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Covering the  
villages of Long and 
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Wittenham  

 Something different for the cover this Christmas. Fieldside resident 

Paul Rallings visited Uganda with a group of fellow cricket coaches  

under the banner of Cricket Without Boundaries, a charity which  

combines cricket coaching with HIV/AIDS awareness. It operates in 

Botswana, Cameroon, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda.  Paul’s full report is 

on pages 26 and 27.   
   

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

& HAPPY NEW YEAR  
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Liam and Kim welcome you to The Plough Inn, 
Long Wittenham a friendly  

traditional pub. We offer a selection of excellent wines, spirits, beer, lager and 
real ales sourced from around the country including a pump dedicated to 

showcase the South East’s finest breweries and  
micro breweries finest ales.  Freshly prepared food served from 12-2.30pm 
and 6-9pm daily (excl Sunday nights).  Our Specials Menu changes weekly 

using locally sourced ingredients.  Fresh barista coffee and tea is served from 
12 noon daily!  Dogs welcome. Function room and large river front gardens 

ideal for large or small events. 
 

Contact us:  01865 407738 
www.theploughinnlw.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/theploughlw 

http://www.theploughinnlw.co.uk/
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FROM THE EDITOR      December 2014 

 
Welcome to Wittenham Ways’ Christmas 2014 issue.  We’ve 

certainly been blessed with fantastic weather this year but while 

typing this the wind is blowing hard, stripping trees of their sum-

mer finery. Let us hope we don’t have the floods which caused such devastation 

earlier this year. The pictures on the television of families who lost everything 

makes us appreciate how lucky we were in Long and Little Wittenham only to 

have the main access road blocked.  

 

A huge heartfelt thanks to all contributors, advertisers and distributors. I am 

hopeful of Wittenham Ways continuing into 2015 having found a new (cheaper) 

printer. thanks Dee! I hope you like the result!  More financial support is always 

needed; long term readers will recognise that I started in 2011 with four issues 

a year but increasing print costs meant I had to reduce the number of issues 

back to three per year.  I am very grateful to PMS Oxford, Long Wittenham 

Parish Council and advertisers who enable this magazine to go free to every 

home in Little and Long Wittenham.  Apologies to contributors whose articles 

are either edited or in smaller font, due to limiting the publication to 36 pages. 

Also to Ania & Marshall Marcus for getting their name wrong in the last issue - 

very sorry! 

 

A reminder that I am still happy to 

collect prescriptions from Clifton 

Hampden surgery.  

 

Merry Christmas  

Happy New Year.  
 

Anne Byard  (01865 407168) 
wittways@longwittenham.com 
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In September we had a day for the  

whole diocese ‘The Grand Day Out’.  

Held in Oxford there was mass worship 

in Christchurch Meadow and workshops 

all over the city. Such a big event is 

 planned well ahead, so we did not  

know when we first heard about it,  

that this would turn out to be the farewell 

event for Bishop John Prichard, Bishop of Oxford, who has just retired. 

Bishop John arrived at The Grand Day Out on foot since he was on pil-

grimage walking The Thames Path.  

 

Two days later on Monday 22nd September Bishop John was doing the sec-

tion of the walk between Radley and Little Wittenham, so for much of that 

day he was walking through The Bridge Group parishes. Altogether the 

pilgrims walked from … to … : during the 18 days that this took, over a 

hundred people walked with Bishop John for at least a section of the pil-

grimage. That Monday a group of children from Culham School had lunch 

with the walkers at Culham Lock and Beth Chesney Evans, Liz Jones and I 

served tea and cakes to around 40 people at the end of their days walking 

at St Peter’s Little Wittenham, followed by a short service of prayer. 

I have never done a pilgrimage walk, only pilgrimage coach holidays, but 

the process of pilgrimage has that additional element of seeking to be close 

to God and to visit places of special spiritual significance. It’s a good thing 

to do in a group, but a young friend of mine walked the pilgrim way to San-

tiago de Compostela on his own one summer and he found that he met 

many people on the way and found it a very uplifting fulfilling experience, 

despite not having faith himself.  

 

Of course the Thames Path is a popular path for many walkers, but now 

you can find the material to add the element of Pilgrimage to your walk. 

The new web site - www.thamespilgrimway.org.uk, gives maps, infor-

mation, activities and prayers to use on a pilgrimage which we can find on 

our doorstep. There is also a booklet and if you are interested in buying a 

copy for £5, please contact me annefi36@aol.com. 

 

I do hope to see many of you over the period of Christmas and New Year. 

Every Blessing Anne 

http://www.thamespilgrimway.org.uk
mailto:annefi36@aol.com
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Baptisms: 

24th August Claire Louise Hedges 

31 August Poppy Hanna Bannister 

7 September Kai Kevin Green 

21 September Tilly Marienella Boyce

 

Marriages:  

30 August William Aldridge and Laura Butler 

12 September Thomas Maloney and Jennifer Coles 

13 September Christopher Briscoe and Maxine Ford 

11 October Royston Oxendale and Charlotte Tucker 

25 October Mark Hyland and Joanna Lucy Clinton 

 
Fenerals: 

3 September Sidney Richard Warr 

18 September Laurence William Lee 

7 November Laura Esther Marshall  

 

COMINGS, GOINGS & CONGRATULATIONS 

At the end of October Pat and David Lay left Long Wittenham to live in 

Abingdon to be nearer their family. David farmed Church Farm for many 

years while Pat started the Playgroup, served on the Parish Council as 

Chairman and was President of the WI as well as many other village activ-

ities!  We thank them for their enormous contribution to the village and 

wish them every happiness.  

 

Welcome to Christopher and Jennifer Brown who have come to live in 

Little Wittenham Road with their very special dog. 

