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Chinua Achebe

A needless ‘civil war’

N
o. It’s not the Nigeria/
Biafra Civil War, even 
though that could as 
well be seen as “need-
less” dep ending on 

your perspective or your side of 
the divide. But it came pretty much 
close to that.

It was a different kind of “civil 
war” that raged among Nigeria’s 
literary community – some sections 
of it, though – for the better part of 
the Christmas and New Year festivi-
ties. It degenerated into a scrutiny 
of the place of Achebe in the world 
literary firmament, though the 
trigger was the calling to question 
of the aesthetic value of Things Fall 
Apart, a highly and widely revered 
book that has recently come under 
a heavy dose of criticism by Nigeria’s 
“irreverent generation”. It was a war 
of words – utterly divisive, full of 
guile, bile and bitterness.

Abubakar Adam Ibrahim, author 
of Season of Crimson Blossoms and 
latest winner of the Nigeria LNG 
Prize for Literature, had published 
an article “Soyinka, Achebe and the 
irreverent generation”. I think the 
article first appeared in Daily Trust 
on December 25, 2016, but it soon 
went viral online, as such articles 
are wont to.

In the article, which was purely 
an individual opinion, Ibrahim 
highlighted the “increasing irrever-
ence” with which young Nigerians, 
especially in the last few weeks of 
2016, treated Wole Soyinka and 
Chinua Achebe, two names that 
“have been sacrosanct, revered and 
ascribed the status of demigods” in 
the Nigerian and African literary 
arena. He referred to the dust raised 
by “Wolexit”, Soyinka’s promise to 
tear up his American Green Card 
if Donald Trump won the US elec-
tions, and its aftermath that saw 
some young Nigerians – those 
Soyinka calls “noisome creatures, 
the nattering nit-wits of internet” – 
questioning the literary credentials 
of a man who won the Nobel Prize 
for Literature in 1986, long before 
some of them were born. He then 
mentioned how the literary merit of 
Achebe’s Things Fall Apart – a novel 
that was written when Achebe was 
26 years old, published two years 
after, and has survived nearly six 
decades – was also called to question 
by a generation that has achieved 
virtually nothing in the world of 
literature.

Then he dropped what many 
“Achebe activists” considered as 
blasphemy: “If Achebe wrote ‘Things 
Fall Apart’ in 2016, I hardly think he 
would find a publisher. There are 
issues of literary aesthetics, among 
others, to be considered. This is no 
way questioning the greatness of the 
book (which has almost been made 

sacrosanct by African and other 
intellectuals). But he wrote the book 
in the 1950s, with scant exposure, in 
a period where there are no prece-
dence to fall back on.”

That statement, in the minds of 
many, destroyed every accolade 
Ibrahim had given to Things Fall 
Apart in the said article and put him 
in the same class as those he tagged 
“irreverent generation”.

Many who felt Ibrahim shouldn’t 
have said that about Things Fall 
Apart took to the social media 
and hauled attacks on him. Some 
said the NLNG Prize had got into 
his head. Some said he wanted to 
achieve fame through the back-
door. Some questioned even how 
he won the NLNG Prize and won-
dered whether the Prize had gone 
the way of other things Nigerian. 
Some read “ethnic undertone” and 
outright “tribalism” in Ibrahim’s 
article, querying why the argument 
should arise in the first place. Some 
said his criticism lacked “depth” and 
“intellectual grasp”.

It soon became a full-scale war, 
between Achebe supporters on the 
one hand and Ibrahim’s defenders 
on the other, even assuming tribal 
dimensions. Echela Okwori won-
dered what “this war against TFA” 
hoped to achieve.

Ahmed Maiwada, an Abuja-based 
lawyer and writer, saw in the at-
tacks against Ibrahim an attempt 
to shut down a man’s right to 
hold opinion. On Facebook, he made 
several posts on the matter. He called 
those criticising Ibrahim “terrorists”. 
He took on Pa Ikhide, a renowned 
literary critic, calling him a liar and 
an Achebe worshipper. The tone of 
the post showed it may have been a 
reaction to Ikhide’s earlier post. He 
referred to Achebe as “that drama 
queen who couldn’t measure up to 

his peers to bag the Nobel Prize in 
Literature” and who “was buried 
with the full honours of that fail-
ure”. He said he would publicly burn 
Things Fall Apart on New Year Day 
to shame Achebe supporters.

“Things Fall Apart is a black-and-
white television, with broken speak-
ers. I wonder why they continue 
to force school children to sit and 
watch it. It’s child abuse. Stop it!” he 
wrote in another post.

To justify his barrage of posts on 
the matter, Maiwada wrote: “Abuba-
kar Adam Ibrahim had expressed 
his opinions. Why crucify him? I 
only stepped into the ring to point 
out the error in that tyranny of the 
literary Nigerian ‘establishment’. 
And I think the more we challenge 
established views, whether we’re 
right or wrong, the more we’ll be 
able to stand on our fundamental 
freedom of thought and expression, 
without the fear of intimidation or 
blackmail.”

Well, not many agreed with him. 
Some thought there were more to 
“these obsessive posts” than the mat-
ter at hand. Some also thought he 
was indirectly marketing Season of 
Crimson Blossoms, especially when 
he began to compare passages from 
the book and Things Fall Apart.

But while the war raged, there 
were a few who exercised restraint. 
Henry Akubuiro, Art editor of Sun 
Newspapers, was one of such. With-
out attacking Ibrahim, he intelligent-
ly poked holes in his claims to say 
that, indeed, “Achebe’s Things Fall 
Apart embodies sublime aesthetics” 
and to bring out some of these “il-
luminating aesthetics”.

“In the novel, you find didactic 
aesthetics as well as African poetics. 
Part of the greatness of Achebe in 
Things Fall Apart is using simplicity 
without lending himself to simplifi-

cation,” he wrote.
But was the debate called for in 

the first place? There were those 
who thought so.

“I think what Abubakar Adam 
wrote is good for the sustenance of 
literature as an engagement for the 
most intelligent. He made certain 
points and blunders. In my opinion, 
both are necessary for MOTION. 
Nothing must be most sacred to a 
point of not being subjected to analy-
sis, for good or otherwise. It is how 
progress is made,” Dami Toye wrote.

“This is the biggest acclaim TFA 
has received on Facebook especially 
by Achebe’s countrymen. Isn’t this 
beautiful? When l first read TFA I 
didn’t understand it as much as I do 
now having diligently followed the 
above comments. Please don’t stop!” 
Uzoh Desmond wrote, perhaps with 
a tinge of sarcasm.

And should an argument among 
writers, under any circumstance, no 
matter the provocation, degenerate 
into verbal vituperations? Shouldn’t 
such an argument stick to purely 
intellectual matters, devoid of tribal 
sentiments? Well?  

There were those who saw the 
whole debate as wasteful dissipa-
tion of energy. Uche Peter Umez, 
multiple award-winning author, 
commenting on a post by Sylva Nze 
Ifedigbo, wrote: “The tragedy is that 
he [Achebe] wrote a trilogy much 
younger than many of us that are 
still struggling to write a passable 
collection of short stories or novels. 
And some of us might end up not 
writing one at all, until we get past 
50.”

Judith Fumnanya Rapu made a 
similar point elsewhere: “Rather 
than trying to tear down a great 
piece, write a greater piece.”  

And then, Chinedu Ohaegbulam 
said: “THEN, there was a literary vac-
uum yearning for vision; a visionary 
took up the challenge and filled the 
artistic void, which the masters of 
writing then astonishingly wowed! 
Achebe was born THEN and not 
NOW! NOW, a man is busy finding 
fault with THEN while the literary 
lacuna of now is crying for the vi-
sions and visionaries of NOW.”

But what Ibrahim wrote was 
neither a review nor literary criti-
cism. He wrote an Op-ed in which 
he made a passing comment about 
Things Fall Apart. As Ernest Brisibe 
wrote in reaction to one of Mai-
wada’s posts, “Literary criticism is 
not a trivial or puerile exercise. It is 
an elevated art and should not be 
peddled like a second-hand cloth 
in a road-side ‘bend-down market’.”

True, the younger generation can-
not be begrudged their right to hold 
opinions, but the energy dissipated 
in “trivial or puerile” criticism of 
established works could be better 
channelled into producing great-
er works of better literary merit. 
Shouldn’t those who go to equity go 
with clean hands?

CHUKS OLUIGBO

When an intellectual debate degenerates into verbal warfare



L-R: Imoh Etuk, Corps Commander, Corps Public Education Officer; Sunday Joseph, newly promoted 
officer, Deputy Corps Commander, David Usman, Corps Procurement Officer RSHQ Abuja and 
J i b r i n  Sa idu ,  v i ce  cha i rman ,MEGA Hand  Ba l l  Abu ja  du r i ng  t he  deco ra t i on 
of newly promoted Officer in Abuja. Pic by Tunde Adeniyi

L-R: Dotun Somoye, regional sales director, Suntory Beverage & Food Nigeria Limited; Ola Ehinmoro, 
human resources director, Suntory Beverage & Food Nigeria Limited; Ibrahim Ahmudu, camp chairman, 
Durumi IDP Camp, Abuja; Baba Idris, camp coordinator, Durumi IDP Camp, Abuja, and liyatu ayuba, 
women leader, Durumi IDP Camp, Abuja, during the donation of relief materials to Internally displaced 
persons at the Area 1, IDP Camp, Durumi, Abuja…. recently.
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L-R: Aminu Shagali, representing governor of Kaduna State; John Taba, chairman of Nigerian Legion, 
and Adeniyi Oyebade, general officer commanding, 1 Division, Nigerian Army, , at the Inauguration of 
the 2017 Armed Forces Remembrance Day’s Emblem Appeal in Kaduna. NAN

L-R: Henry Cattani, head of trade, African region, Tramontina; Funbi Sowande, marketing and sales 
manager, Tramontina Nigeria and Marcelo Mersoni, sales manager, Africa when the Brazilian multina-
tional company held a market experience programme where customers where rewarded with farming 
tools and household products in Aba market, Abia state.

L-R: Adebisi Adekanye, former teacher of Anwar-Ul Islam College Agege and award recipient; Lawal 
Pedro, President General of Anwar-Ul Islam College Agege Old Students Association (ACAOSA) 
Worldwide; Mubashiru Ojelade, president of Anwar-Ul Islam Movement in Nigeria, and Rafiu 
Mohammed, president of ACAOSA 1991/92 Set, during the 25th anniversary celebration of the 
1991/92 Set, Lagos State.

Cross-sectionf Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential Library’s Mothers’ Club in a group photograph with 
motherless children of the “Gedion’s Home”, Asero, Abeokuta during the children hosting at the Amuse-
ment Park of the OOPL By the Club.

L-R: Samson Odunsi, church elder, St. Mark’s Anglican Church, Isade Ijebu;  Elizabeth Kikelomo Odunsi; 
Ayodele Awosoga, Bishop of Ijebu Diocese (Anglican Communion) and Talabi Adekitan, manager, 
legal services and representative of   Taiwo Afolabi, CEO, SIFAX Group, during the commissioning of 
a vicarage donated to the church by Afolabi.

Ernest Azudialu-Obiejesi, founder, Obijackson Foundation, (r), with Willie Obiano, governor, Anambra 
State, at the 2016 Face of Okija & Okija Igbo Music & Cultural Festival in Okija Town, Anambra State, 
recently.
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Top Nigerian products in high 
demand in global market

D
espite the usual negatives 
in Nigeria and successive 
governments’ policy in-
consistencies hindering 
the prosperity of the citi-

zens, global traders are scrambling for 
the country’s agricultural commodi-
ties, raw materials, solid minerals, and 
even manufactured products.

It may interest to know that trad-
ers from many countries fly into Ni-
geria to buy some of the commodities 
and products ignored by the citizens 
and companies.

It is also interesting to learn that 
a lot of export business is going on 
unnoticed and un-captured, under-
lining the fact that few eagle-eyed 
Nigerians are tapping opportunities 
outside the borders of the Nigerian 
market, even though they are not 
reckoned with.

For instance, BDSUNDAY’s cal-
culations of the International Trade 
Centre (ITC) data show that between 
2009 and 2013, $46.19 billion worth 
of exports from Nigeria were not 
captured by government-appointed 
agencies charged with this respon-
sibility.

The ITC takes record of non-oil 
export volumes from each country 
at the point of arrival. The difference 
between the ITC data and figures ob-
tained from Federal Government-ap-
pointed agents charged with the task 
of doing non-oil export calculation, 
therefore, is that while the ITC calcu-
lates exports at the point of arrival, 
the local agencies do so at the point 
of exit. Hence there is always a huge 
gap between numbers from the two 
sets of institutions. In fact, experts, 
including Olusegun Awolowo, CEO 
of the Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council (NEPC), believe that the ITC 
data are more authentic, given that 
more exports are done informally.

At the moment, official non-export 
figures from South-west states of the 
country are collated by Carmine As-
sayer Limited, while Neroli Technolo-
gies Limited is in charge of non-oil 
products leaving the country from 
South-south and South-east states.

Cobalt International Services Lim-
ited takes care of the non-oil products 
leaving the country from the North.

With the Nigerian economy in 
desperate need of dollars and the ex-
change rate going above N470/$, now 
is the best time to consider exporting 
products to countries that need them.

In its usual manner, therefore, 
BDSUNDAY has investigated and 
come up with products from Nigeria 
needed at the international market 
and the countries that need them.

Cocoa
Cocoa is Nigeria’s flagship export 

product. It is currently in high de-
mand in the Netherlands, China, 
Italy, Turkey, Germany, Vietnam and 
Spain.

In West Africa, cocoa is also in high 
demand in Benin Republic, Burkina 

Faso, Senegal and Gambia. Up to 25 
to 30 percent of Nigeria’s total non-
oil commodities (including products) 
leaving the country are cocoa and its 
preparations, according to successive 
data obtained from the Nigerian Ex-
port Promotion Council.

 As confirmed by cocoa farmers 
who spoke with BDSUNDAY, cocoa 
from Nigeria is in high demand in 
Europe and the United States because 
industries use it to manufacture 
chocolates, whose market size is $98 
billion globally. It is also consumed by 
pregnant women as it supports lacta-
tion, and helps in the production of 
cocoa power, which is a billion-dollar 
industry.

Sayina Rima, president, Cocoa As-
sociation of Nigeria, told BDSUNDAY 
that farmers are benefiting from cocoa 
export now, despite the drop in the 
country’s output.

“Exporters used to buy from farm-
ers at N650,000 per tonne, but local 
cocoa farmers now sell a tonne for 
about N1.2 million,” Rima said.

Shoes and leather
Many Nigerians may reason that 

locally-made shoes are substandard, 
but the level of patronage of Nigerian 
leather and footwear in the interna-
tional market is awesome. Fata Tan-
ning Limited exported only leather 
worth $37.7 million in 2015, as against 
export valued at $65.3 million it did 
in the previous year. In 2015, Italy 
bought leather from Nigeria, includ-
ing footwear, worth $188.86 million. 
It is also cheery news that Niger Re-
public bought $2.5 million worth of 
leather and shoes from Nigeria. Togo 
paid $7.5 million to have Nigeria’s 
leather and shoes in 2015.

Other West African countries that 
are ready to pay for footwear and 
leather from Nigeria are Ghana and 
Burkina Faso, according to data from 
the Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria Export Group (MANEG).

Tu n d e  O ye lola ,  ch a i rm a n , 
MANEG, told this newspaper that 
bathroom slippers from Nigeria are 
in high demand in Burkina Faso.

Other countries outside West 
Africa that need leather and ani-
mal skins from Nigeria include the 
Netherlands, Spain, France, Turkey, 
Germany, and India.

If you are a herdsman in Nigeria, 
consider selling animal skins. Animal 
skins from Nigeria have excellent 
quality and are considered good by 
European shoe producing firms.

In fact, shoemakers in Aba told 
BDSUNDAY that they can no longer 
buy animal skins from Northern 
Nigeria because shrewd traders in 
the area prefer to sell them to Euro-
pean traders, who use it to produce 
shoes. If you are a herdsman, sell 
your animal skins outside Nigeria 
to earn dollars and euros, instead of 
selling it directly to European traders 
who would prefer to come into the 
country to buy.

Oil seeds/grains/plants/vegeta-
bles

This may sound awkward but 
Nigerian grains, oil seeds, and vegeta-
bles sell like cakes in the Netherlands, 
USA, China, India, Italy, Germany, 
Vietnam, Canada, and Spain.

The Netherlands, for instance, 
spent $8.2 million buying these com-
modities from Nigerian exporters in 
2015, but China spent a whopping 
$29 million buying them the same 
year. While India spent $4 million 
on them, Vietnam spent $6.4 million.

These countries consume a lot of 
vegetables, grains and plants. In fact, 
they use some of the plants here to 
produce drugs, say experts.

 The major sources of edible seed 
oils are soybeans, sunflowers, rape-
seed, cotton and peanuts, seed oils 
from flax and castor beans.

Countries like China, India, US, and 
Germany use these commodities to 

produce paints, varnishes, printing 
inks, erasers, coating, and plastics. Ac-
cording to Canadian Dictionary, oil-
seed meals from soybeans, peanuts, 
rapeseed and flaxseed are rich in 
protein, and they provide nutrition-
ally balanced feeds. They can also be 
used as animal feeds.

If you cannot export to Europe or 
Asia, you may also do so to Ghana, 
Ivory Coast, Togo, and Benin Republic. 
These countries always buy these 
commodities from Nigeria in large 
quantity. Nigerians in the Diaspora 
provide a big market for these com-
modities as well.

 Aluminium/lead/ plastics
Do you know that India buys alu-

minium scraps from Nigeria? China is 
also a big buyer of aluminium packs 
and steel products from Nigeria. In 
2015 alone, India bought aluminium 
worth $11 million from Nigeria, ac-
cording to the NEPC data.

Do you have a plastic plant or are 
connected to a plastic firm? Read 
this and have a re-think. Plastic cans 
you throw away after taking your 
beverages are worth millions of dol-
lars. China paid $1.4 million to have 
them from Nigeria in 2015. Germany, 
Vietnam, the Netherlands, and India 
gave Nigerian importers thousands 
of dollars to have them.

If you cannot sell to these coun-
tries, then sell to your neighbours in 
Ghana, who paid $5.4 million in 2015 
to have them; Niger, $2.6 million; and 
Burkina Faso, $2.6 million. You can 
also sell to Gambia, Guinea, Togo and 
Ivory Coast in West Africa. Also try 
Egypt.

Lead is needed in the Netherlands, 
China, Germany and Spain.

 Soap/scouring and dental prod-
ucts/modelling pastes

There is an assumption that Nige-
rian cosmetics products are not good 
enough in the global market. This is 
not supported by facts.

Export stats in Nigeria show that 
soaps, toothpastes, scouring powder 
and even waxes from Nigeria are 
highly demanded in Ghana.

“I sell cosmetics in Ghana. All I 
can tell you is that Nigerian products 
are preferred by Ghanaians,” said 
Okechukwu Ijoke, a Kumasi-based 
Nigerian trader.

Ghana spent close to $6 million 
on Nigerian toothpastes, soaps and 
pomades in 2015.  Other countries 
that also patronise Nigerian cosmet-
ics in West Africa are Liberia, Benin, 
Guinea, Mali and Senegal. It is not 
advisable to export these products 
to Europe or America as they have 
superior cheap cosmetics produced 
by local manufacturers.

Edible fruit/melons/citrus
It is important to stress that you 

can export these to Nigerians in 
Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, Japan, 
Turkey, China, India and the Neth-
erlands.

Apart from Nigerians, the Chinese, 
Indians, Germans and the Dutch eat 
these fruits, according to Nigerians 
abroad who spoke with BDSUNDAY.

ODINAKA ANUDU
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News 

S
marting from 
the successes of 
2016, a year in 
which Africa 
enjoyed being 

the toast of the art world, 
art professionals are pro-
jecting bright prospects 
for the African art mar-
ket in 2017, amid a grow-
ing interest in contem-
porary art production 
from the continent.

Camilla Péus, art jour-
nalist and author, reck-
ons that the prospects 
for 2017 are bright – just 
from looking at the con-
centration of events. 

“Bonhams’ auction 
Africa Now – Modern 
Africa (15 Feb.) is fol-
lowed by the Cape Town 
Art Fair (17-19 Feb.), the 
newly curated Art Afri-
ca Fair in Cape Town (24 
Feb. – 3 March) and the 
equally new Art Paris 
Art Fair (30 March – 2 
April) with Africa as the 
guest of honor,” writes 
Péus in a December 22, 
2016 article for Contem-
porary And.

“In May (4-7 May) the 
New York edition of 
1:54 goes into its third 
round at the same time 
as the Armory Show. 
And September will 
mark the opening of 
the spectacular ZEITZ 
MOCAA (Museum of 
Contemporary African 
Art) in Cape Town in 
a converted silo from 
the 1920s,” says Péus in 
the article “Art Fair Suc-
cess and the Laws of the 
Market”.

Tayo Fagbule, co-au-
thor (with Jess Castel-
lote) of The Nigeria Art 
Market Report 2015, 
projects that interest in 
and demand for modern 
and contemporary art 
from Africa will con-
tinue to increase. An-
nual art fairs like 1:54 in 
London and the focus 
on art from Africa at the 
Armory Show in New 
York last year, he says, 
have contributed to the 
interest.

“Last year, Art X La-
gos, the first art fair in 
West Africa, drew col-
lectors from the con-
tinent. The value and 
volume of artworks by 
Nigerian artists in La-
gos and London did bet-
ter, rose significantly 

in 2016. Expect more 
shows: New galleries or 
art spaces are opening, 
some which held some 
of the major exhibitions 
in 2016,” says Fagbule in 
a chat with BDSUNDAY.

He notes that art is a 
good hedge against infla-
tion, hence a good store 
of value in uncertain 
and financially volatile 
periods.

With a great lineup 
of international shows 
focusing on Africa in 
2016, the year was no 
doubt a good one for 
the African art market. 
“African Perspectives” 
held at the New York 
Armory Show in March; 
the fourth edition of 1:54 
Contemporary African 
Art Fair held in Lon-
don’s Somerset House 
in September, attracting 
a record number of visi-
tors; the art fair AKAA 
(Also known as Africa) 
in Paris in November re-
ported sales by all of the 
30 represented galleries.

“On the continent 
itself, the Cape Town 
Art Fair in February at-
tracted local big names 
such as Goodman, Ste-
venson, and Momo, as 

well as international 
dealers from London, 
Italy and Germany. The 
already successful Jo-
burg Art Fair increased 
its sales by almost the 
double amount. And at 
the still young Art X La-
gos in early November, 
a significant number 
of works was sold to 
mainly Nigerian collec-
tors,” says Péus.

Art X Lagos, orga-
nized by TP Collective, 
recorded over 5,000 
visitors, including inter-
national art profession-
als from other parts of 
Africa, Europe, and the 
United States, accord-
ing to Bukola Oye, art 
journalist and founder 
of the Lagos art review 
platform The Sole Ad-
venturer. The fair also 
featured some big names 
in contemporary art in 
Africa, including Wil-
liam Kentridge, Barthé-
lémy Toguo, Sokari 
Douglas Camp, Ade Ad-
ekola, Rubi Onyiyechi 
Amanze, George Osodi, 
Victor Ehikhamenor, 
and Lakin Ogunbanwo.

“The success of these 
fairs,” says Péus, “reflects 
the growing interest in 

contemporary art pro-
duction from Africa, on 
the continent itself and 
abroad. Young as well 
as long-time collectors 
bank on the potential 
increase of prices. Others 
expand their interna-
tional collections with 
established names such 
as El Anatsui, Yinka 
Shonibare, William 
Kentridge, or Wange-
chi Mutu. At the same 
time, the success of the 
exhibition Beauté Con-
go Kitoko at the Fonda-
tion Cartier in Paris also 
caused a sensation.”

Elsewhere, the 12th 
edition of the increasing-
ly important Dak’Art Bi-
ennale in Senegal held in 
May. In Ghana, the new 
art space Gallery 1957, 
Jeremiah Quarshie’s ex-
hibition ‘Yellow is the 
Colour of Water’ and 
Chale Wote Street Art 
Festival attracted high 
profile professionals 
and patrons to Accra 
last year. Afrogallonism, 
a form of political art 
and activism created by 
Serge Attukwei Clottey, 
became widely known. 
Major events also took 
place in East Africa, with 

Kampala, Addis Ababa 
and Nairobi as the main 
hosts.

On the honours list, 
writes Oye, “El Anatsui, 
the Ghanaian artist liv-
ing in Enugu, Nigeria 
received an honorary 
Doctor of Arts Degree 
from Harvard Univer-
sity. Njideka Akunyili 
Crosby, Nigerian artist 
living in Los Angeles, 
was awarded the 2016 
Canson Prize for ‘Art 
on Paper’ and her work 
‘Drown’ (2014) sold at 
$1,092,500 at Sotheby’s 
New York Contempo-
rary Art sale in Novem-
ber, setting a new record 
for African contempo-
rary art at auctions.

“Laolu Senbanjo, an-
other Nigerian artist 
living in the US, had 
first of its kind collabo-
rations with top sports 
brand Nike and Ameri-
can singer Beyonce. Ber-
lin-based sound artist 
Emeka Ogboh received 
the 2016 Böttcherstraße 
Award by Kunsthalle 
Bremen in Germany 
for a project that high-
lighted the challenges 
of global migration. The 
Böttcherstraße Award is 

Bright prospects for 
African art market in 2017

5 Sunday 08 January 2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

El Anatsui, Peju’s Robe 2006. Courtesy Bonhams

…as interest in contemporary art production from the continent soars

CHUKS OLUIGBO
among the leading and 
highest awards in the 
field of contemporary 
art in Germany.”

This new diversity of 
art and the flourishing 
market has led to the 
opening of numerous 
galleries with a focus on 
Africa in the past two 
years, according to Péus.

“In London young 
gallerists at Tyburn or 
50Golborne represent 
emerging artists such 
as Mohau Modisakeng 
and Cyrus Kabiru. In col-
laboration with Everard 
Read and CIRCA from 
South Africa, London’s 
CIRCA Gallery exhibits 
mainly South African 
artists in Chelsea. Art 
meets Camera from 
Cape Town concentrates 
on young photographic 
art; Art Twenty One in 
Lagos on art from West 
Africa. And the Circle 
Art Gallery in Nairobi is 
striving to become the 
main address for East 
African art,” she says.

Auctioneers, such as 
Bonhams, are also repo-
sitioning themselves.

“Hoping to find new 
collectors, Bonhams split 
its Africa section into a 
modern and a contem-
porary division in 2015. 
At the Post-War and 
Contemporary Art auc-
tion in February 2016, 
El Anatsui’s Peju’s Robe 
was sold for roughly 
960,542 euros including 
acceptance,” writes Péus.

“The auction Africa 
Now – Modern Africa 
in May also fulfilled the 
high expectations: 85 
percent of the lots were 
sold, including Ben En-
wonwu’s Spirit of Ogolo 
for 260,500 euros (esti-
mated price between 
119,000 and 178,000), so 
far the maximum price 
for an oil painting by 
the Nigerian artist. With 
210,144 euros, El Anat-
sui’s Used Towel also 
marked a new auction 
record for a wood sculp-
ture by the Ghanaian.”

By and large, she says, 
the market for modern 
and contemporary Af-
rican art still has plen-
ty of room to grow: “it 
amounts to only $20 
million, respectively 
0.0003 percent of the 
estimated global art mar-
ket turnover of $63.8 
billion (2015 TEFAF Art 
Market Report)”.
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S/East govs urged to work in 
harmony to develop regionT

he Igbo World 
Union (IWU) 
has called on 
governors of 
the South-

East states to put politics 
aside and work in har-
mony for the progress, 
growth and develop-
ment of the region.

Mishak Nnanta, the 
initiator and founder 
of IWU, made the call 
while speaking at his 
Gburugburu Ndi Igbo 
D u m’ s  c o m p o u n d , 
Umuajata-Olokoro, 
Umuahia South LGA 
of Abia State during his 
3rd Ofala festival.

“The Igbo are yet to 
reach their land of Eldo-
rado, even though we 
are the first son of Nige-
ria. Our problems are in 
our hands. We should 

shun disintegration. We 
should move and sue 
for unity. If we insist we 
want to leave this coun-
try, who do we leave 
Nigeria for?” he said.

He observed that the 
last two decades had 
witnessed the decline/
near abandonment of 
Igbo cultures and ethics. 
Even the Igbo language 
was not spared, to the 
extent that “the United 
Nations Education and 

Research Centre was 
alarmed to alert of the 
impending annihila-
tion/extinction of Igbo 
language come 2050”, 
he said.

Nnanta said the eth-
ics of good moral con-
duct and decent dress-
ing had been thrown 
into the dustbin, only to 
imbibe foreign cultures 
of near naked dressing, 
homosexuality, besti-
ality, lesbianism and 
gay marriage, among 
others.

He said that IWU 
as a socio-cultural or-

ganization upholding 
and championing the 
preservation and pro-
motion of Igbo ethics 
and culture was poised 
to reversing these neg-
ative trends through 
the revival of ethics, 
language, and cultural 
heritages, so that future 
generations would have 
a lingual, ethical and 
cultural database refer-
ence to fall back on.

“ I W U  a l s o  a i m 
to showcase Ndigbo, 
their customs, cultural 
heritage and the Igbo 
people’s legendary hos-

SUNDAYBD 6  Sunday 08 January 2017C002D5556

UDOKA AGWU, UmUAhiA

Debo Atunwa (r), employees relations manager, Total Nigeria Plc, and Miss Rachael Egwerehe, first prize winner in the quiz competition held during 
the Total Nigeria Plc children’s Christmas party in Lagos, recently. 

pitality to the world 
with a grand view of re-
positioning Ndigbo and 
Nigeria through same 
by attracting dignitar-
ies and investors from 
around the globe, there-
by opening a whole new 
vista for Ndigbo and 
Nigeria,” he said.

He encouraged Ndig-
bo to accord the federal 
government of Presi-
dent Muhammadu Bu-
hari all the maximum 
cooperation and har-
monious understanding 
as they did to the past 
leaders, especially in his 

dogged fight to change 
the psyche of Nigerians 
through the ethos called 
“Change Begins With 
Me”, which according 
to him, was in tandem 
with the Igbo adage, 
“Ana esi n’ulo mara 
mma puo n’ezi (Charity 
begins at home)”.

He said the organiza-
tion was solidly behind 
Mr. President and in-
sisted that the presi-
dent’s actions should 
cause Ndigbo to wake 
up from their slumber 
and regain their rightful 
place in the country.

‘Economic recession should 
not dampen support for 
sports in the country’

N
kechi Ikpeazu, 
wife of the Abia 
State governor, 
has called on all 

sports philanthropists 
and corporate sponsors 
not to allow the cur-
rent economic situation 
dampen their support 
for the development of 
sports in the country.

She made the call in 
Umuahia during the clos-
ing ceremony of the 3rd 
edition of the Nkechi 
Ikpeazu National Open 
Parabadminton Champi-
onship which took place 
at the indoor sports hall 
of Umuahia Township 
Stadium.

The first lady, who 
sponsored the event, not-
ed that Parabadminton 
was a new sport in the 
Olympics, adding that she 
was promoting it so that 
the country could win 
international recognition 
through it as well as haul 
medals at the Olympics.

“The current national 
economic state is seri-
ously affecting sports 
development in Nigeria. 
We pray it will end soon 
so that our sporting com-
munity will once again 
thrive. Nevertheless I 
urge conglomerates and 
sports philanthropists to 
see this period as a chal-
lenge and do their best 
to keep our games alive,” 
she said. 

“Apart from this event 
I often sponsor our dis-
abled athletes to several 
sports events all over 
the country. I am also a 
major sponsor of Abia 
Angels Female Premier 
League Club. Sports is in 
my blood and I love it,” 

Don’t lose hope on economy, Ajimobi urges Nigerians

O
yo State gov-
ernor, Abiola 
Ajimobi, has 
called for a re-

newed hope from the 
country’s citizens on 
the ability of the All 
Progressives Congress-
led Federal Government 
to salvage the country 
from the pervading eco-
nomic challenges.

Although the gov-
ernor said he was not 
unmindful of the telling 
effect of the recession on 
the populace, he, how-
ever, said they should 
continue to trust in the 
FG’s ability to put the 
economy back on track 
judging by the ongoing 

re-jigging efforts.
While expressing 

happiness with the 
success so far recorded 
by the military in the 
fight against the Boko 
Haram insurgents in 
the North-East, the gov-
ernor appealed to the 
Niger-Delta militants 
to sheathe their swords 
and allow peace to reign 
in the zone.

In his New Year mes-
sage issued by his special 
adviser on communica-
tion and strategy, Yomi 
Layinka, in Ibadan, Aji-
mobi saluted the gal-
lantry of the country’s 
army and other secu-
rity agencies, calling for 
prayers and support for 
the families of officers 
and soldiers who paid 

the supreme price or 
lost limbs in the patriotic 
fight that culminated in 
liberation of the dreaded 
Sambisa forest. 

“The economic reces-
sion currently staring 
us in the face in Nigeria 
calls for concerted ef-
forts on the part of all 
and sundry to play the 
roles expected of us to 
ensure that the country 
survives these trying 
times,” the governor said.

“Part of these efforts 
is for the restive Niger-
Delta youths to cease 
fire and allow peace to 
reign. They should stop 
the sabotage of oil in-
stallations and embrace 
dialogue. They should 
realize that it is only in 
an atmosphere of peace 

that the desired develop-
ment can be achieved.”

He assured Oyo State 
citizens that with their 
cooperation and sup-
port, his administration 
would continue to work 
towards the recovery of 
our economy.

“Recall that in my 
b u d g e t  s p e e c h  o n 
Thursday, I reported 
how much work had 
been done to enhance 
our revenue base by ex-
panding the tax net; by 
blocking financial loop-
holes, fixing leakages 
and institutionalizing 
prudence in all spheres 
of the administration. 
May I, therefore, urge 
you to play your part in 
this direction,” Ajimobi 
said. 

AKiNREmi FEYiSiPO

...as Nkechi ikpeazu etches name as sports philanthropist
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she added.

Chinwe Nwanganga, 
the state commissioner 
for sports, said the event 
in Umuahia buttressed 
the fact that Abia was 
a major hub for sports 
development, pointing 
out that the state parad-
ed several champions in 
track, field and indoor 
sports.

The commissioner also 
boasted that Abia was the 
only state with three Pre-
mier League club-sides 
– Enyimba FC, Abia War-
riors and Abia Angels FC.

Also speaking, Samuel 
Ekeoma, national coor-
dinator, Parabadminton 
Association of Nigeria, 
said the competition had 
afforded the participants 
the opportunity of stay-
ing fit while evaluat-
ing their performance 
against other competi-
tors.

Ekeoma emphasized 
the need for more sup-
port to be given to Parab-
adminton and other dis-
abled sports, pointing 
out that the governor’s 
wife had so far given the 
development of the game 
a desired push.

He used the opportu-
nity to challenge corpo-
rate bodies, individuals 
and state governments 
to emulate the first lady 
and support the growth 
of the games.

Ekeoma said that para-
sports had remained the 
leading source of Interna-
tional laurels and recog-
nition for Nigeria given 
the consistency of ath-
letes in the various track, 
field and indoor events, 
calling on the federal gov-
ernment and the Nigeria 
Olympic Committee to 
give more attention to 
the sport. 
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PH hosts Nigerian Army’s new 
division targeting key oil states
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P
ort Harc ourt, 
the Rivers State 
capital, has been 
named as the 

headquarters of the 
newest division of the 
Nigeria Army targeted 
at securing the key oil 
states of Rivers, Bayelsa, 
Delta and Akwa Ibom.

The new division, 
called 6 Amphibious 
Division, is created to 
compliment the efforts 
of the Navy in securing 
the creeks and rivers of 
the oil region.

Before now, Port Har-
court had had an Am-
phibious Brigade (Bori 
Camp), now a division.

Hints of the creation 
of two more divisions 
of the Army (6 and 8 
divisions) emerged on 
January 13, 2016, but 
it was confirmed in 

November 2016 by the 
Chief of Army Staff Tu-
kur Burutai. Even then, 
no mention was made 
of the city or state to host 
the headquarters for the 
Niger Delta. Now, the 
picture seems clearer as 
a General Officer Com-
manding (GOC) has been 
appointed, in the person 
of Major-General Ka-
simu Abdulkareem.

The new GOC has al-
ready arrived Port Har-
court to set up the struc-
tures and has paid a visit 
to the governor of Riv-
ers State, Nyesom Wike. 
Wike had been bitter 
with security agencies 
since the rerun elections 
of December 10, 2016, 
with bitter complaints 
that they got huge sup-
port from his administra-
tion only to turn round 
to support his political 
rivals.

Now, however, the 

governor has offered 
support to the new 
army division and even 
pointed to them where 
to strike hardest.

The new GOC, while 
briefing the governor, 
informed that the new 
division was created 
out of the 82 Division in 
Enugu on November 7, 
2016 in order to promote 
regional security. 

He confirmed that the 
division is to be in Port 
Harcourt and would 
focus on Rivers, Akwa 
Ibom, Delta and Bayelsa 
States to fight pipeline 
vandalism, cultism and 
militancy. He called on 
the Rivers State gov-
ernment to support the 
division.  Reacting, Gov 
Wike said the state gov-
ernment would support 
the Division in strength-
ening the security archi-
tecture of the state and 
its environs.

Ganduje’s light rail project promises 
to deliver value to Kano residents

A
g a i n s t 
mounting 
c r i t i c i s m 
from mem-
bers of the 

political camp of his 
ex-godfather, Senator 
Rabiu Musa Kwank-
waso, Governor Umar 
Abdullahi Ganduje has 
commenced the process 
of developing a world-
class light rail system for 
the over 1,000-years-old 
city of Kano.

The move is one of 
the conscious initiatives 
of the Ganduje admin-
istration to transform 
the ancient city from its 
current antiquity profile 
to a mega city that can 
compete with other cit-
ies of the world.    

Although it has been 
an age-long desire of 
most residents of the 
state to have Kano turn 
into a mega city that will 
be equipped with global-
rated infrastructure –
good network of roads, 
modern railway and 
airport facility, efficient 
communication tool, 
well-managed waste 
and sewage system – 
Governor Ganduje will 
go down in history as the 
first political leader in 

the state to give practical 
expression to the aspira-
tion of the residents in 
this regard.

The inauguration of 
an administrative com-
mittee for the Kano 
Metropolitan Light Rail 
Project, under the chair-
manship of Umar Tofa, 
a distinguished business 
leader, has scaled up the 
hope of most residents 
to have a modern urban 
railway system in place 
in the state.

While inaugurating 
the committee at the Ex-
ecutive Council Cham-
ber of the Kano State 
government, Thursday, 
Governor Ganduje dis-
closed that his admin-
istration was seeking 
about $1.85bn loan fa-
cility from the Bank of 
China, China Import and 
Export Bank, and China 
Development Bank to 
finance the project.

He said 85 percent of 
the contract sum would 

be sourced from foreign 
loan while the balance 
of 15 percent would be 
sourced locally, and that 
the repayment period 
was not more than 15 
years. He added that the 
rail, with a total length of 
about 73 km, will criss-
cross Kano metropolitan 
and would be executed 
in four phases.

“We have computed 
what we are generating 
from the state IGR and 
we know that we can 
pay back the loan facility 
and the interest within 
the stipulated period. 
The repayment is ex-
pected to start after the 
project is completed and 
starts operating, when 
the residents of the state 
will start enjoying the 
rail service and the rev-
enue will start flowing 
in. And from the cal-
culation of the experts, 
the revenue flow will 
be able cover the loan 
payment, and the project 
will eventually become 
a revenue-earning asset 
to the state,” Ganduje 
explained.

“So for those doubting 
Thomases and for those 
people trying to distract 
us by lying to the people, 
I mean the politically-
ignorant people, they 
will now know that this 

Umar Abdullahi Ganduje

…seeks $1.85bn loan from China
project is a project that 
will make Kano a mega 
city,” he said.      

The governor pointed 
out that the feasibility 
studies had shown the 
project was extremely 
viable while the con-
tractor had expressed 
confidence in the ability 
of the state government 
to make the project a 
huge success.

He disclosed that 
Kano State and China 
R a i l w ay  C o m p a ny 
Group (CR18G-CRECG) 
had entered into an 
agreement in respect 
of the execution of the 
project, explaining that 
the only step remaining 
for the project to start 
was an approval letter 
from the Federal Gov-
ernment.

