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tewardship Ministry is a great blessing to the church and church members.
It is practical instruction based on the Word of God regarding the adminis-

tration of material goods.  

There are people within and outside the church who are facing financial cha-
llenges. This is not uncommon, where materialism promotes the idea of a per-
son’s value. It is associated with his economic condition and the amount of
goods he possesses.  Influenced by this concept, a large part of society has
made materialism the center of their existence. This is the reason we see mi-
llions of people trying to amass money at any cost, even illegally. A good number
of such individuals, resort to irresponsible actions thus becoming indebted.
Some have neglected their health and that of their family. Sadly, their spiritual
relationship with God is affected and they engage in disobedience, infidelity, and
spiritual dishonesty. 

Also, professing Christians are touched by the desire to gain more. However,
the Word of God contains a great amount of principles that represent divine
wisdom concerning the manner in which God’s children ought to manage their
money. Nevertheless, there are many believers today who find themselves ens-
laved by their debts and consumerism. 

This series of lessons titled, Prospering in all Things, is a humble attempt at
placing biblical principles regarding Christian Stewardship within reach of
church congregations, and each member. Through these resources, our faith
in God can be strengthened and our trust in His plan will lead to faithfulness to
God and generosity toward His work. God will fulfill in us what He has promised
in Matthew 19:29, when He said, “[You] will receive a hundred times as much
and will inherit eternal life.”

The Stewardship Ministry of the Inter-American Division owes a debt of gra-
titude to the following Inter-American authors and editors who made this mate-
rial possible with their generous assistance in writing and editing the lessons:
Dr. Ismael García Amparo, Dr. Winston Hiciano, Dr. Jorge García, Pastor
Vladimir Polanco and Pastor Alejandro Medina.

S

!Introduction
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I want to encourage each pastor, church elder, board of directors, and Ad-
ventist families to make plans to study these topics during congregational mee-
tings, in small groups, or in individual homes. I also want to encourage you to
share your financial blessings with your friends. It is my hope that by doing these
things, the church will be strengthened spiritually, and many people will be drawn
to Christ and His message.

It is my wish that these lessons will change lives. May God bless you as you
study these lessons and accept a warm and spiritual embrace.

Your brother and servant of Christ, 

Dr. Roberto Herrera
Stewardship Ministry Director 
Inter-American Division 
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PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

LESSON
01
The importance of
financial planning
for the family
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“Forethought is of far more value than afterthought—when a neglect of
wise calculation and careful management is plainly seen to result in fai-
lure,” (Counsels on Stewardship, pg. 274.2).

!INTRODUCTION:

Financial planning is a topic that has become increasingly important in family
life. Possibly, due to the fact that many families have sunken into financial crises
while others try to stay creditable as a result of bad financial choices. There is
also an awareness to the need for a financial plan and management in order to
live a more fulfilled life.

Financial planning involves a way of organizing our money. Therefore, it is a
responsibility that every member of the family ought to learn and carry out, if
they desire to have control over their income.  In his book, Family Finances: How
to Find Financial Security and Reach Your Dreams, David Back explains, “Just
like in many other aspects of our lives, the first place we should start under-
standing finances is in our home. Relatively, few of us have grown up in homes
where our parents talk freely about family finances-at least, never with children
at dinner time. As a result, most of us have grown up without knowing anything
about money, including how to talk about it with the person with whom we have
chosen to spend the rest of our lives.”

THE IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR THE FAMILY

!TO THINK OVER:

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? For
if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees
it will ridicule you, in saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t
able to finish” (Luke 14:28-30).

!KEY THOUGHT:
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When creating a financial plan, it is important to start with the current fa-
mily’s financial situation. What is the total income and expenses? What are the
debts? What is the amount of savings? What other hidden expenses are there?
In order to facilitate these questions, one should establish short and long-term
goals which will allow for the measuring of financial progress and or relapse.
The planning consists of a detailed outline in order for one to reach the desired
goals. The questions to ask are, how can we increase the income? how can our
expenses be reduced? how much must be put aside for saving? and what should
we invest in? After taking these questions into consideration, it is obvious that
finances require planning, dedication, decision-making, sacrifice, self-control, and
perseverance. The results of being disciplined when dealing with financial issues
are contentment, peace of mind and rewarding. On the other hand, the results
of not planning financially can include, loss of peace, debt, sparseness and bro-
ken relationships, among other things. 

!THE BIBLE AND PLANNING  

The Bible points towards transformation in the life of anyone who gives Jesus
control of his/her life (2 Corinthians 5:17). For the Apostle Paul, this change
began with a modification in his way of thinking, which is becoming conscious
and understanding that this world contradicts the lifestyle that God has pro-
posed for us. For this reason, the Bible says, “Do not conform to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will”
(Romans 12:2 NIV.). This verse makes it clear that the world is not aligned with
the will of God, and therefore, we cannot continue thinking or behaving in the
same manner as those of the world. Ephesians 4:17-32, tells us as Christians
to not follow in the same path as the rest of the world, this includes the way the
world suggests that we use money. Once we give our lives to Christ, we die to
self and receive a new life in the Lord (Galatians 2:20-21). Therefore, it is ex-
pected that in all that we do, including the way we handle our money, we must
do it to the glory of the Lord (1 Corinthians 10:31).
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!IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY PLANNING

1. Having a financial plan helps us to obey the Lord. Many families and
individuals have become financially tangled, which has pushed them into
a strained relationship with God. The lack of planning is more often the
cause of many falling prey to their impulses and greed. We must never
forget that according to the Bible, money is a strong competitor in occu-
pying the place in our lives that belongs to God (Luke 16:13). This means,
that if we don’t take control of our finances, it will take control of us and
damage our relationship with God. Families that don’t have a planned
method for managing their money, don’t return tithes to God. Frequently,
a simple observation of these same families shows that they are also not
generous in giving offerings to the church, which means that they have
fallen into a vicious cycle of selfishness. It is interesting to note that the
root of serious spiritual problems has to do with the lack of financial plan-
ning.

2. Having a financial plan brings order to the family. God’s word teaches
us a powerful principle in order for things to go well in our life, “Let all
things be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40, KJV). It’s as
simple as this, many families are in financial problems due to the chaotic
way they live. Families resort to prayer and fasting as a way to help. This
is good, but they also need to develop a financial plan as a way out. Plan-

ning is more than just defining a method or struc-
ture, it is a series of steps in order to

achieve a certain result. There are families
that don’t know how much they make

or how much they spend. There are
others that buy things instead of pa-

ying off their debts or saving their
money to invest. All of this is due to a
lack of organization. Occasionally, chil-
dren ask for things without under-
standing the financial impact on the
family, and when parents cannot

THE IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR THE FAMILY
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appease it causes tension in the family. This is characterized as a lack of
order that can be corrected if the family finances have a financial plan.
The Bible clearly teaches in Luke 14: 28-30, that every process that in-
volves money should be planned. 

3. Having a financial plan unifies the family. Materialism places excessive
value on money and what it can buy which leads to consumerism. Indivi-
duals buy obsessively to make themselves happy. This type of behavior up-
sets family living together and divides its members. At times, couples are
not in agreement on how to use their money. They are each led by their
impulses which can result in disputes, arguments, disrespecting one
another, division in the family, and even divorce. On the other hand, homes
where the families are planning financially, both income and expenses are
everyone’s responsibility, and no one is interested in spending or making
decisions without the knowledge of the other members. There is harmony
in an environment like this and the unity of the family is strengthened. The
Word of God emphatically promotes the unity of the family (Ephesians
5:21-28; 6:1-4), and finances can become a fertile ground for many issues
that can damage the unity of the family. 

4. A financial plan permits for the fundamental needs and desires of
the family to be met. Meeting the needs of the families is one of the grea-
test responsibilities. The Bible says, “Anyone who does not provide for their
relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever.” (1 Timothy 5:8, NIV). Creating a family finan-
cial plan ensures that the needs of the family members are met. The fa-
mily prioritizes its needs and is careful when spending their income to
keep the finances under control. A family financial plan is not controlled
by desires, but by reasoning and seeking guidance from God, spouse, chil-
dren and the extended family members if they are a part of the home. 

5. A family with a financial plan involves all in the financial process, re-
sulting in mutual trust. The Bible states in Romans 14:12, that each in-
dividual will have to give account before God. It is difficult for a wife to
completely trust her husband when she is not aware of how much he
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earns or how much debt he has. The same applies to the husband when
his wife hides the things she buys or the money she has. It is good for the
children in the home to be taught how to budget the money they receive
in allowances, gifts or from working. It should come as no surprise that
frequent arguments and fights occur within families who don’t openly
share how their money is managed or spent.

A family that has a financial plan and is open about how much money is
earned and spent creates a pleasant environment in the home. The chil-
dren are able to see their parents working together to meet the financial
needs of the home. A financial plan allows for the detection of any risky
deviations and quickly correct any bad investments that have been made. 

!CONCLUSION

Financial planning is a tool that contributes to accomplishing goals and preven-
ting surprises and anxiety in economic matters. Every family should have a plan
for their finances and another for their investments. This plan must include dis-
cipline in saving, which will provide a backup for any unforeseen situations. 

We should make a plan that is in harmony with the Word of God, being faith-
ful to all of His instructions and remembering God’s

work and those in need when we are planning.
Doing this, we will confirm what the Bible says,

“The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, with-
out painful toil for it.” (Proverbs 10: 22, KJV).

THE IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR THE FAMILY

PROSPERANDO EN TODO OK.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  10:44 AM  Page 12



PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS / 13

!DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Read the following texts and note what they state in re-
lations to what God thinks about planning: Jeremiah 29:11;
Galatians 4:4; and Psalms 33:10-11
2. Read Luke 14:28-30 and discuss what it teaches in re-
lations to the need for a plan for the administration of
money. 
3. Genesis 41:33-36 registers the advice that Joseph pro-
vided to the Egyptian Pharaoh when facing an extraordi-
nary situation in the near future.  According to Joseph’s
advice, what are some fundamental aspects for financial
planning? 
4. Read the following statement, “All should learn how to
keep accounts. Some neglect this work as nonessential,
but this is wrong. All expenses should be accurately stated”
(The Adventist Home, pg. 374.4).
5. Read Proverbs 19:21 and ask, what does this text say
in relationship to the limitations of our plans? 
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LESSON
02

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

The Bible and money

PROSPERANDO EN TODO OK.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  10:44 AM  Page 15



16 / PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

“The Bible does not condemn the rich man because he is rich; it does not
declare the acquisition of wealth to be a sin, nor does it say that money is
the root of all evil. On the contrary, the Scriptures state that it is God who
gives the power to get wealth. And this ability is a precious talent if con-
secrated to God and employed to advance His cause. The Bible does not
condemn genius or art; for these come of the wisdom which God gives.
We cannot make the heart purer or holier by clothing the body in sack-
cloth, or depriving the home of all that ministers to comfort, taste, or con-
venience”, (Counsels on Stewardship, pg. 138.2).

!INTRODUCTION

Money is one of the most important topics in the Bible. Thus, the administration
of money is a fundamental element of our spiritual experience. Therefore, it is
imperative that each family ask for divine direction when making their daily pur-
chases. 

The Bible makes references to economic terminologies such as money, gold,
silver, riches, possessions, among others, more than two thousand times. The
former reveals that God is interested in how His creation administers the re-
sources He has permitted us to have.

!TO MEMORIZE:

“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability
to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to
your ancestors, as it is today.” (Deuteronomy 8:18).

!KEY THOUGHT:

THE BIBLE AND MONEY 
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The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand how God, as our Creator,
granted us the capacity to generate income, and how He expects us to use the
economic resources given to us for His honor and glory (Deuteronomy 8:18; 1
Corinthians 10:31). Additionally, some advice is provided on the benefits of
wisely managing our money. 

!WHAT IS MONEY GOOD FOR?

Money is a method of exchange used to buy goods and services.  Most things in
this world can be expressed in monetary units. A home, a car, property, clothes,
household appliances, like many other material goods, are valued in money.  In
today’s world, money is not only available in cash and coins, but also through
debit and credit cards, bank transfers, among other methods. Money allows us
to buy that which is useful and satisfies our needs. Money is valuable and nec-
essary. It is a resource that helps us improve our quality of life. Money is not
health, but it allows us to purchase healthy foods that contribute to our overall
health and physical well-being. 