  

On 3rd October John and Diana Wright of Westfield Road cel-

ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Golden congratula-

tions!! Also to Kathy and Geoff Carter who celebrated their 

45th wedding anniversary on 13th September. 

 

Congratulations to Jeremy & Mylene Parsons on the birth of Lewis. 
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COMINGS, GOINGS & CONGRATULATIONS 

    
Congratulations also go to Charlie Chesney-Evans 

who graduated with a First Class Honours Master 

of Chemistry degree (with a year in industry) from 

Liverpool University in the summer. He also won 

the top prize of best student in the Chemistry Hon-

ours School. He has now started a Doctor of Phi-

losophy (PhD) degree at the Department of Chem-

istry at the University of Oxford. He is researching 

cancer therapeutic drugs and will spend part of his 

research over the next three years at the Depart-

ment of Oncology at the John Radcliffe Hospital. 

 

 

 

 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY : DUE TO PARKING ISSUES 

THE MOBILE LIBRARY NOW CALLS AT PENDON 

MUSEUM on alternate Thursdays between 

10am and 10.20am. A full calendar is available 

on the village website  Upcoming dates are: 

11th December, 8th and 22nd January, 5th 

and 19th February and 5th and 19th March. 

Happy reading!   
 

DOCTORS SURGERY RUN: The following people kindly offer their  

services to take you to/from Clifton Hampden surgery.  

Mrs Sawers (French’s)  407515  

Mrs McCreight (The Old Farmhouse) 407958 

Mr Bishop (21 Westfield Road) 407227  

Lynn Parker (Little Wittenham)  07799 882062 

 

Users pay a small fee to the driver. If you would be 

happy to help take people to/from the surgery 
please contact the Editor on 01865 407168.  
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All £10 unless otherwise stated 

 

July 2014: 14 Mr & Mrs Cox, 154 Wendy Selwood, 97 

Jill Baldwin, 167 Mrs Barnes 

August 2014 : 70 Richard Jackson, 131 Philippa Rallings,  57 Rose Gill,  

86 Mike & Sally Duff 

September 2014: 20 Gill Lester £100, 33 Angela Osman, 69 Barry Per-

kins, 172 Mr Dodsworth 

October 2014: 79 John Stimson, 154 Wendy Selwood, 23 Karen Earl 

138 Ted Crook, 28 Vicky Mellor  
 

 
LATEST NEWS FROM WITTENHAM WI 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET VISIT 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported our joint outing 

to the Christmas Market held in the lovely surroundings of the Cathedral 

Close at Winchester on 4th December - if you receive this magazine before 

then, there may just be one or two places free - do contact me if you would 

like to come.  We are hoping to arrange another special outing with a very 

special destination in 2015 - watch this space! 
 
A VARIETY OF OUTINGS! 

Meanwhile, WI members have been enjoying a variety of outings this Autumn;  

the range of things on offer has varied from a day-trip to London to see the  

Jewish Museum in Islington, followed by a visit to Camden Market (a bit of  

an eye-opener!) to an evening talk organized by Oxfordshire Federation WI  

with Michael Portillo in Oxford Town Hall - other members went to a music  

taster day on the subject of Chopin!  Our own Wittenham meetings have 

heard two 2 splendid speakers in October and November - Liz Nightingale 

talking about  modern independent midwifery, and Amanda Wood on the sub-

ject of Burma - country opening up to business and tourism.       

 

CRAFT DAY 

We had a very enjoyable day in the Village Hall on 8 November, thanks to  

Jenny Garlick and her helpers, who shared their expertise in quilting and  

patchwork with a number of eager needlewomen from the village, both WI 

and non-WI members.                      Continued…/ 
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FUTURE PLANS 

Meanwhile, we`re busy planning for next year, which is the Centenary  

Celebration of the WI nationally, so a special year for us, and we hope to  

have some extra treats in store, including a return visit for a cookery  

demonstration from Christine Wallace, the quarter-finalist from the Great  

British Bake-Off and Radio Oxford presenter.  This will be a special evening  

open to everyone, so again, watch this space.  We welcome everyone to our  

open meetings, but for the WI to continue to offer the programme we do, we  

do need members!   Please consider giving us a try in 2015 - and you will  

find you can throw most pre-conceptions of the WI aside and just have a good  

time with some new friends! 

 

We bid farewell to Pat Lay, who over many years has been such a major part  

of our Institute, as past President, County WI Advisor, friend and source  

of wise judgement and experience.  We will miss you, Pat. 

 

 

WTTTENHAM LUNCH CLUB 

Lunch Club is held on the third Thursday of each month at 1.0pm in the Village 

Hall.  You pay £1.to join and then £3.00 each time you come to lunch.  If you 

are new to the village or maybe recently retired, why not come along and join 

us.  It would be a good opportunity to meet old friends or make new ones. We 

do have a few vacant places.  Just ring Jan Lester (407202) or June Woodage 

(407900) for further information. 

 

If you are a member we remind you that you need to ring us on or before the 

Monday morning prior to lunch club if you are NOT coming on a particular 

date. Our tea party this year was held on Sunday 5th October . Unfortunately 

the weather was not good enough to use the garden of the Harrisons but 35 

members enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon tea in the village hall. Our Christmas 

Lunch will be held on SUNDAY 14th December at 12.30 for 1.0pm   

 

We will be having a Christmas Raffle in aid of a Charity to be decided at our 

November lunch. If you would like to donate a prize please give to a member of 

the cooking staff OR bring to the Christmas Lunch.    JPW. 
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Children’s church 

Advent Activity Morning 

Saturday 

29
th
 November 10am-1pm 

 
 

Village Hall  

Long Wittenham 

Please come and join us for Christian based activities for all  

children aged 4 and over 

 
You are invited to a Christingle Service  

4.00pm Sunday 30th November 
@ St Peter’s Little Wittenham 

 
 
 
 

A Short Advent Family Service with Re-
freshments to follow. 
This is a Bridge Group of Churches Service:  

Long with Little Wittenham, Clifton Hampden and Culham Churches 
ALL WELCOME! 
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Village Round Up 
 

French Twinning Visit 8-10th May 2015  

Twinning Event on 28th February 2015 

 

Dear villagers, we would like to let you know about Long Wittenham's links 

with Thaon, a village in the French region of Normandy.  All of you will have 

passed many times the Long Wittenham signs stating our twinning connection 

- but perhaps some of you aren't aware what it means in practice. 

