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About Matt 
Matt Bianco is a homeschooling father of three and the director of The 

Lost Tools of Writing for the CiRCE institute. He is also a mentor in the 

CiRCE apprenticeship program. He loves talking with kids about 

philosophy, great literature, and big ideas, and he joins us today to 

share about ways to incorporate Socratic discussion into Morning 

Time.  

Key Ideas 
● Socratic dialogues were originally one-on-one conversations with Socrates or another great 

philosopher and an interlocutor. Now Socratic discussion typically happens in a group setting and 
is focused on the use of questions to investigate an idea. 

● Socratic discussion is an opportunity for those involved to seek the truth and come to know it 
better. It is important to accept the ideas that our children come to when having a discussion. 
They may want to discuss something other than what we had planned, but if we allow them to 
take from the text what catches their attention, they are more likely to internalize the discussion 
and grow from it.  

● It is also okay if our children arrive at, what we would consider, the wrong conclusions at the end 
of a discussion. If Socratic dialogue is a hallmark of our family or homeschool culture, our children 
will have more opportunities to approach topics again down the road. They may come to a 
different conclusion at that time. We should allow our children the time to play with ideas and 
critically think about them while we are there to guide them.  
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Quotables 
“Almost any real education, anything true about education, is always going to start with philosophy.“ 

Matt Bianco 
“Probably the main thing that we can do as parents is to stop seeing this as an opportunity to impose 

my will or my view on them, but to listen to what they're thinking.” 

Matt Bianco 
“Judgment is a skill. Thinking is a skill. It's something that has to be practiced and trained.” 

Matt Bianco 
“I think what Socratic discussion turns out to be in the end is this journey that everybody involved 

goes on to get to the truth.” 

Matt Bianco 
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Time Stamps 
3:13 meet Matt Bianco 
3:37 Who is Socrates? 
6:06 defining Socratic discussion 
12:24 the goal of Socratic discussions 
20:57 the use of comparison in Socratic discussion 
26:21 studying circumstances in Socratic discussion 
28:50 Socratic discussion with multiple ages 
38:05 choosing good topics for a discussion 
44:56 keeping the discussion from becoming adversarial 
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