
 

 

 

 

 Garden 3A: Kirsten and Sebastian 

Martegoutte, Unit 8, Weston Underwood, 

Clifton Hill Estate 

This young family- styled garden grew from 

the bare grounds of a new development. With 

a blank canvas on which to create, the owners 

request to the landscaper, who planted the 

bones of the design, was for an indigenous 

palette that would take care of itself. The 

boundaries between neighbours are thickets 

of wildlife friendly trees and shrubs with Aloes, 

perennials and groundcovers filling in the 

curved beds. A grove of Lavender trees forms 

the skeleton of the children’s jungle gym which 

is sure to delight all visiting families, and the 

central sweep of lawn offers enough space for 

kids’ play time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Plans are progressing well to bring you 8 beautiful gardens which range from small complex gardens 
to large expansive gardens. The Tea Garden will be located at Clifton Hill Estate on Acutts Drive which 
has excellent facilities and a very relaxed atmosphere for visitors to enjoy. 

We also have an excellent line up of some of the most prominent gardening authors in KZN who will 
be located at various gardens.  

Visit our web-site for more details: www.kloofconservancy.org.za/indigenous-open-gardens  
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 Garden 2: Betsy and Tony Kee,           
3 Pearson Road, Everton 

Set on a large property of sweeping lawns, this 

garden mixes young with mature elements 

together. After a neighbours’ tree felled a few 

large species in the boundary forest, new, 

younger specimens now fill the void, a number of 

which are not often seen in gardens – three 

species of Cryptocarya, for example. A lovely 

specimen of the near threatened Alberta magna 

and a large fig tree, grown from a seed from the 

original Uhuru tree in Kenya, are favourites of the 

owners. The palette mixes indigenous with some 

exotic, with a lovely indigenous project, only a 

few months old, already making an impact that 

will inspire gardeners to begin the introduction of 

local flora in their gardens. In this garden, even 

the compost heap is worth a visit! 

    

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/indigenous-open-gardens


attraction as young and old were drawn by their 
beauty at the Back-to-Nature series event we 
held at the Interpretative Centre, Krantzkloof 
Nature Reserve on Saturday 29 March. This 
was a joint venture project with Lepsoc who 
provided the expertise whilst Kloof 
Conservancy managed the logistics for the day. 

The focus of the Back-to-Nature events is to try 
to bring young families and in particular primary 
school children (and younger) in contact with 
nature in a friendly and welcoming environment 
where they can appreciate the beauty of nature 
and hopefully inculcate a long term passion for 
our environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly Day brings youngsters in contact 

with NATURE! 

 

      The walk in the morning was very 

popular with both young and old 

participating with enthusiasm. 

The butterfly attractors (well matured fruit!) 

worked well – here a Blue-spotted 

Charaxes feeds – note the proboscis at 

work! 

 

 

Dusty Donnelly manned the colouring 

in table and was kept busy 

throughout the day. 

           Face-painting proved popular. 

Trish Guilhermino at work! 
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The future of conservation? 

Honorary Officer, Jared Thom 

with sisters Sam and Emma King 

 

Mark Liptrot constructed this model to 

explain the various parts of a butterfly 

– a rare species indeed! 

For the third year in a 

row BUTTERFLIES 

proved an irresistible  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caracal in Kloof 

Last year we reported the presence of 

Caracal in Krantzkloof and a number of 

sightings have followed. This photograph 

was taken in September last year and 

shows a mom with three kittens. The 

kittens have been sighted twice since 

then.  

The bulk of their diet is made up of 

dassies, hares, rodents, small antelopes, 

small monkeys and birds. 

 

Please do e-mail photographs of any interesting sightings of Kloof’s flora and fauna to 
info@kloofconservancy.org.za.

 

We also encourage you to record your observations on SANBI’s 
citizen scientist project, iSpot. For more information visit: http://www.ispot.org.za/  
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Mocker Swallowtail (right top) – Once described as 

“the most interesting butterfly on the planet” this 

species is a master at mimicry as they disguise 

themselves to look like other inedible butterflies! 

Males have a more or less uniform appearance, but 

females come in at least 14 varieties. 

Soldier Pansy (right bottom) – The “pansy” 

butterflies belong to the genus Junonia. In Mythology 

the peacock was the favourite bird of the Roman 

goddess Juno. The peacock is known for the techni-

coloured circular or eye-like patterns on the male’s 

tail feathers. In this way the butterflies with the pattern 

of many “eyes” or “ocelli” on their wings inherited the 

name of “Juno’s bird”! 