Money pays for educational services that help people become skilled citizens.
Hence, it is necessary to manage our money with prudence and also appreciate
it for the necessary resource that it is and not the most important aspect of
our existence. The Bible rebukes the love of money, because, it is the root of all
evil (1 Timothy 6:10). The stories of Achan, Ananias and Sapphira, recorded in
Joshua 7 and Acts 5:1-11, indicate that as human beings, we must be cautious
not to covet material goods or love money more than God. As Christians, we
must avoid becoming too attached to money, seeking to accumulate it at the
cost of sacrificing our spiritual life, family, and health.

Satan tells his evil angels, “Go, make the possessors of lands and money
drunk with the cares of this life. Present the world before them in its most
attractive light, that they may lay up their treasure here, and fix their affections
upon earthly things” (Counsels on Stewardship, page 154.3). This statement im-
plies that the enemy of souls seeks to divert the minds of God’s children from
the acceptable use of money and material goods. We live in an era where people
believe that human success equates with wealth. However, the Bible declares
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that life does not consist solely of the quantity of ma-
terial possessions accumulated (Luke 12:15),

but in knowing God and fulfilling His will in our
lives (John 17:3).

Since God’s Word advises us to be wise
when using money, it is necessary that we
consider the place money should have in
our lives.  “When God entrusts man with

riches, it is that he may adorn the doctrine
of Christ our Savior by using his earthly

treasure in advancing the kingdom of God in
our world” (Counsels on Stewardship, page

27.4).  In order to accomplish this, it’s important
that we follow the advice found in Luke 14:28, and prepare a plan to manage
the money we earn.

As part of this plan, the first portion of money earned should be dedicated to
God, who is the Giver of everything we receive. That is why we return one tenth
of our income, and in gratitude give our offerings (Leviticus 27:30, Deuteronomy
16:17). The Bible offers abundant practical solutions for the administration of
financial resources that can help us prosper economically.

!BENEFITS OF REMAINING FAITHFUL

Take a moment to reflect on what the Bible says about money, then answer the
following questions, what is money to me? and what place does it have in my
life? With God's help, choose to use the money wisely that He allows you to re-
ceive. Do not let yourself be seduced by the radiance that money emanates, but
instead consider these things you see as temporary and that which you do not
see as eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18). Money is important, but your salvation is
more than this world offers. 

Understanding the Bible’s teachings concerning money, how to manage it
and its purpose in our lives, will allow us to enjoy an unrivaled security and tran-

18 /PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

THE BIBLE AND MONEY 
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quility. This protects us against the consumerist tendency of the society we live
in, and helps us to better organize our lives, so that we can be prepared for the
second coming of Jesus.

!CONCLUSION

Money is a very important topic in the Bible. The way financial resources are
used reveals a lot about human nature. Therefore, it is important to understand
that money is a form of worshiping God. Following the biblical recommendations
regarding money helps us better organize our lives and take advantage of the
monetary blessings that the Lord gives us.

Earning money from honest hard work is a blessing from God. Prospering
economically is not something that the Bible condemns. We must be cautious
with not allowing money to become the most important aspect of our existence.
Persistently seeking out ways to make money can become a sin. Therefore,
Jesus said that we “cannot serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24).  Believers must
serve God and thank Him for the money He provides.  As believers we are to
ask Him to help us follow the guidelines within His Holy Word, so that we may
be able to properly manage our financial resources. 

!CASE STUDY

Francisco is a member of the church who regularly attends every Sabbath.  He
has been blessed by God with a good job, which has given him the opportunity
to start a small business dedicated to selling basic consumer products. The
business has experienced significant increase in sales. As a result, Francisco
bought a new car and remodeled his house. Even though Francisco is a faithful
believer, some leaders of his congregation think that he runs the risk of becom-
ing materialistic and straying from the gospel. Other members of the church
believe that Christians should not become wealthy, as this can become an ob-
stacle in a person’s commitment to God. 
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Should Francisco be grateful to God for his eco-
nomic success and not think that his abilities in
business are the real cause of his prosperity? Cite
some biblical text to support your answer.
2. What should Francisco be careful of? Please
support your answer with Biblical passages. 
3. Is it a bad thing for God’s children to prosper fi-
nancially, or is it better for them to be poor and
depend on God to send blessings?

20 /PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS
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LESSON

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

03
God’s managers
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“Those who love God supremely will realize that they are rich beyond com-
putation in the wealth that God gives them.... Man possesses nothing to
which he has an exclusive right. He does not even own himself; for he has
been bought with a price, even the blood of the Son of God. Christ has a
claim on all the property in our world. He can set in operation a train of
circumstances which will sweep away the accumulated gain of years. He
can also call in needed help for His children” (In Heavenly Places, pg.
302.2).

“Let all who claim to be Christians deal wisely with the Lord’s goods.
God is making an inventory of the money lent you and the spiritual advan-
tages given you. Will you as stewards make careful inventory? Will you ex-
amine whether you are using economically all that God has placed in your
charge, or whether you are wasting the Lord’s goods by selfish outlay in
order to make a display? Would that all that is spent needlessly, were laid
up as treasure in heaven” (This Day With God, pg. 85.3).

!INTRODUCTION

The Bible teaches that God has entrusted human beings with abundant bless-
ings which must be used wisely and remember that one day, we will all have to
account for the way in which we administered them, whether good or bad. We
must not forget that this is a world full of abundance, which has its source in
God. Therefore, it is important to consider two fundamental facts:

!TO MEMORIZE:

“The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom
the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food al-
lowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom
the master finds doing so when he returns.” (Luke 12:42-43, NIV).

!KEY THOUGHT:

24 /PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS
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1. God is Creator of all that exists. At the beginning of this world, nothing
was in existence. According to the biblical account, "The earth was without
form and void" (Genesis 1:2); from there God created everything from
nothing. However, all that He created (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25,
31) was very good and for the abundant enjoyment of human beings. 

Ellen G. White says, “Every good thing of earth was placed here by the
bountiful handof God as an expression of His love to man” (Testimonies
Treasure, vol.3, pg. 403.2). 

2. God is the owner of everything that exists. Moses, the great lawgiver
of the Old Testament, said, "To the Lord your God belong the heavens,
even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it" (Deuteronomy
10:14). There is nothing in this world that we can consider our property;
actually, we have been bought by His blood, “human beings are the Lord’s
property by creation and by redemption.” (Counsels on Health, pg.588.4).
by creation and by redemption.” (Counsels on Health, pg.588.4).

!THE BIBLICAL SENSE OF WEALTH

Throughout the history of this world, we see a permanent interest on God’s be-
half for the welfare of the human race. In Genesis, God made a promise to bless
Abraham. One of the hardest lessons for us to learn, is that our well-being is di-
rectly linked to our dependence on God. According to the Scriptures, it is God
who gives each individual the power to generate wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18).
However, the divine blessing goes beyond material resources; God's way of show-
ing His love extends to many other areas of life. It is interesting to note that the
happiest people are not necessarily the ones with the most money. The wealthy
lacks peace of mind as they seek to conserve or increase their fortunes.

God has reserved abundant blessings for His children who obey him. We
don’t obey because we want the blessings but because we love Him (God). Loving
God results in our lives being richly blessed with gifts that only God can give.

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS / 25
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As God’s creation, we have been provided with the necessary skills to carry
out his work. It is good to always keep biblical principles in mind when fulfilling
our duties. In the book, Your Money Counts, Howard Dayton states that "As the
principles of God's economy are applied, you will begin witnessing the decrease
in debts, spend your money wisely, start saving for future goals, and be able to
give a portion to those whom need it most. The Bible offers real solutions to
today's financial problems.”

!GUIDELINES FOR BEING FAITHFUL ADMINISTRATORS 

The book of Proverbs is an inexhaustible source of wisdom. In one short passage
there appears concepts such as planning, saving, debt and generosity, among
other things. “A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed
is better than silver or gold. Rich and poor have this in common. The Lord is the
Maker of them all. The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep
going and pay the penalty. Humility is the fear of the Lord; its wages are riches
and honor and life. In the paths of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, but those
who would preserve their life stay far from them. Start children off on the way

26 / PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS
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they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it. The rich
rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender” (Proverbs 22:1-7,
NIV).

The following guidelines for managing money are derived from the above
Bible text:

1. Avoid debt. Debt is a type of modern slavery. The Bible states that a
borrower becomes the servant of the lender (Proverbs 22:7). Millions of
human beings live under constant pressure due to the enormous amount
of debt they have incurred. The house you live in does not belong to you,
the car you drive is not yours, the clothes you wear, you don’t own; and
even the food you consume, you pay using a credit card. Sadly, we have
not learned to keep our expenses within the limits of our income. Our
minds become consumed with thoughts on how to resolve these commit-
ments; which steals our peace, and we end up not having time for God or
our family. 

2. Organize your expenses. Make sure you do not spend money in ad-
vance or as soon as you get it. You must know how much your regular in-
come is and in advance, decide how you are going to spend it. Some
people think that if they increase their income, their problems will be re-
solved; but, it's not always that simple. As your income increases, your
needs do as well. He who does not know how to live with little, will hardly
know how to live with much. The secret is to learn to live with what you
have or within your means. Jesus Christ declared, “Suppose one of you
wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to
see if you have enough money to complete it?” (Luke 14: 28).

3. Make a savings’ plan. The Bible highlights the benefits of being pre-
pared. The book of Proverbs takes a lesson from nature by observing the
behavior of ants, “Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up
their food in the summer” (Proverbs 30:25, NIV). King Solomon goes on
to say that this behavior deserves to be imitated, “Go to the ant, you slug-
gard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer
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or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its
food at harvest” (6:6-8, NIV).

The author shares this personal
experience done in his home
about saving, ‘In my home we
follow a very simple plan we
learned some time ago. We
keep a plastic container full of

coins worth ten pesos (approximately 50 cents), we add pesos as we get
them. When the bottle is full, we end up with a significant amount of coins.
We would then separate, wrap the coins and put them in a savings fund.
Only in an emergency situation can these funds be used’.  

4. Create a budget. Those who do not have a financial plan are more likely
to fall into debt and aimless spending. Creating a budget will help you: 

a. Understand where your money is going.
b. Prioritize and adjust expenses.
c. Control your spending.
d. Identify debt.
e. Have a savings plan.
f. Make provisions for the future. 
g. Make adjustment to your lifestyle. 

Review the Biblical advice found in Luke 14:28-30, one more time. We
can only be certain that our finances are at a healthy state when our in-
come is greater than our expenses.  

5. Plan for your future. Have you ever stopped to think that, one day, you
will no longer have the same physical ability to work and produce as much
money as you do now? One day you will not receive the income you cu-
rrently earn.  Have you planned for when this happens? There is wisdom
in taking a monthly percentage out to save for the later stages in life, when
the ability to earn income decreases. In his book, For the Couple, Julián
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Melgosa recommends the following in order to prepare for this stage of
life:

a. Adopt a simple lifestyle.
b. Prepare your home for retirement. 
c. Acquire a home. 
d. Invest your savings. 

6. Put God first. Scripture points out the applicability of seeking first the
kingdom of God and His justice (Matthew 6:33), which results in blessings
of temporal things that are necessary for human subsistence. There are
some elements that God has used to prove the loyalty of His creation. For
example, the forbidden tree in the garden of Eden. Currently, the one-tenth
of income that we receive should be reserved for Him, in addition to do-
nations and offerings. 

The tithe is, the tenth of our income or earnings and it is the property
of God. This is why not returning tithe is considered robbing (Malachi 3:8).
In the past, as a way of acknowledging that all material goods belong to
God, a tenth of thfruits of the earth and of the livestock were returned to
God. Man is responsible for managing all of thegifts given to him by God,
with the exception of tithing, since it belongs to God and should be re-
turned. Tithing is simply an act of honesty in returning to God what already
belongs to him. It is not to be determined by the individual person, but by
God himself.

