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CHRISTMAS CHARM 
Journal Blatná january 2014 

 
I don´t think that there is a difference in 
value if you help during Christmas time 
or during the year, yet I have to admit 
that Christmas time, especially for the 
kids,  has a special charm that makes 
them do things they would normally not 
even think of or  makes them support 
projects for which there is never time 
during the year. And this is exactly what 
happened at our primary school ZS TGM 
before Christmas. Let me share with you 
our story. During the Christmas time we 
often talk about Christmas with our 
children -  what does Christmas mean to 
them or how do people in different parts 
of the world celebrate Christmas. And 
this discussion inspired our final year -
the 9th grade pupils with an idea of a 
distant adoption. The members of our 
school Pupils´ Parliament  already have 
experience with their own charity 
activities, we cooperate with asylum 
houses and homes for elderly people, 
we  support the national fund-raising 
events  (e.g. Red ribbon, Flower day, 
Life for Children, Cornflower), but the 
distant adoption still seemed to us as a 
too big commitment. That is why we 
have decided to support education in 
Africa. Katerina Ruzova - the 9th grade 

pupil and the chairperson of the Pupils Parliament, has found and approached an appropriate 
organization- the Narovinu Centre, obtained promotional materials from them, informed the Centre 
about our charity fund-raising and the Centre Narovinu offered to organize a presentation with 
discussion at our school premises. The next step was to come up with the name of the event and to 
attract people that can help with the event. All turned out well and “Christmas Charm” came into being.  
The Pupils´ Parliament contacted Mrs. Hanka Bausova – the chairwoman of our school Parents´ 
Association and asked for cooperation, which they offered -  the mums from the association made 
home-made Christmas candies for the event and delivered them to our school on December 16. Other 
2 members from the Pupils´ Parliament made posters for each classroom, prepared the 
announcement for our school broadcast and helped to prepare small packets with candies and 
materials from the Narovinu Centre. The charity event and the sale started at our school on December 
17 and we managed to obtain an unbelievable amount of 5,503 CZK. Our teachers took an active part 
in this event as well – either with the candies baking or with the purchase of them. 
We would like to thank all the mums, grand-mums and teachers for the candies baking, Mrs. Hanka 
Bausova for the help with the organization and with the invitation to the home for elderly people where 
we managed to sell a lot of charity packets. Last but not least we would also like to thank our  pupils 
and their parents, who purchased our candies and thus supported our “Christmas Charm” event. 
And finally on behalf of the Pupils Parliament I  would like commend Anicka Venclova and Julie 
Jestrabova who supervised the preparation of the event during the time when the coordinators and the 
chairperson of the Pupils Parliament were absent from school due to their out-of town meeting. 
Ludmila Ruzickova, M.A., the coordinator of  Pupils´ Parliament of the primary school TGM Blatná 



Charity collection “Christmas Charm” by children´s eyes 
On December 16th and 17th a charity collection called “Christmas Charm” took place at our school. The 
event was organized by our Pupils´ Parliament, whose members carefully prepared the whole event. 
The aim of the event was to collect as much money as possible for African kids, who are not as lucky 
as we are and are not able to obtain education. We cooperated with Narovinu Centre during this 
event. And what did we do? 
At first the 9th grade pupils together with their teacher Mrs. Ruzickova came up with an idea that during 
the pre-Christmas time we could help somebody who doesn´t have as easy life as we do, for example 
the African kids. But we had to think it through and come up with a proposal how to do it. The final  
idea was to sell  Christmas candies. We asked for help mums from our school Parents´ Association to 
bake the candies. And they baked a lot and we would like to thank them very much. On Monday the 
volunteers from the Pupils´ Parliament met and made small candies packets. All together we had 442 
packets, that we were selling the following day.  We had a small booth installed in our school hall and 
we also went round and sold candies in each classroom. The following day we sold  by going round 
the classrooms and also went the home of elderly people, where we sold to the elderly and their 
nurses. Not only the pupils from our school, but also their  parents  had an opportunity to purchase the 
candies which we left for sale at the after-school childcare. We collected an unbelievable amount of 
5,503 CZK. The money will be transferred to the Centre Narovinu bank account and then distributed to 

