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Pages 16-17

SpecialFeature
15 years after relocation:
Poverty, neglect claw deeper 
on Bakassi people

Feature
Apapa roads: A crying shame
Nowhere is Apapa’s rot more pronounced 
than in its network of shabby roads which 
have become a metaphor for neglect,
 writes ISAAC ANYAOGU Page 9 



L-R: Godwin Anumenechi, head, logistics capability development, Nigerian Bottling Company Ltd (NBC); 
Ahmed A. El-Kyari, head, internal audit unit, Industrial Training Fund; head, supply chain capability 
development, NBC; Michael Lutz; Celine Oni, director, learning & development/project, Nigeria Employers’ 
Consultative Association (NECA), and Ibrahim Lawal, manufacturing capability development manager, NBC, 
during a courtesy visit by NECA/ITF to NBC Technical Training Centre in Lagos.

Razaq Balogun, executive secretary/CEO, Lagos State Security Trust Fund (LSSTF), (l), and Tunde 
Ladipo, controller of Prison, Lagos, during his courtesy visit to LSSTF head office in Lagos
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L-R:  Elizabeth Ativie, deputy speaker, Edo House of Assembly/chairman, house committee on Women 
Affairs; Felix King, president, Felix King Foundation; Abiiejuwa Omorejie, State Ppesident, All Widows 
in Edo state and Justin Okonoboh, speaker, Edo House of Assembly during the Felix King Foundation 
empowerment initiative of 96 widows in Benin city, Edo State.

L-R: Jude Abaga (aka M.I.), hip hop artiste; Samara Williams, winner; Evy Jean-Pierre Eze, ex interna-
tional model; Sarah Ariyoh, dance instructor, and Segun Lawal, president, Spirit of David Dance Club, 
at the Meadow Hall’s Got Talent Show in Lagos, recently.

L - R: Shams Hasan, infrastructure marketing manager, Middle East, Turkey and Africa, DellEMC, Tobi 
Shada, enterprise solution specialist, Intel, Travers Nicholas, general manager, West Africa, DellEMC, 
Cynthia Sabiteka, channel development manager for Central and East Africa, Dell EMC at the Dell Intel 
Partner event, focused on setting the stage for a digital transformation in Lagos, Nigeria.

R-L: Wondi Alemu, representative of World Health Organization (WHO); Issac Adewole, Minister 
of Health and Faisal Shuaib and ED/CEO, National Primary Health Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA) during breakfast meeting on sustaining 

Technicians installing desks and chairs at the donation of furniture to the Muslim Junior Secondary 
School, Erinle, Kwara State by MTN Foundation, in its what can we do together initiative phase two 
recently.

Governor Simon Bako Lalong of Plateau State, and his wife Regina, leading the carnival procession in 
Jos, Plateau State to celebrating peace, unity and progress.
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Recession: Odd things Nigerians do 
at National Assembly to survive  

I
n his 1943 paper titled, ‘A Theory 
of Human Motivation’, Psycholo-
gist Abraham Maslow introduced 
the concept of Hierarchy of Needs. 
The concept popularly known as 

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs proposes 
that people are motivated to fulfill basic 
needs before moving on to meet higher 
level growth needs.

It is often displayed as a hierarchical 
pyramid with five levels namely: Self-
Actualisation, Esteem, Social, Safety 
and Physiological Needs. While the 
physiological needs include man’s basic 
needs like air, food, water and shelter, 
Self-Actualisation represents the high-
est level of needs and realisation of a 
person’s full potential.

With increasing cases of suicide, 
and other expressions of hopelessness 
occasioned by hardship, relating to the 
prevailing economic recession in the 
country, it is not surprising therefore, 
that some telecommunication com-
panies advertise their packages using 
meals, with over 80million Nigerians 
going to bed hungry.

In September 2016, a United Nations 
report on Nigeria’s Common Country 
Analysis (CCA) described the country as 
one of the poorest and unequal country 
in the world, with over 64percent of the 
population living below poverty line.

The report was made public during 
a consultative meeting on the formula-
tion of the UN Development Assistance 
Framework IV (UNDAF IV) for the 
South East geo-political zone in Awka.