 

We have been twinned with Thaon since 2001 and in this time have estab-

lished strong relations with the village through regular visits in both directions, 

and many personal friendships have been built between individuals and families 

over this time. 

 

It would be great to have more people from Long Wittenham join in with the 

various twinning events, and this article gives you an introduction to how you 

can join the fun. 

 

Annual visits: Each year there is a trip across the channel - alternating be-

tween a group of individuals and families from Long Wittenham visiting Thaon, 

and them visiting us.  The visits usually take place in the Spring with the next 

visit scheduled for May 8-10th 2015 when a French group will visit us in Long 

Wittenham. 

 

We operate a system of "hosting" whereby a French individual, couple or fami-

ly stay with households in Long Wittenham for the weekend - and vice versa 

when we visit Thaon.  Wherever possible we link households up with people 

with similar circumstances - so it's a great way to get to know them and have 

fun, whilst you and your family learn or improve your conversational 

French!  You don't need to be able to speak any French to get involved. 

 

The Twinning Committee coordinate a range of activities over the weekend, 

ranging from trips to local towns and attractions, children's activities, markets, 

shops and so on as well as a communal meal/party in the village hall.  There's a 

real mixture on every visit. 

 

We are particularly keen to develop visits involving young people - the person-

al relationships with the families involved make such visits extremely rewarding  
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in lots of ways. It is not necessary to be both a host and a 

visitor.  You can be one or the other, or both, to suit 

your circumstances. 

 

What does it cost to get involved? 

Very little!  All events, parties and functions are paid for out of Twinning 

Association funds.  So when we visit Thaon, the only cost is getting there - and 

we have always been taken great care of by our French hosts and had a 

wonderful time. 

 

The Twinning Association raises funds in two ways.  The main source of income 

is a couple of fun social events held over the year, with the most popular being 

our quiz night and our wine tasting (details to follow shortly).  Secondly 

members pay a small annual fee to join the Twinning Association - just £5 for 

individuals and £8 for a family. 

 

Save the date - 28th February 2015! 

We are holding a twinning event on 28th February 2015.  Details to follow but 

please save the date and we promise it will be a fun evening! 

 

Sounds great!  How do I get involved? 

We would love you to get involved and join the fun.  If you are interested to 

host a French family in May 2015 or to visit France with us, please get in touch. 

 

We will also keep you informed of the other social events that are taking place. 

 

You can find out more from: 

Sue Tucker (Chair) suejtucker@btinternet.com 01865 407915  

Mark Pritchard (Secretary) mp@gallio.com 01865 408574  

 

About Thaon 

Thaon is a village in Normandy with a population slightly larger than Long 

Wittenham.  It has its roots in farming and is close to the city of Caen, home of 

an impressive castle from the time of William the Conqueror, as well as many 

places of interest including the D-Day beaches.  It's also only a few miles from 

the port of Ouistreham with a ferry service to Portsmouth, and so is easy for 

weekend visits, or as a stopover for personal trips through France. 

mailto:suejtucker@btinternet.com
mailto:mp@gallio.com


12 

 

Village Round Up 
 

WITTENHAM HONOURS THE FALLEN 

On a mild but windy and overcast Remembrance Day morn-
ing November 11 young and old from Long Wittenham 
came to pay their respects to Britain’s military dead 100 
years after the start of the First World War. Sixty pupils 
from Long Wittenham School were joined by councillors, 
church representatives, a former serviceman and villagers at 
the memorial outside the school to lay wreaths and small 

wooden crosses in tribute to those who died in all conflicts past and present. 
The school children placed 14 wooden crosses into the grass in front of the me-
morial to honour the 14 servicemen from the village who lost their lives during 
the 1914-18 war. Five pupils read brief biographies of five men whose names 
appear on the stone memorial. 
William Hermon, a private in the Cold Stream Guards, died aged 20 in 1918 in 
France. His body was never found.  Alan Eason (18) who served with the Royal 
Berkshire Regiment died in hospital in 1916 from serious wounds.  Percy Beck-
ett (19) also with the Royal Berks was wounded in April 1917 and died in hos-
pital from pneumonia. 
Harry Green, a private in the Royal Berks who was killed in action in France in 
1917 aged 36. Alec Chambers (21), the son of the family who ran the Plough 
pub, died from wounds received while serving in Palestine in November 1917. 
He was a corporal in the 17th Mounted Machine Gun Corps and was awarded 
the DCM (Distinguished Conduct Medal) and BAR, an extra distinction. 
Wreathes were laid by Anne Tomline on behalf of the Parish Council, Beth 
Chesney-Evans from the Parochial Church Council and Alan Harmer, a former 
Royal Navy Falklands veteran, on behalf of military personnel. The ceremony 
was conducted by the Rev. David Haylett, associate priest with the Dorchester 
team ministry. Before the traditional two-minutes silence was observed Mr 
Haylett said: “In this centenary year of the outbreak of the First World War we 
remember those men and women who have died fighting for peace and justice 
so that we today might live in freedom.” 

REAL ALE!  

CHEERS to the Plough pub in Long Wittenham. It’s put the village back on the 

Real Ale trail after an absence of 13 years. The Plough Inn features in the 2015 

edition of the Good Beer Guide published by CAMRA – the Campaign for Re-

al Ale and also appears in next year’s Good Pub guide. Wittenham featured in 

the Good Beer Guide several years ago when the Machine Man pub earned a 

coveted place in the publication, regarded as the real ale drinkers “bible”.  
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But when the pub in Fieldside closed in 2001 and was con-

verted into a house the village dropped out of the guide. 