the ones in need.  On behalf of the Pupils´ 
Parliament I would like to thank our school director  
who supported this event and approved to organize it 
at our school and of course I would like to thank 
everybody who supported this event even with a 
small amount. The whole event was a great success 
and I am sure we will have to repeat it again in the 
future. 
Anna Venclova, 8th grade – member of Pupils 
Parliament and co-organizer of the event 
 

 
Also we want to help 
as much as we can… 

 
Social rehabilitation is a kind of service provided by 
the A+D centre run by the local charity organization 
in Kutná hora, which offers help for physically and 
mentally disadvantaged people. These people come 
here for counselling, but also to learn how to become 
more self-sufficient and able to take a better care of 
themselves. Besides that, they are offered with many 
different activities to help them with social integration, 
social contact, activating and educational activities- 
for example different artistic and craft techniques. 
When we found out about the project of Center 
Narovinu- Adoption of African children and when we 
learned that African children know how to play the 
game „Dont be angry, man!“ (similar to the board 
game Ludo) we did not hesitate for a second. Why 
not help somebody when we have the chance? One 
of our products is textile „Travel Ludo“ and so we 
decided to take action and make both ourselves and 
the African children happy. We got to work right 
away. 
Through one of the coordinators of the project of 
Adoption of African children we sent out our first 
products. Where? To Africa, of course. According to 
our information, the Ludos should be delivered to an 
orphanage and a kindergarten. Hopefully, the 
children will like them… 



This is the girl from the picture. “A mother”  
from Czech Republic helped her to study 
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Ten years ago. “Father is a 
farmer, mother is in a 
household. The family 
income is not sufficient…” 
that was a call from 
Centrum Narovinu which 
was searching adoptive 
parents for Rose. The girl 
Rose was lucky. She was 
given her second mother 
through a database of 
adoption of African 
children at a distance. She 
can study in the university 
thanks to her. They met for 
the first time. 
 
RUZYNE.  
Arrivals hall is full of 
people. Most of them is 
holding paper banners with 
names and waiting who 
will come to them. There is 
an inconspicuous group of 
4 women between them. 
They all look tense and 

every time when a door from baggage claims is opened, they stretch their necks and searching for a 
familiar face. 
I mean the familiar face from pictures – a Kenyan girl Rose is sending them 3 times a year to one of 
these women; her adoptive mother who is sponsoring her studies for 10 years already within the 
project of Adoption at long distance. 
“We organize this project since 2002 and until this day 2500 children were adopted. Most of them 
finished their studies”, explains a chairwoman of Centrum Narovinu, Mrs. Dana Femingova. 
Adoptive parents send to children, who are chosen by themselves, CZK 7200/year. The organization 
pays all needed things. School fees, notebooks, textbooks, school uniforms. Children send to their 
patrons 3x/year their certificates in return. “There are 3 school periods in Kenya. The school is issuing 
a certificate after each of them. We are forwarding them together with a picture and a letter”, says Mrs. 
Femingova. She adds that adoptive parents can send also letters to children and send time to time 
even small gifts. But they are not receiving answers so often because families do not have money for 
postal fees. 
 
WHERE IS ROSE? 
The plane is already landed which is possible to estimate by stewards in becoming hats who are 
accompanying pilots to the exit. But Rose is nowhere. The hall is almost empty 20 minutes later. Four 
women are still there and a joyful expectation is replaced by a fear that something must have 
happened. “What is she couldn’t change a plane in Dubai?” is worried one of them.  
At that moment the door are opened again and there is a tiny girl wearing a T shirt with a sign “Kenya”. 
She is pulling a luggage and is seeking who came to pick her up. There is no reason to be scared. 
She is embracing almost immediately with workers from the organization.  
 But the happiest is a small shorthaired woman – her adoptive mother. Rose will stay with her for a 
whole month and after 10 years spent by sending letters and few calls they can finally spend some 
time together.   



