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INTRODUCTION

Eighteen countries as of June 26th 2015 have legalised same-sex marriage.  We are living in 
a time when things are the worst they have ever been on the question of homosexuality.  
John Piper writes about what is new in this trend of legislation, ‘What’s new is not even the 
celebration and approval of homosexual sin. Homosexual behavior has been exploited, and 
reveled in, and celebrated in art, for millennia. What’s new is normalization and 
institutionalization. This is the new calamity.’1  We have seen the flood of rainbows in the 
Media in support of the latest legalisation in the USA.  Ironically this symbol is borrowed 
from the bible after the flood when God had just punished the world for those sorts of sins.  
The Christian response has not always been good.  There have been those who have 
celebrated along with the world this bible denying move.  There have been other Christians 
who have been belligerent and trolled the internet for forums to pour out their hate.  Today 
I would like us to respond as we should in all situations like this, by speaking the truth in 
love.  We are not going to advocate a pacifist withdrawal and a fatalist I-told-you-so 
posture; nor are we going to be the angry activist who overreacts.  No, God is on the 
throne, He is unmoved, He is in control, He has sovereignly ordained all that is happening as
He works out His purposes for salvation, punishment and purification.  I would like to 
suggest that Jesus at the well with the Samaritan woman is the way we ought to be the 
church in this madness.  I so much appreciated reading Russell Moore’s comments, ‘The 
church must prepare for the refugees from the sexual revolution.  We must prepare for 
those, like the sexually wayward Woman at the Well of Samaria, who will be thirsting for 
water of which they don't even know.’2  Christ told the woman the truth, He did not rant, 
and He offered what she truly needed in love.  

Today there are those who are all truth with no love.  Think of Westboro Baptist Church, 
‘WBC pickets approximately six locations every day, including many in Topeka and some 
events farther afield. On Sundays, up to 15 churches may receive pickets. By their own 
count, WBC has picketed in all 50 U.S. states.
The group carries out daily picketing in Topeka and travels nationally to picket the funerals 
of gay victims of murder, gay-bashing or people who have died from complications related to
AIDS; other events related or peripherally related to homosexuality; Kansas City Chiefs 
football games; and live pop concerts. As of March 2009 the church claims to have 
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participated in over 41,000 protests in over 650 cities since 1991. One of Westboro's 
followers estimated that the church spends $250,000 a year on picketing.’3  They may have 
the right understanding that the bible is against homosexuality but they turn the truth into 
weapon when they conduct themselves in this way.
An example of love without truth is Ken Wilson the pastor of a Charismatic Vineyard church 
who came out pro-gay marriage.  He talks about going to a church made up of LGBTs and 
experiencing God there, ‘It was as if someone had gathered a congregation of sexually 
excluded Christians and I was just taken aback by the clear presence of Jesus in that 
assembly of people.’4  This emotional experience added to why he went the way he did.  We 
want to chart a course that is true to the bible’s teaching on the issue as well as show the 
compassion of Christ while not compromising those truths.  Truth spoken in hate becomes a 
lie, and love without truth to define it ceases to be love.

Issues

I sense there is a lot of confusion even among Christians on this issue, so I would like to do 
four things.  I would like to raise a host of issues in critique of the present actions and 
mindset from which they have flowed.  Every action, thought, law, choice, etc. flows from a 
worldview and we need to lay the foundations bare in order to test what is being built.  
Secondly, I would like to bring biblical clarity on the issue of identity.  Thirdly, I would like to 
talk about how the bible should be read on this issue.  And fourthly, I would like to suggest 
some strategies for Christian response.  

