
 
 
 
 

 
Oct. 2 World Communion Sunday 

  

  PW Mum Sale 
 

  CROP Walk 
 

Oct. 9 3rd Graders Receive Bibles 
 

Oct. 14 American Red Cross  
 Blood Drive 
 

Oct. 14-16 
 Halloweekend at Cedar Point 
 for Youth Groups 

 
Oct. 16 Rich & Brandon Ridenour, 

 Trumpet Invasion Concert 
 

Oct. 20 PW Gathering 
 
Oct. 21-23 All-Church Retreat 
 
Oct. 30 All-Saints Sunday 
 

  Generosity Sunday 
   

  Whole-Church Breakfast 
 

Nov. 4 Roots Lock-In 
 

Nov. 6 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

Nov. 11 Feeding America Food Truck 
 

Nov. 13 TCM Town Hall Meeting 
 

Nov. 20 Angel Tree Sunday 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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 Turning Our Gratitude into Generosity 

 ══ 2017 Annual Appeal ══ 

Giving Sunday, October 30 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Family, 
 

Stewardship season is upon us! This is the time of 
year when we pause to consider God’s generosity  
to us in a multitude of ways and express our  
gratitude by giving back to the church. 
 

Yes, our financial support matters to the church.  
But it also matters to us, for it is a way of showing 
our love for God and what He is doing at First  
Presbyterian Church and in the world beyond the walls of the church. 
 

This year, the Generosity Committee has put together a Narrative Budget for 
2017, including the proposed budget for the coming year. It seeks to reflect not 
only the costs behind what it takes to fund the church’s mission, but also  
highlights the many ways First Presbyterian Church makes a difference in our 
lives and in the community. More information about the annual appeal will be 
mailed to your home in mid-October. 
 

I hope you will join me in making a financial commitment for 2017 on Giving 
Sunday, October 30. Whether our church ministers to one person, a family, the 
entire congregation, an organization or the community, your faithful support 
helps make it  possible. 
 

We will celebrate Giving Sunday with a whole-church breakfast in the lounge 
from 8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. on October 30. Everyone is invited!* 
 

Blessings, 
 

Sue VandenBosch 
Generosity Committee Chair 
 

*Volunteers are welcome! If you’re interested in helping with the breakfast,  
please contact Diane Jones at 231-780-0273 or dgjones@comcast.net. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Another way to give to the church is by giving the gift of your time. First Presbyterian Church could 
not function without the generous donations of our members’ time and talents. 
 

FPC is currently in need of people willing to serve as ushers and greeters. Typically ushers and greet-
ers serve every 6 weeks, but we are able to work around your schedule. There is no age requirement, 
and these are great opportunities for families to serve together. 
 

We are also looking for people willing to bake cookies for our coffee fellowship hour on Sundays. 
You will be asked to bring cookies approximately four times per year. 
 

Please contact Karen Nienhouse in the church office if you would like to try out any of these ways to serve! 
knienhouse@fpgh.org or 616-842-6760 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Darld Black, Larry Butterworth,  

Ray Harz, Helen LaVercombe,  

Beth Maschewske, Ruth Mastenbrook, 

Sandy Teunis and Lynne VanderMeer 

 

Our Sympathy: 

to Marty and Jan Blanchard and  

family on the death of Jan’s mother, 

Arlene Parks, on September 6, 2016. 

 

 to Nancy Hall and Bill Bolthouse on 

the death of Nancy’s brother and 

Bill’s brother-in-law, Vern Behm, on 

September 22, 2016. 

 

Thank you: 

 “Thank you to my friends at First 

Presbyterian Church for the prayer 

shawl, the get-well cards and prayers 

I received during my recent hospital 

stay and recovery.” 
 

Verna Schoonveld 

In Our Church 

 
 
 

Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

Oct. 3 Connie VanGelderen 
 Pinewood Place 
 1500 S. Ferry, #319 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
Oct. 30 Helen LaVercombe 
 1410 S. Ferry, B-3 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
Nov. 5 Evelyn Wood 
 1025 Taylor 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

Nov. 15 Joanne Nordin 
 145 Columbia Avenue #139 
 Holland, MI 49423 
 
Nov. 18 Dee Scholtz 
 604 Ellie Court 
 Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 
Nov. 23 Jerry Lamb 
 Freedom Village 
 145 Columbia Avenue #254 
 Holland, MI 49423 

 

The Gift of  
Your Signature 

 

You know that on Sunday mornings 
we always ask for your signature  
during worship, but do you know why? 
 

