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Introduction

There has been a stirring  across the country. Over the last 18 months and
counting we have witnessed the nightmare of tyrannical government come
to fruition. Not only have many “liberal western democracies” removed the
last pretense of civil rights for their subjects (don’t forget many spent
months locked in their homes at the government’s behest), but our friends,
families, neighbors, and fellow libertarians have cheered the lockdowns.
Even worse, they turned their anger not at the government agents and
media personalities making prisoners of us all, but at those of us who would
question a political narrative with holes so big you could pilot a container
ship through it with your eyes closed.

In the summer of 2020 libertarians witnessed civil unrest not seen in over 20
years. Cities burned, businesses lost millions in revenue, people lost their
lives, and tyrants in charge did nothing to stem the rioting. Infamously,
outlets like CNN insisted upon a narrative that what was occurring across
the country was “mostly peaceful.” All of this amidst the most contentious
and orchestrated presidential campaigns in modern history. There are
certain moments of history that will be spoken of for years to come.
Certainly, the case can be made that the 2020’s will be such a time. Given
this fact, the question remains - what are libertarians to do. This article will
de�ne the post-libertarian moment, detailing what it is, why it happened,
what it isn’t, and what it means. But �rst, an abridged history.



The Libertarian Moment

The year is 2008, America is on the cusp of inaugurating Barack Hussein
Obama as the 44th president of the United States.  On the pages of

’s December issue, editors Nick Gillespie and Matt Welch
encapsulated “ ”

[1]  Reason
Magazine

The Libertarian Moment

“This is now a world where it's more possible than ever to live your life on
your own terms; it's an early rough draft version of the libertarian philosopher
Robert Nozick's glimmering "utopia of utopias." Due to exponential advances
in technology, broad-based increases in wealth, the ongoing networking of
the world via trade and culture, and the decline of both state and private
institutions of repression, never before has it been easier for more individuals
to chart their own course and steer their lives by the stars as they see the
sky. If you don't believe it, ask your gay friends, or simply look who's running
for the White House in 2008.”

They go on to say the Libertarian moment is based on “a few hard-won
insights” these include

�. Markets are the best way to organize an economy
�. Vaguely representative democracy is the least worst form of

government
�. End of colonialism and communism
�. The internet

They wrote this after Dr. Ron Paul’s �rst run for President, and the beginning
of what would come to be known as the modern “liberty movement.”

https://reason.com/
https://reason.com/2008/11/25/the-libertarian-moment/


Trump

Heading into the 2016 election, libertarians weren’t alone as a people. There
were college groups like Young Americans for Liberty, an outgrowth of the
Ron Paul presidential runs, organizing activists across the country and
“spreading the message” as many are fond of saying. Dr. Rand Paul, Ron’s
son, was seen as a probable contender for president, ready to give Jeb Bush
(please clap) a run for his money in the Republican primary. That is, until
Trump.

Donald Trump remains an anomaly in American politics, and his chaotic
entrance and campaign shocked many Americans - especially the elite
media - to their core. He did what no other Republican would dare - counter
punch the media and the left. Lest we forget, presidential loser Hillary
Clinton colluded with the press to elevate Trump’s pro�le,
as  demonstrates, the “ ” strategy was designed toWikileaks Pied Piper

“Use the �eld as a whole to in�ict damage on itself similar to what happened
to Mitt Romney in 2012. The variety of candidates is a positive here, and
many of the lesser known can serve as a cudgel to move the more
established candidates further to the right. In this scenario, we don’t want to
marginalize the more extreme candidates, but make them more “Pied
Piper” candidates who actually represent the mainstream of the Republican
Party. Pied Piper candidates include, but aren’t limited to: • Ted Cruz • Donald
Trump • Ben Carson We need to be elevating the Pied Piper candidates so
that they are leaders of the pack and tell the press to [take] them seriously”

Suf�ce to say, Trump’s elevation and charisma meant The Libertarian
Moment of 2016 never happened.

https://wikileaks.org/podesta-emails/emailid/1120
https://www.salon.com/2016/11/09/the-hillary-clinton-campaign-intentionally-created-donald-trump-with-its-pied-piper-strategy/


2020 Lockdowns

I can still remember sitting at my desk, trying to work. Really, like everyone
else, I was waiting for the governor to decree whether people would show
up to work on Monday; it was then I learned my work was deemed
“essential.” Lest we forget, what began as “15 days to slow the spread” has
lasted over 600. Millions will go to their grave believing that mass lockdowns
and disruptions to everyday life was warranted by the novel coronavirus.
Those of us sensitive to government overreach   found a new resistance
when we disagreed with government mandates.