The report read in part: “Nigeria is 
one of the poorest and most unequal 
countries in the world, with over 80 
million or 64percent of her population 
living below poverty line. The situation 
has not changed over the decades, but 
is increasing.

“Youth unemployment which was 
42percent in 2016 is very high, creating 
poverty, helplessness, despair and easy 
target for crime and terrorism. Over 10 
million children of school age are out of 
schools with no knowledge and skills”.

The National Assembly, which com-
prises the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, presents a vivid picture of 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs because 
while federal lawmakers and manage-
ment staff of the National Assembly 
are in the Self-Actualisation category, 
other staff in the lower cadre literally 
live from hand-to-mouth as the pang 
of economic recession bites harder. The 
parliament represents two divides: the 
privileged and less-privileged.

Since the inauguration of the 8th 
Assembly and following the President 
Muhammadu Buhari administration’s 
Treasury Single Account (TSA) policy 
which has checked the expenditure 
of the National Assembly and the free 
money that former lawmakers used to 
get, legislators have had to drastically 
scale down their expenditure habit.

Whereas many of the lawmak-
ers used to be as generous as Father 
Christmas, today, they have imbibed 
the habit of frugality. They no longer 
throw money about, except when it 
becomes absolutely necessary.

Below are some of the rather unfor-
tunate ways some individuals try to 

beat the recession bug in the National 
Assembly

  Selling of bills/motions
 Although the National Institute for 

Legislative Studies (NILS) - the research 
arm of the National Assembly - drafts 
motions and bills to federal legislators, 
a senior legislative aide to a ranking 
senator informed BDSUNDAY that 
bureaucratic bottlenecks from the insti-
tute has led members of both legislative 
chambers to opt for alternatives.

According to him, it takes a mini-
mum of two weeks to get a motion 
drafted from the institute, explaining 
that this informed why some lawmak-
ers opt for other means of getting their 
motions and bills drafted.

Findings showed that there are some 
consultants and staff of the nation’s 
apex lawmaking body whose preoc-
cupation is to sell bills and motions to 
lawmakers on cash-and-carry basis. 
While motions go for between N10,000 
and N100,000, depending on the sub-
ject matter, bills are more lucrative or 
‘juicy’ due to their complex nature.

A staff of the National Assembly 
who is involved in the practice, revealed 
that bills are sold for between N50,000 
and N500,000.

This, he said, has helped cushion the 
effect of economic recession.

“You don’t need to study rocket sci-
ence to draft motions (for lawmakers). 
Sometimes, I take advantage of any 
national issue and draft a motion to 
that effect. It’s as simple as that. In other 
instances, I look at lacuna in our extant 
laws and draft a bill to amend that law 
or propose an entirely new law on a 
subject matter. All these require re-
search though,” the staff who has been 
in the National Assembly since 1999 
told BDSUNDAY.

 Hired protests
Nowadays, the National Assembly 

has assumed the status of protest head-
quarters in Nigeria. Although some pro-
tests are borne out of genuine concerns, 
some aggrieved politicians, individuals 
and organisations have employed the 
services of hired protesters to ventilate 
their anger on issues bothering them. In 
other instances, protests against a serv-
ing lawmaker may force the legislator 
to organise a counter-protest.

 In what is fast becoming a means of 
survival as citizens devise ways of cop-
ing with the pangs of economic reces-
sion, protests at the National Assembly 
have become money-making venture 
for some consultants and individuals 
who smile to the bank while giving a 
paltry sum to the protesters.

Findings by BDSUNDAY showed 
that hired protests range from N300,000 
to N5million, depending on the sophisti-
cation of the protest and issue at stake.

The modus operandi of sophisticated 
protests is to engage a consultant who 
in turn employs the services of the 
leader of unemployed citizens in the 
nation’s capital, who gather at Unity 
Fountain, receive branded T-Shirts, fez-
caps, placards and get debriefed, before 
heading to the National Assembly, de-
liver results and get the protesters paid 
between N1,000 and 2,000 each.

Besides erecting canopies to prevent 
themselves from the harsh weather, 
some of the protesters sometimes come 
with musical equipment accompanied 

with loud speakers which they mount 
at the main entrance to the National 
Assembly causing traffic gridlock, while 
they sing and dance. In some cases, food 
and drinks are served the protesters.