Rose, who is 22years old now, will finish her studies at the university soon in the field of environment 
with a bachelor degree. “I know I wouldn’t get so far without the project,” she says gratefully. He 
mother invited her for a visit to Prague for reward she passed her final exams. Rose is second 
adoptive child who can visit Czech Republic thanks to this project. She will visit few schools during he 
stay where she is going to talk about life in Kenya. She will also meet (on Thursday) adoptive parents 
of other adoptive children and those who are interested in this project and want to know how children 
experience the adoption and what it means to them. 
Her Prague stay is mainly about meeting the woman who influenced her life. “I cannot wait when we 
know each other better,” Rose is looking forward and she leaves the airport for new adventures. 
 
 

“I will be talking in Kenya about kissing of Prague people 
on the street,” says an adoptive girl. 
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She was in sixth grade when she was chosen by a woman in Prague who started to sponsor her 
studies at the distance. Thanks to that Rose Auma can study in Kenya at a university. She came to 
visit he adoptive mother. Besides sightseeing in capital she will have time for discussions with Czech 
pupils and other adoptive parents. 

PRAGUE.  
“This project created 
from a girl a young 
lady who had been 
lost somewhere in 
the middle of a 
Kenyan village,” 
begins her story 
Rose Auma. 22years 
Kenyan girl came to 
Prague to visit a 
woman who is 
sending her for 
already 10 years 
money for her 
studies; her adoptive 
mother. 
During her stay in 
Prague she is going 
to meet other 
adoptive parents 
who would like to 
hear what the 
adoption at the 
distance means for 
Kenyan children. 

Rose was discussing with pupils from a primary school in Kutna Hora. “They were cute. They asked if 
Rose has Facebook. They changed addresses for being in touch,” says happily Mrs. Simona Hertova 
from Centrum Narovinu which is organizing adoption at the distance. Rose will visit a primary school in 
Kunratice tomorrow (Wednesday, 17th of September 2014). 
 
“Because I do not have bribes, I will not get a job probably” 
“I guess I would be married and have children because my family does not have money for my 
studies,” thinks Rose. Thanks to Centrum Narovinu she could get to University which will be finished 
soon with a bachelor degree. She would like to work as a hygiene officer in the future. If she will be 
successful is not sure.  
“There is big corruption in Kenya. I can have a high education and recommendations but I do not have 
money for bribes. That could be a reason why I will not be employed anywhere,’ she fears. What could 
help her is when there is someone from her tribe Luo working in the company she wants to work for. 



There is huge discrimination across tribes in this east African country. Rose was also worried about 
this in Prague. 
“I was so tense when I was coming but all are so nice with me. No one is repressing me because of a 
color of my skin,” says Rose.  
She is in Prague for already 10 days and she already had time to see a city and become closer with 
her adoptive mother. “We understand each other well but I have different pronunciation that she is 
used to so we need a dictionary sometimes,” explains Rose. 
The only thing she minds about Prague is kissing on streets. She is not used for it. “But it is 
interesting; I will have stories to say at least, “she is laughing. She also cannot understand a relation 
between Prague inhabitants and dogs. “People in Kenyan cities do not raise any animals and there 
are people in Prague who walk a dog on a leash,” says dozy. In a village, Rose comes from, dogs only 
watch houses and cats catch mice. No one has them at home like pets and do not take them to a bed 
at all.  
 
It is time to stand on my own feet. 
Rose was born as the youngest of 6 siblings. Her sister runs her own business; her brothers are a 
teacher and a policeman. 
“These are really poorly paid jobs in Kenya,” adds Rose. The other 2 brothers are studying. One of 
them is at the university in America where he was sent by his patron. But she stopped sponsoring him 
so that he has to earn money by himself. 
Rose cannot earn money. She doesn’t have a time. She is at school from 8 AM until 4 PM. “When I 
have free time, I meet my friends. We are clubbing for example,” she says. She is enjoying her free life 
until she can. She is engaged and she will get married. She doesn’t expect her husband to take care 
of her. Thanks to her education she can do it by her own. And her adoptive mother will surely help her 
in the beginning.   
 