Offerings are required to be given. The giver however, has to be
willing to offer to God his monetary gift. Moses expressed giving
in the will of God by saying, “Tell the Israelites to bring me an
offering. You are to receive the offering for me from everyone
whose heart prompts them to give” (Exodus 25:2).  It consti-
tutes a recognition of divine manifestation
by granting human being life, providing for
their needs, and lavishing them with bless-
ings. Offering is an expression of gratitude for
each person individually towards God, who gives
to us so generously. He is the owner of all. 
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7. Be generous. Another of the topic discussed in
the Bible is that of generosity. This word is closely

related with others, such as detachment, char-
ity, and mercy. The apostle Paul once advised
the wealthy during his time, not to put their

trust in their riches, which are uncertain, but he
instead invited them to place complete trust in

God, who gives abundantly for the enjoyment of all.
Additionally, Paul exhorts to help those in need and do good.  Be rich in
doing good works and practice giving (Acts 20:35, 1 Ti-mothy 6:17-18).

!CONCLUSION

The Bible is our guide to salvation. It is also a guide to our happiness on this
earth. It is worth listening to the words written in it and also to memorize the
wise advice given concerning the administration of our lives. Remember that
the Bible offers true solutions to the financial problems we might face today.   

!A SUGGESTION:

Review each principle from this lesson. How many of these do you prac-
tice? To begin a new experience with God today, what do you need to do?
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!FOR REFLEXION:

“Is this quote the sentiments of your heart? “I am wholly Thine, my Savior;
Thou hast paid the ransom for my soul, and all that I am or ever hope to
be is Thine. Help me to acquire means, not to expend foolishly, not to in-
dulge pride, but to use to Thine own name’s glory” (Counsels on Ste-
wardship, pg. 46.1).
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. After reviewing the two introductory concepts, do
you know what you own?
2. As a manager of all of God’s resources, do you
frequently consult with His Word to specifically re-
view His guidance for the administration of fi-
nances?
3. Read Proverbs 22:1–7 and try to identify useful
principles for administrating from a divine perspec-
tive. 
4. From the 7 guidelines that this lesson reviewed,
how many are part of your Christian experience?
How many do you need to incorporate? What other
guidelines that were not mentioned would you add
to intentionally improve this aspect of your life?

32 / PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

GOD’S MANAGERS (ADMINISTRATORS)

PROSPERANDO EN TODO OK.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  10:44 AM  Page 32



PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS / 33

PROSPERANDO EN TODO OK.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  10:44 AM  Page 33



PROSPERANDO EN TODO OK.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  10:44 AM  Page 34



LESSON
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04
The three threats of 
modern society
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“He who looks at earthly things as the chief good, he who spends his
life in an effort to gain worldly riches, is indeed making a poor investment.
Too late he will see that in which he has trusted crumbling into dust. It is
only through self-denial, through the sacrifice of earthly riches, that the
eternal riches can be obtained. It is through much tribulation that the
Christian enters the kingdom of heaven. Constantly he is to war the good
warfare, not laying down his weapons until Christ bids him rest. Only by
giving all to Christ can he secure the inheritance that will endure through
all eternity” (This Day with God, pg. 152.5).

“When temporal matters absorb the mind and engage the attention,
the whole strength of the being is engaged in the service of man, and men
look upon the worship due to God as a trifling matter. Religious interests
are made subservient to the world. But Jesus, who has paid the ransom
for the souls of the human family, requires that men shall subordinate
temporal interests to the heavenly interests. He would have them cease
to indulge in hoarding up earthly treasures, in spending money upon luxu-
ries, and in surrounding themselves with all those things which they do
not need. He would not have them destroy spiritual power, but directs
their attention to heavenly things” (Lift Him Up, pg. 128.2).

“Why should I fear when evil days come, when wicked deceivers surround
me—those who trust in their wealth and boast of their great riches? No
one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for them-- the
ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough.” (Psalms 49:
5-8, NIV).

!TO MEMORIZE: 

!KEY THOUGHT:
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!INTRODUCTION

In today’s society, there are many financial challenges for individuals and families
which place their relationship with God at risk. Some people are aware of the
challenges while others are not. We will be analyzing three of these challenges: 

!MATERIALISM

I recently opened my computer with the purpose of purchasing something online.
I was immediately bombarded by 1,329 promotional ads that popped up, many
of them were enticing.  Marketing ads know how to get our attention, and once
they have it, they make us believe that in order to be happy, we need whatever
they have to offer. 

According to the English language dictionary, one meaning for this word is,
“A tendency to consider material possessions and physical comfort as more im-
portant than spiritual values.” It is a perspective in life that treats all material
goods with supreme importance to the detriment of our spiritual lives.

Individuals who place emphasis on material goods get the impression that
it’s the only way to receive happiness. This is seen through the advertisements
the world places on things. John Mathews believes, that modern technology has
made it possible to "get things" from any part of the
world, and that materialism is a sophisticated
and insidious system that offers temporary
satisfaction, but not the greatest security.

This materialistic  thinking is not new,
Job expressed it this way, “If I have made
gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold,
Thou art my confidence; If I rejoice because
my wealth was great, and because mine
hand had gotten much; If I beheld the sun
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when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; And my heart hath been se-
cretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: This also were an iniquity to
be punished by the judge: for I should have denied the God that is above” (Job
31:24-28, KJV).  Holy Scripture also makes references to those who chose to
trust in their possessions and boast about their riches (Psalms 49:6).

Solomon cautions, “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless. As goods
increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the ow-
ners except to feast their eyes on them? The sleep of a laborer is sweet;
whether they eat little or much, but as for the rich, their abundance permits
them no sleep”, (Ecclesiastes 5:10-12, NIV).  How much is needed to be happy?
No matter how wealthy a person is, one always wants more.  The more one has,
the more one worries.  

! CONSUMERISM

According to the Language Dictionary, consumerism is defined as the “immo-
derate tendency to acquire, spend, or consume goods, that are not always nec-
essary.” No matter how much you have, it's never enough. To make matters
worse, consumerism is presented as a means to achieve happiness, success,
and greater recognition.

Some time ago, while watching a television program discussing different
types of vehicles, a phrase caught my attention, “What you have defines who

you are.”  Do you see the deception? We are
bombarded from every angle, we are cons-
tantly offered things with no down payment
and low interest, special discounts, monthly
payments, et cetera. The ads are invented to
convince us that the offers are essential for us. 
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!IMMEDIATE SATISFACTION

“Sanchism,” in this context represents the idiosyncrasy of the Hispanic popula-
tion, who seek to find their identity in earthly and materialistic interests, wanting
immediate physical satisfaction. This idealism is characteristic of Don Quixote’s
peculiar companion, Sancho Panza, hence “sanchism”, is nothing other than the
ancient hedonistic philosophy. Fabio Ciarramelli tells us that “Advertising, trans-
formed into propaganda, pushes us into that “Advertising, transformed into
propaganda, pushes us into an unrestrained reality, for a satisfaction that we
must enjoy and enjoy right in that moment in a spectacular way. It leads us into
a conformity of un-extendable expectation, which is otherwise insatiable”. 

Instant is the key word today. We want and do everything fast. We have fast
food, instantaneous communication li   ke WhatsApp, instant transferring of
monies from our bed, purchasing of goods online and collecting them in an hour
or two and fast money like winning the lottery. Within our homes we can view
the world with a push of a button any time of the day. These along with others
have contributed to many of us becoming an impatient and irritable generation. 

!CONCLUSION

If an adult doesn’t have a bicycle, he wants one; if he has a bicycle, he then wants
a motorcycle; he buys a motorcycle and then he wants a car, and so this cycle
of spending goes on and on.  It’s not enough to settle with the material goods
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one has, more is always desired.  In the case of children, the story remains the
same, but with toys and or smaller objects. The incongruity of our 21st century
world is that it has tried everything and is still not satisfied. Thus, the following
Biblical teaching brings so much relevance when it states that a man’s life is
not made up of the abundance of material goods he may possess (Luke 12:15).

!A SUGGESTION:

Determine what your priorities and values are and evaluate your spending
habits in accordance with these.  Read the Bible text, “But seek first his king-
dom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well”
(Matthew 6:33). 

It is important that we place our trust in God and not in the riches of this
world. “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope
in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment” (1 Timothy
6:17, NIV).

Money and material possessions can become traps that steal peace and
keep one at a distance from God. What God has blessed us with, we should
find in them joy and fulfillment. “But godliness with contentment is a great
gain” (1 Timothy 6:6, NIV). We place more value in things and not God. We
are more concerned with the here and the now, instead of the life to come.
Remember, “In the midst of prosperity lurks danger. Throughout the ages,
riches and honor have ever been attended with peril to humility and spiri-
tuality. It is not the empty cup that we have difficulty in carrying; it is the cup
full to the brim that must be carefully balanced. Affliction and adversity may
cause sorrow, but it is prosperity that is most dangerous to spiritual life. Un-
less the human subject is in constant submission to the will of God, unless
he is sanctified by the truth, prosperity will surely arouse the natural inclina-
tion to presumption” (Conflict and Courage, pg. 194).
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Have you thought about how today’s marketing
strategies influence you as a person?
2. Read the following texts: Deuteronomy 6:8; 1 John
2:17 and 1 Samuel 16:7; extract 5 principles from
this lesson that can protect you from falling into the
trap of materialism, consumerism, and short-term
satisfaction. 
3. Consider this, Are you more passionate about the
world, or about God? 
4. Am I willing to surrender my pride and ambition to
God?
5. Am I ready to recognize my need of God?
6. Am I willing, if necessary, to sacrifice momentary
pleasure for wealth that is truly real and joy beyond
satisfaction?
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“When we love God supremely, temporal things will occupy their right
place in our affections. If we humbly and earnestly seek for knowledge and
ability in order to make a right use of our Lord’s goods, we shall receive
wisdom from above” (The Adventist Home, pg. 372.2).

INTRODUCTION

We live in a society that is bombarded by messages that convince us to pur-
chase things we don’t actually need. Many go into debt and sacrifice some of
the most essential aspects of life in order to keep up with the demands of chang-
ing trends and newer technology. It is important to lay out a plan that allows for
responsible management of all earnings and expenses. This is what is known as
a budget, a tool that is key to resisting the temptation of spending in an erratic
manner.  In the United States, we are told that only 32% of the population keep
a family budget. The primary household expenses of Americans are divided be-
tween housing (32.9%), transportation (17%), and food (12.5%).

The goal of this lesson is to approach the topic of budgeting, including its im-
portance, significance, and how it should be handled. Jesus taught us that before
spending, we must calculate our investments (Luke 14:28) so that we may
reach our financial goals, enjoy a balanced and prosperous life. (3 John 2). 

!TO MEMORIZE: 

!KEY THOUGHT:

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it?”
(Luke 14: 28). 
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!IMPORTANCE OF A BUDGET

A budget consists of “an estimate of income and expenditure for a set period of
time” (The English Language Dictionary). Everyone who manages money,
whether a lot or a little, needs a budget to avoid making poor judgement with
over spending.

The family budget shows the income or earnings that the family receives in
a pay period (weekly, bi-weekly or monthly), the bills that need to be paid, invest-
ments the family has in mind and savings. The budget can be in a digital format
or on paper. A family sets out the net income (post taxes) of expected earnings,
fixed expenses (tithe, offering, rent/mortgage, education, internet, insurance,
etc.), variable expenses (food, electricity, recreation, clothing), and the portion
set aside as savings. Ellen G. White contributes to the budget by recalling her
experience this way, “We had a large family; but we brought our expenses within
our means. We could not purchase all that we desired; we had to bind about
our wants” (Selected Messages, Book 2, pg. 191.2). It was understood in Ellen
G. Whites’ time that a budget was needed to maintain a balance between in-
come and expenses for the family, although all of their needs could not be met
at times.

Budgeting requires discipline. It must be understood and intentional to refuse
to purchase a product or service that is not part of the
financial plan. This can sometimes be painful and de-
mands great will power. This is not intended to suggest
that the budget is like wearing a straitjacket, but more
of a guide for you to better manage the money you
earn, to meet any personal and/or family needs.

Controlling how one spends and saves is a key
element to managing a budget. To control spending
means to allocate money for the basic needs of
life and the betterment of the family. The Bible
states, “Be sure you know the condition of your
flocks, give careful attention to your herds”
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(Proverbs 27:23, NIV). These words can be paraphrased
as, "Strive to control your expenses and evaluate the

purchases you are making." In many cases, it will
be necessary to postpone purchasing a new cell

phone and instead direct that money to your
children’s schooling expenses or a car pay-
ment. This is what is meant by living within your
budget.  Don’t allow anxiety to take control of
you due to impulsive spending with credit cards
and falling into the get now pay later era.  