 

But now The Plough is back as a popular watering hole for 

lovers of proper beer. Last summer it was voted best sum-

mer pub in south Oxfordshire by CAMRA. Under new land-

lord Liam Carberry and his family the Plough has spread its wings and sources 

its beer from many of the Oxfordshire and regional micro breweries that have 

sprung up in recent years. Liam said: “I am very pleased that we have managed 

to get the Plough into the Good Beer Guide. If CAMRA recommends us then 

you know that you’re going to get a decent pint. We feature many beers from 

the small local breweries in Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties. We ro-

tate them giving our customers a great choice. 

 

“It’s important that you look after the beer, cleaning the pipes and storing the 

beer properly so you are served with a top class pint – we give the beer some 

TLC and it repays everyone. We’re in CAMRA’s good books and intend to 

stay there.”  

 

The Plough along with the Vine and Spice pub-restaurant has been registered 

by Long Wittenham Parish Council with SODC l and approved as an Asset of 

Community Value. The ACV status protects the buildings and they cannot be 

sold without first allowing members of the village to put together a bid to buy 

them. AVCs are part of the government’s Localism Act 2011.  

 

News from Bodkins  

Our attempts to bring international football to Bodkins pre-season where 

thwarted yet again when our Welsh opponents were unable to raise a squad  

to travel to England at the last minute. We will keep trying. 

The start of the season has seen us with fewer registered players but of a 

higher calibre. This includes a number of last season’s youth team which can 

only be good. Both teams have started their league programmes with mixed 

fortunes. The first team have struggled with injuries and un-availability and are 

currently mid table. The reserves  which include  4/5 17 year old’s are com-

fortably in the top four. 

We are still in need of committee members particularly a treasurer. If you 

have any interest in joining a friendly club please contact Derek Meadham 

01865 407882 or Bill Symonds 01865 407202. 



14 

 

Village Round Up     

Long Wittenham CE Primary School 

 

The start of the school year has been an exciting one. We 

have welcomed two new enthusiastic teachers, Miss Prior 

and Miss Smith and 15 wonderful new pupils into our recep-

tion class.  In October, we donated produce to Didcot Food bank following 

our Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church and in September our Parents Associ-

ation held a Teddy Bear’s Picnic to welcome new parents and pupils. Thanks to 

the support of our PA and parents we are able to purchase tablet computers 

to enhance our teaching of computing skills. 

 

Mrs Arnold retired in July and she requested that instead of donations being 

used for a gift, the money went to SMILE Train instead. This is a charity that 

helps children born with a cleft palate and the sum of £356 was raised which 

will enable at least two children born with a cleft palate to have the surgery 

they need to enable them to lead a happier and healthier life. Our Year 6 pu-

pils who left us in July gave us the splendid gift of a new bench with seats ena-

bling the children to have some where to sit when outside. 

 

In November, Key Stage 2 pupils were invited to take part in a special day of 

Science and Engineering at Glaziers’ Hall in London. This is a project led by 

Oxford and Manchester Universities and Imperial College, London. The chil-

dren learned about improving aeroplane designs, electrical circuits and sustain-

able energy – and all had a great day which included seeing the Houses of Par-

liament, Trafalgar Square, The Monument, Marble Arch and Downing Street as 

well as meeting ‘real’ scientists and engineers. 

 

A St John Ambulance First Aid instructor came into school to teach the chil-

dren basic first aid including calling for help, the recovery position, CPR and 

how to use a defribillator. The children enjoyed the session as well as learning 

useful life skills. We have also been visited by PC Cox who came into school to 

speak about keeping safe – especially during the Halloween and Bonfire night 

season. 

Teams of boys and girls from KS 2 have entered football tournaments this 

term – and although they haven’t won, they have represented the school well 

and enjoyed themselves! 

 

Each month pupils from Year 6 accompany a member of staff, Angie, to join 

the Good Neighbour Group in the village hall. Both our pupils and the  
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members of the Good Neighbour group are benefitting from the experience 

as they talk to and help one another. Our Open Morning was very successful 

as our Year 6 pupils showed prospective parents around the school. We cur-

rently have vacancies for pupils in Year 1 and 4 (and may be able to accommo-

date pupils in Years 2 and 5). If you would like to know more about our 

school or would like your child to join us, please contact Ellie, our administra-

tor for further information or to arrange a visit. 

 

Our Christmas Market takes place on December 6th from 2pm-6pm; it will be 

an opportunity to purchase your Christmas gifts as well as enjoy the festivities 

including visiting Father Christmas or enjoying a glass of mulled wine to ac-

company hot chestnuts! 

 

Preparations are now underway for the Nativity Play performed by our infants 

and the Key Stage 2 performance of Pinocchio and we’re looking forward to 

our visit to the pantomime! 

Office.3233@long-wittenham.oxon.sch.uk                 Tel 01865 407850 

 

News from Little Wittenham 

 
The candlelit concert by guitarists Howden Jones at St Peter’s Church was 
a successful event in early September. On the evening, more than 100 peo-
ple attend the event, starting off in the manor and gardens with a sunlit 
warm supper of delicious lasagne and glass of wine.  Bell ringers welcomed 
everyone into the church.  The music sounded lovely with the acoustics of 
the church.  The building looked very pretty with many candles and flow-
ers.  At the interval the weather was still mild enough to be outside in the 
candlelit churchyard, for homemade chocolate brownies, drinks and lots of 
chatter.    
 
This was altogether a very enjoyable event which raised about £2,000 for 
the church. The event was organised by Fiona who has since moved away 
from the village with her partner David and have bought a house in Har-
well. We thank them for their contribution to the village and wish them 
happiness in their new home.  
 