Firstly, let us note the worrying reality that in America five lawyers who were not voted into 
office by the people of the USA, have determined the law on marriage for all 50 states.  
Legal experts are ringing alarm bells and calling it ‘judicial activism.’  In other words this is a 
worrying sign because the beliefs of a few have overturned the view of the majority in the 
most democratic country in the world.  The brute force with which the gay agenda have 
turned the minds of a country in 20 years through an aggressive media campaign has been 
effective in overcoming all the checks and balances intended from stopping just such an 
action.  This does not bode well for other Western countries if the bastion of democracy can 
be overthrown.  Abraham Lincoln had once nullified a law put forward by the supreme court 
in the famous Dred Scott incident, but we see no president coming forward to nullify this 
bad law.  The judges and a large part of the nation, even a large part of the western world 
support it (only South Africa and Israel in Africa and Asia are pro-gay marriage).  This is due
to the massive influence that a vocal minority have had in being able to overturn thousands 
of years of practice in less than one generation.

Secondly, we must all be aware of the Media atmosphere in which we live.  Most television 
stations, news stations, newspapers, book publishers, etc. are owned by leftist and Liberal 
people.  The majority of people in the arts have a post-Christian mindset and are able to 
give voice to a point of view that is not shared by the blue collar conservative types.  The 
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illusion of majority support will pour into your homes creating a type of peer pressure and 
normalization.  As Christians we need to recognise that the dominant worldview that comes 
to us through the media is a Post-Christian; Anti-supernatural; anti-biblical, evolutionary, 
humanistic one.  Headlines meant to communicate that which is important are chosen by 
those who are saturated in this thinking.  Are you aware of this battle for your mind and the 
relentless torrent of values assaulting you and your children every day?  Those people who 
we encounter every day at work and at school are brainwashed into this thinking, they have 
bought into the same assumptions and have no mental armour to critique what is being 
said.  If we read our bibles and sift all through its teachings we have a defence, they do not.
Are you succumbing as they do or are you standing fast?  What is so shocking to me is how 
people like Ben Affleck or Lady Gaga are the faces and voices of homosexual marriage.  
They are famous not because they are the cleverest people, nor because they are the most 
moral, they have not invented anything that has benefitted mankind or received a Nobel 
Prize yet their comments are the ones flaunted in triumph.  Mass appeal through beauty, 
music or movies does not make one qualify one to be an arbiter in moral affairs.  We live in 
a visual age where we have handed authority in all matters over to entertainers and they 
are the least qualified for the job.

Thirdly, the homosexual marriage argument has to ignore and marginalise children and 
reproduction as a large part of marriage.  The biological fact that children can only be made 
between a man and a woman; the substantial differences between men and women; and 
the need for a child to have a mother and a father are all denied in denying that marriage is 
necessarily a union between a man and woman for children.  This has led to marriage being 
treated like any other institution in the west.  Marriage is no longer something that serves 
society at large but has become an arena for self-fulfilment.  Marriage is no longer 
something that first and foremost exists for the glory of God but as a pleasure house of 
sinful satisfaction.  We are no longer defined by a God ordained institution but we become 
like God and remake and redefine all things according to our whims.  Marriage which exists 
for God’s glory, as a redemptive analogy, for our pleasure to reflect the sinner’s satisfaction 
in God, and for procreation, has been hijacked for self-fulfilment.

