
A movement called QAnon has been in the news lately, and if you know nothing about it, this Wired 

Word lesson can be an introduction. Unfortunately, QAnon is built on conspiracy theories, some of 

which are quite grotesque and possibly dangerous, and it sometimes masquerades under some aspects 

of Christianity. The purpose of this lesson is to remind ourselves of the Bible's unflinching loyalty to 

truth.  

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which opens with news of how a community, 

led by care providers in a neonatal intensive care unit at a hospital in Lake Charles, Louisiana, came 

together to care for the small and the weak among them. We explore how God cared for us in our 

weakness, and how we are called to extend the same compassionate care to the weak and the small in 

our world. 
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In the News 

Have you noticed something called QAnon in the news lately? It's been labeled a conspiracy theory -- or 

perhaps a family of conspiracy theories -- and it fits that description. But what makes it a matter of 

concern to Christians is that it sometimes uses Bible quotes and other aspects of Christianity to support 

its bizarre claims. And it has risen to the level of news because more than a dozen people running for 

Congress as well as a few currently elected officials have expressed some degree of support for QAnon 

theories.  

The basic theory QAnon touts is "that a secret cabal in government, the media, and other influential 

institutions is engaged in child sex trafficking, cannibalism of a sort, and the usual conspiracist bugbear 

of world domination and human sacrifice," explains Bonnie Kristian, a columnist at Christianity Today. 

One sub-theory alleges that there's footage of Hillary Clinton and her aide "ripping off a child's face and 

wearing it as a mask before drinking the child's blood in a Satanic ritual sacrifice," Kristian says. 

Other conspiracy theories being promoted by and through QAnon, include that 5G radio waves are used 

for mind control, that Bill Gates is related to the devil, that masks can kill you and that the germ theory 

isn't real. 

The movement began with an October 2017 post on the anonymous imageboard 4chan by "Q," who 

was presumably an American individual, but subsequent posts under that designation probably came 

from a group of people. Q claimed to have access to classified information involving the Trump 

administration and its opponents in the United States. NBC News found that three people took the 

original Q post and expanded it across multiple media platforms to build internet followings. Others 



believe that it is part of Chinese and Russian efforts to spread social unrest in the United States by 

injecting narratives designed to increase distrust.  

The original post predicted that Clinton would be arrested and massive riots would break out 

nationwide on October 30, 2017. But when no such things occurred, those who bought into the claim 

concluded not that the prediction was wrong but that the cabal interfered with it happening. With that 

kind of assumption by those already convinced, the failure of the strange predictions to occur does not 

hinder the growth of belief in and support for QAnon's "prophecies" or, as they are called within the 

movement, "drops." 

"The cabal is QAnon's version of the Fall -- its explanation for what's wrong with our world" says Kristian. 

"Q is the movement's John the Baptist. Drops are its Scripture. And Trump is its messiah, ostensibly 

working at great personal cost to defeat the cabal and usher in a new age of American greatness," 

Kristian says, though there's no record of President Trump himself making that claim. His public 

comments about QAnon thus far have been limited to "I don't know much about the movement other 

than I understand they like me very much, which I appreciate," which he said during a White House 

press briefing in response to a question about the group.  

QAnon's parallels to Christianity even include an apocalyptic prediction of a "storm" or "Great 

Awakening" in the future when all will be straightened out. 

Writing in Baptist News Global, Bible teacher Aaron Coyle-Carr points out that part of the popularity of 

QAnon is that like all good lies, Q's narrative contains a dose of truth. 

"Take, for example, Q's basic claim that there is a dedicated syndicate of elites running this country for 

their own gain," says Coyle-Carr. "There's plenty of room to interrogate the motives of our public 

officials, but it's relatively easy to see that power is concentrated in the hands of a few. Just two political 

families, the Bushes and the Clintons, have dominated American public life for an entire generation. 

Fourteen members of the House and Senate have served in the federal legislature for more than 35 

years. And while wages stagnate and unemployment soars, American billionaires added $637 billion to 

their wealth in the middle of a pandemic." 

Coyle-Carr asks, "Is it an organized cabal with Satanic motivations?" Answering his own question, he 

says,  "Almost certainly not. But it is an alarmingly unequal distribution of power." 

He also mentions the fact that many people worldwide are trapped in human trafficking.  