Every individual or family member should save.
To save means that you reserve a portion of your

earnings, even if it’s a small percentage of your in-
come. When saving is done it avoids the need to take out

loans in order to make a purchase or it covers unforeseen emergency expenses.

In preparing and executing a budget, it is advisable that the whole family par-
ticipate, since this generates responsibility on the part of each member within
the household. Ellen G. White says, “Let every youth and every child be taught,
not merely to solve imaginary problems, but to keep an accurate account of his
own income and outgoes. Let him learn the right use of money by using it” (Coun-
sels on Stewardship, pg. 294.1). We must believe that God will provide for our
needs as we manage our monies (Philippians 4:10). Therefore, we should not
let our impulses get the best of us and control our desire to spend on materia-
listic things, causing a lack of financial balance. 

!HOW TO CREATE A BUDGET

In order to build your budget plan, it’s important that the following is taking into
consideration:

1. Identify the total income/expenses (tax free or other legal discounts)
that you receive on every pay period; whether it is your salary or marginal
benefits, such as a pension, donations, or other kind of earnings. 
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2. Set aside the amount of tithes and offerings that will be given to God.  
3. Calculate the total family expenses. For example, rent, food, transporta-
tion, education, utilities (electricity, phone, water), healthcare, recreation,
and others. Also include payments towards debt already incurred (like that
of credit cards).  
4. Subtract all of the tithe, offerings, and monthly expenses from your total
income.  
5. Try to ensure that the total income is greater than your total expenses
for the month, so that you can save, even if it's a small amount of money.  
6. Manage your budget with discipline, knowing that this will bring peace
and stability to your life and home.
7. Adjust your budget according to the needs that you encounter through-
out the month, so that you may be able to achieve your own and that of
your family’s financial goals. 

Being organized in spending and investing will result in satisfaction and a be-
tter quality of life. It will provide for greater opportunities to contribute financially
to advance the work needed for Jesus’ soon return.  

!CONCLUSION

God is the Giver of all good gifts. Money is a gift received from Him and is meant
to be properly administered for His honor and glory. Budgeting provides the
most effective method, serving as a guide for spending money on the essentials
of life. Although we are surrounded by materialistic temptations and advertising
messages that encourage us to spend even
more than we make, we must ask God for
wisdom to prioritize our needs. Today we are
required to exercise self-control over per-
sonal and family finances, so that we can live
a balanced life for God’s glory and be a bles-
sing to others.
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What is a budget?
2. Do you think that a financial plan is important, and why?
3. When and how should a financial plan be created?
4. What does the Bible say over the need to rely on a
budget?
5. Is there guidance on the subject of Budgeting in the Spirit
of Prophecy
6. Are you interested in creating a budget? Why? Build a
budget plan for yourself or your family as soon as possible.
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“You should learn to know when to spare and when to spend. We cannot
be Christ’s followers unless we deny self and lift the cross. We should pay
up squarely as we go; gather up the dropped stitches; bind off your ravel-
ing edges and know just what you can call your own. You should reckon
up all the littles spent in self-gratification. You should notice what is used
simply to gratify taste and in cultivating a perverted, epicurean appetite.
The money expended for useless delicacies might be used to add to your
substantial home comforts and conveniences. You are not to be penuri-
ous; you are to be honest with yourself and your brethren. Penuriousness
is an abuse of God’s bounties. Lavishness is also an abuse. The little out-
goes that you think of as not worth mentioning amount to considerable in
the end” (Counsels for the Church. pg. 154.2).

!INTRODUCTION

Life sometimes appear unfair, we work hard and earn little. The needs are great.
We find that a significant number of people live for today. Notwithstanding how
much is earned, it seems that the money is never enough. Regardless of our
current condition, we all want to be successful in handling our financial re-
sources. We will review some concepts that may be helpful in you achieving this
goal.

!TO MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:

“The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to
poverty. (Proverbs 21: 5, NIV).
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!THREE VALUABLE LESSONS

These lessons are attributed to the founder of the Methodist church, John Wes-
ley, who stated, “Earn as much as you can, save everything you can, and give
everything you can.” With this advice in mind, let us consider the following:

1. Earn as much as you can. God gave humanity the responsibility of work-
ing, to live an active life and receive many material blessings. In order to
receive an income, you have to work, and in order to keep that job, you
must be a good worker. We should always be employees with integrity.
The Bible says, “Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in forced labor”
(Proverbs 12: 24, NIV).  We should not make a living from illegal activities.
Instead, our financial gains should be a result of hard honest work and
one that is pleasing to God. 

2. Save as much as you can. The Bible discusses the positive results of
planning ahead. The book of Proverbs encourages us to take a lesson
from the ants in nature and their behavior as it relates to saving. “Ants
are creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer”
(Proverbs 30:25, NIV). “Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and
be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its pro-
visions in summer and gathers its food at harvest” (6:6-8, NIV). Solomon
exhorts us to put this behavior into action in our lives (verse 9).  We some-
times take this practice lightly. Have you ever noticed how some famous
celebrities with vast fortune, end up living like a pauper overnight? Do you
remember Mike Tyson and Dennis Rodman? They once had millions of
dollars and ended up having to file for bankruptcy. We must learn when
to save and when to spend (The Adventist Home, pg. 379.4).

3. Give all that you can. The first two lessons of advice are easy for us to
accept, but this third one might be a bit more challenging. Our tendency
as humans is to receive and accumulate, but definitely not give.  It’s not in
our nature, we are selfish beings. The Apostle Paul says, “In everything I
did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed
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to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35, NIV).  It is a privilege to be the vessel
that God uses to bless others. Through us, God pours out His gifts to oth-
ers. According to King Solomon, “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the
Lord, and he will reward them for what they have done. (Proverbs 19:17,
NIV).

!HOW CAN WE MAINTAIN A BALANCE

Review the lessons covering the importance of financial planning and how to
prepare a budget, these are essential. Once we know where we are and where
we are going, we must consider some guidelines that will help us maintain that
necessary balance between what we receive and what we spend.

1. Ask for help. There are others who have experienced the problems you
now face, seek help from them. There are those who have studied or ex-
perienced what you are now going through, learn from the experiences
of others.

2. Control your impulses. We all would like the best of every-
thing at all times, but this is not possible. Even if it were, it
would undoubtedly still not be the best. If your home
meets the needs of your family, why bother looking for
a more expensive home to buy? If your car works well, why
incur debt by buying another car? We must differentiate be-
tween a need and a want. A need is that which is essential
for survival, what you could definitely not live without or
would have a difficult time living without it. A want is every-
thing we would like to have or experience but are not a basic
need for our survival. I recently read a magazine
that had an ad stating, “Another gadget you
didn't know you needed.” Interestingly, I had no
idea it even existed, but they want me to believe
that it is necessary for my happiness.”
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3. Make intelligent purchases. On one occasion, while accompanying my
wife, we visited a very prestigious store. There was a dress that caught
her attention. The price was above our means, so I did my best to discour-
age her from making that purchase. A few days later, we visited a factory
store where my wife saw the same dress at a lower price. The lesson
learned here is that it is necessary to compare prices before purchasing.
Don’t allow marketing ads to be your advisor. Publicists are not interested
in your finances, the companies that hire them are seeking their own ben-
efit, not yours. Do you really need that new car, dress, suit or meal? Let
us think wisely before making the next purchase.

4. Try to resolve what you can. I recall hearing about a publication called,
Do it yourself (DIY), that offered solutions to help one meet the needs of
the home. Everything that you are able to do on your own, you don’t need
to hire someone. If you can mow the lawn, then do it yourself? You avoid
having to spend money and you will get some exercises while you mow the
lawn. Do you have to paint the house? Do it yourself, avoid an added ex-
pense; and you might even acquire a new skill.

5. Spend wisely on groceries. Many cities have marketplaces where
fruits, vegetables, and other groceries are sold at affordable prices. Why
not make a weekly list of items and buy them at these locations? When
buying groceries, try to stay within the pre-set budget and grocery list to

avoid buying impulsively. 

6. Analyze what you spend on recreational and enter-
tainment activities. Nowadays there are considerable
options for entertainment that don’t even require you

to leave your house. Regardless of whether or not they are convenient,
do you really need a subscription to You tube, Netflix, and HBO, to name

a few? We should take a lesson from the past and find more whole-
some ways to entertain ourselves. Going to the mall is not recreational

instead go to a park, ride a bicycle, play games at home, among many
other options. 
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7. Communicate with family. Talk to your family
(wife and children) about the value of money. They

should know the bills that the family have to pay
on a monthly basis. Give them an allowance
and teach them how to return tithe and give
a liberal offering. Don’t make any major finan-
cial decisions (especially one that requires
taking on debt) without consulting your sig-
nificant other. 

8. Don’t over splurge. There are many spe-
cial days throughout the year that almost demand that we purchase gifts.
January, New Year’s Day; February, Valentine Day; March/April, Easter;
May, Mother’s Day; June, Father’s Day; and the birthdays, weddings, an-
niversaries and other special events. If we are not careful we can go over-
board purchasing expensive gifts, to make others happy. Regardless, all
of these special days incur added expenses. I love this ad I saw some years
ago on the television, "Give affection, do not buy it." What will happen if
you do not give that gift? What will happen if you do not always pay the
restaurant bill? Can you show love without money? What about making a
greeting card or getting an economic gift? Try giving something hand-
made like preparing a meal at home, instead of eating at a restaurant.
This is not an invitation to be stingy, but a way to express your affection
without incurring debt. 

9. Careful with wastefulness. Wasting, squandering, trashing, and other
similar words, are expressions that reflect a reality for many people. I
bought something, but I don’t like it anymore, so I’ll throw it away. I made
food, but I couldn’t finish eating it, so I’ll throw it in the trash. I brush my
teeth and leave the water running. I turn all the lights on in my house, even
in empty rooms. Can you think of other examples? 

In one of Jesus’ massive gatherings, He performed a miracle and fed
5,000 people. The interesting part of the story is when Jesus asked His
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disciples to gather all of the leftovers. What a great example! The impor-
tance of not wasting what God has provided.  

!CONCLUSION

While help from others is valuable, the most important help comes from God.
The first thing one must do is ask for His divine intervention. Seek wisdom to
make good choices. “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you” (James 1:5,
NIV).  

Make sure you are aware of where your earnings come from. Create a well
thought out plan about where you want your money to go, and seek counsel from
King Solomon, “Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful atten-
tion to your herds; for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure
for all generations. When the hay is removed and new growth appear and the
grass from the hills is gathered in” (Proverbs 27:23-25, NIV).

Make the courageous choice to live within your means and you will have
peace in your life.  Gianco Abundiz, a financial advisor, once said, “Those who
make more money are not richer, instead those who know how to spend it, are.”
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“Many families are poor because they spend too much of the money they
receive too soon. Abstracting and using money for any purpose, before
it is earned, is a snare” (Counsels for the Church, pg. 276). What’s worse
is that people spend their money before they even have it. This is why
Ellen G. White recommends that, “Let everyone now strive with courage
and activity to save rather than to spend” (Counsels on Stewardship, pg.
268.1).

!FOR REFLECTION:
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Write some Biblical principles that are useful in mak-
ing decisions when purchasing an item. Meditate, on
the words found in Matthew 6:33 and Philippians 4:19. 
2. Are you currently aware of whether or not your in-
come is equal to, greater, or less than your expenses?
3. If your expenses are greater than your income, do
you have a plan established to correct this situation?
4. Establish a dialogue as a family to find solutions that
will provide greater financial peace in your home. 
5. If at this time, it is not possible for you to increase
your earnings, which of these guidelines can you apply
to help you obtain better balance with your finances?
6. Discuss other ideas about how each family member
can participate in helping improve the situation, to-
gether. 
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“Economy should be exercised in everything connected with the school.
Those who come to the school generally leave homes that are unadorned,
where they have been accustomed to eating simple food without a number
of courses. They are accustomed to plain, hearty food at noon. It would
be better for all to have only a simple evening meal. There must be a strict
regard to economy or a heavy debt will be incurred. Keep within bounds.
Shun the incurring of debt as you would shun leprosy” (Counsels on Ste-
wardship, pg. 272.1)

!INTRODUCTION

Recent statistics show that developed nations like Australia and Switzerland,
carry a household debt that surpasses the national gross domestic product by
100%. The tendency to rely on debt extends to other countries throughout the
world. It’s no secret that a high level of debt reduces the spending capacity for
any household on a monthly basis, which in turn places the family’s quality of life
at risk. 