He informed that he 
led a delegation that met 
with the Chinese com-
pany at its headquarters 
and had extensive dis-
cussion on the projects 
during his recent visit 
to China, where CR18G-
CRECG took the dele-
gates to inspect some of 
its rail works in some 
parts of the country, es-
pecially at Tianjin City.

He said during the 
visit also, he met with 
officials of Bank of Chi-
na, China Import and 

Export Bank and China 
Development Bank. He 
added that CDB would 
provide 85 percent of 
the project cost with 
3 percent as interest, 
pointing out that if the 
loan was to be sourced 
from Nigerian banks, the 
interest rate would have 
been about 15 percent.

Governor Ganduje 
said the state metropoli-
tan light rail initiative, 
as assured by experts, 
would be able to pay the 
loan through its expect-
ed generated revenue, 
appealing to the people 
of the state to critically 
look into the benefits of 
the project considering 
the population and plan 
to make the state a true 
mega city.

Umar Tofa, the com-
mittee head, described 
the project as a well-
conceived idea aimed at 
achieving the objective 
of making Kano a mega 
city.    

Tofa, who is also the 
district head of Tofa Lo-
cal Government Area 
of the state, assured the 
governor and the citi-
zens that the committee 
would work with integ-
rity, professionalism, and 
sincerity to see that the 
project delivers value to 
the people of the state.

IgNAtIus CHukwu

AdeolA AjAkAIye

…wike pledges support

we’re turning osun into a model of 
civilised administration – Aregbesola

T
he Governor 
of Osun, Rauf 
Aregbesola, has 
reaffirmed his 

administration’s com-
mitment to turn the 
state to a model of ci-
vilised administration 
in the country.

He said his govern-
ment had not relented 
in its determination to 
achieve 25 years work 
within eight years.

Governor Aregbesola 
gave the assurance while 
receiving the leadership 
of Methodist Church of 
Nigeria at the Govern-
ment House, Osogbo.

He said his adminis-
tration has been work-
ing round the clock to 
revive the state’s econ-
omy and position the 
state among the most 
viable economic states 
in Nigeria.

Aregbesola said his 
government, since in-

ception in 2010, has been 
treading the path of eco-
nomic reinvigoration, 
which, according to him, 
helped it to record un-
precedented feats in the 
last six years.

He said the state un-
der his leadership has 
succeeded in its designed 
policies of economic re-
engineering and revitali-
sation aimed at achiev-
ing greater profitability, 
effectiveness and pro-
ductivity. Aregbesola 
said his coming to the 
state was not in any way 
by accident but rather 
a clarion call to liberate 
the good people of the 
state from the shackles 
of backwardness.

The governor, who 
described his emergence 
as the regaining of “hope” 
that had already been 
lost, said his “coming to 
Osun has given birth to 
socio-economic prosper-
ity and political stability”.

According to him, 
the state government, 

having realised the eco-
nomic potential of the 
state, decided to em-
bark on people-oriented 
programmes that have 
positively affected the 
lives of the residents.

Affirming his belief in 
the efficacy of prayers, 
Aregbesola attributed 
some of the achieve-
ments made by his gov-
ernment to unflinching 
support received from 
religious leaders and 
called on religious lead-
ers in the country to 
save the nation from its 
present economic situ-
ation.

He said the country 
has reached a climax 
where prayers and sup-
plication are indispens-
able to facilitate quick 
survival.

“I am a product of 
prayers. I believe strong-
ly in the efficacy of 
prayers. That is why our 
administration has been 
growing from strength 
to strength,” he said.

AkINremI FeyIsIPo
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Abia verification panel 
unearths rot in LG system  

A
bout 4,675 
staff in the 
Abia State 
Local Gov-
e r n m e n t 

system are now in trou-
ble for alleged involve-
ment in offences ranging 
from certificate forgery, 
falsification of age and 
improper placement on 
grade levels.

A 13-man panel set 
up by the state govern-
ment to verify the actual 
workforce and the ser-
vice records of workers 
in the third tier of gov-
ernment sat between 
December 22, 2015 and 
August 25, 2016.

In the course of the 
verification exercise, the 
panel, chaired by Allwell 
Asiforo Okere, former 
Deputy Speaker of Abia 
State House of Assembly, 
made startling findings.

Out of 17,895 staff 
strength of the third 
tier of government, 363 
were discovered to have 
secured employment 
with forged certificates 
from four local gov-
ernment areas so far 
verified. These include 
Aba South, Umuahia 
South, Umunneochi and 
Osisioma.

The panel in its report 
said due to limited re-
sources, it was not able to 
verify all the certificates 
presented by workers. 
It said, however, that 
some WAEC O-level cer-

tificates, NABTEB and 
NECO whose genuine-
ness was in doubt from 
various councils were 
verified.

The panel further said 
that few university de-
grees and diploma cer-
tificates were equally 
verified.

“There is a pressing 
need to verify all cer-
tificates issued by WAEC 
and further verify all 
certificates issued by 
NECO, NABTEB, poly-
technics, monotechnics, 
colleges of education, 
universities and other 
professional bodies,” the 

panel recommended.
Out of 17,895 veri-

fied by the panel, 3,886 
workers had problems 
with their service re-
cords and were subse-
quently recommended 
to proceed on three 
months suspension 
without salaries, while 
180 staff who manip-
ulated promotions to 
their favour were rec-
ommended to either 
be properly placed or 
downloaded. The panel 
also discovered that 
two staff who died long 
ago were still drawing 
their salaries.

Reacting to findings 
of the panel, Charles 
Ogbonnaya, the state 
commissioner for Local 
Government and Chief-
taincy Affairs, said that 
the development had 
confirmed his fear that 
the third tier of gov-
ernment needed to be 
sanitized.

He observed that 
while government was 
working tirelessly to 
provide the needed de-
mocracy dividends to 
Abians, few individuals 
were busy manipulating 
the system for their own 
selfish interest.

He said government 
had to act fast to ensure 
that apart from payment 
of salaries, the councils 
had to finance the provi-
sion of basic and critical 
infrastructure to the 
grassroots.

The commissioner de-
cried a situation where 
some people were keep-
ing two jobs within the 
system and drawing 
salaries to the detriment 
of government.

He pledged the readi-
ness of his ministry to 
continue with the exer-
cise until the entire sys-
tem was sanitized, while 
also commending the 
state governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu, for raising the 
panel that had done a 
thorough job. He as-
sured that his ministry 
would continue carry 
out its constitutional 
responsibility.

Allwell Asiforo Okere, former deputy speaker,  Abia

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

T
h e  D i re c t o r 
o f  D e f e n c e 
Information, 
Brig-Gen Rabe 

Abubakar, on Thursday 
opened up for the first 
time on the role of the 
military in the Decem-
ber 10, 2016 rerun elec-
tions in parts of Rivers 
State.

At least 38,000 secu-
rity personnel pooled 
from the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Police, Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC) 
and other paramilitary 
formations were de-
ployed to Rivers State, 
in what international 
observers described as 
military over-kill for 
mere 21 assembly con-
stituency seats.

There has been an 
overwhelming condem-
nation of the role of the 
military and other secu-
rity agencies in influenc-
ing the outcome of the 
elections across the state.

Rivers State Gover-
nor Nyesom Wike and 
the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) in the state, 
speaking against rival 
All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), had come 
down heavily on the 
military for its alleged 
role in influencing the 
outcome of the elections 
in favour of their op-
ponents.

But Abubakar, on 
Thursday in Port Har-
court, stated that the 
military was not par-
tisan in the last re-run 
elections in the state but 
was merely on ground to 
provide its professional 
services during the elec-
tions.

In a media chat with 
journalists, Abubakar, 
who is on tour of the 
different military for-
mations in the country, 
announcing a transfor-
mation process in the 
Nigerian military, stated 
that the military was 
very professional in the 
exercise of it responsi-
bilities during the much-
castigated elections.

He said the military 
in its operations in re-
lation to elections has 
the responsibility of se-

curing the lives of the 
electorates and ensuring 
they have a safe and 
conducive atmosphere 
to peacefully exercise 
their franchise, add-
ing that in the event of 
any default the military 
authority has internal 
mechanisms to disci-
pline any indicted of-
ficer.

“If there is any per-
son found wanting of 
professional misconduct 
during the Rivers re-run 
elections he would not 
be condoned. 

The military does not 
take sides with any po-
litical party in the con-
duct of elections,” said 
Abubakar.

He challenged any-
one or establishment 
with credible evidence 
against the military in 
the conduct of the last 
re-run elections to come 
up with such evidence.

Abubakar explained 
that part of the on-going 
transformation of the 
military include that 
henceforth, the military 
would be more open to 
the press, regularly dish 
out of information, and 
would be ready to re-
spond to enquiries from 
journalists.

“The military views 
the media as an impor-
tant aspect of its opera-
tions of ensuring total 
peace and security in 
all parts of the country. 
We are always out to do 
all that is in our part to 
safeguard the lives and 
property of individuals 
and government,” he 
said.

He said the media was 
one of the important 
agencies that contrib-
ute to the achievement 
of peace in the society 
through its reportage of 
events and urged jour-
nalists to avoid reporting 
anything that would 
jeopardize the peace and 
harmony of the country.

“Let me assure you of 
our non-partisanship, 
and we expect you to 
see us as that,” he said, 
urging the media to help 
the people know that 
the military and other 
agencies are always out 
to maintain the security 
of lives and property.

Military not partisan 
in Dec. 10 Rivers rerun 
elections – Defence Hqtrs

…4,675 workers in trouble, 363 to be sacked for certificate forgery
BEN EGUZOZIE

L-R:  Oghenevwoke Ighure, executive director, Digital Services, BusinessDay; Paqueens Irabor, state officer, Bank of Industry; Yinka Adegboye, group head, 
Strategy and Corporate Transformation, Bank of Industry; Funmi Soetan, professor of Economics, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife; Adaora Ayoade, MD/
CEO, EZ37 Solutions Limited, and Femi Ogundele, senior research fellow, Economic Policy Research Department, Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic 
Research (NISER).
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S
enate President Bukola 
Saraki recently started what 
is turning into a cult move-
ment on social networking 
site Twitter – the Made in 

Nigeria Challenge. According to 
him, the Challenge was to showcase 
everyday products that are produced 
by Nigerians in Nigeria.

Nevertheless, one aggrieved fol-
lower, out of his over half a million 
followers, felt Saraki was losing 
touch with reality and tweeted at 
him.

“@bukolasaraki you are so out of 
touch with SMEs. What they really 
need is for CAC (Corporate Affairs 
Commission), CBN (Central Bank of 
Nigeria), BOI (Bank of Industry) to 
work and reduce the bottlenecks 
they create,” Paul tweeted from the 
handle @justyn3xjp.

The Senate president wasted no 
time in responding: “Good morning, 
agencies mentioned will be invited 
to the #MadeinNigeria Roundtable 
where stakeholders will be able to 
discuss needed improvements.”

His response was retweeted 26 
times and ‘Liked’ 28 times.

Bukola Saraki’s tactful response 
is one out of many examples of con-
certed efforts by officials in the Ni-
geria government to engage citizens 
and their communities using popular 
online social platforms like Twitter.

The office of the presidency alone 
boasts of six ‘verified’ Twitter ac-
counts. These include @Mbuhari 
(President Buhari’s personal handle), 
@NGRPresident, @ProfOsinbajo 
(Vice President Yemi Osinbajo’s per-
sonal account), @AsoRock, @Digi-
commsNG, and @GarShehu (Garba 
Shehu, President’s official spokesper-
son’s personal handle).

Expectedly, the president’s per-

Finally, government is tweeting

FRANK ELEANYA
sonal account @Mbuhari commands 
the largest followership of all the 
official accounts with over 839,000. 
@ProfOsinbajo follows it closely 
with over 764,000 followers. @NGR-
President is third with over 421,000 
followers, while @GarShehu and @
DigicommsNG (by far the most regu-
larly updated) makes the rear with 
248,000 and 151,000, respectively.

Aside from presidents of countries 
like Ghana, Senegal, South Africa, 
Mauritius, and Rwanda, the presi-
dent’s personal handle also follows 
Kayode Ogundamisi, a political com-
mentator, Oby Ezekwesili, former 
education minister, Lola Shoneyin, 
an author and director of Ake Arts 
Festival, among others. 

The presidential handles have 
become the public’s go-to places for 
original and important updates and 
information from the presidency. 
It could be tweets of a most recent 
speech from the president, a reaction 
over a national incident, a meeting 
with dignitaries from within or out-
side the country, explaining a policy 
statement and many more. The han-
dles share updates on the activities 
and milestones of the various federal 
ministries, departments and agencies.    

Over 70 percent of federal agen-
cies own an account. Many of them 
are finding Twitter as an important 
platform to showcase their achieve-
ments and disseminate important 
information or updates. In December, 
the handle @NNPCgroup, belonging 
to the Nigeria National Petroleum 
Corporation, emerged winner for 
overall social media use among 
federal parastatals in Nigeria at the 
Phillips Consulting and WebJurists 
award ceremony.

Out of the 22 federal ministries cur-
rently existing under the President 
Buhari administration, seven either 
have their accounts suspended or are 

yet to create one. Ministry of Petro-
leum Resources, Ministry of Science 
and Technology, Ministry of Women 
Affairs, and Ministry of Finance all 
have their accounts suspended, while 
Ministry of Sports and Youth Devel-
opment, Ministry of Mines and Steel, 
and Ministry of Labour and Produc-
tivity do not have accounts.

The Ministry of Defence is the most 
followed of the ministries with over 
162,000. The Ministries of Aviation, 
Information and Environment follow 
behind with over 125,000, 84,500 and 
14,700 followers, respectively. While 
the Ministries of Defence, Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Environment, 
Health, and Agriculture have verified 
accounts, the Ministry of Information 
is the most updated with over 28,900 
tweets. 

The increased Twitter adoption by 
government officials and agencies is a 
clear progress from what it was in the 
past. For instance, the official govern-
ment handle under the Goodluck 
Jonathan administration @GovNige-
ria only had 810 followers before the 
Buhari government abandoned it.

However, the account suspension 
of Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy may come as a disappointment, 
and so will the fact that the personal 
account of the minister in charge, 
Ogbonnaya Onu, only boasts of less 
than 600 followers.

In comparison, India’s Minister of 
Science and Technology, Harsh Vard-
han, tweets from his verified handle 
@drharshvardhan to his over 1.36 
million followers.

Social media has become a crucial 
part of how we interact with friends, 
community and even run our cities. 
Nigeria was ranked second most ac-
tive Twitter users in Africa with 350 
million geolocated tweets in 2015 by 
the Portlands Communications report 
released in 2016.

Being on Twitter offers several 
opportunities for any government. 
First, it gives citizens real-time access 
to air their concerns. Recall that ar-
rowheads of the fuel subsidy protests 
in 2012 made very good use of Twitter 
to mobilize people to go on the street.

Today, we see more and more 
individual politicians and entire gov-
ernments beginning to use Twitter 
to connect with their communities 
in new, open ways. India is one such 
government that has gone as far as 
rewarding cabinet members with 
special awards for Twitter use.

In the wake of plans to exit the 
European Union, the UK government 
deemed it very important to create a 
Brexit Twitter account @DExEUgov 
from which it hopes to drive citizen 
consciousness on the entire exit 
process.    

Twitter is a type of soapbox for 
American politicians who use it to 
speak directly to their constituents. 
Even the Republicans largely viewed 
as very conservative are urging their 
members to get on social media.

The Nigerian Senate under Bukola 
Saraki has made significant advance-
ment in embracing the platform to 
reach out to their constituents.

The state governments have also 
latched onto Twitter to reach their 
people within and outside their 
states. Out of the 36 states, it is only 
Yobe that does not have a Twitter 
account.

A popular trend with most of the 
handles is that they are most plat-
forms for announcing various poli-
cies, projects and programmes. Very 
many of the public entities are actu-
ally utilizing their Twitter handles to 
interact with the general populace 
(apart from a few retweets) and 
their high doubt that the thousands 
of suggestions that they receive are 
ever looked at, let alone noted.

Yemi Osinbajo Ogbonnanya Onu

Many more agencies of government are adopting the social media, particularly Twitter, as a means 
of interaction and information dissemination. Regrettably, ICT, Science and Technology ministries lag.

Bukola Saraki
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Give killer herdsmen, kidnappers the Boko 
Haram treatment in 2017, Nigerians urge Buhari

W
i t h  c o m -
m e n d a -
tions com-
ing to the 
N i g e r i a n 

government from various 
quarters, including the Unit-
ed Nations, for the successes 
recorded in the fight against 
Boko Haram in 2016, Nige-
rians are asking the govern-
ment to replicate the same 
feat in the fight against Fulani 
herdsmen and kidnappers.

They say apart from Boko 
Haram, which had hitherto 
killed thousands of people 
in the North-East and sacked 
several communities, these 
two other groups equally pose 
serious security threat to the 
nation and its citizens.

Only recently, a total of 
808 people were killed by 
suspected Fulani herdsmen 
in 53 villages across four local 
government areas in Kaduna 
State. 

Giving statistics of the kill-
ings and destruction in a 
statement, the leadership of 
the Catholic Diocese of Kafan-
chan, Kaduna State, informed 
that 57 people were injured, 
farm produce estimated at 
N5.5 billion was destroyed, 
while a total of 1,422 houses 
and 16 churches were burnt.

The Nigerian Army has 
evidently recorded victories 
in the ongoing efforts to rid 
the North-East of Boko Haram 
insurgents. The Army again 
consolidated on its current 
successes when it discovered 
a bomb-making factory left 
behind by fleeing insurgents. 
Some of the items recovered 
at the factory included ve-
hicles, several motorcycles 
and bomb-making materials.

According to military au-
thority, 1,240 suspected Boko 
Haram terrorists were arrest-
ed during a mop-up operation 
by troops inside the Sambisa 
forest.

Ifeanyi Araraume, who 
represented Imo North Sena-
torial District at the National 
Assembly between 1999 and 
2003, described the capture of 
Sambisa forest as a fulfilment 
of President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s electoral promise 
to defeat insurgency in the 
country.

Major-General Lucky Ira-
bor, theatre commander, Op-
eration Lafiya Dole, while up-
dating journalists on what the 

military authority themed 
‘Operation Rescue Final’ in 
Maiduguri, the Borno State 
capital, had said the Army 
recovered Abubakar Shekau’s 
Qur’an and flag in Camp Zero, 
the Boko Haram’s headquar-
ters in Sambisa forest.

“413 of the suspects arrest-
ed are male adults; 323 female 
adults; 251 male children; and 
253 female children. We are 
interrogating them to know 
whether they are Boko Ha-
ram members, because there 
is no way somebody that is 
not their member would live 
inside Sambisa forest,” he said.

“We are still on the trail of 
the terrorists and I want to as-
sure you that all escape routes 
have been blocked. Within 
this period also, about 30 flee-
ing suspected Boko Haram 
members have surrendered 
to the Niger Multinational 
Troops on the shores of the 
Lake Chad and we learnt that 
they were taken to Difa in the 
Niger Republic,” he said.

But controversy has, how-
ever, been trailing the pur-
ported Boko Haram flag that 
the military authority said 
it recovered at Sambisa for-
est, after a video reportedly 
posted by Abubakar Shekau 
surfaced on social media dis-
crediting the military position 
on the flag and the war in 
general. 

But President Buhari has 
since received the flag of Boko 

Haram from the Sambisa for-
est as claimed by the military. 
The president, who spoke at 
the 2016 Regimental Dinner 
organized by the Presidential 
Brigades of Guards in Abuja, 
however, kept mute along 
with the military on Abubakar 
Shekau’s denial of his defeat in 
the new video. Nothing was 
also said about the attacks in 
Borno on December 30, 2016.

These notwithstanding, the 
agenda Nigerians are now set-
ting for crime-fighting agen-
cies after the near decimation 
of Boko Haram is that the same 
effort should be deployed to 
fight the criminal activities 
of herdsmen and kidnappers.

Military, El-Rufai compli-
cation

A statement signed by Ibra-
him Yakubu, vicar general, 
Diocese of Kafanchan, alleged 
that during the recent herds-
men attacks in parts of Kadu-
na State, the military merely 
watched and supervised the 
burning of homes and that 
when the youths mobilised 
to repel the attackers, the 
soldiers deliberately blocked 
them from entering the town.

“It didn’t take the govern-
ment of El-Rufai time to figure 
out what to do to tackle armed 
robbery and cattle rustling in 
the Birnin Gwari area. Within 
the shortest possible time, 
soldiers were deployed and 
many of the cattle rustlers 
and bandits were either killed 
or arrested and cows in their 

hundreds were rescued,” the 
statement said.

“This is commendable and 
we are happy that the Fulanis 
in Birnin Gwari have been 
rescued from these bandits. 
If the government can deploy 
helicopters and soldiers to 
Birnin Gwari to help in track-
ing down the terrorists, why is 
the same government unwill-
ing to deploy the same soldiers 
and helicopters to Southern 
Kaduna to help flush out the 
Fulani herdsmen terrorising 
indigenes of Southern Ka-
duna?” it said.

Moses Ochonu, associate 
professor, African History at 
Vanderbilt University, Ten-
nessee, United States, ob-
served in a recent article that 
the Southern Kaduna attack 
was part of a broader geno-
cidal war against Nigerians.

“As we speak, an estimated 
53 villages lay in ruins, some 
of them occupied by Fulani 
herdsmen and their cattle, 
a forceful annexation that 
recalls the similarly forceful 
displacement in Agatu,” wrote 
Ochonu, who is also author of 
Colonial Meltdown: Northern 
Nigeria in the Great Depres-
sion (2009). 

He noted that although the 
crisis predates the adminis-
tration of Governor Nasir el-
Rufai, and thus the governor 
cannot be accused of causing 
it or being behind it as being 
insinuated in some quarters, 
his utterances and actions in 
the past and the present had 

exacerbated the problem and 
emboldened the attackers.

“El-Rufai has made sev-
eral egregious errors in dealing 
with the crisis. Some of these 
errors are errors of approach, 
thinking, and mentality. The 
errors have inspired actions 
that have wittingly or unwit-
tingly transformed what was 
a low-level series of massacres 
into a full-blown genocide. 

“El-Rufai is widely regarded 
as a Fulani supremacist, and 
with good reason. On July 12, 
2012, he tweeted the follow-
ing: ‘We will write this for 
all to read. Anyone, soldier or 
not, that kills the Fulani takes 
a loan repayable one day no 
matter how long it takes.’ The 
governor’s response to the kill-
ings in Southern Kaduna has 
been eerily consistent with 
this mindset.

“He was lending gubernato-
rial authority and credibility 
to the claims of foreign invad-
ers that they are revenging 
the killing of their kinsmen 
on Nigerian soil. Then, of 
course, there is the fact that 
even if the claim of revenge 
were legitimate, one would be 
compelled to ask how much 
Southern Kaduna blood would 
need to be spilled to pay for 
the herdsmen and cattle alleg-
edly killed in 2011?” Ochonu 
wrote.

Recall that in the past year, 
many Nigerian rural commu-
nities were attacked by men 
suspected to be Fulani herds-
men, with Agatu in Benue 

Herdsmen

NewsFeature
10 Sunday 08 January 2017SUNDAYBD C002D5556

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE



Sunday 08 January 2017 SUNDAYBD 11

NewsFeature
C002D5556

State and Nimbo in Enugu 
State being the worst hit with 
high casualties.

Many Nigerians had ac-
cused the President Buhari-
led Federal Government of 
not responding to the killings 
by herdsmen and security 
agencies of not doing enough 
to curtail their bloody cam-
paigns.

Poverty, ignorance, natural 
marginalisation to blame 

Balarabe Musa, former gov-
ernor of the old Kaduna State, 
identified poverty, ignorance 
and natural marginalization as 
the three factors responsible 
for the Southern Kaduna cri-
sis, especially the latest mas-
sacre of helpless residents by 
men said to be Fulani herds-
men.

He said there is no pres-
ence of both government and 
private sector in the region, 
lamenting that even govern-
ment-supported commercial 
farming has also eluded the 
people.

“Poverty and ignorance are 
part of the problems. There is 
also the issue of natural mar-
ginalization, which has made 
it difficult for Southern Ka-
duna to produce the governor 
of the state because they don’t 
have the voting power. They 
are aggrieved by all these fac-
tors,” he told BDSUNDAY in an 
interview.

He also took a swipe on 
Southern Kaduna elites whom 
he accused of fuelling the 
marginalization and not doing 
enough to bring to the fore 
developmental challenges con-
fronting the region.

“Southern Kaduna elites are 
part of the problems. At a time, 
a political party nominated 
their son to be its governorship 
candidate but they denounced 
him and rather campaigned 
and voted for the party who 
gave them money,” Musa said.

“If you go to Southern Ka-
duna now, you will find that 
there is no single factory; no 
plant where they produce 
even confectionery; no com-
mercial farming, but I am 
surprised that elites from the 
region are comfortable with 
the situation.”

Agenda for security agen-
cies

Asked to suggest ways se-
curity agents could record 
appreciable feat against the 
incessant killings by men sus-
pected to be Fulani herdsmen, 
Balarabe Musa advised that 
the police and the Department 
of State Services (DSS) should 
work closely with rural com-
munity leaders to give infor-
mation about herdsmen car-
rying sophisticated weapons.

“The activities of the Fulani 
herdsmen are criminal and 
they must be treated as crimi-
nals; there are no two ways 

about it. These set of Fulani 
are both from Nigeria and 
neighbouring countries. They 
also kill other innocent Fulani 
cattle breeders. The Fulani 
from other countries believe 
Nigeria is big and so they can 
come, make money and kill in 
the process,” he said.

“The police and other crime-
fighting agencies must be alive 
to their responsibility con-
cerning Fulani herdsmen this 
year. I am a victim of Fulani 
herdsmen and so, I know what 
it means. Two of my cows had 
been stolen at different times 
by these people.”

Musa explained that the 
setting-up of a commission of 
inquiry with members evenly 
drawn between both parties 
to look into the remote and 
proximate causes of the crisis 
would contribute to solving 
the problems.

He also confirmed that a 
combined team of soldiers and 
anti-riot policemen had been 
deployed in the area to main-
tain law and order following 
recent protests by people of 
the area over the killings.

A 24-hour curfew earlier 
imposed on the affected areas 
by the state government fol-
lowing the frequent attacks has 
since been reviewed. The State 
Security Council last week an-
nounced the partial relax of the 
curfew in Jema’a and Zangon-
Kataf local councils to now last 
from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

The scourge of kidnapping
Kidnapping was a major 

crime in 2016 and years before 
it. Some notable Nigerians and 
were kidnapped and released af-
ter the payment of huge ransom.

Margaret Emefiele, wife 
of Godwin Emefiele, Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) gover-

nor, was kidnapped towards 
the last quarter of 2016 near 
Agbor, Delta State.

Despite an outrage over his 
kidnapping both locally and 
internationally, Reverend Fa-
ther John Adeyi’s decomposed 
body was found in a bush 
at Odoba village in Otukpo 
area of Benue State. He was 
killed by his assailants in cold 
blood, despite receiving about 
N2 million from his family 
members.

Nigerians with long mem-
ory will not forget in a hurry 
how on September 21, 2015, 
Olu Falae, a former finance 
minister and Secretary to 
the Government of the Fed-
eration, was kidnapped by six 
Fulani herdsmen at his Ilado 
home in Akure, Ondo State. 
He was released after an un-
disclosed amount of ransom 
was paid by his family. The 
kidnappers initially asked for 
N100 million but later reduced 
it to N90 million.

On this list is Toyin Omo-
sowon, regent of Akungba 
Akoko in Ondo State, who 

was kidnapped on June 5, 
2015. The princess was re-
portedly kidnapped along 
Akure/Akungba-Akoko Ex-
press road while returning to 
the palace after attending an 
inaugural lecture by Igbekele 
Ajibefun, Vice Chancellor of 
Adekunle Ajasin University. 
She regained her freedom two 
weeks after through the joint 
effort of security agencies.

Similarly, James Adich-
ie, a professor and father of 
US-based Nigerian author, 
Chimamanda Adichie, was 
abducted on May 2, 2015. An 
undisclosed amount of money 
was paid to the kidnappers 
before Adichie was freed.

In the year 2012, Mabel 
Titi Okonjo, mother of Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, then Nigeria’s 
finance minister, was also 
abducted by a 10-man kidnap 
gang at Ogwashi-Ukwu, Delta 
state. Reports say the gang was 
paid a ransom of about N13 
million before she was released 
five days after her abduction.

Josiah Umukoro, uncle to 
former President Goodluck 

Jonathan, was kidnapped in 
Bayelsa State; Hassan Garuba, 
a magistrate in Edo State, was 
also kidnapped. And in Lagos, 
three school girls of Babington 
Macaulay Junior Seminary, 
Ikorodu, had a six-day har-
rowing experience in the cus-
tody of kidnappers before they 
breathed the air of freedom.

Way out
Amechi Ifedinezi, manag-

ing director and chief execu-
tive officer, Janfics Interna-
tional Limited, said the Federal 
Government should immedi-
ately take steps to address the 
root causes of kidnapping and 
other crimes by dealing with 
the high unemployment in 
the country and ensuring that 
the Nigeria Police Force and 
other crime-fighting agencies 
are well funded, trained and 
equipped to deal with crime.

“Good investigation into 
alleged crimes, timely arrests 
of suspects and effective pros-
ecution will go a long way in 
reducing kidnapping and oth-
er crimes,” he told BDSUNDAY.

Boko Haram

Kidnappers



Feature

A one-off boom of 
madness at the beach

F
rom the Elegushi Round-
about on the Lekki –Epe Ex-
pressway, you can see the 
traffic jam already building 
towards the nearby beach.  

Unlike the usual traffic that comes 
with stress, most of the motorists and 
occupants of their vehicles are not 
complaining because of the fun that 
awaits them at the beach. Of course, 
they are in a festive mood already.

 While still in the traffic, a bullion 
van meanders its way with unceas-
ing siren to the beach entrance, 
meters away. Moments later, the 
same van speeds back to wherever 
it comes from (though smoother as it 
now drives against traffic).

It is until keen observers get the 
Elegushi Beach entrance that the 
reason for the bullion van becomes 
obvious. About five poles to the en-
trance, managers of the beach are 
seen easing traffic by collecting gate 
fee and letting fun seekers in. “Oga, it 
is N1,000 per adult and no money for 
children under 12 years. You are five 
adults and your money is N5,000”, a 
beach official says, and stretches his 
right hand to collect the money from 
the driver of a vehicle. While the 
driver, and probably breadwinner of 
the family on picnic is still hesitating 
on paying or bargaining for cheaper 
fee, the official quickly laments, “Sir, 
if you are not paying leave the queue. 
We are not begging you”.

The man pays, as well as many 
others on the queue. Yet, a few yards 
from the main entrance, the fun seek-
ers meet another barricade. “Oga, 
pay N200 for parking space”, a man 
on plain clothe says. This time, the 
breadwinner is infuriated. “But I have 
just paid N5,000 for entrance. I am 
not paying for parking”, he insists. But 
with the increasing car horn blaring 
from motorists behind him, he pays 
and so also the other motorists.

After parking his car, the man step 
out and tries a mental count of the 
cars at the park. On getting to 1,000 
cars, he stops. But on a further enquir-
ing, he discovers that people keep 
visiting the beach in batches and at 
least 5,000 cars will pay for parking 
that day.

 Going by the figure, the beach 
realizes N1 million just from car park 
permit in one day. But the money 
spinners are the various beach activi-
ties that engage families, especially 
children.  To ensure good and harmo-
nized returns on their investments, 
handlers of fun activities on the 
beach also agreed on prices for every 
activity, which makes it difficult for 
bargaining by fun seekers.

From horse riding, bouncing castle, 
indoors children swimming pool, 
wheel of fun to even taking pic-

tures while engaged in any of these 
activities, every child or adult pays 
N1,000. As well, other drinks and food 
vendors, (who also paid in advance 
for permit to hawk on the beach) 
take advantage of the one-off festive 
outing to rip-off fun seekers, selling 
bottled soft drink from N200 instead 
of N120, N100 for bottled water, N20 
for sachet water, while ice cream goes 
from N200.

As well, mat and tent owners ex-
change their products from N2000 
to N5000 respectively, while bars and 
restaurants on the beach hike prices 
to as much as 300 percent.

Bearing all these in mind, the 
breadwinner hopes there is ATM 
around. He pays N1000 for each for 
three different beach activities for 
three of his children, while his wife 
and three other family relations pair 
to save money.   

What save the day is their food 
and drink pack, but what about oth-
ers who have to buy everything they 
need to make their beach outing 
splendid, especially as a plate of rice 
goes from N500, while a bottle of beer 
goes for N400 across the restaurants 
and bars at the beach.

It is while rounding off a somewhat 
swimming lesson for his wife that he 
hears the bullion van’s siren again. 
But on nearing the beach entrance on 
his way out, he asks after the bullion 
van from one of the security officials 
and discovers that the bullet-proof 
van comes to collect money made 
from sales after every three hours.

And true to the fact that fun seek-
ers visit in batches, he still meet queue 
(though not too long) while on his way 
out. At that moment, he asks a beach 
official directing motorists how many 
visitors they receive that day. “Oga, I 
don’t know, but we have sold over 100 
booklets and each booklet contains 50 

tickets”, he replies. With that, it im-
plies that over 5000 adults are on the 
beach and with N1000 gate pass, the 
beach is earning N5 million already 
besides car park, vendors permit and 
other related income.

While this captures the business 
and fun activities on Elegushi Private 
Beach on day, the beach makes almost 
same amount from December 24 till 
January 2, 2017, an unusual one week 
of boom.

Also Suntan Beach, Coconut Beach 
and Badagry Beach individually at-
tracted more fun seekers during the 
festive season-between 5000-8000 
each day of the one week boom, but 
they may not have made as much as 
Elegushi Beach because of the loca-
tion and caliber of visitors.

In total, all the beaches contribute 
over N150 million to the economy of 
Lagos State during the festive season 
going by an average of N5 million 
every day and N35 million for one 
week. But the question for most beach 
owners is why people hardly sustain 
the boom after the festive period.

Though he is smiling to the bank 
now, Magnus Olisa, owner of a mod-
ern bar and restaurant on Elegushi 
Beach, is not happy with the unsus-
tainable patronage.  “It is one week 
of boom. After now, we struggle to 
stay afloat in business because of low 
patronage and the next time we have 
something close to boom is Easter”, 
Olisa laments.    

Moyo Daramola, another bar op-
erator, notes that she did not stock 
her bar with expensive drinks dur-
ing the last festive boom because of 
the impact of recession and hence is 
preparing for the lean days ahead. “I 
buy what is in demand. All I do these 
days is something that will sustain my 
cash flow because it is only foreigners 
that patronize us during off season 

and they are very few”, she says.
Hafis Saqid, an operator of Bounc-

ing Castle as on the beach, is sad that 
many families are now visiting the 
beaches because it is festive season, 
and will rather take their children to 
shopping malls after now for fun. “We 
decided to increase our fares because 
it is a one-off thing for us. After now, 
many families will not visit beaches 
again until Easter. So, how do we sur-
vive if this is the only source of our 
livelihood?” he asks.

Also in the shoes of Sadiq is Musa 
Iliya, a horse rider on the beach.  
Musa earnestly desires that beaches 
are always full all through the year 
and not only during festive season to 
enable him make sustainable income 
from horse riding. “From next week 
you will see only few people here. It 
seems people go on break and come 
back whenever there is something to 
celebrate. But that is not good for our 
business, we need crowd to thrive”, 
Iliya laments.

However, Emeka Mordi, a tourism 
expert, notes that the low patronage 
after festive season sales cuts across 
all sectors of the economy. “It has 
become a culture. It is only during 
festive season that most people re-
member to visit relaxation centres, 
while many others think the regular 
visit to bar for drinks is relaxation. 
Tourism encourages family and 
friends outing, it is fun for everyone 
and it should not be only during 
festive season. What stops families 
from going to beaches in March, 
July or September, why only during 
Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s Day 
and October 1st”, he says.

Borrowing a leave from the enter-
tainment sector that is witnessing a 
resurgence of cinema culture, Mordi 
suggests that government should 
open public beaches that will be 
truly accessible, while operators of 
the beaches should also repackages 
their business with events targeted 
at families on regular basis.

“For me, beach going culture start-
ed going down since Eko Atlantic City 
took over the once famous Lagos Bar 
Beach. Since then, there is no public 
and open beach around; every other 
beach is private and member only. So, 
how will people patronize beaches 
they cannot access”, Mordi says.

However, Akinwunmi Ambode, 
governor of Lagos State, notes that 
there are many beaches across the 
state for public fun, besides open 
parks for relaxation, which many resi-
dents have failed to patronize despite 
the fact that there are no entry fees.

The bottom-line for beach owners 
is patronage, but visiting the beach 
for relaxation on regular basis is also 
health-wise. It is also cheaper and 
more tranquil during off season.      

Nigerian beaches seem to boom during festive seasons, but 
hardly earn enough revenue to sustain businesses and related 
commercial activities afterwards, OBINNA EMELIKE observes.  
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I
n contrast to Napoleon Bonaparte, 
who once said that “the best way 
to keep one’s word is not to give 
it”, an uncompromising penchant 
for keeping his word has become 

the trademark of Lagos State Governor, 
Akinwunmi Ambode.

One of his campaign promises was to 
ensure that Lagos becomes the tourism 
and entertainment hub of Africa. This 
he hopes to achieve through T.H.E.S.E., 
which is an acronym for Tourism, Hos-
pitality, Entertainment and Sporting 
Excellence. With the current economic 
downturn in the country, the pursuit of 
T.H.E.S.E. has become an urgent neces-
sity. Hence, Governor Ambode has left no 
one in doubt about his resolve to grow the 
Lagos economy and empower the youth 
through several alternative means which 
include the tactical promotion of tourism, 
entertainment and sports.

Consequently, Lagos has played host 
to a number of A-rated entertainment 
events. One of such is an evening of 
jazz which the governor hosted in com-
memoration of 2016 International Jazz 
Day. Equally, the City of Lagos beat other 
major African cities to the hosting right of 
2016 AFRIMA. Similarly, a maiden Lagos 
Street Party was held in 2016 while La-
gos also recorded a remarkable showing 
at the 2016 edition of Nottingham and 
Toronto Carnivals. At the Toronto Car-
nival in particular, eight films by Lagos 
State-based filmmakers were selected 
for red-carpet premieres and screenings. 
Think of the mileage that this gives to 
Lagos and all the filmmakers not only in 
terms of publicity but business oppor-
tunities and exposure on such massive 
global platform.

Governor Ambode’s tenacity in the 
advancement of T.H.E.S.E. is a reflection 
of his massive passion for the arts.  It will 
be recollected that during the campaign, 
music in particular played a major role 
in the campaign train that brought the 
governor into office. There were quite a 
number of artistes who were referred to 
as ‘Ambode ambassadors’, who supported 
his aspirations and dreams, which assist-
ed him in giving the best communication 
campaign ever that would see a governor 
winning an election in Nigeria. Till date, 
the governor remains a major rallying 
point for both established and budding 
national entertainers.

In a bid to really concretize the plan to 
transform Lagos into an entertainment 
nucleus, in 2015 the Ambode administra-
tion expanded the scope of the annual 
Lagos Countdown, an event with which 
the state government ushers in the New 
Year. Now renamed One Lagos Fiesta 
(OLF), the 2016 eight-day fiesta with the 
slogan ‘Back, Better and Bold’ clearly 
lived up to expectation.    

As it was the case in 2015, the event 
held concurrently across the five major 

divisions of the state: Agege, Epe, Bada-
gry, Ikorodu and Lagos Island. The plan 
is to guarantee that every part of the 
state was given the opportunity to have 
a taste of the stimulating experience. It is 
in further accomplishment of Governor 
Ambode’s pledge to run an all-inclusive 
government in which every segment of 
the society is not left out in the scheme of 
things. Indeed, one of the core objectives 
of the OLF was to foster unity among all 
classes and groups of people in Lagos. This 
is quite imperative in view of the multi-
ethnic and mixed religion character of 
Lagos which has made the metropolis to 
be termed a ‘mini Nigeria’. Certainly, the 
inevitability for unity in such a multi-
ethnic metropolis as Lagos cannot be 
overstressed.   

A major unique trait of the 2016 edi-
tion of OLF was the profound participa-
tion of the private sector. This is a delib-
erate strategy by the state government 
to fully involve the private sector in the 
grand scheme to make Lagos the destina-
tion of choice for diverse people across 
the world. In doing this, the state govern-
ment is just toeing a well-established and 
rewarding universal path. In adopting 
this strategy, government is not abdicat-
ing its responsibilities but essentially re-
leasing scarce resources for other equally 
important projects, thus creating a win-
win situation for the government and the 
private enterprise as well. The participa-
tion of corporate sponsors such as GLO, 
NBL, MIKANO and others helped turn 
the fiesta into a massive entertainment 

project, whose memory will be cherished 
by many Lagosians for a long time.