  

 

Last month we reported that a water mongoose 

carcass was found in Memorial Park – the 

carcass is at the Durban Natural Science 

Museum and Leigh Richards (Curator Mammals) 

will do an autopsy to ascertain the cause of death 

but it could take a few months as she has a big 

backlog!  

In the meantime some good news is that since 

the carcass was found there have been 

photographic recordings near Memorial Park so 

the hope is that we have a healthy population in 

the area. A mom and two pups were spotted 

earlier this year in the same vicinity. 

More great photographs 

from Mark Liptrot 

 

   
               Water Mongoose 

We have updated our butterfly list on our website to include 37 species added in the past 

24months. You can download the list at: www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-

info/butterflies/ 

Butterflies 
 

mailto:info@kloofconservancy.org.za
http://www.ispot.org.za/
http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-info/butterflies/
http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-info/butterflies/
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This is a fast growing tree growing to a 

maximum of 10m. It has attractive leaves with 

the upper part a dark green and a whitish 

underside. Tiny creamy white flowers are borne 

in dense attractive sprays which have a lovely 

honey scent. The flowering period if from 

August through to January. 

It can be found from the Western Cape through 

to Zimbabwe and examples can be found in 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve. 

 

Eat REAL FOOD - no more processed 

junk/ snack foods! It is better for your 

body and can be better for our Earth too! Turn-off your car engine! 

 

Based on the recent survey feedback we are introducing a new feature on invasive alien 

plants (IAPs) which should be removed from your garden and suitable indigenous 

alternatives. We will concentrate on those IAPs that you may mistake as suitable because of 

their form, flowers or even fragrances but which are serious invaders. 

This species was available from nurseries 

until very recently! It was popular because of 

its form, attractive grey foliage, showy flowers 

and pleasant scent! 

It originates from Australia and competes with 

and replaces indigenous species and will 

easily propagate in most habitats. 

It is listed as a Category 1 IAP under CARA 

and is a Category 1b in the proposed NEMBA 

list. 

Pearl Acacia 
(Acacia podalyriifolia)  

Eat REAL 

FOOD! 

Turn-off your car engine when stuck in a 

long traffic queue or waiting to collect your 

child from school. Research suggests that 

10% of all fuel is wasted idling. The fuel 

saving/benefit comes into effect after just 

10seconds of idling. 

Some modern car engines now do this 

automatically even when you just stop at a 

red traffic light and the fuel savings are 

considerable! 
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False Olive 
(Buddleja saligna) 
 

 

 

 



         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durban 

Green 

Corridor 

Project 

This month we review Roosefontein Nature Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities & Trails: Roosefontein currently has two beautiful self-guided nature trails that the public 
can enjoy. Birding, nature walks, a visit to the iconic mamba rock which provides a breath-taking view 
from the top of the hill.  
 

Flora and Fauna: Roosefontein has a rich floristic component which comprises many beautiful wild 
flowers such as Watsonia pillansie , species of  helichrysum, snake lilies and wild orchids. The reserve 
has an abundance of indigenous tree species including the Cheesewood and Flat Crown. The reserve 
contains one of the few remaining patches of the Critically Endangered North Coast Grasslands in the 
Durban metro area. 
 

Many birds have been recorded such as the Martial Eagle, Crowned Eagle, Spotted Eagle Owls, Rock 
pigeons and many sunbirds. The reserve is home to numerous mammal species such as Bushbucks, 
Vervet monkey’s, thick tailed bushbabies and rock dassies. 
 

Various species of amphibians and reptiles such as KwaZulu Dwarf Chameleons can also be observed 
– that alone is worth a visit! 
 

Facilities: Currently there is no infrastructure, visitor facilities or ablutions. However one can have a 
picnic on grass patches along the trails. The Reserve is policed 5 days a week but not over weekends 
but do to the relatively isolated area it is best to visit in a group. 
 