[2]

Disagreement online was not perceived as a nuisance of Facebook, but a
threat to the very survival of humanity. Of course, the media narratives
surrounding issues like climate change, microaggressions, and so on had
cleared a path to this moment. Speaking out against growing government
tyranny  in the age of covid has shown the path of “tolerance” for left-wing
progressives is the road to hell paved with “good intentions”.  Where
microaggressions could be considered hyperbolic, not wearing a mask
means you’re trying to kill someone. That’s what the TV told progressives,
and millions bought in.

[3]

[4]

Whether they are correct, or whether they are participants in a mass
delusion is not my point. These are the times libertarians �nd themselves in.
The libertarian movement that began  with a few academics in the 1960s
had expanded into a popular movement in 2008, with the third largest
political party in the “freest” country in world bearing its name. Yet in 2020
we could do nothing to stop the government from going tyrannical.

[5]
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The LPMC

You may think it worthwhile to trace the history of the Libertarian Party back
�fty years, but the popular/modern libertarian movement was not
concerned with the Libertarian Party until

 began to recruit members into the political party after the
failed  ticket of 2016. In an of The Tom Woods
Show in 2017, LPMC Chairman Michael Heise  about the strategy
of the LPMC

The Libertarian Party Mises Caucus
(LPMC)

Johnson/Weld Episode 1010 
when asked

“Our �rst call to action that we’re doing to rally people is to vote for new
leadership. There are people in leadership who are more of the Bill Weld ilk,
or who don’t represent the message in a way variety that we like, or we are
used to. So, we want to make it more Ron Paul and less Bill Weld.”

The LPMC has been highly successful in recruiting libertarians to their cause,
including many high-pro�le �gures like Tom Woods, Scott Horton, and Dave
Smith. “ ” as it is now being called, is well underway, and the
Caucus expects to take control of the LNC at the National Convention in

.The caucus has succeeded in taking over the leadership of many
state af�liates prior to the national convention.

The Takeover
May

of 2022

Before 2020, political action was largely an academic question for libertarians.
In the shadow cast by lockdowns, political action has far more dramatic
consequences. The LPMC gave libertarians looking to “do something” a
place to do it, and a community of like-minded individuals to network with.
What is often lost in the criticisms of the LPMC is the recognition that they
have become an authority on what political action should look like for
libertarians. Whether they have the right prescription is a different matter
entirely worthy of its own investigation.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jc3mgwCNq5vcZxKAoI3EytShKgCfJ5CH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111172939573724292482&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://takehumanaction.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOT_BoGpCn4
https://tomwoods.com/ep-1010-the-libertarian-party-mises-caucus-a-challenge-to-the-status-quo/
https://youtu.be/_oNG7rwWkyY?t=525
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFPGjXBFA1Y
https://lnc2022.com/
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The LPMC has been operating for over 4 years in an effort to take over the
Libertarian Party. The standing guard within the Libertarian Party has not
welcomed the in�ux of new activists, in fact, various factions within the LP
work explicitly against the LPMC creating a culture war within a party that
eschews culture wars. Put another way, there are good, hardworking
libertarians who are spending hours of their week and hundreds of their
dollars joining a political party that is explicitly rejecting them. The explicit
plan is to take over the LNC, and the boards for each of the state af�liates.
This will ensure a “real” libertarian runs for president in 2024, though
everyone understands a libertarian on the LP ticket will not win in the 2024
election. When the LPMC is successful in taking over the Libertarian Party,
they will still face the uphill battle that all third parties do in the USA. This will
make it that much harder for good libertarian candidates to be elected to
positions they could win either without a political party, or with the GOP.



