane, KRVN AM/FM, Lexington 

 Jeff Miller, KPTM/KXVO, Omaha 

 Ariel Roblin, KETV, Omaha 

 
Congratulations to these individuals for their service to the Nebraska Broadcasters Association 

New Officers/Directors for 2013-2014 Announced 
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Convention 2013 Photos 
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Hall of Fame Photos 
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Hall of Fame Photos (continued) 
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Awards of Excellence Photos 
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Awards of Excellence Photos (continued) 
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Awards of Excellence Photos (continued) 
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Emotionally Charge Your Commercials by Jeffrey Hedquist  

You know that stories are one of the most powerful ways to get and keep your 
audience’s attention, to motivate them and instill your message in their 
memories.  Emotion is the electricity that does the work. 
 
Inside each of us is a universe of stories. They all have helped make us who we 
are, most especially the emotionally charged ones. Want to always have stories to 
use in your radio commercials?  Think back and make a list of those emotional 
markers in your life. 
 

What times in your life were the most emotional, defining, powerful, or life changing?  You’ll know 
because when you mentally relive them, you’ll feel them in your heart and gut.  Interestingly, if your 
commercial stories are told well, that’s exactly where the listener will feel them.  And coincidentally, 
that’s where buying decisions are made. 
 
Here are some emotional starter questions to ask yourself: 
 

“When was I a know-it-all?  When have I let someone down?  When have I lost a love?  When 
didn’t I take responsibility?  When have I lied, cheated, misjudged? When have I disappointed 
myself?” 
 
“When did I overcome obstacles?  When have I stepped out of my comfort zone to succeed?  
When have I lifted someone up?  When has someone’s example changed my life?  When did I 
discover a hidden talent? When have I surprised myself with my own abilities?” 
 

If you ask yourself these questions or similar ones, you’ll unearth memories, which you can use to craft 
stories for your advertisers.  They’ll have power because they’re real. 
 
Your memory could be about your first day at school, when you first fell in love, something you 
remember that your Grandpa told you, a funny saying from one of your kids.  Write just enough 
description so you can recall the story later. 
 
Although each of us is a unique individual, there are some experiences we all share. Surprisingly, the 
more detail you recall and use in the story, the more specific it seems to apply only to you and your 
circumstances, the more your audience will be able to identify with it.  If you can touch the hearts of 
listeners with one that resonates with them, it will trigger the specific memory in their lives. 

 
If you set aside 5 minutes every day to write down a short description of a few of those stories, you’ll 
never run out of material for effective commercials. If you do more than 5 minutes, you might be 
tempted to quit after a few days because of the time commitment, so set a timer and just do 5. 
 
Then, when it’s time to write a spot, try matching a story with the advertiser and target audience and 
see what happens – storytelling, memory-making, result-getting magic. 

 
Want another way to break writer’s block for free? Email me jeffrey@hedquist.com and I’ll send you a 
way to use an old Saturday Night Live sketch to create a powerful radio campaign. No charge. 
 
 
 
© 1997 - 2013 Hedquist Productions, Inc. 
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Cathy Blythe Leaving KFOR Morning Show After 31 Years 

Marconi Award-winning radio personality Cathy Blythe has left the KFOR morning show after 31 years. 

Her last day was Sept. 13. 

Blythe, 64, will remain at KFOR (1240 AM) to host the syndicated “Problems & Solutions,” the self-help 
program she originated at the station in 1992, which airs from 9 to 10 a.m. weekdays. 

“This feels so right,” Blythe said. “I’ve been thinking about it for a year, prayed on it a little and received 
some input. People told me I would know when it’s time. You have to listen to your heart. I know this is the 
right thing to do and the right time.” 

Carol Turner, KFOR midday host and former morning show personality on sister station KX 96.9 (KZKX 96.9 
FM), succeeded Blythe on KFOR. The stations are two of six in Lincoln owned and operated by Lincoln-based 
Three Eagles Communications. 