Some families or individuals with high debt ratio have problems with obtaining
a good credit rating. In this lesson, we will offer some practical solutions that
will help get you out of debt.

“The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the
lender.” (Proverbs 22:7)

!TO MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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!DANGERS OF DEBT

The discussion of debt is a very sensitive subject to some. Some might even be-
come offended. The mention of the word debt sends many hearts into sudden
palpitations. Poor management of debt is causing havoc in families and destroy-
ing many people's lives. Living with the weight of debt reinforces a negative atti-
tude, irritability, constant worry, desperation, stress, anxiety, lack of appetite,
and sleep problems, among other issues. Robert D. Hales states that debt can
have a negative impact on human beings, capable of undermining our freedom,
creating a climate of hopelessness, becoming physically debilitated, producing
depression and spiritual burden. Those who incur a high level of debt are also
prone to suffer feelings of guilt, experience mental health problems, and become
suicidal.  

Why is it difficult for us to avoid getting into debt? Could it be that we have
become so entrenched into society that we imitate the undesirable practices?
Without a doubt, our environment influences what we do and who we are. Since
society has a strong tendency towards consumerism, in one way or another, we
are inclined to follow in the same direction. 

Materialism prioritizes money and possessions. There is the thought that we
ought to enjoy life, no matter what. Why?  Because you only have one life to live,
therefore, enjoy it to the fullest. The parable of the rich man found in Luke 12:16-
21, tells of how unimportant earthly possessions are to God, and the great
blessing we receive when we focus on spiritual values.

If we would stop to think about what truly gives value
to life, things would be different. A large amount of money
spent on goods and services don’t provide quality of life.
In fact, they actually limit our experience on this earth and
create financial slavery. Solomon the wise tells us, “The
rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the
lender” (Proverbs 22:7). The apostle Paul said that we
should live simply, without wanting the entire
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world. “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I
have learned to be content whatever the circums-

tances” (Philippians 4:11, NIV). 

Ellen G. White makes note of the following, “Many,
very many, have not so educated themselves that

they can keep their expenditures within the limit
of their income. They do not learn to adapt

themselves to circumstances, and they bor-
row and borrow again and again, and become
overwhelmed in debt, and consequently they

become discouraged and disheartened” (Counsels on Stewardship, pg. 249.1).
Additionally, Mrs. White also comments on the impact debt has on God’s chil-
dren, "Because of a man’s indifference in paying his debt, all our brothers are
in danger of being considered dishonest" (Counsels on Stewardship, pg. 233).

!THE IMPACT OF DEBT ON OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE

How do our finances affect our spiritual life? The story of the Israelites stands
as a testament that God doesn’t favor debt. God let them know that debt was
associated in some way with the obedience and disobedience of His divine pre-
cepts. This is why God said, “If only you fully obey the Lord your God and are care-
ful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. For the Lord your God
will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many nations but will bo-
rrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over you”
(Deuteronomy 15:5-6, NIV). In contrast, curses would be the result of disobe-
dience to God’s law, in this case, debt would be included, “The foreigners who
reside among you will rise above you higher and higher, but you will sink lower
and lower. They will lend to you, but you will not lend to them. They will be the
head, but you will be the tail” (Deuteronomy 28:43-44, NIV).  Each person should
be conscience of how their financial situation plays a role in their spiritual life. 

The Banking systems have sold us the idea that debt is a part of our modern
society. Once we become a part of the workforce we begin to incur debt due to
several immediate diverse needs, some real, and some imaginary, that lead us
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to seek out credit. Often without the proper preparation to confront such debt,
but the Word of God says, “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves
of human beings” (1 Corinthians 7:23, NIV).

! A DIFFERENT PATH

I invite you to take a pencil and paper and make a detailed analysis of your total
debt. No one should be left without writing. Write you total monthly income in-
cluding gifts at the top. In one column write the monthly payments or bills. Then
total all the payments and compare the amount to your income to determine
what percentage of your earnings make up these commitments. If your debt ex-
ceeds your income, don’t let that discourage you. Start paying the bills that you
can pay off in the shortest possible time. When you have paid off the smaller
bills then apply those funds to other bills to pay off. Doing this you will quickly no-
tice how you can help yourself and your family get out of debt.

Freedom from debt gives us peace of mind, as well as the ability to make be-
tter-planned decisions based on our total income. Thus, we can be at peace with
God and with others, which allows us to balance the family budget in such a way
that it covers all the financial demands of the month.

!CONCLUSION

Bad money management incurring debt is a complicated pro-
blem within our culture that can lead to physical, mental, and
spi-ritual issues. The desire to acquire goods and services has
transformed millions of people into compulsive buyers, at the
cost of using borrowed money at a higher interest rate. 

The Bible advises us to adjust our income, reminding us
that a bad financial decision can put not only our emotional
and physical stability at risk, but can also weaken our spiritual
experience.  The apostle Paul advises us to live a simple life,
without pretensions, enjoying the blessings from heaven we re-

ceive (Philippians 4:12). 
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If you feel overwhelmed by debt, there is a special promise for you, “I can do
all this through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13, NIV). Today is the
day to start a new plan for your life, to organize your finances for the short and
long term, so that you may be freed from the debt trap.
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What blessing did God promise the Israelites if
they obeyed? (Deuteronomy 15:6-7)
2. What does the Bible say about debt? (Proverbs
22:7)
3. What health problems can debt cause?
4. When a Christian chooses to not pay their debt,
how does that affect the children of God?
5.What approach will you take to get out of debt? 
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“If you have extravagant habits, cut them away from your life at once. Un-
less you do this, you will be bankrupt for eternity. Habits of economy, in-
dustry, and sobriety are a better portion for your children than a rich
dowry” (The Adventist Home, pg. 375.1).

!INTRODUCTION

It’s not possible to discuss money management without bringing up savings.
Every budget must include a portion that goes into savings. The absence of sa-
vings is a direct path towards debt. So, if there was a key to increasing your fi-
nances, it would be savings. That is why, with a planned budget, savings must
be an essential component. In other words, the same way how we place impor-
tance on food, home, and transportation, we must place importance on savings
to have a healthy financial plan.  

Despite the importance of savings, not everyone is buying into the habit of
saving. The solution to this problem is to develop a healthy habit in saving. This
must be a personal decision, since there is no one and nothing that can obligate
you to save your money, which eventually would be used to invest, for emergency
situations and inevitable necessities.  

“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no com-
mander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer
and gathers its food at harvest” (Proverbs 6:6-8 NIV).

!TO MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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!THE BIBLE AND SAVING

The Bible has important recommendations about savings that every believer
and every family should take into consideration.

1. We can all save, even if it’s a little. Some experts on the subject of fi-
nances have suggested that it is a good idea to consider 10% of your in-
come for savings. It must be a commitment of the entire family to not only
save it, but also to respect it. If you want to create a habit of saving money
and 10% is currently too much, then you should save an amount you feel
comfortable with, until the 10% is more feasible. The truth is, we can all
save something if we wish to. The book of Proverbs 30:24-25 says, “Four
things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise; Ants are creatures
of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer." The point
here is that the ant, although not very strong, manages to accumulate its
food in the summer through its determination and perseverance. Ob-
viously, the ant needs to do it little by little because it can only carry a
small amount at a time. The same is true for us. We can save, even if we
start with a small amount. The important thing is to form the habit and

then the amount can be increased, to the extent that your fi-
nances allow.

2. Saving needs to become a habit. Proverbs 6:6-8 says,
“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be

wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it
stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food

at harvest” (NIV). The ant is a methodical saver,
making provision for a later date when the weather
makes it difficult for it to find food and shelter. It
does all of this without anyone obligating it or lea-
ding it. The wisdom of the ant serves as an example
for us, when we are in the years of abundance, we

must make sure to save money, so that is the years
of famine, we have enough.
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3. We must save instead of hoarding. What is the diffe-
rence between saving and hoarding? Saving is for a specific
purpose, for example, down payment on a home, buying a
vehicle, paying for your children’s education, or investing in
your retirement. Hoarding is just obtaining a large quantity

of physical objects eg. shoes, money, clothes or books.
People who hoard their money are seeking false security.
This is a transfer of complete trust in money and not in
God. The story of the rich man appears in Luke 12:16-
21. This account clearly presents the difference be-
tween hoarding and saving, it’s not about quantity, but
about the attitude we have on saving. Ellen G. White

wrote, “Hoarded wealth is not merely useless, it is
a curse. In this life it is a snare to the soul, drawing

the affections away from the heavenly treasure. In the great day of God
it’s witness to unused talents and neglected opportunities will condemn
its possessor” (Christ Object Lessons, pg. 352.1).

4. The manner and purpose for which we save has a direct impact on
our relationship with God. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” (Matthew 6:19-21,
NIV).  Our hearts will always follow what we treasure. This means that we
don’t always place money in what is referred to as our hearts, but the
Bible says that the heart is alert to wherever money is found. For this rea-
son, the manner in which we use money should lead our hearts to God,
His work on this earth, and the hope of living in His kingdom one day. Even
when we have a habit of saving, we must be vigilant that this does not
cause our hearts to turn from our love and service to God.
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!WANTS AND NEEDS

The healthy habit of saving prevents the assumption of purchasing materialistic
wants. The concept of “Everything I see, I want, and I must have,” goes against
any excess funds that could be placed into savings. This would place us in the
same category as the rich man found in Proverbs 21:20.

The media and marketing experts distort our way of viewing needs versus
wants, making us perceive them as one and the same. It’s common to hear peo-
ple say things like, “I need to buy…” when in reality the situation should more
appropriately be discussed by saying, “I would like to…” or “I want to buy…” 

If we want to develop a habit of saving, it is important that we understand
the differences between wants and needs. When referring to a need, it is those
things that are essential to our very existence, for example, food, housing, cloth-
ing, etc. On the other hand, our wants represent our desire for things that don’t
make up an essential part of our existence. For this reason, when you are man-
aging your finances, needs must be met first and paid for without delay.nThe
same is not true for our wants, which should only be fulfilled after we have sa-
tisfied all our needs.

We must avoid acting on impulses. Planning will help us determine where
our money will go.  Planning will also keep us from falling prey to our eagerness
to spend on things that would prevent us from saving.

Ellen G. White cautioned a certain individual about
saving money, “If you had properly economized you
would have savings today for emergencies and
to aid in God’s cause. Each week one should
reserve a portion of his salary, and not touch
it unless it is to meet a real need or to return
it to the Giver as an offering ... If your earnings
have not been spent wisely and economically,
so that a surplus remains for a case of illness
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and your family was deprived of the resources you earn to support it, your family
should have had something to aid them financially during a difficult time” (The
Adventist Home, pg. 396).

!CONCLUSION

The idea of saving a portion of our income is an important lesson that the Word
of God teaches us.  Ideally, as soon as we begin making money, we should save,
regardless of the amount. What's important is that we form a habit. This will
help us develop self-control and also prepare us for the hard times we may face
in life. 
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The Bible tells of an occasion where Jesus took
bread and fish and multiplied them so that thousands
of people could eat, and it mentions leftovers. Jesus
said something that you can read in John 6:12. What
lessons can you take from Jesus’ spoken words about
saving?
2. What are three consequences a family may experi-
ence as a result of not saving?
3. What are three positive things a family will experi-
ence as a result of savings. 
4. Read and share your ideas on the following quote, “I
wish I could impress on every mind the grievous sinful-
ness of wasting the Lord’s money on fancied wants.
The expenditure of sums that look small may start a
train of circumstances that will reach into eternity.
When the judgment shall sit, and the books are
opened, the losing side will be presented to your view-
the good that you might have done with the accumu-
lated mites and the larger sums that were used for
wholly selfish purposes....” (Counsels on Stewardship,
pg. 300.1).
5. Would you like to make a promise to God, your fa-
mily, and yourself that you will begin saving a portion
of your income? If yes, decide on the amount, speak to
God and your family about it, and then begin saving
today. 
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“No scheme of business or plan of life can be sound or complete that em-
braces only the brief years of this present life, and makes no provision for
the unending future” (Counsels on Stewardship, pg.345.4).

