
The Third Sunday of Advent repeats an Isaiah reading from earlier in the week, filled with promise, healing and a hope for our 
longing: "Then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing.... They will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow 
and mourning will flee." In Matthew's Gospel, John the Baptist hears of Jesus' work and sends a message to his cousin: "Are you 
the one who is to come, or should we look for another?" Jesus replies that his work speaks for itself. "The blind regain their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them."

Monday is the Memorial of Our Lady of Guadalupe, in the Americas. Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint Lucy, virgin and martyr. 
Wednesday is the Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, priest and doctor of the Church.

We continue to focus on the first readings in this first part of Advent. From the Book of Numbers, we have the proclamation that "a 
star shall advance from Jacob..." Zephaniah is the prophet of impending doom, if the people don't abandon their idolatry. But this 
week we read about consoling healing, "on that day," when the Lord comes. Isaiah's message is full of promise: "Turn to me and be 
safe ... for I am God; there is no other!" "Fear not, you shall not be put to shame ... with great tenderness I will take you back ... My 
love shall never leave you."

Gospels are chosen to show Jesus as the fulfillment of these promises: his question to the Pharisees who challenge his authority; the 
parable of the two sons; the Baptizer's question about whether Jesus is the promised one; the fulfillment Jesus points to; Jesus' praise 
of John the Baptist; Jesus points to his works as his testimony.

Saturday is December 17th, which begins the second part of Advent. In these last eight days of Advent the focus returns to the 
gospels with stories from Jesus' family in the time before he was born. In Matthew's gospel, we read the genealogy, the list of Jesus' 
ancestors. Joseph decides to divorce the pregnant Mary until an angel appears to him in a dream, saying, "It is through the Holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her."

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we read in Matthew's Gospel about Joseph and his decision to divorce the pregnant Mary. An angel 
comes to Joseph: "Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her."

Daily Prayer This Week

This third week of Advent, our daily prayer continues to allow us to become much more concrete about naming our desires and preparing 
the way for the Lord. We begin this week with joy, knowing that our celebration of all the ways our Lord comes to us is near.

For some of us, the great grace will be to ask that expectant hope - and the joy that this can bring - will fill our hearts and replace 
whatever is heavy or dark or sad there. We can only let our Lord bring good news to us in our own poverty, if we acknowledge that we 
are poor in some ways. He can only proclaim liberty and release to us if we can admit that we are captives and prisoners to so many 
habits and patterns that inhibit joy.

This is a week of recognizing ourselves, and recognizing our need for a Savior - a wonderful way to prepare for Christmas.

We can only turn to our God and trust in the safety we find accepting our God as the only god of our lives, if we first can name the 
place in which we are in danger from the choices we are making.

We can surrender our fear of being put to shame by humbly coming face to face with the un-humble person we can sometimes be. 
The depths of gratitude and joy come when we can experience the tenderness with which our Lord keeps taking us back.

This is a wonderful week to examine our consciences as we let our daily, prayer filled background moments interact with some of the 
places in our daily lives in which we discover the need for mercy and peace. Wherever we encounter some experience of darkness or 
fear, some struggle with faith or hope, some discouragement about my own generosity or freedom, it is there that we have an 
opportunity to pause, in the briefest way and pray, "Come, Lord Jesus; come and visit me here, in this place." Preparing to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, individually or in common, can be a powerful Advent religious experience. And the one who forgives us 
deeply desires to heal us and give us his peace.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno, blessed Sunday!

In the Gospel of today’s Liturgy we hear a beautiful promise that introduces us to the Season of Advent: “Your Lord is coming” (Mt 
24:42). This is the foundation of our hope, it is what supports us even in the most difficult and painful moments of our life: God is 
coming, God is near and is coming. Let us never forget this! The Lord always comes, the Lord visits us, the Lord makes himself 
close, and will return at the end of time to welcome us in his embrace. Before this word, we ask ourselves: How will the Lord come? 
And how will we recognize him and welcome him? Let us dwell briefly on these two questions.

The first question: how will the Lord come? Very often we hear it said that the Lord is present on our path, that he accompanies us 
and speaks to us. But perhaps, distracted as we are by many things, this truth remains merely theoretical for us; yes, we know that 
the Lord is coming but we do not live according to this truth, or we imagine that the Lord will come in a spectacular way, perhaps 
through some miraculous sign. And instead, Jesus says that he will come as in “the days of Noah” (cf. v. 37). And what did they do 
in the days of Noah? Simply, the normal, everyday things of life, as always: “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage” 
(v. 38). Let us bear this in mind: God is hidden in our life, he is always there – he is concealed in the commonest and most ordinary 
situations in our life. He does not come in extraordinary events, but in everyday things; he manifests himself in everyday things. He 
is there, in our daily work, in a chance encounter, in the face of someone in need, even when we face days that seem grey and 
monotonous, it is right there that we find the Lord, who calls to us, speaks to us and inspires our actions.

However, there is a second question: how can we recognize and welcome the Lord? We must be awake, alert, vigilant. Jesus warns 
us: there is the danger of not realizing his coming and being unprepared for his visit. I have recalled on other occasions what Saint 
Augustine said: “I fear the Lord who passes by” (Sermons, 88, 14.13), that is, I fear that he will pass by and I will not recognize him! 
Indeed, Jesus says that those people in the time of Noah ate and drank “and they did not know until the flood came and swept them 
all away” (v. 39). Pay attention to this: they did not realize anything! They were absorbed in their own things and did not realize that 
the flood was about to come. Indeed, Jesus says that, when he will come, “two men will be in the field; one is taken and one is left” 
(v. 40). In what sense? What is the difference? Simply that one was vigilant, he was waiting, capable of discerning God’s presence 
in daily life, whereas the other was distracted, “pulled along”, and did not notice anything.