We welcome to the village Peter and Nicky.  

mailto:Office.3233@long-wittenham.oxon.sch.uk
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St Mary’s Dental Practice 

 

Chris Ballard, BDS (Lond) LDS. RCS (Eng) 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 

 

21a St Mary’s Street 

Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel: 01491 825252 
 

We are a family orientated practice located in the 

centre of Wallingford.  The ethos of my Practice is one of care and considera-

tion from initial  

contact with my Receptionist through all members of the team and myself to 

provide you with all aspects of your dental requirements.  There is  

continuity of care through the long service of my staff members. 

 

For further information, or to make an appointment, please call my  

Receptionist on 01491 825252 
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December  
9th WI Yuletide Revelry! 7.30pm Village Hall 

11th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm  

12th Wallingford Museum talk ‘Nazi Art looter’ 

14th Lunch Club Christmas Lunch 

18th Good Neighbour Group 2.30-4pm Village Hall  

 

 

January 2015 

8th Mobile library @ Pendon 10am 

8th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

11th Earth Trust Winter Fruit Tree pruning 10am-4pm 

13th WI Meeting 7.30pm All you want to know about Tea 

15th Lunch Club/Good Neighbour Group 

22nd Mobile library @ Pendon 10am 
30th Earth Trust Star Walk 6pm-8pm 

 

February 2015 

1st Earth Trust Wings & Wheels 10am-2pm 

5th Mobile library @ Pendon 10am 

10th WI Meeting 7.30pm The story of the Changi Quilts 

12th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

18th WI Valentine’s Meal 

19th Lunch Club/Good Neighbour Group 

28th Mobile library @ Pendon 10am 

28th Twinning Quiz Night 

 

March 2015 

1st Foraging and Calzone Pizza Making 10am-2pm 

5th Mobile library @ Pendon 10am 

10th WI Meeting 7.30pm AGM plus cheese/wine tasting 

12th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

19th Mobile library @ Pendon 10am  

21-22nd and 28th-29th Earth Trust Lambing Weekend  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
 
GLIMMER OF HOPE FOR IMPROVED BUS SERVICE 

There’s a glimmer of hope that the village could have an improved bus service 

from next June. In a review of all county council subsidised bus services 

transport officers say that by finishing Service 97 from Wallingford at Berins-

field additional time could be created to enable a new, extra journey which 

would give the option of a short/long stay at Didcot. 

Villagers hope that a new service at around midday would be better than the 

current service which demands a three-hour wait for a return journey from 

Didcot. In its response to the county’s bus review the parish council called for 

an additional service. 

 

 Service 46 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from Drayton St Leonard to 

Long Wittenham, Appleford and Abingdon faces being reduced to once a 

week because of low usage and the cost. The county council wants to know 

which day the public prefers. The parish council suggests Monday, market day 

in Abingdon. 

 

At a meeting with the parish council the leader of the county council Ian Hud-

speth was asked if he could give a guarantee that the village would get a better 

bus service. He replied: “No. I cannot do that and raise expectations. It would 

be easy for me to give you a promise now but there are many aspects that 

have to be considered in our review of all service.” 

 

Pensioners Don Caws and Vic and Gill Lester spoke of the hardships and the 

isolation a reduced bus service caused elderly people and those who did not 

own a car. Mr Caws said a return taxi fare to Didcot cost nearly £23 and was 

too expensive for people on low incomes. Mr and Mrs Lester spoke of their 

difficulties in getting to and from Didcot and an unreliable service, concerns 

expressed by many villagers.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP) MOVES FORWARD 

WORK on Long Wittenham’s Neighbourhood Plan to help shape the future 

development of the village is moving ahead.  

 

At a public meeting details of the Neighbourhood Plan or NP were outlined by 

Parish Councillors Simon Thompson and Dr Peter Rose. In the last ten years 

there have been two consultations about the future needs of the village and .  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
 

this resulted in the Parish Council and Wittenham Vision group outlining the 

need for traffic calming measures, cycle paths, a limited need for new housing 

and the village hub concept to include a new school, village hall, shop and af-

fordable homes. It was explained that the NP would be community led and 

would have legal force, unlike previous village plans. It would help the parish 

council guide and plan development and could include anything that uses land 

and requires planning permission.  

 

It’s expected that the plan will take 18-24 months to complete. There will be 

frequent consultations at all stages with SODC, other interested bodies and 

the local community. Once agreed, there will be a referendum in the village 

and the plan will be adopted only if 50 percent of those voting are in favour. 

Development of the NP does not prevent separate work and conclusion of 

other issues, especially the Village Hub before the NP is complete.  

 

TRAFFIC 

There were calls for more traffic calming measures in view of the planned ex-

pansion of north-east Didcot towards the village. The Culham and Clifton 

Hampden bridges were described as being at capacity and the need for a new 

bridge and Wittenham bypass were expressed. Parking in the High Street is a 

problem especially around the chicanes. 

 

STARTER HOMES 

There was discussion about the need for starter homes so that young people 

bought up in the village would not have to move away to cheaper housing are-

as. The need for affordable housing will  be covered in a survey that would 

form part of the NP. 

 

VILLAGE HUB  

Other sites for a village hub have been identified other than Challis Farm but 

these all have significant drawbacks and will not be pursued until negotiations 

on preferred sites were complete. The parish council is to pay land agents 

Savills £2,200 for a valuation of the school and village hall sites for potential 

house building. Savills will also assess likely interest from developers and the 

likely cost of building a hub. 
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NEXT STEPS 

Development of the NP will be led by the parish council and a steering group 

of representatives of village organisations has been convened. Volunteers to 

join this group are being sought along with help to develop the plan especially 

from anyone with expertise in the areas of planning, traffic flows and environ-

mental issues. A survey will be developed to ask villagers their views on these 

issues. This will be circulated before planning, traffic flows and environmental 

issues. A survey will be developed to ask villagers their views on these issues. 

