
With this summative assessment students will be asked to reflect on the era of the 1920s as a time period of 
cultural change. They will identify five “artifacts” that reflected major cultural changes of the 1920s and then 
they will discuss the way in which those artifacts reflected cultural change. 

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8-11!

Supporting Question ● How was the era of the 1920s a time period of cultural change? 

Summative Performance 
Task

Students will create an artifact exhibit that showcases 5 artifacts from the 1920s era 
that reflect the cultural changes that took place during that time period. 

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

8.4e After World War I, the United States entered a period of economic prosperity 
and cultural change. This period is known as the Roaring Twenties. During this 
time, new opportunities for women were gained, and African Americans engaged in 
various efforts to distinguish themselves and celebrate their culture.

Content Specifications 
(NY State)

8.4e -  Students will examine the reasons for and effects of prohibition on American 
society
8.4e.2 - Students will explore the changes in American culture after World War I, 
including an examination of the Harlem Renaissance and other changes in New 
York City.
8.4e.3 - Students will examine examples of World War I and postwar race 
relations, such as the East St. Louis riots, the Silent March, and the Tulsa riots.
8.4e.4 - Students will examine how the economic practices of the 1920s contributed 
to the coming of the Great Depression.

Sources: Student Sources:
● If using the classroom version, teachers should print a copy of all of the 

handout for students. 

Teacher Sources:
● Artifact Exhibition Slides - This includes the directions for students, 4 

examples of exhibition slides from other eras, and directions for a print 
version of the exhibit

● Printed Handout for students with directions and rubric 
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Before Class...
❏ PRINT AND COPY all of the handouts for students (unless utilizing the fully digital version). 
❏ DETERMINE How you would like students to complete this assessment and make the necessary edits. 

There is a ton of explanation included in the sideshow that goes beyond the directions included in this 
lesson plan. Definitely look there also. (NOTE: If you think that the idea of cultural change might be too 
complex for your students you can change it to a more general primary source curation. In that case, 
students would collect primary sources that best reflect the time period of the Roaring Twenties. The 
exemplars and directions would need editing.)



Lesson Plan Great for grades 7-9!

Handout the directions and and rubric to students. Guide students through the first two pages of the 
packet while utilizing the corresponding slideshow for reference. By the end of the class, students 
should have chosen the five topics that they would like to use to create their exhibit. (40 min.)

For the second day, have students focus just on finding the artifacts that correspond with the topics 
they have chosen. I have students start with a blank Google Slides document and have them create 5 
slides. Then, as they find a document that might work, they can add those documents to the 
slideshow. I also remind them to keep track of the links by adding them to the notes section. 
(Teachers might also consider Canva for this project.) (40 min.)

For the remainder of the allotted time, students should work to add in their summaries and cultural 
connections. This will be the most difficult portion of the project. I find that displaying the questions 
students are required to answer with their paragraphs really helps to direct student focus. (Teachers 
can display slide 4 from the directions slideshow for this purpose.) Secondly, if students are stuck on 
making a cultural connection they can look up their particular topic with the words “cultural change.” 
It will typically bring up some articles that can use to help them generate ideas. (3-4 class days)

Procedure for Class...
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