One other key highlight of the Fiesta 
was its impeccable security arrangement. 
That such a massive event was held 
across five different locations in the 
state with the massive turnouts without 
any security breach is a reflection of the 
impact of the state government’s mas-
sive investment in public security. From 
the outset, the vision of the Ambode ad-
ministration was to make Lagos Africa’s 
model megacity and global economic 
and financial hub. This can only become 
a reality if every minute of the 24 hours 
in a day could be properly harnessed in 
a secure and safer environment. This 
explains why most cities that operate 
24/7 economy place immense emphasis 
on getting the security right.

A major defining act of the state gov-
ernment since June 2015 is the strength-
ening of security mechanism in the state 
through the purchase and deployment of 
surveillance helicopters, utility and op-
erational vehicles, power bikes, armoured 
tanks and others worth billions of naira 
to the State Police Command. Till date, 
the governor and his team are not look-
ing back in the onerous task of ensuring a 
safe and secure Lagos where investors get 
adequate returns on their investments. 

The 2016 OLF further provided a boost 
for the attainment of T.H.E.S.E. in the 
state as the entertainment and tourism 
sectors received extensive momentum 
for growth courtesy high demand for 
related services and products during 

and after the event. Entertainment spots 
that were close to the locations of the 
event actually cash in on its economic 
momentum. In terms of empowerment, 
the event created over 10,000 direct and 
indirect jobs for diverse professionals 
who were engaged in sundry aspects 
such as publicity, lightening, engineering, 
decoration, carpentry, welding, painting, 
catering, etc.

Similarly, with over 50 local artistes 
on hand to perform, both budding and 
established artistes were availed the plat-
form to up their act and directly connect 
with their fans. This has helped them 
to perk up their fan base. Indeed, some 
new artistes that were discovered prior 
to the main event were given the oppor-
tunity to share the stage with renowned 
stars such as King Sunny Ade, Ebenezer 
Obey, Queen Salawa Abeni, Dr. Adewale 
Ayuba, Sir Shina Peters, Harunna Ishola 
Jnr, Tiwa Savage, Phyno, Falz, Olamide, 
Dr. Sid, Olu Maintain, Big Sheff, and a 
host of others.

N o w,  w h at  d o e s  2 0 1 7  h o l d s  fo r 
T.H.E.S.E? 2017, no doubt, would further 
provide a huge boost for the promotion of 
Ambode administration’s T.H.E.S.E. policy 
thrust.  With the impending Golden Ju-
bilee anniversary of the state later this 
year, the art, entertainment, tourism and 
other such related sectors are, once again, 
certainly in for a great deal. This, indeed, 
is the whole essence of T.H.E.S.E.

Adeyemi is Permanent Secretary, Lagos 
State Ministry of Information & Strateg y, 
Alausa, Ikeja.
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Ambode, One Lagos Fiesta and 
the promotion of T.H.E.S.E.
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How Delta Poly rector mobilised to build 
N500m Olympic-standard stadium in Ozoro

I
n Delta State, South-South Ni-
geria, a polytechnic founded in 
1982 in Ozoro by the defunct 
Bendel State and scrapped 12 
years later has bounced back in 

full force. This time, it has not only 
swallowed a college of agriculture 
sitting on its premises but has also 
shocked the world by multiplying a 
N100-million grant given to it by the 
state government to build a N500-mil-
lion Olympic-standard 14,000-seater 
stadium with a FIFA-standard foot-
ball pitch.

The eye-popping and rave-making 
stadium which has tartan tracks 
and other mouth-watering facilities 
was said to have been built within 
one year with internally generated 
revenue and the initial N100 million 
grant that was multiplied.

The Ozoro Poly stadium was com-
missioned on December 1, 2016 by a 
highly-elated Delta State chief execu-
tive, Governor Ifeanyi Okowa. Okowa 
used the occasion to ask other institu-
tions of higher learning in the state 
what they have done with their own 
‘talents’, insisting they too must invite 
him to come and unveil their projects 
or he would invite himself.

What seems to make heads spin, 
according to BDSUNDAY findings in 
Ozoro last week, is that apart from 
the tartan tracks imported from 
China and fixed by the makers for 
the purpose of guarantee, the entire 
construction was executed using hu-
man resources (expertise) within the 
polytechnic.

The FIFA-standard tartan tracks 
apart, BDSUNDAY saw public address 
station or a press box with about 32 
speakers hanging all over the stadium 
for easy broadcast. There are facilities 
such as away-team hall, home-team 
hall, executive lounge, well-furnished 
and air-conditioned referee report 
room, floodlights for night events, etc. 
It has complete roofing system and 
unique ceiled system.

Tongues were sent wagging when 
Gov Okowa went to commission the 
sparkling stadium at the state-owned 
Delta State Polytechnic, Ozoro, among 
other projects in the institution. The 
governor was visibly shocked to hear 
that such a huge and beautiful project 
was built with the institution’s IGR 
with little support from the state gov-
ernment. He was surprised that the 
foundation he went to lay 11 months 
earlier with a support of mere N100 
million had grown to a gigantic edifice 
with every facility intact.

The achievement of the polytech-
nic attracted the governor’s commen-
dation just as it provoked him to ques-
tion what other tertiary institutions 
in the state were using their IGR to do.

“We appreciate the work of the 
polytechnic management for doing a 
good job. I am very excited with what 
I have seen this afternoon. It is a won-
derful work. You are accountable and 
transparent. You are making good use 
of the internally generated revenue. It 
is obvious that there is good thinking 
here,” Okowa said.

He said the rector of the polytech-
nic has thrown a challenge to other 
heads of higher institutions in the 
state and that should they fail to in-
vite him, he would invite himself to 
such schools to see what they were 
doing with the IGR and other funds 
in their care.

As if to show Nigerians what can 
be achieved in a corruption-free 
budget management environment, 
the rector, Jacob Snapps Oboreh, had 
bravely disclosed during the com-
missioning that the polytechnic was 
able to embark and complete all the 
projects within a short space of time 
not because it was able to generate 
more funds than other tertiary insti-
tutions in the country but because of 
the prudent management of the lean 
resources accruing to it, coupled with 
a workable and pragmatic system of 
projects execution and management 
as well as commitment to the principle 
of accountability.

He had pointed out to the special 
guests the special features at the 
stadium, including the Olympic-size 
football pitch with floodlights for 

night events, eight-lane tartan tracks 
for other events, commentary box 
equipped with PABB, full roof cover-
ing for the entire stadium, 139 toilets 
and 82 urinals spread in the six seg-
ments of the stadium, changing rooms 
for home and visiting teams well-
furnished with wardrobes and toilets/
showers, VIP lounge, air-conditioned 
and well-furnished 14,000-seat sets 
in the galleries for fans and spectators 
and well-interlocked forecourts/car 
park. The stadium can host all inter-
national events.

Rector speaks
When BDSUNDAY visite d the 

institution at Ozoro, a town far away 
from the capital city, Asaba, Oboreh 
explained in an interview that the 
14,000-seater stadium was built with 
the institution’s IGR. 

“The state government under the 

leadership of Governor Ifeanyi Okowa 
gave us N100 million to support it. Within 
the period of 11 months the stadium was 
constructed,” he said.

“The stadium is a little above half a bil-
lion; that is, a little above N500 million. It 
was started August 2015 and completed 
July 2016. We were waiting for the rains 
to subside before we commission it. So, it 
did not even take up to a year to complete 
it,” he said.

Oboreh explained that the stadium has 
tartan tracks, with its standard tracks 
recommended by world football govern-
ing body, FIFA.

“The football pitch is FIFA’s standard. 
The stadium is complete. There is no 
stadium in Nigeria that has ceiling. They 
could be covered but they are not ceiled, 
but this one is ceiled. This is a modern 
stadium that meets present-day demands. 
It is built to international standard; built 

The achievement of the polytechnic 
attracted the governor’s commendation 
just as it provoked him to question what 

other tertiary institutions in the state 
were using their IGR to do

IGNATIUS CHUKWU , Port Harcourt & 
MERCY ENOCH, Asaba

J.S Oboreh, rector, Delta State Polytechnic, Ozoro
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since.
“With the building of the stadium, I feel 

that a mission is accomplished. It was not 
an easy task. It was a serious challenge 
but we are grateful to God for a mission 
accomplished. I call on those who have 
the need to use such facility to come to 
Ozoro. The stadium is there for the entire 
public to use. It is built so that it could be 
put to use. We want it to be made public 
so that the patronage will be very helpful 
to us,” he said. 

“So, we call on Deltans and Nigerians to 
come and use this facility here. The price 
depends on what it would be used for.  
There is no price tag. But there are certain 
events that we don’t want the stadium to 
be used for. So, it depends on the nature of 
the event. Our purpose is for only sport-
ing events to hold here.  We don’t want 
parties to hold in the stadium, we don’t 
want churches, so that they don’t deface 
the place. It is purely a sporting arena, that 
is why it was built, and we must maintain 
it as that. There is security here and so, 
those interested in using the stadium are 
safe,” he said.

The workforce
The rector explained that the polytech-

nic is to a large extent a technical school, 
with departments that are involved in 
construction, such as civil engineering, 
building technology, quantity surveying, 
etc.

“All these departments have highly 
qualified academics. Some of them have 
Master’s and Doctorate degrees in their 
areas. So, we have those hands that can 

carry out the designs who supervised 
construction of the job. And the direc-
tor of works is a COREN-registered 
civil engineer,” he said. 

“Ordinarily, we have the man-
power that is needed better than any 
contractor you can imagine. When 
we put in the manpower in this poly-
technic, there is no contractor that can 
match that. Even when we talk about 
project costing, we have so many ac-
countants. You talk about quantity 
surveying, the quantity surveyors 
we have are there. You are talking 
about building technology, they are 
there. So, we have all the manpower 
in this polytechnic. There is nothing 
we cannot do if we have the means,” 
Oboreh said.

Inspiration for the project
Oboreh said part of the inspiration 

for building the stadium was that the 
polytechnic usually hosts some sports 
events. For instance, it is expecting 
to host NIPOGA (Nigeria Polytechnic 
Games) soon.

“Outside that, we also felt very 
strongly that the era of building sport 
arenas is over. We must always move 
ahead in this millennium period or 
whatever you call it. Times are chang-
ing. You may agree with me that you 
may not have found this type of build-
ing elsewhere. For the polytechnic to 
have this as a central administrative 
headquarters, it’s for you to know that 
times are changing. There must be in-
novation from time to time,” he said.

He said the stadium is built to host 
any type of sporting event, especially 
football, track events, etc, and to meet 
state and national standard.

“We also feel we should add to the 
number of stadia in Delta State. In 
fact, the stadium is Delta State Sta-
dium located in Delta State Polytech-
nic, Ozoro, because the polytechnic 
is owned by the Delta State govern-
ment. State events can take place in 
this stadium. Again, it is to promote 
sports events among students, so 
that they can have an avenue to burn 
their bottled-up energies which will 
prevent them from going into cultism, 
alcoholism or other unwholesome 
acts. This is our vision and that vision 
has been realized,” he said.

Materials used 
The material resources used for the 

construction of the project, the rector 
said, were locally sourced, except the 
tartan tracks which were imported 
from China and the Chinese came and 
installed it and left. 

“I have firm belief that as a poly-
technic that trains manpower for the 
technical/technological development 
of our nation, we have the manpower 
and all the skills required for the ex-
ecution of these projects. It is in light 
of the foregoing that we have adopted 
a model whereby staff and students 
in Engineering, Building Technology 
and Quantity Surveying Departments 
are involved in the construction and 
execution of all our projects under the 
coordination and supervision of the 
director of works who is a COREN-
registered civil engineer,” Oboreh told 
BDSUNDAY.

“All council members, principal 
officers, and senior staff of the poly-
technic are actively involved in the 
supervision and monitoring of all the 
projects being executed in the poly-
technic with useful inputs,” he said.

In all, over 65 notable and laudable 
projects executed by the current ad-
ministration of the polytechnic had 

been completed and commissioned 
before now, the rector said, adding 
that the on-going infrastructural de-
velopment in the polytechnic is aimed 
at the realization of the goals, aims and 
objectives of the polytechnic which 
are learning, research and service. 

“All the facilities are geared to-
wards enhancing the quality of 
teaching and research that will assist 
the products of the polytechnic to 
excel and compete favourably with 
their counterparts globally as well 
as defend the certificate awarded 
them by the polytechnic. They are 
also requirements for accreditation of 
programmes by the National Board for 
Technical Education (NBTE),” he said.

A word from Patrick Ukah, Infor-
mation commissioner

Patrick Ukah, state commissioner 
for information, told BDSUNDAY in 
his office that the Delta State Poly-
technic stadium has added to the 
number of stadia in the state. 

“It is a stadium owned by the Delta 
State government and people of the 

surrounding the construction of the 
stadium would have been sorted out.

History of the polytechnic
The polytechnic was established by 

a law enacted by the Delta State gov-
ernment on November 12, 2002 dur-
ing the administration of Governor 
James Onanefe Ibori. The polytechnic 
is one of the four new tertiary insti-
tutions established at the same time 
by the state government in its desire 
to meet the yearnings of Deltans for 
acquisition of qualitative education, 
which was hitherto not being satisfied 
by institutions owned by the federal 
and the state governments.

The four institutions at incep-
tion were under the general control 
and management of the Delta State 
Higher Education Project (DSHEP) in 
partnership with the University of 
Westminster as technical partners. 
The arrangement was designed to 
fast-track the development of the four 
institutions.

The history of the polytechnic will 
not be complete without mentioning 

…Show me what you did with your IGR, Okowa tells other institutions

Breakthrough in unexpected places:

SpecialReport   SpecialReport   
by polytechnic workforce, built by the 
polytechnic engineers. So, it is standard. 
It has actually placed the polytechnic and 
Delta State in the world map,” he said.

The rector said upon his assumption of 
office on March 28, 2012, and consequent 
upon the opportunity given to him to head 
the polytechnic, he decided to put machin-
ery in motion to fast-track both academic 
and infrastructural development of the 
polytechnic and has not relented ever 

state can decide to choose any of the 
stadia to hold their events. No sta-
dium existing in the state is privately 
built.  All of them belong to Delta 
State government. We can choose to 
go to Warri, Kwale, Agbor or Ozoro,” 
he said.

There have been huge criticisms 
over the delay of work at Asaba Sta-
dium, which has been undergoing 
construction since 1999, but Ukah said 
the stadium would soon be completed 
by which time the issue of traffic 

that there was an institution of higher 
learning in Ozoro known as Ozoro 
Polytechnic established by the de-
funct Bendel State government from 
1982 to 1985. The polytechnic was 
later phased out and after seven years 
(1992), a college of agriculture was es-
tablished. The College of Agriculture 
operated for approximately 10 years 
before it was finally absorbed into 
the Delta State Polytechnic, Ozoro, in 
2003; that is, shortly after the estab-
lishment of the polytechnic.
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T
h e  t a l k  o f  i m p e n d i n g 
s t at e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  i s 
growing from a  whis-
per to a shout as an ex-
warlord, Asari Dokubo, 

has warned against any such plans, 
saying Rivers people would resist 
it. He has promised to personally 
lead the resistance.

This is as the governor of the 
embattle d state ,  Nyes om Wike, 
has revealed that security agencies 
planned to make the state unstable 
using the rerun elections.

Kalabari-b orn Asari ,  who le d 
s e ve ra l  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e 
oil  region in the days of  Olus e-
gun Obasanjo until the amnesty 
programme of the Yar’Adua/Jona-
than administration, spoke with 
BDSUNDAY at the Port Harcourt 
International Airport while Gov 
Wike spoke in Government House 
while playing host to traditional 
rulers in the state.

The former leader of  the dis-
b a n d e d  N i g e r  D e l t a  L i b e rat i o n 
Front warned those thinking of a 
state of emergency in the state to 
forget it because it would not hap-
pen since the people would resist it.

He told those he referred to as 
“so-called opposition” in the state 
not to foment trouble in the state 
to provoke Rivers people.

“We know what is happening. 
We know those fomenting trouble. 
We know very well that they are 
provoking Rivers people,” he said.

Referring to the crisis that the 
state witnessed during the recent 
legislative rerun elections, Asari 
s a i d  R i ve r s  p e o p l e  w e re  b e i n g 
pushed to the wall by the opposi-
tion to react negatively as to ensure 
that a state of emergency was de-
clared in the state.

T h e  fo r m e r  w a r l o r d  s a i d  h e 
would personally lead the people 
of Rivers State to protest any form 
of state of emergency in the oil-
rich state.

“Rivers State needs peace and 
not crisis or any form of state of 
emergency and the state therefore 
does not believe in what the so-
calle d opp osition was doing,”  he 
said.

He said Rivers people had given 
their mandate to s omeb o dy and 
until that mandate expires, nobody 
can take it from them.

He directed the opposition in the 
state to be patriotic and gentleman-
ly and stop doing things to provoke 
the people of Rivers State.

At the same time, Gov Wike has 
de clare d that  the v iolenc e that 
trailed the rerun elections in the 
state was orchestrated by security 
agencies with a motive to making 

the state ungovernable for politi-
cally motivated reasons.

The governor als o announc e d 
that the police high command has 
arrested all his personal police de-

tails who accompanied him to stop 
the SARS commander in the state 
from rigging Rivers East Senatorial 
District election, adding that all the 
said policemen have been detained 
in Abuja.

The governor addressed mem-
bers of the Rivers State Traditional 
Rulers  Council  who paid  him a 
goodwill visit on Tuesday. 

He alleged that the police were 
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e m e n 
shouldn’t have accompanied him 
to stop Fakorede.  

Governor Wike explained that 
he was compelled to take action 
because the previous day, police-
men and soldiers were used by the 
APC at Ikwerre LGA to beat up PDP 
agents and allegedly forced colla-
tion officers to concoct results. 

“The security agencies orches-
trated plans to cause violence with 
a view to making the state ungov-
ernable for ulterior motives. As I 
speak with you, all my personal 
police details who accompanied me 
to stop Fakorede from successfully 
rigging the Rivers East Senatorial 
District election have been arrest-
ed and detained in Abuja,” said the 
governor through his media aide, 
Simeon Nwakaudu.

“Lo ok at  how p eac eful  Rivers 
State has become after the elec-
tions. Why was the election vio-
lent? It is because they wanted par-
ticular candidates to win and they 
wante d to rig in favour of such 
candidates. I  was called to share 
seats. I said I will not participate 
in such a fraud. I insisted that the 
votes must count. Let everyone go 
for elections,” he said.

The governor berated INEC for 
conniving with APC to print fake 
result sheets ahead of the elections, 
noting that INEC and police have 
swept the matter under the carpet.

He informe d that many INEC 
staff who were victims of violence 
by security agencies were under 
pressure from the electoral com-
mission to deny the physical as-
sault on them.

I n  h i s  re m a r k s ,  c h a i r m a n  o f 
the Rivers State Traditional Rul-
ers Council, Dandeson Jaja, Ama-
yanabo of Opobo, warned against 
the militarization of the electoral 
process. 

He c ommende d Gov Wike for 
always defending the rights of the 
people of the state and for his de-
velopmental projects in the course 
of 2016, saying that his efforts had 
helped to improve the fortunes of 
the state.

Rivers people will resist imposition of 
state of emergency, says ex-warlord
…as Wike alleges security agencies planned to cause instability with elections

Governor Wike

Asari Dokubo

IGNATIUS CHUKWU & DAVID EJIOHUO

We know what is happening. We know 
those fomenting trouble. We know 
very well that they are provoking 

Rivers people
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I
n politics, reputation is criti-
cal to the success or failure of 
a candidate at the polls. And 
so, advertising and, indeed, 
branding are used relentlessly 

by politicians to fight for the mind 
of voters.

One of Nigeria’s most intelligent 
and most gifted politicians, former 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar, 
the Turakin Adamawa, is carrying 
a burden; a political cross of sorts 
placed upon him by a tiny but in-
fluential group of politicians who 
are determined to use any means 
possible to destroy his ever-rising 
political influence. They are com-
mitted and sworn to doing anything 
whatsoever, legitimate or illegiti-
mate, moral or immoral, even the 
outright peddling of falsehood, to 
deny Nigerians the dividends of 
Atiku’s election to political office.

In this enterprise of stopping 
Atiku by any means, traducers of 
the former vice president and stal-
wart of the APC have deployed the 
practice of branding, the process of 
“creating a unique name and im-
age for a product in the consumer’s 
mind mainly through advertising 
campaigns with a consistent theme”. 
In communication, if you say a thing 
consistently, it goes into the con-
sciousness of the people as the truth.

In Nigeria, all you need to do to 
destroy a politician’s electoral for-
tunes is to put on him/her the toga 
of corruption, whether true or false. 
And that is the strategy of those who 
feel embittered and threatened by 
Atiku’s political pedigree – brand 
Atiku as corrupt and promote this 
theme of corruption consistently 
before the voting public; lie con-
sistently to the public and destroy 
Atiku politically.

None of those painting Atiku as 
corrupt has produced any shred of 
evidence that he is indeed corrupt. 
Former President Olusegun Obasan-
jo and members of his kitchen cabi-
net, who are credited with placing 
this corruption tag on Atiku in ven-
geance over the Turaki’s truncating 
of his (Obasanjo’s) Third Term bid, 
investigated Atiku in Nigeria and 
virtually in every country of the 
world. But everywhere Obasanjo 
and his henchmen went, Atiku 
was given a clean bill of health. No 
corrupt act was found to have been 
perpetrated by Atiku in Nigeria or 
in any country of the world. No 
court in Nigeria or in any nation on 
earth has found Atiku guilty of any 
iota of corruption.

But still, the stop-Atiku-cabal 
continues to advertise and brand 
Atiku as corrupt. Their reason is 
simple: If Atiku stopped Obasanjo 
from getting an unconstitutional 

The Atiku cross
UDENNA ORJI

Third Term in Aso Rock, then Atiku 
must not be allowed to enter Aso 
Rock.

Even those who did not plot 
Obasanjo’s Third Term bid but who 
see Atiku’s growing influence as a 
threat to their own ambition have 
now joined the Atiku-is-corrupt 
symphony in order to dislodge the 
former vice president politically and 
realize their own ambition.

Obasanjo while president of Ni-
geria hounded then Bayelsa State 
governor, Diepriye Alamieyeseigha, 
impeached and jailed him because 
of corruption. Obasanjo also went 
after then Inspector-General of 
Police, Tafa Balogun, arrested him, 
tried and jailed him also for corrup-
tion. A rampaging Obasanjo went 
after Atiku, searched the entire 
world for evidence to nail him but 
could not find any evidence to show 
that he (Atiku) committed any crime 
or act of corruption whatsoever, in 
Nigeria or in any country on earth.

Considering Obasanjo’s yet-to-be 
diffused anger towards Atiku for his 
(Atiku’s) almost single-handed trun-
cation of Obasanjo’s infamous Third 
Term bid, if the Turaki was remotely 
corrupt, Obasanjo would have given 
him something far worse than the 
Alamieyeisigha and Tafa Balogun 
treatment. As the Americans would 
say, Obasanjo would have eaten 
Atiku for dinner. That Atiku is able 
to move freely, even with Obasanjo 
still seething with anger towards 
him, is because Atiku’s hands are 
clean.

Atiku’s political opponents who 
are clearly intimidated by and en-
vious of his never-fading political 
influence and goodwill among Nige-

rians have consistently floated the 
false narrative that Atiku is wanted 
in the United States for criminal 
activities bordering on money laun-
dering. This evil rumour, which has 
circulated for very long in Nigeria 
despite Atiku’s refutation of the 
allegation, was finally dispelled in 
November 2016 when the spokes-
man of the United States Depart-
ment of Justice, Peter Carr, said, 
in response to an enquiry by The 
Punch Newspaper, that the US has 
no case against Atiku.

In an email sent to The Punch 
which was reported in the newspa-
per’s edition of November 20, 2016, 
Carr wrote: “Thank you for reaching 
out to us. I have checked the public 
court records, and they do not show 
cases filed against a defendant 
named Atiku Abubakar.”

In his decades-old involvement in 
politics, Atiku has always come out 
tops as the leader with the bright-
est ideas on governance and policy. 
His views always resonate with the 
wishes of the people. His policy doc-
uments are the best articulated and 
that Nigeria continues to grapple 
with poor electric power supply is 
because the Atiku plan has not been 
implemented in Nigeria. Atiku’s 
power strategy is the construction 
of smaller power-generating plants 
all over Nigeria to serve clusters 
of people in the areas where these 
plants are located. Nigeria’s current 
power strategy has continued to in-
vest and waste billions of dollars on 
white-elephant power infrastruc-
ture that have continued to produce 
darkness, decades after.

Which of Atiku’s opponents can 
match the Turakin Adamawa’s job 

creation acumen and record? Which 
of them has Atiku’s pedigree in busi-
ness and financial management? 
Which, among them, can equal 
Atiku’s track-record in human re-
sources development? Are these not 
some of the most important qualities 
a person aspiring to national leader-
ship should possess?

Nigerians should look at the 
origin of the Stop-Atiku-Project 
and see it for what it is – a vengeful 
and selfish reputation-destruction 
mission embarked upon by a tiny 
but influential group of envious 
politicians embittered by Atiku’s 
intimidating track-record of envi-
able achievements, and his growing 
capacity to sweep the polls in any 
free and fair electoral contest.

Atiku’s traducers should play 
fair in politics. Politics is majorly a 
contest of ideas, and the superior 
ideas, captured in manifestoes and 
policies, win the votes. They should 
come up with governance ideas that 
will best Atiku’s own. For it is in the 
purveyance of great ideas that Atiku 
holds the ace. Atiku’s traducers 
should not resort to lies, character 
assassination, conspiracy theories 
and hitting below the belt to destroy 
the man. Discerning Nigerians are 
already beginning to see through 
the smokescreen and the tide is now 
turning the way of Atiku.

For Atiku’s traducers, I leave 
them with the immortal words of 
William Cullen Bryant, that “Truth 
crushed to earth shall rise again. 
The eternal years of God are hers; 
by error wounded, writhes in pain, 
and dies among her worshippers.”

 Orji, writer, a polit ical analyst, 
lives in Abuja.

Atiku and Obasanjo

Politics
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promised change.
then came the curren-

cy swap deal which was 
signed during the state visit 
to china. You see, though 
there were misgivings, this 
deal was supposed to make 
some difference by reducing 
the pressure on our foreign 
exchange. Unfortunately, 
nothing has been heard as 
government officials keep 
mum on that subject when 
you ask, pushing it to the 
next official. What a loss and 
a waste of taxpayers’ money 
on that trip, i must say. our 
naira has continued to nose-
dive and has weakened to 
as low as n492 to $1 in the 
black market.

the government finally 
liberalised the petroleum 
downstream sector, remov-
ing the subsidy on petrol 
and threw the importation 
of petroleum products open. 
this was a good move as the 
queues have since disap-
peared.

it was in 2016 that Da-
vid cameron, former prime 
minister of the United King-
dom, called nigeria a fan-
tastically corrupt country. 
You see, our President was 
scheduled to attend a func-
tion in the UK where he 
would make a case for the re-
turn of our stolen funds and 
he still went and, of course, 
reiterated that his people 
were actually corrupt. “it 
doesn’t matter, just give us 
our money.” if you think the 
President should have de-
manded for an apology, you 
are wrong, he didn’t. rather 
during an interview with 
cnn’s amanpour, he said, 
“What i will be demanding 
is the return of assets. this is 
what i am asking for. What 
will i do with apology? i need 
something tangible.”

on the other hand, when 
you think of it, cameron’s 
remarks pointed to the hy-
pocrisy of the West in mat-
ters of corruption involving 
leaders of developing coun-
tries, especially from third 
World nations. the United 
Kingdom is a well-known 
destination for laundered 
money. at least a third of 
stolen funds from develop-
ing nations, including ni-
geria, is stashed in london’s 
real estate market and its 
classy shopping centres. 

of the military in the fight 
against the islamic insur-
gents. the army announced 
last week that the Sambisa 
stronghold had finally been 
brought down.

in 2016, nigerians started 
to complain about the Presi-
dent’s excessive junketeer-
ing around the world on 
taxpayers’ expense, trips 
most of which were needless 
to be honest. i did a piece, 
“Mr, President, nigeria is 
everywhere”. While he was 
busy touring the world and 
familiarising with world 
leaders and new forums, the 
country was going from bad 
to worse. his media handlers 
took pages in newspapers 
to explain each of his trips 
when he returned. Eventu-
ally he cut down on those 
trips, for a while.

it is noteworthy that be-
tween May 29, 2015 and 
May 29, 2016 the President 
made 29 foreign trips to 
22 countries. During those 
trips, Mr. President made 
the most

revelations than he 
would when back home. 
While in Washington Dc, 
buhari announced he would 
not sign the budget until he 
has perused every line to be 
sure that there were no more 
padding surprises.

beauty arrive d at  a 
wrong time, when the wife 
of the President chose to 
launch her book on the same 
day the that the bbog group 
was marking the second 
anniversary of the missing 
chibok schoolgirls at the 
gate of the Presidential Villa. 
and so began the love lost 
story between nigerians 
and the administration. it 
got worse as the economy 
tanked and things spiralled 
out of control.

as things worsened, 
there was a time in the year 
when everyone including 
the pepper sellers learnt to 
sing the song, “budget has 
not been passed”. at the 
same point, there was the 
worst fuel scarcity in about 
a decade that saw people 
sleep in their cars at petrol 
stations to keep their place 
on fuel queues rather than 
buy at exorbitant black mar-
ket rates. i will not forget in 
a hurry a scene i saw one 
of those nights i drove by 
a station – a group of men 
in their underwears lying 
on the bonnets of their cars 
conversing away. a few cars 
away, another man had put 
up a mosquito net covering 
his car. it was propped in a 
way that would allow him 
lie on the bonnet and still be 
protected from mosquitoes. 
it was a difficult period. Still, 
nigerians found a way to 
get by. We lost hope in the 

Through the ups 
and downs of 2016

Kogi APC rejects Tinubu, Faleke’s 
ministerial nomination

a
ll Progressives 
congress (aPc) 
leaders in Kogi 
State have vowed 
to reject the influ-

ence of the party’s national 
leader, asiwaju bola tinubu, 
in the north-central region of 
the country.

they also vowed to reject 
James Faleke if nominated as 
replacement for the late min-
ister of state for labour, James 
ocholi, who died in a road ac-
cident in March last year.

they called on President 
buhari to disregard Faleke’s 
nomination, saying it would 
cause crisis in the party in the 
state.

a statement jointly signed 
by the leaders of the party from 
Kogi West, Suleiman Ejibunu 
and richard asaje, and made 
available to newsmen in lo-
koja, said the party would reject 
Faleke’s nomination.

“if at all Faleke and his 
godfather, asiwaju bola ti-
nubu, deserve anything, not 
the ministerial slot of Kogi 
State to avoid serious crisis 
in the Kogi aPc as such a 
move may lead to the exit 
of every prominent, loyal 
and committed member of 
the party while aggravating 
the fractionalisation of the 
party along many divides,” 
the statement read in part.

“We are also unequivo-
cally resolute to stop tinubu’s 
expansion into Kogi State or 
any state in the north-central. 
We are determined to push 
out all his cohorts from Kogi 
come 2018/2019. it is a task 
that must be

done through all legal/po-
litical means. they have failed 
and they will continue to fail,” 
it said.

they equally noted that 
James Faleke representing 
lagos in the national as-
sembly was known to Kogi 
aPc, adding that during the 

i
t’s the end of the year 
again, a year that began 
with so much promises 
but delivered little if 

anything at all. there was so 
much drama in the country, 
especially in the govern-
ment. let us take a short 
walk back into the year.

the year began with a 
real banger. in January we 
woke up to the news that the 
2016 budget submitted by 
President Muhammadu bu-
hari had gone missing (i hope 
there won’t be a repeat). So 
the question hung every-
where, including memes 
by creative nigerians: who 
stole the budget? You will 
think this was embarrass-
ing enough? i thought so 
too until the embarrassing 
drama of the blame game 
and the subsequent budget 
padding episode. First the 
budget went missing. then 
it resurfaced. and then, 
padding, with the President 
saying he’s never heard 
the words ‘budget padding’ 
throughout his life.

the budget drama took 
the longest to come to a 
close. it was one of buhari’s 
most embarrassing mo-
ments of 2016. Ministers 
on budget defence duties at 
the national assembly met 
with figures so unfamiliar 
some rejected their bud-
gets outright, claiming the 
document wasn’t what was 
submitted during the presi-
dent’s budget presentation 
to lawmakers a month ear-
lier. So it was that nigerians 
witnessed for the first time 
the biggest padding saga 
ever – i am sure that you still 
remember all about it.

2016 was a hard year, 
no doubt. the country slid 
into economic recession, 
its worst in over 25 years. 
Unemployment rate hit the 
ceiling while inflation rose 
consecutively month by 
month to a record 18.5 per-
cent in november on food 
and energy prices.

and then came the bring 
back our girls campaign 
group’s visit to aso rock 
where with all the drama 
that ensued the president 
bluntly blurted out that he 
had no idea where the miss-
ing girls were.

thankfully, in the course 
of the year some progress 
was made on that. at least 
22 of the over 200 chibok 
schoolgirls abducted from 
their school on april 14, 
2014 regained their freedom 
in the course of the year. 
amina nkeki, who escaped 
from her captors, and the 21 
girls released by the group 
after some negotiations are 
those who were counted as 
lucky. others are still at large 
despite the recent successes 
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guber election, tinubu alleg-
edly imposed him on aPc in 
Kogi as the deputy governor-
ship candidate to late Prince 
abubakar audu.

“this generated a lot of 
discomfort to the founding 
members of aPc who built the 
party, fought the then sitting 
government in all national 
elections and won. however, 
we swallowed the pains to 
fight and win the governorship 
election in the state,” the state-
ment said.

“giving him such appoint-
ment will amount to providing 
him fuel to fire on the breakup 
of aPc in the state. Faleke along 
buba ibril in the West Senato-
rial district of Kogi State have 
formed illegal party structure 
for which a petition is already 
before the national leadership 
of the party,” it said.

they advised President 
buhari to look for means of 
compensating Faleke, not to 
give him what rightfully be-
longs to Kogi.

D
ino Melaye, senator 
representing Kogi 
West Senatorial 
District, has taken 

a swipe at those putting into 
question his leadership po-
sition in the Kogi State all 
Progressives congress (aPc), 
insisting that he was in charge 

as far as Kogi aPc was con-
cerned.

“they said since l got into 
office l have not done any-
thing, that l did not even have 
a secretariat, which is fallacious 
and a lie as l am the only sena-
tor in the Federal republic of 
nigeria who is actually build-

ing a permanent structure as 
an office complex that will be 
commissioned this January,” 
Melaye said while speaking in 
ayetoro, his hometown, during 
the distribution of empower-
ment materials. 

he described those who 
dumped their parties to be-
come tenants in the aPc after 
eight years with the belief that 
they could undermine his in-
tegrity as “nonentities”.

“as far as aPc is concerned 
in Kogi State, we are in charge. l 
am not boasting,” he said.

“i am the only member of 
the board of trustees of aPc 
in Kogi State; even the governor 
of Kogi State is not a member. 
i am also a member of Execu-
tive council of aPc and these 
are the two highest bodies 
where any decision would be 
taken and l would be present,” 
Melaye said.

Melaye: As far as Kogi APC 
is concerned, I’m in charge

Tinubu Faleke

Melaye



I
n  o u r  yo u n g e r 
days, older people 
had several ways 
of recovering lost 
items, and all of 
thos e  ways in -

volved threats. In cases 
where the person in-
volved was a heathen 
or a shallow Christian, 
he/she would threaten 
to go to the village dibia 
to divine who stole the 
item or to just tell the 
dibia to pronounce death 
sentence on the one who 
stole the item.

F o r  t h o s e  w h o s e 
Christianity went deeper 
down, the resort was 
always to the B ible . 
You were either told to 
swear by the Bible or 
they would threaten to 
do “return, return”. But 
that was usually after a 
futile search for the item, 
or after no one admitted 
seeing it.

We grew up dreading 
that repetitive expres-
sion, “return, return”. 

Return, return, O MMM!
We were told that if the 
“thief” refused to bring 
out the stolen item, he 
would die after “return, 
return” had been done. 
I must, however, admit 
that I never saw anyone 
die after “return, return”. 
In fact, I never even wit-
nessed anyone carry out 
“return, return” because 
the thief usually con-
fessed after the threat.

In later days, I grew 
up to understand that 
“return, return” was ac-
tually part of a passage 
in the Bible. The pas-
sage, contained in Songs 
of Solomon 6: 13, reads: 
“Return, return, O Sh-
ulamite; return, return, 
that we may look upon 
thee. What will ye see 
in the Shulamite? As it 
were the company of 
two armies.”

What is the connec-
tion between this pas-
sage and the recovery of 
lost items? I don’t know. 
But some children in my 
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neighbourhood in our 
growing-up years said 
they saw it work; they 
saw lost items recovered 
after “return, return”; 
they saw thieves confess 
after “return, return”. I 
believe them.

On the strength of 
that belief, MMM Nige-
ria participants who had 
their accounts frozen 
on December 13, 2016 
can already begin to do 
“return, return” as the 
January 13, 2017 date 
given for the reopen-
ing of their accounts 
draws ever closer. It may 
just work for them. It 
may even lead to the 
unfreezing of the ac-
count before the due 
date. What option do 
they have? Hope is the 
last thing a man loses.

Thankfully, reports 
have it that MMM, the 
m o s t  p o p u l a r  Po n z i 
scheme in Nigeria to-
day, is getting set to re-
sume op erations.  On 

its website, the scheme 
has asked participants 
whose accounts were 
frozen to perform “Pro-
mo Tasks: A New Tool 
for MMM Community 
Development”.

The tasks, hopefully, 
will promote the scheme 
and drive traffic and 
participation by the 
time the freeze is lifted 
on January 13.

“ B e i n g  a n  M M M 
memb er implies  not 
only opportunities, but 
als o a resp onsibility 
for the state and devel-
opment of the MMM 
Community. MMM is 
our home, and we are 
responsible to build and 
refine it.

“A lot of participants 
genuinely want to pro-
mote MMM, spread its 
ideology amongst peo-
ple, though not always 
knowing what exactly 
has to be done. There-
fore, we have created a 
new PromoTasks section 
in the PO, which is added 
with various tasks: on-
line and offline, easy and 
complicated, individual 
and team-oriented.

“A member who will 
perform these tasks will 
be benefited, because 
the tasks will allow him 
to attract new referrals, 
build his structure (and 
get bonuses for that), 
and it will be useful the 
whole Community, be-
cause more people will 

learn about MMM and 
its ideology,” a statement 
on its website said.

So, it’s clear that all 
hope is not lost for MMM 
Nigeria participants, 
isn’t it? The handlers 
are at work, day in, day 
out, scheming on how 
to sustain the scheme 
(pun intended). “Return, 
return” might just be the 
impetus that the scheme 
needs to bounce back in 
full force.

As two MMM Guid-
ers, DonVal Amaechi 
and Philip Awazi, as-
sure d MMM partici-
pants in a message in 
December following the 
ac c ount fre eze,  your 
“mavros are safe” and 
the system will be back 
and stronger in January.

“Don’t lose hope, all 
of us have mavros in the 
system and let’s not use 
because of this little set-
back forget what MMM 
has done for us and will 
do more if the system is 
safeguarded.... Let’s be 
optimistic and positive. 
This is our community, 
let’s protect it,” they said.

And as the new state-
ment on the MMM Nige-
ria website has said, “The 
activity of MMM Nigeria 
members is growing. 
MMM is very proud of 
its members who are 
becoming kinder and 
more responsible. By our 
efforts, MMM Nigeria 
will overcome!”

W
hen in 1992 
an Act was 
e n a c t e d 
s etting up 

the National  Housing 
Fund (NHF), the aim was 
to enable the Fe deral 
Mortgage Bank of Ni-
geria (FMBN) to make 
mortgage loans available 
to  low  inc ome earn-
ers, through the primary 
mortgage institutions 
(now banks)  at afford-
able interest rate.