"This is not to say that Q is not lying about plenty of things, arguing in bad faith and making plenty of 

errors in judgment, logic and data analysis," Coyle-Carr says. "But it does suggest that we would be 

foolish to dismiss Q followers as an entire mass of unhinged lunatics. Their narrative taps into some dark 

truths about the nature of our democracy and attempts to address some of the deepest anxieties of the 

present age." 

Nor are conspiracy theories confined to political fringes. The "Trump collusion with Russia" conspiracy 

dominated large media organizations for well over a year and was believed by millions -- and is still 



believed by some. Conspiracy narratives can be useful and attractive for those who want to believe 

them. 

But like most conspiracy theories, QAnon's claims are distortions. Coyle-Carr calls them "loosely 

collected, far-ranging, bizarre and possibly dangerous."  

And Kristian is even more direct: "QAnon is predatory drivel that undermines the authority of Scripture 

and pilfers trust we owe only to Christ. American Christians have a responsibility to learn to identify it -- 

and flee." 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

QAnon Is a Wolf in Wolf's Clothing. Christianity Today 

Is QAnon a Prophet or Provocateur? And How Should Christians Respond? Baptist News Global 

Evangelicals Are Looking for Answers Online. They're Finding QAnon Instead. MIT Technology Review 

Congregations for Conspiracy Theorists? Bill's Faith Matters Blog  

Applying the News Story  

Despite how long the human race has been around, we don't fully understand why our reasoning ability 

can be so easily misled. Nor do we know why some of us seem to need to believe conspiracies, and 

others of us see truth as but one of several options for explaining why the world is as it is. We recognize 

that our emotions interplay with our reasoning and sometimes override it, but that recognition doesn't 

necessarily cause us to sort the two out. And why are some of us born skeptics while others of us are 

born believers? 

TWW team member Bill Tammeus comments, "The insidious thing (well, one among many things) about 

such conspiracy theories is that there is no good way to argue against them because if you do that you 

become part of the conspiracy that is trying to keep the truth from being known. It's a vicious circle that, 

once again, reveals the fragility of human reason." 

This lesson can't answer all those questions about human peculiarities, but it can remind us that the 

Bible indicates that the pursuit of truth can lead us to God. As Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life" (John 14:6). 

The Big Questions 

1. When do you find it easier to believe something you've been told -- when lots of information about it 

is widely available, or when you get information you might not otherwise have but now have only 

because people passing it on claim to have insider knowledge? Why? 

2. Is knowledge of absolute, objective truth -- at least regarding human interactions and relationships -- 

even possible? Or is truth always entangled in personal motivations and narratives that distort it, 

deliberately or not? How can we be assured that our knowledge of truth is "close enough" to be of value 

and to be distinguished from falsehood? 
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3. Have you ever accepted as true something you'd heard (or seen on the Internet) but later you became 

convinced that it was not true? If so, what changed your thinking? 

4. What makes you inclined or disinclined to accept theories that claim that people or groups are 

colluding in hidden ways to produce a particular outcome? What impact does your faith in Christ have 

on your inclination or disinclination in that regard? 

5. What is the essential difference between being a believer in Jesus and a believer in a conspiracy 

theory? Is it possible to be a believer in both, and what happens when the two beliefs clash? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Proverbs 6:16-19 

There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 

  haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

  a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that hurry to run to evil, 

  a lying witness who testifies falsely, and one who sows discord in a family. 

(For context, read 6:12-19.) 

Proverbs 6:12-19 includes two poems (vv. 12-15 and 16-19) that together sketch the inside and outside 

of human evil. The first poem focuses on how bodily parts can be agents of wrongdoing, and the second 

poem, quoted in full above, focuses on the sins that spring from those agents. 

Questions: Why do you think the verses above speak of God hating things that are an "abomination" to 

him? How might this biblical poem apply to the instigators of conspiracy theories -- who presumably 

know they are starting unfounded rumors? 

Matthew 10:16 (NASB) 

Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as 

doves. (For context read 10:5, 11-23.) 

Jesus said this to the Twelve as he sent them out to carry the good news of the gospel to several towns 

of Israel. Paul Anleitner, a pastor in the Twin Cities, noted that one reason QAnon appeals to some 

Christians is because it can feel like a way to live out Jesus' instruction above, to "be shrewd as serpents 

and innocent as doves." The problem, Anleitner says, "for followers of QAnon who are Christians is that 

they actually aren't being shrewd enough." For as the Christianity Today article headline reads, "QAnon 

is a wolf in wolf's clothing." 