FACTS 
 601 children are supported by adoptive parents from Prague in Kenya.  
CENTRUM NAROVINU 
A civic organization was founded 1995. It focuses on better education, healthcare and living standards 
in Africa. The pilot project is Adoption at a distance. Those who are interested can adopt one or 
more Kenyan children and contribute for education. In the price of CZK 7200 are included school fees, 
uniform and all aids. The child is chosen by Czech adoptive parents by their own in our database. The 
chosen pupil then sends 3time/year a certificate, a picture and a letter. Czech patrons also can send 
them letters and small presents 

 
 

A fair is earning for Kenya 
17.10.2014    5plus2    page 6   Táborsko 

    LUCIE SCHMIEDOVÁ    Adopce Afrika     

Children from Planá nad Lužnicí school adopted a boy from Africa nine years ago. 
 
PLANÁ NAD LUŽNICÍ/Mohamed Ingasi from Kenya has dozens of adoptive parents in the Czech 
republic. They often aren't too much older then himself. In spite of this they are able to help collect the 
money for his studies. Everything basically due to floods. Establishing contact between Primary school 
in Plané nad Lužnicí and the boy from Kenya has begun in spring 2006. The whole idea came from 
floods which damaged school in 2002 and 2006. At that time teachers and children from dozens of 
school facilities from the Czech republic were involved in repaires. 
"It wasn't just about school equipment but even small amounts of money which children gathered for 
us and often even earned," remembers the directress Hana Vellánová. They collected more than 
1 million crowns . 
As the directress of the school says, part of their educational work with children is also the pursuit of 
education for diligence. "Even then the children under the lead of the teachers came to conclusion that 
they too should help. In discussions they debated as to whom they should help. Finally, they agreed 
on adopting a child from Africa and helping in his studies," continues Vellánová. 
Selection lasted several months. Eventually the pupils chose Mohamed Ingasia from Kenia. He was 
six at that time. The pupils found Mohamed over the internet with organisation Humanist centre 
Narovinu. 



Boy's yearly costs of living and studying are determined on 7200 crowns. The very first money which 
was sent to Mohamed was donated by children. However, the system was changed very soon. The 
school started to earn money for the boy by its own work and therefore the tradidion of the Christmas 
fair began. They prepare themselves on it once every two years. It was shown that they are able to 
earn 14 thousand and even money for presents out of compulsory payment. "Sometimes the money 
stays for support other charitable activities here in the Czech republic. The fair is held as an element of 
financial literacy education." said Vellánová. The pupils are preparing their own little business plan. 
They get an advance from the school for shopping materials and products, which they will give back to 
the school budget at the end of the fair. The teachers are leading the pupils towards their own decision 
of what they will make next. They calculate the price for sale and then as the right businessmen they 
adjust the price by interest. "They are able to divide roles and provide space for more successful 
salers. It is a real Christmas fair with food and sweet selling," says the direcress of the school. 
The hosts of the fair are the parents, the greatparents, the pupils, the school staff and everyone, who 
wants to support the children in their efforts and who wants to buy something nice. All the pupils know 
from their teachers why they prepare the fair and where will the money go. According to Hana 
Vellánová for the classes it is more of a question of prestige rather than duty. "They want to be 
successful and they are always interested in counting the money after the fair," sums Vellánová.  
Mohamed writes a letter in English to the school at least twice a year. They then translate it and of 
course, respond to it. He sends his certificate and photos on which they can see how he grows. He 
wants to meet his adoptive parents one day eventually. 
Photo description | The pupils in Plané are sponsoring a young man in Kenia. Photo author| Archives 
of the school    Regional 
mutation| 5pus2 - Táborsko 
 