This will be circulated before Christmas.  

 

DEFLATE THE VOLUME 

 

The Plough pub in Long Wittenham has come under fire from neighbours an-

gry at loud weekend music concerts. But landlord Liam Carberry has pledged 

to work with neighbours and South Oxfordshire District Council to reduce 

sound levels at future events.  

 

Next door residents Chisolm and Gay Ogg told the parish council that the 

noise from bands last summer was intolerable at times and they were consid-

ering stopping their annual garden open days for charity. Other neighbours 

living close by also complained about noise levels. District Councillor for Wit-

tenham Celia Collett met Mr Carberry who also spoke to the District Coun-

cil’s Environmental Health department about sound levels and arrangements 

for music events next year.  

 

This summer the Plough staged four music-based weekend events. Mr and Mrs 

Ogg said the last event in August, the Skittle Alley, was “an extremely noisy 

event.” After previous music events the Oggs bought a sound monitor and 

logged decibel levels. Mr Ogg said: “During the music our garden was  unin-

habitable. It was impossible to carry out a normal conversation. I had to wear 

ear protectors.”  

 

Mrs Ogg said : “We like to hear people enjoying themselves in the pub garden 

but it’s wrong that neighbours should be deprived of the use of their gardens 

for several summer weekends because of loud and intrusive music. We have 

no desire to harm business at the Plough which is a community asset but there 

needs to be better control over music events in future.” 

          Continued…/ 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council 
 

At the Parish Council’s October meeting Mr Carberry said: “I met Mrs Collett 

and an Officer from the District Council with the purpose of striking a happy 

medium. We don’t want to upset anyone, particularly our neighbours. The 

sound level will be addressed in the future and we will give longer notice of 

our plans. For the first music event next year we will have a Council Officer 

here to monitor sound levels. In the last two years our events have help raise 

£15,000 for charities. We are working hard to make a success of The Plough 

which we believe is an important asset to village life.”  

 

Village resident Sharon Murphy said the Plough had been staging musical 

events for years, providing entertainment for the public. She said: “The Plough 

is the hub of village life and has been a great asset. I hope it continues.” 

Cllr Gordon Rogers said both the Plough and Vine and Spice pub-restaurant 

had been registered with the district council as Assets of Community Value. 

He added: “We are lucky to have two pubs when throughout the country 30 

pubs a week are closing. We must support the pubs which are as important to 

the vitality of this community as the ancient church and school.  At the same 

time the rights of neighbours to quality of life must be respected. Let’s hope a 

way forward has been found.” 

 

NEW MEMBER 

Retired civil engineer Steve Brown has joined the council, bringing the number 

of councillors up to six, still one short of the maximum. Mr Brown from High 

Street has lived in Long Wittenham for 32 years. He was behind the formation 

earlier this year of the Good Neighbours group which brings together retired 

people who may need support..  

 

He was instrumental in undertaking a survey of traffic speeds in the village in 

the summer and has proposed putting hashed road markings on the sharp 

bend near the cross. The idea is being examined by the county’s highways de-

partment. 

 

Mr Brown worked for Oxfordshire County Council for 15 years and later for 

Oxford City Council before joining Windsor and Maidenhead council as head 

of the roads and transport division. He said:” I am looking forward to helping 

the parish council tackle the challenges ahead.” 
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continued from page 15  

 

Rockets reached for the sky and burst into multi-coloured stars. Catharine 

wheels whirled. Crackers crackled. And the big bonfire toasted cold hands and 

feet at Long Wittenham’s  annual  fireworks and bonfire night in  Ward’s Field. 

Despite dire forecasts of a wet wipe out the rain clouds rolled away and more 

than 350 adults and children attended the event which was hailed a great suc-

cess. Chief organiser Emma Newman said: “It was a memorable night and we 

would like to thank all those who supported the event. We had possibly one 

of the biggest bonfire’s ever this year thanks to the Earth Trust who supplied 

most of the wood as well as manpower to transport it from Little Wittenham 

to Ward’s field and then to get it onto the bonfire.”  

Mrs Newman also thanked Ian Jones and Wendy Pullin and their team of Ex-

plorer scouts who provided help all day on Saturday, building the bonfire, put-

ting up gazebos, lights, and then marshalling and providing first aid cover on 

the night.  

The women’s cricket team organised the barbeque and the school PTA ran 

the sweet treats stall. The church provided Ward’s Field. Mrs Newman also 

thanked the school for selling tickets, loaning the playground for car parking 

and the speaker and microphone; the Pendon Museum for the use of its car 

park and the Plough pub. 

The Guy Fawkes competition was judged by the Rev Anne Ilsley and won by 

Georgie (11) and Lewis Newman (7) from Long Wittenham who set a new 

trend with their mermaid “Gal Fawkes”. The Plough pub donated a set of fam-

ily cinema tickets. The parish council agreed to underwrite the fireworks 

event in the event of cancellation through bad weather. In addition the council 

paid £212 for the cost of insurance. 

Anyone interested in helping next year’s event can get in touch with Mrs 

Newman on 407287 or Email: emmanewman@me.com 
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WINTER/SPRING IN THE GARDEN – WITH GARDENJEN 
 

There are many plants to give interest in the 

garden in winter – make the garden colourful 

with planting up some hellebores, hardy cyc-

lamen, winter aconite and some snowdrops. 

They will certainly brighten up the garden. 

 

DECEMBER 

Keep borders free from fallen leaves before 

bulbs start to show through. 

Prune red currants and gooseberry bushes. 

Pinch out the tips of autumn sown sweet 

peas to promote bushier growth. 

Deadhead pansies regularly.  