The less-sophisticated protests do 
not require any of the above conditions. 
The protesters simply gather at Unity 
Fountain and proceed to the National 
Assembly.

In all of this, the biggest winners are 
not the protesters but the consultant or 
individuals who secured the services of 
the protesters on behalf of the sponsor.

 Upsurge of professional beggars
 According to blogger Nkem Ndem, 

there are seven types of beggars in the 
country, namely: destitute beggars, 
disabled beggars, mother-of-many 
beggars, Settle-Me road lords, stranded 
professional (professional beggars), en-
trepreneur beggars and child beggars.

However, the most common beggars 
at the National Assembly are profes-
sional beggars. They are not shabby-
looking or haggard in appearance. Some 
of them wear very expensive clothes 
and perfumes.

They consist of individuals who find 
their way to the National Assembly 
Complex by either tipping security men 
or cooking up stories of an ‘appointment’ 
with the lawmaker representing their 
constituency.

Once inside, the music changes. They 
besiege the lobby of either the upper or 
lower legislative chamber and approach 
legislators and staff alike begging for 
money. Others go to the offices of their 
lawmakers in the hope that he/she 
would be in a good mood to see them 
and offer stipends to them.

However, a new dimension has been 
added as professional beggars now loi-
ter around Automated Teller Machine 
(ATM) points to beg for funds from un-
suspecting bank customers withdraw-
ing from the machines. All commercial 
banks in Nigeria have ATM Points at 
the Complex.

Last week, a journalist with one of 
the national dailies complained bit-
terly that some staffers of the National 
Assembly at lower cadre have also 
joined the list of professional beggars 
approaching ATM points begging for 
money.

“They are causing nuisance and 

embarrassment to the parliament and 
it is high time the management of the 
National Assembly did something ur-
gent about it. One wonders how they 
found their way here considering the 
fact that there are three security checks 
before entering the main building of 
the parliament,” the journalist who did 
not want her name in print told our 
correspondent.

Also last month when the Senate 
condemned the terrorist attacks on 
the British parliament, James Manager 
(PDP, Delta South) complained that the 
ubiquitous beggars at the complex, 
harassing senators, especially in the 
evening, could pose security threat to 
the institution.

 Fake journalists at committee sit-
tings

 Activities of fake journalists popu-
larly known as Press Centre Press Corps 
(PCPC) in Abuja are also prevalent at the 
National Assembly. The heavy pres-
ence of security men at the complex 
has not deterred them from plying their 
trade at the apex legislative body, as 
they gain entrance to the Complex like 
the professional beggars.

Ironically, these fake journalists with 
funny-sounding publications you can-
not find on newsstands anywhere in 
the country got their accreditation from 
the Information Department.

They are first comers at committee 
public hearings and interactive ses-
sions with Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies (MDAs). Sometimes, they 
trick unsuspecting heads of MDAs at 
committee’s assignments to part with 
money in order for negative stories 
about them not to be published.

With camera, midgets and other 
working tools at their disposal like real 
newsmen, some claim to be working for 
established media houses like Guard-
ian, BusinessDay, Vanguard, ThisDay, 
Punch, Channels, AIT, TVC etc.

Last year, a lady was caught while 
trying to impersonate a correspondent 
with one of the national dailies, un-
known to her that the National Assem-
bly correspondent for the medium was 
standing right next to her. Although 
she was immediately handed over to a 
sergeant-at-arm, few days later, she was 
seen again parading herself as a real 
journalist at a committee assignment.
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Prestige Osy

$43.4m Osbornegate: Nigerians...

P
restige Osy, 
member rep-
resenting Aba 
N o r t h /A b a 
South Feder-

al Constituency in the 
House of Representa-
tives, has threatened to 
petition the Economic 
and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), if 
the contractor handling 
the rehabilitation of Gar-
den Avenue, Aba, does 
not comply strictly with 
the contract terms.

Osy, who expressed 
displeasure over the 
slow pace of work, was 
also shocked that the 
road is coming without 
drainage in an area that 
is flood-prone.

