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Agenda

1. About the instructor
2. Course overview

a) Why this course?
b) Why JavaScript?
c) Structure of the course
d) A brief syllabus review

3. Tips to learn programming
4. An introduction to web development, HTML and 

CSS
5. HTML + CSS exercise/challenge
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About me
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• Jing Gong 龚 静

• gong@temple.edu

• Raised in the middle-south part of China

• Undergrad in Information Systems and 
Information Management

• PhD in Information Systems and 
Management

• Assistant Professor in MIS

mailto:gong@temple.edu


My research

Slide 4

Focus on the impact of emerging technologies on 
business, individuals and society

Digital Marketing

Sharing Economy

IT and Public 
Policy



Why this course?
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Programming is everywhere



Technical foundation for MIS professionals
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MIS = business + technology + people

• MIS professionals are
• business-focused with a technical foundation
• the bridge between technologies and non-technical people

• An understanding of programming is important
o Because you will be working with developers
o and should fundamentally understand the technologies you will be working 

with
o Though you do not have to be an expert programmer to succeed in MIS



Course Overview – Why JavaScript?
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Want more? https://insights.stackoverflow.com/survey/2016#technology

https://insights.stackoverflow.com/survey/2016#technology


Course Structure
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HTML

CSSJavaScript

• We will actually learn more
than just JavaScript in this class

• We also learn: HTML and CSS

• More importantly, how these 
tools work together to create a 
solution



The class syllabus
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In the syllabus, you will find useful and important information about things like:

• Course Objectives
• Textbook and Materials
• Evaluation and Grading
• Exams (exams are “hands-on” evaluations of technical skill)
• Quizzes
• Participation/Attendance
• Extra Credit (there isn’t any)
• Curved Grading (there is one curve, applied at the end of the course.)
• Challenges
• The MIS Professional Acheivment Point requirement (MIS majors need 200 

points!)
• The expected schedule for the class



Quizzes and Exams
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Exam 2Exam 1Quiz 2Quiz 1

Alert! This quiz may come 
as a shock to you because 
you are really expected to 
apply knowledge and skills 
learned outside the 
classroom (e.g. the Lynda 
videos). Don’t expect it to 
get easier after this.

This may be the first 
one in your 
academic career 
that you fail. It may 
also be the first one 
that you are unable 
to complete in the 
allotted time.  

Here, some of you 
will come to me 
saying “what can I 
do?” and/or “I am 
very worried about 
this class.”



Exercises and Challenges (all hands-on)
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• Exercises
o Are to be completed in class

o Will not be graded 

o But reflects your participation in class

• Technical Challenges
o Are to be completed by students on 

their own, outside of class time

o Will not be graded based on accuracy

o But their completion will be tracked



Learning to code is not like this…
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The teacher tells 
me the answers

I memorize the 
answers

I tell the 
answers back to 

the teacher

I get a good 
grade. 

I win!

I move on to the 
next task



Learning to code is like …
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SWIMMING RUNNING

PLAYING AN 
INSTRUMENT

RIDING A 
BIKE

JUGGLINGMARTIAL 
ARTS



Tips to learn programming
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 Learn by doing. Always play with the code while learning.

 Ask for help? The 20 minutes rule. Take at least 20 minutes to figure 
something out on your own before asking for help. There’s a good chance that 
the answer is already in front of you, and besides, struggling makes you a better 
programmer overall.

 Seek more online resources. There is likely to be a wealth of content 
online for anything about programming. Do not underestimate the power of 
Google search.

 Grasp the fundamentals for long-term benefits. The better you 
understand them, the easier it is to learn more advanced concepts.
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