The Act specifically 
provides that NHF loans 
should be given to loan 
applicants at 6 percent 
interest rate and for be-
tween 25-30 years repay-
ment tenor. Since incep-
tion up to date, NHF loan 
advance to beneficiaries 
of the fund and real es-
tate developers is still 
not encouraging which 
means the numb er of 
thos e who have b e en 
able to access the loans 
is still very small. 

their hands. 
“Pe ople  dis c overe d 

that the place to be was 
in mortgage and c on-
sumer financing. It was 
discovered also that the 
area of least resistance 
after consumer financing 
was mortgage. So, at the 
end of the day, they were 
all doing the same thing”, 
he said. 

He blamed the prolif-
eration of these products 
on business  surv ival , 
saying, “in the market 
of  c ontinual business 
survival, which is what 
underpins the market 
economy, all players are 
struggling for survival. 
And given the issue of 
oligop olistic  c omp eti-
tion where all are selling 
basically the same thing, 
little attempts are made 
to create differences”.

Experts have attrib-
uted this to a number 
of factors ranging from 
stringent loan c ondi-
tions to poverty and/or 
low per capita income 
in the country which is 
estimated to be less than 
$1 per day among low 
income earners. 

T h e  d e b at e  i s  s t i l l 
open-ended on whether 
mortgage is inaccessible 
because of poverty or 
high interest rate. But 
in the final analysis, it is 
easily seen that poverty 
is at the core of whatever 
reason that is hindering 
the access. 

H i g h  i n t e re s t  rat e 
is a reason why mort-
gage loans are ‘scarce’, 
but Anthony Owuye, a 
mortgage operator and 
finance expert, explains 
that poverty is the main 
reason why low income 
earners are unable to 
take up mortgage loans 
even at six percent inter-

est rate. 
“Even the six percent 

interest rate charged by 
FMBN still has a prob-
lem because, at the age 
of 30, collecting N5 mil-
lion loan means you are 
going to repay at N30, 
000 to N40, 000 a month 
and the question is, how 
many Nigerians can do 
this?”. 

The mortgage market 
in this country has seen 
quite  a  go o d numb er 
of home products from 
mortgage institutions, 
but these products, when 
they flooded the market, 
were unable to translate 
into increased housing 
sto ck in the c ountry, 
meaning that their pro-
liferation was merely for 
business survival.

 Similarly,  with an 
estimated per capita in-
come of about N195,000 
or a little above $1,500, 
many households would 
find it difficult to access 

mortgage. This is because 
the current average cost 
of 1-bedroom unit (with-
out land) is put conserva-
tively at N1.5 million.

A d e n i y i  A k i n l u s i , 
CEO, Trustbond Mort-
gage Bank, notes that at 
say 20 percent loan to 
value (LTV) ratio of N300, 
000 and N1.2 mill ion 
mortgage, the expected 
monthly repayment at 
15 percent for 15 years 
is N16, 795.05 which is 
higher than monthly 
p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  o f 
N16,250.00 and the re-
payment is expected to 
be 33 percent of income 
of N50, 385.15. 

As at today, interest 
rate on mortgage loan 
is in the region of  18-22 
percent and after all the 
charges, one would be 
talking about 25 percent 
which cannot mobilize 
the mortgage sector in 
the country. Even at 10 
percent interest rate, it is 

still doubtful if the level 
of income in the country 
cannot still support  the 
mortgage sector. 

Many years ago, when 
the e c onomy and the 
financial system were 
highly regulated, there 
was different interest 
rates structure for dif-
f e re n t  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e 
e c o n o my  a n d  w i t h i n 
that period, lending to 
the housing sector was 
as low as 7-8 p erc ent 
which underscored the 
importance attached to 
the sector.

Owuye re calls  that 
suddenly after the N25 
billion capital base for 
the commercial banks, 
the desire to survive led 
almost all of them to play 
games in order to maxi-
mise returns and to get 
the best for the funds in 

So, go ahead. Continue 
to PH if the lessons of 
the December account 
freeze didn’t sink into 
your medulla oblongata. 
You banked on the GH 
you expected you would 
get for your Christmas 
and New Year celebra-
tion, and your hope came 
crashing on your head. 
That’s nothing compared 
to what will happen on 
the day of the final crash. 
You know as well as I 
do that it won’t be long 
from now.  

Next,  you will  re-
mind me that it’s not 
my money you are put-
ting at risk. It’s yours, I 
know. Or you will ask 
me: ‘What about those 
who are doing sports 
betting or playing Baba 
Ijebu?’ Well, the choice 
remains yours.

But friend, think of 
other genuine business-
es you can do with your 
money. This newspaper 
last Sunday published 
a list of six business-
es Nigerians can do in 
2017. The story can be 
accessed online. Look at 
that story and see how 
you can bring yourself 
back to the path of genu-
ine economic recovery 
this year. Kalo-kalo, for 
that is what MMM truly 
is, cannot be a sustain-
able means of livelihood.

Enough said. As they 
say in Warri, “advice no 
be curse”.

Mortgage access: Between 
poverty and interest rate

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO
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2
016 was certainly a crucial 
year for Lagos state. It was a 
year in which the state scored 
many remarkable firsts, 
thereby further attesting 

to its rising profile as the nation’s 
acclaimed Center of Excellence’.

A major highlight of 2016 in the 
state and, indeed, the country at 
large, is the grand entrance of LAKE 
Rice, the product of a joint agro 
venture between Lagos and Kebbi 
states, into the market. The product 
currently sells at designated points 
across the state. Considering the 
current harsh economic reality in 
the country, its roll out, no doubt, 
offers good tidings to Lagosians as 
it is believed that it would cushion 
the effect of economic recession to 
a great extent. The price is equally 
largely reasonable and moderate 
when compared with that of 
imported rice of same quantity.

Aside providing soccour for local 
consumers, one major goal of the 
LAKE Rice Project is economic 
diversification. Presently, the need 
for economic diversification in our 
country cannot be over emphasized. 
Faced with a bleak economic prospect 

Lagos and the defining moments of 2016
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brought about by an agonizing 
economic recession, this, indeed, 
is the exact time for governments at 
all levels to embrace every creative 
strategy that would fast track economic 
emancipation. It is, therefore, quite 
commendable that the Lagos and 
Kebbi State Governments are already 
leading the way in this direction.

Another landmark attainment of 
Lagos state in the previous year was 
the discovery of crude oil along the 
Badagry axis of the state. Consequently, 
the Federal Government has approved 
four of the discovered 5 Aje Oil wells. 
With this, the state effectively entered 
into the league of oil producing states 
in the country and as such now 
entitled to the monthly disbursement 
of statutory 13 per cent derivation fund 
as an oil producing entity. It should be 
stressed that that the commencement 
of oil production from Aje oil field by 
Yinka Folawiyo Petroleum Company 
Limited is the first time oil is being 
produced outside the Niger Delta 
basin and, therefore, of a significance 
in diversifying the source of crude and 
gas production in the country.

The Lagos feat had kick-started 
the path to diversification of oil 
production in Nigeria. The landmark 
accomplishment came after several 
missed targets for the achievement of 
first oil, the latest being March last year. 
Yinka Folawiyo Petroleum Company 
Limited, a wholly-owned indigenous 
firm and operator of the OML 113 
offshore Lagos, had announced the 

commencement of production of crude 
oil from the field. Other partners are 
New Age Exploration Nigeria Limited, 
EER (Colobus) Nigeria Limited, Pan 
Petroleum (Panoro Energy) Aje Limited 
and PR Oil & Gas Nigeria Limited.

2016 further consolidated the plan 
of the State Government to transform 
Lagos into the entertainment hub 
of Africa. This was largely achieved 
through an increasing commitment to 
the ideals of T.H.E.S.E which stands for 
Tourism, Hospitality, Entertainment 
and Sporting Excellence. In 2016, 
Lagos hosted a few international and 
continental entertainment events such 
as an evening of Jazz and AFRIMA. 
Similarly, the maiden edition of Lagos 
Street Party was held in 2016 while Lagos 
equally had an astonishing showing 
at the 2016 edition ofNottingham 
and Toronto Carnivals where eight 
films produced by Lagos State-based 
filmmakers were selected for red-
carpet premieres and screenings.

The 2016 edition of the now 
famous One Lagos Fiesta capped the 
entertainment landmark of Lagos in 
2016. The event held concurrently 
across the five major divisions of the 
state viz- a -viz at Agege, Epe, Badagry, 
Ikorodu and Lagos Island. The plan 
is to guarantee that every part of the 
state was given the opportunity to have 
a taste of the stimulating experience.

In other to empower budding 
artistes, a talent hunt event tagged: 
“Lagos Got Talent” was incorporated 
into 2016 OLF. Participants cut across 
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the five divisions in the state. Epe Born 
promising musical star, Ogunlaja 
Ahmed aka Mr. Dollar emerged overall 
winner just as 18 years old Ikorodu born 
rapper, Abiodun Blessing aka Candy 
Bliss was the runner up. 

In 2016, Lagos became a huge 
construction site as major infrastructure 
development programme became 
visible across the state. For example, 
the construction of the reinforced 
concrete fly-over and signalized 
intersection at Ajah Roundabout was 
being undertaken simultaneously with 
the rehabilitation of Freedom Road 
in Lekki, with a view to reducing the 
heavy traffic being recorded at Ajah 
Roundabout and Lekki- Ikoyi axis.

While the Ajah project is aimed 
at easing movement of residents and 
commuters on the Lagos Island- 
Ibeju-Lekki areas, the construction of 
the reinforced concrete dual-carriage 
flyover at Abule-Egba junction will 
bring relief to millions of commuters 
plying Lagos-Abeokuta Expressway in 
Alimosho, Agege and Ifako-Ijaiye Local 
Government Areas of the State.

Similarly, construction work on 
the Pedestrian Bridge at Ojodu-Berger 
along the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, 
with provision for the physically 
challenged, was completed last year. 
The project with provision for 200m 
laybys on either side of the expressway 
for commuters to disembark and 
embark from the buses has already led 
to drastic reduction in traffic gridlock 
along the axis.
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C
o n s c i o u s l y  o r 
unconsciously we 
b e c o m e  a m n e s i c 
o f  t h e  m e m o r i e s 
of ugly pasts as we 

make progress in life. And like a 
clergyman once said: for every 
new level we ascend, there is a 
new devil to challenge – sounds 
poetic, but beyond the rhythm is 
an aphorism that highlights the 
reality we face when we have won 
a battle, so to say. The focus is to 
war the “new devil” so that we 
can climb to yet another higher 
realm. Still, even while we climb 
to new levels and struggle with 
their attendant worries, we must 
gaze in retrospect to appreciate 
our growth and change in fortune.

Permit me a brief flashback.
A couple of years ago, the 

forest of Sambisa seemed as 
uncharted terr itor y;  i t  was 
regarded as a bastion of the 
terrorist group Boko Haram, 
where they recorded boastful 
and denigrating videos, where 
they launched deadly attacks that 
degraded security apparatuses, 
taking charge of towns and 
hoisting their disdainful flags on 

Lest we forget

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

the soil of the captured territories 
- in defiance of the sovereignty of 
our great country.

And when came Christmas, it 
was a time we became unusually 
guarded – not for the sanctity 
and honour of the celebrations 
that come with the season, but 
for the fear of guerrilla attacks, 
car bombs, or suicide bombers. 
It was a time when our phones 
were flooded with security tips, 
more than we received even 
of the Christmas well-wishing 
messages.  Broadcasts  were 
disseminated warning us where 
to go and where not to go, indeed 
popular businesses suffered for 
this; others cautioned on the 
manner in which we were to 
judge people – based on their 
clothing, their mien or even their 
beards. Sadly.

F a s t - f o r w a r d  t o  2 0 1 6 . 
A different season has been 
witnessed this yuletide: peaceful; 
a n d  f o r  t h e  s o c ia l i te s  a n d 
hedonists, fun-filled. The major 
highlight of this season was the 
capture of the once occupied 
fortress of Sambisa - larger than 
the whole of the Federal Capital 
Territory, and perhaps, more 
than 15 times the size of Lagos 
State – by the Nigerian military 
from the Boko Haram terrorist 
sect. Camp Zero was the last 

after road, school after school, 
hospital after hospital.

To boot: the joy savoured from 
this victory is not limited to the 
territory reclaimed, or in the near 
defeat of the terrorists, it also flows 
from the glory re-established of 
the Nigerian military – known 
all around the world for its great 
valour, resilience, professionalism, 
and might.

The fall of Sambisa would be 
one of the greatest landmarks of 
the Buhari administration. It is a 
promise made, and kept.

Judging by the economic 
recession that hit the country, 
due largely to falling oil prices 
and militancy in the Niger Delta, 
2016 may not seem to be the 
best year for some, but for the 
worth of where we are coming 
from – the sleaze and corruption 
that  waste d an auspicious 
economy; the low morale of a 
military fighting a war, coupled 
with diverted funds meant 
for the purchase of weapons, 
and dwindling revenues – the 
positive and sturdy foundations 
that have been put in place, 
the Rice Revolution that has 
just begun, the unprecedented 
Social Investment Programme 
of the Buhari administration, the 
massive infrastructural reforms 
underway, this exultant victory 

of the Nigerian military and 
more have made the year worth 
it – and an assurance that we can 
aspire to a more victorious and 
propitious 2017.

The journey has just started. 
And we must not be quick to 
forget the tears we shed in 2015 
that were wiped in 2016. The story 
has changed for the better, but we 
hope for the best.

Yes, lying ahead is the looming 
fear of guerrilla and isolated 
attacks that may be experienced 
as the dissipated terrorist group 
struggles with its last breath 
–  this  must  b e  dealt  w ith. 
More: the resuscitation of the 
infrastructural, humanitarian, 
economic and social  wel l-
being of the region must be 
done expeditiously; also, the 
rehabilitation and return to 
normal livelihood of about 2 
million displaced persons in 
the region is a task that must be 
done soonest; the release of the 
abducted Chibok Girls who have 
been held captive for almost 
1,000 days too. Indeed, the task 
ahead is as onerous as the one 
we have done behind.

While these bother and keep 
us on our toes, for anything, we 
must not forget one event that 
culminated a hard-fought year: 
Camp Zero has fallen.
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enclave of this vast swath of land 
to be captured after period of 
military advancement into the 
notorious forest.

The military has moved the 
necessary step further and is 
consolidating on this great 
victory: they say they would 
convert the vast forest into a 
military training centre and 
a l s o  a  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e nt 
testing ground; they have begun 
constr uct ing  new roads  to 
further this domination; and an 
intensified mop-up operation is 
further underway.

As businesses open up in 
Borno State, and the commercial 
capital of North-Eastern Nigeria 
inches towards thriving again, 
t h e  o n c e  w a r- t o r n  r e g i o n 
and economic backwater is 
headed out of war, desolation 
a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  t o 
reconciliation, reconstruction 
and rehabilitation. Already, 
r o a d s  c l o s e d  f o r  c l o s e  t o 
three years and more in some 
instances have been reopened 
for users. The return to absolute 
normalcy would take time no 
doubt ; one would be futilely 
prophetic to forecast that the 
wanton destruction and loss 
would be rebuilt in ‘3 days’. Yet, 
assuredly, it would happen – step 
after step, house after house, road 

Business travel is inevitable 
for most people in the 
Nigerian workforce. Aside 

from the fact that it contributes 
a lot to the economy and GDP of 
the country, it opens doors for 
the individual businessman or 
woman, opportunity seeker, and 
small scale business person or 
business owner.

In Nigeria, however, many 
companies view business travel 
simply as an expense and do 
not see the benefits that come 
from it. They, therefore, budget 
very little for it, making the 
trip in itself extremely tedious 
for the employee who gets the 
assignment to embark on the 
journey. The truth is, no matter 
the budget or destination, any 

Business travel tips for Nigerians this 2017
Nigerian can survive a business 
trip by following certain rules. 
Jumia Travel offers 5 tips to aid 
Nigerians who regularly find 
themselves on the move for 
business.

Ensure you draft a packing 
list, and use it at all times 

As a traveller, you already 
know what is essential to your 
trip and what is dispensable. 
However, before you set out 
on your journey, ensure you 
make a checklist where you 
include every item you will 
be travelling with, including 
personal documents and gadgets. 
This helps you remain organized 
and there is a very low risk of 
forgetting anything you need 
for the trip, or leaving it behind 
at your hotel. You really do not 
need to download an app or use 
software to do this; a pen and 
paper will suffice. Good thing is 
that once you make the list, you 
can always use it for every other 
business trip, only updating it 
where necessary.

Be punctual

Also, in this era of laptops and 
iPads, most of our information 
are stored as files on these 
gadgets. Charge these devices to 
full capacity before you set out 
on the trip, and even while on 
the trip, carry a travel charger 
and look out for ports where 
you can plug in and keep them 
charging. A great idea will be to 
pack a power bank which is very 
portable. Also, you can travel with 
extra batteries.

Stay on top of your expenses
When you are on business trip, 

usually your expenses are catered 
to by the office management. 
In most cases, there will be a 
budget while in other cases 
you would be asked to bring 
back a list of costs insured for 
reimbursement. Whatever the 
case, it is important to stay on top 
of your expenses. The office will 
not reimburse you for everything. 
Take a small jotter to record your 
expenses and ensure you write on 
the back of each receipt where 
you were or the reason for the 
expense. Keeping track of all your 
purchases and expenses will help 

you stick to your budget and will 
make writing a report easier.

Ignore the minibar and room 
service

The minibar poses a huge 
temptation for most business 
travellers as it is usually easy 
to just reach into the fridge 
and snack on something while 
working. But the thing about 
most minibars is that the price 
of the items in the minibar is 
highly inflated and never worth 
the convenience. Even the room 
service comes at an extra charge 
and also deprives you the chance 
to stretch your legs and drink 
in the ambiance of the hotel 
surroundings. The fact that you 
are on a business trip, does not 
mean you are confined to the 
hotel. Forget the minibar and 
room service, go out to local 
restaurants and stores far away 
from your hotel, mingle with 
others and explore in your free 
hours. Rather than spend more in 
the hotel, you will gain enriching 
experiences that you can share 
with your colleagues upon your 
return to the office. 

Although some business trips 
might be impromptu, most are 
usually scheduled with ample 
time to make pre-arrangements. 
D o  n o t  l e a v e  y o u r  t r a v e l 
arrangements to the last minute 
and if the office is making the 
arrangements for you, ensure 
you follow up, making sure they 
keep you updated. Try and book 
your flight in advance. And on the 
day of the trip, get to the airport 
on time; check in on the way if 
you can, that way you limit every 
chance of missing your flight and 
dealing with the complications of 
a cancellation. Also ensure that 
you call ahead to notify the hotel 
and the car rental, and if you 
are being picked up by business 
partners at your destination, an 
early or scheduled arrival gives 
a good impression and hence a 
good start.

Make sure you keep your 
devices charging

When you are on the road, 
your devices should remain 
charged as they are what keeps 
you connected to your office and 
the contacts at your destination. 

NKEM NDEM
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I
ndeed God has been so 
gracious to Nigeria and 
N i g e r i a n s  i n  d i ve r s e 
ways,  despite  the nu-

merous challenges that en-
velop e d the c ountry, par-
ticularly insecurity that led 
to the death of millions of 
innocent children, women 
and men especially in the 
North-East region following 
the activities of the ravag-
ing Boko Haram insurgents, 
as well as the rejuvenated 
Niger  D elta  mil i tants .  In 
other parts of the country, 
n o  o n e  c a n  qu a n t i f y  t h e 
bloodshed arising from the 
heinous attacks unleashed 
on the p eac eful p e ople of 
Agatuland in Benue State by 
men suspected to be Fulani 
herdsmen, and the killings in 
Southern Kaduna. Reflecting 
over the crisis of the Shiites 
religious group also in Ka-
duna state leaves Nigerians 
crying for imme diate and 
lasting solutions to all the 
ungodly and inhuman activi-
ties fuelled by unquenchable 
quest for money, supremacy, 
among other transient and 
p erishable things that we 
value above human lives.

A s i d e  f ro m  l o s i n g  m i l-
lions of human res ourc es 
who would have boosted the 

country’s fortune, the sad-
ness that enveloped families 
and the entire country, you 
need to listen and have the 
feel of the lifestyle of mil-
lions of our people who, out 
of fun, tagge d ‘Internally 
Displac e d Pers ons (IDPs) ’. 
Unfortunately, they were 
the victims of religious and 
c o m mu n u a l  w a r s .  T h e s e 
are some of the factors that 
shap e year 2016.  Around 
t h i s  t i m e  l a s t  ye a r,  t h e y 
were alive and hopeful of 
seeing more years without 
k n o w i n g  t h e  d e at h  w a s 
hovering around! Oh dear!!!

A l l  o f  t h e s e  i m p a c t e d 
on the socio-economic and 
political life of our country. 
Greed and quest for survival 
abound among politicians 
who at one time or the other 
further impoverished the 
working class. Imagine the 
extent of corruption in the 
public institutions, talkless 
of the private sector. The 
country’s disposition to the 
issue of corruption that we 
have b e en treat ing with 
g l o o ve - h a n d s ,  t r i b a l i s m , 
ethnicity and compromise 
of standard and merit were 
bane of  Nigeria’s  under -
development despite tril-
lions of naira realised from 

enormous resources at our 
disp osal .  The custo dians 
of all  the institutions/re-
sources and politicians alike 
merely see their tenure as 
l ifetime opp ortunities  to 
loot the our commonwealth 
because they never believe 
in the future. That is the 
more reason why little or no 
attention is given to build-
ing enduring institutions 
for national development. 
I m a g i n e  t h e  qu a n t u m  o f 
abandoned projects begging 
for government’s attention 
at both Federal and State 
levels, not to mention the 
i m p o ve r i s h e d  l i f e  at  t h e 
g ra s s ro o t / Lo c a l  G o ve r n -
ment Councils! To worsen 
the case, our leaders have 
failed to prioritise policies 
and programmes that would 
douse the tension and alle-
viate the sufferings of the 
citizenry. I get more wor-
ried when we frivolously 
squander meagre resources 
despite the economic reces-
sion steering us at the face. 
I imagine the state of our 
health institutions, full of 
edifices, full of unmotivated 
personnels. Skeletal revela-
tions from various inves-
t i g at i ve  p ub l i c  h e a r i n g s 
especially on the invasion 

of residents of some judicial 
officials which I attended in 
the House of Representa-
tives, confirmed that Nige-
ria is deeply enmeshed in 
c orruption.  Some critical 
investigative hearings ini-
tiated by the House before 
they signed-off for the year 
2016 included the Malabu 
oil  blo c s candal;  prob e of 
the activities and funding of

D e ve l o p m e n t  F i n a n c e 
Institutions (DFIs)  which 
led to the request for the 
audited accounts of Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Small 
and Medium Enterprises of 
Nigeria (SMEDAN), Nigerian 
Export Import Bank (NEX-
IM) ;  Bank of  Agriculture 
(BoA);  National Ec onomic 
Reconstruction Fund (NER-
F UND);  Fe deral Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) and 
Infrastructure Bank, among 
others, which is to resume 
on January 17, 2017.

The House also initiated 
probe into the disbursement 
and utilization of bail-out 
funds to State Governments 
with the view to ascertain 
the ne c essity for further 
disbursement as muted by 
t h e  Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t 
and  another probe into the 
fraudulent  Mult i -B i l l ion 

naira cash payout to Gov-
ernment officials annually 
by Insuranc e Companies 
mandated to insure Govern-
ment fixed and non-fixed 
a s s e t s  b y  w ay  o f  re t u r n 
on premiums. All of these 
may presumptuously turn 
to banana-peels and throw 
the Lower Chamb er into 
another kind of crises while 
hoping that there shall not 
be another ‘budget padding’ 
as we look forward to the 
consideration of the 2017 
budget  prop osal .  On this 
note, do I commit Nigeria 
and Nigerians into Go d’s 
s a c re d  h a n d s  t o  p ro v i d e 
divine solutions to myriads 
of challenges that seem too 
numerous for our leaders to 
handle especially ‘corrup-
tion’ in the new year.

Let’s do things differently this year, please

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

J
ust when we thought 
t h e  ‘ r e j e c t i o n ’  o f 
Ibrahim Magu as sub-
s t a n t i ve  c h a i r m a n , 

E c o n o m i c  a n d  F i n a n c i a l 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
by the Senate has been set-
tled and President Muham-
madu Buhari  is  exp e cte d 
to submit a new nominee, 
crisis is brewing between 
the Senate sp okesp ers on, 
Aliyu Abdullahi and Lead-
er of the Red Chamber Ali 
Ndume.

While the Senate Leader 
alleged that the ‘rejection’ 
was smuggled in by some 
of his colleagues and that 
the Senate only res olve d 
“ n o t  t o  c o n f i r m”  M a g u , 
S e n at e  s p o ke s p e r s o n  i n -
sisted that the nomination 
had been rejected.

To  A b d u l l a h i ,  N d u m e 
h a d  n o  l o c u s  s t a n d i  t o 
address  the Press  on the 

matter and that his duties 
a s  M a j o r i t y  Le a d e r  d o e s 
not include usurping the 
functions of the Media and 
Public Affairs Committee.

A p e ep into the Senate 
Standing Orders 2015 (as 
a m e n d e d )  r e ve a l e d  t h at 
the functions of  the Ma-
jority Leader of the Senate 
include:  to lead the busi-
ness of the Senate, manage 
the legislative schedule of 
the Re d Chamb er as well 
as  l iais e with Committe e 
Chairmen and other func-
tionaries of the Senate.

A s  i t  s t a n d s ,  t h e  h a l -
lowe d chamb er has b e en 
factionalised into pro and 
a n t i - M a g u  l a w m a k e r s , 
courtesy of influence from 
President Buhari’s kitchen 
c ab i n e t .  W h i l e  t h e  p r o -
M a g u  s e n a t o r s  a r e  o p -
t i m i s t i c  t h at  t h e  S e n at e 
m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  M a g u  i f 
B u h a r i  c o u l d  f a u l t  t h e 
D S S  re p o r t ,  u p o n  w h i c h 
he was rejected, the anti-
Magu senators are flexing 
mus cles ,  await ing a  new 
chairmanship nominee by 
the President.

The fact that some sena-
t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  s p o u s e s 
are enmeshed in criminal 
c a s e s ,  d i d  n o t  a l s o  h e l p 
m at t e r s ,  a s  s e n at o r s  s e e 
Magu’s c onfirmation as a 
way of getting back at the 

Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t  fo r 
a l l e g e d l y  w i t c h - h u n t i n g 
them.

M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c a s e s 
against the lawmakers are 
re l at e d  t o  a l l e g at i o n s  o f 
c orruption,  running into 
bill ions of naira that the 
s e n at o r s  a r e  a c c u s e d  o f 
misappropriating.

At least six of the law-
makers have been docked 
at various courts for trial 
on fraud charges, most of 
them former governors.

Tw o  o f  t h e  s e n a t o r s , 
however, are facing charg-
es of forgery and drug of-
fences, respectively, while 
the last one has b e en in-
terrogated by the Commis-
sion over alleged fraud.

Some of the legislators 
w h o s e  t r i a l s  h a v e  c o m -
m e n c e d  i n c l u d e :  S e n at e 
President  Bukola  Saraki ; 
D e p ut y  S e n at e  M i n o r i t y 
Leader Godswill Akpabio; 
Chairman Senate Commit-
tee on Public Procurement, 
Joshua Dariye; Chairman,  
Senate Committee on Ap-
p r o p r i a t i o n s  D a n j u m a 
G o j e .  O t h e r s  a re :  C h a i r -
m a n ,  S e n at e  C o m m i t t e e 
on Agriculture Abdullahi 
A d a mu ,  C h a i r m a n  S e n -
ate Committee on Special 
Duties  Ab dulaziz  Nyako, 
Chairman Senate Commit-
te e on Marine Transp ort 

A h m e d  S a n i  Y a r i m a  a s 
well as Buruji Kashamu.

S a r a k i  i s  f a c i n g  a 
1 3 - c o u n t  c h a r g e  a t  t h e 
Code of Conduct Tribunal 
(CCT)  b ordering on fals e 
a s s e t s  d e c l a rat i o n  w h i l e 
he was the governor of his 
h o m e  s t at e .  T h e  Fe d e ra l 
Government has, however, 
withdrawn the charges of 
criminal c onspiray relat-
ing to the alleged forgery 
o f  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a n d i n g 
Orders, 2015, filed against 
Saraki and his deputy, Ike 
Ekweremadu.

Early this year, Yarima 
was docked on a 19-count 
c h a r g e  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  b y 
the Indep endent Corrupt 
P r a c t i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  r e -
lated offences Commission 
( I C P C ) .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
ac cus e d him of diverting 
part of the N1 billion proj-
e c t  f u n d s  fo r  t h e  re p a i r 
o f  c o l l a p s e d  G u s a u  D a m 
a n d  re s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e 
victims of  f lo o d to other 
purposes.

A n o t h e r  l a w m a k e r , 
Goje, and former governor 
of Gombe State, is facing an 
18-count charge, alongside 
four others,  bordering on 
c o n s p i ra c y  a n d  f ra u d  t o 
the tune of N25billion, in-
stituted by the EFCC.

A k p ab i o  w h o  d o ub l e s 
as Vic e Chairman Senate 

Committe e  on Judiciary, 
Human Rights  and Legal 
Matters,  is  b eing investi-
gate d for  c orruption.  He 
was twic e invite d by the 
E F C C  o ve r  a l l e g at i o n  o f 
N108billion fraud.

Another senator on EF-
CC’s radar is Adamu, who 
was arrested by the Com-
mission for allegedly mis-
appropriating N15bil l ion 
alongside 18 others.

Also under probe is Ab-
dulaziz Nyako, son of for-
m e r  G o v e r n o r  M u r t a l a 
Nyako.  In July last  year, 
t h e  E F C C  d o c ke d  A b d u -
laziz  and his  father,  at  a 
Federal High Court in Abu-
ja over alleged corruption. 
They were arraigned on a 
37-count charge bordering 
o n  c r i m i n a l  c o n s p i r a c y, 
s t e a l i n g ,  ab u s e  o f  o ff i c e 
and money laundering.

While Kashamu is  fac-
ing threat  of  extradition 
from the National  Drugs 
Law Enforcement Agency 
( N D L E A ) ,  a c t i n g  o n  r e -
q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d 
S t at e s ,  D a r i y e  h a s  b e e n 
standing trial  sinc e 2007 
o n  2 3 - c o u n t  c h a r g e  b o r -
d e r i n g  o n  m o n e y  l a u n -
d e r i n g ,  a b u s e  o f  o ff i c e 
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  H e  w a s 
a c c u s e d  o f  e m b e z z l i n g 
over N1.2billion ecological 
funds.

Magu’s rejection and senators’ corruption trial
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Despite damning analyses by many com-
mentators that the economic outlook 
of Nigeria for this year is not promising, 

government has insisted that the recession 
would be tamed in no time at all. Messages from 
various levels of government in the New Year 
were very reassuring. 

The Federal Government pointedly told 
Nigerians that it would do everything possible 
to end their miseries. President Muhammadu 
Buhari in his New Year message personally 

In the last few weeks, the massacre in the 
Southern Kaduna in Kaduna State has 
taken a frightening dimension, attracting 

global attention. Before Christmas, the ad-
ministration of Nasir El-Rufai, had imposed a 
curfew in some communities in the troubled 
Southern Kaduna to check the bloody cam-
paign of the marauding Fulani herdsmen. 
Despite the curfew, reports had it that the 
killers still carried out their Satanic activities, 
moving from house to house killing the hap-
less Southern Kaduna people. 

It was also said that despite the alarm 
raised by the people and the notification of 
the security agencies of the presence of the 
murderers in the community, there was no 
intervention. There have always been crises 
in Kaduna, but the magnitude they have as-
sumed since El-Rufai became the governor 
of the state has become very worrisome. 
The governor is of the Fulani stock and those 
carrying out the killings are said to be Fulani. 

It is against this backdrop that some ana-
lysts and indigenes of the state accuse El-Rufai 
of directly or indirectly providing support to 
the killers. 

The governor, it would be recalled had 
banned open preaching in the state and some 
other religious activities, but he has allowed 
his own religion to operate without hindrance. 
As early as 4:00am, their loudspeakers are 
blaring, calling for early morning prayers. 
The governor had made some utterances that 
gave him away as a religious fanatic that is 
out to persecute people of opposite religion. 

It’s in your hands, Mr. President

Ministers Nigerians want
Before the Christmas Holidays, the 

presidency gave an indication that 
there would be some addition and 

subtraction in the President Muhammadu 
Buhari cabinet. The news was received 
with mixed feelings. On one hand, it was 
happily received because many of the 
ministers have indeed over-stayed their 
welcome. They had occupied the positions 
without making any positive impact. 

Some of them are round pegs in square 
holes. They claim to be learning on the 
job, but from all indications, they have 
learnt nothing so far; and to allow them 
continue learning indefinitely will not be 
in the best interest of the country and the 
people. On the other hand, the news was 
not so pleasant because it is believed that 
the inability of some of them to make a 
positive mark on their beats was the fault 
of the President himself who allegedly 
does not allow the ministers free hand 
to operate.  

So, the thinking is that even if the Presi-
dent hires the best hands in the country 
as ministers, such minsters will also not 
perform because they will not be given 

El-Rufai’s Kaduna

Okorocha and hate politics

Ifeanyi Uba’s journey to APC

The news about the defection of  
Ifeanyi Uba, chairman of capital 
Oil Limited from the People’s 

Democratic Party (PDP) to the ruling 
APC did not come to marry people as a 
surprise. He has moved from one party 
to the other at different times. He has 
moved from the PDP on many occa-
sions. For the youthful business mogul, 
what matters is personal interest and 
satisfaction. 

This is also applicable to every politi-
cian in Nigeria. When politicians speak 
of commitment to a political association, 
it is basically because of what they can 
get out of it. 

Those who followed the activities of 
Uba, his closeness to Goodluck Jonathan 
and the commitment in seeing that the 
PDP retained the presidency in 2015 

never imagined that by now he would 
be talking about joining a party he hated 
so much then. Well, interest is at play. 
Uba believes that he has every other 
thing going for him – money, influence 
and business - his target is political 
power. It was this ambition that drove 
him to take part in the gubernatorial 
election in his native Anambra State in 
2013 and lost to Willie Obiano. 

His defection to the APC is in prepa-
ration for the race in his state this year. 
He believes that joining the ruling party 
could enhance his chances. Ifeanyi Uba 
gave his time, his money, his resources 
and support to Jonathan in 2015 but the 
project failed. He has to move on. 

He cannot continue to mourn the 
loss of an election. He would also not 
continue to remain in the PDP, a party 
that appears to have lost its soul. 

Now that age is very much on his 
side, he must move on with his life. 
Having an ambition to rule his state is 
in order, after all the world is looking for 
young people to do the right thing. The 
only piece of advice for him is that when 
he must have become the governor on 
the platform of the APC, he must not 
behave like his brother, Rochas Okoro-
cha, who has allowed party differences 
to becloud his sense of commitment 
and service to the generality of Imo 
people. The welfare of Ndi – Anambra, 
irrespective of party affiliation, must be 
his concern.

expressed the optimism that the  “change we 
all yearned for in voting this administration 
to power in 2015 will manifest more and be 
sustained in different sectors particularly ag-
riculture in 2017.” He talked about sustaining 
efforts at wrestling”Corruption to the ground”, 
sustaining existing progammes aimed at “lift-
ing a vast number of our youths out of poverty 
through job creation.”  

The New Year message was like any other 
that had continued to emanate from the seat of 
power in Abuja in the last 20 months. Beyond 
the profuse rehashed promises, Nigerians want 
action. 

The rhetoric has been too much. The Federal 
Government has continued to dash the hope of 
the people so much that many have lost interest 
in leadership. In the last 20 months since the in-
auguration of the current administration, a good 
number of the electorates that voted for it in 
2015 have continued to regret their choice. The 
promised change has taken so long in coming. 

The problem with Buhari’s new promises 
is that it is already said that this administration 
does not keep promises and many Nigerians 
have no confidence in whatever government is 
saying. A government that denied its campaign 
promises may have created an integrity problem 
for itself.  

a free hand to operate. Or rather, they 
would also be bitten by the bug of non-
performance in the system. 

The scripture says, ‘It is enough for the 
disciple that he be as his master and the 
servant as his lord’ (Matthew 10:25). The 
President must therefore, refrain from 
casting his shadows on his ministers, in-
hibiting them from running with the zeal 
to render quality service. 

To get the nation moving in the right 
direction, even when the new ministers 
arrive, they must be technocrats who 
know their onions, who are powered by 
the desire to contribute their meaningful 
quota to the development of their father-
land and not mere politicians recruited to 
please godfathers or satisfy some politi-
cal exigencies. They must not be people 
whose only motivation to serve is personal 
aggrandisement. 

Nigerians are waiting anxiously for a 
new beginning as they have grown weary 
of the existing minsters who have for 
over one year talked elaborately on good 
intentions and big projects, but delivering 
nothing.

Since he came on board, the state has seen so 
much blood. 

Ordinarily, the essence of seeking political 
office is to protect the all-round interest of 
every citizen of the state, as the case may 
be, but from reports, El- Rufai’s embrace to 
power in Kaduna has proven very costly 
and disastrous. It is not only in Kaduna that 
Christians and Moslems cohabit; why must 
El-Rufai’s case be different. It is a shame that 
while we condemn Boko Haram, ISIS and 
other murderous global organisations an 
elected government is covertly and overtly 
encouraging insurgency in his state. 

Truth remains that if the governor does not 
take delight in what is happening in Southern 
Kaduna, he would have stemmed the ugly 
tide. But because, as it is being alleged, it ap-
pears he is comfortable with the killings, he 
has decided to play the ostrich, burying his 
head in the sand and refusing to listen to the 
cries of the victims. One thing is sure, power 
is ephemeral.  And those that ride on the back 
of tiger may end up in its belly.

Governor Rochas Okorocha of Imo State 
may have adopted the “97 percent and 
5 percent sharing ratio of President 

Muhammadu Buhari in the governance of 
his state. 

It would be recalled that President Buhari 
had told a journalist outside the country 
why he must not run an equitable and fair 
government in the distribution of patronage. 
He said it was not possible to treat those who 
gave him 5 percent votes the same way he 
would to those who gave him 97 percent 
votes. Don’t mind the arithmetic. And he has 
lived up to his promise. 

Okorocha, whose governance style in Imo 
State has been a subject of controversy, took 
the divisive style of governance to a notch 
higher recently when he sternly warned 
members of his party, the All Progressives 

winners do not see citizens with the eye of 
opposition but as united members of society 
that must be taken care of. 

What Governor Okorocha has simply 
manifested is a high level of intolerance. It 
also means that if it were possible, he could 
have barred non-APC members from using 
the roads he has constructed or rehabilitated; 
he could have also banned the employment 
of non-members as teachers into the state 
civil service or could have also sacked chil-
dren of PDP members from public schools.  

It is indeed sad that someone who is car-
rying himself as representative of the South 
East geo – political zone in the ruling party 
is being so vindictive. Okorocha must know 
that tomorrow is pregnant!

Congress (APC), not to share the rice and 
money he gave to them with traditional rul-
ers and members of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), even if such people are members 
of their families.  

A party that promises CHANGE has al-
lowed itself to be bitten by the bug of bad 
politics, hatred and vindictiveness. Twenty 
(20) months after Okorocha was inaugurated 
as governor, he has not allowed himself to be 
weaned off pettiness. It appears that a good 
number of those on the APC fold are think-
ing the same “unprogressive” way. By what 
he has said, Okorocha is a good student of his 
President. It also shows that Okorocha could 
have done worse had he won the presidency. 

In saner climes, politics stops as soon as 
elections are over, allowing elected officers 
to perform the duty of office. After elections, 



How it started

T
he spirit of Christmas 
is an initiative that we 
conceived. We got it as 
an inspiration and it be-
came a burden; it is a love 

outreach to prison inmates. We 
thought about how to make Christ-
mas memorable for those who are 
less privileged, especially those in-
carcerated. So the idea came that we 
should reach out to them by provid-
ing food, toiletries, and then spice up 
the day by bringing in music, com-
edy and other such. We approached 
the prison authorities with our plan, 
which they welcomed. When this 
happened we had barely three 
weeks to prepare for it. What I did 
was to put it up on Facebook and 
reached out privately to some of my 
friends with the idea and asked for 
their support. A lot of them looked 
at it like, where is this guy coming 
from? – because this is the first time 
I am embarking on a project where I 
had to rely on some support system 
outside of myself. I have done big-
ger events where I had to reach out 
to corporate organisations, but on 
this, I’m telling people, ‘I need you 
to give me at least N1,000 for a meal 
per person because we want to feed 
1,200 people” – though eventually 
we fed 1,700 people. Just to cut the 
story short, most of the people who 
pledged never showed up for some 
reasons – but no ill feelings. Five 
days to the event, we started getting 
funds. Someone called from Austria, 
another from Italy, from Germany, 
and they all sent money, so we were 
able to get all that we needed to visit 
the prison. We got a DJ, musicians, 
comedians and some others. For me, 
this was my first close encounter 
with prison inmates. That created 
what I will call a moment of epiph-
any for me because a lot of people 
believe that prisoners are these 
people that should be forgotten 
because they deserve what is being 
dealt to them. For instance, when I 
spoke to one of my friends, he said, 
“If na prison, forget them o. Those 
people wey don kill, kidnap, steal 
and all that. If the money too much 
for you, give me some.” What he 
didn’t know was that at the point I 
was speaking with him, I didn’t even 
have the money for the project, but 
I just had the passion that it would 
happen because this is not one of 
those good ideas. I have had a couple 
of good ideas, some things that we 
had to brainstorm and go into con-
ceptualisation process to conceive, 
but this was not one of them.