He also expressed 
shock that the contrac-
tor claimed to have re-
ceived just 50 percent of 
the total contract sum, 
instead of 80 percent, 
which has been released 
by the Federal Govern-
ment.

The Federal Gov-
ernment, through the 
Anambra-Imo River 
Basin and Rural Devel-
opment Authority, ap-
proved a-two kilometer 
road for Aba, which was 
awarded to Eme Techni-
cal Limited.

However, the Garden 
Avenue, which is cur-

rently being rehabili-
tated by Eme Technical, 
is just about 560 meters. 
Consequently, to make 
it up to 2 kilometers, the 
lawmaker has included 
Dike, Ebisike and Ogeke 
Streets for rehabilitation 
even as the four roads 
do not still make up the 
2 kilometers.

“I want to correct 
one impression here for 
avoidance of doubt that 
what I discussed with 
Anambra-Imo River Ba-
sin Development Au-
thority was for a two-
kilometer road and that 
is what government is 
paying them for.

“Budget for the road 
is N40 million and gov-
ernment has released 
80 percent of the total 
sum. I am also surprised 
that he is working on a 
560 meter road instead 
of 2 kilometer road, as 
awarded by the Federal 
Government”.

To make up the 2 ki-
lometers, the lawmaker 
has added adjoining 
roads, namely Dike, Ebi-
sike and Ogeke Streets, 
to be constructed simul-
taneously with Garden 
Avenue.

In the words of the 
lawmaker, “I have told 
them in clear terms that 
I will involve all the fi-
nancial crime agencies 
of government to make 
sure that this project is 

done according to speci-
fication.

“No one naira of peo-
ple’s money will go into 
the drains, there will be 
no abandoned project 
and I have made them 
know this. And if this 
job is not done according 
to specification, you will 
see that arrests would be 
made and those respon-
sible for this shoddy job, 
would be asked ques-
tions, about what hap-
pened to public funds 
released to them for this 
job.”

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

He continued, “I have 
told Aba people that 
whatever money the 
Federal Government 
makes available for 
their development must 
surely get to them. I am 
seeing this contractor 
for the first time, I don’t 
know him and I was not 
there when the contract 
was awarded to him, so, 
nobody should say that 
I have collected a kobo 
from them, may be that 
was why they have de-
layed the job.”

“Let them use what-

ever government has 
allocated for this project 
on this project and not 
on anybody. And that 
was why I came person-
ally today to inspect this 
particular project and to 
sound this clear warning 
to them that nothing less 
than what was appropri-
ated for this project will 
be expended on it.

“A n y b o d y,  w h o 
thinks that it is business 
as usual, should know 
that there is a new re-
gime with a new agenda. 
We are no longer going 
to tolerate this, those 
who go to do contract 
business and line their 
pockets with public 
funds without executing 
the jobs, should know 
that it is not the same 
with me, if you are do-
ing anything with me, 
you should do it with all 
amount of accountabil-
ity and transparency,” 
he said.

E m m a n u e l  E m e , 
managing director, Eme 
Technical Limited, had 
earlier in an interview 
attributed the delay in 
the completion of the 
road to rain and lack of 
funds, which however, 
was refuted, by the law-
maker.

He however, prom-
ised that the job would 
be completed in two 
weeks, subject to release 
of funds.

Comply with contract specification or 
face EFCC, lawmaker tells contractor

T
his year’s edi-
tion of Easter 
celebrations will 
be remembered 

for a long time to come 
by fun-seekers in Port 
Harcourt as some of the 
continent’s funniest co-
medians treated them 
to unforgettable fun on 
Easter Sunday.

Nigeria’s most popu-
lar comedy brand, Glo 
Laffta Fest, organised 
by  Globacom held Port 
Harc ourt residents 
spellbound for over five 
hours at the ultramod-
ern event centre, Aztech 
Arcum, Stadium Road, 
Port Harcourt.

Home-grown talent, 
Arinze Baba was the star 
of the night as he tore the 
hall apart with inventive 
stories and incredible 
punch lines.

Arinze Baba made 
jokes about his child-
hood, harping on the 
financial deprivation 
his family endured, 
as a result of which 
he now tended to live 
on the extreme end of 
luxury. 