The obvious reason to sign the pad is 
to get to know the names of those 
seated near you. Many of you sit near  
the same people weekly so you don’t 
see the need to sign in. But there are 
a number of other reasons to sign: 
 

 Letters are sent to visitors who 
leave an address 

 Local visitors who have attended 
often are invited to attend new 
member inquiry classes 

 If there are members who haven’t 
attended in some time, we will 
contact them to see whether they 
have needs that the church family 
can assist with 

 

Who would have thought that the 
simple act of sharing your signature 
or passing the friendship pad to a 
visitor could have such a big impact! 
So go ahead, share your signature! 

Special Offering 
Peace and Global Witness: 
Setting the Table of Peace  

Sunday, October 2 
 

The Peace and Global Witness  
offering will be received by on World 
Communion Sunday, October 2. It 
supports programs to bring people to 
tables of peace, justice, and  
reconciliation in the wilderness of war, 
violence and division. It will continue 
the work of Presbyterian mission co-
workers to bring together former ene-
mies and begin healing the spiritual 
wounds of war. 
 

In congregations closer to home, the 
monetary support enables efforts to 
turn back the tide of gun violence, to 
help find common ground about the 
difficult subject of race, and to work 
against hatred wherever it may be 
found. Half of the offering received is 
shared with ministries at the national 
level, 25% to presbyteries, and 25% to 
local congregations. At FPC our share 
will be given to the Center for Women 
in Transition to help strengthen West 
Michigan families by ending domestic 
and sexual violence. 

 

For more information about the  
continuing work supported by these 
gifts, go to: 
www.presbyterianmission.org/peace-global  

 

Blood Drive 
October 14 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our next blood drive: 
Friday, October 14 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

or in the lounge on Sundays 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 
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Tidings article deadline for November 2016 issue: October 17, 2016 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

An Update From the PNC 
October 2016 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee’s work continues to deal with matters that require confidentiality.  

Members of the committee are visiting churches to listen to pastors preach who matched with the FPGH opportunity. 
The committee began interviews in mid-September and has several scheduled in October. Leads from members have 
been received and acted upon. 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue efforts to locate the right person to serve our congregation. As always, 
your comments and suggestions are welcome. 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Blessing, Lynne Bosch, Becky Burton, Jay Neitring, Rick Skodack, Meggie Snyder, Deb Stanley,  
Margie Steinmetz and Melanie Ver Duin 

CROP Walk 
October 2 

 

At St. John’s Lutheran Church 

525 Taylor Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI 
 

registration at 1:00 p.m. 

walk at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Join team FPC as we walk to raise 

funds to end hunger in the U.S. and 

around the world.  
 

You may sign up to walk, or you can 

show your support by sponsoring 

another walker by contacting 

Michelle Potter at 616-402-0007, or 

visit the Welcome Desk on Sunday. 

Connecting to FPC 

a New Growing in Faith Class 
November 6, 13, 20 

 

Do you want to be able to check your own giving 

statements, access the church directory, and learn 

how to give securely and confidently online?  
 

On three Sundays, November 6, 13 and 20 during 

our Growing in Faith hour from 10-11 a.m., the 

Adult Education Committee is offering a new 

class, Connecting to FPC. The classes will be  

offered in the following segments: 

 

 November 6: ChurchLife Application 

Bring your smartphone, notebook or tablet to class and learn how to 

download and use this wonderful app! 

 

 November 13: My FPC Tool 

For those who do not own a smart device but do have a desktop PC  

or laptop, learn how to access “My FPC” through our website, 

www.fpgh.org 

 

 November 20: E-Giving Made Easy 

Give your gifts by bank, credit union, credit or debit card, or text your 

gifts in 3-easy steps! 
 

Class will meet in room 11 downstairs and will be led by Tina Ramones,  

Assistant to the Administrator of FPC.  
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In Our Church/Outreach 

A Thin Place: Iona, Scotland 
Make the Pilgrimage August 15-23, 2017 

 
Come and experience a place where the boundary between heaven and  

earth is especially thin, a place where the divine is more readily sensed. 

 

Pilgrimage with us to the island of Iona  

and experience a “thin place.” This trip  

will be a time of meditation and  

contemplation, a time that we will be able  

to focus and listen for God’s voice  

speaking life into our very bones. 

