
Literature Review: Some Checklists

Do I have 
bibliography? Yes

No

Create 
bibliography using 

APSR or APA 
format

Main text 
mentions book/  

article t itles?

Yes
Don't. See below

No
Main text 

mentions author 
first names?

Yes

No

Review 
is a list of 
sources?

Yes

"Another important thing to consider is the social media platform usage. 
Explaining the Emergence of Polit ical Fragmentation on Social Media: The Role of 
Ideology and Extremism by Johnathan Bright (2018) aims to find this. Despite the 
source looking at parties in 26 different countries instead of just the United States, 
social media usage patterns amongst global parties should help reflect the usage 
amongst polit ical parties and extremes in the United States."

---> "Bright (2017) analyzes comparative patterns of social media usages and 
polit ical groups, using 26 countries including the United States. [continued]

- No need to include title
- No need to include first names of authors ---> all in bibliography!
- For a related meme, see 

https:/ / twitter.com/ erin_cikanek/ status/ 1455352304459255808?s=20

See also: 
https:/ / uwc.ucla.edu/ wp-content/ uploads/ 2015/ 12/ Literature-Review-Checklist.pdf

No
Does any 

paragraph go over 
half a page?

Yes

Likely bad idea. 
Maybe paragraph has too 

many points?
1 parag. = max 1 idea.

Simply 
summarized the 

studies?

Don't !!  Lit  review should 
not  be a simple 

list / descript ive summary 
but  a crit ical synthesis

Yes

No No Many direct 
quotes?

Also likely bad 
idea. Paraphrase 

the message.

Yes

- https:/ / connect.apsanet.org/ stylemanual/
- https:/ / apastyle.apa.org

- Did you crit ique the literature?
- Did you connect the findings from different studies, such as 

- compare/ contrast
- how one study complements another?

- Summarize each of your paragraph into a single sentence. 
Read only those. Does it still make sense? It should.

No

Great. Make sure 
to check the 

rubric + 
formatting 

requirements!

Professor Seo-young Silvia Kim, Nov 6, 2021
Assignment template available at https:/ / sysilviakim.com/ teaching/
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