Jill St. James has taken over Turner’s spot on KFOR from 10 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 3 p.m. St. James 
also continues to work in the KFOR newsroom. 

Blythe began working toward leaving the morning show in June 2012, when she started taking Wednesdays 
off. 

“I realized it’s OK if somebody else is sitting in my chair, which made it easier to take this next step,” she 
said. 

Blythe said many of her friends are retired and she wanted to spend more time with them as well as with her 
family. Her daughter and son-in-law recently moved back to Lincoln from Fargo, N.D. 

“I don’t want to leave entirely,” she said. “I’ll continue my baby, ‘Problems & Solutions.’ I plan to do that for 
eons.” 

Blythe won the Marconi Award in 2002 and 2005 for excellence in broadcasting and was inducted into the 
Nebraska Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 2011. 

She leaves on top. Blythe and co-host Dave Hilligoss had the No. 1 morning show among listeners 12 and 
older, according to the spring 2013 survey by media analyst Arbitron. 

2013 Nebraska EAS RMT Schedule* 

All tests occur on Tuesdays on the following dates: 
 
OCTOBER 15 AT 11:00 PM   

NOVEMBER 19 AT 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED) 

DECEMBER 17 AT 11:00 PM 

Schedule is also available on the Nebraska EAS Yahoo calendar: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nebraskaeas/cal 
 
* This is a list of the Required Monthly Tests (RMT) of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) for Nebraska broadcasters and cable 

systems. All times are Central. 
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The FCC has announced the sale of KNCY AM/FM, Nebraska City, NE to Mike Flood of Flood Communications 
for $810,000. 
 
The seller is Riverfront Broadcasting, (Doyle and Carolyn Becker), owners of seven stations licensed to South 
Dakota. Flood is involved in Flood Communications, LLC, owner of KUSO (US 92) licensed to Norfolk (Albion) 
and Flood also is a partner in Red Beacon Communications, which owns KNEN (Rock 94) also in Norfolk. The 
sale agreement was signed on August 15, 2013. 

KNCY AM/FM, Nebraska City Being Sold 

KNPL, North Platte, Goes on the Air 

TVNewsCheck, September 3, 2013 7:29 AM EDT 
North Platte, Neb. (DMA 209), has a new television station as Gray Television’s CBS affiliate KNPL (branded as 
“10/11 North Platte”) went on the air today. 

"The launch of KNPL-TV means North Platte now has its own local CBS affiliate, with its own news team, 
sales/marketing team, and creative services department,” said the station’s General Manager Susan Ramsett. 
“We're excited to be here and are looking forward to serving the viewers, businesses and organizations that 
call North Platte home." 
 
KNPL can be viewed over the air on Ch. 10, and soon on Ch. 10 on Dish Network and cable providers. 

The station’s office is at 400 North Dewey Street. "During the past few months, we've transformed this historic 
downtown space into a modern news and production studio with state-of-the-art broadcasting equipment,” 
Ramsett says. “This means 10/11 North Platte viewers can now see the area's first local newscasts in high-
definition, the latest advances in weather graphics, and live capabilities throughout the area." 
The station’s newscasts at 6:30 and 10 p.m. are, according to KNPL, the area’s first high-definition local news. 
The newscasts are anchored by Adam Uhernik, Kristin Bauer and meteorologist Rusty Dawkins. 

“We’re excited to give viewers in North Platte a high-definition choice for early evening news,” said News 
Director Stephanie Hedrick. “Plus, having a statewide network [Gray also owns stations in Omaha and Lincoln-
Hastings-Kearney] means we’ll be able to provide viewers in North Platte with local news and instant access to 
other news that matters to North Platte: daily Husker practice reports, updates from the Legislature, the State 
Fair or Husker Harvest Days … the possibilities are endless.” 

In addition to local news, weather, sports and CBS programming, the station will produce local shows 
including Pure Nebraska and 10/11 PrepZone Weekly. 