Questions: If Jesus were sending you out on a good-news mission, what instructions do you think he 

would give you in light of your personality, needs and placement on the skepticism-gullibility scale? 

What would Jesus warn you against? Explain your answer. 



John 8:32 

... and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. (For context, read 8:31-59, especially vv. 

31-36.) 

It is amazing how confrontational this exchange is between Jesus and those whom the gospel writer 

John describes as "the Jews who had believed in him." The harshness of the interaction is obviously not, 

then, being presented as rooted in a deep-seated animosity toward Jesus; rather, it seems to erupt from 

being confronted with difficult truths about oneself. Yet Jesus did not intend these truths to be harmful. 

As the focus verse makes clear, the intent was for this truth to free them from false impressions about 

themselves. 

The truth is also freeing when it enables us to step away from unfounded claims. 

By the way, in Christianity, truth is not a dogma or doctrine but, rather, a person, Christ Jesus. 

Questions: What are some basic standards that help you establish fundamental truths? When has 

something truthful helped you abandon or reject an idea or assumption some others were passing along 

as "the real story"? How did you arrive at that truth? 

Ephesians 4:25 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of 

one another. (For context, read 4:25--5:2.) 

This passage in Ephesians speaks to more aspects of human speech than just honesty. It enjoins 

Christians from "evil talk," which in this context is contrasted with speech that "is useful for building up, 

as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear" (4:29). Notice that such truthful 

speech is limited according to the need, and that need is defined as the ability to edify rather than to 

tear down another (4:31). This requirement for truthfulness is grounded in the relationship we share as 

"members of one another." We owe others nothing more and nothing less than we would owe 

ourselves. 

Questions: In what ways does the trust established through acts of kindness and forgiveness (4:32) help 

you to hear and evaluate claims about others? Does a person's normal practice of building up rather 

than tearing down others help you put that person's claims in perspective? Why or why not? 

Does it help when you have a group you trust to help you arrive together at biblical truth? What is the 

result when there is a strong-willed individual in the group who insists a falsehood is true? 

For Further Discussion 

1. React to this, from the late Christian apologist, Ravi Zacharias: "If the truth does not survive, you may 

as well turn the lights out, because to somebody whose mind is bent towards deceit and a lie, the 

darkness becomes the light. ... truth is imperative, so critical in our times." We must demand truth from 

our political leaders, Zacharias said, and we ourselves must speak the truth, live by the truth, and model 

living by the truth. Only then will truth set us free. 



2. Respond to this, from Aaron Coyle-Carr, quoted in the "In the News" section above. He writes, "Given 

all the lies, fraud and manipulation, is there anything that can be done to stop or at least reason with 

the Q[Anon] movement? 

            "Tragically, in the opinions of many experts who study cults and conspiracy theories, the answer 

might be no. At least for those who consider themselves 'true believers,' normal methods of discourse 

have difficulty penetrating the layers of self-supporting argumentation that surround Q. For those in the 

deepest, the only way out might be their own disillusionment. 

            "But not everyone is a true believer. Plenty of people start out investigating Q cautiously, moved 

by its zeal for victims of human trafficking or intrigued by its claims to make sense of a senseless world. 

Those who are on the fence are the ones who have the best chance of being influenced away from Q 

and toward something better. But how?" 

            Coyle-Carr then offers three suggestions: 

• "First, we have to be honest, faithful and compassionate dialogue partners. No one ever has 

been shamed or lectured into changing their mind. We can begin by acknowledging all the ways 

in which Q hits close to home. We can listen to anxious hearts with compassion. We can share 

resources that don't make our conversation partner feel demeaned. 

• "Second, we can be wise. Refuting the specific claims made by Q or other conspiracy theorists is 

generally ineffective and should be avoided. We can also learn to recognize when someone is 

arguing in bad faith and refuse to waste our time and energy. We can use our resources to 

support good and ethical journalism, science and politics. 

• "Finally, those of us who identify as Christians have an obligation to tell a better story. 

Christianity has the capability to speak compellingly about the problem of evil in the world, 

God's eschatological vision and humanity's role in both. We have to stop being afraid to talk 

about sin, the demonic, repentance, and yes, even apocalypse. Q's apocalyptic vision borrows 

many of our tropes, after all. It's high time we started using them ourselves." 

3. When a conspiracy theory or cult hijacks an actual issue such as human trafficking, how, if at all, might 

that affect the attention given to addressing the real issue?  