Cut back any overgrown honeysuckle. 

December is a good time to get the lawnmower serviced and blades sharp-

ened. 

This is the best month to do any major pruning on trees and shrubs.  

Make sure any frost vulnerable plants are protected.  

Look through seed catalogues and start planning for next season. 

 

JANUARY 

Winter prune wisteria, cut back side shoots to five buds from base. 

Prune apple trees. 

Prune autumn fruiting raspberries down to ground level. 

Prune ornamental vines and grape vines now, while they are fully dormant. 

Lift and divide snowdrops ‘in the green’ they will establish more quickly. 

Prune dogwoods and willows. 

Start forcing rhubarb. 

 

FEBRUARY 

Finish apple and pear pruning and then feed with potash. 

Prune winter flowering jasmine and any other winter flowering shrubs that 

have finished flowering. 

Prune late flowering clematis (group 3) cutting stems close to the ground 

above a pair of sprouting new shoots. 

Sow seeds that need a long growing season.  These include:  chillies, gerani-

ums, busy lizzies and sweet peas. 

Chit early seed potatoes. 
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MARCH 

Prune bush roses – feed with a rose fertilizer. 

Pick off any seed heads that are developing on daffodils. 

Feed rhododendrons, azaleas, pieris and camellias with ericaceous plant food. 

Plant summer flowering bulbs. 

Towards the end of this month it may be possible to mow the grass.  Make 

sure that you have the cutting blades on their highest setting. 

March is a good time to divide herbaceous perennials. 

Plant early seed potatoes, shallots, garlic and onion sets.  
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Cricket Without Boundaries in Uganda 

 
When the eight of us met at Heathrow we were all expecting quite an ex-

perience coaching cricket in Uganda for two weeks. I do not, however, 

think any of us expected the experience to be as profound and humbling as 

it turned out to be. 

 
Cricket Without Boundaries is a charity which combines cricket coaching 

with HIV/AIDS awareness. It operates in Botswana, Cameroon, Kenya, 

Rwanda and Uganda. I was involved in the Uganda Project, along with seven 

others, three of whom were also qualified cricket coaches. 

 
Teaming up with two coaches from the Uganda Cricket Association, we 

ran four-day courses in Kamuli and Lugazi, followed by a three-day course 

in Masindi, The courses consisted of the first day when we were coaching 

the school teachers, two days coaching the children, plus a festival on the 

final day involving a round robin set of matches between the various 

schools culminating in a final. Teachers who attended all (or most) of the 

days were awarded an ECB endorsed coaching certificate. 

 
During all the sessions, while coaching cricket we were also reinforcing the 

ABC’s and T of HIV awareness. A stands for abstinence, B for Be Faithful 

(to your partner) and C for Use a Condom. T means get Tested, as the 

earlier someone finds out they have HIV, the earlier they can get medica-

tion - free in Uganda - to delay the onset of AIDS. 

 
The work was full-on but very rewarding. On one day we coached 240 

children in the morning session, followed by 366 different children in the 

afternoon. I slept well that night. 

 
In between all this mayhem we had two days off during which I managed to 

go white water rafting down the Nile, got arrested with two friends at gun-

point by an army sergeant for suspected terrorism, rode four-up on a 

(quite small) motorcycle, and push started our safari vehicle in the lion area 

during a game drive. 
 

However, the most sobering and humbling experience was a visit to an or-

phanage in Masindi. All 146 children in the Family Spirit Orphanage have a 

very serious illness, many of them with full-blown AIDS.  
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The couple who run the orphanage, Susan and Isaac, also have AIDS. The 

children gave us an amazing welcome with a concert during which they sang 

for about half an hour. Most of us were in tears at one point or another. 

 
This has been, without doubt, one of the most worthwhile projects in 

which I have ever been involved, and I will certainly be visiting Uganda 

again. CWB have hit on a formula that makes HIV/AIDS education fun and 

interesting. I can still hear the squeals of delight from the children as they 

cheered their teammates on (in both batting and bowling). 

 
Paul Rallings 

 
Postscript: Having kept in touch with Family Spirit Orphanage and Primary 

School, I am now raising funds to help them build a water tower, which is 

the next phase of development following completion of new boys and girls 

dormitories. If you would like to donate to this fund, please contact me on 

p.rallings@btinternet.com or phone me on 407230. 
  

mailto:p.rallings@btinternet.com
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Cookery Corner  
with Sarah Wells  of Cordon Bleu Cooking 

 
Here are two seasonal ideas; a delicious mincemeat with a differ-

ence,  

and a festive drink which is great to serve at drinks parties.   

Merry Christmas everyone! 

Pear & Apple Mincemeat 
Ingredients 
3 eating apples    2 tsp cinnamon 
1 ripe pear     pinch ground cloves 
100g raisins     pinch nutmeg 
100ml apple juice    Seeds from 1 vanilla pod 
75g dried cranberries   1 orange, zest only, finely grated 
50g pecan nuts, finely chopped  1cm piece fresh ginger, finely chopped 
2 tsp ground ginger   3 tbsp. cider, calvados or brandy 
(optional) 

 
Peel, core and cut the apples and pear into 1cm chunks. Place in a saucepan 

with all the other ingredients and cook gently, stirring occasionally, until the 

apples begin to soften. Remove from the heat and leave the mixture to infuse 

for 30 minutes before using.  