 
 

Not only a statue 
Newspaper Lidové 

noviny - Positive news 
Monday 10.11.2014 

 
 
Non profit organisation Centrum 
Narovinu organized together 
with the cooperation of Miro 
Gallery a beneficial auction of a 
unique statue created by a 
Zimbabwian artist  Lovemore 
Bonjisi and talc objects from 
Kenya. The auction raised more 
than 212,000 CZK for the 
children of the community 
centre Island of Hope at the 
Rusinga Island in Kenya. The 
amount will be used for the re-
construction  of the dining room 
which will help to solve catering 
at the Island of Hope. The photo 
of Centre Narovinu 
representatives – left to right: 
Dana Feminová - the director, 
Simona Heřtusová – chairman 
of Board of Directors and Lenka 
Čapková. 
 
 
 



15 years of child sponsorship 
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Jakub ŽELEZNÝ, moderator 
-------------------- 
More than 25 thousand children from Africa, Asia and Latin America have their other parents in the 
Czech republic. Child sponsorship has been working for 15 years. Opportunity to support children from 
developing countries is provided by more and more organisations in our country. 
  
Barbora ŽÍTKOVÁ, redactor 
-------------------- 
Paul from Kenia and his family from Katvrdovice na Blanensku. Ramadhani also from Kenia and his 
family from primary school Kuldova in Brno. These boys have the chance to study thanks to their 
adoptive parents. Marie Chrástecká has begun supporting Paul in his six years. Todays he's eighteen. 
  
Marie CHRÁSTECKÁ, adoptive parent 
-------------------- 
Father does not live with them, they are with their mother and they are four children overall. 
  
Petra ČIKLOVÁ, teacher, PS Kuldova, Brno 
-------------------- 
The school such as whole cannot contribute from any fund so the children in art education and work 
activities are making various pieces, which are then sold. 
  
Barbora ŽÍTKOVÁ, redactor 
-------------------- 
The Adoption of distance project has been operating in the Czech republic since the 1990'. While at 
the beginning there was only hundreds of people involved, now it's thousands. Support can go from 
the children in day-care centres to universities. From three years of age to twenty-five. Tuition and 
associated expenditure can vary from country to country. While in India it is about 5 thousand crowns, 
in Zambia it is 3 thousand more. 
  
Simona HEŘTUSOVÁ, president of association Centre Narovinu 
-------------------- 
There is school uniform, school tools, stationary and books. 
 
Barbora ŽÍTKOVÁ, redactor 
-------------------- 
And sometimes we don't stay just at letters. Marie Chrástecká was in Kenya three times to meet Paul 
personally. Barbora ŽÍTKOVÁ, redactor Czech Tv 
 

 
600 crowns: for kids from developing countries a ticket  

to a better life 
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Brno – Even if in 2002 she finished her university degree and did not even think about her own 
children, Marie Chrástecká adopted 6-year-old Paul from Kenya. Thanks to her the boy finished 
primary and even secondary school and now 600 crowns a month pays the course for a rescuer. 



