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“Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God forever.” Those words from 
Baruch are in the first reading for the Second Sunday of Advent. Luke's Gospel offers us a first look at the promise of John the 
Baptist as he cries out, “Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. Wednesday is the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with its own special readings.

We focus on the first readings from the Prophet Isaiah this week. With the Babylonian Captivity, the temple was destroyed, the 
leaders of the people were taken away to Babylon and a remnant was left behind. A life-threatening desert separated the people. 
In this context, Isaiah proclaims God's vindication of the people in exile. The desert will be reborn. A highway will bring their 
liberation. And the signs will be that there is healing and peace. “Comfort, give comfort to my people,” says the Lord. The valleys 
will be filled in, the mountains leveled - every obstacle will be overcome - to build a highway for our God to come and save us. 
The people can hardly believe the good news. They are weak and weary of their captivity. Isaiah proclaims, “They that hope in 
the LORD will renew their strength, they will soar as with eagles’ wings.” He offers support: “I am the LORD, your God, who 
grasp your right hand; It is I who say to you, 'Fear not, I will help you.'” The people have been at a distance from the Lord for 
some time and were not obeying the commandments. The Lord says, “I, the LORD, your God, teach you what is for your good, 
and lead you on the way you should go.” The final first reading this week is a piece from the book of Sirach in which the prophet 
Elijah is praised. Elijah, who was destined to come again to restore order before the day of the Lord, is seen in the reading from 
Matthew's Gospel to be John the Baptist.

The gospels this week, taken from various evangelists, show Jesus as the fulfillment of the liberation promised. Jesus heals the 
paralytic. He tends to the lost sheep of his flock. He comforts us who labor and are burdened. Jesus teaches a true wisdom.

Sunday of the Third Week of Advent begins with the Prophet Zephaniah's announcement of liberation and God's presence among 
the people after decades of their own infidelity. In Luke's Gospel, John the Baptist is the focus of the expectation in the people 
who come to him asking what to do. He exhorts them to integrity and charity and announces the one who is to come: “He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Finding intimacy with God in the midst of our busy lives begins with getting in touch with our own desires. Advent is a 
wonderful time to ask myself, “What am I looking for? What do I desire? What longing can I recognize in my heart?” The 
answers to those questions will be our best guide for daily prayer. The readings this week offer some possible ways to talk 
with the Lord about our desires.

We can begin by trying to get in touch with a part of my heart that is divided, perhaps with a desert separating the two parts. For 
example, is there a disconnect between my primary commitments and the amount of time and attention that I give to them? Is 
there a distance between who I say I am and who I actually am? Do I experience something missing between what I believe and 
how I live those beliefs? We all have these contradictions and inconsistencies within us. These are the places into which we can 
let our Advent desiring grow. This week, we can imagine the prophet saying, “There will be a path between what is separate or 
divided or at a distance in your life!” or “What is desert, barren, dry and life-less in you will come to life!” We can hear, “You 
will find freedom and comfort, where you have been finding yourself in a captivity to pattern and routine, where you have felt 
weak and weary.” “Learn from the Lord and learn real wisdom.”

When one or more of these desires really strikes a chord in our hearts, Advent begins for us. Each morning this week, we can turn 
to our God, when we first wake up, while in the shower or getting dressed, and simply ask: “Come, Lord. Come into this place, 
into this embarrassing place of need in my life.” We may be able to be specific and ask, “Please, Lord, come and be with me and 
bring life and hope into my morning as I face this meeting.” As we go to work or do laundry or shop, or head home from work, 
we might ask, even more specifically, for the grace to love - to take the liberating journey across the desert - and let the Lord bring 
us home to a place of comfort, healing and peace.

Advent is about our coming to a felt sense of our need for a Savior and letting our Savior into our hearts to save us. Advent comes 
alive for us as we identify our desires and let them be expressed as longing and expectant hope. Into this space our Lord comes 
with good news, healing and a peace the world can't give. As we taste our desires and longing grow, we can give thanks each 
evening before we go to bed, to acknowledge we are being given a great grace of a growing intimacy with our God, right in the 
midst of our very busy days.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Praying Advent with Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation – The Joy of the Gospel

Part II: The Delightful and Comforting Joy of Evangelizing

n the second part of his exhortation on "The Joy of the Gospel," Pope Francis focuses on the profound joy it is to share the Gospel. 
All of us are called to experience the joy of knowing God's love for us and then to share that joy with others. It is not a burden, 
but an extremely rewarding mission.

Pope Francis says it so simply:

If we wish to lead a dignified and fulfilling life, we have to reach out to others and seek their good. [9]

When we give ourselves to this service, we find that it is deeply rewarding:

When the Church summons Christians to take up the task of evangelization, she is simply pointing to the source of 
authentic personal fulfilment. [10]

He says we shouldn't look like we've "just come back from a funeral." Pope Francis refers to what Pope Paul VI said in his 
exhortation on evangelization, in 1978, about the spirit of our sharing the good news

Second Sunday of Advent

Let us recover and deepen our enthusiasm, that “delightful and comforting joy of evangelizing, even when it is in tears 
that we must sow… And may the world of our time, which is searching, sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hope, be 
enabled to receive the good news not from evangelizers who are dejected, discouraged, impatient or anxious, but from 
ministers of the Gospel whose lives glow with fervour, who have first received the joy of Christ”. [10]

Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi (8 December 1975)

The Holy Father writes about an "eternal newness" to the Gospel, which keeps it fresh and continually renews us:

With this newness he is always able to renew our lives and our communities, and even if the Christian message has known 
periods of darkness and ecclesial weakness, it will never grow old. Jesus can also break through the dull categories with 
which we would enclose him and he constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. Whenever we make the effort to return 
to the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with 
different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world. Every form of 
authentic evangelization is always “new”. [11]

In the midst of the hard work involved in sharing the Gospel, Pope Francis reminds us that it is God who does the work, takes the 
initiative and provides the grace for what we do.