Directions: From Kloof, take Spine Road past the Pavilion and turn right at the Roosefontein NR sign 
and continue towards Westville Prison. The entrance is on your left just before the prison gates. It falls 
within the Management of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department of the EThekwini Municipality 
under the Natural Resources and Conservation Division.  Tel: (031) 203 7067 

 

Named after Roosefontein farm owned by the 

Voortrekker pioneer Francois Roos, this is our 

“newest” nature reserve and credit should be 

given to eThekwini Municipality for setting this 

land aside despite the huge pressure for 

development in this specific area! The 

proclamation is currently being processed under 

the original name Roosefontein and not the more 

commonly used Roosfontein. 
 

The Nature Reserve is 213 ha in size. Running 

through the reserve is the Umbilo River, a 

perennial river which has its source in Kloof area. 
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Photo: Errol Dowes 

We continue our series on the nature reserves in the Highway area. Many of the reserves 

are biodiversity gems, each with its own surprising characteristics. They are surrounded 

by sprawling urban development which poses a serious threat to their long-term 

sustainability. By featuring these reserves in our e-newsletter each month we hope to 

raise awareness about the natural wonders we are surrounded by, and we encourage 

you to visit and support our local nature reserves! 

 

Our “newest” Nature Reserve – home to the elusive 

and threatened KwaZulu Dwarf Chameleon 

Photo – Errol Dowes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 
 20 APRIL 

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve – 4hr Guided Walk R30pp   Reserve 
Start @ 08:00 Kloof Falls Road picnic site NB: Gentle walk  
 

 

FRIDAY 
 25 April 

 

Durban High Court - Kloof Conservancy vs Government of South 
Africa. Case No. 12667-2012 on IAS Regulations  

 

 

THURSDAY 
 1 MAY 

 

Entries open for the Kloof Conservancy 3 Falls Trail Run – enter 
on-line at www.kloofconservancy.org.za/3-falls-trail-run  
 

 

SATURDAY and 
SUNDAY 3/4 MAY 

 

Molweni Trail Run – visit www.molwenitrail.co.za  for more details. 

 
 

SUNDAY   
4 MAY 

 
 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve – 6hr Guided Walk R30pp   Reserve 
Start @ 08:00 Kloof Falls Road picnic site NB: Strenuous walk 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
7 MAY 

 
 

Springside Nature Reserve, Hillcrest – Guided Walk  
starting  07:30 phone: Sue 031 765 6809 

 

SATURDAY 
 10 MAY 

 

Msinsi Work Day IAP eradication from 08:30. Meet on Klooflands 
Road 

 

SATURDAY 
 10 MAY 

 

Glenholme Nature Reserve – 1,5hr Guided Walk – FREE. 
Start at the Tea Garden @ 10:00 

 

THURSDAY 
 15 MAY 

 

Kloof Conservancy AGM – Kloof Junior Primary School, Abelia 
Road. 17:00 for 17:30 Light Snacks will be served   

 

SATURDAY and 
SUNDAY 23/24 MAY 

 

Kloof Conservancy Indigenous Open Gardens Show – see our 
website for details 

 

SUNDAY 
1 JUNE 

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve – 6hr Guided Walk R30pp   Reserve 
Start @ 08:00 Kloof Falls Road picnic site NB: Strenuous walk  

Just a REMINDER:  The Kloof Conservancy AGM is scheduled for 17:30 on Thursday 15 May 

at the Kloof Junior Primary in Abelia Road. Refreshments / light snacks will be served from 

17:00 and again at 18:15 at the end of the formal meeting. 

The AGM will be followed at 18:30 by a talk by Kevin McCann, Strategic Manager: 

Stewardship, Wildlands Conservation Trust. His talk is titled “The Wildlands Model – 

supporting social and conservation upliftment” and will cover the important topic of balancing 

conservation needs and the needs of a developing society. 

Please do come and show your support for your conservancy and the all the projects that the 

conservancy is currently undertaking. 

 

 

 

Visit our website at 

www.kloofconservancy.org.za 

Easter Fun Dog Day 

A good crowd turned out to support our Fun Dog 
Day on Sunday 13 April to raise funds for 
Memorial Park. 
  
Mandy Barratt (The Dog Guru) was a real star 
and came all the way from Johannesburg to 
organise and run the dog events – true dedication 
to both dogs and our park! 
 

The weather was fabulous and the park was in 
excellent condition – thanks to Barry Lang from 
Parks who had the grass cut specially for us! 
 

All in all a great fun day for the dogs and the 
owners! 
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http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/3-falls-trail-run
http://www.molwenitrail.co.za/
https://twitter.com/KloofConserve
https://www.facebook.com/KloofConservancy

