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The View From The Editors Desk.

What a terrific start to 2016! Ice on the windscreen at 7 in the morning foretold of the
bright, crisp day to come. Unloading the special at Seckford was in itself something
special, surrounded by like minded people as the morning showed us what it had to
offer. Adjacent to the A12 the undulations of the Hall grounds sparkled with a light
covering of frost which would disappear as the sun attained some warmth.

Already  unloading  their  Citroen  AX  was  Hannah  Ellis  and  her  father  Paul,  the
Dellows duly arrived followed by John Holders newly restored Cannon. This car first
saw action in the hands of club stalwart Mike Daniels and then Arthur Davy. John
who was also a club member in the late sixties had made a fine job restoring her and
needed to shake it down before entering in the HSTA trials held nationally. Another
newcomer  was Joe  and Nicky Stoller  in  their  vintage  Wolseley,  again taking the
advantage of practising for VSCC meetings.

In stark contrast to this was the mainstay of these meetings, MOT failed hatchbacks
purchased at little more than scrap prices. These offer great value for money and over
the years give their owners terrific fun. It was also good to see so many young faces
taking part, teenagers not yet old enough to drive on the public highway. At first their
expressions  were  of  trepidation  but  this  quickly  turned  to  laughter.   As  the  day
progressed they improved with each run and their confidence grew, with new blood
the sport will survive.

The morning went quickly and it was soon time for lunch, as at Lyng the ladies of
SCCoN provided us with sustenance, really tasty soup with a roll and home made
cake. To Christine and Maggy a very big thank you! The afternoon went even quicker
and soon it was time to load up and thank all the marshals and officials that I could
find. A perfect start to the year!

--oo0oo--



Norman Perren Memorial Trial
Seckford Hall. Jan 1  st   2016.

When you are asked to be Secretary of an Event, whether it’s an Autosolo or a Trial,
you spend two or three weeks doing some planning and leg work beforehand but the
day itself is a strange affair. You don’t see much of the action but spend most of the
time just making sure the wheels don’t fall off it. Apart from a brief ten minutes when
I stood in as a marshal so someone could go and use the ‘facilities’, I hardly saw a car
on a hill and the only time I knew what was happening regarding the results was
when Dan gave me a piece of paper with them on so I could read them out for the
awards. So my recollections of the Norman Perren Memorial Trial will be different
from any marshal’s or any competitor’s viewpoint. These impressions will be singular
and personal.



We had  a  tremendous  entry.  People  we haven’t  seen  compete  for  years  came to
Seckford. Roy Alcock ( terrific Autotester in the past ) brought an MX5. John Holder
came with son Nick and their beautiful ex-Arthur Davey Cannon. Jim Bowie from
Chelmsford did his first trial for 20 years in a Fiesta.

Also we had a clutch of go-karters who had been convinced by Chloe Hewitt that
trials were the way to go, all in the 14-16 age bracket with their supportive parents all
entering their  first  trial.  Also  out  for  the first  time was Dan Carter  (son of  John
Carter ) whose sporting home has been motor-cycle trials.

And, of course, we had the cream of trialling who attend every AMSC trial they can
and are as hardcore and capable as anyone in the country. I won’t name these because
I will have to stop at some point and leave someone out. Just look at the entry list.

We had 44 entries, a number unheard of for Seckford in my memory. This in itself
was a problem because we needed to get everyone round the hills as delay free as we
could. It posed a major problem to Bill Farrow who has clerked Seckford for several
years and upon whom we are so reliant. This year it was ‘How can we set hills which
will get a result with the best Dellows and Lieges and Class B cars yet, on the same
hill, not put off someone who is young, has never done it  before, in a car which
probably  doesn’t even have decent tyres’. The two are almost incompatible and yet
Bill  did it.  Judicious widening here and tweaking there and everyone went home
having had a good day. 



For years we have had Colin and Betty Smith do our catering at Seckford. They have
always been reliable and enthusiastic and charming. However, they decided in the
Summer to retire, which was a real loss, not just to us but also the bike trailers who
they have supported for about 40 years. We found a very nice couple to take the job
on who came to Lamarsh and they would have done Seckford. Unfortunately their
trailer was in an accident a few days before and I had an email apologising but saying
it could not be repaired in time.

When you are in a muddle ( and we really were ) who would be the most likely to
help  you  out?  SCCoN in  the  form of  Martin  and  Christine  Newson  and  Maggy
Bateman. They had done their own catering at Lyng and Coltishall and they gave up a
free ( otherwise ) day to do the whole job for us.

Not only did they provide tremendous food including Christine’s wonderful cakes,
supplemented by some lovely goodies including some sausage rolls from the Hewitt
family, but they managed to raise nearly £200 profit which is going to East Anglian
Childrens’ Hospice.

The other  impression Seckford left  was the general  atmosphere there,  which was
marvellous.  We are used to seeing old faces who come a chat and catch up, which is
great. However, I do not remember seeing so many. I reckon there were 150 people
around the paddock at about 11 o’clock. Also, the word must have got out at the



Hotel because we had about 30 guests at one point around hills 3 & 4 all noisily
cheering on the competitors. They loved the older cars, particularly the Austin 7 of
Michael  Leete,  the  Special  of  Alan  Hockham/Simon  Fowler  and  the  gorgeous
Wolseley Hornet of VSCC member Joe Storey, also out on his first Car Trail but a
frequent competitor in VSCC Trials.