4. Evaluate this statement: "Truth can't be absolutely known" does not mean that "nothing is true," 

although it is often taken that way.  

5. Discuss this from TWW consultant James Gruetzner:  "I first heard of QAnon a few days ago from a 

coworker.  He finds it 'entertaining' and off-the-wall in a dark way, similar to some anime and horror 

literature.  He knows at least one person, however, who does believe some of the stuff QAnon puts out, 

but to him it is obviously humorous.  He also believes that most of the QAnon posters know they are 

writing fiction, and that a fair number are from outside the United States.  (This is not his own 

'conspiracy theory,' but the impression he's gained from reading it for awhile.)  My real wonder is: Why 

is this making national news?  It is at most a small and fringe group involved." [Editor's comment: It is 

making national news because some political candidates and a few elected officials have espoused 



support for some of QAnon's ideas. It is now also present in Germany and is making international 

news.]  

6. Discuss the following: The Christian satire new site The Babylon Bee (https://babylonbee.com) 

prominently advertises and displays that it is a satire site -- yet at times people believe their stories. That 

probably reflects what a person wants to believe: If a person is for or against President Trump or Sen. 

Biden, then that person is primed to believe a story in accord with that disposition.  However, some of 

its satire this year has come so close [to reality], that people jokingly call it "America's newspaper of 

record."  To top it off, so much actual news would be considered satire a few years ago. The Babylon 

Bee just started a new site, Not the Bee, https://notthebee.com, showcasing straight-up stories which 

one would hope had been satire.  

Responding to the News 

Make a commitment to vet, to the extent possible, the truth of things you hear and read (especially 

online) before passing them along to others. One way to do this is to be sure the source is balanced in its 

presentation of ideas, and well respected in its area of knowledge. Another way is to look for 

corroboration of the stories or information in other reliable sources. 

If your own pastor has not, from the pulpit, said anything about the QAnon phenomenon and danger, 

now would be a good time to encourage him or her to help educate the congregation about it. 

Prayer 

O God, you sent your Son into the world to be for us "the way, the truth, and the life." Through his 

example and the scriptures we learn both the necessity and the complexity of truthfulness in our 

relationships with you, others and with ourselves. Help us to be open to the fullness of truth, even when 

the consequences may be difficult. Grant us wisdom to discern when the "whole truth" is not being told. 

In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Other News This Week 

During Hurricane Laura, Hospital Staff and Community Pull Together to Care for the Small and the 

Weak 

The Wired Word for the Week of September 6, 2020 

In the News 

Early Thursday morning, August 27, Hurricane Laura struck southwestern Louisiana, as the strongest 

hurricane ever recorded in the state since 1856. The Category 4 storm, with high winds of 150 mph, 

killed 35 in Haiti and the Dominican Republic and at least 23 in the United States, caused an estimated 

$8.7 billion in damage, and completely destroyed some of the infrastructure that supplied hundreds of 

thousands of people with power. Authorities notified customers that some may not see power restored 

for weeks or months. 
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As Lake Charles, Louisiana, a community of 80,000, prepared for the worst, Dr. Juan Bossano, the 

medical director of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Lake Charles Memorial Hospital for 

Women (MHW) coordinated the efforts of a team of 14 nurses, two neonatal nurse practitioners and 

three respiratory therapists to care for their patients.  

Hours before Laura made landfall, the staff had to evacuate the babies and three mothers by 

ambulance, because, while the women's one-floor medical facility was built to withstand hurricane force 

winds and had its own generator, it could not provide protection against the 9-15 foot storm surge that 

was expected to inundate the area. According to hospital administrator Alesha Alford, the ten-story 

main hospital on the north end of Lake Charles seemed a safer site to ride out the storm. 

Moving tiny, fragile patients (some born premature, weighing one or two pounds), many dependent on 

respirators, incubators or ventilators, or eating through a feeding tube, required coordinating a team of 

doctors, nurses, officers from the sheriff's department and others.  

"We had 19 NICU babies with four on ventilators, some of them very sick, and we were out in two 

hours," Alford said. "I have never seen something work so quick and so smooth for something that was 

unexpected."  

"It went as smooth as could be because we had everyone helping," she added. 

Upon relocating to the larger hospital, the staff pushed mattresses up against the windows to "protect 

the babies" from flying glass if the approaching storm broke windows. Powerful wind gusts shook the 

building, but the windows held.  