Fourthly, Russell Moore has highlighted that this is just the next stage of the sexual 
revolution that started in the 1960s and the main casualty at every stage have been the 
children.  ‘In every aspect of the Sexual Revolution, from the divorce culture to cohabitation 
to casual sex to the abortion revolution, children have borne the burden.’5  Children are the 
victims of no fault divorce, of unstable homes not built on the lifelong covenant of marriage.
They are the cast offs of casual and irresponsible sex where people pursue the pleasures but
not the responsibilities of sex.  Orphans, abortions and unwanted children are the victims in 
a world serving its own sexual desires.  The total collapse of the home in homosexual 
marriage is just another slap in the face of children as they are robbed of God’s plan for 
them.
Fifthly, the gay lobby has tapped into the racist rhetoric claiming that anyone who is not for 
them is against them and is a bigot and full of hate speech.  Patrick Deenan writes, ‘The 
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likening of “denial” of same-sex marriage to racial bigotry has proven to be a wildly 
successful tactic—but it is premised on a lie, the lie that the conjugal view of marriage has 
as little basis in reason or nature as denial of basic rights to people based upon the color of 
their skin. The analogy’s success has relied upon the loud and insistent demand that we not 
notice, nor regard as relevant or germane, the fact that men and women are different, and 
most importantly, that their sexual union is oriented toward reproduction.’6  To 
uncompromisingly insist on what the Bible has to say is not hate speech, nor is it bigotry.  To
try and silence your opponents view because you don’t like it with clamour, dishonest 
parallels and branding may prevail for a while but when the dust settles and people stop to 
think instead of being carried forward by emotion the weakness of the argument will be 
exposed.  Sadly it will be too late because the damage has been done.  To fight for the 
emancipation of slaves because they are equally human is nothing like the argument that 
we should fight for gay marriage.  The bible establishes that man is made in God’s image 
and has trajectories that lead to releasing of slaves and Christians have championed that 
cause.  However, the bible is clearly against homosexuality and we cannot equate the two.  
For it is an argument based on the equality found in nature, homosexual marriage is a 
blatant denial of the truths nature teaches us.  

Sixthly, the homosexual agenda can only exist if we deny God, deny that He has created us, 
that He has defined our humanity as male and female, if we deny that there has been a fall,
that we have sinful desires contrary to God’s law and our natural sexuality, if we deny that 
the fall can affect bodily functions like brain structure and hormonal systems that aggravate 
sinful desires and can confuse the situation.  Having evacuated God from the centre of our 
world we have made ourselves God.  One of the acts of God is to determine things, to 
define them and determine their purpose.  In this vacuum we assume to ourselves the 
godlike powers of creation and reassign gender, we play God and try to restructure the 
hormonal systems we were given by denying what we are for the opposite sex.  We take 
God’s creation and we claim the right to dismantle and retask it for our own selfish 
purposes.  We make idols out of self-assigned identities and charge with blasphemy any who
dare to try and deny the existence of my identity idol.  We want our cake and we want to 
eat it, we want the right to remake what God has made disregarding Him; and we want to 
protect as sacrosanct anything we have recreated as if we were gods.  We have in this latest
move on man’s part a graphic portrayal of the heart of sin, the desire to be God in all things.
Even if we dress it up as a law and get celebrities to endorse it, it is still sin.  And so we 
declare that so called homosexual marriage is not a marriage at all.  It may be a social 
contract in keeping with the laws of the land but it is not the union that God created and 
seals by His Spirit.                             

Truths

So far so good if you agree with the bible and its evaluation of things, but there is another 
line of argument, probably more powerful that we have to consider.  What if someone claims
to be born gay?  What if their existential experience denies what the bible teaches, isn’t the 
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bible then wrong?  The tendency in the thinking in this case is to move from what one feels 
and desires to truth.  Truth is defined by what I desire; truth conforms to what I feel.  The 
bible gives a better perspective that sheds light on this confusion.  Firstly, we need to 
highlight that the desires that the homosexual person feels and the identity that they 
perceive is never a case of black and white.  They are a confusion of competing desires and 
ideas.  And the bible gives the only credible account for the confusion that the homosexual 
feels.  

Firstly, we need to begin at the beginning.  God created us, He determines our identity, He 
makes us what we are and we are not made with the power to remake ourselves but are 
obliged given the fact that He is God and we are created to submit to His designs.  They are
good designs and profit us when we do what we are made for.  God made humanity to be 
made up of men and women, Gen. 1:27, ‘So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created them.’  Humanity is only in these 
two categories.  This is not a random pattern that we can improve one but a deliberate one 
intended to be the grounds for the family, procreation, and an analogy for redemption.  
Marriage is a building block in God’s design playing a part in a larger scheme; it is not putty 
to be remade according to our whims.  In Eden men would have been healthy men with 
healthy brain structures, hormonal systems and brought up in healthy homes, likewise 
would have the women.  There would have men as individuals in every degree of the 
personality spectrum, there would have been analytical, emotional, athletic, musical, 
creative, relational men etc., and likewise for the women.  Each one would have been 
perfect and healthy though different.  It is important that we see God’s intended design for 
man because this creation ordinance and identity determination will continue to shape God’s
plan for humanity after the fall.