KOMJ (Magic 1490 AM) Sold 

Ted Tucker's Cochise Broadcasting is selling 1490 AM, KOMJ to Kona Coast Radio for $450,000. The 
purchase agreement was signed on August 12. Kona Coast is owned by Victor A. Michael, and operates 
several radio properties, including KIMI FM, Sidney, Iowa, as well a KIMB AM, Sidney, Nebraska (as Laramie 
Mountain Broadcasting, LLC). Cochise also owns one other Nebraska license, KHSK FM, Allen, Nebraska. 



Page 13 

continued on next page 

“Our secret weapon is no alternative.” That is what the former Prime Minister of Israel, 
Golda Meir said of her country's fight for survival. As broadcasters we find ourselves in a 
fight for relevance and survival in a marketplace in which we have been trivialized, 
compartmentalized and digitized. Yet we have no alternative but to define our ground, 
stand our ground and fight back all of the random entities that are trying to kill this great 
industry with the "death by a thousand cuts".   
 
Many broadcast outlets have consolidated on larger business platforms while some 
remain smaller entities. No matter what size the ownership we must support the 

Nebraska Broadcasters Association as a rallying point from which we can oppose those trying to extort 
unearned royalties, illegitimate rights fees and impose more forced governmental mandates and de facto 
advertising taxes. 
 
Nice rhetoric, now specifics.  As congress looks for ways to balance the budget, the elimination of 
advertising as a deductible business expense is "on the table".  Recently our President Marty 
Riemenschneider asked membership to contact their congressional representatives and express opposition to 
this possible change in the tax code. Instead of 60 or better copies of e-mails, he received only about 9.  No 
big deal?  Consider this, when in 1990-91 congress went about cutting deficits  we ended up with regulatory 
fees!  Thirteen years later how many tens of thousands of dollars has your company paid this non-tax, tax? 
 
Many times an issue comes to a head, a tipping point, where it is up to you as a member station or cluster 
to take action in the form of phone calls and e-mails supporting our industry's position.  The NBA needs to 
be able to assume that a request for member mobilizations will generate upwards of 60 voices, representing 
hundreds of individual call letters EVERY TIME, (and believe me we don't ask that often).  Your 
Representative, Your Senator whether state or federal needs to hear this chorus of strength.  When we let 
the other person do it and move on to other things our effectiveness as a lobby is diminished, leaving a way 
for those entities mentioned previously to harm our industry.  
 
Fact, it's not that tough to do, write a short paragraph, hit send.  Dial the phone leave your message.  I 
have personally witnessed phones in a Nebraska US Senator's office being answered by staffers who listen 
as the callers comment and write down those comments  to be submitted for compilation and consideration. 
Yes, the NBA does this as an organization, but when you do it as a voter, it adds gravitas with the elected 
officials’ staff. 
 
Specifically on the television side, we continue to advocate free market principles to allow local TV to be 
fairly compensated for their contribution to cable and satellite services. 
 
Radio faces what seems to be a never ending threat from the Performance Tax Issue the latest from NC 
Democrat Mel Watt in the House, who promises a bill to committee yet this year.  We are grateful to the 
Nebraska House Members who are united with us in opposition, and please don't hesitate to thank them 
when they appear around your station. 
 
We have to be of one solid voice. 
 
Please be vocal individually too. Let me, the Board Member and our NBA President know your thoughts and 
concerns.   
 
When you hear something that has wide ranging impact, when you when you want to serve the NBA in 
some way, speak up. 

Chairman’s Column by Craig Eckert 
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In 2014 the NBA will name a successor to our retiring (if not shy) Marty Riemenschneider.  Advertising for 
applicants will begin at the first of the year with the goal of a screening, interview and hiring process to be 
complete by May.  As Marty has done so incredibly successfully since 2002, our new President will also be 
tasked with all of the aforementioned issues along focusing a vision for what lies ahead.  
 