This conviction enables us to maintain a spirit of joy in the midst of a task so demanding and challenging that it engages 
our entire life. God asks everything of us, yet at the same time he offers everything to us. [12]

The Holy Father tells us that source of our continuing ability to share the good news is our memory of God's saving deeds. This 
remembering nourishes us and gives us life.

The joy of evangelizing always arises from grateful remembrance: it is a grace which we constantly need to implore. ... 
The believer is essentially “one who remembers”. [13]

This second, introductory, part of the exhortation encourages us to enter into the fulfilling experience of remembering the story 
of God's love for us. Isaiah's promises are fulfilled and all people have reason for hope. In Jesus, we have the forgiveness of our 
sins and the presence of our God with us, preparing the way for eternal happiness. These days, we let this joy grow in us. We let 
it shine light into our darkness and struggle. We let it come out in the freedom with which we live each day with greater peace. 
And, we let ourselves become sharers of this good news by how we love and reach out to others.

May our Lord keep opening our hearts to hear the depth of this exhortation, for our renewal, and for the transformation of
our world.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Praying_with_Exhortation-02.html
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SPP PARISH NEWS

BOOKINGS FOR PRIVATE ADORATION From Jan 2022 onwards, the Chapel of the Incarnation will 
be opened for private adoration on Fridays between 4.00pm to 6.00pm, and 7.00pm to 9.00pm. For 
booking details please refer to myCatholic.sg

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Please note that the slots for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on 19 Dec, Sunday, have been cancelled. Should you wish to have your confession heard 
in the month of December, please refer to the Rite of Reconciliation of the Catholic200SG Festival. No 
booking is required; For more information, please refer to myCatholic.sg

MASS BOOKINGS FOR DECEMBER Mass booking for December opens every Tuesday, 9.00am. 
Please note that the booking for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses will only be available from 14 
December, 9.00am onwards.

WEEKDAY MASS - Weekday morning Masses from Monday to Saturday will resume from December 
onwards. Mass will be celebrated at 7.20am, and will be preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am.

SUSPENSION OF BOOKINGS FOR PRIVATE ADORATION FOR 3 & 10 DEC - The Chapel of the 
Incarnation will be closed on 3 and 10 Dec 2021 in view of the Catholic200 festival. Bookings made for 
those Fridays will be automatically cancelled. The Chapel will be reopened from 17 Dec 2021 onwards. 
Thank you for your understanding

C200 CONCURRENT MASS - To mark the end of the Catholic200 celebrations, the Archdiocese will 
be celebrating a concurrent Mass on 11 Dec 2021, Saturday. As such, Mass will be celebrated at 5.45pm 
instead.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

THE DAUGHTERS OF ST PAUL will be having a bookshop set up at the Catholic 200SG Festival at the 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd and the Bible Diary 365 DAYS WITH THE LORD will be available for 
sale there. You can also text us at 8348 2804 and collect from the Festival shop.
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Singapore 549102 

Office Working Schedule are on Mondays to Fridays: 9am-1pm 

: 6280 0354/96528097 
: aba_secretariat@catholic.org.sg

  

 
 
 

Gospel of Luke   
(ZOOM Online with Sharing) 
 
What is the Word of God Saying to You? And How Do You Respond?
 
Come and explore the answers to these questions in our study of the 
Gospel of Luke led by Fr Eugene Vaz. 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
  
The study of the Gospel of Luke is based on weekly group sharing sessions 
followed by a wrap-up lecture by Fr. Eugene Vaz. Armed with pre-assigned 
questions each small group will discuss relevant passages from Luke with a 
focus on discerning the message that God has for each and every one of us 
and how we respond to that message by putting it into practice in our daily 
lives. 
 
 
 

 

20 Sessions Wednesday Evenings (Jan 5 - May 25) 

No session on (Feb 2 CNY) 

EVENINGS (8:00 – 9:30 PM)  

 

By Fr. Eugene Vaz 
REGISTRATION 

                    https://forms.gle/2o9aEKvqgCp8kEpXA 
 

 
 
 

 LOVE OFFERING Options:  Please add LK in your PAYNOW 
and BANK Transfer detail. 

 
 PayNow  

using UEN T08CC4023DBA1 This is the name that will appear 
ARCHDIOCESAN BIBLICAL APOSTOLATE  

 
Bank Transfer to:  

UOB A/C No.: 451-300-686-6  
 

 Cheque to:  
Payee Name:Archdiocesan Biblical Apostolate  

Mail or Post: 2 Highland Road, #03- 17 Singapore 549102 

     



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

JOIN US :



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