 

Contact trip guides Maryanne Beery(mbeery@fpgh.org) or Caleb Zokoe 

(czokoe@fpgh.org) to sign up or for more information. 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Trumpet Invasion! 

 

Rich and Brandon Ridenour 

Sunday, October 16, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Father and son team Rich and Brandon 
Ridenour have been entertaining on  
stage together since Brandon was 7. 
Their music features creative adaptations 
of world-favorite works not originally 
written for the trumpet. Mozart,  
Gershwin, and other masterful composers 
come alive like never before and have 
won the Ridenours national acclaim as a 
duo. In addition to programming great 
music for all ages, Rich and Brandon weave a comedic presence only father 
and son can share on a stage. 
 

Critics hail pianist Rich Ridenour as amazingly versatile, masterfully musical 
and wickedly funny. Rich received a Bachelor’s degree in music from the 
University of Michigan and a Master’s degree from the Juilliard School of 
Music.  
 

At age 20, trumpeter Brandon Ridenour became the youngest member to ever 
join the prestigious Canadian Brass. He has performed with legendary artists 
such as Sting, James Taylor and Marvin Hamlisch. Brandon is a graduate of 
the Juilliard School and an alumnus of The Academy, a two-year fellowship 
program with Carnegie Hall, Juilliard and the Weill Music Institute. 

 

The next C.A.S. concert is November 20 and features The Moxie Strings.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

For a video featuring all of our upcoming events, visit: 
http://fpgh.org/ministries/music-ministries/community-artist-series/ 

Feeding America 
Food Truck 

 

With your gifts, the Mission 
Committee of FPC has sponsored a 
food truck for people in need in our 
community. 
 

If you are able to come out from 9:30
-11:00 a.m. on Friday morning, 
November 11, your help is needed 
distributing food and/or carrying it to 
vehicles. Meet us at the food truck 
that will be parked in St. Pat’s 
parking lot on the corner of US-31 
and Fulton. 

 

It might be cold outside, but your 
heart will be warm! 
 
 
 
 

Help Feed  

Our Youth! 
 

On the first Sunday of each month,  

our 5th grade through high school 

youth groups are treated to a Food, 

Fun and Fellowship night.  
 

On these evenings, parents and other 

church members are asked to provide 

and serve meals for the youth groups. 

We would love it if you would volun-

teer to bring part of a meal or offer to 

help serve or clean up! 
 

To sign up, please contact Keli Olson 

at kelienge@gmail.com or Caleb  

Zokoe or czokoe@fpgh.org 
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From the Desk of Linda Male 
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TCM Counseling Update:  
Town Hall Meeting on November 13  

 

Tri-Cities Ministries Counseling has closed on the purchase of their “new” home 
and anticipates moving from our white house on the corner by the spring of 2017. 
As a church we have some time to consider the best use for the house that has 
been home to TCM for 39 years. Offering space to this valuable resource for our 
community has been a mission that First Presbyterian loves and supports, but as 
they prepare to move we look ahead to further mission possibilities. 
 

The ministry staff has begun to dream dreams, but the staff is not the only source 
of ideas in this congregation. Session and its committees are praying and looking 
towards the future. The whole congregation “owns” the ministry and is included 
in the bigger picture of how to use the corner space on Clinton and Fifth. 
 

Any ideas and suggestions you have about the use of the house can be given in 
writing to the church office. Trustees are the Session committee charged with the responsibility of caring for the  
congregation’s assets. On November 13 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lounge, the Trustees are offering an opportunity for a town 
hall type of meeting to discuss proposed mission ideas. You are invited to come together for a time of prayer and  
discussion. Join with leaders of the congregation and let God awaken our imaginations to see where God might be  
leading us in ministry. 
 

It has been a privilege to be part of TCM Counseling’s mission that “anyone who lives, works, or worships in the  
Tri-Cities area of Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and Ferrysburg, Michigan, who has need for professional counseling,  
will never be turned away.”  We have provided space as well as funds for this work of God, and as your pastor I urge 
you to continue to support them both prayerfully and financially. 
 

Visit their website or drop in at the house. A kind word or a note of encouragement for their ministry is always  
welcome. Give thanks to God that we have been able to be one of the many churches to support this outreach of love  
to the community. 
 

Grace and peace,  
 

Linda 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Coordinator 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
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In Our Church/Joyful Noise 

 
The Presbyterian Women are 

having a  
 

Sunday, October 2 
Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  

in the Lounge 
 

6” pots of beautiful mum 
plants in a variety of 

colors will be sold for 
$5.00 each! 

