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Dunamaise Arts Centre presents 
 

OPEN SUBMISSION EXHIBITION 2021 

Sharon Murphy is a visual artist and curator. She has exhibited nationally and internationally and her  

work is held in both public and private collections.  Murphy has curated independently in public art  

and gallery contexts and is currently Curator-in-Residence at Draíocht, Dublin and College Curator for  

the RDS Visual Arts Graduate Awards. She holds a Diploma in the History of Art from Trinity College Dublin,  

a BA in Photography from Dún Laoghaire IADT and a Masters in Theatre from UCD. 

Sharon says:  

In selecting the exhibition I was struck by the authentic, distilled nature of the individual works and  

how collectively they seemed to offer themselves as signs and signals from a time of introspection  

and enforced solitude.  In selecting them and presenting them in a dialogue with each other I wished  

to be true to their distinctive voices while allowing for multiple quiet conversations between the  

images that slowly draw the viewer in.  
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WELCOME…  
We hope you enjoy the selection made by guest curator, Sharon Murphy, presenting work in a variety of 
media by artists from all over Ireland. Huge thanks to Sharon and to participating artists for adapting to 
online submission and selection, and to my Dunamaise staff team for preparing this exhibition.  
The fantastic prize of a month long Residency at Laois Arthouse, Stradbally - to be taken up as 
circumstances allow – is a rare opportunity to focus on creating new work in state of the art studio 
facilities and a supportive environment. Dunamaise Arts Centre gratefully acknowledges the support of 
Laois Arts Office, in awarding this prize, and  to Eoin Butler. As well as exhibitions, each season we host 
artists’ talks, professional development workshops and art classes for all ages. Keep in touch through our  
e-newsletters, Facebook , Twitter  or Instagram and visit dunamaise.ie for updates.  
Michelle de Forge, Director of Dunamaise Arts Centre 



Dermot Lynam is a Midlands artist with a hidden disability, he obtained a 1.1 in studio practice in Fine Art painting and has formal 
training in painting, printmaking and photography.  
 
Olivia O'Dwyer has exhibited both nationally and internationally, most recent exhibitions include 'Meet' Peripheries Space, Gorey. 
'From the Mountain', with selected works of the Arts Council Collection. Kathmandu, Nepal sponsored by Culture Ireland. 
www.oliviaodwyer.com 
 
Josephine Geaney - I'm a visual artist from Co.Tipperary. Painting was all I ever wanted to do and in 2008 I fulfilled my dream by 
obtaining my BA(Hons) Degree in fine art painting from Limerick School of Art and Design. During my career I achieved many awards 
and my work is now in many public and private collections. www.josephinegeaneyartist.com 
 
Eimear Whyte graduated with an honors degree in Printmaking Contemporary Practice from the Limerick School of Art & Design  
 in 2020. Working primarily through collage, printmaking and drawing she gives new and reconstructed meanings to online culture  
and the information we receive every day. www.instagram.com/eimear.prints 
 
Saidhbhín Gibson’s work explores the human-centric approach towards more-than-human life, and the consumption of Nature  
by humans. Her work includes sculpture, photography, video and needlepoint lace.  
 
Bonnie Kavanagh is a Dublin based artist. She specialises in ceramics and her current work is a series of small intimate sculptures 
crafted in porcelain.  
 
Vera Ryklova - An awarded visual artist who works in lens-based media. She has exhibited in several exhibitions, both solo and  
group, held in Ireland and the UK, including the FiLiA Feminist Conference. www.veraryklova.com 
 
Dorota Borowa is a Polish visual artist based in Dublin. She works with painting, printmaking and video. Borowa exhibits both 
nationally and internationally and has been recently awarded the Arctic Circle Residency. www.dorotaborowa.com 
 
Sorca O'Farrell is an award winning Irish landscape artist from Howth,Dublin. She has exhibited widely in Ireland,regularly in  
Annual RHA and RUA ,and has her work included in many private and public collections. www.sorcaofarrell.ie 
 
Jackie Askew lives and works in Ennistymon, Co. Clare. She has exhibited widely in Ireland and featured in group exhibitions in  
UK, France, Spain, Estonia, Iceland and Germany. This year, 2021 she received both an Irish Arts Council award and a Clare County 
Council Arts grant. An awarded visual artist who works in lens-based media. She has exhibited in several exhibitions, both solo and 
group, held in Ireland and the UK, including the FiLiA Feminist Conference.  www.instagram.com//jackieaskew_painting 
 
Rennie Buenting - These works are part of a series of works about the Magdalen Laundries. Rennie submerges herself in her subject 
and allows it to dictate the medium she uses. Here she has used Silkscreen on paper and textile. www.renniebuenting.weebly.com 
 
