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Description of Library/Archives: 

The Loeb Music Library is Harvard’s main repository for musical materials: it holds the 
Harvard Library’s circulating collections of musical scores, recordings, and books 
about music, in addition to special collections of rare and unique manuscript, archival, 
and audiovisual materials. Its users include performers and composers, musicologists 
and theorists, ethnomusicologists, and music enthusiasts from around the University 
and New England’s musical community. Over its 65 year history, its collections have 
broadened from Western music and historical musicology to reflect the expansion of 
the Music Department’s programs in music theory, popular music and jazz, and musics 
of the world’s cultures. 

 

Project Description: 

Recreating Physical Exhibitions for the Digital World  The Music Library mounts one to 
three physical exhibitions each year, showcasing topics ranging from 
ethnomusicological collections to recent acquisitions. A selection of our recent 
exhibitions includes: “Unmasking Jim Crow: Blackface Minstrelsy in American Popular 
Culture,” “Treasures of the Last Ten Years: A 60th Anniversary Celebration,” and 
“Toward the Source: Joyce Mekeel.”   Although in ordinary times the library is open to 
all, many people are unable to visit campus, or enjoy exploring exhibits from their own 
homes. We would like to create ways for the public beyond Cambridge to experience 



our exhibitions, and with them the variety of musical expressions studied in the Music 
Library and the Music Department. Online exhibitions would also allow us to explore 
the use of audiovisual components, visualizations, and related full-text materials that 
we cannot present in our current physical exhibition space.  The Pforzheimer Fellow 
would: * Select one to three past exhibitions of particular interest to the Fellow * 
Review Harvard Library’s currently supported platforms for digital exhibitions (e.g. 
StoryMaps, Omeka, CurioSity feature pages) and select an appropriate platform for 
each exhibition * Review and rewrite existing exhibit text for the web * Assess the 
availability of digital images and make arrangements for new photographs as needed * 
Suggest existing multimedia content that could be added to online exhibits, or, if the 
Fellow’s interest and time permit, create new multimedia (e.g. brief videos, podcasts, 
etc.) * Recreate one to three exhibitions online  To be successful, the Fellow should be 
interested in music and/or digital curation, and enthusiastic about increasing access to 
special collections. They need not read music or languages other than English, or have 
prior experience writing for the web. If necessary, a substantial portion of the work 
could be completed while working remotely. 

 

Anticipated Outcomes: 

Through the process of recreating exhibits in an online platform, the Fellow will learn about 
digital curation platforms, gain experience in writing about music for a non-specialist 
audience, make decisions about how best to present exhibitions online, and help the Music 
Library share its collections with the world. 


