
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 22: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 5.4 

All who are united to Christ through saving faith are justified (declared righteous) by God (Romans 3:22, 
24; 4:5). This justification is an objective, legal declaration by which Christ’s active obedience to God’s law 
(i.e. his obedience to all of God’s commands) and his passive obedience in death (i.e. his submission to the 
penalty of death) are imputed to the believer (Isaiah 53:4–6; Romans 4:5–6; 5:18–19; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Justification is thus founded only upon the righteous life and sacrificial death of Christ, having no 
dependence on the personal righteousness of the believer (Luke 18:9–14; Romans 4:4–6; 1 Corinthians 
1:30; Ephesians 2:8–9; 1 John 5:12). Faith is the instrument of justification because it (from the human 
side) unites the believer to Christ; it is in no way the basis of God’s acceptance of the believer (Romans 

6:3–10; Galatians 2:20–21). In Christ, believers are also adopted as God’s children (Ephesians 1:5). 

(Sola 5 Confession 5.4) 

In responding to his friend Bildad, Job asked the most important question that a person can ever wrestle 
with: “How can a man be in the right before God?” (Job 9:1–2). While this is a question that many wish to 
ignore, and many never really give any thought to, it is in truth the most important question a person can 
ever ask. Thankfully, the answer is provided in Jesus Christ, as Confession 5.4 makes clear. 

In answer to Job’s question, the temptation is to look for things that we must do in order to earn a right 
standing before God. The Confession reminds us that this is not necessary: All who are united to Christ 
through saving faith are justified (declared righteous) by God. 

The Confession maintains that a righteous standing before God is something that is DECLARED by God 
through the merit of Christ rather than EARNED by the individual by his or her own merit. Consider the 
verses below and pick out the phrases that would support this affirmation. 

Romans 3:22, 24:   

   

   

Romans 4:5:   

   

   

Lest we think that this declaration of righteousness somehow overlooks God’s standard, the Confession 
goes on to detail the basis by which this declaration takes place: This justification is an objective, legal 
declaration by which Christ’s active obedience to God’s law (i.e. his obedience to all of God’s commands) 
and his passive obedience in death (i.e. his submission to the penalty of death) are imputed to the believer. 

Before we get to the texts, does a legal declaration of righteousness strike you as undermining God’s 
standard of perfect holiness? That is, is it just for God to count another’s righteousness to one who is 
unrighteousness?   

   

   

   

   

Offer a summary of each of the following texts, which are supplied as support for this affirmation. 

Isaiah 53:4–6:   

   

Romans 4:5–6:   
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Romans 5:18–19:   

   

   

2 Corinthians 5:21:   

   

   

The conclusion of the texts already considered is plain: Justification is thus founded only upon the righteous 
life and sacrificial death of Christ, having no dependence on the personal righteousness of the believer. 

The Pharisee felt that he was righteous because he was not an extortioner, unjust, or an adulterer. He 
believed that his fasting and tithing earned him favour before God (Luke 18:9–14). Can you think of some 
other characteristics of the Pharisees that they considered as meritorious?   

   

   

Given your answer to the above question, what sort of religious category might you put the Pharisees in 
today? How does that speak to you concerning the dangers of hypocrisy?   

   

   

According to Romans 4:4–6, those who work for righteousness will earn what they are due. According to 
Romans 6:23, what is it that we earn for a lifetime of striving for righteousness?   

   

According to 1 Corinthians 1:30 it is not only “righteousness” (i.e. justification) that we receive from Christ, 
but also “sanctification” and “redemption.” Though these things are related, they are also distinct. Can you 
explain the difference between them? 

“Righteousness”:   

   

“Sanctification”:   

   

“Redemption”:   

   

According to Ephesians 2:8–9, why is it so important to recognise that salvation is by God’s grace apart 
from our own works?   

   

The Confession continues: Faith is the instrument of justification because it (from the human side) unites 
the believer to Christ; it is in no way the basis of God’s acceptance of the believer. The proof texts supplied 
are Romans 6:3–10 and Galatians 2:20–21. Briefly, what is the difference between faith as an INSTRUMENT 
and faith as the BASIS of justification?   

   

In conclusion: In Christ, believers are also adopted as God’s children. What is the significance of ADOPTION 
language as opposed to BIRTH language?   

   