There are more similar stories like that in charities or charitable societies – the interest of adoption for 
distance is increasing after crisis again.  
„I had a feeling at university that I have everything. I was grateful for what a family I have, friends, 
home, that is why I decided to give help to someone else,“ Marie Chrástecká describes her motivation 
to become an adoptive parent.  
She has been sending every month for 12 years 600 crowns to Paul in Kenya. „He lives in a slum in 
the suburb of Nairobi only with his mother and three siblings. His father does not live with them,“ she 
depicts a situation of a boy that she chose from a database of hundreds of children. 
He writes to her about his life 3 times a year in letters, Marie Chrástecká has already flown for 3 times 
to see him. „At first he was very embarrassed when I came to his school. Everybody touched me and I 
wanted to talk to him but he felt stupid that he is the one I came to meet. When I am thinking about it, I 
probably did not even hear him to speak for the first time,“ Marie Chrástecká is reminding the first 
meeting in Nairobi.  
She has been supporting Paul already for 12 years, even if she married and has her own 3 kids during 
that time. „One knows that thanks to this money a person lives happily. School is joy for them, when 
they do not go, they do not have anything to do. They are alone in the yard and get bored. To give 
them education is the only chance how to ensure the development of the country,“Marie Chrástecká 
thinks. 
No only individuals, but also schools take part in the project adoption for distance. Ramadhani was 
adoption for distance by Primary school Kuldova in Brno 8 years ago. „Today he is 20 and he lives 
with his mother and siblings. Thanks to us he has the luxury to go to school and increase his chances 
for future,“ said the teacher Petra Čiklová.  
The school cannot contribute from its budget, they collect money from pupils, parents and others 
interested. Products made in arts are regularly sold at bazaars. „We think it is important to teach 
children to help. Ramadhani is a specific example of how they can help, even if it is a small amount,“ 
explained Čiklová 
The adoption of a child for one year is from 5000 to 9000 crowns. The interested person can pay to 
the organisation where he has chosen a child in one sum or he can pay every month. „To compare- for 
100 crowns in Kenya we are able to buy a part of the school equipment – for example a school bag,“ 
the chairman of Centrum Narovinu Simona Heřtusová is describing.  
The child gets money 3 times a year and if there is some money for education left, the local 
coordinators buy food for the children. The project adoption for distance concerns a specific child but it 
also helps its family and the local community. Thanks to that fact that the family does not have to pay 
the school fee, it gets a better position and they can send to school another child,“said Heřtusová and 
added that some adopted children who are adults now often work for developing organisations and 
continue to help the community.  
A goat, a well or a latrine? For everyone who considers the adoption of a child a great commitment 
there can be an alternative a lump-sum contribution. This collected money is used by the 
organisations to buy text books and other equipment. The project Real Gift by the organisation People 
in Need also brings a change to life of the poorest inhabitants. It offers people to buy farmers in the 
third world farm animals, learning aids for children or a pump for fresh water or latrines for the whole 
village.  
The Czech people have donated to inhabitants of the third-world countries more than 4000 goats or 
300 000 trees. During 5 years 25 000 people ordered presents for more than 40 million crowns. Every 
year the number of sold certificates gets even higher. The Real Presents are mostly sold during 
advent.  
 
URL| http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ct24/domaci/293341-600-korun-pro-deti-z-rozvojovych-zemi-
jizdenka-k-lepsimu-zivotu/ 
 
 

You can meet up with your sponsored child, 
the girl came to visit her sponsoring family. 
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The girl from Kenya from the program called “ Adopting the children in Africa “ – project helping to 
sponsor children in Africa – arrived to meet her sponsoring family in Bratislava. On Friday, Dec 19th, 
she will visit Prague. The meeting, projection of documentary movies of Kenya and the discussion with 
the public will take place at 18:00 in the restaurant “I love Mama “ (Lublanska 1001/11, Prague 2).  



During the meeting you will have a chance to taste fresh coffee of Kenya, imported directly from 
Kenya. Furthermore, you will have an opportunity to buy coffee and tea bags through which you will 
support the projects of the “ Centrum Narovinu”. Keep the fingers crossed that the delivery will not get 
stuck anywhere!  
The girl from Kenya is called Eunice. Unfortunately, she  lost both her parents when she was very 
young. Fortunately, thanks to the sponsoring project in Africa, Eunice has been receiving the support 
for her education since 2007 from a family in Slovakia. Currently studying secondary school. 
 See weblink: URL| http://www.prazskypatriot.cz/muzete-se...vka-prijela-navstivit-adoptivni-rodinu/ 
 

Adoption of distance 
19.12.2014    TV Barrandov    page  7   18:30 Naše zprávy - Our news 

 
Kristýna FANTOVÁ, moderator  
-------------------- 
You have certainly heard about the project Adoption of distance. Maybe you have already thought of it 
or even  already participating yourself.  Just by few hundreds of CZK you can give an opportunity for 
children living in the poverty to have an access to the education and basic health care. 
  