Brothers and sisters, in this Season of Advent, let us be shaken out of our torpor and let us awaken from our slumber! Let’s try to 
ask ourselves: am I aware of what I am living, am I alert, am I awake? Do I try to recognize God’s present in daily situations, or am 
I distracted and a little overwhelmed by things? If we are unaware of his coming today, we will also be unprepared when he arrives 
at the end of time. Therefore, brothers and sisters, let us remain vigilant! Waiting for the Lord to come, waiting for the Lord to come 
close to us, because he is there, but waiting alert. And may the Holy Virgin, Woman of waiting, who knew how to perceive the 
passing of God in the humble and hidden life of Nazareth and welcomed him in her womb, help us in this journey of being attentive 
to wait for the Lord who is among us and passes by.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2022/documents/20221127-angelus.html

11 December Year A

Third Sunday of Advent

This is the one about whom it is written: ‘Behold, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare 
your way before you.’
Matthew 11:2-11

Joy
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The depths of gratitude and joy come when we can experience the tenderness with which our Lord keeps taking us back.

This is a wonderful week to examine our consciences as we let our daily, prayer filled background moments interact with some of the 
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fear, some struggle with faith or hope, some discouragement about my own generosity or freedom, it is there that we have an 
opportunity to pause, in the briefest way and pray, "Come, Lord Jesus; come and visit me here, in this place." Preparing to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, individually or in common, can be a powerful Advent religious experience. And the one who forgives us 
deeply desires to heal us and give us his peace.
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Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2022/documents/20221127-angelus.html

GIFT 2022: Answering the Call to Stewardship. This weekend, Catholic Foundation is renewing its annual 
appeal for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising and 
missionary Church. Steward and support the works of the organisations and projects of the archdiocese by 
making a monthly giving pledge – the most reliable source of funding for the archdiocese. Or, give via 
PayNow (UEN: 201231391K). Pick up the GIFT 2022 brochure or visit catholicfoundation.sg for more info.

GIFT Contributions. Next weekend, 17/18 December, being the 3rd weekend of the month, there will be a 
call for contributions via a second collection for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to 
build a more vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. Steward and support the works of the organisations 
and projects of the archdiocese by making a monthly giving pledge. You can also give via PayNow (UEN: 
201231391K). More info at catholicfoundation.sg



Infant Jesus booklet
on sale from

1 December 2022

Infant Jesus devotion booklet

You can get them in the parish office 5$



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 



City District Penitential Service
Below are the schedule: 

9 December : St Teresa 
12 December : Our Lady of Lourdes
13 December : St Joseph (Victoria St)
14 December : Cathedral of the Good Shepherd
15 December : St Bernadette
16 December : St Michael
19 December : Sacred Heart
20 December : Novena
 
Novena to the Infant Jesus
9 days Christmas Novena to the Infant Jesus prayer will be recited after all 6.00pm evening masses from 16 
December to 24 December including Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday 4.00pm and on 24 December after the 
7.20am mass.

Christmas Masses
24 Dec 2022 (Saturday)

8.30pm : Mandarin Carolling 
9.00pm  : Mandarin Mass
11.00pm : English Carolling
12.00am : English Mass

25 Dec 2022 (Sunday)

8.30am : Mandarin Mass 
11.00am : English Mass 
2.00pm : Cantonese Mass
4.00pm : English Mass

Year-End Thanksgiving Mass
31 December 2022 (Saturday) 
9.00pm : English Mass
   - Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

1 January 2023 (Sunday) - Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

8.30am : Mandarin Mass 
11.00am : English Mass 
2.00pm : Cantonese Mass
4.00pm : English Mass

Note - there is 
no 5.30pm mass

Note - there is 
no 5.30pm mass



The Parish of Saints Peter & Paul has put together an Advent Tree Project. This project involves 
the decoration of an Advent Tree with ornaments; each ornament represents each family's 

Advent commitment to grow in love as a family unit. Families are invited to write their 
commitments on these decorative ornaments.

本堂在这期间将筹办一项将临树项目。这项目让各家庭在将临期内把委身承诺于天主的行动，写在代
表承诺的装饰品上，并用来点缀圣诞树。

Write your intentions on the stars provided 
and drop it into the box. We will hang the star 
on the Advent tree for you.

请把您的承诺写在这些星形的卡片上，放进箱子里
。工作人员将会帮您把这些卡片挂在将临树上。

The Advent Tree
将临树



Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these 
at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



Registration for
Catechism

The Catechetical Ministry is pleased to announce that 
the 2023 Registration for children born in 2015-2016 is 

now open.

Deadline for registration is Dec 23, 2022.

Session Details
All Levels : Sunday, 9.30 – 10.30 AM

Contact
Nicolette Tay / Kas Chan:  sppccdministry@gmail.com





2022-23 CATECHIST and PARENT VOLUNTEER
St. Peter and Paul Church - Singapore

JOIN US:

Peace be with you! We have opportunities to serve SPP ministry as Children 
Catechist and Parent Volunteer.

Role Qualification: Only your passion to serve the Lord.

Benefit: Growing your faith and make a difference 

Registration/Contact: Nicolette / 96666934 or 
register your interest here on our google form 
(https://forms.gle/erBQ6En8SMU7DJxz9) and 
our team will contact you.

Mark 3:13-14 : And He went up on the mountain  and called to him those whom He 
desired, and  they came to Him. And He appointed twelve  (whom He also named 
apostles) so that they might be with Him and He might send them out to preach



 

 
To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