!INTRODUCTION

Generally, people carry a vision on how they plan to use their money characte-
rized by a short-term plan. The two activities that sum up their relationship with
money are making money and spending it. Beside earning and spending, money
is also meant to invest. God's plan includes the understanding that money man-
agement requires wise planning. We should all have short, median, and long-
term goals or plans regarding money. Therefore, the topic of investments
requires our attention in order to understand and put it into practice.

An investment consists of using resources, from the productive or capital
sector, with the goal of achieving a profit or gain, resulting in obtaining financial
freedom.  In general, when making an investment, the important thing is to follow
certain criteria as to avoid any risks and obtain the highest possible returns.
Below are some general tips about investing:

78 / PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

INVESTMENTS

“The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to
poverty” (Proverbs 21:5).

!FOR MEMORIZATION:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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1. Have a clear goal.
2. Seek the best option. 
3. Understand the tools for investment. 
4. Define the risk you are willing to take. Look for information within 

financial companies. 
5. Ask any necessary questions. 

The following are some specific tips on investing:

1. Determine if you will put your money in the Financial or Capital 
investments. 

2. Decide if you want to invest in real estate, business, or product and 
project investments. 

3. Decide if you want to invest in personal education, long term 
educational investments for your children, or investments for your 
retirement.

4. Invest in properties that can increase in value with time.

!A PART OF GOD’S PLAN

Investments is a plan of God that has financial returns for individuals or families.
It begins with our understanding that God is the owner of all things. This means
that, when it comes to our finances, a portion belongs to Him and the other to
us. God’s portion consists of the power and wisdom to produce riches, provide
what is necessary to meet our needs, hold us accountable for our use of the
money, and reward us according to our deeds (1 Chronicles 29:11-12; Matthew
6:31-33; 25:19-23; Philippians 4:19). Our part entails remaining obedient to
His divine instruction, being faithful in all circumstances, and use what He gives
us wisely and honestly (Matthew 25:14-30).

Being hard-working and honest are part of God’s divine plan for us as we
earn a living (Exodus 20:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). In addition to fulfilling our
commitments and debt (Psalm 37:21; Proverbs 3:27-28), we ought to be
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learning how to save our money (Proverbs 21:20), remaining honest with all,
especially in returning God’s tithe (Luke 20:25; Malachi 3:9-10), giving a gene-
rous offerings (Deuteronomy 16: 17; 1 Corinthians 16: 1-2) and, understanding
how to wisely invest any excess income as a result of additional funds coming
our way.  

!GUIDELINES FOR INVESTING 

God’s word contains useful principles that can be applied to the management
of our material goods and more specifically, for investments. Below are a few of
these principles: 

1. God encourages us to be diligent in planning when it comes to in-
vesting. In Proverbs 21:5, the Bible says, “The plans of the diligent lead
to profit, as surely as haste leads to poverty,” (NIV). We must be suspi-
cious of any investment plan that pressures us towards making a hasty
decision. This is usually a sign that it’s a bad deal. Many have been finan-
cially ruined and engrossed in great problems, simply because they didn’t
take the time to think things through before moving forward with the in-
vestment. Any investment should be made with care and in a respectful
manner. Bearing in mind that we are investing our money. 

2. Before investing we should have a stable income to pay all the ne-
cessary expenses. Proverbs 24:27, “Put your outdoor work in order and
get your fields ready; after that, build your house,” (NIV). The Bible is rich
in counsel regarding making investments. Many people make a financial

commitment without considering where
the money will come from to pay for it.
Luke 14:28-29 states that, the first thing
one must do before investing is to ensure
that he/she is making enough money to
cover all the expenses, including the invest-
ment. Why invest in a home if you can’t
meet the mortgage payments?

80 / PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

INVESTMENTS

PROSPERANDO EN TODO OK.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  10:45 AM  Page 80



3. Be diligent as you care for your investments.
Proverbs 27:23-27, “Be sure you know the condition

of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds;
for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is
not secure for all generations; When the hay is
removed and new growth appears and the
grass from the hills is gathered in the lambs will
provide you with clothing, and the goats with the
price of a field. You will have plenty of goats’ milk

to feed your family and to nourish your female ser-
vants,” (NIV). There are people who invest in a

home and don’t care for it. It deteriorates and then
the potential to get any financial gain is lost. The Word of

God teaches us to take care of what we invest in and later depend
on for income. It is a big responsibility, but it can be done.

4. Wait for an opportune time to invest. Ecclesiastes 3:1 states, “There
is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens”,
(NIV).  Investing is an important venture that one should make it a matter
of prayer and seek counsel from theexperts, before taking out the invest-
ment. Don’t allow greed to cause you to make hasty decisions when in-
vesting, to avoid dissatisfaction and failure. The advice of the Swiss
Philosopher and Psychologist Carl Jung is so timely. “Haste is not of the
devil, all haste is the devil”. 

5. Consider more than one option before investing. Ecclesiastes 11:2
states, “Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what di-
saster may come upon the land.” Like the popular saying goes, “Don’t put
all your eggs in one basket.” We don’t know what the future brings, no-
thing is 100% safe. Investments, even when they are good ones and ad-
ministered correctly, are not something we can place our absolute trust
in. Therefore, being diverse in our investments is convenient. The only
thing we can give with 100% certainty is our heart and affection to God. 
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6. Always consult God before making investments, because everything
God teaches us is for our benefit. In Isaiah 48:13-14 it says, "I am Jeho-
vah, your God, who teaches you for your benefit, who leads you on the path
where you must follow. If you had obeyed my commandments, then your
peace will be as a river and your justice as the waves of the sea." In these
texts, God speaks to us as a caring and wise father who tries to make his
children see that he gives good advice in whatever aspect of their lives
they need. God doesn’t want us to fail by following the path of many who
are moved by greed, go after an apparent gain and making bad invest-
ments. He wants us to always take into consideration His principals as we
invest. God stands before us and offers himself as our best counselor. His
word never fails, is always fulfilled and has the guarantee of unlimited
power and infinite wisdom.

!CONCLUSION

God’s financial plan makes provision for the management of all-important deci-
sions regarding our material goods. It is wonderful to know that God wants us
to prosper in everything we do.  Following these divine instructions, results in
us prospering without compromising our salvation, and our family and those
around us will also be blessed. 
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!QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. According to Matthew 6:24, what danger should we
protect ourselves from when managing and investing
our money? 
2. What attitude should Christians have in relations to
investing in risky companies? Read 2 Corinthians 6:14
and 1 Timothy 6:10
3. Reflect and comment on the following quote, “If a
new patent passes through the country, men who pro-
fess to believe the truth find a way to raise means to
invest in the enterprise. God is acquainted with every
heart. Every selfish motive is known to Him, and He su-
ffers circumstances to arise to try the hearts of His
professed people, to prove them and develop charac-
ter. In some instances the Lord will suffer men to go
on, and meet with an entire failure” (Testimonies for
the Church, volume 1, pg. 225.2).
4. Read Matthew 13:44-46 and explain what invest-
ment is the most important to secure in this life.  
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LESSON

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

10
How to use credit
cards
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"Satan will suggest many ways you can spend the money. But if it is spent
in self-complacency and in unnecessary things, no matter how low its cost,
it is not spent for the glory of God "(Councils on Stewardship, page 298).

!INTRODUCTION  

Benjamin Franklin once said, “it is better to go to bed without dinner than to get
up in debt”. What a powerful statement indicating that debt is a serious issue.
Today, credit cards are one of the most used ways to acquire and finance items
and services. Many people get into debt because of the simple method of swiping
the card.  We are told that in the United States there are one hundred and fifty-
seven million people with credit card debts, who owed more than ninety-nine bi-
llion dollars in 2017. The credit card debts also include several countries in
Latin America, whose citizens are increasing their use. Don’t misunderstand
me, credit cards are useful and serve well as a means of shopping. However,
problem arises when they are not managed properly. Some individuals buy with-
out any thoughts of having to pay the bill, thus incurring debt. 

The objective of this lesson is to evaluate credit cards, their advantages and
disadvantages, and the best way to use them to avoid paying high interest to
the bank.

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6: 33).

!TO MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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!WISE USE OF CREDIT CARDS

Credit cards are a very practical way to obtain a loan granted by a financial ins-
titution. These cards are not a salary increase, but the mechanism that allows
you to spend the money before receiving it. It does not mean that more money
is available, although there is the possibility of spending more than one earns.
But it is a loan that will have to be paid. Credit cards represent the most expen-
sive formal financing.

Credit cards are potential debts, which are acquired under four general con-
ditions:

1.To increase cash income. If you use the card to increase your salary,
purchase items on sale, then pay back what you have burrowed in ad-
vance.
2. Current income allows burrowing. If you already have a satisfactory
level of monthly income to finance the purchasing of a car, an article for
the home, a vacation, among others, then you can burrow. The level of
cash received regularly allows the loan to be paid because it is part of the
budget.
3. To create or improve the credit history. Having a good credit history

allows you to acquire larger loans to make important invest-
ments, such as buying a house or buying a business.
4.To cover an absolutely vital need. This is the case of
investing in a home, paying for the studies of children uni-
versity or covering a health issue.

Terms related to credit cards:

1. Credit limit. It is the amount of money that the
cardholder can spend. There are banks that allow
the user to consume a percentage over the credit
limit, to enjoy an extra credit.
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2. Cut-Off Date. It is the date your pay-
ment must be made to avoid late fees
and increase interest rate.

3. Statement of account. It is a re-
port that shows the consumptions
and payments made by the card-
holder during a period of time. In
addition, the interest charged by
the bank, the cut-off dates and the

minimum payments to be made are
shown on the statement.

4. Minimum payments. It refers to the lowest amount of money the credit
card company will accept each month. When a minimum payment is made
you have to pay interest for the amount owed to the card. It is advisable
to pay the total debt. If the debt has been divided into installments (part
payments), you can pay the amount of the line that says, "Payment not to
generate interest".
5. Due date. It is the time you are required to make your payment to be
considered on time. If you don’t make the due date and time then you will
be considered late and incur a late fee.

!ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF CREDIT CARDS

Credit cards have the advantage of being widely accepted as a means of pay-
ment.  An individual can buy what is needed before collecting a salary and then
have approximately three weeks after the cut-off date to pay for the purchases.
A merchant can also use the cards to purchase goods, sell them in cash and
then pay all the money owed on the date established by the bank. In this way you
get free financing.

One of the disadvantages of credit cards is the great probability of spending
up to 80% more money when making a purchase, because the buyer does not
perceive the same effect as if paying with cash or check. It seems that there is
a tendency to spend excessively when using the card, with the security of paying
later.  It can be very dangerous to have a credit card without adequate financial
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knowledge (cost of interest for not paying the card on time, credit limits, cut-off
date) and the purchases that are made without wise thinking. In other words,
individuals can become entangled with debts if they are not disciplined in using
the credit card. You need to have wisdom to distinguish between needs and de-
sires, as well as a willingness to delay personal gratification until money is avai-
lable.

In order to optimize the advantages of owning a credit card (or more than
one, which is not advisable), there are some practical aspects that are worth
considering:

1. Always make the total payment.
2. Avoid withdrawing cash with your credit card.
3. Do not reveal your password.
4. Keep it in a safe place.
5. Avoid additional cards.
6. Check your account statement regularly.

Two very important advices to consider in relation to credit cards are, the
first month that you cannot pay off your credit card debt, simply destroy it; and,
never use your card to buy goods that are not in your monthly budget.

One of the worst uses of a credit card is to use it to pay off another debt.
This is very risky and generates a higher level of indebtedness. In cases of not
paying on time, the cost of the debt will increase substantially.

One loses freedom by being a prisoner of debt. Use
your credit card wisely and pay in a timely manner

to avoid paying interest to the bank. The prophet
Isaiah asks, "Why do you spend money on what is
not bread and your work on what does not sat-
isfy?" (Isaiah 55:2). In other words, we must pri-
oritize our purchases of importance and not what
is advertised.
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!CONCLUSION

Credit cards are widely used today. There are advantages and disadvantages
of using these. One advantage is that we can buy without cash and then pay for
what was purchased on the date established by the bank. One disadvantage is
that you tend to spend up to 80% more than if you buy with cash or checks.

