
Sermon 1: Introduction to Revelation: Overview of views and terms 

 

OUTLINE 

 

Overview of Millennial positions 

Overview of interpretive approaches 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Last week was our official start of a new series in the book of Revelation.  It is one of the 

most contested books in the bible but that should not stop us from studying it.  The fact 

that Christians differ strongly upon it is not grounds for us to avoid it.  If we avoided every 

doctrine that Christians fought over there would be nothing left to believe.  No the book of 

Revelation is a vital book for all the church and one of tremendous encouragements and 

warnings.  We will slowly go through this book and seek to speak to the many attaching 

issues.  The scope of our study will quite broad.  We will have to consider parts of the OT in 

depth like Daniel, Zechariah, Ezekiel and Isaiah, as well as other parts of the NT like the 

Olivet Discourse and 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  We will have to consider some church history 

as we see how people have interpreted this book in the past.  We will have to some deep 

thinking on the issue of the science of interpreting the bible and lay a foundation of guiding 

principles that can be demonstrated from the word.  Today we will simply be looking at the 

different positions and how they read the bible so that we can begin to get a grip on some 

of the terms as we proceed.   

 

Overview of millennial positions 

 

As Christians have a unique list of terms that unbelievers would never know the meaning of 

and often even Christians don’t know what is meant.  When it comes to the book of 

Revelation we have four big words which represent four ways of approaching this book.  

Amillennialism; Postmillennialism; Classic/Historic Premillennialism and Dispensational/ 

Pretribulational Premillennialism.  The intent of big technical terms is to sum up in as few 

words as much content as possible.  In these designations, and they are not perfect, the 

attempt is to explain the different views on how the millennium of Revelation 20 relates to 

the second coming of Christ.  Postmills see the second coming as coming after the 

millennium and premills see it as before.  The designation Amillennialism suffers because 

the impression is given by the label that this view does not believe in a millennium, they do 

but they see it as realized, so realized or spiritual millennialism would be a better title.  Let 

me give us an overview of these different approaches and how they see the events of the 

last days playing out. 

 

Amillennialism: 

The amillennial view is probably the simplest of all the views, in that it has the least parts.  

This view sees the millennium as happening right now based on Matt. 28:18-20 and other 

verses that indicate that Jesus is sitting now upon the throne of David and ruling.  He has 

defeated the serpent.  Rev. 20 is seen as a vision that symbolises the present restriction 



upon the devil to stop the advance of the gospel, as well as him not being a loud to unite 

the nations in a combined persecution against God’s people.  This view sees the millennium 

as describing the reign of the saints who have died in the intermediate state.  However, on 

earth the tribulation is happening at the same time.  This view sees the book of Revelation 

encouraging the church to persevere because of the victory that is theirs in death.  Just 

before the second coming Amillennialists anticipate a final antichrist (person or institution) 

who will coincide with the end of the millennium and satan being loosed to deceive the 

nations to gather them for what will be the battle of Armageddon, at this time there will also 

be an apostasy.  Some Amills see a mass conversion of the Jews but do not see the 

restoration of the land as being any part of a fulfilment of the covenant to Abraham, just a 

conversion of a large group to Christ.  Then the second coming will happen.  At this time 

there will be the resurrection of both believers and unbelievers, and those believers who are 

alive at the return of Christ will be glorified.  The final judgement will take place and then 

God will make the New creation. 

 

Postmillennialism: 

Where Premill and Amill options are predominantly pessimistic about the suffering of this 

life, the Postmill approach is optimistic.  They believe that the gospel is a mustard seed that 

will rise to a large tree, it is a little leaven that leavens the whole lump, it is the rock not 

hewn by human hands that overtakes all the kingdoms of men.  They believe that 

Christianity has and will continue to permeate the world until a golden era, the millennium 

arrives.  During this time Christ will not be present on earth, but the power of the gospel will 

have such an impact on society that the majority of people will convert and the various 

aspects of our society will influenced for good.  There have been some who believe that the 

antichrist is not a future person but that 2 Thess. 2 was fulfilled in the falloff the temple at 

Jerusalem.  Many believe that just prior to the Millennium there will be a mass conversion of 

the Jews which will spark off and worldwide revival and bring in the golden era.  At the end 

of this age we will see satan released, a final uprising and then Christ will come again to 

judge, all people will be resurrected and then all things will be made new.   

 

Classic/Historic Premillennialism: 

This view is very similar to Amillennialism except that it still sees a future literal millennium.  

It believes that prior to Christ’s coming there will be a great tribulation, a trial the church 

must endure and will not be saved from.  At the end of the tribulation there will be the 

battle of Armageddon.  The mass conversion of the Jews will be before the second coming.  

