
 

                
      

 
             

  
  

               
             

        
 

              
         

            

          

              

        

           

         

          

              
 

               

              

          

              

             

          

                  
 

           
     

Connecting  to  Personal  Experience  
Module:  Shared  Reading  

Content  Activity: Adult  Reading  Partner  
Big Idea: 

• Adults help students connect the content of books (words and pictures) to their 
personal experiences. 

Guiding Statements: 
• I make comments that connect the books we read to my students’ life experiences. 
• I encourage my students to make their own connections with the words and 

pictures or tactual information in the books we read. 
Directions 
Select all the strategies adult reading partners might use to support students in making 
personal connections to the characters or topic in a book. 

Provide a wide variety of books that represent many topics. 

Relate the story to places the student has been. 

Maintain open communication with home so you are aware of home experiences. 

Provide a definition for an unfamiliar vocabulary word. 

Relate the story to the student's family and friends. 

Relate the story to a student's feelings. 

Make a prediction about what will happen next. 

Relate content to something students learned in a different subject (e.g., math, 
science). 

Show pictures of the student participating in an activity related to the book. 

Relate the story to a holiday or special occasion the student has experienced. 

Relate the story to a student's known interests. 

Make comments that review what happened at the beginning, middle and end. 

Make a comment about your own personal connection to the book. 

Make a comment that compares or contrasts two items. 

Make a comment about how an event in the story is the same or different than the 
student's experience. 

Provide books that have pictures/illustrations/tactuals that show others with 
disabilities and/or the supports they use. 
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