What it is

We are not discussing a movement, but a moment. That moment occurs
when in the face of lockdowns, a libertarian sees dogmatic professions of
faith  and popular democratic political strategies  as insuf�cient methods
of stopping government and corporate tyranny. 

[6] [7]

No one can actually “be” a post-libertarian. Those who are called post-
libertarians go by the name Praxian because their concern is not spreading a
message but achieving results. This is to say, without application there is no
point in theorizing what a perfect libertarian world would look like, nor is it
useful to use that perfect libertarian world as a baseline for determining right
and wrong. There is no encompassing praxian solution, and the praxians are
not monolithic. The authentic expression of being “post-libertarian” has
been weaponized by those who pretend the world hasn’t changed since
2008. Given the power of the post libertarian moment, praxians have
inserted themselves at the center of libertarian discourse in less than a year.
LPMC members, Agorists, professional economists, and other high-pro�le
libertarians have all taken turns criticizing the moment without
understanding what it is.  
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Why it happened

One does not need to reject libertarianism in order to see that there has
been a dulling of rhetoric. There are   who would defend
government lockdowns and  . There are   who
would defend the rioting of 2020. There are even libertarians who call
themselves  . Many of them operate within the Libertarian Party. The
LPMC’s takeover is an attempt to change this. The goal is then to bring a
principled libertarian message to Americans, to “wake them up” to the
message of liberty. The post-libertarian moment is recognizing how many
Americans are already awake, and truly never cared. Turns out, most people
will do as their told, and turns out people in power have some really 

. This is to say that modern methods of propaganda allow for a
greater degree of social control than what a libertarian may
heretofore  have believed. The praxians have arisen out of the post-
libertarian moment, united by the mission how to combat this new form of
tyranny where your body may be free, but your mind is enslaved.

libertarians
vaccine mandates libertarians

socialist

dark
ambitions

[8]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jc3mgwCNq5vcZxKAoI3EytShKgCfJ5CH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111172939573724292482&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.cato.org/blog/libertarianism-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.voanews.com/a/covid-19-pandemic_why-some-libertarians-support-vaccine-mandates/6209163.html
https://ordinary-times.com/2020/10/02/the-libertarian-case-that-riots-are-good-achtually/
https://www.libertarianism.org/columns/libertarian-socialism
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10153920524981479
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What it is not

The post-libertarian moment is not about race essentialism. Reacting to the
race essentialism of progressives only serves the regime. The “alt-right” were
stooges who chose to follow the red herring of racism along with most of
left-wing America, and all of popular culture. Racism in America is the oldest
and most persistent method of social control. The praxian recognizes how
elites exert social control, and design against it.

The post-libertarian moment is not about embracing statism. The statism
paradigm popularized within libertarianism is outdated in a world where
Facebook controls what you are allowed to see more than US government
can. “Corporate responsibility” is just as useful an avenue of implementing a
radical progressive agenda as the FBI or Department of Education is in 2021.
The praxian accounts for this.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jc3mgwCNq5vcZxKAoI3EytShKgCfJ5CH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111172939573724292482&rtpof=true&sd=true
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What it means

Though many would choose to, it is not wise to live in a moment. It doesn’t
matter whether that moment is with Ayn Rand 1960, Ron Paul in 2008 or
some future place where all your dreams come true.  Some will face the
post-libertarian moment, reject it, and remain unchanged. The praxian by
contrast embraces the moment, consumes its signi�cance, and begins to
ask new questions as a result.

[9]

The libertarian prescription to the post-war order is out of date. What might
have helped the so called “liberal-democracies” of the late twentieth century
will not work as we enter a new decade. A narrow libertarianism focuses on
“the state” and justi�es corporate tyranny. A narrow libertarianism focuses on
opposition to “the duopoly” while ignoring the incentive of power. A narrow
libertarianism defends an unrealized ideal online, but scoffs at the idea of
taking steps to make so much money taxation is a nuisance.