Eoin Butler is a native of Mullingar and currently works and lives in Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. Eoin is a graduate of the  
National College of Art and Design, where he was awarded a full scholarship, later returning to obtain his Master of Fine Arts.  
His first solo show was in Iowa City,1983, with more recent shows in the Ashford Gallery (RHA), Rua Red Gallery (Dublin), Linenhall Arts 
Centre (Castlebar), dlr Lexicon (Dun Laoghaire), Luan Gallery (Athlone), as well as at the Embassy of Ireland (Berlin).  
In addition to solo shows, Eoin Butler is a regular exhibitor at the RHA. He has been awarded commissions for painting and  
stained glass design, including the entire stained glass design at St Paul’s Church in Mullingar.  
 

Eoin is the chosen artist for the award of the month long residency at Stradbally Arthouse (See back page) 
 
Joanne Boyle is a visual artist working and living in Ireland. She holds a BA in Visual Arts Practice. She has exhibited widely 
throughout Ireland. joanneboyle.net 
 
Mary Butler’s work includes assemblages and installations. In these assemblages she experiments with aleatoric processes and by 
emphasising aesthetics, she formalises chance accentuating the conscious process of composition and form. @littleredhen_ 
 
John O’Reilly - As a former graffiti artist, John's early subjects were areas he painted graffiti in including non-pedestrian 
environments such as the railway and abandoned sites. His work continues to consider the urban landscape even further, presenting 
industrial, banal and marginal exterior spaces, such as fuel tank sites, container yards and car parks. He is currently working on a new 
body of work funded by the Arts Council of Ireland. www.johnoreillyart.com 
 
Judy Carroll Deeley’s practice encompasses painting, drawing, mixed media, installation, and collaborative projects. She has an MA 
in Visual Arts Practices, IADT, 2011 and BA Fine Art Painting, NCAD, 2008. www.judycarrolldeeley.com 
 
Contemporary artist, Debbie Chapman, has been painting professionally since 2003. She has work in collections such as The Hermitage 
Medical Centre, Dublin, Waterford General Hospital, IT Tralee and the Naas Courthouse in Kildare. www.debbiechapman.com 
 
Mary Ryan age 25 based in Laois currently a  student at Limerick School of Art and Design studying a BA (Hons) in Painting in my 
year two.  Instagram @marybreathingthroughart 
 
Monica O’Meara - Nature, landscape, and geology are Monica’s primary source of inspiration.  She investigates the notion of 
capturing and accelerating unfathomable time evident in the natural world through her distinctive ceramic ‘fabric’.  
https://momeara.art/ 
 
Fiona Harrington is an Irish artist who works with handmade lace. She has exhibited both nationally and internationally and has 
been the recipient of numerous awards, including the Branchardiere Bursary and the RDS Graduate prize. www.fionaharrington.com 



 #  ARTIST NAME   TITLE     MEDIA       PRICE € 
1 Dermot Lynam   Deargtha    Digital photography on Aluminium  165 
           30x40cm 
2 Olivia O'Dwyer  The Islands    Acrylic on canvas     700 
           50x60cm 
3 Olivia O'Dwyer  Dwelling    Acrylic on canvas     350  
           23x27x2cm 
4 Josephine Geaney  Land to Sea   Oil and cold wax     800 
           60x75x2cm 
5 Eimear Whyte  Don't Take It Personal  Collage / mixed media    NFS 
           21 x 29.7cm 
6 Saidhbhín Gibson  GDPR     Paint, pencil on paper    POA 
           20cm x 14cm 
7 Bonnie Kavanagh  Eggs Three Ways   Porcelain      390 
           17.5x14.5cm x 3pieces 
8 Vera Ryklova   Untited #7001   Photograph / Arch print. Ed of 7+2 AP 655 
      Aesthetic Distance series 53 x 53 x 1.5cm      
 

9 Dorota Borowa  Ice Print (Black series) 2 Oil,Fabriano paper, ice, monotype  450 
           34.2x35.2x3.5cm 
10 Dorota Borowa  Ice Print (Black series) 7 Oil, Fabriano paper, ice, monotype  450 
           34.2x35.2x3.5cm 
11 Sorca O'Farrell  Distant Copse   Charcoal,Indian Ink & Pastel   1200 
           90 cm x 70 cm 
12 Jackie Askew  Footplinth 2020    Watercolour on paper    300 
          35x27cm 
13 Jackie Askew  An Oval Track 2021  Watercolour/collage on paper  300 
          35x27cm 
14 Vera Ryklova  Untitled #1007,    Photograph / Arch print. Ed of 7+2 AP 465 
     Optimal Distance series 51 x 51 x 1.5 cm 
 