I am proud and humbled to serve as Board Chair not once but now for my second time.  I say with 
confidence that the competence and diversity of our Executive Committee, which serves as the search 
committee, and our full Board of Directors which will confirm the new candidate, will bring the NBA a quality 
individual to lead this great organization into the future. 
 
 

Chairperson’s Column (continued) 

Gray Television Announces Changes/Promotions in Nebraska-Owned Stations 

In the wake of the departure of President/COO Robert Prather, Gray Television has readjusted its executive 
responsibilities. The company will move forward under the leadership of President /CEO Hilton Howell. 
In all, seven individuals will be on the leadership team and reporting to Howell. Meanwhile, the COO position 
will be eliminated. 
 
Howell stated, “With the changes announced, I am confident that Gray Television’s incredibly talented 
individuals at every level of the company will have the leadership and support needed to meet the challenges 
of the future.”  The changes affect several individuals located in Gray’s Nebraska-based stations:  

 
* Jason Effinger moves from RVP for Texas and portions of the Midwest, and has been named as the SVP 
for Media and Technology, overseeing the technical and digital aspects of the company.  Susan Ramsett, 
News Director at KOLN/KGIN assumed the role of General Manager. 
 
* Charlie Effinger moved from RVP for portions of the Midwest to VP of Corporate Development. She is now 
in charge of program acquisition and relations with networks and syndicators.  Vic Richards, Promotion 
Director advances to Station Manager.  
 
* Lisa Guill, who has coordinated local production resources, capital projects, technology implementation, 
and workflow improvements, moves to VP of Production. 
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Board Briefs Summary of the NBA Board of Directors Summer 2013 Meeting, held 
August 14th, at the Embassy Suites Hotel in LaVista, NE. 

Chairperson, Angie Stenger called the meeting  to order at approximately 5:00 pm, 
immediately following the Annual Meeting. 
 
Minutes of the of the Spring meeting were presented, and approved. 
 
Secretary-Treasurer Taylor Walet presented the financial statements for May and June, 

2013, and were approved by the board.   Walet also gave a brief report on the balance in the NBA foundation 
account. 
 
Regarding government relations, President Riemenschneider reported that he had obtained signatures from 
both Congressmen Fortenberry and Smith on a letter asking that the FCC protect television station translators 
during the upcoming Spectrum re-packing.  Although Congressman Lee Terry had not signed onto the letter, 
he was in support of broadcasters on this issue.   Riemenschneider also reminded the directors that all three 
congressional representatives had agreed to co-sponsor H Con Res 16, the Local Freedom Radio Act, and that 
there were 152 co-sponsors on the resolution. (Note:  as of press time this number has increased to 166 
members of Congress). 
 
Regarding Member Services, Riemenschneider reported that the EEO Scholarship was much more successful 
for 2013, with two $1,800 scholarships being awarded.   He also reminded folks that there were several paid 
internships still available.  The alternative inspection process was being conducted again by Tom Toenjes and 
other items that were briefly mentioned were Webinars, P1 Selling, LBS and EAS. 
 
Riemenschneider reported that the public service committee had decided to forego the PSA campaign and that 
the association will be developing a new public service campaign fashioned somewhat after the NAB’s “We are 
broadcasters” campaign, called, “We are Nebraska Broadcasters.”   It is expected that the new campaign will 
be rolling out in early 2014. 
 
Chairperson Stenger reminded the board that the 2014 convention will be held at the newly remodeled 
Cornhusker Marriott in Lincoln, August 13-14. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 in order to prepare for the Hall of Fame banquet. 

FTC Approves Arbitron Sale to Neilsen 

Nielsen’s $1.3 billion deal to buy Arbitron will be allowed to move forward under an agreement between the 
companies and the Federal Trade Commission.  Under the terms of the deal with regulators, no spin-offs will 
be required.   But Nielsen will be required to license software and ratings products to other companies who 
are approved by the FTC for up to eight years.  It will allow comScore to continue developing a cross-
measurement project for ESPN that began in September 2012 with Arbitron.  In a statement, Nielsen said its 
agreement with the FTC doesn’t affect “the strategic rationale of the acquisition or the anticipated benefit” 
from its Arbitron deal. 
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 October 21   November 18            December 16  

All programs scheduled to air at 2pm Central, 1pm Mountain. 