Paul's statement, “that I can do everything in Christ that strengthens me”
(Philippians 4:13), also applies to skill and self-control in the handling of credit
cards. God wants us to live debt free so that our minds are not submerged with
the constant concern of, how will the bills be paid?
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!QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS

1. What are your views on credit cards?
2. What biblical principles should guide the use of
credit cards?
3. Do you have any credit cards?  If so, how many?
4. How are you managing the card/s that you cu-
rrently own?
5. How can the Bible help you get out of your debts (if
you have them) from credit cards?
6. Would you like to develop a plan to get out of debts?
When will you start? 
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LESSON

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

11
Money and children
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"And the habits of economy, work and sobriety are, even in this world, a
better portion for you and your children than a rich dowry" (Child Guidance
page 134).

“Do not educate your children to think that your love for them must be
expressed by indulging their pride, their extravagance, their love of display.
There is no time now to invent ways of using money. Your inventive facul-
ties are to be put to the stretch, to see how you can economize” (Child
Guidance page 135).

!INTRODUCTION

The handling of money is part of the daily experience of human beings. A large
part of our activities involves financial resources. For this reason, financial edu-
cation is fundamental in the environment in which we live and, more so particu-
larly, at home.

Parents play a key role in shaping the values and attitudes of their children
about money management. Therefore, the first ones that need to be instructed
are the parents who will then instruct their children. Ellen G. White rebuked a
father for not knowing how to use money and condemned his inability to restrict
his wishes within the limits of his income. His manifestation of an intense desire

"Educate your child as a child, and even when he grows old he will fo-
llow your teachings" (Proverbs 22: 6, TLA).

!TO MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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to obtain money to spend freely made his teaching and example a curse for his
children (The Christian Home, page 249).

!THE RESPONSIBILITY OF TEACHING CHILDREN THE USE OF MONEY

It is vital to talk about money with children. The idea that money is not a bad
thing must be excluded from our thinking. Children relate to money in various
ways. At home they see how parents manage their resources and make deci-
sions about it. Children imitate the behavior they observe in adults. At school
they listen to their teachers' teaching about money and observe some of their
classmates making purchases during breaks and at lunch. Children are also
constantly bombarded by the media, which are specialists in creating needs and
promoting urgency for the acquisition of certain products.

Here are some guidelines that should be considered when educating children
about money:

1. God is owner of all our goods. It is important that children understand
that God is owner of everything we have (Psalm 24:1). God has given pa-
rents the ability to work and earn a living (Deuteronomy 8:18). As a result,
parents are able to take care of the family’s needs like food, clothing,
house, toys, among others. The Christian Home, Page 367 supports this
with the following quote, "Teach your children that God has a right over
everything they possess, and that nothing could suppress that right; every-
thing they have they have received as a legacy, to prove them if they will
be obedient. Money is a necessary good; Let it not be extended to those
who do not need it".

2. Tithe and offering. Children are to be
taught the importance of returning a tenth
of their income as tithe back to God. They
may not be working but they should tithe on
their allowances and gifts. In addition, they
are to be taught to give an offering out of
the gifts they received. "If all the little chil-
dren presented their offerings to the Lord,
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their donations would be like streams that, when flowing together, form a
river. Have a small piggy bank over the fireplace or somewhere safe where
you can see it, so that the children place their offerings in it for the Lord....
Thus, they can be educated for God... The instructions given by the Holy
Spirit through the Apostle Paul about donations, reveals a principle that
also applies to the tithe: "Every first day of the week each one of you se-
parate in his house, keeping what by the goodness of God could. This re-
commendation covers parents and children" (The Christian Home, pp.
367-369).

3. Kindness. It is very important to teach the value of kindness. This value
gives us the opportunity to reflect the character of Jesus Christ as we
assist others. “The best legacy that parents can leave to their children is
a knowledge of useful work and the example of a life characterized by self-
less benevolence. For such a life they demonstrate the true value of
money, which must be appreciated only for the good it will do by alleviating
one’s own and others’ needs and by advancing the cause of God” (The
Christian Home, page 367). 

4. The value of money. “Money does not grow on trees” a popular saying
that indicates to children that they must work for what they get. Parents,
teach your children by example that they have to work for what they get
and use what they earn.

It is wrong for parents to give their children everything because of the
view that they want their children to have
more than they did. This is not good, and it
deprives children of the true understanding
and value of money. "More than one child
who lives outside the city can have a small
plot of land that allows them to learn to
grow a garden... Both boys and girls can en-
gage in this work; and it will, if they are
rightly instructed, teach them the value of
money and how to economize" (The Chris-
tian Home, page 388)
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5. Influence of the World. The society in which we live
is characterized by the uncontrollable desire to

accumulate things. Children do not escape from
this reality, toys, clothes, shoes, electronic de-
vices, among others are seen everywhere they
go and on the television. Sometimes, they put
pressure on parents to purchase these items
for them, and many parents succumb to their
pleadings and cries. In the book Child Guidance,

parents are encouraged to not fall prey to giving
their children everything, "There is a lot of work to

be done for the Master, and men who could be
occupying high positions in connection with the work of

God have failed because they never learned to economize. They did not
limit their wants to their incomes when they entered the work, and their
spend-thrift habits proved the ruin of their usefulness in the cause” (pg.
135).

6. Eliminate the habit of wasting. Parents, stop throwing away food,
clothing and other items bought in expensive stores. Teach your children
to be thrifty when spending and rather than throwing away good items,
pass them on to people in need. The receivers will be grateful, and your
children will be blessed. The Spanish Confederation of Consumers and
Users (CECU), activist against waste, says that if you invest in training chil-
dren to combat a change in habits, the long-term benefits would be enor-
mous". These habits, when not being taken care of in the home, generate
problems on a global scale. Hence, Ellen G. White says, "If you have ex-
travagant habits, cut them away from the life as soon as possible. Unless
you do this, you will be bankrupt for eternity" (Counsels for the Church,
pg.156).

7. Proper use of resources. From an early age it is important that chil-
dren make wise decisions, small at the beginning and more significant as
they grow. We must provide them with resources that allow them to ex-
perience the consequences of their actions. For example, instead of giving
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money each day for lunch, give them an allowance and teach them how
to spend the money for the specific time period it was given for. If the child
spends it all in one day, then he/she has nothing for the rest of the week
or month. The same thing can be applied to food, clothing and other items.
"Whether it's the parents who buy it or who buy it for their own profit, that
the children learn to choose and buy their own clothes, books and other
necessary items; and by keeping an account of their expenses, they will
learn the value and use of money, as they could not learn it in any other
way" (Councils on Christian Stewardship, pg. 294).

8. Education. From a young age, children should be taught to read, write
and to understand figures, to keep their own accounts. "Let children be
taught to keep an account. This will enable them to be accurate. The
spendthrift boy will be the spendthrift man. The vain, selfish, self-caring
girl will be the same kind of woman. We are to remember there are other
youth for whom we are accountable. If we train our children to correct
habits, through them we shall be able to influence others” (Child Guidance
pg.132).
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!CONCLUSION

Parents have the solemn responsibility to educate their children on the use of
money. The management of our resources has consequences not only in this
life, but also in the life to come. Do not forget that your commitment is not only
to teach, but to model each of these principles in your own life.

!SUGGESTIONS:

Every individual in the family should have the privilege of being an active
participant in the financial planning of the home. Therefore, I invite you to
consider that every time you receive your income (weekly, biweekly or
monthly), hold a family meeting (parents and children). Together have a
prayer of gratitude to God for the resources that have come into the
home. Take the time to distribute the income by first taking out what be-
longs to God (tithe and offering); then separate the fixed expenses, giving
to your spouse and children what is budgeted for them; set aside funds
for the other expenses and family plans; and finally, set aside savings, the
amount doesn’t matter.
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!QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS

1. Do you have a personal connection with God in re-
lations to the resources He provides?
2. Are your children aware of how resources are ob-
tained for the home and how they are administered
for the functioning of the home?
3. Do you have a plan to educate your children with
principles that will help them to be successful in the
handling of monies in the future?
4. What can I do to make a change in the lives of my
children as it relates to money?
5. Review chapter 24 (Economics and Savings) of the
book Child Guidance and write down the principles you
find useful in educating your children.
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LESSON

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

12
Prosperity
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The desire to accumulate wealth is an original affection of our nature, im-
planted there by our heavenly Father for noble ends (Councils on Christian
Stewardship, pg. 154).

!INTRODUCTION

Do you remember the words the Apostle John expressed for his friend Gaius?
"Beloved, I wish you to prosper in all things and to be healthy, just as your soul
prospers" (3 John 2). We like this statement so much, that we tent to use it a
lot with other fellow believers. It is correct to think that these words reflect the
longing of God's heart for each of His children.

The issue of prosperity deserves to be studied by every believer because we
are surrounded by secular ideas about this concept. To the world, prosperity is
considered from the perspective of materialism, which contradicts the principles
found in the Word of God. The world believes that prosperity involves having ma-
terial possessions and having a good time without genuine happiness. We get
the false impression that we are being blessed by God, when in reality we are
moving away from him and giving control of our lives to the enemy of God.

"Beloved, I desire that you be prospered in all things and be in health,
even as your soul prospers" (3 John 2).

!TO  MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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!MATERIALISM, PROSPERITY AND THE BIBLE

Materialism suggests that a person is prosperous when he succeeds in having
material possessions and money, which makes him feel like he is an achiever.
The more material possessions one has or can accumulate, the greater the evi-
dence of one’s prosperity. The words of 3 John 2 are a model of God's ideal for
his children, which reminds us that God's blessings on human beings are:

1. A divine initiative. God wanting us to be prosperous is not an issue for
which we have to do or give something. When God approaches His chil-
dren, He does so to bless and prosper them. Psalm 23 states, "The Lord
is my shepherd I shall not want." Yes, God makes provision for all the
needs of his children and delights in blessing us. Therefore, it is a mistake
to think that only those who have money should be considered as blessed
by God. On the contrary, the Bible teaches that there are circumstances
in which those who mourn must consider themselves blessed or happy
(Matthew 5:4).

2. Biblical prosperity can be seen in all areas of our lives. Materialism
fails when it is proposed to make human beings happy by intensifying their
desire and search for money and the things that can be obtained with it.
The Bible teaches, that God's plan includes blessing us in all areas of our
lives. As John said to Gaius, God says to his children, "I wish you to prosper
in all things and to be healthy, just as your soul also prospers." The pros-
perity that God gives is inclusive.  It refers to an orderly and balanced life,
which brings fullness and true happiness to the human being.

The blessing of God is not reduced to material possessions, but covers
the physical, emotional and spiritual aspects of our lives. In Deuteronomy
28:1-13, we read the list of blessings that God offered to the children of
Israel for their obedience, before entering the promised land. The sum-
mary of this biblical segment could well be "complete prosperity", because
there is nothing too important for the human being
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3. Biblical prosperity is based on our relationship with the Lord and
does not distance us from God. Any offer that seeks to give us well-being
at the price of abandoning our principles or ceasing to recognize the lord-
ship of Christ in our lives is untrustworthy. John told Gaius, "As your soul
prospers." Deuteronomy 28 highlights the condition to receive all the
blessings of heaven, “obey the Commandments of God”. Proverbs 10:22
says, "The blessing of the Lord is what enriches, and does not add sadness
with it." The reason why it does not add sadness is because it does not
disable us to grow spiritually, it does not alienate us from God and, for
that reason, it is an enriching experience accompanied with joy and ha-
ppiness.

!PROSPERITY AND EVERYDAY LIFE

Since God's will is to prosper us, then our relationship with Him should be to
please Him and not just to receive His blessings. We ought to love and serve
Him because He is good and worthy to be praised. We are not to be like the
Pharisee of Luke 18, come to God showing a list of accomplishments and then
demanding that God bless them. It doesn’t work like that. We do not earn salva-
tion, it is a gift from the Lord to those who believe in Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9).

We must understand that a blessing does not necessarily consist in receiving
or spending money or fulfilling our wishes. Actually, there are times when getting
these things are a curse on our life. Also, at certain times, prosperity comes
after a period of adversity. The Bible says that "no discipline at present seems
to be a cause of joy, but of sorrow; but afterward it gives the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who through it have been exercised" (Hebrews 12:11).
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The patriarch Job recognized that God blesses as He wants when He said,
"The Lord gives and the Lord takes away: Blessed be the name of the Lord!" (Job
1: 21). If we accept that God is Sovereign, then we must believe that He decides
what and how much He will give to each one.