A vision is born
I got this inspiration in the night, 

woke up and went to my mum who 
came visiting and shared the vision 
with her. At the point I received the 
inspiration, I said to myself, if this is 
something God wants me to do, let 
me see some signs, because people 
were already tensed up, they didn’t 
have money; so if we have to do 
this, let it be something that God is 
involved in. My mum is a retiree. 
When I shared it with her, she was 
so excited and said she would sup-
port it by giving some cash. That 
was the first motivation I got from 

…In the spirit of Christmas

outside myself. Then when I ap-
proached the prison and met with 
the deputy comptroller of prison, I 
just said a few words and he said, 
‘I’m not the only person to hear this.’ 
So he beckoned on someone to call 
the psychologist, Mr Aluu. The man 
came and stood; he declined taking 
a seat, and I was asked to continue 
speaking. I shared the purpose of 
my mission and I will never forget 
that moment as he held my hands 
and started praying out loud. He 
said, ‘I am barely three weeks here, 
I was posted from Ikoyi Prison to 
this place. And when I came here I 
was praying that God should send 
an angel. What I see today is an an-
swer to that prayer because I know 
that I needed somebody to come at 
this time to have this kind of event 
so that lives can be transformed.’ I 
became a bit emotional because this 
had to be orchestrated by God; this 
is not just a one-off thing, and then 
I was asked to keep them updated 
about the event.

Sources of funds
Five of my friends came through 

for me but the ones that God used to 
make this happen were the three 
people from outside the country. 
I did not speak to them about the 
project, they saw it on Facebook 
and decided to be part of it. With 
these monies we were able to buy 
the toiletries, table water, books 
and then we also cooked food and 
packaged for them.

In the spirit of Christmas
On the day of the programme, 

we came fully prepared. Let me tell 
you another sign – my mum was 
the first sign/confirmation that this 
was good. Second was the way I was 
received at the prison by the deputy 
comptroller and the psychologist. 
And third was when we eventually 
got to the prison. We were meant 

to use this hall that would not have 
taken more than 500 people, but 
when we got there that morning, 
we saw that a massive tent had been 
mounted in the open space and they 
thought we were the ones. The dep-
uty comptroller came out by himself 
and they started making enquiries, 
only to discover that there was this 
group who was to have an event 
three days after ours; they came 
to mount the canopy three days in 
advance and that seldom happens. 
Can you imagine what they paid? 
So we had the event under the 
canopy, the inmates came out and 
all had fun and danced. Now, a lot 
of people saw prisoners, but I saw 
diamonds in their raw form. I saw 
people who though they have been 
incarcerated and locked behind bars 
still have their potentials intact. 
Recently I was at TVC, and the guy 
asked me politely, ‘Have you ever 
been arrested before?’ He was being 
diplomatic, I know what he wanted 

to know was if I am an ex-convict 
because of the passion I have. In my 
life I have never been arrested or got 
anyone arrested; this is a burden 
God gave me, so it has nothing to do 
with my experiences.

Interaction with the inmates
I interacted with the inmates 

but the highpoint for me that day 
was the encounter I had with a man 
who was probably in his 60s. The 
man is in prison, a victim of stroke, 
so despite all the fun, music, comedy, 
this man kept a very straight face 
– no smile. I went to where he was 
sitting and said, ‘Sir, why won’t you 
smile? Smile, we are having fun.’ He 
caught himself, because it was like 
he was not conscious of his sur-
rounding, and said, ‘But I am smiling.’ 
I repeated that he was not smiling 
– but I understood, I could relate 
with that. What happens is that 
when life hits you between the eyes, 
every attempt by the comedians to 
make you happy becomes futile. 

This man was completely in pain, 
he had forgotten what it means 
to laugh. So I asked if he minded a 
hug from me, he said no, and then 
the crowd behind him shouted, ‘He 
needs a hug!’ When I hugged him, 
I saw the smile on his face. That 
picture stuck in my subconscious. 
He hugged me and didn’t want to 
let go. I said to him, ‘This is not how 
the story ends. To you probably you 
think this is the end because you are 
here.’ (He had told me that his family 
had abandoned him. He had stroke 
but was still in prison). I said, ‘You 
know what, we want to be here for 
you. This is not how the story ends.’

The point is this, from the angle I 
am coming from, I do not believe the 
prisons should be a place where peo-
ple that society has labelled ‘useless, 
culprits or convicts’ are dumped. It 
should be a place where people are 
rehabilitated; these people deserve 
second chance. Come to think of 
it, most of us, if given the circum-
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Mark Idiahi, the founder of SecondChance Foundation, an NGO that is focused on prisoners’ 
rehabilitation, reorientation and reintegration, narrates his Christmas Day experience spent 
with male inmates at the Kirikiri Maximum Prison in Lagos. He spoke with MABEL DIMMA.
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stances they were in and put on 
the same shoes they put on, when 
they put on the shoes where they 
were, we would have fallen victim 
or done exactly or worse than they; 
they have already been judged by 
the system.

What next
One of them said to me in broken 

English, ‘Ol’ boy, I do am o. As I dey 
tell you so, if I commot here tomor-
row, I no get something wey I dey 
do, I fit do another thing o.’ That 
brings us to the next phase of this 
project, which is from prison to the 
work place. We want to reach out 
to these people in partnership with 
corporate organisations with good 
hearts, to organise programmes, 
events, skill acquisitions, empower-
ment programmes and the like, so 
they can become useful to society. 
If we don’t do this, some of these 
guys can come out and become 
worse off; they want to avenge the 
pain and get back to society as a 
way to express their anger at the 
system which failed them. As I said 
to some of them (because I had an 
opportunity to speak to them), the 
real prison is not you being in a 
place where your legs are chained, 
because the person that wrote the 
most part of the New Testament sec-
tion of the Bible was in chains when 
he did all of those writings. I have 
seen grown-up men looking nice in 
their beautiful suits, women prettily 
made up, yet they are in prison. The 
real prison is when you are held 
bound by envy, malice, anger; you 
are not free until your mind and 
soul is free. So you may be in incar-
ceration, but the fact that your mind 
is free from all of these complexes 
and evil, that alone is something you 
should be grateful for. I understand 
the beauty of freedom, but I tell 
people that freedom has a respon-
sibility. Some of them are where 
they are today because the freedom 
they had was mismanaged, because 
when freedom is not well managed, 
it leads to all of these – throwing 
caution to the wind, breaking all the 
rules in the book and then you find 
yourself in this confinement. What 
we want to do in this next phase is 
to reach out to them by organising 
skill acquisition programmes – it 
is actually three Rs (rehabilitation, 
reformation and reorientation/re-
integration) because we know they 
will definitely be set free. We want 
to look at the cases of some of these 
people; some are locked up because 
they did not have counsel to repre-
sent them or someone to look into 
their case. So we would like to work 
with some lawyers on a pro bono 
basis, who will be willing to look at 
these cases to see how they can be 
better addressed. I am promising 
that I want to change the world, 
this is my philosophy, and we don’t 
believe we can reach everybody, 
but we believe that everybody can 
reach at least one person. You know 
the world is like a boomerang echo 

system. Let me use this story to put 
it in context: A little boy had an issue 
with his mother. He started throw-
ing a tantrum, insulting the mother 
and eventually ran out of the house 
because they lived by this country 
house that was close to a forest with 
mountains. He climbed one of the 
mountains and yelled out, ‘I hate 
you!’ When he did that, there was 
an echo that sent his words back to 
him, ‘I hate you!’ He became terrified 
and ran back home, embraced the 
mum and said, ‘One big monster out 
there, because I said I hate you, told 
me he hates me’. The mum patted 
him and asked him to go back on the 
mountain top and tell the monster, 
‘I love you!’ The boy went back and 
did same and again it echoed back 
at him. This time he was excited 
when he ran back to the mum. ‘The 
monster just told me that he loves 
me. Thank you so very much, mum,’ 
he said. And the mum was smiling. 
What the boy didn’t know was that 
it wasn’t a monster – you can’t get an 
echo if you never sowed a sound. 
Life is like that, it is a boomerang ef-
fect; once you throw it, it comes back 
to you. For the man out there who 
is comfortable, living in an iron-
fenced house, he thinks that these 
can’t get to him; it is not his business 

to look at these downtrodden people 
whose lives are riddled with all kind 
of vices. You think that this is not 
your business but when the chips 

are down, you find that these things 
come back to you. This same per-
son you ignore today might be the 
person who’ll terrorise and kidnap 

your family member tomorrow. So 
this is our business, everybody has 
to be concerned about it.

Event location
We had it at the Kirikiri Maxi-

mum Prison in Lagos for the men. 
There are different segments in the 
prison for male, female and me-
dium, but this time around, we want 
to have it for the female. We can’t 
have the male and female come 
together because of some security 
reasons. When you get to the place, 
you will see the barricades, the male 
and female don’t mix.

About the organisation
It is an NGO, SecondChance 

Foundation, and documentation 
is on-going with the Corporate Af-
fairs Commission (CAC); that should 
be sorted out in a few weeks. We 
want it devoted to prison ministries. 
We used Wealth Creation Global 
Initiative to organise this because 
I am the founder, but we want an 
NGO that will be focused on prison 
rehabilitation.

Is the project just about Christ-
mas?

Initially we had thought it would 
be a one-off thing, and that is why 
we tagged it ‘The spirit of Christ-
mas’, but now, after the event, the 
feedback we got from them – even 
though they didn’t know how to ask 
it of us so it doesn’t look like they 
are asking too much – we could see 
that this is something that is not a 
one-off thing. We have decided to 
do this quarterly. In March we want 
to reach out to the female prisoners 
and share the same love and cour-
age with them. All of these that we 
have done, what is important to me 
are the words that we have spoken. 
The seeds, the word we have sown 
into their hearts, the hope, because 
hope is the only thing that is stron-
ger than fear. When a man has lost 
hope, it is over, that man cannot do 
anything.



‘The coming of United Labour Congress 
will not undermine labour movement’

W
ith the launch 
of United La-
b o u r  C o n -
gress (ULC), 
there will be 

three labour centres in the coun-
try: the Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC), Trade Union Congress of 
Nigeria (TUC), and the ULC – if 
eventually registered. What is 
the future of labour movement 
in Nigeria with three labour 
centres?

Pre-1978, there were four 
labour centres in Nigeria, includ-
ing the United Labour Congress. 
Then, it was United Nigeria La-
bour Congress. When Obasanjo 
came, they tried labour leaders, 
banned so many of them, the 
prominent labour leaders, people 
like Wahab Goodluck, from par-
ticipating in labour movement. 
With that dictatorial muscle, 
they brought everybody to-
gether and you must belong to a 
single labour centre. It is not the 
culture of Nigeria labour move-
ment to have a single labour 
centre but for the military. That 
is the last feature of the mili-
tary dictatorship in the labour 
movement, the issue of having 
one labour centre. The military 
forced everybody together. Now 
the thing played up again in 1988 
when we had the democrats 
and the progressives trying to 
split, but because we were still 
under military dictatorship, the 
atmosphere for them to have 
their separate centres, based on 
their ideological persuasion, was 
not there. So, at the end of the 
day it took some years; people 
came up to say ‘Okay, let us come 
together’.

I n c i d e n t a l l y,  t h e  s a m e 
Obasanjo came again around 
2002/2003 and saw that under 
democratic environment you 
cannot compel people to remain 
in one room if they don’t want to 
be there. You looked back at Sec-
tion 40 of Nigerian Constitution 
which says you have the right 
to form and belong to any trade 
union of your choice, religion 
or political affiliation and it is 
in exercise of that that the TUC 
was registered. Incidentally, TUC 
was registered as the first labour 
centre with the number 001. 

NLC doesn’t have a registra-
tion number today, up till now. 
If somebody is telling you about 
registration or no registration, 
they have not done that. If it is 
all about receiving licence or cer-
tificate after the amendment of 
plural labour centres, they don’t 
have that. Let nobody deceive 
himself, TUC is 001 and there 

NLC in the last two years, I will 
tell you that the NLC has not 
attended to the problems of any-
body from my own group. No-
body, not even when we were 
picketing Ikeja or whatever. So I 
don’t think it is pluralisation but 
there is room independently for 
mergers and acquisition. If we 
are registered and along the line 
we are not doing well, we will be 
swallowed by a stronger centre 
or we have an arrangement 
with other centres to be one 
but not by compulsion. It’s like 
somebody issued a statement, 
you can’t go, and you can’t do 
this. You will not get much from 
this if the people failed to buy 
in that we are together. Many 
unions, even the ones with us 
and others, we are talking of 
union A and B coming together, 
becoming strong or union A and 
B acquiring one because of their 
strength so that we join together. 
Those things are things we can 
do independently not because 
anybody wants to force us. If 
there is an issue and we have 
divergent views, your ability 
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is no 002 as at today. Inasmuch 
as I wouldn’t want to go into 
controversy, the atmosphere 
has been opened for people to 
belong to labour centres with 
some criteria; which is to avoid 
mushrooming of labour centres. 
They now get some conditions 
including that there must be 12 
industrial unions before you can 
apply for registration and part of 
the last features required for you 
to register is that you must have 
a conference where you adopt a 
constitution, where you adopt 
a name and where you elect 
officers. These things should be 
forwarded to the Ministry of 
Labour and the same Labour Act 
made it clear that after this you 
can start operating as a labour 
centre, including collection of 
dues. Now in exercise of this, 
that is what we are trying to do. 
We are not fighting anybody, we 
did not attack anybody, and we 
would not attack anybody. That 
is the origin of it. So I am saying 
that for the fact that we have 
three doesn’t mean we cannot 
have four and if we had four in 

1978, when we didn’t have this 
number of companies, this num-
ber of unions, and this number of 
workers, the tendency for us to 
have more is now if it will serve 
our purpose. But that doesn’t 
mean that a worker’s problem 
is not a worker’s problem but 
the era of omnipotent labour 
centre is over. So it is based on 
the service we can render to 
workers. You ask yourself, why 
do they say we must have the 
other trade unions? The laws 
must have said that there must 
be only one trade union, we have 
over 40 trade unions and we still 

come together to take decision, to 
take action. So I don’t see it as a 
disservice or minus to the labour 
movement in Nigeria.

What is your reaction to the 
concerns raised over pluralisa-
tion of labour movement in Ni-
geria and its impact on workers’ 
wellbeing?

I stated that there were four 
labour movements from the 
beginning. Today, what we have 
is three. They have not been plu-
ralized. Even these three cannot 
finish addressing the problems 
of the workers. Since the unfor-
tunate thing that happened in 

Ajaero

Joe Ajaero, president of the newly inaugurated United Labour Congress (ULC), spoke with 
select Labour correspondents on the grand plans to strengthen the labour movement, 
unionisation of staff of Arik Airlines and other sundry issues. KEHINDE AKINTOLA was 
there. Excerpts:

What I believe is that we have 
moved on and as a Christian today, I 
can go to the mosque tomorrow and 

say I am now a Muslim. 
That one is not negotiable
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to take an independent action 
makes you a strong labour cen-
tre. You saw the last fuel crisis, 
you were there when I was 
lamenting; we said we were not 
part of this, we didn’t sign this 
notice, but they moved on, they 
took their independent action. 

Now, if it paid well and they 
now get something better than 
what we got, it shows their 
strength. If they were the people 
that said they were not going to 
be part of this action, I and my 
group will take action; and if the 
action doesn’t move the people 
who are leading this country to 
talk to us, it means we are not 
equally qualified to answer a 
Labour centre or to be referred 
to as a Labour centre. So by the 
time we move one year or two 
years and we discover that we 
can’t do it alone, we may fuse 
together naturally. Nature will 
take its course.

 
This issue has been on for 

some time without resolution. 
Why do you think that this is 
the right time for you to come 
up with another centre and 
with the level of crisis leading to 
this decision, don’t you think it 
will seriously affect your ability 
to work together in the future if 
you eventually get registered?

I think we should stop being 
fixated. The solution to the crisis 
is what has happened. We have 
sat down and thought in various 
ways about it. How do we do 
this? We resolved to forget about 
it. We discovered that even the 
people we are equally operating 
with will not agree on any of 
those issues we have decided 
jointly. We discovered that on 
daily basis, it is either they are 
sending Police or EFCC to you 
to say you did this, or arranging 
some people from their own 
sector to send petition against 
you. That level of undermining 
you when you are together or 
when you want to be together 
does not help any matter. That 
will be a big disgrace to the 
movement. I have tried to ap-
ply this policy of staying away 
even after the conference. 

He can’t mobilize more than 
me to have taken over the sec-
retariat, but it appears people 
still don’t understand that we 
don’t want the collapse of the 
Labour movement. I can’t see 
the current move as a way of 
undermining the labour move-
ment. That is the only way we 
can have a solution and I stated 
it. For me, after that strike, no 
phone call either from me to 
him, or from him to me, no 
meeting, we have not even by 
accident seen one another but 
the movement must go on. The 
workers are suffering, we have 
to render services, so I don’t 
believe that it will undermine 
it and it cannot. What I believe 
is that we have moved on and 
as a Christian today, I can go to 
the mosque tomorrow and say 
I am now a Muslim. That one is 
not negotiable. People woke up 
either from the PDP and said 
they want to form APC, it is 
their freedom, and they formed 

it and moved on. But if you are 
now saying that they cannot 
belong to the other party, that if 
they go to the other party there 
is no unity of political class, that 
there is a division in the po-
litical class, it doesn’t follow. If 
I leave Catholic Church and go 
to Mountain of Fire, the highest 
the Pope will do is to see if he 
could talk to me to remain with 
the Catholic Church. The Pope 
can’t decree that I can’t go to 
Mountain of Fire or Redeemed 
to worship. That is what has 
happened now. To do that, you 
now know where the trouble is 
coming from for exercising that 
freedom without fighting with 
anybody. We are not ready to 
join issues on a whole lot of 
matters coming up, the one 
directed at Ajaero or whatever. 
We are not joining issues with 
them. We want to see whether 
we can render services in our 
own little way to the working 
class even if it involves unity 
in diversity. You will serve two 
or three organizations here, I 
serve two or three organiza-
tions there, cumulatively, it 
will be service to the Nige-
rian workers, and we would be 
rated based on our services to 
the workers, not based on the 
whole world stood still for us to 
answer the president of world 
labour movement when the 
workers are suffering.

 
Do you have the required 

numb er of  affi l iat e trade 

unions based on the extant 
Labour law and have you met 
all the necessary procedures 
for registration?

I want you to leave that. If 
we are 11 unions and we want 
to register and the law says 
12, they will not register us. 
Get this right because I know 
why I am saying this. If I know 
that it is 12 and I am going 
there with 11, you can see the 
foolishness on my part. It then 
means no one will listen to me. 
That is why I say we have to 
de-emphasize that area. But I 
am telling you, more than 12 
unions left from the NLC, and I 

am telling you that unions from 
the TUC and unions that are not 
affiliated to any for now are 
into this. This is not a faction 
of NLC; there are unions from 
TUC, there are unions that are 
not affiliated to NLC and TUC 
and there are those unions 
from the NLC that pulled out, 
which I can count up to 12 or 
more. 

They have come together 
to have a kind of mega ar-
rangement to form this cen-
tre. If somebody is saying it 
is not up to 12, you allow the 
people who are responsible 
to count and know whether 
those unions are registered 
or not; because it is the same 
organization that registered 
those unions that we are tak-
ing these names to. When they 
look at their records and they 
were not registered, they drop 
them. So, if we do this, I think 
we will be reducing tension. 
As I have explained, this is not 
a faction of NLC having a La-
bour centre. No! This is a mega 
arrangement,  unions from 
the Trade Union Congress, 
whether one or two or four or 
five; unions that were not af-
filiated before. The point I am 
making is that the unions that 
pulled out of NLC are enough 
to register. 

We didn’t go to register 
those ones that left from NLC 
as a centre so the aim will not 
be defeated as if it is a faction. 
We have to align and start 

this process. So the NLC and 
TUC alone cannot be fighting 
us when we have people who 
were not aligned with any of 
the centres before. If NLC is 
challenging that NUEE is still 
its member, they can then write 
a letter to us that we are still 
their member and so cannot 
take that step. That is the area 
we can go to. Even if we are 
two or three, let them reject 
it based on that number. Like 
other conditions you asked, we 
are trying to present them. If 
there are other conditions that 
they felt we have not met, they 
can reject it.

 
What is your ideology?
Workers ’  c entrism.  The 

workers first, which means if 
the worker is hungry, it will 
affect us. If he doesn’t have any 
salary increase, it will affect us. 
First and foremost, there is no 
other thing that is bringing us to 
this business if not the workers. 
So, that is the ideology, that is 
what will drive us and we would 
resist neo-liberalism because it 
has killed jobs in Nigeria, it has 
killed a lot of people.  When jobs 
are killed, people die. That is why 
we have to align with workers 
in the aviation sector to ground 
Arik; and after that, even after 
10 years of Arik refusing union-
ization, they signed an agree-
ment that they have admitted 
unionization and that the seven 
months salaries would be paid 
immediately.

Ajaero

I want to tell you 
today that if Igwe 
and I are with the 
NLC, Ayuba can’t 
make a statement; 

he will not function. 
I am not trying to 

boast. And now the 
lull in the labour 
movement would 

have been attributed 
to  internal wrangling
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I
n your view, what were 
the positive develop-
ments of 2016 as it per-
tains to Nigeria?

There is not much 
to cheer in 2016, ex-

cept, perhaps, that we are still 
alive to discuss it. Amnesty in 
Rivers is very important too. 
Despite the weaknesses of 
this programme, it has helped 
to reduce tension. In fact, I am 
from Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni lo-
cal council area where there 
is massive violence. Omoku 
is still very empty. We are 
internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) because many of us are 
on the run. It is not only in the 
North-East that you have IDPs, 
but my relations in Akabuka, 
Egi, Omoku, etc where people 
fled their homes.

At least right now, you can 
travel home and come back. 
We are now visiting indigenes. 
Security of life is of the most 
essence; the highest thing one 
would ask from God. So, the 
state’s Amnesty programme 
with all its faults has contrib-
uted immensely to security. 
Let the government fortify the 
scheme and make it sustain-
able. You do not pardon a man 
who lives by the gun and set 
him back to the community 
without any training or re-
habilitation to lead a normal 
life. Something could just hap-
pen. Probably someone talks 
to him in a way he was not 
being talked to when he was 
a ‘general’, he could stand up 
and say, ‘When men were men, 
would you talk to me?’ The 
government needs to have a 
long-term programme on that.

 And what would you con-
sider the negatives?

It was a very bad year, terri-
bly bad year for Nigerians. Yes, 
the Federal Government has 
challenges but the government 
has been fraught with many 
policy summersaults that have 
affected the foreign exchange 
balance. As a civil servant, I 
have had my salary cut for 
flimsy reasons. Now, the Fed-
eral Government is to increase 
taxes. So, I have a fixed salary 
which has been cut down, in-
flation has gone up to over 18 
percent, meaning I have lost 

18 percent of the value of my 
salary, and then Federal Gov-
ernment taxes me more. So, I 
am left with about 25 percent 
of my salary. This makes one 
think this is an oppressor-
government. So, insensitivity 
of the Federal Government 
on the plight of the citizenry 
is the biggest negative of the 
year 2016.

We cannot ask for salary 
increase because the Federal 
Government says it has no 
money. But they can give us 
other incentives such as farm-

ing scheme. They can give us 
land and inputs to farm. I want 
to go into farming because my 
take-home pay can no longer 
take me home.

Absence of policy thrust 
in the diversification scheme 
and the farm project is another 
highlight of 2016. There must 
be a target and objective with 
specific milestones and feed-
back mechanism. Develop-
ment does not grow on trees. 
The Federal Government is 
running voodoo economy. 
Economic policy is supposed to 

be precise; what to do, what to 
expect. The president needs to 
look for men who understand 
what to do. For now, his team 
is deficient on ideas. The policy 
summersault shows this.

What is the policy direc-
tion on agriculture? One of 
the ways to curb youth res-
tiveness in the Niger Delta is 
farming of paddy rice. Massive 
rice production is good for 
Niger Delta. Bayelsa is about 
98 percent swamps. We can 
employ 500,000 youths in rice 
farming alone. You can start 

with demonstration farms and 
supervise them. The type of 
land that supports rice farm-
ing in Thailand is same here, so 
why are we not net exporters 
of rice? Why are depending 
on oil alone? Why not convert 
the whole of Bayelsa State 
into a rice farm? We have the 
ready market with 186 million 
people, plus the West African 
sub-region. I don’t think Ni-
geria has business importing 
rice. I also think the Federal 
Government was not right to 
wake up and ban rice importa-
tion instead of graduating the 
ban. The government should 
have first encouraged home-
grown rice with a study on the 
statistics such as demand, sup-
ply gaps, etc. The policy is good 
but the timing is wrong. The 
Federal Government should 
have first created a local rice 
production system. Now, a lot 
of Nigerians depend on rice 
importation to survive. You 
have thrown them into the 
labour market. Some served 
their masters for years and 
started with their own capital. 
They imported rice and while 
it is still in the high seas, you 
banned it. These citizens have 
a right to survive just as the 
president has a right to survive. 
It is high-handedness and it 
is wrong. De-stoning is a key 
aspect of local rice production. 
I did a study on rice farming 
in Ebonyi State where they 
produce very nutritious rice 
but the challenge is technol-
ogy for processing. Nigeria can 
partner with countries with 
low-maintenance machines to 
produce good rice.  

What was the state of affair 
in the Niger Delta in 2016, and 
what is the situation now?

Speaking specifically about 
the Niger Delta, the blowing 
up of pipelines by militants 
is a big negative. I am an avid 
supporter of freedom for the 
Niger Delta people but I think 
that the pursuit of freedom 
should be couched within 
the realm of commonsense. 
Yes, the policy of government 
may have triggered the new 
militancy, such as stopping the 
Amnesty programme. It is still 
the same voodoo government. 

‘Palliative measures by the Federal Government will not resolve Niger Delta crisis’
Clinton Ifeanyichukwu Ezekwe (PhD), a native of Omoku in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area 
of Rivers State, is a senior lecturer in the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University 
of Port Harcourt. In this exclusive interview with IGNATIUS CHUKWU, Ezekwe, a firebrand, gives reasons 
why 2016 was a very bad year for Nigerians, lambasts the Muhammadu Buhari-led Federal Government 
for several policy failures that allegedly brought untold hardship on the citizens, and calls for a change of 
cabinet, dialogue with ‘real’ Niger Deltans, massive investment in farming, and a thought for legalisation 
of marijuana.

Michel Puchercos

Clinton Ifeanyichukwu Ezekwe



The Federal Government has to de-
cide what it wants to do with the Niger 
Delta. Palliatives will not work. If you 

handle the Amnesty as a developmental 
programme with checks and feedback, 
it will work. As long as it is viewed as a 

palliative measure, you cannot continue 
to deceive the Niger Delta
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‘Palliative measures by the Federal Government will not resolve Niger Delta crisis’
They should have consulted 
the stakeholders. How many 
militants are we dealing with? 
How many have been trained? 
How many are practising the 
skills? Etc.

The Rivers State govern-
ment is about making the same 
mistake the Federal Govern-
ment made. For instance, I 
know of a bus driver who is a 
militant. He went for amnesty, 
trained in aeronautical engi-
neering in foreign lands. After 
two years, he came back home 
to start driving his bus again. 
Now, he is a high-tech militant. 
It is a dangerously wasted in-
vestment; from a local militant 
to an internationally-exposed 
high-tech militant with wide 
contacts in the Middle East. 
You did not know who he was 
mixing up with: Al-Qaeda, ISIS, 
etc. Do you know what skills 
he has acquired? Do you know 
what he can fly? Now, you do 
not have any programme to ab-
sorb him into the civil society 
and use his skills. He is loose 
cannon. That could be why the 
armed forces seem incapable of 
containing them. It is because 
of the skills they have acquired 
from across the globe. 

What do you think should 
be done going forward?

The government needs to 
reassess to know what has 
been invested so far, who has 
benefited so far, what skills 
have been acquired, and what 
progress has been made in the 
chosen fields of training of the 
beneficiaries of the Amnesty 
programme. The government 
is about the people, they should 
not see themselves as separate 
from those they are leading. If 
the president sees the militants 
as being right to earn their al-
lowances just as he earns his, 
he has no right to stop their 
allowances. The rights of these 
young men were enshrined 
in the law. The president of 
Nigeria signed it, so the next 
one cannot stop it without go-
ing through due process and 
consulting those who set it up. 
Now you are calling elders to 
come to Abuja, they gave you 
some points of agenda. Nobody 
sent them there. It is a charade. 
If you want to talk with the 
Niger Delta, come down here. 
We have grown beyond that 
stage in the Niger Delta where 
a few handpicked people such 
as traditional rulers talk to you. 
These are the same people that 
did not bring change to us and 
this is why this generation is 
causing trouble. These troubles 
will not end with palliatives. 
Parley with some elders, give 
them a path on the back, and 

they come back home and 
say they have talked with the 
president. The young men are 
in the creeks. The Federal Gov-
ernment has to decide what 
it wants to do with the Niger 
Delta. Palliatives will not work. 
If you handle the Amnesty as 
a developmental programme 
with checks and feedback, 
it will work. As long as it is 
viewed as a palliative measure, 
you cannot continue to deceive 
the Niger Delta. The issue here 
is the issue of human right, 
political freedom, and respect 
for human dignity.

Now, look at what we are 
reaping, environmental disas-
ter. Very soon, many people 
will begin to die of respiratory 
disorder. There is soot in Port 
Harcourt. How did we get 
there? It is ‘kpo’ fire. That is 

illegal (artisanal) refining, send-
ing particles into the atmo-
sphere, continuing where the 
oil companies began 60 years 
ago. Now, oil companies failed 
to give us fuel, so we resorted 
to generators. We put all these 
things into nature and it mul-
tiples it and gives it back to us. 
You give nature air pollution, 
nature multiplies it and gives 
you lung cancer. So, the FG has 
to come up with developmen-
tal policy, not palliative. 

But there is the Niger Delta 
Development Commission. 
What about that?

NDDC? But we have the 
Niger Delta Development Plan. 
What happened to it? Ask 
yourself, who controls the 
NDDC? Who approves the 
operations? If you scratch a 
bit, you will see that it does 

not have power to develop the 
region. I do not want to hand 
over this type of Nigeria to my 
children. I’d rather have a ba-
nana republic than hand this to 
my children. You cannot come 
and take my property and call 
it federal asset and leave me 
with nothing but pollution. 
Some call it the resource curse 
theory, but it is simply a case of 
political ecology of oppression. 
We were not there when the 
oil was stolen from the Niger 
Delta. We were under siege 
during the civil war when the 
oil mineral law was enacted. 
Morally speaking, you are not 
under obligation to obey laws 
made for you in your absence. 
That is imposition. The opinion 
of our people was not sought 
when our oil was taken. That 
is my position, because it was 
imposed on us. In the second 
phase, in 1978, the Land Use 
Act came annexing the land to-
tally; they took the oil that was 
under the soil, and came back 
to take what is on the land. So, 
we do not have oil-producing 
communities but communities 
squatting in oil land. That is 
why they could move Finima 
town (in Bonny) to a new place 
without environmental impact 
assessment (EIA), but now, they 
are building airports there. Is it 
for whom? You can get permit 
to build it from the FG with no 
input from the local people. 
That is voodoo democracy. The 
nation has it as a responsibility 

to protect the citizens.
So, the issues we have here 

are age-long. They cannot be 
resolved by palliatives. We 
need a fundamental restruc-
turing of this entity called 
Nigeria; otherwise Nigeria 
remains an oppressive con-
traption to keep me and my 
generations enslaved and my 
human dignity degraded and 
denied. Everybody shares from 
oil booty but only me and my 
brothers in the Niger Delta 
suffer from the effect of oil 
production. There is the theory 
of the tragedy of the commons. 
Property owned by the whole 
society normally suffers be-
cause few enjoy it but others 
suffer it. But here, we have a 
somersaulted tragedy of the 
commons. Few enjoy, many 
suffer it. This needs restructur-
ing, and if anyone thinks our 
people will keep quiet forever, 
it is daydreaming. It is only a 
matter of time. We must go 
back to the drawing board. So, 
in the past one year, everything 
that has happened to the Niger 
Delta is mere palliative, apart 
from some issues like some 
measure of security in the lo-
cal scene. 

Over-concentration on oil 
as a foreign exchange earner 
has negatively affected the 
economy. What do you think 
can be done outside oil?

On a lighter note, we are look-
ing for foreign exchange but we 
have a product that can earn it. 
There is marijuana in the Warri 
zone (I do not know what it looks 
like). I interacted with some 
youths there and found out what 
they feel about it. Why do we 
play the ostrich? They grow it in 
that part of Nigeria, from what I 
heard as rumour. Some countries 
have actually lifted the ban on 
the use of marijuana (19 states 
in the United States) and make 
much money from taxes on it. 
Here we have unemployed men 
all over the Niger Delta, we have 
countries ready to import this 
from us. Why not we legalise it 
and grow it and mop up those 
boys that know how to grow it 
and get involved in ways to sell 
it so that they become legitimate 
farmers? I am sure thousands 
of youths will benefit from the 
business. After all, we hear big 
people use it, including presi-
dents, medical doctors. We could 
make plenty of millions of dollars 
every year exporting this weed. 
There would be processing and 
packaging factories. You will re-
duce the tension in the oil region, 
the boys will stop blowing up oil 
pipelines, and we will have elec-
tricity, more foreign exchange, 
and more peace in the oil region. 

Clinton Ifeanyichukwu Ezekwe
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How geopolitical zones 
utilised PMS, AGO in 2016

F
or three consecutive 
quarters in 2016, the 
gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) contracted 
year-on-year. Specifi-

cally, the GDP growth rate was 
lower by 2.24 percent by end 
of September 2016. Meanwhile, 
due to its aggregative nature, we 
might not know how the ongo-
ing recession has affected each 
geopolitical zone in the country.

For this reason, BusinessDay 
Research and Intelligence Unit 
(BRIU) decided to examine the 
utilisation of the two crucial 
products in each geopolitical 
zone. 

Why these products? With-
out them, economic and in-
dustrial activities will be at the 
primitive level where everyone 
only fends for himself. Apart 
from that, empirical studies 
have shown that industrialisa-
tion and energy consumption 
are positively correlated. That 
means that the state or geopo-
litical region that utilises more 
PMS and AGO is witnessing 
more economic and industrial 

activities. 
Nationwide PMS and AGO 

consumption
The combined expenditure 

on PMS and AGO by end Septem-
ber 2016 reached N2.43 trillion, 

which was 53 percent higher 
than N1.59 trillion spent on same 
products in the same period in 
2015. PMS accounted for 76 per-
cent of this expenditure. 

With 12.655 billion litres con-

sumed in the nine months ended 
September 2016, PMS utilisation 
rate was lower by 690 million 
litres or 5 percent when com-
pared with 13.345 billion litres 
consumed by all the 36 states 
and Abuja in the same period 
in 2015. 

A major factor that contribut-
ed to the decline in PMS utilisa-
tion was the 49 percent increase 
in the official pump price of the 
product from N97 per litre to 
N145 per litre. 

On the contrary, AGO con-
sumption was higher by 32 
percent. AGO utilisation reached 
3.10 billion litres in third quarter 
of 2016 compared with 2.35 bil-
lion litres same period in 2015. 
In other words, additional 749.15 
million litres of diesel were con-
sumed in the first nine months 
of 2016. Increased agricultural 
activities and relative return of 
peace to some sections of the 
North-Eastern Nigeria were 
among factors that contributed 
to this increase. 

Boost in agricultural activities 
most especially crop production 
plays a crucial role in AGO usage 

as this means that more diesel 
will be needed by truck own-
ers to transport the produce to 
different parts of the country. 
Crop production accounts for 91 
percent of the nation’s agricul-
tural activities. 

PMS utilisation across geopo-
litical zones

Northern region
The North Central (NC) con-

sumed 2.55 billion litres of PMS 
by the end of September 2016, 
and that was 16 percent higher 
than 2.19 billion litres the seven 
states in that region consumed 
same period in 2015. By implica-
tion, the region accounted for 20 
percent of the nation’s PMS us-
age in 2016 as against 16 percent 
same period in 2015. 

Prices ranged from as low 
as N143.3 per litre to as high as 
N150.4 per litre in 2016 com-
pared with N89.6 and N96.6 
which were the lowest and 
highest prices per litre in similar 
period in 2015. That brought the 
North-Central expenditure on 
this product to N370.40 billion 
within the period in contrast 
to N203.86 billion same period 
in 2015. 

One of the reasons why the 
NC witnessed a higher PMS 
consumption in the first nine 
months of this year compared 
with same period in 2015 was 
the relative stability in price 
around the regulated price of 
N145 per litre. Another factor 
is that the insurgency in the 
North-East has caused a lot of 
families to relocate to the re-
gion just as a lot of agricultural 
investments have gone into the 
area. For example, Olam Nigeria 
Limited recently set up a multi-
million-dollar integrated rice 
farm and mill in Nasarawa Sate 
that can produce 36,000 metric 
tonnes of milled rice per annum. 
However, the other zones in the 
northern region recorded lower 
consumption of PMS during the 
period. 

The North-East (NE) con-
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Nigerians expended N2.43 trillion on premium motor spirit 

(PMS) and automotive gas oil (AGO), popularly called petrol 

and diesel, in the first nine months of 2016. In this report, 

TELIAT SULE examines how much each geopolitical zone 

consumed and spent on the two crucial products. 
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sumed 1.05 billion litres in the 
third quarter of 2016 as against 
1.24 billion litres in same period 
in 2015, meaning that the NE 
accounted for 8 percent of the 
PMS nationwide usage this year 
as against 9 percent usage same 
period in 2015. This was lower 
than consumption in compara-
ble period in 2015 by 15 percent 

The highest price per litre was 
N151.7 whereas the lowest price 
per litre was N145 across the 
states within this region.  Com-
pared with same period in 2015, 
the least price of the product 
was N92 per litre while N124.6 
was the highest price per litre 
during that period. Consumption 
declined owing to the renewed 
insurgency in the region as this 
further aggravated resettlement 
plans of the federal and state 
governments. 

PMS consumption declined 
in the North West (NW) by 10 
percent in the third quarter of 
2016. From 1.80 billion litres in 
September 2015, utilisation slid 
to 1.62 billion litres and thereby 
accounted for 13 percent of the 
product nationwide usage in 
2016 as against 14 percent in 
2015. 

Prices ranged from as low 
as N144.5 per litre to as high as 
N151.8 per litre in 2016 com-
pared with N87 and N93.7 per 
litre across states in the region 
in September 2015. States like 
Zamfara, Kano and Katsina wit-
nessed a number of attacks such 
as those that occurred during the 
Shiite procession, cattle rustlers 
and incessant Fulani herdsmen 
attacks in Southern Kaduna. 

Southern region
In the southern region, PMS 

consumption fell in the South-
South (SS) and South East (SE) 
geopolitical zones by 23 percent 
and 16 percent, respectively. 
PMS utilisation declined to 1.798 
billion litres in the third quarter 
of 2016 compared with 2.34 
billion litres same period in 
2015. This means the region 

accounted for 14 percent of the 
product nationwide usage com-
pared with 18 percent in same 
period in 2015. This may not be 
unconnected with the militant 
activities, kidnapping and the 
resultant Federal Government 
response which disrupted eco-
nomic activities in that part of 
the country. 

