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Introduction 

The lesson has a Resource titled Johnny goes over the Edge by Geoffrey Barter. 

Instructions 

In your exercise book, copy the header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and 

legible.(I will be checking your Exercise book when you return to school). 

How Johnny went over the Edge 

By Geoff Barter 

Ill tell you now. I had nothing to do with it. I was there and all, but there’s not much a 

kid like me can do to a stop big kids from doing what they want. I was just laughing 

with the other kids, and I guess when you’re laughing, and not telling them to stop, it 

kind of makes you feel like you’re a part of it. But it wasn’t my idea, and I guess I 

don’t feel as bad about it as Craig and Bruce. They’re the ones whose idea it was. 

They’re big kids, almost sixteen, and if you want to hang around with them or telling 

them what to do what they say. It’s best for us because I’ve seen Craig smack little 

kids, even girls, right in the face for not doing what he says. 

Anyway one day Craig and Bruce decided to play a trick on Johnny Bell. Johnny’s a 

fat kid who lives up the road. Well he doesn’t actually live up the road any more. He 

doesn’t live anywhere because he is dead. 

Everyone was always playing tricks on Johnny. He wasn’t as smart as the other kids 

and I suppose he was pretty easy to play tricks on .He wasn’t such a bad kid though. 

He was bigger than everyone else, but I never once saw him get mad or hit anyone. 

He didn’t seem to mind if kids when kids played tricks on him. At least that way he 

would muck around with us. 

He didn’t even get mad the day Craig and Bruce held him down and took his clothes 

off and made him walk home with nothing on. I reckon he just lay there and let them 

take his clothes off. He would have stopped them if he wanted to, because Johnny’s 
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pretty strong. His dads a bricklayer and I’ve seen Johnny lift bags of cement into his 

dads truck   all by himself .It takes four of us to lift one. 

I’m not as strong as Johnny, but I’d sure put up a fight if they tried to take my clothes 

off. 

 

Practice Exercise 1 

Read the questions below and answer the questions. Copy the question first and 

then answer the question in complete sentences  

 

1. List what you think is the dominant mood or atmosphere in the Resource1 Johnny 

goes over the edge. 

2. Writers often use word pictures to create a mood or atmosphere. Study the two 

extracts and note down the words and expressions that have influenced your 

decision about their mood or atmosphere .What particular connotations did these 

words and expressions have on you? 

 

 

 

Mood and atmosphere is the overall feeling that we get from a text as we become 

involved in the characters’ emotions and actions, and respond to the descriptions of 

the settings and conflicts 

 
 