Miroslav VAŇURA, moderator  
-------------------- 
And one of these children is also the girl who came to visit her sponsoring family in Slovakia during 
Christmas. And today they all visited also Prague.  
  
Petr PŘEVRÁTIL, redactor 
-------------------- 
This is Eunice. She is 17 years old and comes from Kenya. This is a first time in her life she is outside 
of Kenya and Europe alone. Unfortunately she lost both of her parents when she was very young. 
Therefore, she has been brought up by her aunt along with other five children. They live in the house 
with thatched roof use wood for cooking, use oil lamp for light and for the water they walk to the 
nearest river. Given this, not a special future awaited her.  However, thanks to the family from 
Bratislava in Slovakia who offer to sponsor her education, Eunice is able to study. 
  
Eunice AKINYI MUDIWO, sponsored girl 
-------------------- 
 I study biology, chemistry, history, English and math.  
 
Petr PŘEVRÁTIL, redactor 
-------------------- 
Education provides chances for better work. Eunice is now going to attend 3rd year of Heaven 
Secondary School, which in Europe equals to gymnasium. She would like to be one day a nurse. Her 
sponsoring family are fully supporting  this since 2007, when they decided to participate in the project “ 
Sponsoring children in Africa “. 
  
Eva PAVELKOVÁ, Sponsoring mother 
-------------------- 
We opted for a girl (daughter) given that in Africa the preference for work or education is given to 
males. Therefore, I said this is not working for me – I give a chance to a female. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Július PAVELKA, Sponsoring father  
-------------------- 
At first I was thinking this may be financially tight for 
us, however I liked the idea.  
  
Petr PŘEVRÁTIL, redactor 
-------------------- 
 Sponsoring a child in education costs CZK 7.200 
per year. Family Pavelka confirms this is the best 
way to spend money. Therefore, they also decided 
to pay the flight ticket for Eunice in order for her be 
spend Christmas with her sponsored family. 
 
Dana FEMINOVÁ, Centrum Narovinu 
-------------------- 
Thanks to the project, there are till-today 2.500 
children sponsored like Eunice. Some of the children 
have of course already completed the education, 
therefore the project has helped close to 6.000 
children. 
  
Petr PŘEVRÁTIL, redactor 
-------------------- 
I am afraid not everybody is as fortunate as Euince. 
The only thing that Eunice did not see in Prague is 
snow. The snow is awaiting her in Tatry where her 
next stop is. For TV Barrrandov - Petr Převrátil 
 
 
 

Tips for „a bit different“ Christmas 
presents from non-profit 

organizations: a donkey, T-shirts, 
jewellery, even education 

Would you like to make happy not only your 

close ones but even people from developing 

countries? Buy Christmas presents from non-

profit organizations and support interesting 

projects at the other end of the world. 

Education and health for African children by Center 
Narovinu 
Center Narovinu, which currently concentrates 
mainly on projects of international development 
cooperation and global development education, 
offers the opportunity to adopt children at long 
distance or the possibility to provide health and 
education for African children. Through the “Give 
Education” program you can for example purchase a 
school bag for 200 Kč or a school uniform for 850 
Kč.  Or you can purchase a childbirth for 600 Kč or a 
fracture treatment for 1 800 Kč through the “Give 
Health” program. For more information go to 
www.centrumnarovinu.cz  



 
 



Christmas gifts were sent to 
Kenya from children from a 

primary school in Mlada 
Boleslav 

 
Pupils in Dukelska Street are friends since this 
year with their contemporaries from Kenyan 
school in Nyeri 
 
Picture: Irena Hendrychova, the coordinator of 
this program by the notice-board showing a 
partnership project between Czech and Kenyan 
schools 
 
How do live children in Kenya? How does their 
school look like? What kind of job do their parents 
have? These questions, in English of course, 20 
pupils of 6th and 7th grade from primary school in 
Dukelska Street can ask their contemporaries 
from Kenya. 
 