We must not forget that the prosperity that comes from God is as a result
of His grace at work in our lives. God does not owe us His blessings nor can we
buy them. The Apostle Paul asked, "Who gave him [God] first, that he might be
rewarded?" (Romans 11:35). God is not obligated to prosper us. He does it be-
cause we are loved and accepted by His grace (Hosea 14:4).

The Psalmist asked himself, "What shall I repay to Jehovah for all his benefits
to me?" (Psalm 116:12). But the question is not intended to pay for the bles-
sings, but to recognize that they are undeserved and invaluable and the only
thing we can say is, Thank you!

We must submit ourselves completely to the Holy Spirit so that it produces
in us the spiritual fruits that can defeat selfishness in our lives. Biblical prosperity
cannot reach the life of someone who has not developed self-control, patience,
joy, love and peace, among others, which are fruits of the Holy Spirit.

!THE PROSPERITY THAT COMES FROM GOD

1. The prosperity that comes from God teaches me to value and pay
attention to the things that truly transcend in this world and in the
next. This attitude encourages me in my re-
lationship with God, with my family, my
health and the material possessions I have
acquired.

2. The prosperity that comes from God
leads me to put the Lord at the center of
my life. Materialism has a false god,
namely money. The biblical blessing makes
us wise for salvation, enabling us for every
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good work and teaches us that without God we can do
nothing (John 15:5). We need to always remember that
we can do everything through Christ that strengthens us
(Philippians 4:13). The benefit of all this is a deeper, more
intimate and determined relationship with God and His
word.

3. The prosperity that comes from God makes us more
useful and trustworthy with others. When God
blesses us holistically we have a wider possibility of

becoming a blessing to others. By having God as the center of our life, we
become a powerful witness of the work of the Spirit of God in the life of
any person, which brings glory to the name of the Lord and benefits us by
making us more trustworthy to those around us.

4. Biblical prosperity is a result of my relationship with God not the
reason for it. The apostle James said that "Do not be deceived, my dear
brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows” (James 1:16-17). True prosperity consists in being con-
nected to God, who is the source of all good things. That is why there is
no true prosperity where God is not in the midst. There may be money,
material possessions, but many other things are missing that only the
Lord can give. When prosperity comes from God, it tends to bring us
closer to Him through gratitude, love and service.

!CONCLUSION

The so-called "prosperity gospel" states that believers who
are not rich are not blessed by God. This has led many
Christians to give their property to God with the in-
tention that He would multiply the possessions. It is
a false gospel that has misrepresented the biblical
concepts of prosperity and blessing.
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There is a true "theology of prosperity" based on the Bible, which teaches us
that God is always willing to treat His children with kindness and love. Therefore,
it is His will that Christians be prosperous in all manner of ways. God has all the
blessings we need for this life and the life to come, and all of them are in Christ,
the most precious and complete gift. This is why God encourages us to be with
Him, to allow ourselves to be led by his Word and to maintain an attitude of obe-
dience to His will.

God calls us today to stand by His side and to be faithful in all circumstances.
He invites us to witness in a world that seeks happiness in the deception of
money and material things, to be different and to let our lives demonstrate that
those of us who love God are very happy and different (Psalm 146:5).
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!QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS

1. Consider the following statement by Ellen White and
comment on what she teaches us about the relationship
of human beings with material prosperity, “It is not the
empty cup that we have trouble in carrying; it is the cup
full to the brim that must be carefully balanced” (Coun-
sels on Christian Stewardship pg. 148)
2. Name at least one biblical character who was pros-
perous and faithful and one to whom his prosperity or
desire led him away from the Lord. What lessons do you
learn from these cases?
3. What difference can you identify in the concept of
prosperity of this world and the concept of the Word of
God?  Read Mark 8:36 to help you.
4. Think of at least three ways God prospers us without
involving money.
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LESSON

PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS

13
The rewards of good
administration
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"It is well for us to yield our possessions, our talents, and our affections in
grateful devotion to Christ, and in that way to find happiness here and im-
mortal glory hereafter” (Councils on Christian Stewardship, pg. 344).

!INTRODUCTION

From the entrance of sin into the world, human beings live with a natural ten-
dency towards selfishness. Nothing is done without seeking rewards or benefits.
We find this to be true even among the disciples. Peter in Matthew 19:27 ask
of God, "We have left everything and followed you; What then shall we have?"
(Matthew 19:27 ASV). We find the selfishness coming out, it’s all about what
will I get from it, not what can I give.

!PROMISES OF ETERNAL LIFE

It is important to note, that the Lord has filled his Word with beautiful promises
and rewards as a motivation for His children to follow His instructions and be
faithful to Him. God knows the human heart, He knows our selfishness through
our sinful nature. Therefore, in His love and kindness He gives everyone the as-
surances of His promises that there will be rewards and great benefits for obe-
ying and serving Him. Jesus said, "Anyone who has left houses, or brothers, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name, will re-
ceive a hundred times more, and will inherit eternal life”, Matthew 19:29. 

“His lord said to him: 'Well, good and faithful servant; you have been faith-
ful over a little, I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
lord '"(Matthew 25:21, ESV.).

!TO MEMORIZE:

!KEY THOUGHT:
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The same promise applies to the economic issue in the lives of Christians.
God wants you to know, that whatever happens, He will give you a hundred times
more on this earth and in the earth to come. One of the ways in which God
shows his love for us is by accompanying His Commandments with promises of
blessings.  Ellen G. White wrote, “Duty is duty, and must be fulfilled for that same
reason. But the Lord has compassion on us in our fallen condition and accom-
panies His commands with promises. He asks his people to prove it and declares
that He will reward obedience with the richest blessings”, (Councils on Christian
Stewardship, pg. 90-91).

Actually, it is our duty to take care of our finances and respect the principles
that guarantee that we will do well. If what we do is our duty, then we should not
expect reward for it. If we receive them, it is because God in His love wants to
encourage us by giving us kind treatment. Human beings have shown interest
in the reward that God has promised His children. The apostle Paul, liked to think
and talk about the crown of life that according to his words, was reserved for
him, “and the Lord, the Just Judge, would give to him on that day; and not only
to him, but to all who love his coming”, (2 Timothy 4:8). The Apostle Peter also
encouraged the elders who ran the church in his time, assuring them that, when
the Prince of the shepherds appears, they would receive the incorruptible crown
of glory (1 Peter 5:4) and likewise, James (James 1:12) and John in the Apo-
calypse (Revelation 2:10; 3:11). The theme “crown of glory’, runs through the
entire Bible. Jesus used it to encourage the church and individual believers. The
Apostles believed, expected and preached; and in the time of the Old Testament
it was the same with the Patriarchs and Prophets, according to Hebrews 11:13.
Although we all know that the greatest reward God offers His children is the
crown of eternal life, He has also indicated that we can expect immediate re-
wards for serving Him in this world (Matthew 19:29).

!IMMEDIATE REWARDS

Ellen G. White explains how it is that the indivi-
dual who obeys the Word of God receives a hun-
dred times more in this world while waiting for
eternal life. We will further look into this belief:
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1. In God's financial plan, when we bless
others, blessings fall on us as well. The world
encourages us to live for self in order to pros-
per, accumulate and achieve goals at any price
without paying attention to others. On the other
hand, God's plan for our finances is that we be
generous with others just how God is generous
to us.  If we obey God, then the following will ha-
ppen, "Those who cultivate benevolence are not
only doing good work for others, and blessing
those who receive the good action, but they are
benefiting themselves by opening their hearts

to the benign influence of true benevolence. Every ray of light shed upon
others will be reflected upon our own hearts", (Councils on Christian Ste-
wardship, pg. 345). It is incredible to see the blessings come upon you
while you are blessing others.  God has done this so that, by following his
ins-tructions, we are rewarded.

2. Following God's financial plan helps our physical health. Applying the
divine financial plan produces a sense of peace and happiness, which is
reflected in our mental and physical health. The Bible says that "a merry
heart is a good remedy, but a sad spirit dries up the bones" (Proverbs
17:22). Today, many people spend much of their time sick due to anxiety
and stress resulting from a lifestyle based on materialism and con-
sumerism that drowns in debt and dissatisfaction. In Proverbs 10:22 the
Bible says, "the blessing of Jehovah is that which enriches, and adds no
sorrow with it." This means that the lifestyle that does not have God as
its center, even when it can give material goods, will eventually produce
sadness, illness and death in people. Therefore, “The blessing of God is a
healer; and those who are abundant in benefiting others will realize that
wondrous blessing in their hearts and lives," (Councils on Christian Ste-
wardship, pg. 345-346).
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3. Following God's financial plan brings material prosperity to our life.
God's financial plan is very clear and simple: if God is the center of your
life, and you decide to be obedient to the Word of God, all things will con-
tribute to your well-being (Romans 8:32). We do not live for ourselves, but
for God (Ephesians 6:20) and the key is to be faithful to God in everything.
God will give us what is necessary to live, along with contentment, self-
control and a vision of life that helps us put our heart in the things that
really matter. The other plan is different, it is based on a selfish vision of
life that encourages us to live enjoying the moment, trying to have every-
thing we like at any cost. Sadly, many people pretend to prosper by being
unfaithful to God. But the story repeats itself, “Whenever God's people, in
any period of the world, have cheerfully and willingly carried out His plan
in systematic benevolence and in gifts and offerings, they have realized
the standing promise that prosperity should attend all their labors just in
proportion as they obeyed His requirements. When they acknowledged
the claims of God, and complied with His requirements, honoring Him with
their substance, their barns were filled with plenty," (Councils on Christian
Stewardship, pg. 347).

4. God's financial plan protects us from selfishness. The Word of God
teaches us to demonstrate our love for God through voluntary offerings
that contribute to the advancement of His cause, as well as showing our
love for others by helping according to our possibilities. Materialism brings
one to become an insensitive individual that drives spending above which
is earned. When God teaches us to be generous, He is helping us to up-
root the selfishness of the heart. The Lord knows that "no person whose

character has been contaminated by the stain of selfishness can
enter heaven. Therefore, God proves us here by giving us tem-

porary possessions so that the use we make of them
demonstrates if we can be entrusted with
eternal riches", (R & H, May 16, 1893).
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5. God's financial plan develops our character. God de-
sires to give us eternal life in Christ. The Lord knows that

money is a matter that competes in the human heart
with love for him (Matthew 6: 24). That is why it
teaches us that, it is not worth having all the money
in the world if we lose our salvation in the end

(Matthew 16:26). Although the world pro-
motes the idea of win-win, the law of

Christ is give-give. Therefore, we are
never more like Jesus than when we
are willing to give what we are and

have for God and our fellowmen.
This attitude develops our character, “Never forget that according to the
characters that we are forming day after day, we are deciding our future
destiny”, (Reflecting Jesus, pg. 116).

6. God's financial plan makes us really happy. Materialism can only pro-
duce moments of fun, joy and temporary satisfaction. But when we align
ourselves with God's plan, the results are more lasting, because we are
sowing for eternal life. There are people who mistakenly think that the
Christian religion only promises future rewards, and that it has nothing
to do with our life here and now. But this is not true. The material bles-
sings are translated in a tangible way in this world.

!CONCLUSION

There is no doubt that there are great rewards waiting for those who embrace
God's financial plan. As the Scriptures say, we will soon receive the crown of life
from our God, but as that day arrives, there are many, varied, and rich rewards
for the benefit of those who love God and submit to His will. Certainly, there are
a hundred times more.
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!QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS

1. Read Matthew 19:30, what can you learn from Jesus’
saying in relation to the issue of rewards?
2. Read the parable of the workers in the vineyard in
Matthew 20 and extract at least two lessons related to
the theme of rewards that God gives in that story.
3. Ellen White wrote, "By giving for the work of God, we
are making treasures in heaven. Everything we deposit
above is insured against disaster and loss, and is increa-
sing in eternal and lasting value”, (Councils on Christian
Stewardship, page 342). How does this statement en-
courage you to put your financial life in harmony with
God's will?
4. Read Malachi 3:10 and based on this text, what is
God's reward for his faithful children?
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