All Governor’s Call In shows originate from KFOR, Lincoln and the satellite uplink is provided from 
the Husker Sports/IMG Network.  Schedule is subject to change upon the availability of Governor 
Heineman.    

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2013 

New NCSA/PEP Partnership Announced 

The NBA has a new NCSA starting on October 1st!   A radio only partnership has been inked with the 
Nebraska Safety Center at the University of Nebraska at Kearney.    Spots have been sent out and we hope 
that our radio members will be airing this campaign along with NHHS, NARG and NSEA partnerships. 
 
Darla Morris, Business Manager at the Nebraska Safety Center explains, “the Nebraska Safety Center at the 
University of Nebraska-Kearney exists to conserve human and economic resources through safety education 
and accident prevention.   With your (radio’s) help, we hope to continue to bring safety awareness to all 
citizens of Nebraska.” 
 
Craig Eckert, NBA Chair, urges stations to please air these spots as they provide great information for 
Nebraskans.   The schedule will run from October 1, 2013-February 28, 2014. 

Nebraska Second District Congressional Representative Lee Terry 
was recognized for his support in the U.S. House of Representatives 
for broadcasting in Nebraska.  Terry currently serves on the influen-
tial Energy and Commerce committee which has oversight for the 
FCC, and is Chairman of the Subcommittee of Commerce, Manufac-
turing and Trade.  In addition, Lee sits on two other subcommittees 
as a senior leader on the Committee. 
 
In the past, he has co-sponsored the Local Radio Freedom Act and 
was one of the original co-sponsors of  the new Local Radio Free-
dom Act (H. Con.Res 16), a resolution that opposes “any new per-

formance tax, royalty or other charge” on local broadcast radio stations. 
 
“Congress should not impose any new performance fee, tax, royalty, or other charge relating to the public 
performance of sound recordings on a local radio station for broadcasting sound recordings over-the-air, or 
on any business for such public performance and sound recordings, “ reads the Local Radio Freedom Act. 
At press time , there are now 166 House co-sponsors of the act. 
 
Terry has also taken supportive positions for television broadcasters, for the upcoming Spectrum Auction 
and repacking, as well as the issue of Retransmission Consent. 
 
He was given the coveted NBA Chairman’s Award for his consistent support of the broadcasting industry at 
his appearance at the NBA Annual Convention, this past August in Omaha.  

Congressman Lee Terry Receives Chairman’s Award 
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NBA Recognizes the 2013 Scholarship Winners 

The NBA Foundation is proud to announce this year’s winners of the growing number of scholarships being 
offered by the association.   Several of the scholarship winners attended the Hall of Fame banquet and were 
recognized that evening.   Last fall the board of directors added a new scholarship for Hastings College as 
well as Southwest Community College.  Congratulations to this year’s scholarship winners.  The recipients 
were chosen by the broadcast faculty of the various institutions. 
 
The 2013 scholarship winners are: 
 

EEO Scholarships 
 
Lauren Sawyer, a graduate of Gretna High School who is attending Hastings College majoring in 
Broadcasting and a minor in communication studies.   Her career goal is to work as a reporter following 
graduation, and hopes to earn an anchor position at the news desk and inform the community and 
enlighten them about social issues.   Lauren has a perfect 4.0 grade point average. 
  
Lindsey Berning, who graduated from Lincoln Pius X High School in Lincoln is a senior at the College of 
Journalism and Mass Communications at UNL.  Lindsey has already had four internships in her three years 
of college and is looking for additional opportunites.  Her latest internship was in the office of Attorney 
General Jon Bruning where she worked in media relations. 
 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 

Joy Carey was born and raised in Omaha and began her interest in broadcasting at 10 when she was given 
a watch with a radio in it.   A graduate of Omaha Northwest High School, she has double major in 
Communication Studies and Broadcasting.   She has a wide range of interests in broadcasting and is 
considering a future career in radio theater or Christian radio ministry. 
 