PMS usage in the South East 
(SE) accounted for 9 percent of 
the nationwide usage in the third 
quarter of 2016 compared with 
10 percent nationwide usage in 
2015. This is because 1.18 billion 
litres of PMS were consumed 
in the third quarter of 2016 
in contrast to 1.4 billion litres 
in same period in 2015. Prices 
ranged from as low as N144.5 per 
litre to as low as N148.7 per litre 
across the states in the region. 
Intermittent protests by MAS-
SOB and IPOB, regular closure of 
business outfits in adherence to 
IPOB’s instructions as well FG’s 

deployment of troops to address 
the situation could have been 
responsible for this. 

The South West (SW) was 
split into two: Lagos only and 
other SW states comprising 
Ogun, Oyo, Osun, Ondo and 
Ekiti.

Lagos only
PMS consumption in Lagos 

State stood at 2.32 billion litres 
during the period. But that was 
6 percent lower than 2.48 billion 
litres consumed in similar period 
in 2015. In effect, the state ac-
counted for 18.3 percent of the 
product nationwide usage in the 
third quarter of 2016 as against 
18.6 percent nationwide usage 
same period in 2015. 

On the average, the product 
per litre was N144.3, which 
was below the regulated price 
of N145 per litre. In similar 
period in 2015, it was N89 per 
litre. The state might not have 
experienced much growth in 

PMS usage because neighbour-
ing states are creating friendlier 
environment for businesses and 
individuals.  

Other South-West
Rapid urbanisation in SW as 

seen in the number of private 
secondary schools, polytech-
nics, universities, private estate 
development is fast contribut-
ing to high rate of consumption 
of PMS in the region. The other 
SW states consumed 2.14 bil-
lion litres by September 2016, 
as against 1.889 billion litres 
(translating to an increase of 13 
percent) over the corresponding 
period in 2015.  

The SW sub-region accounted 
for 17 percent of the nationwide 
PMS usage by September 2016 
as against 14 percent in similar 
period in 2015. Per litre price was 
relatively stable at about N144.3 
per litre just as it was relatively 
stable at N89 per litre in the same 
period in 2015. 

AGO utilisation across geopo-
litical zones

Nationwide AGO usage in-
creased by 32 percent from 2.35 
billion litres in 2015 to 3.1 litres 
in 2016. However, this varied 
across the geopolitical zones. 

The North-Central recorded 
169 percent growth in AGO con-
sumption which rose to 276.02 
million litres, from 102.53 million 
litres same period in 2015. The 
region accounted for 9 percent 
of the nationwide usage of the 
product in 2016 as against 4 per-
cent same period in 2015. 

Prices fluctuated between 
N196.57 and N210 per litre 
during the reference period as 
against between N162 and N205 
per litre in same period in 2015. 
Boost in agricultural productiv-
ity was a major factor as it is a 
must-have for those in haulage 
business before they could trans-
port agric produce to different 

parts of the country. 
The North-West consumed 

102.41 million litres which rep-
resented 200 percent rise over 
34.11 million litres consumed 
in similar period in 2015. This 
means that the region accounted 
for 3 percent of the nationwide 
AGO usage by September 2016. 
A major factor responsible for 
this was increased farming ac-
tivities during this period. Rice 
farming in Kebbi State received 
nationwide applause in 2016. 

The North-East accounted 
for just 1 percent of the product 
usage in the third quarters of 
both 2015 and 2016. The region 
used 17.38 million litres in the 
third quarter of 2015 and 32.48 
million litres in the third quarter 
of 2016, representing 1 percent in 
each period. Consumption in the 
third quarter of 2016 amounted 
to 87 percent increase over usage 
in similar period in 2015. While 
insurgency has not been totally 
defeated, a number of towns 
have been rescued from the con-
trol of Boko Haram insurgents. 

AGO consumption within the 
South-South economic bloc rose 
10 percent to 617.03 million litres 
in 2016, from 558.86 million litres 
in the third quarter of 2015. That 
accounted for 20 percent na-
tionwide usage compared with 
24 percent in 2015. This was 
the least growth and the factors 
already indentified above played 
a major role in this. 

The South East geopolitical 
zone witnessed 52 percent in-
crease over its consumption in 
2015, translating to 142.26 mil-
lion and 93.66 million litres in 
the third quarter of 2016 and in 
the third quarter of 2015, respec-
tively. Regional relevance mea-
sured by the SE consumption 
of AGO relative to nationwide 
usage rose to 5 percent in 2016 as 
against 4 percent in same period 
in 2015. 

Lagos alone utilised 1.088 
billion litres of AGO during the 
period under review, which was 
marginally above 1.087 billion 
litres used same period in 2015. 
The nation’s primate city ac-
counted for 35.08 percent of the 
nationwide usage of the product 
in 2016 as against 46.2 percent 
of the nationwide usage in 2015. 
This is where most of industries 
are located. The stagnant AGO 
consumption should be taken 
as a measure of the impact of 
recession on the manufacturing 
sector in Nigeria. 

The other South West states 
consumed 844.20 million litres 
in 2016 as against 459.41 million 
same period in 2015. The AGO 
utilised within this sub-region 
accounted for 27 percent of the 
nationwide usage, in contrast to 
20 percent usage in 2015. Their 
expenditure was N160.03 billion 
compared with N65.43 billion by 
September 2015.

Sources: National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS), BRIU
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Food marketing Imperatives

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

A
ccording to Philip 
Kotler,  virtually 
every human activity 
is aimed at satisfying 
needs and wants 

through an exchange process. 
The marketing guru is also of the 
opinion that a product is anything 
that can be offered to the market 
for attention, acquisition or 
consumption. It includes physical 
objects, services, personalities, 
places, organizations and even 
ideas. On his part, Christopher 
Mc Donald, in 1980 described 
marketing as the way by which 
any an organization or individual 
matches its own capabilities to 
the wants of its customers. And 
the British Chartered Institute 
of Marketing says it is the 
responsibility of the management 

of the organization producing 
or manufacturing the products 
to put in place mechanisms for 
identifying, anticipating and 
satisfying customers’ requirements 
in a profitable manner.

Specifically, foods  are physical 
products that could be presented in 
the raw or processed form( cooked, 
fried, dehydrated, steamed, 
marinated, mashed with some 
additives).The additives could be 
with the aim to elongate the shelf 
life, make them sweeter with 
sugary substances, colouring  and 
flavouring agents,  or added with 
spices to satisfy the consumers’ 
organoleptic needs. The foods that 
are taken to the market place must 
conform with accepted standards 
of wholesomeness, high quality 
nutrition and free from pathogenic 
or disease-causing germs. Much as 
the consumer wants to be satisfied 
he also wants assurance that the 
food he is taking into his digestive 
system would not be hazardous in 
any way to his well being

The foods are usually sold 
at street corners, restaurants, 
in open places during parties 
and all homes. For processed 
food products the marketing 
mix elements must be put into 
consideration. These included 
the product, the positioning, 
packaging, pricing, promotion  and 
precepts(six Ps).For instance, if we 
consider Peak milk, the premium 
brand from Friesland WAMCO 
Campina, which has been in 
Nigeria’s market for more than 
60 years many of the consumers 

still view it as the numero uno 
milk brand because it has over 
these decades been appreciated  
as nutritious, promoting health  
and safety  for consumption. The 
company has had to constantly 
study the market, in the face of 
stiff competition.

Such marketing research has 
seen it renovate its product line 
to appeal to a wide spectrum of 
the consumers. Therefore, we 
have had Peak 123 for children 
in that age category, Peak 
Gold for those 50 and above 
and Peak Choco, mixed with 
chocolate to boost mental acuity 
while also appealing to all age 
categories. Even in recent years 
the same international brand has 
undergone other innovations 
with the addition of more vital 
vitamins and essential minerals 
to be seen as boosting beauty and 
enhancing brain power. The egg 
heads at the company therefore, 
know the maxim that to stay 
afloat you either innovate or 
evaporate. 

On a different platform not a few 
industry watchers have wondered 
how Nigerian Breweries, NB Plc 
has been able to come up with 
different lager beer brands and 
yet succeed with most of them. 
The secret lies with positioning, 
precepts and promotions. In that 
wise while Gulder Ultimate beer 
is promoted as one for strong-
willed consumers, Star lager and 
Heineken are perceived as for the 
choosy elite who understand what 
class is all about.

T h e  a b o v e - s t at e d  t w o 
examples show that a lot has 
gone into customer servicing in 
a competitive market such as 
Nigeria presents. To succeed here 
the marketers have to be more 
aggressive and more competitive. 
Since consumers have a wide 
variety of equally high quality 
products to choose  from there 
has to be something unique, 
something useful to the consumer 
to be made available. 

Similarly, in the malt-drink 
sector of food business we have 
had competitions as the different 
brands are promoted as either 
giving stronger bones or more 
vitality. It is not all about market 
gimmicks. Good enough, there 
is NAFDAC there to ascertain 
their claims through thorough 
analytical laboratory tests ever 
before they hit the market.

It is tougher for new products 
coming into the market when they 
have to be pitched against existing 
ones. They must be promoted 
in the minds of the consumers 
as friendly through one or too 
innovations. Promasidor, formerly 
then known as Wonder Foods did 
it with Cowbell Milk over  a decade 
ago. The best way they could 
warm their way into the heart of 
Nigerians was in packaging and  
pricing. For the first time in the 
market they introduced the selling 
of powder milk in sachet form. 
And they went further to make it 
as cheap as five naira! Therefore, 
when they called Cowbell Milk 
as Our Milk thousands and 

thousands of consumers literally 
fell in love with it. In addition, their 
posters were all over the palce, on 
the walls of most buildings facing 
the expressways roads even in 
villages. They had simply used 
Sam Walton’s method of getting 
products across to consumers in 
an affordable manner. Before long, 
the method had caught on like 
wild fire and now even detergents 
and several confectioneries are 
sold in small sachets.

In consumer servicing, the 
policy makers should be guided 
by the facts that in marketing 
dynamics consumers are fickle 
and do flirt from one brand to 
another. They must therefore, put 
in place mechanisms that ease the 
winning of new customers and 
retaining them. This is because 
in a deregulated and competitive 
market there should be actively 
courting of customers to remain 
in the market. Consumer needs 
are rapidly changing. The service 
must be provided from the study 
of customers’ real needs rather 
than perceptions. Frequency, 
time and reliability of delivery 
of products must not be toyed 
with. For stock availability and 
continuity of supply, accuracy 
of invoices and quality of sales 
presentation there should be 
close co-ordination between 
p ro d u c t i o n ,  d i s t r i b ut i o n , 
marketing and sales departments. 

W
e can’t express suf-
ficient gratitude to 
you our teaming 
readers who have 

religiously stuck with us since our 
debut edition about two years ago 
on this global template. Same way; 
we are indebted to the Manage-
ment & Staff of Businessday Media 
for availing us this global media to 
express ouf thoughts and opinions 
in our chosen field uninterrupted. 
We cant but wish you all a very re-
warding 2017. As the French man 
would say; Grand Mercie!

In view of this mutual relation-
ship, we have decided to share 

this food for thought with you. A 
friend from far away land shared 
it with us online and It stimulated 
us immensely and we believe you 
would also find it rewarding as you 
lunch into 2917:

In 1892 at Stanford University, 
an 18-year-old student was strug-
gling to pay his fees. He was an 
orphan, and not knowing where to 
turn for money, he came up with a 
bright idea. He and a friend decided 
to host a musical concert on campus 
to raise money for their education.

They reached out to the great 
pianist Ignacy J. Paderewski. His 
manager demanded a guaranteed 
fee of $2000 for the piano recital. 
A deal was struck and the boys 
began to work to make the concert 
a success.

The big day arrived. But unfor-
tunately, they had not managed 
to sell enough tickets. The total 
collection was only $1600. Disap-
pointed, they went to Paderewski 
and explained their plight. They 
gave him the entire $1600, plus a 
cheque for the balance $400. They 
promised to honour the cheque at 

the soonest possible.
“No,” said Paderewski. “This 

is not acceptable.” He tore up the 
cheque, returned the $1600 and 
told the two boys: “Here’s the $1600. 
Please deduct whatever expenses 
you have incurred. Keep the money 
you need for your fees. And just 
give me whatever is left”. The boys 
were surprised, and thanked him 
profusely.

It was a small act of kindness. 
But it clearly marked out Paderews-
ki as a great human being.

Why should he help two people 
he did not even know? We all come 
across situations like these in our 
lives.

And most of us only think “If 
I help them, what would happen 
to me?”

The truly great people think, “If 
I don’t help them, what will happen 
to them?” They don’t do it expect-
ing something in return. They do 
it because they feel it’s the right 
thing to do.

Paderewski later went on to 
become the Prime Minister of 
Poland. He was a great leader, but 

unfortunately when the World 
War began, Poland was ravaged. 
There were more than 1.5 million 
people starving in his country, and 
no money to feed them. Paderewski 
did not know where to turn for 
help. He reached out to the US Food 
and Relief Administration for help.

He heard there was a man called 
Herbert Hoover — who later went 
on to become the US President. 
Hoover agreed to help and quickly 
shipped tons of food grains to feed 
the starving Polish people.

A calamity was averted. Pa-
derewski was relieved. 

He decided to go across to meet 
Hoover and personally thank 
him. When Paderewski began to 
thank Hoover for his noble gesture, 
Hoover quickly interjected and 
said, “You shouldn’t be thanking me 
Mr. Prime Minister. You may not re-
member this, but several years ago, 
you helped two young students go 
through college. I was one of them.”

The world is a wonderful place. 
What goes around comes around.

Please help others to the best 
of your ability. In the long run you 

may be helping yourself. God never 
forgets anyone who sows a good 
seed in other people, never.  

Nothing in nature lives for itself.
Rivers don’t drink their own 

water.
Trees don’t eat their own fruit.
Sun doesn’t give heat for itself.
Flowers don’t spread fragrance 

for themselves.
Living for others is the rule of 

nature. And therein lies the secret 
of living. 

Show some kindness to someone 
who truly does not deserve it in this 
2017 and see what you will receive 
in return. 

Welcome to a rewarding 2017 
to you all!!

... Inspired by online post.
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L
ast week, we be-
gan to discuss the 
magic of thinking 
big and setting big 

goals. This week, we shall 
continue to tell you why 
thinking big is good for you. 
Come along with me.

Thinking big challenges 
you to go beyond your 
comfort zone: “Being first 
is more important to me. 
I have so much money. 
Whatever money is, it’s just 
a method of keeping score 
now. I mean, I certainly 
don’t need more money.” – 
Larry Ellison

 When I set the goal 
to become a billionaire in 
my life time; I knew I was 
going way out of my real-
ity. I felt uncomfortable 
because that goal seems 
like impossibility but I set 
it anyway and today, I am 
on the journey towards 
achieving such goal. That’s 
why I love thinking big and 
setting big goals; it pushes 
me beyond my own realm 
of possibilities.

 Now let me ask this 
question: have you ever 
been to heaven before? 
What real life proof do you 
have that heaven exists? Is 
heaven not beyond human 
reality and understanding? 
Yet, billions of people hope 
and pray to enter heaven; 
a place they are not sure 
even exists.

For me, wanting to go to 
heaven is a big goal which 
is absolutely okay but what 

baffles me is that while 
people are comfortable 
pursuing the goal to make 
heaven, they feel awful 
setting a big goal to be ac-
complished here on earth. 
Don’t be in this group; learn 
to think big for yourself.

 Thinking big stirs your 
passion and enthusiasm: 
How do you feel when you 
set a big goal? If you feel 
awful that you are gunning 
for something big, then you 
need to have your head 
re-examined. But if you 
feel excited and motivated, 
then you are on track. A big 
goal is meant to fire up your 
enthusiasm regardless of 
how challenging it is.

 Thinking big unleash-
es your creative instinct: 
Thinking big unleashes 
your creative instinct 
and helps you uncover 
ideas that will help you 
achieve your goal. When 
the Wright brothers toyed 
with the idea that humans 
could fly; their minds came 
up with the possibility of 
such idea becoming a real-
ity.

 When I set the goal to 
become a billionaire; I ini-
tially doubted the possibil-
ity. But as my mind began 
to absorb the goal; I began 
to see the possibility of 
achieving the goal and my 
mind came up with a lot of 
creative ideas that will help 
bring that goal to reality.

 Thinking big challenges 
you to expand your means; 

Why you must think big
rather than live below your 
means: Have you heard the 
statement: “live below your 
means? Well, there’s noth-
ing wrong with such state-
ment but I believe that per-
ception is for small thinkers 
and average achievers. Big 
thinkers don’t live below 
their means; they expand 
their means to suit the life-
style they desire. Big think-
ers are not contented with 
average results; they aim 
for excellence. So would 
you rather be a big think-
er or you prefer to live in 
mediocrity? The choice is 
yours.

 Thinking big gives you a 
purpose to live and die for: 
Thinking big and setting big 
goals give you a purpose to 
live and die for. It gives you 
something worth pursuing. 
When John F. Kennedy set 
the goal to put a man on the 
moon; it became a purpose 
he live for and today, he’s 
remembered for that goal.

 When the Wright 
brothers conceived the 
idea that humans could fly; 
it became their life’s pur-
pose. When Christopher 
Columbus set the goal to 
sail round the world de-
spite the risk based on the 
assumption that the earth 
is flat; it became his life 
purpose. Every man has a 
purpose on earth; but you 
can only discover yours if 
you think big.

 Thinking big eliminate 
impossibilities: Lastly, the 
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ExcEllEnt 
lifET

he story of cre-
ation of the uni-
verse and man-
kind in the book 

of Genesis chapters 1 and 
2 of the Holy Bible shows 
that the earth was in a 
state of abundance when 
mankind was given the 
authority to occupy and 
rule over it.  However, 
poverty has become a 
dreadful issue to be grap-
pled with in our contem-
porary world. Developing 
countries like ours have 
earmarked different proj-
ects aimed at alleviating 
or eradicating the im-
pact of poverty, but the 
more we fight poverty, 
the greater it ravages us. 

In dealing with poverty, 

we should understand that 
poverty is more of a spiri-
tual than a socioeconomic 
issue. We have dissipated 
a lot of energy in fight-
ing poverty without any 
significant result because 
we have adopted a lop-
sided approach to it. Until 
we consider the spiritual 
dimensions of poverty, 
we will continue in this 
vicious cycle without any 
significant result. From 
the Holy Bible, we shall at-
tempt to trace and discuss 
in a nutshell, two of the 
root and remote causes of 
poverty that is ravaging 
the world today, especially 
Nigeria.

•	 Sin
Poverty most times 

comes as an expression 
of God’s anger upon a 
people for their sinful-
ness against Him. Adam 
and Eve willfully sinned 
against God, and their 
actions exposed them to 
poverty. God said to them, 
‘…cursed is the ground for 
your sake; in toil you shall 
eat of it all the days of 
your life. Both thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth 
for you, and you shalt eat 
the herb of the herb. In 
the sweat of your face you 
shall eat bread, till you 
return to the ground…’ 
(Genesis3:17-18 NKJV). 
This caused a deviation 
from their expected re-
sults because the power 
of the ground to produce 
maximally has been dis-
torted. This was the ad-
vent of poverty which 
eventually trickled down 
to the rest of humanity.

•	 The	 guilt	 of	 in-
nocent	blood

Another major cause 
of poverty in the world is 
blood-letting. The deluge 
of the cry of the blood of 
innocent people whose 
lives were hacked down 
at their prime resonates 

daily in the ears of God. 
In response to the cry for 
justice of these aggrieved 
souls, God visits the world, 
individuals, and families 
with poverty as a pun-
ishment for wickedness 
against their fellow hu-
man beings. Shedding in-
nocent blood for whatever 
reasons has a debilitating 
effect on the prosperity 
of an individual, family 
or a nation. Genesis 4:3-9 
gives us an account of how 
Cain murdered Abel, his 
brother in cold blood. The 
punishment God meted 
out to Cain as a result of 
this unprecedented wick-
edness shows that God ab-
hors shedding of innocent 
blood. He said to Cain, ‘…
The voice of your broth-
er’s blood cries out to me 
from the ground. So now 
you are cursed from the 
earth, which has opened 
its mouth to receive your 
brother’s blood from your 
hand. When you till the 
ground, it shall no longer 
yield its strength to you…’ 
(Genesis4:10-12). 

Nigeria is resting on the 
precipice of blood guilti-
ness shed from various 
religious killings, inter-
tribal wars, slave trade, 
political assassinations, 
terrorism, and ritual kill-
ings etc., whose reverbera-
tions unleashes poverty 
upon the nation. The truth 
is that blood-letting defiles 
the land. Once the hands 
of an individual, family, 
or a nation are stained 
with the blood of innocent 
people, it brings the curse 
of poverty into operation. 
The only solution is for our 
leaders in their different 
spheres of dominance to 
repent of this evil and join 
their hands together to 
stop this wanton destruc-
tion of lives over the coun-
try, in order to salvage the 
nation from recession.

The spiritual 
angle of poverty
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true magic of thinking big 
is in the breaking of im-
possibilities. Thinking big 
makes the impossible pos-
sible. That’s why Adidas 
said “impossible is noth-
ing.” This statement is only 
true if you think big and 
go for it.

To many, the goal to be-
come a billionaire is out of 
their reality and an impos-
sible mission. But to me, it’s 
achievable because I have 
a perception that accepts 
big challenges. So when 
next you think about set-
ting a goal or executing a 
project, think big and your 
thoughts will be brought 
into existence. For train-
ing and personal advisory 
services, get in touch, send 
call or send an SMS. See 
you next week. Cheers.

 

God’s GPS

T
he most impor-
tant project that 
anyone can em-
bark upon at the 
beginning of the 

year, is the project of seek-
ing the face of God for di-
rection and guidance. It is 
truly marveling that anyone 
would dare to go through life 
alone after considering its 
complexity and attendant 
challenges. Human wisdom 
and knowledge alone do not 
have the capacity to carry 
us through life. The original 
design of God for man is 
EASE which is consequent 
upon our dependence on 
Him. PROBLEMS and CHAL-
LENGES are inevitable in 

life and God the Almighty is 
aware of this. That is why it 
is always a surprise to Him 
that we commit to be suicidal 
by being worried, anxious 
and stressed which results 
in high blood pressure and 
other illnesses. He created 
life, created us and estab-
lished His GPS inside each 
and every one of us for the 
sole purpose of guidance and 
direction. But the sad news is 
that, upon all of these delib-
erate acts of God to make life 
beautiful for us, we willingly 
forsake His provision. 

Going by popular uproar 
of “CHANGE” most people 
must have had a very chal-
lenging 2016. Irrespective of 
the direction of the wind of 
“CHANGE”, we didn’t have to 
be affected by it, if we were 
following God’s specific in-
struction for our lives. Infact 
the wind of change would 
have served or worked in 
our favour by accelerating 
our progress if we were in the 
right path. Wisdom demands 
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that we sit in the presence 
of God for direction and 
guidance. Many have never 
understood the role that the 
Spirit of the living God plays 
in us. Jesus Christ expressly 
said that it was expedient for 
Him to go back to the Father 
for the sole purpose of the 
Spirit of truth (Holy Spirit) 
to make His abode in, us to 
serve as our GPS. The word 
of God makes it clear that 
the mission of the Holy Spirit 
is - to be our life teacher, to 
help us solve life’s riddles 
and challenges if we ask 
Him, and to open our eyes to 
see many-sided blessing that 
God our father positioned 
for us. These are His sole 
mission, and He added that 
the Spirit of God will be our 
bodyguards all the days of 
our lives as long as we are 
here on earth. What a lov-
ing father we have as God. 
The truth is that He is more 
interested in our success in 
life than we are, so why the 
much ado about nothing?

Brethren, this is our best 
time in life to maximize the 
opportunities that are pack-
aged in 2017. We leverage on 
GRACE not on our strength 
(scripture says by strength 
shall no man prevail. It also 
says that vain is the help of 
man). So for our effort and 
energy to count this year 
for maximum productivity, 
we must reconnect back to 
the GPS of God through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit. 
Our attitude and activities 
this year must be geared 
towards the studying of the 
WORD of God, Prayer and 
fasting. Please let no man de-
ceive you that you don’t need 
this approach. Having great 
turnover in business or get-
ting promotion alone cannot 
replace God’s definition for 
success which is LOVE, JOY, 
PEACE AND REST in Him.

As you reconnect back 
to the GPS of God, I see you 
succeed beyond your wildest 
imagination.

Remain blessed.

SpIrITonomIcS
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

T
o some Nigerians, 
the present sports 
ministry overseen 
by Solomon Dalung 
has displayed naive-

ty in certain areas of its assign-
ment. Since Dalung’s appoint-
ment in November 11, 2015, 
some of his ministry’s actions 
have received public condem-
nation.

 The recent was the delayed 
payment of Super Falcons 
who conquered Africa again 
to bring home the coveted Af-
rican Women Cup of Nations, 
AWCON cup.

After playing qualification 
games in the group stages, 
quarter final, semi-final and 
overcoming the hurdles from 
Cameroun in the finals to 
win the trophy at the African 
Women’s Cup of Nations held 
in Cameroun in November 
2016, it was surprising that 
sports authorities delayed 
their cumulative payments of 
$24,000 each.

The victory that could have 
been celebrated resulted to na-
tional embarrassment as the 
players refused to vacate their 
hotel rooms and equally pro-
tested at National Assembly. 
Though, the minister claimed 
that there was no money to 
pay them, but the same minis-
ter was said to have attended 
the final match in Cameroun 
in a chartered flight.

It would be recalled that the 
Nigeria’s U-20 women team, 
the Falconets got the same or 
even worst treatment. When 
the team arrived to Nigeria, 
after representing the nation 
at FIFA U-20 Women’s World 
Cup in Papua New Guinea in 
December 2015, they were left 
stranded.

The players of the country’s 
team to the FIFA U20 women’s 
World Cup were, according to 
reports paid N30,000 each on 
their return to the country as 
against $2,000 promised each 
player for winning bonuses 
over Canada and Spain. Fal-
conets, who finished fourth 
at the World Cup, were left to 
cater for themselves on their 
arrival at the Murtala Interna-
tional Airports Lagos.

This is not all; Nigeria’s 
showing at Olympics 2016 held 
in Brazil was equally disgrace-
ful. “While the contingent of 
every country matched in the 
opening ceremony with outfits 
celebrating their culture hold-
ing multiple flags, Nigeria’s 
Olympic contingent matched 
in a sports jumper (track suit), 

and there was only one flag”, 
according to a report.

It was also embarrassing to 
see the Nigeria’s football team 
to the Olympics being strand-
ed in Atlanta, USA and risked 
missing their opening game 
against Japan but for Delta 
Airline’s last-minute decision 
to airlift the team to Brazil 
which saved the situation. This 
was another embarrassing mo-
ment for Nigeria.

And as the country’s U-23 
football team was on a tour 
of the United States, seeking 
to replicate the success of the 
1996 gold-medal-winning 
team, Dalung left many peo-
ple wondering when he was 
quoted as saying that he was 
unaware of the team’s tour 
of the States. In his words, 
“The issue of our U-23 Na-
tional team suffering in the 
United States of America 
is news to me. In fact I am 
hearing it from you (the me-
dia) for the first time.”

Apart from the poor outfit 
worn by our contingent during 
the athletes’ parade at during 
the Olympics and the stranded 
players in Atlanta, the team’s 
performance was also embar-
rassing. “Nigeria went to Rio, 
Brazil and, as the world looked 
on, gave a thoroughly embar-
rassing account of itself” a pop-
ular public commentator, Okey 
Ndibe said after the Rio Olym-
pics. He said his swipe was not 
targeted at the athletes who 
tried their best but to those 
who run our sports.

“Those who run Nigeria 

are notorious for failing at ba-
sic tasks… The Olympics are 
held every four years; there 
is no surprise there. Nigeria’s 
sports officials had four years 
to ensure that their country’s 
athletes and sports ambas-
sadors received sound train-
ing and the best equipment. 
They had four years to book 
flights for these athletes and 
to make arrangements for 
their hotels or other accom-
modation”.

But the whole situation was 
embarrassing that a “Japanese 
plastic surgeon was so dis-
mayed by the Nigerian play-
ers’ woes” that he wrote them 
a $200,000 cheque for being 
touched by the players plight.

At the Olympics, USA had 
over 118 medals including 
several gold medals; China got 
over 70 medals with over 26 
gold medals while Great Brit-
ain got over 66 medals with 27 
gold medals. Russia and Ger-
many got about 18 gold med-
als and 17 gold medals respec-
tively with several silver and 
bronze medals.

 Nigeria went home with 
only one bronze medal,  Kenya 
with about 45 million popula-
tion with less resources com-
pared to Nigeria, got six gold 
and several silver medals; Ja-
maica got six gold, while  Cote 
D’Ivoire, Ethiopia, South Africa 
clinched  gold medals and oth-
er medals respectively.

 For Nigeria, several factors 
account for such low medals 
at tournaments such as Olym-
pics but principal among them 

Helping Dalung achieve state 
branding through sports
Daniel Obi

is lack of effective planning, 
lack of push on the citizens to 
exhibit their talents and poor 
preparation by a country with 
a population of about 170 mil-
lion and abundant resources.

 Worried by Nigeria’s poor 
performance at the Rio Olym-
pics, the CEO of  NeoMedia , an 
integrated marketing commu-
nication agency, Ehi Braimah  
expressed concern then that  
effective planning in Nigeria 
is almost nonexistent. “The 
whole preparation for the 2016 
Olympics was shabby like oth-
er tournaments. There were 
stories of delay payments, 
stranded players at Atlanta 
and lack of motivation for the 
team. It is unfortunate that 
most players were wearing na-
tional colours for themselves 
and not for the nation”

 Braimah further said that 
this lack of preparation and 
effective management have 
affected other spheres of na-
tional live including education, 
health, electricity and other in-
frastructure all with epileptic 
performance.

 Sports as branding pillar
Previous efforts to create a 

brand for Nigeria have failed 
because some of them were 
anchored on campaigns and 
slogans without tangible pil-
lars. For re-branding of Nigeria 
to succeed, Nigeria needs to 
identify those pillars that bind 
and make it strong as a nation. 
Sports is one of them.

 “Branding cannot be con-
jured or invented by mere lo-

gos and sloganeering. A brand 
is built through an internal 
processing of its brand’s DNA 
based on empirical research. 
As a country, we need per-
sonal, corporate and institu-
tional reformation to achieve 
a transformational reposi-
tioning of our national brand 
identity. The internal process 
is what automatically reflects 
in the external processes”, says 
Charles O’Tudor is the Prin-
cipal Consultant, ADSTRAT 
BMC Limited in a report.

 To some analysts, sports 
have become a rallying point 
for Nigeria and a strong pillar 
which Nigeria could be identi-
fied with. Actually, sports have 
placed Nigeria foremost on in-
ternational maps. As a country, 
therefore we need to encour-
age and promote this instead of 
toying with it.

 Helping Dalung
Prior to his appointment as 

sports minister, it is said that 
52 year old Dalung who is a 
lawyer did not have any expe-
rience in sports or sports man-
agement. Some of his state-
ments are pointer to this. But 
those around him could assist 
to make him to understand the 
place of sports in nation build-
ing and branding.

 In Nigeria, sports can play 
an important role in promot-
ing nation building, peace and 
social cohesion which could 
translate and achieve internal 
nation branding.  In fact, sports 
foster a sense of common na-
tional identity.

 Take for instance, Nigerians 
embrace themselves and forget 
their sorrows inflicted by bad 
governance when its national 
team is taking part and win-
ning in global sporting compe-
tition. Don’t be surprised that 
PDP, APC can eat together and 
shake hands under this scenar-
io. An analyst said that “sport 
increasingly crosses cultural 
and political boundaries in a 
way that few other activities 
can”.

 With right management, 
sports could also attract the 
right investment from the 
private sector.  But the nation 
could lose it if it continues the 
way sports are managed in the 
last few years. Critics there-
fore don’t need to cast asper-
sions on the minister but help 
him to understand the criti-
cal place of sports in national 
development, peace, cohesion 
and branding. Today, most Ni-
gerians are happy over Super 
Eagles performance. Let such 
happiness continues.

Solomon Dalung 
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Against the backdrop of the ‘Day of National Mourning’ declared by the national leadership of 
the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) in memory of those who have died in the Southern 
Kaduna killings, Elder Israel S. Akinadewo (Omoeri), secretary of CAN, Lagos State chapter and 
the spiritual head, Motailatu Church Cherubim and Seraphim Worldwide, spoke with SEYI JOHN 
SALAU on the activities lined up for the day in Lagos, among other matters. Excerpts:

‘We must all come together to build Nigeria, 
irrespective of our religious affiliations’

The leadership of CAN declared 
today, January 8, as a day of national 
mourning. Could you give details of 
this?

I 
think it’s not something that is 
difficult for anybody to know. 
So many people have been 
killed, most especially in Ka-
duna, which even the media 

have reported for some time now. 
Even in spite of the 24 hours curfew, 
some people are still killing others 
with impunity. Yes, I agree that it’s 
not only Christians they have killed 
but we all know that in the country 
today, Christians have borne much of 
the brunt of these incessant killings. 
That’s why we now said let everybody 
mourn today. The mourning itself is 
not the way the public would possibly 
have looked at it in terms of that defi-
nition of mourning. To me, the mourn-
ing is a kind of act to remember those 
that sacrificed their lives because 
most of them died because they were 
Christians. So, while we are celebrat-
ing New Year, we must also remember 
those of us that have become martyrs 
for just carrying the name of Christ. 

And I don’t want people to see 
it from the point of religious crisis, 
both Christians and Muslims should 
come together as far as this is con-
cerned. We are all Nigerians. CAN is 
not divided at all, and I am talking on 
behalf of Lagos State. If you come to 
Lagos level, you will realize that be-
cause the way it’s being publicized is 
different. From our own perspective 
as long as Lagos State is concerned, 
Muslim leaders and Christian leaders 
are working together. So, the mourn-
ing is not only for Christians alone but 
for everybody, to say that somebody 
created by God was murdered, be it a 
Muslim or a Christian. I will not want 
to put religious coloration to it. For in-
stance, when people wear what they 
wear, white garment churches wear 
their white garment, it’s not neces-
sary we put on mourning clothes be-
fore we know that we are mourning 
our brothers – it’s about the mind. 
Somebody can put on black vest-
ment and his mind is evil, it will not 
help those who have died. My prayer 
is that God will not let us be wearing 
mourning clothes all over. Even the 
bible says whatsoever happens in life, 
we must give thanks to God. So what 
we need to do in our own normal way 
is to have this in mind and pray for 
the souls of the departed in our vari-
ous churches, and even pray for the 
people killing them, that God should 
change their life.

 Apart from this declaration, what 
else is the church doing to help the 
people of Southern Kaduna at this 
point in time?

It is difficult for me to comment on 
that because I am in Lagos. CAN has a 
structure. It’s only CAN leadership in 

Kaduna and national CAN that can say 
appropriately what they intend to do. 
As far as I am concerned, we are only 
restricted to Lagos State, so I can’t say 
what they will do. In our own way, we 
have a way of assisting our brothers, 
but I would rather prefer that it comes 
from the Kaduna leadership as well as 
the national CAN.

 Talking of Lagos State, any special 
activity for today?

Incidentally, January 8 is a Thanks-
giving Day for Lagos State govern-
ment. CAN Lagos State, as well as all 
Christians and Muslims, will assemble 
at Alausa. That is why I am saying that 
our own way of mourning is to give 
thanks to God. The idea is that whatev-
er happens to anybody in this world, 
the best thing is to thank God for the 
people that are still alive and ask Him 
to grant eternal rest to those who have 
gone. After our church services, Chris-
tians will assemble at Alausa to rejoice 
with the government, to thank God 
for the preservation of life. That alone 
is enough to say how Lagos State will 

celebrate its own.
 Many say the year 2016 was tough 

by all standards. As a spiritual leader, 
how would you assess the year?

I will call it a year of challenges – 
and challenges are necessary before 
you can get to where you are going. 
Even in our youthful days, our parents 
forced us to go to school and some of 
us cried. Going to school at that tender 
age was like a hindrance to many, not 
knowing that they had to pass through 
some challenges. Some children had to 
be given biscuits to go to school. It was 
only after they had grown up, gone to 
university and come back, that they 
realised that they had to pass through 
those challenges before they could 
become successful in life. Likewise, 
there is no successful nation that has 
not passed through situations – be it 
America or Israel. So, whatever has 
happened to Nigeria in 2016, includ-
ing the so-called recession, to me is 
necessary for us to know that there is 
somebody called God, for us to be able 
to know what we must pass through 

for us to be successful in 2017. That 
is why Psalm 121 is very explicit here 
for us as Christians. People are blam-
ing government. For me, I don’t blame 
any government, I just see it that God 
made it happen for us to know that 
there is somebody called God, for us 
to know that at the end of the tunnel 
there will be light.

 What are your expectations for 
this year?

The expectation is very simple, that 
he who stands with God will become 
an achiever. My advice to political 
leadership is to stop politicizing ev-
erything. Whosoever is in govern-
ment today we must all appreciate 
and pray for them; this issue of ‘This is 
my party, so anything the other man 
does is not right’ is not good for this 
country. We must all come together 
to build the country. The recession we 
talk about, is it affecting only one sec-
tion of the country? It’s everybody. So 
when we come together, the country 
will be better irrespective of the party 
we belong to. Thank God we religious 
leaders don’t belong to any political 
party, so our responsibility is to pray. 
My expectation is that things will get 
better this year by the special grace of 
God and whatsoever comes out, even 
if we have a bit of toughness at the 
early stage of the year, we should still 
see that as a challenge but at the end of 
the tunnel there will be light.

 Christians generally seem to take 
the backseat when it comes to politics 
and governance. How is CAN moti-
vating Christians to play active role 
in governance against the current 
passive outlook?

I think we have to get a clearer de-
scription here. There is a difference 
between Christians and those that are 
clerics. The clerics are not to be parti-
san but the laity who are Christians, in 
fact, we have started motivating and 
encouraging them. That was why I 
said we don’t have to look far. Last time 
in Lagos State all Christians rose up 
and said we need to have a Christian 
governor in Lagos State and that was 
what brought Ambode; if not, Ambode 
would not have been in the reckoning. 
If we are to be truthful with ourselves, 
Governor Ambode has done abso-
lutely well within this just one year 
plus. Whether you like it or not, I can 
tell you as a Christian leader that the 
man has performed very well. I am not 
praise-singing anybody, it’s very clear. 
If you come to Ajah now, the road net-
work that the governor is putting up 
there is very amazing and we are all 
praying for him. We have started en-
couraging Christians to come out, even 
at the grassroots, but we are also being 
very careful minding that the Muslims 
are also there. Even though we en-
courage Christians, we still want the 
best of the best to be our leaders from 
the local level to national level.

Elder Israel S. Akinadewo
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Stars shine at OLF

T
he One Lagos Fiesta, which kicked 
off on Christmas eve, December 24, 
2016, came to an end on January 1st 
2017 in an unrivalled celebration of 
music, arts, culture and the people of 

Lagos State.
The finale which held simultaneously in 

5 locations across the state, saw the Executive 
Governor of Lagos State, make a final stop at the 
VI location for the New Year’s Eve Countdown 
into the New Year after having earlier visited 
the other centres in Ikorodu, Agege, Epe, and 
Badagry.

The countdown to the New Year event at-
tended by hundreds of thousands across the state 
and viewed by millions around the world live on 
TV and online featured fireworks displays, and 
performances from the Legendary King Sunny 
Ade, and A-list pop stars like Olamide, Lil Kesh, 
Adekunle Gold, Tiwa Savage, Dr. Sid, Reekado 
Banks, Patoranking, Falz, MI, Ice Prince, Sound 
Sultan, Mr. May D, and several others.

At the Ikorodu venue, Fuji legend, Obesere 
closed the show, while Dare Melody thrilled 
the Agege crowd into the New Year, alongside 
Adewale Ayuba, Small Doctor, Orezi, and others.

The Deputy Governor of Lagos State, Dr. Idiat 
Oluranti Adebule joined the crowd at Badagry, 
with Reminisce and Fuji musician, Atawewe, 
doing wat they know best to do.

18-year-old orphan wins Lagos got talent 
competition

   18-year-old, Ojo Ogunlaja AKA Mr. Gula, a 
100 Level student of Sociology from the Lagos 

All about the One Lagos Fiesta
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State University, emerged winner of the first 
edition of Lagos Got Talent competition.

Ojo, who represented Epe zone alongside 
11-year-old, Opeyemi Ishola, another rapper, 
beat other finalists who had earlier emerged 
from zonal auditions which originally produced 
250 talents. Contestants at the finale included a 
pair of contortionists, 3 rappers and a group of 
dynamic dancers.