The primary school in Mlada Boleslav became a 
partner school of Kenyan Eucarbet Academy in 
Nyeri since this March. 
 
“Local teachers teach orphans and 
disadvantaged children. But they do not have any 
luxury conditions for the tuition. Their school 
consists of several modest wooden buildings. 
Except of classes there can be found also a 
kitchen and a bathroom,” Irena Hendrychova, the 
coordination of this project, described. 
 
This school has been informed about this 
possibility of friendship by Centrum Narovinu 
which is focused not only about better education 
but also about spreading of healthcare and 
general standards of living in Africa. It organizes 
e.g. an adoption of Kenyan children who lives 
below poverty line. It also participates on 
reconstruction and modernization of a community 
center on Island of Hope on Rusinga Island which 
is placed on Victorian lake where also an 
orphanage and maternity and a primary school is 
by the way.  
 
A package already in April 
 
One word lead to another and the project could 
be launched. “We sent already in April first 
package to the Kenyan school with stuff we had 
wanted to present our country we live in and also 
our school,” Irena Hendrychova explained. 
 
Children sent a letter in English to their new 
friends where they had introduced and described 
their families. They produced teaching aids for 
different kinds of lectures during an art lesson. 



They sent in the parcel e.g. pictures of animals for natural history; cards for math; painted Earth where 
Czech Republic was marked down. 
Children from Mlada Boleslav didn’t have to wait for the answer from faraway Africa for too long. When 
they had expanded the package, they were amazed. “A wonderful video was waiting for us where 
Kenyan children had sent us greetings and shown their life in Eucarbet Academy. When pupils had 
seen in which conditions live their contemporaries, they have decided to organize a fundraiser,” stated 
the coordinator of the project which allows to both nations not even local countries but also learn how 
to fluently speak in foreign language. Kenyans are educated in Swahili and there are plenty of lessons 
in English as well.  
 
That motivates our Czech students to be better in the foreign language even in their free time. “We 
usually tell ourselves what should be in the letter and children then write it by their own. If they want, 
they can come to me with anything and I will check the text for them. They have it correctly most of the 
time. We write letters in basic English about topics we just discussed during our lesson,”Irena 
Hendrychova explained. 
 
That was confirmed also by Lucie, a student of 6th grade who had founded a female friend Sweeton in 
Kenya. “If I do not understand anything in her letter, I just take a vocabulary and find the word. When I 
browse it often, I remember the vocabulary better. I can see that I already learnt more words than I 
can hear at school. I study English because I want, not because I must,” Lucie who is one of these 
pupils who had enrolled enthusiastically to this project, said. 
 
Also Adela from 6th grade joined this project with her experience. She corresponds with 11 years old 
Cynthia. “She doesn’t have any sibling but she takes care about a cat Kitty. When she grows up, she 
would like to be an air hostess. She likes drawing, dancing and listening to music,” Adele introduced 
her Kenyan friend. And continued: “I do not know anyone, except of my classmates, who corresponds 
with anyone from foreign country. It is good experience,” Adele, who has been surprised when she 
saw how local kids live, explained. “Their houses are wooden cottages where is also a fireplace 
inside,” she described. 
 
Feeling at least a bit better during Christmas time, there has been a package full of gifts and letters 
from Czech school sent to Kenyans. 
 
This cooperation has a value add for both sides. “Our students understood that the can speak in 
English almost around the whole world and this is the perfect option how they can attain it. In the other 
side this partnership can show to Kenyans that if they study, a better way for a better life can be 
opened for them and they will not have to stay at their small fields living in not good conditions;” Irena 
Hendrychova added. 
 
 Kenyan school started with only 1 teacher and 4 students. But it expanded little by little. Some 
students of 8th grade got a certificate about primary education 10 years ago and thanks to that they 
could study on a good quality high school somewhere else within the country. By this moment, there is 
incomparable more students who are taken to school by a small minibus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