Kelli Green is majoring in broadcasting and psychology with a minor in music.  She has interned for the 
Star City News as well as Corn Fed Sports,  a social media website started by UNL journalism students 
which cover all Husker sports.   She loves music and sports and dreams of someday working as a 
broadcaster covering college sports or Broadway shows. 
 
Derek Niewohler  graduated from Scribner-Snyder High school and double majoring in the College of 
Journalism and Mass Communications in Broadcast Production and Advertising/PR.  His future plans involve 
working at either a radio or television station, mostly behind the scenes and also going for a graduate 
degree in either communications and/or education.  His ultimate goal is to return to academia and become 
a teacher. 
 
Sara Slater is originally from clay Center and graduated as salutatorian at Sandy Creek High School.  She 
is currently a double major in Broadcasting and Advertising and Public Relations.   She wants to pursue 
news broadcasting as a reporter or work in public relations. 

 
University of Nebraska-Omaha 

 
Tanner J. Kahler, who is majoring in Broadcasting-Broadcast News, works with 
UNO Campus Recreation and is an intern at KETV, NewsWatch 7 in Omaha.   He has 
also worked with MavRadio as on-air talent. 

 
 
 

continued on next page 
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Scholarships (continued) 

University of Nebraska-Kearney 
 

Bryce Dolan was raised in Minden.  His first experience in broadcast was as an DJ and Emcee for the 
Complete Music franchise, and then was involved with the UNK’s campus station, KLPR.  He has not only 
hosted his own shows, but also comedy, sports and talk shows.   After graduation, Bryce 
hopes to work at a thriving radio station where can start gaining more experience and 
build his career. 

 
Hastings College 

 
Melissa Ninemire is a senior at Hastings and a graduate from Falcon High School in 
Falcon, CO. 
She is a broadcasting major with a sports emphasis and visual media minor.  She has most 
recently been the Executive Producer for HCTV.  She has been involved in sports 
broadcasting and this past summer was the Media Relations person for the Colorado 
Rapids MLS soccer team.   Melissa is looking to find a career in video editing in sports, 
television, or film. 

 
Cam Penner , a junior at Hastings, is majoring in both broadcasting and web 
communication design.  He is co-webmaster of the student-run media website, 
hcmediaonline.org and has shot, written and edited news packages and promo videos for 
HC Media and Hastings College.  Currently he is creating a web series that focuses on 
telling the story of musicians that are in the beginning stages of their careers.   He hopes to 
use his background in video production and web design to eventually start his own 
business. 

 
Doane College 

 
Jay Grote, from Gering, is double majoring in Journalism and Media and Information Technology.   He was 
drawn to media where he listened to KNEB and watched KDUH TV.   Being inspired by broadcasting, he got a 
job at KNEB at age 15 as a weekend board operator.  He now is the Station Manager for KDNE radio and 
graphics editor for DCTV and occasionally anchors for the campus TV news.  Jay’s future plans are to 
successfully complete his degree at Doane and go on to serve his community back home. 
 

Wayne State College 
 

Jason Geu is a junior at WSC.  He is former GM of the campus radio stations KWSC FM.  
While there, the station won three consecutive station of the year award from the Nebraska 
collegiate Media Association.  He works for Northstar, an organization that provides care for 
mentally and physically disadvantaged adults.   As a nontraditional student he hopes to 
take advantage of the WSC International Studies Program and hope to find a media related 
internship in the Wayne Community prior to his graduation next 
year. 
  