While expressing his excitement about win-
ning, Ojo revealed that he had lost both parents 
in his family of 7 at a very young age, and that 
the loss served as his main motivation all through 
the competition.

The winner and runners-up, Mariam Abio-
dun AKA Caddy Bliss, and the duo of Popoola 
Tobilola and Gbadamosi Joseph, were all congrat-
ulated by the Lagos State Governor, Akinwunmi 
Ambode, and encouraged to continue to hone 
and perfect their talents.

5 Cool things you missed at the OLF Finale 
The One Lagos Fiesta celebrations have come 

to an end, closing with the biggest New Year’s 
Eve countdown Nigeria has ever seen, and it 
was truly epic.

However, for those who missed out on the 
event, here are 5 things they’d wish they had 

witnessed live.
•	 The Musical Performances
From King Sunny Ade to Lil Kesh, Tiwa Sav-

age to Olamide, most of the biggest names in the 
industry were on ground to thrill and entertain 

the crowd.
•	 The Governor of Lagos State, Akin-

wumni Ambode
For millions of Lagosians who have never 

had the opportunity to meet the state Governor, 

the finale was the perfect opportunity, as the 
governor not only made an appearance, he also 
addressed the people of Lagos.

•	 The  New Year Countdown
Nothing beats sharing one voice with millions 

of people, watching the seconds tick away on 
2016, while ushering in 2017 to an amazing dis-
play of fireworks that is unrivaled in the country.

•	 The ‘Agba Meta’ Statue
If you’re familiar with Lagos, then you’ll 

know the famous ‘three wise men’ or Agba meta 
statue. Interestingly, that statue made an appear-
ance at the finale, and thrilled the crowd with 
moves from Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ courtesy 
of the dance group Dance Na The Main Thing.

•	 DJs Jimmy Jatt, Spinall, Caise and 
Lambo

Nothing sets the tone for a great night bet-
ter than music, but having the best of the best 
Nigerian DJs under one sky was just downright 
amazing! There really are no words to describe 
the experience.

The 8-day event which kicked off on Christ-
mas eve has celebrities like IK Osakioduwa, DJ 
Lambo,  GT Da Guitarman, and dignitaries like 
the Oba of Lagos, Rilwan Akiolu, and state of-
ficials like the Commissioner for Information, 
Steve Ayorinde, Acting Commissioner for Tour-
ism, Arts and Culture, Hon. Adebimpe Akinsola 
in attendance at the Bar Beach venue.

Governor Ambode at the count down to the new year 2017 at One Lagos fiesta 

MI Abaga Oba Rilwan Akiolu LGT Winner

Hon. Adebimpe
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The Wedding Party still drawing crowd 
three weeks after premier

D
riving into the Leisure Mall 
premises in Surulere where the 
FilmHouse Cinema is situate, on 
Wednesday 4 Juanuary 2017, a 
working day, one would think it 

was a Friday or Saturday evening, due to the 
traffic and difficulty in finding a parking slot. 
Going up into the cinema was no different as 
lots of people were either trying to purchase 
tickets or already bought and milling about 
until when their choice movie began to air.

My friend and I got into the queue with oth-
ers and got our own ticket to watch the most 
talked about movie, The Wedding Party. After 
that, we were asked to go down to Cinema 
number 8, which interesting was located in the 
neighbouring Adeniran Ogunsanya shopping 
mall, through a connecting corridor. On getting 
there, we had to stand, as the crowd was much, 
evidently everyone there was in line to watch 
the same movie, The Wedding Party. When 
we finally made it into the cinema and took 
our seats, we noticed that every single seat in 
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the hall was occupied!
No doubt, The Wedding Party was one of 

the movies that made the cinema worth going 
during the yuletide, and still is till date.

However, the romantic comedy, which 
premiered early December 2016 with a new 
record across the country, is still making 
headlines.  From December 23 -29, 2016, The 
Wedding Party earned N110 million in box 
office revenues in just one week, beating its 
own previous week’s record of N66 million in 7 
days and N36 million for the opening weekend.

Revenues to date for the star studded movie 
are now over N200 million, an unprecedented 
feat in the history of Nollywood. And to this 
Mo Abudu says, “I am truly not sure what to 
say, but to keep saying thank you Lord, thank 
you everyone that has supported us and 
worked with us on TWP.”

The wedding Party is acclaimed the big-
gest film ever to be released in Nigeria and 
West African cinemas in the New Year.  
With the sterling performances put up by 
the cast including: Adesua Etomi as Dunni 
Coker, Banky W, as Dozie, Alibaba and Sola 
Sobowale as Dunni’s parents, and Ireti Doyle 
and Richard Mofe-Damijo as Dozie’s parents, 
as well as Zainab Balogun, AY, Ikechukwu, 
Beverly Naya, Emma OhMaGod, Lepacious 
Bose among others, it is no surprise that the 
movie is grossing this much.

The movie endears itself to both male and 
female but age wise, it is suitable for individuals 

aged 16 and above (because of a few scenes). It 
tells the story of a typical society wedding in 
Nigeria, mostly Lagos (where the movie is set).  
It features two families that are supposed to 
become friends courtesy of their children who 
are getting married, but alas, Ireti Doyle, who 
acted that part of Dozie’s mother, was uppity 
and looked down on the bride’s family. From 
her snide remarks and unapproachable mien, 
she forestalls any friendly overture from the 
bride’s family, not even concealing her dislike 
at her son’s choice for a bride.

Meanwhile the bride’s mother, Sola So-
bowale, brings on the Yoruba society woman 

act; portraying every ounce of emotion, 
gesture, words and actions and her friends 
reactions and solidarity all through the movie 
was apt.

The movie subtly sheds light on the long 
standing relationship tussle between Yoruba 
and Igbo, which in most cases results in parents 
vehemently opposing such choices between 
their children. Though this time, the conten-
tion was about social standing; the bride’s fam-
ily in their own right believe they are part of 
the cream of society, and as such were footing 
the bill for the wedding. The groom’s family is 
shown as affluent and thus the mother feels 
the bride’s family is beneath them culture and 
affluence wise.

The effects of recession is thrown into the 
mix as Alibaba (the bride’s father) had to own 
up to his wife that due to the economy crisis 
he was not as buoyant as he once was, so 
much that his check given to the cake maker 
bounced. Can you imagine a wedding without 
a cake?

We all know what they say about men be-
ing polygamous by nature; this detail was also 
captured by the movie. Richard Mofe Damijo, 
(Dozie’s father) all through the morning had a 
running discussion with his side-chick who 
was bent on attending the wedding, and she 
did. But the day was saved when his elder son 
withstood her and asked her to leave Dozie (the 
groom) who had several ladies in his life.  But 
on meeting Dunni, he decides to be celibate 

because she is a virgin. But that did not stop his 
friends from hosting a ‘mad bachelors’ party 
on his behalf and the video mistakenly pops 
up on the screen during the best man’s speech, 
because he mistakenly switched the flash with 
the document.

Sure enough the ladies in waiting are not 
left out, up till the final hour, the groom’s ex-
girlfriends looking to make their marks seek 
Dozies’ company. One of them takes it upon 
herself to taunt Dunni when the wrong video 
leaks as they felt it was all over, but Dunni’s 
friend comes in and saves the day with a 
whooping slap.

The hilarious story line is interesting and an 
easy watch, it got people laughing and applaud-
ing, as they could relate with the movie from 
start to finish. We see the hustle and bustle of 
a wedding planner on a mission to succeed, 
matchmaking attempts by the bride’s friends, 
and the unruly behaviour of some ‘village’ 
guests makes it clear that the Wedding Party 
will be the talk of town.

It is no news that most content sell in Ni-
geria, which is why Nollywood churns out 
some abysmal movies and it still sells, but ace 
movies like, The Wedding Party, The CEO, Bro 
Jekwu, 76’, amongst others shows that quality 
is appreciated by many viewers.

The Wedding Party officially released across 
cinemas in Nigeria on December 16, 2016, is still 
pulling crowds with all shows being sold out.
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I
t is great to witness the New Year 
in good health. It will also be great 
to continue our support for the 
arts this year. If you are art lover, 
especially visual art, there many 

exhibitions to see this year, many auc-
tions to buy artworks and many muse-
ums to visit for quality outing.

We are starting off with Freedom, 
an exhibition that started last year and 
hopes to conclude this January.

Freedom is a rare exhibition of 39 
paintings and sculptures by Gbenga 
Offo, a leading Nigerian contemporary 
artist. The highlight of the exhibition, 
which holds at Wheatbaker Hotel 
Ikoyi is the presentation of Offo’s 
first collection of metal sculptures in 
bronze, wrought iron and stainless 
steel.

The 39 phenomenal works are 
complemented by iconic paintings in 
Offo’s signature cubist style, as well as, 
‘splash paintings’ in which the artist 
shows a creative release into abstract 
expressionism, while responding to 
global issues of migration, music, hu-
man rights, love and unity.

 Freedom also includes finely ren-
dered pencil sketches - showcasing 
an artist whose diverse ouvre shows a 
mastery of color and form and exciting 

new experimentation.
The artist who graduated as best 

Art and Graphics Student from Yaba 
College of Technology, Lagos in 1984 
is offering visitors to the exhibition 
freedom through art. Speaking on 
the theme of the exhibition, Offo 
notes: “Freedom allows a person to be 
true to himself, the artist to be true 
to his art, and drives the urge to ex-
periment. This has led me to create a 
body of work using the ‘splash paint’ 
technique”.

Explaining the ‘splash paint’ tech-
nique, Offo says that he starts with 
the splashes of paint and then sketch 
around the splashes and as colour 
speaks to him, he often changes the 
topic.

The artist who feels free doing 
‘splash painting’ which is abstract 
expression, says: “The fluidity of the 
splashed paint and lines create an 
illusion that appears uncontrolled. 
The seemingly uncontrolled lines and 
colours create a piece that allows the 
viewer the rare opportunity to be co-
creator of the artwork”.

On the rationale behind his sculp-
tures, Offo says, “I have always been 
free. I am a liberal but I listen. I consid-
er things. Sometimes I come to a point 
that I tell myself I am good enough to 
express myself anyway I feel. I have 

come to accept my art and embrace it 
in totality”.

Explaining The Orchestra, acrylic 
on canvas, a cubist impression and 
one of the 39 works on display at the 
exhibition, Offo says beyond listening 
and enjoying, he also draws music.

“Music liberates me and calms me. 
I started listening to jazz at the age of 
14-15 years and made up my mind that 
this was my type of music; you hear it, 
feel it in your body, and you love it. I 
cannot play music, so I draw it”.  

Funny though, anything influences 
his work including things that speak 
to him while walking on the street, 
things his bad eyesight recorded as 
work of art, among others.

But the likes of Bruce Onobrakpeya, 
Picasso, Remembrandt, Van Gogh, Gril-
lo and El Anastui have all influenced 
him with their works. “They enter into 
your subconscious and influence you 
without you knowing”, he concludes.

Speaking on the exhibition, Sandra 
Mbanefo Obiago, curator of the exhi-
bition, says the Freedom Series trace 
Offo’s artistic journey; from his early 
ambitions to study music, which were 
never realized; to his fascination with 
musical symbolism that runs through 
many of his works.

“This exhibition touches on the vari-
ous aspects of Offo’s artistic personality. 

His charcoal and pencil sketches on 
paper show his finely honed skills in 
creating powerful pieces in the real-
ism style showing perfectly nuanced 
personality, movement and character. 
Offo’s sketches are juxtaposed with his 
signature large colourful paintings that 
display his much admired cubist style, 
which in turn are perfectly comple-
mented by his abstract expressionist 
splash painting style with his deft and 
masterful use of colour” , Obiago says.

In appreciations of The Wheatbaker 
supports for the arts and, especially in 
celebrating its 5th anniversary with the 
opening of an art exhibition, Obiago 
says freedom is liberating word for the 
hotel’s celebration because it speaks of 
taking flight, of letting go, of moving 
out to a safe zone and setting forth to 
embrace new adventures.

“Offo’s Freedom series comes at 
a perfect time in the history of the 
Wheatbaker art programme when 
we look back on five years of amazing 
artistic conversations, experience and 
showcases. we have had 16 carefully 
curated exhibitions since  we started an 
exciting journey of art in 2011 and given 
each artist between 8-12 weeks each to 
exhibit their works”, Obiago concludes.

The exhibition is sponsored by 
Veuve Clicquot and The Wheatbaker 
and runs until January 15, 2017.

OBINNA EMELIKE        
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Bewaji goes tough on patriarchy with story 

A
n aspiration to become an astronaut 
soon morphs into the drudgery of 
child-bearing and managing a home. A 
physically abused woman seeks solace 

in the law but soon realises it offers pain, a child 
needing protection from depraved father.

These are few of the themes chosen by Joy Isi 
Bewaji, unapologetic feminist, writer and entre-
preneur to illustrate the tragedy of patriarchy in 
the Nigerian society in her play, ‘Story of my va-
gina’, directed by Segun Adefila and performed by 
Crown Troupe in Lagos on December 27 -28, 2016.

Bewaji, a victim of verbal abuse on social 
media because of her uncompromising struggle 
for equality of the sexes, decided to take the fight 
to those who feel the only way to cut a woman 
down to size is to shame her body parts.

“I thought it was time we attack this idea of 
shaming the vagina for no reason. The vagina 
had nothing to do with the situation but it had to 
be thrown it because they feel it is what silences 
a woman, the minute you call her ‘Ashawo’ (pros-
titute), she is supposed to shrink,” she explained.

Bewaji said she decided to embrace this at-
tack and make it something phenomenal where 
people can look into it and stop being ashamed 
because there is so much more to a woman than 
her body parts.

The  Editor of Happenings online magazine 
and mother of two began a movement on social 
media through The Conversation, an ongoing 
series of debates on gender in Nigerian society. 
In November 2016, she published ‘Story Of My 
Vagina’, a collection of stories revolving around 
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A play by Joy Isi Bewaji addresses the sad consequences of patriarchy in the Nigerian society

the perceptions of the vagina and developed it 
into a play.

The 30-minute play throws up issues of abuse 
of the girl child, societal pressure on a woman to 
abandon career for marriage, sexual abuse in the 
office, shaming a woman based on her inability to 
conceive and subtly tells society that patriarchy 
thrives because even the women encourage it.

A collective gasps went up from the audience 
in the scene where a woman runs to the local 
police station bruised and battered and told justice 
has a gender preference.

“You came to the police station to report your 
husband for beating you?” asked an incredulous 
police officer.

“Do you know how often I beat my own wife? 
Do you know how many women are happy they 
have a husband that beat them?”

Godiya Makama, in her research paper on 
patriarchy and gender inequality published by 
the European Scientific Journal argues that the 
Nigerian society is patriarchal in nature which is 
a major feature of a traditional society. It states it 
has created a structure of a set of social relations 
with material base which enables men to domi-
nate women.

Bewaji’s ‘Story of my vagina’ illumines the 
complex nature of patriarchy in Nigeria using 
music, drama and lightening. It sheds light on the 
very foundations of this structure in the scene 
where the news of delivery of a girl child is re-
ceived with as much as excitement as the news 
of a hen hatching a brood of chicks by the father.

Sexuality was addressed in a frank and 
brutally honest manner but it seemed like what 
to expect from a play audacious enough to use 

vagina in the title in a society that cringes at the 
mere mention of woman’s body parts.

The scene where three young men concluded 
that a girl who loves sex cannot make a good 
wife speaks to the sad reality of society long fed 
on potpourri of deception sacrifice reason on the 
slaughter slab of religiosity and crude traditional 
practices.

“The play hit the note on a number of things 
women have been fighting for a long time – vio-
lence against women, blaming women for rape, 
molestation, sexual harassment in the place of 
work,” said Alero Okorodus, a filmmaker who 
watched the play.

“I hope this play will reach to lots of people and 
help them understand that the woman is not the 
competition but as individuals we are striving to 
become better and do great things as the man can 
do for ourselves, society” Okorodus said.

A critical challenge in the battle in addressing 
the challenge of patriarchy and the stereotypes 
it promotes is that many people are unaware or 
didn’t think it’s an issue worth their time. Segun 
Adefila, the play director needed convincing 
that these were key issues before he could get on 
board with the idea.“The first time I read it, I was 
unsure because I don’t understand the idea of 
feminism. I am an African and I know the African 
I come from, women are respected, I don’t get 
this new thought process that says women are 
being abused in Africa but when the playwright 
helped me understand that there is gender politics 
everywhere, some people are going through and 
we are speaking for those people that is how I got 
in,” Adefila said.

Obijakson Foundation Lights-up Anambra State

O
n Thursday, December 29, 2016, Okija 
town in Ihiala Local Government Area 
of Anambra State affirmed its historical 
importance as the hub of Igbo tradition, 

as winners emerged in the 2016 ‘Face of Okija’ 
Pageant held at the Obijackson Sports Arena in the 
sleepy town of Okija, comprising thirty villages. 

  The event, which saw Chinasa Ezeamaka 
and Chukwudi Enukoha emerge as the new 
Queen and King of Face of Okija respectively, was 
witnessed by foremost traditional rulers, notable 
names, accomplished individuals and observers 
from different parts of the country.

 Hosted by the Obijackon Foundation, the CSR 
arm of the Obijackson Group, one of Sub-Saharan 
Africa’s fastest growing conglomerates with vast 
investments in major sectors of the Nigerian 
economy, Face of Okija Pageant is a music and 
cultural festival aimed at rejuvenating the Igbo 
culture that has been badly eroded by all manner 
of external influences.

According to the Founder of the Obijack-
son Group, Dr. Ernest Azudialu-Obiejesi, who 
presented the winners with keys to brand new 
Corolla cars and cheques for the sum One Million 
Naira each, the “Face of Okija Pageant is a Special 
Purpose Programme (SPP) activated to insulate the 
Igbo culture, beliefs and tradition from continuous 
attrition. The initiative is a preservative agenda 
for sustaining our ‘Igboness’ and promoting our 
essence as a people”. 

 With their emergence as winners in the 2016 
‘Face of Okija’ Pageant, Chinasa Ezeamaka and 
Chukwudi Enukoha, in addition to other prizes, 
have become Ambassadors of the Obijackson 
Foundation and are placed on fixed salary of One 
Million and Four Hundred Thousand Naira for the 
duration of their reign.  In their new role, they are 
expected to leverage their status to impact lives in 
Okija, Igbo land and the Nigerian nation through 

…as winners emerge at ‘Face of Okija’ 2016 Pageant

active involvement in a mix of social welfare 
programmes and initiatives will undertake in 
the days ahead.

 Aside from excellent performance by Ebuka 
Obi-Uchendu (Ebuka) and Bovi Ugboma (Bovi), 
who were the event comperes, scintillating per-
formance by Ifechukwu Eze (Ifex G), winner of 
the star prize of Five Hundred Thousand Naira 
in the Okija Rising segment of the event created 
to discover and help youths nurture their musical 
talent, held the audience spellbound just as Phyno 

(Azubike Chibuzo Nelson) glided to the stage to 
take the audience to another level of excitement, 
with his energetic and thrilling performance.

 Though Face of Okija 2016 may have ended as 
a festival where guests had so much to drink and 
eat, the real success of initiative is its growing ap-
peal and impact on Igbo youths. Clearly, from the 
number of entries and quality of performances at 
this year’s festival, it would not be out of place to 
conclude that Igbo youths are gradually embrac-
ing the cultural heritage of the Igbo nation and 

becoming the custodians of the Igbo culture and 
tradition.

 About Obijackson Foundation/Group
Obijackson Foundation is the CSR arm of the 

Obijackson Group, one of the fastest growing 
conglomerates in sub-Saharan Africa, compris-
ing Energy Works Technology (EWT) Ltd, B&Q 
Dredging Ltd, Neconde Energy Ltd, NestHak Ltd, 
Nesto Aviation Ltd, Century Power Generation 
Ltd, Shipside Drydock Ltd, Impac Engineering 
Ltd, Hammakopp Consortium Ltd, Scorpio Drill-
ing International Ltd, Gobowen Exploration and 
Production Ltd, and Nestoil Limited has its flag-
ship company.

 As a business conglomerate with interests in 
diverse sectors of the economy, such as Oil and 
Gas exploration, Pipeline construction, Pressure 
Vessel Fabrication, Power Generation, Dredging 
and Marine Logistics, Aviation, Dry-docking, 
Horizontal Directional Drilling, civil and Infra-
structural Construction, Telecommunications 
and Real Estate, the Obijackson Group is aware 
of its role in social transformation and economic 
development in Africa.

 This is the motivation for establishing Obi-
jackson Foundation, a non-profit organisation 
and vehicle for executing the social intervention, 
community investment, economic empower-
ment, infrastructural development, educational 
support and scholar scheme, medicalsupport, 
social intervention and Values-building initiatives 
of the Obijackson Group. 

Those present at the event included Willie 
Obiano, Anambra State Governor, Nkem Okeke, 
his deputy, Oseloka Henry Obaze, Secretary to 
the Government of Anambra State, Rich Umeh, 
Pete Edochie, one of Africa’s most talented ac-
tors, Anayo Modestus Onyekwere (Kanayo O. 
Kanayo) and Okechukwu Anthony Onyegbule 
(Okey Bakassi).

L-R: Nnenna Obiejesi, executive director, Nestoil; Chinasa Ezeamaka, winner, 2016 Face of Okija (fe-
male); Ernest Azudialu-Obiejesi, founder, Obijackson Foundation, and Nkem Okeke, deputy governor, 
Anambra State, at the 2016 Face of Okija & Okija Igbo Music & Cultural Festival at the Obijackson 
Sports Arena, Okija Town, Anambra State.
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Behold Rele Arts Foundation’s 
Young Contemporaries

T
he Rele Arts Foundation (RAF) 
is pleased to announce the 
sophomore edition of the 
Young Contemporaries. Young 
Contemporaries is an artistic 

initiative that identifies, promotes and, 
mentors young visual artists; giving them 
the tools to succeed critically and com-
mercially in the global art marketplace.

Five bright and promising young art-
ists working in diverse mediums with 
varying degrees of skills and techniques 
have been selected and highlighted as the 
one’s to watch out for in 2017. Themes 
in this year’s works include; feminism, 
cultural and self identity, racial bound-
aries, and duality of human nature. The 
resulting exhibition is an indication of a 
younger generation contributing their 
artistic voice to societal issues.

The five young contemporaries in-
clude:

Marcellina O. Akpojotor, 27. She had 
her first form of apprenticeship under 
her father who is a sign writer. She grew 
up assisting him in his works and was 
always engaged in creative endeavors 
which cut across drawing, design, stencil, 
writing and calligraphy. She studied Art 
and Industrial Design at Lagos State Poly-
technic and had her industrial training at 
the studio of Bruce Onobrakpeya, Lagos.

She won the first prize in the OFF THE 
BIN PROJECT, an Art competition in 2013.

She has participated in the painting 
session of the 16th and 17th Harmattan 
workshop (2014 and 2015) respectively 
in Delta State and has featured in various 
group exhibitions. 

 Marcellina uses relatable Ankara as 
a medium to explore womanhood; these 
Ankara fabrics she uses are revived 
pieces’ sourced from fashion houses who 
would otherwise discard them. They are 
layered with designs and symbols which 
have unique meanings, some are cut out 
from “asoebi” for different occasions. She 
manipulates the cloth to mimic peaks 

and valleys, daily laughter’s and micro-
aggressions. The swatches of fabric are 
pieces of stories which she employs to 
create these works that are filled with 
diverse emotions.

A face would usually take u on a jour-
ney into the world of a person, hence, 
Marcellina is often fascinated by faces. 
With the Pearl Series, she creates the faces 
of females both real and imagined. 

 Rewa Umuna, 29, grew up having 
never received formal art training. She 
is a self taught artist who developed her 
innate talent from a very age. She trained 
as a pharmacologist at the University Col-
lege, which prepared her for an exciting 
career as an artist as she learnt to observe 
in greater detail and to seek deeper mean-
ing.

Her spirit is moved by what she refers 
to as “depicted sentience” through the 
celebration of the female form and bright, 
vivid colours. Her preferred medium of 
acrylics and watercolours on cartridge 
paper provides the immediacy, proxim-
ity and transparency to express hermost 
personal experiences and influences 
living between Lagos, London and Johan-
nesburg, cities she considers home.

For her, art creation is synonymous 
with catharsis and her creations are her 
life’s diary.

Rewa commits to paper all the things it 
means to be an urban nomad; disconnect-
ed from your starting destination but not 
quite at home in new location. Each hue 
she chooses will carry a different energy 
and every choice will be deliberate. The 
Travellers will be a triptych representa-
tion of moving through societal, racial 
and cultural boundaries. The impacts of 
the boundaries will be represented by 
colours, the various energies that these 
bring whilst the ink lines of demarcation 
will represent the earth’s topography and 
the divide across continents. In this way, 
she hopes to convey to the viewer, the 
energies and emotions of The Travellers.

 Sejiro Avoseh, 26, was born in Badagry 
and holds a Higher Diploma in paint-
ing from the Lagos state polytechnic, 
Ikorodu, Lagos. He is best known for his 
signature figuration that features auto-
mobile related faces. With strong surreal 
influences, he creates intricately detailed 
works rendered in paint and collage ma-
terials.Sejiro derives inspiration primarily 
from his own life experience; an ongoing 
dialogue with his past, present and the 
nearest future.

 As the most conceptual and experi-
mental of the bunch, being in the presence 
of Sejiro’s works will the viewer on a wild 
rollercoaster journey that has no foreseeable 
destination. With his series Physiognomical 
Distinction will question the act of predict-
ing or judging a person’s character and 
personality by mare looking at the outward 
appearance, reflect the impression that 
everyone should be seen as distinct in his 
own special way. The Stream of Conscious-
ness series will explore the continuous 
conscious experience of images and voices 
running through an individual’s mind. The 
Emotions and Time Perception series will 
explore the universal expression of emo-
tions we perceive about time. Sejiro invites 
you to abandon everything you think you 
know about yourself and to question all 
your senses.

Ezekiel Osifeso, 24, studied Visual 
Arts (painting) in the Department of 
Creative Arts, at the University of Lagos. 
He interned at the Universal Studios of 
Arts under the tutelage of prolific Nige-
rian Artists like: Abiodun Olaku, Joshua 
Nmesirionye, Ejoh Wallace,to mention 
a few. There he was trained in painting 
and draughtsmanship. He afterward had 
his National Youth Service in Benue state 
(2014-2015) at Benue State Council forArts 
and Culture. His love for figures is very 
evident in his works and has participated 
in various group shows in Nigeria.

 The human experience is wrought 
with allegory and satirical messages and 

Ezeikel isn’t shy about exploring them. He 
will be exploring how man is shaped and 
influenced by his environment. He has 
chosen the use of colours in adaptation 
of the Fauvism and naturalism move-
ment; moving far away from his staple 
monochromatic charcoal and newspaper 
collages. He will use vivid acrylic in wild 
brushstrokes to capture all the highs and 
lows. He asks and answers hard, existen-
tial questions and invites us to do the same

 Oladimeji Coker, 26, works predomi-
nantly in black-and-white photography. 
He is a strong believer in people being 
aware of self, history and heritage as they 
go in tandem with charting the course for 
the future. He aims to capture moments 
that point out these truths, making his 
audience stop to observe their current 
situation and make adjustments where 
necessary.

As the only photographer in this 
group, Dimeji comes with a keen eye and 
a thirst for knowledge. He will be using 
his lens as a map to navigate the duality 
of human nature and the hard questions 
surrounding the creation story. He hopes 
to be guided by some essays which have 
analysed the biblical creation of man with 
the assumption that man was created 
with a dual nature, each with different ap-
proaches to life. Based on the contrasting 
features discussed in these essays, he will 
be working with two models, preferably 
twins to represent the dual nature of man 
and the conflicts that occur within man 
because of this dual nature. 

Despite the lack of colour in his works, 
Dimeji still manages to instil his fervor 
and lightness of spirit into his work.  

With support from the Rele Arts 
Foundation, each one of the 2017 selected 
artists were awarded a grant to produce 
the body of work that will make up the 
exhibition.

The #YoungContemporaries2017 ex-
hibition will open to the public on Sunday 
January 15, 2017 at Rele Gallery.
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Carnival Calabar comes of age 
with international edition

I
n December 2015, Car-
nival Calabar surprised 
revelers and lovers of 
fun with a new intro-
duction, which truly 

spiced the carnival with 
exciting variety.

Then, the Brazilians who 
were putting up the first-
ever show in Calabar, and 
Nigeria at large, were appre-
ciated by carnival revelers.

However, the Interna-
tional Carnival Calabar has 
gone ahead to witness yet 
another successful edition 
at the recently concluded 
carnival.

Thanks to Ben Ayade, 
governor of Cross River 
State, who introduced the 
international version of the 
carnival and Ikechi Uko, 
the travel expert who the 
governor aptly engaged to 
put it up.

The second edition of the 
International Carnival Cala-
bar was fun for all revelers, 
residents and visitors alike. 
Its lasting impression was a 
top among the reasons visi-
tors adjudged the carnival as 
the best so far, especially for 
living beyond their expecta-
tions.

The multi-purpose built U. 
J. Esuene Stadium Calabar, 
venue of the carnival, was 
truly agog with excitement 
as teams from the participat-
ing countries and the crowd 
were both willing to perform 
and appreciate creativity 
respectively.  

The second edition fea-

tured 13 countries who 
showcased their colour, 
style and unique costumes 
while entertaining the ap-
preciative crowd of carnival 
revelers in Calabar. From 
Ghana, Rwanda, Burundi, 
South Africa, South Korea, 
Turkey, Croatia, Spain to the 
usual Brazil, the carnival had 
enough international spice 
amid local and intentional 
viewership.

Of course, credit goes to 
the participating countries 
who despite the bad weather 
made it to Calabar to sati-
ate the yearnings of the 
awaiting crowd. Due to bad 
weather, some countries 

made the journey half way 
by flight and completed the 
second half by road despite 

the risk just to entertain the 
waiting crowd at the carni-
val.  “Due to the flight issues, I 

came all the way from Abuja 
by road to see the Brazilians”, 
an Abuja-based business-
man said.

The intriguing thing about 
the international version of 
the carnival is that despite 
holding on December 29th, 
a day after the main carni-
val, revelers and visitors all 
came in mass to witness the 
incredible performances, 
dance and showmanship by 
the participating countries.

As expected African coun-
tries played up African heri-
tage, drumming and dancing 
in like manners while the 
foreign countries displayed 
stunts that have not been 
seen in Africa before.

Besides African countries, 
others such as Countries such 
as Croatia, Brazil, Turkey, and 
Spain performed excellently 
to the admiration of the spec-
tators in their fascinating 
cultural carnival outfits and 
thrilled with their mesmer-
izing dancing steps.

Also team Nigeria was a 
delight to watch. The team led 
by Florance Ita-Giwa, senator 
who is popularly called Mama 
Bakassi, lived up to the Nigeri-
an variety and showmanship 
amid international rivalry.

There was no dull moment 
at the carnival, which lasted 
from the December 29th till 
the early hours the next day.

At the end, Tobias Vai Vai 
from Brazil was declared 
winner of the second edition 
of the International Carnival 
Calabar 2016. However, for 
every visitor at the stadium 
that night, all the teams from 
the participating countries 
are winners.  “It is difficult to 
say the winner with these en-
thralling performances, dance 
steps, stunts and shows”,  
Asukwo Effiong, a reveler 
explained.

“For me the South Afri-
cans show is killing, espe-
cially with the endowed 
ladies”, another reveler said.

The bottom-line for Ikechi 
Uko, organizer of the Inter-
national Carnival, is that 
people were thrilled and are 
happy they saw the carnival.

Uko promised a bigger 
version in 2017, noting that 
some of the participating 
countries, especially South 
Africa left Calabar to explore 
Obudu Mountain Resort, and 
hence completing the tour-
ism value chain by contrib-
uting to the economy of the 
locals, the resort, Cross River 
State and Nigeria at large. 

OBINNA EMELIKE

…as Brazil’s Vai Vai band wins       
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Why leisure matters in the New Year  

W
e  o f t e n 
r e m i n d 
others the 
p o p u l a r 

saying: “All work, no play 
makes Jack a dull boy,” 
without taking time off 
ourselves. How wrong it 
is to preach what we do 
not practice. 

This year, you need 
to be a little sincere with 
yourself and step up your 
work-leisure balance be-
cause life work without 
leisure is life without a 
balance.

You need to take your 
health and happiness into 
account when you work. 
You do not need to work 
so hard that you become 
ill or depressed. This year, 
you need to have leisure 
in your life to keep life 
fun and energetic. But 
if all you do is to worry 
about work or business, 
then what type of life is 
that? You need nobody 
to tell you that it is a life 
in prison.

Of course, you are the 
one that will push for 
a rest because you are 
in a capitalist economy, 
where your boss is more 

interested in work, work 
and work. Your boss can-
not stop you from taking 
time off because of the 
benefits to the company. 
Companies that allow 
staff to take time off for 
leaves and holidays have 
always reaped higher 
productivity afterwards, 
as the staff return re-
freshed and better pre-
pared for the work chal-

lenges.
In case you work with 

a real ‘Boss,’  summon 
courage and tell him/her 
you need leisure time. 
You only need to be polite 
about it because you will 
be the worst hit when 
you break down. Remem-
ber, your boss can always 
replace you.

If he insists on you 
staying back to work, 

then you can probably 
take some leisure time 
without being a jerk about 
it. It is as simple as taking 
15 minutes here and two 
minutes there in quality 
things.

However, while leisure 
might conjure up images 
of foamy drinks with um-
brella straws, visits to 
beaches and day spas or 
taking on an adventure, 

the true essence of leisure 
is beyond that.

You will get the most 
out of your leisure time 
when you understand the 
essence of leisure. Leisure 
is a state of mind or of 
being. It is when we feel 
most free, fulfilled and 
integrated.

A rewarding leisure 
life is the biggest predictor 
of one’s overall quality of 
life. It provides the bal-
ance you need to better 
handle non-leisure activi-
ties and enhances resil-
ience and life satisfaction. 
Over a lifetime, one will 
spend more time at leisure 
than sleeping or working.

Even when you have 
a leisure-friendly boss or 
when corporate policy 
favours corporate time off 
and leaves, a few people 
really think about or plan 
for leisure. It is supposed 
to “just happen” - but too 
often we end up feeling 
stressed, overwhelmed 
and unfulfilled.

Here people do not 
plan for holidays. The 
many public holidays, 
even Christmas and New 
Year holidays, have never 
been used to really relax. 
Summer is out of it and 

the few that do summers 
start planning for it at the 
peak summer. This year, 
you need to plan ahead 
as the year that is already 
on the move beckons for 
more quality time off 
from business and work.

You can go for some of 
these leisure breaks: go to 
see a museum, for leisure 
fishing, go see movies 
in cinemas, a weekend 
at a remote destination 
will always make a dif-
ference, the beaches are 
open all day for a swim 
and beach fun, or climb a 
local mountain/hill. 

You can visit destina-
tion with one-stop-shop 
leisure facilities like re-
sorts, go see waterfalls, 
explore caves and a com-
munion with nature 
around you. You must not 
travel far this year to see 
all these, most of them are 
within. Search for them!

It is up to you to sched-
ule in a little leisure time 
for yourself, so you will 
work happier and be more 
productive. Truly, your 
family will thank you for 
distressing throughout 
the day instead of letting 
it all come out when you 
get home.

Homage to the Olori Omo-Oba

A 
few meters 
away from 
I j e b u - O d e 
town lies an 

architectural master-
piece that always de-
lights the eyes. The 
edifice is so palatial that 
it attracts onlookers 
and even motorists for 
a moment to appreciate 
the creative ingenuity 
of man.

Aptly tagged Tun-
wase Court, the edifice 
is the home country 
of Olasubomi Balo-
gun, chairman, First 
City Monument Bank 
(FCMB) Group, who 
bears the traditional 
title of Olori Omooba, 

and also the Asiwaju of 
Ijebu Christians.

From the swimming 
pool, water fountain, 
lawn tennis  c ourt , 
chefs from across the 
world to Rolls-Royce 
that bears a unique 
plate number Olori 
Omo-Oba 1, Tunwase 
Court, which sits on a 
large expanse of land 
is worth seeing.

On annual basis , 
the luxurious country 
home also hosts many 
visitors on a some-
what homage during 
the New Year thanks-
giving service and get 
together party courtesy 
of the Olori Omo-Oba.

On January 3, 2017 
Tunwase Court was 
alive with visitors from 
across the country. The 
visitors comprising 
friends, relations, Ijebu 
indigenes, the clergy 
among others  who 
came to once again join 
the billionaire ex-bank-
er and business man in 
appreciating God for 
the gift of life and good 
health.

Though focused on 

thanksgiving, the gath-
ering offered the visi-
tors a platform to bond 
and have fun irrespec-
tive of their religion, 
status and age.  While 
first-time visitors to the 
palatial home marvel at 
the architectural won-
der, sons and daughters 
of Ijebu land used the 
gathering at the palace 
as a reunion of sort after 
the Ojude Oba festival.

A s  e x p e c t e d  t h e 
thanksgiving service 
started with praise and 
words of exaltation. 
From Reverend Father 
Steven, Apostle Ajao 
and Most Reverend 
Abimbola, the message 
was taking advantage 
of every opportunity 
to appreciate God. The 
clergy c ommende d 
the Asiwaju of Ijebu 
Christians for sustain-
ing the thanksgiving 

service over the years 
and prayed God to give 
him more years ahead 
in good health.

In appreciation of 
his visitors, the FCMB 
Group founder thanked 
the visitors for mak-
ing Tunwase Court a 
rallying point for the 
New Year service and 
promised to always be 
benevolent to humani-
ty through his different 
philanthropic projects, 
especially in healthcare 
and empowerment.

“This thanksgiving 
service is in apprecia-
tion of what the good 
Lord has done for me, 
my family, and place 
of work. I recognize all 
these with a deep sense 
of appreciation and will 
continue to thank Him”, 
FCMB chairman said.

The thanksgiving 
services, which ended 
with refreshment for 
all the visitors also had 
in attendance Gbenga 
Daniel, former gover-
nor of Ogun State, Ayo 
Adebanjo, Afenifere 
leader, Sunny Kuku, 
many Obas from across 
Ijebu land and the cler-
gy.  

OBINNA EMELIKE
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NANTA suggest models to adopt to 
cushion effect of Abuja airport closure

T
he National 
A s s o c i a -
tion of Ni-
geria Travel 
A g e n c i e s 

(NANTA) has suggest-
ed models government 
can adopts to cushion 
effect of the temporary 
closure of the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International 
Airport, Abuja and di-
version of flights to Ka-
duna in order to repair 
its runway.

The closure of the 
airport, which will 
commence on March 
8, 2017 and last for 
six weeks, is receiv-
ing several reactions 
from operators, airlines 
and stakeholders as 

many say it will bring 
about loss of revenues, 
breed insecurity and 
inconvenience the pas-
sengers.  

In a bid to mitigate 
these various chal-
lenges, NANTA told 
BD Sunday during the 
weekend that although 
the agency is not too 
pleased with this devel-
opment, it is essential 
for government and 
stakeholders to work 
together to make the 
best of out the situation.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Bankole Bernard, Presi-
dent, NANTA “Kaduna 
appears to be the best 
alternative, consider-
ing its location and 
infrastructures. We 
therefore want the 
government to provide 

Stories by Ifeoma okeke
a free shuttle between 
the Kaduna airport and 
Abuja because if this 
is not done, it will in-
crease the cost of trav-
elling.”

“We do not need to 
buy new buses to do 
this; we can use the 
buses available at the 
airport now or out-
source them. An ex-
ample is what Etihad 
does from Abu Dhabi 
to Dubai; passengers 
buy ticket and book the 
shuttle in the process.”

Bernard also sug-
g e s t e d  t h at  w h i l e 
the Abuja runway is 
being repaired, the 
government should 
commence the con-
struction of a second 
run-way at the Abuja 
airport, so that when 

issues like this appear, 
Nigerians will have an 
alternative to fall back 
on. He added that in-
ternational airlines can 
partner with domestic 
airlines to help them 
drop passengers at Ka-
duna, since most inter-
national airlines will 
not want to ply the Ka-
duna route, considering 
the challenges they 
will likely encounter 
plying that route.

“For us not to loss 
revenues in the course 
of considering security 
and safety, let govern-
ment allow interna-
tional airlines just op-
erate to Lagos, after 
which the domestic 
airlines can help them 
pick their passengers,” 
Bernard said.

arik air urges security agencies to 
save airline from passenger rage

A
rik Air has ap-
p e a l e d  t o  t h e 
armed forces, Ni-
geria Police Force, 

Directorate of Security Ser-
vices and aviation security 
personnel of the Federal 
Airports Authority of Ni-
geria (FAAN) to protect the 
airline and its personnel 
from unwarranted passen-
ger attacks.