 

 

Spiced Apple & Cinnamon Warmer 
 
Ingredients 

10cm piece fresh ginger, thinly sliced  2 litres apple juice 

4 star anise      4 tbsp. clear honey 

12 cloves      4 tbsp. lemon juice 

2 cinnamon sticks     (Calvados or brandy can be added) 

 
Tie the ginger and spices in a small piece of muslin. Place it with the rest of the 

ingredients in a saucepan and simmer gently for 30 minutes. Discard the spice 

bag and pour into glasses with a teaspoon to avoid cracking the glasses. Serve 

hot. 
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BACHPORT  

Burcot and Clifton Hampden for the Protection of the River 

Thames—Campaign progress 

Growth 

The campaign to resist the proposed planning application for a quarry and 

concrete plant continues to grow in strength and numbers. We now have 

400+ registered supporters and the backing of the four Parish Councils 

(Clifton Hampden/Burcot, Long Wit-

tenham, Appleford and Culham). A lot 

has been achieved, we have learned a 

great deal and team morale is good. 

However, there is still a lot of hard 

work to do in order to ensure we’re 

successful.  

 

Planning 

We have recruited a very experienced 

planning consultant to pull together 

our case for rejecting the development. The core elements of our case have 

been outlined and we are focused on putting more 'meat on the bones', in-

cluding using other expert advice that we have recruited in recognised crucial 

areas of the campaign.  

 

Fundraising 

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far - significant funds have already 

been raised. We do, however, need more, as expert advice is expensive. If you 

have not already done so, please consider making a donation today by going to 

http://bachport.uk/fundraising/ or visiting the Clifton Hampden village shop. All 

donations will be treated anonymously but gratefully. If you have already made 

a donation online please remember to drop off a 'reply' slip to the village shop 

or to Giles Baxter (address on slip) so we can reconcile the donations in our 

account. Thank you. 

 

Marketing 

You will have seen the various NO QUARRY signs around the villages. These 

have the dual purpose of raising awareness and demonstrating our community 

solidarity. We continue to gain more supporters every day, supporters who 

will be a real asset later in the campaign when we will need everyone – includ-

ing you – to write letters and argue for this application to be refused.  

 
 

http://bachport.uk/fundraising/
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So far our campaign has featured on BBC TV, BBC Radio, the local press and in 

various other media. Please keep looking at http://bachport.uk/ for information 

and updates.  

 

External relations 

A vast array of different public and private bodies and individuals are involved in a 

quarry planning application. We aim to talk with all of them, collect information 

and, of course, lobby them on behalf of all Bachport supporters. John Howell, MP, 

recently organised a very high-powered meeting that we attended at the Culham 

Science Centre which was most successful, looking at the impacts of various de-

velopments, including the quarry, on local traffic problems.   

 

Keep in touch 

Email: bachport@btinternet.com  

Website: http://bachport.uk 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/bachport    

Twitter: http://twitter.com/bachport247 

 
 

 

Sharman Roofing 
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing  

specialist 
 

Tiling, slating, leadwork, gutter-
ing and fascias, new builds, re-

roofs, 
extensions and sheds 

 
All work considered 

 
For a free no obligation quote 

call Mark on 
 

07979 791075 
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 

http://bachport.uk/
mailto:bachport@btinternet.com
http://bachport.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/bachport
http://twitter.com/bachport247
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More Village Round Up           

COUNCIL REJECTS CHURCH PLANS 

Plans by the Plymouth Brethren to open a new place of worship in Long 

Wittenham have been rejected by South Oxfordshire District Council 
because they violate the council’s policy on protecting places of employ-

ment. Now the Brethren are pinning their hopes on a change in Gov-

ernment policy.  

 

Earlier this year the Christian organisation bought an empty building 

near Bodkin’s sports field off Northfield Lane for an undisclosed sum. 

The building was used as business premises and the new owners applied 

to the council for a change of use.  

 

Plymouth Brethren’s application has been turned down even though the 

former leather business has re-located to new premises a mile away. 

The church considered an appeal but hopes that new Government poli-

cy relaxing certain planning conditions will work in its favour. 

 

Church member Bruce Robertson said: “We have considered appealing 

the council’s decision but our planning consultants have advised us that 

the Government is expected to relax certain planning conditions that 

would work in our favour. We had hoped to open later this year after 

carrying out repairs to the building but clearly that’s been put on hold 

for the time being. We are still keen to open up our church in Long 

Wittenham.” 
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Curtains and Blinds etc. 
For commercial or domestic purposes, hand made,  

interlined, with trims should you wish… 
 

Designer fabrics, curtain poles and  
accessories available 

 
Contact Sharon Bunting on: 07753 198246 or 

s_bunting1@sky.com  
ww.buckramandbump.co.uk 

 

 

What are PROBIOTICS and do I need them? 
Pro (from the Greek root ‘promoting’) and biotic (from the Greek root ‘life’) – simply 

means ‘promoting life’. Our digestive system has "good" bacteria and "bad" bacteria 

and we need both.  For optimum health we need a balance between the two.  Pollution, poor 

life-style choices and taking prescribed antibiotics can cause an excess of ‘bad’ bacteria 

leading to poor health. Taking probiotics can help restore the natural balance of your gut 

bacteria. 

 

Only products containing live organisms can claim to be a probiotic.  Taken orally they 

must be able to pass through the stomach to reach the gut without being destroyed by 

the acidic conditions of the stomach. The history of probiotics can be traced back to the 

first use of cheese and fermented products, well known to the Greeks and Romans who 

recommended their consumption. The fermentation of dairy foods is one of the oldest 

techniques for food preservation. There is excellent evidence in support of probiotics 

suggesting their use can help with conditions, such as diarrhea, IBS, lactose intolerance, 

vaginal conditions, eczema, Chrons disease and reducing cholesterol. 

 

As with all things, the evidence is not conclusive – your body will be your best guide.   

Give them time, try taking probiotics for three months and if you feel good keep taking 

them.  If you have been taking prescribed antibiotics long term then probiotics are rec-

ommended. There are many strains of probiotics (nothing’s ever simple!) so choose a 

product with at least 6 different strains and one that has a protective coating enabling it 

to reach the gut effectively. For more info and to trial a 6 strain probiotic contact 

Hazel Loutsis on 01491 614272. 
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