15 Rennie Buenting  Dormitories   Silkscreen, 1/1 on textile, & steel rods 2500 
           200 x 250 x 100 cm 
16 Rennie Buenting  Pink Beds    Silkscreen, 1/1     280 
           38 x16 cm 
17 Eoin Butler   Winter Bog 1   Acrylic on Paper on Board   625 
           17.5x14.5cm 
18 Eoin Butler   Changing Elements  Acrylic on Paper on Board   625 
           18x15 cm 
19 Joanne Boyle  Vulcan II    Oil on birch-ply     750 
           30x30x2 cm 
20 Joanne Boyle  Vulcan I    Oil on birch-ply      750 
           30x30x2 cm 
21 Mary Butler  Assemblage 3   Reclaimed wood, paint & nails  375 
           69cms x 37cms x 4 cm 
22 Saidhbhín Gibson AURICULA    Photograph, pencil    POA 
           31cm x 37 cm 
23 John O'Reilly  Blue Skips    Oil on board     600 
           50x70 cm 
24 Judy Carroll Deeley Kitchen Paraphernalia A Oil on canvas     376 
           30 x 30 x 3 cm 
25 Judy Carroll Deeley Kitchen Paraphernalia B Oil on canvas     376 
           30 x 30 x 3 cm 
26 Debbie Chapman  Committing To Memory Mixed Media on Canvas   350 
           25 x 20 x 4 cm 
27 Debbie Chapman  Your Place Or Mine  Mixed Media on Canvas   600 
           40 x 30 x 4 cm 
28 Bonnie Kavanagh  Journey    Bone China      250 
           35.5x18.5x5.5cm 
29 Mary Ryan   Vulnerable    Oil on canvas & thread    1500 
           122×92×03 cm 
30 Monica O' Meara   Cycle 6    Ceramic Sculpture    280 
           18 x 17 x 6.5 cm 
31 Fiona Harrington  Survival     Textiles      750 
           19 cm diametre 



Dunamaise Arts Centre | Church Street | Portlaoise | Co. Laois  

The chosen artist for the award of the month long residency at Stradbally Arthouse is: 

Eoin Butler 
 

Curator Sharon Murphy: “Excellence is the key criteria for selecting the award but also I have  
considered timeliness and benefit for the artist's practice and like commitment to a month in Arthouse, 
Stradbally, Laois. Butler's work stands out. It is painterly, distilled and resolved. His highly-textured,  
abstract paintings emerge from his engagement  and attunement with the natural world, expressing the 
character and felt experience of place. His paintings, while abstract, have an organic relationship to 
the landscape and is clearly influenced by its tones, colours, shapes and form. He has a particular  
preoccupation with bog, horizon line and sky and the bogs in the midlands have provided source  
material and inspiration for his current work. The paintings are in part abstract imbued with a ‘stillness’, 
and a reverence of place, an appropriate metaphor for an inner peace.  
Butler describes his works as: a trek through time, place and at one with place. “The soul of my work  
inhabits a solitary place in the midland landscape of trees, bog and sky - my hinterland. A homeland 
much loved. The work is a bridge to the sanctity and spirit of self.”   
 
 
 

COMING SOON... 
 
Visual Art Exhibition Proposals 
Dunamaise Arts Centre is delighted to invite proposals for its 2022-2024  
Visual Art Exhibition Programme. Exhibitions and related workshops and talks are a dynamic part of  
Dunamaise Arts Centre’s programme of events each season.  
Exhibitions run for approximately 4-6 weeks. Artists are supported with professional fees, marketing 
and PR promotion, curatorial advice, installation by the venue Technical Manager, an Exhibition 
Launch / Reception and opportunities for a public engagement event – all subject to conditions  
and guidelines at the time.  
Applications are invited from professional, full-time artists, emerging artists and amateur artists,  
curators, collectives and arts organisations working in various media/disciplines.  
Any work by amateur / emerging artists should have a developmental potential towards a 
professional career. Solo or group shows are welcome. Application deadline of 29 January, 2022.  
Full Guidelines and a link to the online application are available on www.dunamaise.ie/exhibitions  

 
  CAFFE LATTE ARTIST SHOWCASE* 
 

  December Showcase: Mike Rafter 
  Mike works mainly with oil paints, attempting to record the  
  nuanced interactions of our personal relationships.  
  www.mikerafterartist.com / *To apply email info@dunamaise.ie  

 
 

 Upcoming Classes & Workshops 
 See our website for more workshops and classes 
 www.dunamaise.ie 
   

 Meet The Artists 
 Contact Director, Michelle de Forge to arrange a 
 talk/workshop. Email: michelle@dunamaise.ie 
 

 Email info@dunamaise.ie to enquire about  
 purchasing a piece from the exhibition. 