The appeal is coming 
after the alleged attack of 
the airline’s personnel by 
aggrieved passengers who 
disrupted its operations at 
the international wing of 
the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport on Wednesday and 
Thursday, last week (Janu-
ary 4th and 5th, 2017).

Adebanji Ola, the air-
line’s spokesman, in an on-
line statement to BDSunday 
said the resort to verbal or 
physical violence in any 
form by a passenger “is not 
acceptable to Arik Air and 
the airline would hence-
forth deploy all measures 
necessary against any pas-
senger who takes the law 
into their hands.”

He stated that “the sever-
ity and frequencies of such 
criminal acts are on the 
rise due to lack of appropri-
ate action or preventative 
measures from the security 
agencies.”

Ola said security at the 
airports ought to be im-
proved to guide against 
unwarranted and uncalled 

for assaults on airline per-
sonnel and passengers.

However, he regretted 
that both the security agen-
cies and airport authori-
ties had not been alive to 
their responsibilities except 
when the issue has to do 
with applying sanctions.

“Despite repeated ap-
peals and calls for interven-
tion on numerable occa-
sions, the airport authorities 
and security agencies have 
done nothing to protect the 
lives of staff and property 
of Arik Air in the wake of 
these attacks.

“The same authorities 
are however spontaneous 
in sanctioning the airlines 
whenever there is a ser-
vice disruption without 
providing adequate sup-
port or security to prevent 
passengers from disrupt-
ing the service in the first 
instance,” he said.

The spokesman threat-
ened that “Arik Air will 
also pursue legal action and 
engage local and foreign 
security agencies includ-
ing private security firms 
to investigate, identify and 
prosecute to the full extent 
of the law all of those pas-
sengers in Nigeria and over-
seas, involved in the attacks 
against our personnel and 
property”.

Ola traced the recent 
attacks to delays in the take-
off of internationals flights 
which he said were caused 

by the shortage of aviation 
fuel.

In his narrative, he said: 
“On Wednesday, 4 January, 
2017, our Lagos-New York 
JFK service which was to 
operate at 11:30 pm had to 
be rescheduled by 24 hours 
to operate at 11:30 pm on 
Thursday, 5 January, 2017 
due to the shortage in sup-
ply of aviation fuel by the 
major fuel marketers.

“Our Lagos-Johannes-
burg service and Lagos- 
Accra service were also 
on ground awaiting fuel 
while the Lagos-New York 
service was standing by 
for fuel.

“Arik Air pursued all 
possible options to source 
fuel for the international 
flights on 4 January, 2017 
but when our customer 
service manager at the 
Murtala Muhammed In-
ternational Airport, Lagos 
approached the passengers 
to explain the situation to 
them, one of the passengers 
chased and attacked him.

“This was followed by 
a mob of passengers who 
brutally beat, kicked and 
chased the Arik Air staff 
throughout the terminal 
building leading to the Im-
migration Section of the 
terminal. The staff was 
later rushed to the hospital 
where he was treated for 
injuries sustained during 
this reckless and inhuman 
attack.

…Says aviation authorities are only good at applying sanctions hastily

emirates introduces new range of 
comforts in first and Business Class

E
m i rat e s  h a s  e n -
hanced comfort in 
the air with a host 
of exclusive, new 

products introduced to its 
First and Business Class cab-
ins. Customers will travel in 
luxury with new additions 
including First Class lounge 
wear, luxury blankets, skin-
care from VOYA and a new 
range of amenity kits from 
Bulgari.

Emirates’ ongoing invest-
ment in product reinforces 
its emphasis on comfort, 
enhancing the travel ex-
perience. The airline has 
partnered with experts in 
their respective fields and 
no attention to detail has 
been spared in the luxury 
product overhaul.

For a comfortable night’s 
sleep on board the aircraft, 
Emirates has introduced the 
first moisturising lounge 

wear designed for an airline. 
It will be available in the 
First Class cabin on over-
night long haul flights.

In partnership with Ma-
trix, the suits use Hydra Ac-
tive Microcapsule Technol-
ogy designed to keep skin 
hydrated during the flight. 
The patented technology 
uses billions of capsules 
applied to the fabric which 
gently releases naturally-
moisturising Sea Kelp dur-
ing movement.

For added comfort, Emir-
ates offers a plush, faux 
sheep-skin blanket in First 
Class. The soft and luxuri-
ous comforter is on board 
and also sold at the Emirates 
Official Store. Business Class 
customers can also look for-
ward to newly-introduced 
soft duvets in charcoal grey 
on their next flight.

To complete the relaxing 

travel experience, a new 
range of luxury spa prod-
ucts are now available both 
on board and on the ground 
from award-winning Irish 
brand VOYA.

Create d exclusively 
for Emirates, this skincare 
line includes shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, 
cleanser, body moisturiser, 
hand wash, soap and hand 
cream.  It will be avail-
able in the signature A380 
shower spa on board and 
selected products in Emir-
ates’ airport lounges.

Emirates has also part-
nered with luxury Italian 
brand Bulgari for its latest 
designs of the airline’s ex-
clusive kit bags. The new 
set of amenity kits for both 
First and Business Class fea-
ture Bulgari’s woody floral 
fragrance – Eau Parfumée 
au thé noir - and contain 
skincare essentials to keep 
customers feeling fresh 
and pampered throughout 
the flight.

Customers can enjoy 
gourmet, regionally in-
spired menus on board, 
paired with Emirates’ world 
class wine programme fea-
turing the finest cham-
pagnes and wines from 
around the world.

Passengers in all classes 
can enjoy Emirates’ multi-
award winning ‘ice’ Digital 
Widescreen with more 
than 2,500 channels of on 
demand entertainment 
including movies, TV pro-
grams, music and podcasts.

Bankole Bernard, President, NANTA “Kaduna



S
ometimes blo o d is 
not thicker than wa-
ter and family will 
cross  you quicker 
t h a n  s t r a n g e r s .  I 
have come to realise 

that the most poisonous people 
come disguised as family. Rosa-
line, a 43-year-old teacher, had 
come to this conclusion after 
the demis e of her younger 
brother.

Below is Rosaline’s story as 
told by her.

It is exactly one year since 
my younger brother Henry 
died but tears rush down my 
cheeks whenever I remember 
that his death could have been 
prevented. Henry sacrificed 
his all for the betterment of 
the family but was denie d 
help in his time of dire need 
by my elder brother who was 
a huge beneficiary of his be-
nevolence. 

I had an enviable family 
while growing up. My parents 
had four children but lost one, 
my immediate elder brother, 
George. He was asthmatic and 
died during my early days in 
secondary school. My parents 
were left  with thre e chil-
dren- me, my elder brother, 
Jerry and my younger brother, 
Henry.

M y  p a re n t s  w e re  b o t h 
teachers and did everything 
within their power to ensure 
that we were sound academi-
cally. My elder brother, Jerry, 
had the dream of becoming a 
medical doctor and his grades 
showed how much he wanted 
that to happen. I wanted to be 
a teacher just like my parents 
but my younger brother loved 
business. 

Henry was generous to a 
fault and he never acted like 
the lastborn.  He was the kind 
of person that would give his 
last to his family and he had 
done this many times. My par-
ents were disappointed when 
he indicated the interest to be 
a businessman and they tried 
to persuade him to change his 
mind. They felt he would make 
a better doctor than Jerry be-
cause Henry not only said he 
cared but he always showed 
how much he cared. 

After his primary school 
e ducation,  my father ’s  el-
der brother,  Uncle Samuel 
of blessed memory pleaded 
with my parents to let Henry 
pursue his dream while he was 
still young. According to Uncle 
Samuel, building a successful 
business requires a lot of time. 
My father listened to his brother 
and acted accordingly because 
Henry’s grades in school were 
not looking good. 

‘‘You are not doing this boy 
any good. He does not have the 
head for book and he needs 
enough time to learn a trade and 
more time to build his own too,’’ 
my uncle told my dad.

So, Jerry and I continued 
with our education while Henry 
went to learn a trade. He served 

his master for seven years and 
was given some capital to start 
his own business. The money 
handed to him was not as much 
as those who had to serve for 
ten years or more but Henry 
multiplied that amount several 
times in a space of one year. Un-
like most of his peers who would 
prefer to spend their wealth on 
ladies, Henry chose family be-
cause as he always said, ‘‘family 
will always come first’’

The wall holding my happy 
family began to fall apart when 
my father fell very ill and had 
to live on pills. Henry had to 
assume the role of the breadwin-
ner and this angered my elder 
brother so much. Jerry was 
power thirsty and he began to 
see Henry as an enemy that had 
eyes on his birth right. When 
Jerry saw how much my parents 
loved Henry, his hatred for him 
grew even more.  

I was doing my NCE (National 

Certificate in Education) and 
Jerry was in his second year in 
the university. Despite his glar-
ing dislike, Henry still ensured 
that Jerry’s tuition fees and 
other needs were met. He did 
same for me and told care of our 
parents very well. My father’s 
health deteriorated to the extent 
that everyone knew he was not 
going to make it but Henry kept 
on pouring in as much money 
as was needed. Our father lived 
for two more years and passed 
on shortly after I got married.

Henry took care of the fu-
neral rites and ensured that 
our father got a befitting burial 
s ome one of his calibre de-
served. Jerry was in medical 
school; he was still taking and 
could not contribute a dime for 
the burial. The entire load fell 
on Henry’s shoulders and he 
never complained or grumbled 
about having to do everything 
alone. 

Henry kept  our mother 
company until the following 
year when he decided to settle 
down. He relocated to another 
state because of his business 
and mother had to come live 
with me. When it gets rough 
for my husband and me, Henry 
always assisted.

Shortly after he welcomed 
his second child, Henry’s busi-
ness began to wobble and in 
a space of six months, he was 
almost living from hand to 
mouth. While he tried to get 
back to his feet, his wife who 
was a nurse supported the 
family with her earnings.

Jerry was doing very well. 
He was married to a medical 
doctor just like himself and 
was living large in a better 
part of the country. He knew 
Henry’s business was down 
but that did not bother him. 
Henry never demanded that 
Jerry assist him since he was 

Abandoned in life, celebrated in death
the one that saw him through 
the university. His huge re-
sponsibilities to both family 
and in-laws had eaten deep 
into his finances. 

When those that knew how 
much Henry sacrificed to make 
Jerry who he is today tried to 
poison Henry’s mind, Henry 
always took sides with Jerry. 
He said one could never know 
the kind of battle the other 
person was fighting and the 
fact Jerry had not assisted his 
family does not mean he was 
not going to do so.

To add salt to injury, Henry’s 
health began to fail as well. 
The diagnosis from several 
hospitals showed that he had 
kidney diseases. We notified 
Jerry so he could assist but he 
made promises he never ful-
filled while he flew in and out 
of the country with his family.

With little money from me 
and Henry’s wife which is like 
a drop of water inside a tiny 
ocean, we managed take care 
of Henry. When his health 
got pretty bad, we had to rely 
on family, friends and well-
wishers because we could not 
afford to pay for his dialysis 
anymore.

For the years Henry battled 
with Kidney diseases, Jerry 
turned his back on us. Even 
when we called to find out 
how he was doing, he was cold. 
I don’t know why someone 
could be that callous especially 
when it involves the life of 
someone who did everything 
he could to give you a better 
life.

On the 7th of January 2015, 
I was in a deep sleep when 
my phone rang around 3am. 
With sleepy eyes, I pushed the 
phone away but it kept ringing. 
When I peeped and saw that 
the caller was Henry’s wife, 
I picked the call but I couldn’t 
make sense of what she was 
saying because she was crying.  
Just then and before she could 
bring herself to say it, I knew 
Henry was dead.

Three hours later, I and my 
husband were at Henry’s place. 
We conveyed the corpse to the 
mortuary and notified Jerry of 
Henry’s demise via text mes-
sage when he did not pick our 
calls. We were shocked when 
Jerry visited two days later, 
which was a Saturday to shed 
what I would call crocodile 
tears. It was as if scales just 
dropped from his eyes and he 
acted as if he never knew what 
came over him then. I know 
Jerry disliked Henry at some 
point but I never imagined he 
could act this way not after 
Henry had treated him nicely 
and done nothing more other 
than love him.

Henry’s burial was the talk 
of the village. The money that 
was spent on his funeral rites 
would have been enough to 
keep him alive. Henry died 
wretched but he was buried 
like a king.
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Lifestyle diseases pose 
new burden for Africa

A
nxiety grips Jennifer 
Nakazi as her phone 
beeps for the third time 
since she arrived at a 
busy bank lobby in 

downtown New York. She’s going to 
wire money to her family in Uganda. 
Her brother is calling with the latest 
update on their critically ill mother.

After battling diabetes for almost 
a decade now, the 63-year-old matri-
arch has just been hospitalized after 
her blood sugar level hit a record 
high. Her blood pressure also shot 
up, raising fears she could also be 
hypertensive.

“I hope we don’t lose our mother. 
It is not even two years since our 
father succumbed to diabetes. It’s a 
difficult time for us,” Ms. Nakazi tells 
Africa Renewal. She finally returns 
her brother’s call after wiring some 
$700. Their mother’s condition has 
stabilized and they are all relieved, 
but they know the struggle is far 
from over.

Ms. Nakazi, 26, is careful about 
her selection of food, avoiding sugar 
and alcoholic drinks. She fears suc-
cumbing to diabetes or one of the 
other relatively new diseases on 
the continent whose numbers have 
more than doubled in recent years.

Diabetes type 2 falls in the cat-
egory of non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs), along with cardiovascular 
diseases, cancer and chronic respi-
ratory diseases often referred to as 
“lifestyle diseases” because they are 
largely linked to the way people 
live their lives and to surrounding 
environmental factors.

The four key risk factors for these 
diseases are unhealthy diets (foods 
high in fats, sugar or salt), tobacco 
use, harmful use of alcohol and 
physical inactivity.

These behaviours set the stage 
for later development of lifestyle 
diseases such as high blood pressure, 
overweight, respiratory diseases, 
high blood sugar and high choles-
terol levels.

It is during adolescence or adult-
hood that these risky behaviours 
are typically established, experts 
say, and they are easily modifiable. 
Millions of lives could be saved 
by healthy diets, exercise and the 
avoidance of tobacco and alcohol. It 
is a path Ms. Nakazi is determined 
to take.

NCDs are now the leading cause of 
death in most regions of the world, 
accounting for up to 70% of all deaths 
worldwide, according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO). In 2012, 
for example, the diseases killed 38 
million people, of whom 80% were 
from developing countries, including 
those in Africa. About half of these 
people died prematurely—before the 
age of 70.

Long considered diseases of the 
West and often associated with the 
urban and affluent in society, NCDs 
have crept silently into many cor-

ners in Africa, remaining relatively 
unnoticed as governments and the 
international community focus on 
combating communicable diseases 
such as malaria, tuberculosis, polio 
and HIV/AIDS.

Time bomb
Africa, home to 54 low and mid-

dle-income countries, will have 
the world’s largest increase in NCD 
deaths over the next decade. Al-
though communicable diseases such 
as malaria, TB and HIV/AIDS and 
other conditions still predominate in 
sub-Saharan Africa, WHO projects 
that, by 2030, NCDs will become the 
leading cause of death. This would 
impose a significant burden on the 
continent, whose population will 
double within the next generation.

“In Africa, NCDs are rising rap-
idly and are projected to exceed 
communicable, maternal, perinatal 
and nutritional diseases as the most 
common causes of death by 2030,” Dr. 
Oleg Chestnov, the assistant director-
general for non-communicable dis-
eases and mental health at WHO, 
told Africa Renewal.

In North Africa, NCDs are already 
responsible for more than three-
quarters of all deaths, and nearly half 
the population in this region already 
suffers from hypertension (high 
blood pressure), a well-established 
precursor to NCDs such as heart 
diseases, according to the WHO’s 
non-communicable diseases country 
profiles for 2014. In Algeria, Egypt, 
Libya and Morocco, for example, 
more than 75% of all deaths in 2012 
were due to NCDs.

Of immediate concern to public 
health planners is that 30% of all 
people in Africa have high blood 
pressure (above 140/90 mmHg mil-
limetres of mercury — the unit 
measurement of blood pressure) and 
will most likely suffer from coronary 
heart diseases, stroke, renal or visual 
impairment or other related condi-
tions.

Negative effects
The effects of these diseases are as 

devastating to the economy as they 
are to the people they afflict. At the 
national level, they impede efforts 
to fight poverty, making it difficult 
to achieve global development goals 

such as the Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) number three, which 
aims to ensure healthy lives and to 
promote the well-being of all people. 

At a broader level, widespread 
chronic illness translates into de-
creased labour outputs, lower re-
turns on human capital investments 
and increased health care costs.

In addition, the rise in NCDs will 
create what’s called a “multiple 
burden of disease” for already over-
stretched health systems, particu-
larly in Africa, where communicable 
diseases such as malaria, TB and 
HIV/AIDS, as well as poor maternal 
and child health, remain a major 
problem. Treating people with NCDs 
is complex — involving advanced 
diagnostics and drugs, as well as in-
tensive disability management and 
prolonged care.

An ounce of prevention
Although tobacco use is the single 

most preventable cause of disease, 
disability and death in the world, 
more and more young people in Af-
rica are taking up the habit.

“About one in 10 adolescents in Af-
rica smokes cigarettes and the same 
proportion use other tobacco prod-
ucts such as chewing tobacco, snuff, 
or pipes. A half of all adolescents in 
Africa are exposed to secondhand 
smoke,” says the Washington, D.C.–
based Population Reference Bureau 
(PRB), a nonprofit research organiza-
tion.

In Zambia, for example, about 
one-quarter of secondary school 
students aged 13 to 15 either smoke or 
use other tobacco products. In South 
Africa, the RPB report says, 24% of 
boys and 19% of girls in secondary 
school use tobacco.

As for alcohol, heavy marketing in 
African countries and the portrayal 
of alcohol use as “cool” in many co-
lourful advertisements, along with 
its easy accessibility, have exposed 
more youths to the vice. About 26% 
of boys and 21% of girls aged 13 to 15 
in Namibia are current alcohol users. 
In Mauritius, 21% of boys and 14 % of 
girls in secondary school reported 
having been excessively drunk one 
or more times during their life.

Way forward
To curb this lifestyle epidemic 

requires global, national and indi-
vidual commitment. Globally, WHO 
is mobilizing countries for collective 
action, especially African countries, 
many of which have inadequate 
NCD interventions. 

Under the SDGs adopted by UN 
member states in 2015, global lead-
ers committed to an NCD target of 
reducing premature deaths caused 
by lifestyle diseases by 30% by 2030. 
They committed to national NCD 
reduction targets and to developing 
national policies and plans to achieve 
their goals, such as plans to reduce 
exposure to factors that put people at 
risk of the diseases and to strengthen 
health systems to cope with them.

Some of the options that WHO 
is promoting to reduce lifestyle 
diseases are raising taxes and prices 
on tobacco products, implementing 
plain packaging or comprehen-
sive bans on tobacco packaging 
designed to attract consumers, 
increasing taxation on alcoholic 
beverages and enforcing bans on 
alcohol advertising.

Diet-related options include com-
pelling companies to reformulate 
their food products to contain less 
salt to protect people from cardio-
vascular disease, and taxing sugary 
drinks, one of the main causes of 
the global epidemics of obesity and 
diabetes.

Health systems can also provide 
essential drug therapies and coun-
selling to people who have had a 
heart attack or stroke, or for people 
at higher risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease. Also, proven measures, such 
as vaccination against the human 
papilloma virus (HPV), can prevent 
nearly all cases of cervical cancer, 
which kills many women in Africa 
each year.

So far there has been some prog-
ress, according to Dr. Chestnov. To 
date, 60% of countries globally have 
set targets to fight NCDs, while 92% 
have since integrated responses 
to NCDs into their national health 
plans. Others are trying to tax to-
bacco products to get financing for 
public health, but it is still a work in 
progress.

The simplest and cheapest means 
of preventing and controlling these 
diseases is for individuals to make 
good lifestyle choices by opting for 
healthy diets (lots of vegetables and 
fruits and less sugar, salt and fats), 
avoiding tobacco and alcohol, and 
exercising.

Unless urgent action is taken, the 
growing NCD epidemic will add tre-
mendous pressure to already over-
stretched health systems and pose 
a major challenge to development 
in Africa.

All in all, a rising NCD epidemic 
will require more resources for 
strengthening and adapting health 
systems. Given that the rates of social 
and economic growth in the African 
region are unlikely to keep pace with 
the rapid rise of NCDs, taking urgent 
preventive action now will be far less 
challenging than waiting to address 
a costly full-fledged NCD epidemic.

Zipporah Musau
africa renewal

Diabetes, cancer, heart and respiratory diseases will be the leading killers by 2030



A 
new King of African football 
has emerged. He is Algerian 
international and Leicester 
City of England player, Riyad 
Mahrez, who was on Thurs-

day night crowned the 2016 African 
Footballer of the Year at the glamorous 
Glo-CAF Awards held in Abuja, Nigeria.

His name was announced before a 
packed audience at the Glo-CAF Awards 
gala held at the International Conference 
Centre, Abuja. He defeated 2015 winner, 
Gabon and Borrussia Dortmund of Germa-
ny player, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, 
and Sadio Mane of Senegal and Liverpool 
FC to the coveted award.

Mahrez was the Algerian Footballer of 
the Year in the 2015–16 season, the 2016 
PFA Players’ Player of the Year in England, 
and was a member of the Premier League 
PFA Team of the Year as he helped Leices-
ter City win the Premier League last year.

He began his career as a youth player 
for French club AAS Sarcelles. He turned 
professional in 2009 with Quimper, where 
he played for only one season before mov-
ing to Le Havre, spending a total of three 
years with them. He initially played for 
their reserve team before becoming a 
first-team regular.

In January 2014, Mahrez signed for 
English side Leicester City, helping them 
win the Football League Championship 
and promotion to the Premier League at 
the end of his first season. Mahrez made 
his international debut for Algeria in 2014 
and represented his country at the 2014 
FIFA World Cup and the 2015 Africa Cup 
of Nations.

One of the high points of the night 

Riyad Mahrez: The crown 
king of African Football

ANTHONY NLEBEM was the presentation of the CAF Platinum 
Award to Nigerian President Muham-
madu Buhari. The Sports Minister Mr. 
Solomon Dalung represented the presi-
dent.  CAF President, Alhaji Issa Hayatou 
Globacom and the Kaduna State Deputy 
Governor, Professor Hafiz Abubakar, pre-
sented the trophy and certificate.

Nigeria won four awards namely: 
Women’s National Team of the Year which 
went to the Super Falcons, Most Promising 
talent of the Year was won by Manchester 
City playmaker, Kelechi Iheanacho, Youth 
Player of the Year picked by Arsenal’s Alex 
Iwobi and Woman Player of the Year won 
for the second time by Asisat Oshoala.

Winners in other categories include: 
Dennis Onyango who won the Africa 
Player of the Year, based in Africa, the 
Referee of the Year won by Gambia’s 
Bakary Gansama, National Team of Year 
won by Uganda, Club of the Year won by 
Mamelodi Sundowns of South Africa and 
Coach of the Year which went to Pitso 
Mosimane of Mamelodi Sundowns.

The Football leader of Year went to 
President of Guinea Bissau Football Fed-
eration, Manuel Lopez Nacimento while 
Emile Mbonu and Laurent Pokou picked 
the legend awards.

In his message to the continent at the 
event, Globacom’s Chairman, Dr. Mike 
Adenuga Jr, (GCON), represented by the 
company’s Coordinator, Business Enter-
prise Group, Mr. Folu Aderibigbe declared 
that the Glo-CAF Awards has grown 
exponentially to become the biggest and 
most prestigious sports award ceremony 
in Africa. 

He noted that the silver jubilee edition 
was  “dedicated to honouring our foot-
ballers who through the years have been 
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representing the continent and flying the 
African flag across the world. Through 
thick and thin, they have made the conti-
nent proud and left indelible marks on the 
sands of time. Unlike the previous editions 
when only the stars of the past one year 
were celebrated, tonight, the glory will be 
shared by all the icons of African football 
in the past twenty five years.”

Dr. Adenuga also commended African 
players for their diligence.  He said: “From 
street soccer to school games, local leagues 
to continental leagues and world tourna-
ments, African footballers, whether play-
ing on bald pitches with their bare feet 
or trading tackles in the best turf in any 
football arena, have always discharged 
themselves creditably.”

On his part, CAF President, Dr. Issa 
Hayatou commended Globacom for its 
support towards the development of Afri-
can football over the years. He stated that 
the partnership between Globacom and 
CAF, which began in 2005, has elevated 
the annual awards gala to a world-class 
event.

The 2016 CAF Awards was replete with 
frills and thrills. The event was headlined 
by African music legend, Femi Kuti and 
featured first-class music and entertain-
ment stars from several African countries 
including Diamond Platinumz of Tanzania, 
Muffinz from South Africa and Nigeria’s 
sensation, Flavour who set the Interna-
tional Conference Centre venue of the 
gala agog with the appearance on stage of 
an Igbo masquerade which danced to his 
cultural track, “Gbo gan gbom”.  Other per-
formers on the night included Omawumi, 
Yemi Alade and Reekardo Banks from 
Nigeria as well as Benin Republic diva, 
Sessima.

N
igeria midfielder 
John Obi Mikel has 
become the latest big 
name player to join 
the Chinese Super 

League after saying goodbye to 
Chelsea for Tianjin Teda.

Mikel quits 
Chelsea for 
Chinese Super 
League side 
Tianjin Teda

ANTHONY NLEBEM

… to earn N54m a week salary

Mikel passed a medical in the 
port city some 130 kilometres 
from Beijing and the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation confirmed 
the deal on Friday.

The 29-year-old, who spent 
more than a decade at Stamford 
Bridge, was given a free transfer 
by the London club and will earn 
£140,000  ($173,432) that is over 
N54 million a week in China, 
according to local media reports.

Serbia midfielder Nemanja 
Gudelj moved to Tianjin from 
Dutch club Ajax on Thursday 
and Mikel joins former English 
Premier League standouts Oscar 
and Carlos Tevez in moving to 
China over the last week.   



Nigerian stars shine at Glo-CAF Awards 2016

T
he likes of Kelechi Iheanacho, 
Alex Iwobi, Asisat Oshoala 
and the Super Falcons on

Thursday night in Abuja 
picked up four of the awards 

at the Glo-CAF Awards 2016 for out-
standing football personalities and 
teams in 2016.

While no Nigerian player made it to 
the final shortlist of three in the Afri-
can Player of the Year Award category, 
Super Falcons forward Asisat Oshoala 
made the day for Nigerians.

Oshoala won the 2016 Women’s 
Player of the Year Award to cap an 
exciting year when she won the top 
scorer award at the Women’s AFCON 
in Cameroon.

The Arsenal Ladies FC player scored 
six goals in helping Nigeria to the Af-
rican title, their eighth title from the 
competitions past 10 editions.

She beat Elizabeth Addo of Kvarns-
vedensik and Black Queens of Ghana, 
and Gabrielle Onguene of Rossyanka 
and Indomitable Lionesses of Camer-
oon, to the award.

Her team, the Super Falcons, picked 
the 2016 Women’s National Team of 
the Year Award, beating Cameroon and 
South Africa in the process.

Arsenal FC and Super Eagles for-
ward Alex Iwobi also won the 2016 
Youth Player of the Year Award, while 
Kelechi Iheanacho joined in making it 
a glorious night for Nigeria
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The Manchester City and Super 
Eagles forward won the 2016 Most 
Promising Talent of the Year Award.

Both Iwobi and Iheanacho also made 
it to the substitutes bench in the Africa 
Finest XI team, which had 11 starting 
players and seven substitutes.

The Awards organisers, the Con-

federation of African Football (CAF), 
also honoured President Muhammadu 
Buhari with the CAF 2016 Platinum 
Award.

However, Riyad Mahrez of Algeria 
and Premier League Champions Leices-
ter City won the day’s most prestigious 
award, polling 361 votes to win the 

2016 African Player of the Year Award.
He defeated 2015 winner Pierre-

Emerick Aubameyang of Gabon and 
Borrusia Dortmund striker who had 
313 votes in second place while Sadio 
Mane of Senegal and Liverpool came 
third with 186 votes.

Dennis Onyango of Mamelodi Sun-
downs and Uganda won the 2016 
African Player of the Year (Based in 
Africa) Award.

In second place was Khama Billiat of 
Mamelodi Sundowns and Zimbabwe, 
while Rainford Kalaba of TP Mazembe 
and Zambia came third.

Uganda won the 2016 National Team 
of the Year Award by beating Senegal 
and DR Congo, while Mamelodi Sun-
downs of South Africa won the 2016 
Club of the Year Award.

The 2016 African club champions 
beat TP Mazembe of DR Congo and 
Zesco United of Zambia to the award.

The CAF Champions League win-
ners’ coach, Pitso Mosimane, won the 
2016 Coach of the Year Award, while 
Bakary Gassama of The Gambia won 
the 2016 Referee of the Year Award.

Laurent Pokou of Cote D’Ivoire 
won the 2016 African Football Legend 
Award, while the Football Leader of 
the Year Award went to Manuel Nas-
cimento, the President of Guinea Bissau 
Football Federation.

The 2016 Awards, which marked the 
Silver Jubilee of the CAF Awards in-
ception, was as usual accompanied by 
musical performances from renowned 
artistes.
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Glo-CAF Awards: Football pundits hopeful for better performance

S
easoned Sports pundits have expressed 
satisfaction on the performance of Ni-
geria at the just concluded 2016 Glo CAF 
Awards and hope that soonest a Nigerian 

will be crowned African Player of the Year.
Algeria and Leicester City’s Riyad Mahrez 

was crowned the 2016 African Player of the 
Year at the 25th edition of the Glo-CAF Awards 
held in Abuja.

Meanwhile, members of the Nigerian football 
family picked up four of the awards at the pres-
tigious Glo-CAF Awards 2016 for outstanding 
football personalities and teams in 2016.

While no Nigerian player made it to the final 
shortlist of three in the African Player of the Year 
Award category, Super Falcons forward Asisat 
Oshoala made the day for Nigerians.

A cross section of Football Stakeholders 
expressed mixed feelings at the outcome of the 
awards.

Amaju Pinnick, the President of the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF) said: “Overall it was 
not a bad outing; out of the nine awards, at least 
we won four and there are 54 countries in the 
African continent.

“We are happy, we are fulfilled, we thank God 
and want to thank Glo for bringing the awards 
once again to Nigeria.

“We are not happy we aren’t going to the 
Nations Cup. I am really sad because I am not 
just the president of the NFF but also a fan of the 
Super Eagles, which makes it really hard for me.

“But we want to try and compensate Nigeria 
by going to the World Cup; not just going to there, 
but making our presence felt and breaking new 

…as Oshoala, Iwobi, Iheanacho, Super Falcons win laurels

ANTHONY NLEBEM

grounds when we get there.
“So, by God’s grace, we will make Nigerians 

very proud come Russia 2018,” Pinnick said.
Gbenga Elegbeye, the former Director-

General of the National Sports Commission (NSC) 
said winning the African player award was all 
about personal commitment and hard work on 
the part of the players.

“Whatever you are doing, you must take it 
seriously. I don’t think it is a Nigerian thing.

“Those boys are not playing in this country, 

they are in Europe and their counterparts are 
also there playing. So, they must give their best.

“Also, they must aspire and strive to play for 
better clubs with pedigree,” he said.

Elegbeleye was, however, optimistic that the 
future was bright for our young and emerging 
talents.

“The future belongs to the likes of Victor 
Moses, Oghenekaro Etebo and the rest of them.

“Hopefully, in the next two or three years, 
Nigeria will win the African Player of the Year 

award; that’s what I am looking forward to,” he 
said.

John Fashanu, an ex-international, said it was 
a good thing that Nigeria was hosting the Awards 
for the second consecutive time in Abuja.

“That’s indeed a wonderful accolade for us. 
Unfortunately, none of our players made it to the 
top three of the most prestigious African player 
of the year award.

“Victor Moses who would probably have 
made it couldn’t because we are not in the Africa 
Cup of Nations.

“Also, we are not developing our youths as 
we were before.

“We must, however, congratulate our ladies 
because when we talk about Nigerian football, 
people say we are not doing well, but we are.

“Our women have been fantastic and have 
indeed made us proud; the issue is with our men, 
we have to develop,” he said.

Daniel Amokachi, another ex-international 
and former assistant coach of the Super Eagles 
said Glo must be given kudos for embracing the 
true embodiment of what CAF is and stands for.

“All the players that have been nominated in 
a couple of seasons have all shown and indeed 
proven to be stars and gladiators of the African 
continent.

He said Nigeria would, in a matter of time, 
be among the contenders for the African player 
award, adding that there was no Nigerian player 
who did much last season.

“But in the 2016/17 season, we have Moses, 
Iwobi and Kelechi Iheanacho who are on fire this 
season and hopefully we will see them in the top 
three next year,” he said.
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The natural law of languages: 
Use it—or lose it (2)

L
anguages survive and thrive when 
their owners consciously update 
and expand them and pass them 
on to their children. Take the 
nations of Europe: many of them 

are smaller than many ethnic nationalities 
of the ECOWAS region. And yet they have 
continually updated and expanded their 
national languages by capturing in them the 
entire learned culture of Europe including 
its mathematics, science, medicine and 
literature. This is no accident but a result of 
persistent application of conscious policy 
over the years. 

Similarly, all of the world’s learned culture 
is available for adoption into any African 
language and nationality that is up to the task 
of survival through update and expansion.

How is this to be done? Let’s take it as a 
series of steps.

STEP 1: Accept the challenge of language 
conservation and acquisition outlined in Part 
1 of this article, namely: train up all children 
in their mother-tongue; in the language of 
the locality in which they reside; in one major 
indigenous language of their nation; and in 
both English and French. This applies not 
only to West Africa but to all the presently 
French-speaking and English-speaking  
countries of the entire continent.

STEP 2: Translate all translatables into the 
chosen language. Be judiciously selective. 
Translation is as powerful as virtually 
anything the human mind has conceived. As 

outreach, it carries on the wind all human 
thoughts, discoveries and projections and 
scatters them like seeds to the far corners of 
the globe. As intake, it brings home to every 
locality a rich foreign harvest that roots in the 
soil and enriches the local production as well 
as the language that conveyed it. 

For centuries, the world’s great works of 
literature have circulated in translation. The 
literary classics of every culture, insofar as 
they are known beyond their native borders, 
are known in translation. Publishers tout the 
popularity of every book by the number of 
copies sold and the number of languages into 
which it has been translated. The foundation 
texts of the world’s major religions are 
known mostly in translation. The advances in 
science and technology, whether epochal or 
miniscule, are quickly transmitted, translated 
and domesticated globally. 

Those anxious that their language should 
not die should learn from this ancient practice 
of translation. They should embark on a 
comprehensive campaign to preserve, update 
and expand their language as follows: 

•	 Translate	 into	 their	 language	 the	
novels, poems, plays, short stories and essays 
written in other languages by members of 
their ethnic nationality. 

•	 Do	 the	 same	 for	works	written	by	
fellow-citizens from other ethnic nationalities.

•	 Do	 the	 same	 for	 their	 folktales,	
proverbs, festival songs, songs of praise, songs 
of abuse, prayers, chants, jokes and other 
utterances which scholars have collected 
and written down in English, French or 
Portuguese. 

•	 Continually	collect	and	write	down	
more of these traditional oral literatures in 
their language. 

•	 Tape-record	 and	write	 down	 the	
conversations and speeches of the most 
eloquent, especially the elder men and 
women.

•	 Systematically	translate	works	from	
the global repertory of science, technology, 
literature and business so they can be read 
and understood and enjoyed in the chosen  
language. In doing so, the team of translators, 
an enlightened intelligentsia, will adapt and 
domesticate some foreign words and invent 
some new words. This, for instance, is how 

the “romance languages” of Europe tinkered 
themselves together using the Latin language. 
Ancient Greek is everywhere in the vocabulary 
of Europe’s physical, biological and social 
sciences. And the patch-patch work of gluing 
together Celt, German, French, Greek and Latin 
is visible all over the English language.

Translating all known knowledge into 
a language is the perfect guarantee for the 
conservation and survival of any language.

STEP 3: As much as possible, produce new 
literature, television programs and movies 
in the indigenous language; then, to reach a 
larger public, translate them into the major 
indigenous languages of the country and the 
continent, plus English and French. 

In this regard, the great Kenyan writer and 
philosopher Ngugi wa Thiong’o has set the 
pace: some three decades ago he decided 
thenceforth to write all his works first in 
Gikuyu, then translate them into English. That 
way he helps keep Gikuyu alive while at the 
same time reaching a global reading public.

Nigeria’s Yoruba Nollywood movie 
industry has followed a similar policy: 
produce in Yoruba and add subtitles (written 
translations) in English. Trouble is that 
subtitles are not always legible against the 
variegated visual background, their letters 
are too tiny, and they change too fast for 
moderate-to-slow readers, who constitute 
the majority. This is a world-wide failing of 
subtitles. Yoruba Nollywood should have 
better success with “dubbing”—audio 
translation, voices speaking the dialogue in 
whatever the chosen language.

In contrast, Nigeria’s Igbo Nollywood 
movie industry has become “all-English.” 
But again, this failing can and should be 
remedied with audio-dubbing, making each 
and every movie accessible to any language 
on earth that desires it. 

As we have seen, then, the bulk of the 
world’s literature, science and thought 
has circulated for centuries in translation, 
and continues to do so. With the powerful 
cultural engine of translation providing 
both input and output, aided by computer 
technology that makes so many impossible 
things possible, there really is no excuse for 
cultural isolation or relegation of any ethnic 
nationality or language.
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Week
Quotes of the

Antivirus software depends on the virus 
definitions to identify malware. That is the 
reason it updates on the new viruses defini-
tions. Malware definitions contain signatures 
for any new viruses and other malware that 
has been classified as wild. If the antivirus 
software scans any application or file and if 
it finds the file infected by a malware that 
is similar to the malware in the malware 
definition. Then antivirus software termi-
nates the file from executing pushing it to 
the quarantine. The malware is processed 
accordingly corresponding to the type of 
antivirus software.

It is really essential for all the antivirus 
companies to update the definitions with 
the latest malware to ensure PC protection 
combating even the most latest form of mali-
cious threat. 

Signature-based detection - This is most 
common in Traditional antivirus software 
that checks all the .EXE files and validates 
it with the known list of viruses and other 
types of malware. or it checks if the un-
known executable files shows any misbehav-
iour as a sign of unknown viruses.

Files, programs and applications are basi-
cally scanned when they in use. Once an ex-
ecutable file is downloaded. It is scanned for 
any malware instantly. Antivirus software 
can also be used without the background 
on access scanning, but it is always advis-
able to use on access scanning because it is 
complex to remove malware once it infects 
your system.

Blogs
From the 

“We must deliver on infrastructure that is better than 
what is available in the Federal Capital Territory. We 
must aim at generating revenues much more than 
Lagos without putting unbearable tax burden on our 
people. We must therefore aim at developing our 
institutions because in the cause of this workshop, we 
shall be working on six thematic areas, which are the 
key pillars of our goal for the state.’’ Godwin Obaseki, 
Edo State Governor.
“The seat where Osinbajo is sitting should have been 
Tinubu’s but Nigeria’s political culture frowns at Mus-
lim/Muslim or Christian/Christian presidential ticket; 
that was why Osinbajo was brought in as a necessity, 
not as a foundation. Tinubu projected himself to be 
the Vice President to Buhari. No matter how badly 
the arrangement has now turned, the VP should not 
be treated poorly”. Dotun Hasan, president, Yoruba 
Youth Council (YYC).
“By weathering the storm in all stages of the competi-
tion, the Super Falcons displayed an uncommon spirit 
of patriotism to Nigeria. You have not only earned 
yourself a place in our history and advanced your 
careers as athletes, but your victory today is a vic-
tory to all Nigerians.We are proud of all the players 
and members of the technical crew more especially 
Florence Omagbemi, who made history as the first to 
win the championship as a player and a coach”. Yakubu 
Dogara , Speaker, House of Representatives.

Numbers
N49bn
The ban on vehicle importation through the land 
borders as well as the review of other fiscal items may 
have forced the Federal Government to reduce the 
projected revenue from the Nigeria Customs Service 
by N48.8bn in the 2017 fiscal period.

N47.6m
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 
has slammed a N47.6m fine on the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria for various regulatory breaches.