 
All proceeds go to the missions of 

the Presbyterian Women 

 

 

Introducing 
The William Montague Ferry Legacy Society 

 
The Generosity Committee is very pleased to introduce a new planned  

giving program for First Presbyterian Church called the William Montague 

Ferry Legacy Society. Named in honor of the church’s founding pastor, the 

society is established to recognize and celebrate living members and friends 

who have remembered the church in their wills or as a beneficiary of any 

type of legacy, planned or deferred gift through their estate plans.  
 

Anyone can become a member of the William Montague Ferry Legacy  

Society, regardless of amount committed. Legacy gifts — whether large or 

small — help ensure the continued vitality of the church’s mission and  

ministries for many generations to come.  
 

For more information about joining the Ferry Legacy Society, please go to 

fpgh.org/planned-giving/ or call the church office at (616)842-6760 to have  

a brochure sent to you. 

How One Little Yellow Ukulele  
is Making a Difference 

 

Did you miss Chantal Roeske’s “Minute for Mission” at the September 18th 
service? Miss Chantal, a teacher at Joyful Noise Christian Childcare, came to 
talk about the benefit of non-profit early childhood 
programs for children in need throughout the  
community. Joyful Noise, a mission of First  
Presbyterian Church, has been operating on site at 
FPC for almost 20 years. Their program now extends 
to outreach that offers families in the community  
services such as free parenting seminars, books and 
reading materials, and even free early childhood  
music classes. 
 

Miss Chantal travels to locations in Muskegon and 
Ottawa Counties to provide underserved children 
with the C-Fund’s music program, “A Gift of Music,” 
bringing along her yellow ukulele as well as  
instruments to be given away to the children, who 
range from infants to preschool-age. The effect is not only educational, but also 
a communication of joy and stewardship, as Joyful Noise acts as ambassadors 
of the First Presbyterian church in their outreach. 
 

Because the C-Fund operates exclusively on donations, financial support is 
greatly appreciated from the First Presbyterian community in the form of cash 
contributions made to the Joyful Noise office, checks made payable to The  
Joyful Noise C-Fund, or secure payments online at www.CthePossibilities.org. 
 

To read more about the Joyful Noise C-Fund and their mission, follow them on 
Facebook or visit the website at www.joyfulnoisekids.com! 

http://www.CthePossibilities.org
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

 

Halloweekend at Cedar Point!  
October 14-16 

 

We are going back to Cedar Point! All high school students are invited to a weekend  

of chills and thrills! 

 

We will leave at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, October 14. There will also be a late van for those 

who are in band, as it is a 

home football game for both 

Spring Lake and Grand Haven. The cost is $45 which will  

be the cost of the ticket. We will pay for the stay. Sign up 

now (with Caleb) to save your spot!  

Bibles for Third Graders 
Sunday, October 9 

 
If you are a third grader, October 9 is a big day for you!  
 

During the Children’s Message in the worship service, 

 you will be presented with your very own Bible. This  

marks an important part of your faith journey as you  

receive this guide for your life. 
 

If you can’t be there that Sunday, you will be able to  

pick up your Bible from the Children’s Ministries office. 

Shine56  
Schedule 

 

October 2 6:30-8:00 pm 
October 9 6:30-8:00 pm 
October 16 6:30-8:00 pm 
October 23 All-Church Retreat 
 no meeting 
October 30 6:30-8:00 pm 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
A Mission of Care 

 

Thank you to all of you for making our Hand2Hand 

Ministries mission such a success!  
 

Hand2Hand Ministries is a resource for students facing 

hunger over the weekend by providing healthy food so they 

have a greater opportunity to succeed academically, 

emotionally, and physically. This is done simply by 

providing a backpack with food on Fridays in the child’s locker for them to 

take home.  
 

Children’s Ministries accepts donations of food including peanut butter, 

canned meat, fruit cups, granola bars, etc. Donations may be dropped off in the 

blue bin by the Children’s Ministries desk. Monetary donations are also 

accepted to purchase needed items. 
 

Our Hand2Hand program currently serves over 100 students  

in the local schools, from elementary to high school.  

We thank you for your support of this important program! 

 

Nov. 4 
7:00 p.m. 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

October 2016 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 
 

Whole-Church Breakfast 
Sunday, October 30, 2016 

 

8:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
in the lounge 

sign up at the Welcome Desk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

free-will donations will be accepted 
 