Christ will appear and defeat the enemies and start the millennium.  At His coming all those 

who have died who are believers will receive their glorified bodies, as well as those saints 

who are alive, but the unbelievers will not yet be resurrected.  They understand this to be 

the first resurrection of Rev. 20.  Christ will reign bodily on the earth in a renewed creation.  

During this time there will still be sin and death but it will be more restrained until the time 

when satan is loosed and there will be a final rebellion which will be crushed.  Christ will 

come in final judgement, the unbeliever will be resurrected; then all things will be made 

new. 

 

 



Pretribulational/Dispensational Premillennialism: 

This is the most prevalent and popular view in NZ.  Due to study bibles, radio and TV 

personalities and the fact that it has been popularised by books and films, most Christians 

default to the Dispensational view because of its conservative stance and its literal-where-

possible approach to the word of God.  This view is called Pretrib because they believe that 

Christ comes in the clouds (not to earth) before the great tribulation.  This is a silent rapture 

where the trumpet is more like a dog whistle which only the saints hear. 

 

First, Jesus will appear in the heavens and catch up all the currently alive Christians.  All 

believers who previously died will also be resurrected.  This event is imminent and can 

happen at any moment with no other event needing to happen first.  Some would teach that 

only those who are waiting in expectation will be taken and the other Christians will be left 

behind to suffer through the Tribulation.   

Second, after the rapture there will be a period of seven years where the book of Revelation 

and its judgements of seals, trumpets, and bowls.  This seven year period is the seventieth 

week of Daniel 9:24-27.  During this period a world leader/Antichrist will arise initially 

establishing a covenant of peace with Israel but will break that covenant after 3 ½ years.  

He will initiate a persecution of the Jews and any who have become believers.  The Midtrib 

view sees the rapture occurring at this 3 ½ year point and then the judgements will be 

poured out.   

Third, at the end of the tribulation in conjunction with the battle of Armageddon when the 

Antichrist and the enemies of the Gospel are defeated, the majority of Jews who have 

survived will convert to Christ (Rom. 11:25-27).  Those who reject Christ will be put to death 

and not be allowed to enter the Millennium (Ezek. 20:33-38).  Christ will then come to earth 

where the first coming was in the heavens.   

Fourth, all the Gentiles who survive the Tribulation will be judged (Matt. 25:31-46), the 

sheep will be left on earth to inherit the Millennium and the goats will go to everlasting fire.   

Fifth, the sheep (Gentiles who survived) and the Jews who convert after the Tribulation will 

go into the Millennium in their present unglorified bodies.   

Sixth, when Christ comes to earth, He will also raise form the dead in resurrection bodies 

the saints of the OT and those believers who died during the Tribulation. 

Seventh, at this coming to earth satan will be bound for a thousand years.  

Eighth, Christ will ascend the throne in Jerusalem ruling over a predominantly Jewish 

kingdom in whose blessings the Gentiles will share (fulfilment of the Abrahamic covenant).  

At the beginning of the Millennium there will be no unregenerate people.  This reign is seen 

to be the fulfilment to the many OT promises.  Ryrie writes, ‘the earthly purpose of the 

Israel of which the Dispensationalists speak concerns the national promise which will be 

fulfilled by Jews during the Millennium as they live on the earth in unresurrected bodies.  

The earthly future for Israel does not concern Israelites who die before the Millennium is set 

up.’ P65.   

Ninth, those who enter the Millennium will marry, have babies, live longer, but still die.  

There will be economic prosperity, peace and the worship will centre around a rebuilt temple 

with memorial offerings in remembrance of Christ.   

Tenth, all the levitical laws of Ezekiel’s temple will literally be employed. 



Eleventh, all resurrected saints will live in New Jerusalem (OT saints, those raptured before 

the tribulation, and those put to death in the tribulation). This will hang in the air and 

shedding its light and the resurrected ones will have a role in ruling here. 

Twelfth, the children of believers in the Millennium will live longer but some will not be 

saved but will be restrained by righteous rule and government.  At the end of Millennium 

satan will be released in a final rebellion.  This will be crushed and satan will go to the lake 

of fire to join the Antichrist and the false prophet who were thrown in there when Christ 

came to earth (second coming before the Millennium).   

Thirteenth, 2 more resurrections occur, all the unbelievers of every age and the believers 

who died during the Millennium.   

Fourteenth, the consummation will come with the judgement by the Great White Throne all 

unbelievers will appear to be judged according to works.  

Fifteenth, God will create the New Heavens and the New Earth.    