As ever, a special mention must go to the marshals. John Boot and Matt Ellis came
from WS. Stan Graham brought grandson Jamie from Wickford because he hadn’t
seen a trial (and spent all day running up and down their hill and must have slept well
that night! ) Beki and Ian who was in some pain having wrung his ankle but still kept
going, Stewart Cook who we are delighted to have as a member again, Bernard and
Nick. Dave Bell came from Norwich and helped with the paperwork and of course
Dan Pearson who took control of results and did a terrific job, being totally un-phased
by the number of entries.

Congratulations to Ross Nuten who took 1st Overall and all the other class winners.
Also, congratulations to all those who had their first trial with us. We hope we see
you at the others in the series this Spring and perhaps you will like Autosolos or
PCA’s when they start.

So, all in all, Seckford 2016 should be one to remember. It was a terrific day. The
weather helped: we have been lucky with that recently. However, it’s the people who
made it special, which is what club motor sport should be about.
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                                                                        Tony Burchnall. (ECMC Comps Sec.)

--

More photos from the event can be viewed on:-       
www.facebook.com/easterncountiesmc

www.flickr.com/photos/139143785@N08/ 

The results available from: www.amsc.org.uk/html/etc15.html and click on Tables 

Whilst on the subject of Facebook some form of accolade should go to Dan Pearson.
Unlike  myself  Dan  could  see  the  potential  of  communicating  with  non-members
using this medium. Thanks to this foresight within 24 hours of the Seckford Trial we
had over 700 hits to the site, well done Dan!

https://www.facebook.com/easterncountiesmc
http://www.amsc.org.uk/html/etc15.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139143785@N08/


ASMC 20/20 interclub navigational rally

Eric Carlson chose to compete in the 1961 Monte Carlo rally in a Saab 95 estate – 
reason?  It was the only Saab fitted with a 4 speed gearbox …they finished 4th

In 2016 AMSC 20/20 Julie and Nick Skuse chose to compete in a Saab 9-3 estate 
reason? It was what we had! We finished 16th

In the spirit of ECMC magazines we like tenuous historic links. ……. If nothing else 
we try to be educational.

The AMSC inter club 20/20 on 8th Jan was the first event organised by the AMSC,
previously  they  had  confined  themselves  to  organising  the  local  interclub



championships. It was run as an interclub event – no individual awards, each of the 6
clubs entered 3 teams and the highest  scoring team took the trophy (supplied by
ECMC). The entry varied:

Triumph TR6, MG B GT, MG ZR(x4!) Peugeot 306/205/106, Morris Minor, Renault 
Clio, Mini Cooper (BMW and BL versions)

ECMC were represented by
1. John Peterson and Ian Graham - Peugeot 306 GTi6 (expert)
2. Tony Burchnall and John Conboy - Honda Civic (novice)
3. Nick and Julie Skuse - SAAB 9-3 estate (novice)

John and Ian were running very well until they hit a pot hole and got a puncture – a
very  quick  tyre  change  at  the  next  time  control  saw  them  back  on  their  way.
Unfortunately they had picked up 2 punctures and not noticed the second requiring a
6 mile run with a second flat! (who would be carrying 2 spares? ……John Peterson
would), a second wheel change and making ‘good progress’ they finished with no
fails and on 27 mins lateness.  
Tony and John had a relatively uneventful run but John missed plotted a couple of
‘loops’ and only managed to re-route to revisit one of them resulting in 3 fails and 17
minutes lateness. 
Julie and I had a good run it was our first ‘plot and bash’ event our previous 2 events
were pre-plots and run.  Up to the TC9 we were running with 3 fails and 11 mins
lateness, unfortunately then the fatigue kicked in big time and I struggled with the
rest of the plot so improvised the last 10 miles and picked up 11 fails. My excuse is it
was 22:30 on a Friday evening and we both felt very tired so drove for the finish.

The Chelmsford Motor Club trio took top place with only 1 fail and 15 mins lateness
across their 3 cars!! ECMC came a creditable 4th 17 faults and 62 mins late. Not
surprisingly the 3 clubs that have a regular 12 car series took the top 3 places. 

ECMC also:-
Put out a marshalling team so thanks to Ian, Dan, Martin et al
Ran the course opening car with Gordon Popperwell and Brian Jaggs. They ran 

ahead (just) of the field using the Masters navigation notes
Ran a reserve (4th) car with Neil Peterson & Will Brown. They ran as novices and 

finished a very creditable 15th overall but their results did not contribute to the 
team result.

The general view of all the competitors was “same again next year……. Please!”

Full results are available at 
-http://mtc1.co.uk/results/2016/aic2020/OverallResults.php









Adverts.

http://motorsport-news.co.uk/



-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940
-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington via:

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

-

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

-

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

-

http://www.dissigns.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


Mazda MX 5 Specialist. 
Valley Farm Business Unit

New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
http://www.mx5expert.com/


I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk

-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


“When you're a boy

Learn to drive and everything

You'll get your share

When you're a boy”

David Bowie (1947 - 2016)