"It was scary for everyone," Alford said. "When the winds got so bad, we had to move our patients into 

the hallways. Staff were sleeping in the hallways with patients." 

Working without air conditioning in two teams on 12-hour shifts, the caregivers watched over the little 

ones through the loss of water due to heavy damage to the city's water system. 

Throughout the ordeal, Bossano and a nurse kept worried parents apprised of how the children were 

doing, since there was not enough room for family members to stay in the hospital. The babies seemed 

to weather the storm just fine, said Bossano, "better than all of us."  

Because of the lack of water, the hospital had to transfer the babies and other patients to other 

hospitals elsewhere in the state the next day. 

The staff set aside their concerns about their own families and homes in order to care for their patients, 

Bossano said. 

"It's important to know the dedication of all the nurses and the respiratory therapists to keep taking 

care of the babies when they don't even know the condition of their homes," the neonatologist said. 

"Really the nurses and the respiratory therapists are the heroes here," Bosanno added. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 



'Protect Our Babies:' Hospital Cares for Babies in Hurricane Laura. CBS Austin 

Louisiana Hospital Staff Stayed Behind to Care for 19 Babies as Hurricane Laura Hit. CNN 

Applying the News Story  

When we reflect on how God cared for us in our helplessness and weakness, we are challenged to 

consider how we might extend the same compassionate care to the weak and the small in our world. 

The Big Questions 

1. When, if ever, have you been in a situation that required the mobilization of many resources to 

rescue the weak and helpless? What happened? 

2. Recall a time in your life when you were small, weak and/or helpless. Who, if anyone, cared for you? 

What reward, if any, did that caregiver receive for taking care of you? 

3. Give an example from the Bible of how God relates to the small and the weak. 

4. What would you be willing to risk in order to help someone who is not in any position to reward you 

for your sacrifice? 

5. Have your own small children or grandchildren ever been in life-threatening situations? What, if 

anything, were you able to do to protect them? Did you feel helped or abandoned by God at the time? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Genesis 45:19 

[Pharaoh said to Joseph,] "You are further charged to say, 'Do this: take wagons from the land of Egypt 

for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.'" (For context, read 45:16-28) 

Genesis 46:5-7 

Then Jacob set out from Beer-sheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, their little ones, 

and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. They also took their livestock and the 

goods that they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and they came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring 

with him, his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters; all his offspring he 

brought with him into Egypt. (No context needed.)  

When natural disaster threatened the lives of people and animals during a severe seven-year famine in 

Egypt (Genesis 43:8), Pharaoh heard that the brothers of Joseph, his administrator in charge of hunger 

relief, had come from the land of Canaan. Pharaoh ordered that the brothers be given provisions and 

the means of transport for their families, including their wives and children, and their elderly father. 

Joseph had a personal reason to want to help his relatives. Pharaoh's motivation for lending a hand may 

have been both personal and political: He may have developed genuine affection for Joseph as a friend, 

and he may have wanted to show appreciation for the way Joseph helped his nation when the Egyptian 

people were weak and vulnerable. Whatever his reason, Pharaoh realized that without Joseph's help, 
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Egypt would have been in deep trouble. So Pharaoh helped Joseph's family when they were imperiled by 

the famine. 

Pharaoh had the wisdom to understand that at a time of crisis that enveloped the entire world as he 

knew it, everyone was in the same boat. In order to make it through, they would all need to work 

together. 

Psalm 72 records a prayer for God to bless the just king who "delivers the needy when they call, the 

poor and those who have no helper," who "has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of 

the needy" (vv. 12-13). 

Questions: What is the proper role of government with regard to the most vulnerable people in its 

jurisdiction during a crisis? Given the psalmist's prayer, how should we pray for our current leaders and 

for the upcoming election? 

2 Samuel 4:4 

Saul's son Jonathan had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the news about 

Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled; and, in her haste to flee, it 

happened that he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth. (No context needed.) 

After King Saul and his son Jonathan were killed on the field of battle, the unnamed nurse caring for 

Jonathan's young son risked her life in a perilous time to get Mephibosheth out of harm's way. Although 

he was injured in the escape, she did save his life. 

Question: What parallels and differences, if any, do you see between this incident and the one 

described in the news article above? 

John 10:11-13 

[Jesus said,] "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired 

hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 

and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a 

hired hand does not care for the sheep." (For context, read 10:1-15.) 

In this chapter, Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd who is willing to lay his life down for the 

sheep, in contrast with a hired hand, who will not risk his own safety when the sheep are in danger. 