Samantha Roh is a senior at Wayne State College and spent her 
summer as an intern for the Omaha Stormchasers.  She is president 
elect of the Media Club and Special Events Production Manager for 
KWSC-TV.  This fall she is in charge of the operation of the 

scoreboard at Bob Cunningham Field.  She is a member of the S.P.O.R.T.S Club, Circle K 
and Lambda Pi Eta.  Her dream job would involve both sports and media.  
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NBA Attends NAB/RAB Radio Show in Orlando 

NBA President Marty Riemenschneider  journeyed to Orlando 

last week for the NAB/RAB Radio Show and with other state 

association directors for the semi-annual NASBA (National 

Alliance of State Broadcaster Associations) meeting also held 

at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort.   

 

One of the bigger sessions at the convention dealt with the future of AM Radio.   The takeaway there was 

that under the urging of FCC commissioner Pai, AM stations will be able to apply for an FM translator, when 

that filing window becomes available.  

 

At the NASBA meetings, several senior staffers of the NAB made presentations on FCC matters and 

regulations, including NAB Chairman/CEO Senator Smith.   The NAB staff reviewed the latest updates on 

items such as the Performance Tax, removing the tax exemption on advertising at the federal level,  

STELLA, re-transmission consent, to name a few.    

 

Bud Walters from the Cromwell Group and Jeff Smulyan from Emmis gave a report on the new FM Chip 

which is now available in Sprint cellphones  and demonstrated a working model of the cellphones for the 

attendees.   They urged stations to participate in this new program and reported that early adoption and 

sales of the FM chip-equipped phones is very encouraging.  

 

A “sharing session” proved to be most informative for the state executive directors who attended the 

NASBA meeting.   Riemenschneider noted that he came away with some great new ideas he hopes to 

implement in the next few months. 

 

Riemenschneider also met with representatives from the Army National Guard and signed the  NCSA/PEP 

agreement for 2014, extending the long-running partnership for another year.   

 

Other Nebraska-based attendees included David Kelly, KTCH/KCTY, Wayne and Senator Mike Flood, owner 

of KUSO/KNEN in Norfolk and pending FCC approval, KNCY AM/FM in Nebraska City.   Gary Buchanan,   

President of Three Eagles Communications, Lincoln appeared on a panel at the conference dealing with 

compensation.   Speed Marriott, from P1 Selling also was featured on a panel of well-known sales 

consultants on  Friday, September 20, and spoke on “closing the sale”.    

 

Riemenschneider  met with NBA legal counsel John Wells King, who also attended the show and discussed 

EEO Audits and that stations can utilize John’s guide on how to better survive and EEO audit and comply 

with FCC EEO policies.   The guide will be re-distributed to member stations via email.    

 

Attendance figures were flat compared to 2012, but most folks were generally optimistic about radio’s 

future.  
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Long Time Broadcaster/Lottery Manager, Tom Johnson Retires 

As  Tom “TJ” Johnson explained recently, “I’m pulling the plug, and its been a 
great ride!” 
 
Johnson, Media & Events Manager with the Nebraska State Lottery is hanging it up 
after more than 44 years as a broadcaster and 20 years with the state lottery.   How 
old is this guy, anyway? Or is it poor math skills? 
Johnson had a great run as a broadcaster.   He broke into the business at KDZA and 
KAPI in Pueblo, Colorado.  He then served in the Navy for four years, doing 
broadcasting aboard ships/and shore.   When his service was completed, it was back 
into radio at WITZ in Jasper, Indiana for four more years followed by four years at 
WAAC in Terre Haute, Indiana. 
 

He then moved to Nebraska to take a position with KBON in Omaha and then moved over to KFAB where he 
spent the next 25 years.   TJ is remembered for his wonderful voice and his scoreboard show during the 
broadcasts of the Husker games. 
 
He transitioned from broadcasting to the Nebraska State Lottery in the 90’s where he 
was the Media & Events Manager for the past 20 years.   He remained connected with 
his many broadcasting friends in his position at the lottery.   After a shot at retirement 
a few years ago, he was talked back into staying on with the lottery and announced 
his “real”retirement on August 28, 2013.   His official retirement date was Friday, 
September 27th. 
 