Then comes the fall!  The fall as we know introduces death, sin corruption, genetic diseases,
etc.  We are still human, we are still male and female, but now all that we are made for is 
bent away from its original God serving purpose.  We innovate, we distort, we veer away 
from God’s way.  Sin hijacks our humanity and it does not create anything new it simply 
derails the original intent.  It does not remove our God given anger it merely takes it from 
its intended target of evil and turns it upon our neighbour.  Our sense of justice is no longer 
roused in defence of the truth and our neighbour but in self-righteous sin hiding fashion.  
And likewise our God given sexual drives, they are now tools for self-pleasure and instead of
running on the rails of God’s creation intentions, we turn them every other way.  We give 
ourselves over to adultery, child abuse, pornography, bestiality, polygamy, homosexuality, 
concubinage, prostitution, strip teasing, and you get the picture.  Because of sin we now 
have a potential for all sorts of unnatural behaviour.  However we do not define ourselves by
the new unnatural desires that we feel, we continue to define ourselves by what God 
created us to be taking our thoughts and desires captive to God’s design.  This is the error 
of homosexuality.  They have defined themselves by the sinful desires that have been 
created within them.  They may feel alienated from the opposite sex due to desire or due to 
socialised behaviour, but all is the result of sin.  The bible helps us to see the lie and take 
our thoughts captive to the truth.  Perhaps you have your self-image shattered by the truth 



that you have desired things you never thought you would but this is all coming to grips 
with the truth of our sinful and fallen state and our need for Christ.  

God is holy and calls your actions sin.  He did not make you that way you are either a male 
or a female there is no third category.  Any birth defects that relate to hormonal systems, 
brain structure etc., that may predispose someone to those things that may encourage 
homosexuality are part of the fall and will one day be reversed, we must not take our cues 
for our existence from the fallen state we find ourselves in but God’s original and the destiny
He has for us in Christ.  Any environmental influences that shaped you like abuse or being 
socialised as the opposite sex, if your father died and you have the mannerisms of your 
mother or grandmother; if you have an artistic sensitive soul (if you are a boy),or if you 
have a hard competitive nature (if you are a girl), these are merely shades of personality 
and there are no personality types reserved for gays.  These do not have a fatalistic effect 
upon you, there is an objective truth about you that you can educate yourself with, the way 
that God made you.  Fatalism is bred by the medical model of human behaviour which 
denies the reality of sin.  You have been made for holiness and purity and true happiness is 
found in serving Him alone.  Your search for love and acceptance has gone in the wrong 
direction and any need that you feel is unmet that you have pursued homosexuality to find 
can be found met in God.  Love is not the set of butterflies we feel in our stomachs but is 
defined by God who is love, and His love is informed by holiness.  Love that is not holy is 
empty emoting and is not worthy of the name.  And no you do have a choice.  You can be 
set free.  Paul spoke the same words to the Corinthians who were involved in homosexual 
prostitution, and he holds out hope in Christ for change (1 Cor. 6:9-11).  In becoming a 
Christian you can be forgiven, the guilt and shame can be erased, you can know true love, 
true joy, and acceptance in a community.  Your desires will not be removed overnight but 
with perseverance and taking thoughts captive to God’s will you can progress in 
Christlikeness.  You will struggle with inordinate desires your whole life like any other sinner. 
But you are not doomed to a life of celibacy but can be remade into the man or woman God
made you to be, there have been many who have found fulfilment in marriage.  They will 
struggle with contrary desires their whole life through, but they are now defined by who 
they are in Christ and not those contrary desires anymore.  You can learn how to find your 
acceptance in Christ and not in homosexual relationships.    

The devil is the father of lies but Christ has come to set us free.  At the moment the news is
full of the lies that trap and we need to remember the truth that frees.  
      
        
    
      


