
When it comes to 
getting students to 
write stories that will 

keep readers or 
listeners on the edge 

of their seats, 
nothing beats a 

good old-
fashioned SCARY 

STORY. This 
Halloween Narrative 
Writing Unit is perfect 
to help your kiddos 

write super scary 
stories! 
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ELEMENTSIn this narrative writing 
unit, students learn 

about the elements of 
a scary story. 

Over the years, I had 
my kids write scary 

stories. But I was 
disappointed by the 

majority of the stories I 
got. So, I developed a 

formula that worked for 
me.

It's just two magic 
words:

CHOICE and TOOLS.
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SCARY STORY
I like to begin this unit 
with the PowerPoint
on How to Write a
Scary Story. It has
slides about all the
elements, but also
includes slides on

great beginnings and
endings. You can 
pick the slides you

want your class to see
depending on their
writing experience 
and grade levels.
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PLOTSStudents have 10 
choices of plots.  I like 
to  put them in a tub 
or little basket and 
have the students 
pick the plot they

want to write about.
Other teachers have 
told me that they put 

them in a bag and 
have the kiddos draw 
a plot,  The decision is 

really up to you.
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SCARY SETTINGS
Next, students select their setting.  There are 9 

. There is an optional setting graphic 
organizer which you can use. This organizer is more 

suitable for kiddos in grades 3 and up. 



CHARACTERS
Next, students pick 2-3 characters for their story.  There 

are 24 . There is an optional 
character graphic organizer which you can use. This 

organizer is more suitable for kiddos in grades 3 and up. 



SCARY STORY
Finally, students
select 3 item

cards to include
in their story.

There are 27 to
choose from, but
don’t put them all
out at one time, 
or just select the  
ones you want 
your kiddos to 
choose from. 
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ORGANIZERThere are numerous 
graphic organizers 

included in the 
product.  Although
none of them are
mandatory, I do

suggest having the 
students complete 
this one after they 
have selected all 

their cards.
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WORD LISTS
There are numerous word lists the kiddos can use.  
These lists help because they give students choice 
in the words they use in their stories, but also, they 

are not always asking how to spell a word.



Scary Stories are
filled with

. If you
wish to teach

your kids this skill,
you can use this

graphic
organizer along

with the
word list.
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SUMMARYBefore you have your 
students actually write

their story, you may 
wish to have your 
kiddos in grades 3 

and up complete a 
STORY SUMMARY 

graphic organizer.  
Like all other 

organizers in the 
product, this is an 

optional step.
Next, students begin
writing their stories.
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SCARY
Depending on the 
experience of your 
students, and time, 
you may want to 

have students 
write first drafts.

These decorative
pages are to be
used for the final

product.
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RUBRICOf course, we 
don’t evaluate all 

of our students’ 
writing, but if you 
wish to evaluate 

these stories, there 
is a rubric  
included.

I have my students
score themselves 
and then I score 
them and write 

comments.  
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There is a digital version  of  everything included in 
the printed product.  Here, students drag and 

drop their selections onto the  page.



DIGITAL VERSION
There is a digital version  of  everything included in 

the printed product.  Here, students drag and 
drop their selections onto the  page.



ORGANIZERS
All of the graphic organizers have text 

boxes the students can type into.



WRITING PAGEFinally, there 
are different 
decorative 

pages for the  
students to 
type their 

final stories. 
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RUBRIC & CHECKLIST
There  is also a  rubric and 
checklist students can use.
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