Many broadcasters who have attended the NBA convention over the years have seen 
TJ dutifully manning the Lottery booth, handing out scratch cards and lottery gifts.   
He’s continued to have a great relationship with broadcasters all over the state, and he 
will be missed. 
 
Please send your best to TJ and we congratulate him for a great career as a broadcaster and friend.   

NBA Calendar 

November 1, 2013-Reception for Broadcasters, Andersen Hall, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
College of Journalism & Mass Communications-   Reception is in appreciation for recent 
donation to the College for new equipment-   (Invitations will be sent out from the University of 
Nebraska Foundation). 

 

November 2, 2013-NBA Fall Board of Directors Meeting,  Andersen Hall, College of Journalism & Mass 
Communications, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Time TBA 

 

February 24-26, 2014-NAB State Leadership Conference, J.W. Marriott, Washington, DC 

 

April 5-10, 2014 -NAB Show, Las Vegas, NV 

 

August 13-14, 2014-80th Annual NBA Convention, Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, Lincoln, NE 

 

September 10-12, 2014-NAB Radio Show, Indianapolis, IN  
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Awards of Excellence Winners! 

RADIO 
Service to Community-  KBBK, Lincoln-  “Christmas Wish” 

Service to Children-KUSO/KNEN, Norfolk- “Team Jack” 

Service to Business, Industry, Government or Education- KUSO, Norfolk- “Norfolk 

Now” 

Service to Agriculture- WJAG, Norfolk- “Farmers Style” 

Spot News Reporting- NET News, Lincoln- “Charlie Rogers Sentencing” 

In-Depth or Investigative Story or Series- NET Radio, Lincoln- “Epidemic of Violence” 

Best Newscast- KFAB, Omaha- “5:30 AM News” 

Best Play by Play/On the Scene Sports Reporting- KHAS, Hastings- “State Volleyball Championship” 

Best In-Depth Sports Story or Series-  NET Radio, Lincoln- “NU Athletic Director Transition” 

Best Sportscast- KFAB, Omaha- “Jim Rose 6:20 AM Sports” 

Best Commercial- KQKQ, Omaha- “Orange Leaf- Spoons” 

Best Promotional Spot Announcement or Campaign- KFAB, Omaha – “The Great American Radio Auction” 

Best Station Website- NET Radio, Lincoln- “netnebraska.org 

 
STUDENT RADIO 
Public Service Announcement-  KVNO, Omaha- “UNO Health Screenings” 

Promotional Announcement- KLPR, Kearney- “Kearney Heart Chase” 

News Story-KRNU, Lincoln- “Bethany Hearst Fairness Ordinance” 

News Feature- KRNU, Lincoln- “Lanny Hearst Debate” 

Spots Story-KRNU, Lincoln- “Southern Miss Review” 

Live Sports Event- KRNU, Lincoln- “Big Ten Championship- NU vs Wisconsin” 

 

TELEVISION 
Service to Community-  KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “Heartland United Way” 

Service to Children- KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “Team Jack” 

Service to Business, Industry, Government or Education-  WOWT, Omaha- “Baby Christian” 

Service to Agriculture- KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “No Water Platte” 

Best Spot News Reporting, KETV, Omaha- “March Snowstorm” 

Best In-Depth or Investigative Story or Series- KETV, Omaha- “In Depth- Mission to Africa” 

Best Newscast- KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “KOLN Newscast” 

Best Play by Play/On the Scene Sports Reporting-  NET Television, Lincoln- “Nebraska vs. Creighton 

Baseball” 

Best In-Depth or Investigative Story or Series- KLKN, Lincoln- “T.O. Special” 

Best Sportscast- KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln- “KOLN Sportscast” 

Best Commercial- KPTM, Omaha- “American National Bank” 

Best Promotional Spot Announcement or Campaign- KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln-Grand Island- “On the Line” 

Best Station Website-  KETV, Omaha-  “ketv.com” 