The idea of “freedom” or “liberty” is much older than the libertarian label, or
the United States of America. The hubris of every age is thinking there is no
more growth possible, libertarians would do well to not fall victim to the
same malady.
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The Divide

Many will frame the current debate being between the Praxians and the
LPMC, with the Praxians criticizing the rank-and-�le LPMC member who
wants to help his community and �ght for human freedom. This is a lie. The
divide in the liberty movement is not between the hundreds of LPMC
members and the dozen or so Praxians. The divide the liberty movement is
between those who want to take political power, and those who want to
make a political statement. The libertarian who wants to make a political
statement is the libertarian concerned only with attracting other libertarians.
Politically speaking, this is a losing message because most people are not
libertarians. Most people don’t have the interest in political systems and
economics that libertarians do, and therefore most people will never
concern themselves with a political identity beyond a default categorization.

 For the libertarian who wants to make a political statement, this means
their activist endeavors are ultimately masturbatory. Libertarians helping
libertarians say libertarian things.

[10]

The libertarian who wants to take political power by contrast understands
that if you want to help the millions of politically disenfranchised Americans
who are part of the awakening right, you shouldn’t sound like the preachy
progressive left they are escaping. The insights of libertarianism - namely the
nature of the state and Austrian economics - are powerful weapons in the
battle for human freedom and �ourishing. The ideas are nothing without
things like wealth, power, in�uence, community, and coalitions providing
support. The libertarian who wants to take political power is a libertarian
concerned with people whether or not they identify as libertarian. Mass
conversion is not required to be a good member of your community and run
for local of�ce. Being the one people turn to in a crisis is worth in�nitely
more than being a “consistent” libertarian with no power. If libertarians do
not learn this message and choose the path of political statements over the
path of political power, the idea of human freedom will die within a
generation.



The prescription

If libertarians are to be the standard bearers of human freedom and liberty,
they must evolve to suit the times. This begins by making ourselves better.
In other words? Clean your damn room. Put another way, secure your own
liberty before trying to help other people. It is the egalitarian delusion of the
left that says someone in their early twenties can affect political change the
same as an established entrepreneur in their thirties. There is nothing
simplistic or reductionist about beginning with self-improvement. Anyone
who understands Austrian Business Cycle Theory knows that a market
correction will occur, and that shortages won't be the worst economic issues
of the next decade. If libertarians are the ones who can help their neighbors
during hard times, people will notice that. You don't need to be a billionaire,
but you do need to be stable and reasonably self-suf�cient for people to
listen to you, it’s in our DNA. Without this �rst step, political power will
continue to elude libertarians and the world will sink further into this
tyrannical chaos that is shaping the beginning of the 21st century.

If you have accomplished the �rst step, the next step is easy. You either run
a campaign, run for local of�ce, or contribute �nancially to campaigns that
are adopting the anti-tax framework and other radical measures to defend
liberty. By contrast, the current LP strategy is designed to take over the
bureaucracy of the party. In a business, a sale is what moves the needle. In
politics, holding of�ce moves the needle. Put another way, your support staff
is meant to help the war effort, not lead it.

Most of human history is a wash. There are very few times where a dedicated
minority can change the trajectory of humanity. The long march through the
institutions have proven how easily you can change culture when you hold
positions of power. In order to win the war, we must become personally
ambitious and politically pragmatic for the cause of liberty. If this means
losing the title libertarian as we lost the title liberal? So be it. I would rather
be one of The Free than the millions are their knees.
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 he was black too[1]

 this is to say, libertarians[2]

 if it needs to be established, this would include the shutting down of
“non-essential” business, any mandates that required mask wearing, any
policy that interrupted the normal course of business, any decree that
limited the ability of people to assemble freely. Now we face the
implementation of vaccine mandates and “passports” required for entry
within a country. This is merely the governmental overreach; the larger
media propaganda effort is part and parcel to the post-libertarian moment.

[3]

 “If we can only save one life” comes to mind “don’t kill grandma!” is
another
[4]

 the roots trace back farther, but this is where the sapling emerged from
the ground
[5]

  taxation is theft ad nauseum[6]

 National politics via the Libertarian Party[7]

  isn’t that a fun word? it means “before now”[8]

 read: ancapistan[9]

 Democrat, Republican, independent, Progressive, Liberal, Conservative,
Patriot, Constitutionalist, American, or Texan to name a few
[10]


