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Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams or 
draw them into your exercise book. 

Reg Sprigg and the Ediacaran fauna  

In Australia, the most famous site for a wide range of fossils is the 

Ediacaran Hills in the Flounders Ranges of South Australia. A South 

Australian geologist, Dr Reg Sprigg (1919–94), discovered what is 

now believed to be the oldest group of multicellular organisms that 

are ancestors of all the life that followed. Artist impressions of them 

are shown in Figure 1 and 2. Sprigg found the fossils in 1946 when 

he was just 26 years old and published his findings. 

In 2004, the International Commission on Stratigraphy finally 

recognized a new geological period, which they named Ediacaran. 

The Ediacaran period is the first new geological period to be named 

in the past 120 years. It spans 635–542 million years ago and is the 

first ever to spring in the Southern Hemisphere. The Ediacaran Hills 

are now part of the Flinders National Park.  
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Practice Exercise 33A: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling of 
terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 
1. Recall the contribution that Regg Sprigg made to palaeontology. 

You can start your answer like this: 

Dr Regg Sprigg in 1919 – 1914 discovered …………………………………………………. 

 

2. Explain the significance of the Ediacaran fossil finds. 

You can start your answer like this: 

Ediacaran fossil finds are significant because……………………………………………… 

 

 
 
You should be able to develop an understanding of Regg Sprigg’s contribution to the study of 
palaeontology and why Endiacara Hills is a very famous fossil sites. 

 