Questions: How is Jesus' relationship with the sheep different from the hired hand's relationship with 

them? What do you think motivated the NICU staff to put themselves in harm's way for the sake of their 

19 wee charges, when they were employees or "hired hands," not parents of the babies in the NICU? 

Matthew 10:40, 42 

[Jesus said,] "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. ... and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 

disciple -- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward." (For context, read 10:40-42.) 

Matthew 25:40 



[Jesus said,] "And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.'" (For context, read 25:31-46). 

In these two passages from the gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the same truth: that the way we treat 

"little" people, "the least of these," reflects the way we treat Jesus and the God who sent him. In the 

Matthew 25 passage, "the least of these" are the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, the outsider or 

stranger, the imprisoned. 

Luke wrote about the same principle when describing the conversion of Saul when he was on the road 

to Damascus, "breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord." He said that Jesus 

appeared to Saul, asking "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" And when Saul asked who he was, he 

replied, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting" (Acts 9:1-5). Essentially, Jesus identified so thoroughly 

with his disciples, that he felt every attack on them as an attack upon himself. 

Questions: Describe a time when you recognized the face of Jesus in someone who was hungry, thirsty, 

ill-clothed, sick, unwelcome, under attack or imprisoned. When have you offered "a cup of cold water to 

one of these little ones," from whom you could expect nothing in return? What did that experience 

teach you about God? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Listen to Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones recite the hymn text, Who Is This, So Weak and Helpless? Then 

discuss the mystery of the incarnation of God made flesh, who lived among us. Why did God take the 

form of a weak, helpless and defenseless baby? What does that tell us about God's concerns and 

priorities? 

2. Reflect on this hymn text, "Hold Thou My Hand: So Weak I Am, and Helpless," about which Elaine Reid 

of Nottingham, United Kingdom, wrote "I remember ... that even as a small child there was something 

comforting about this hymn. Today as a Christian it reminds me of God's bigness and my smallness; of 

my inadequacies and His all sufficient grace." 

            TWW writer Joanna Loucky-Ramsey says she grew up with the children's hymn, "Jesus Loves Me," 

which begins with the verse: "Jesus loves me, this I know, For the Bible tells me so, Little ones to him 

belong, They are weak, but he is strong." The text, written by Anna Bartlett Warner, first appeared in 

1860 as a poem recited to a dying boy in a book by Anna's sister Susan. 

            Loucky-Ramsey says that song helped her feel safe when she was young, even though it described 

the way she felt about herself, as one of the smallest and weakest children in her family and in the 

neighborhood: "little" and "weak." But somehow she absorbed the assurance that she belonged to 

Jesus, and that he was and is strong enough to protect and care for her. 

            What other hymn texts remind you of the God who cares for you though you are weak and small? 

3. Do you ever think people who live in harm's way (hurricanes, tornadoes, volcanoes, floods, etc.) are 

unworthy of outside help? Why or why not?  
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4. When children of people seeking asylum in the United States were separated from their families and 

placed in cages, how should the church have responded? What should the church be doing now to make 

sure those children are cared for? 

5. Authorities indicate that Hurricane Laura destroyed or severely damaged much of the infrastructure 

that supplies water and power to hundreds of thousands of customers in Louisiana and Texas. 

Rebuilding may take a long time; meanwhile, people are without electricity for light, refrigeration of 

food and life-sustaining medicine, air conditioning, charging of phones, access to computers for school-

age children or adults, hospital respirators and other equipment. This event has already dropped from 

the top line news, yet people are suffering, and will be for weeks and months, if not longer. How can we 

ensure that we don't lose sight of those in need? 

Responding to the News 

Listen to "Jesus Loves Me" by Sandi Patty (14:15). What does this version reveal about God's care for us 

throughout life? 

Prayer Suggested by Psalm 103:13-14; Hebrews 4:15-16; Romans 8:26; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; Romans 

5:6 

We thank you, Yahweh, that you are a God who has compassion for your children, for you know how we 

were made; you remember that we are dust. Thank you that we have a high priest in Jesus who is able 

to sympathize with our weaknesses. Thank you for giving us your Spirit, who helps us in our weakness. 

Since you have been patient and compassionate with us in our weakness, teach us to extend your grace 

to others by helping them in their weakness as well. For the glory of the One who died for us when we 

were too weak to save ourselves. Amen. 
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