More established 
stand up acts, Acapella 
and Bash sustained the 
tempo, with Bash get-
ting massive apprecia-
tion from the audience 
for his routine around 
Nigerians’ behaviour at 
Automated Teller Ma-
chines (ATM).

The masters, Bas-
ketmouth, Bovi, Gor-
dons and Salvador from 
Uganda, vividly demon-
strated why they have 
remained enduring stars 
on the continent’s enter-
tainment firmament.

Salvador’s routine hit 
a crescendo with his 
humorous description 
of his experience in the 
labour room when his 
wife delivered a baby 
girl. Bovi on his part got 
the audience in stitches 
for most of his perfor-
mance, dwelling exten-
sively on the relation-
ship between the men 
and women, especially 
how women can very 
easily manipulate men 
by pressing their (the 
men’s) ‘mumu’ button.

Basketmouth round-
ed off the show with 
a repertoire of jokes 
around a variety of is-
sues. The high point of 
his routine was a humor-
ous jab at the dullness of 
funeral services across 
the world. 

How 
comedians 
gave PH 
unforgettable 
Easter at 
Laffta Fest

tiative for the North East 
(PINE) for the clearing of 
“invasive plant species” 
(weeds) in Yobe State; 
and Ayo Oke, National 
Intelligence Agency 
(NIA) director-general is 
under radar for claiming 
ownership of the heap of 
currencies found by the 
Economic and Finan-
cial Crime Commission 
(EFCC) through the help 
of a whistle blower.

There were also Ni-
gerians who could not 
hide their joy since the 
committee was consti-
tuted as they took to 
social media to express 
confidence that since the 
investigation is headed 
by the VP, transparency 
would be the panel’s 
watchword.

While expressing 
belief that the truth 
about the money would 
emerge from the inves-

tigation, they however, 
warned that any ‘cov-
ering’ attempt would 
further erode the cred-
ibility of the President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
administration’s anti-
corruption crusade.

Tam David-West, a 
professor and former 
minister of petroleum 
told BDSUNDAY that 
Nigerians should be op-
timistic about the final 
outcome of the Osinbajo-
led committee, saying 
that the VP has proven 
overtime to possess a 
spirit of excellence.

“I am very pleased 
that Professor Osinbajo 
is the head of the com-
mittee. He has proven 
his dependability when 
he was Attorney-Gen-
eral of Lagos State. He 
was responsible for the 
turning around of the 
justice system of Lagos 
State. Osinbajo is not a 
man that you bribe to 
pervert justice,” he said.

According to him, the 
discovery of the huge 
amount of money in 
foreign currency is an 
unacceptable embar-
rassment to the nation 
which must not be 
swept under the carpet 
for whatever reason and 
called on Nigerians to 
take keen interest in the 
case until the exact own-
ers are found.

“This is shocking and 
embarrassing. For huge 
sums of money in hard 
currency to be hidden 
away in an Ikoyi apart-
ment when there is 
acute poverty and hun-
ger in the land is the 
height of wickedness. 
But I am hopeful that 
the owners would be 
unmasked soon,” he said.

But Taiwo Gbenga, 
a Port Harcourt-based 
political commentator, 
disagreed in strong 
terms that the Osin-
bajo panel would tell 
Nigerians the true 

owners of the whop-
ping sums of money, 
saying that the VP is 
playing to the gallery 
in order to save the 
regime from looming 
embarrassment.

“The committee will 
end up clearing the NIA 
boss of wrong doing. 
They know what they 
are doing. It is already 
an indictment on the 
government for the CBN 
to say that the money 
did not pass through 
it; senior officials at the 
presidency cannot claim 
ignorance that the said 
money has been in the 
location for over two 
years,” he tells BDSUN-
DAY.

According to him, 
even though the money 
was approved by ex-
president Goodluck 
Jonathan for ‘covert op-
erations’, it was under 
the present administra-
tion that security agents 
caught a woman who 

frequently entered the 
flat, positing that the 
NIA boss is probably 
being made to pay for 
the sin of senior APC 
steward.     

An analyst who spoke 
on condition of anonym-
ity said he had no hope 
of a thorough job by the 
panel going by recent 
utterances of the Vice 
President.

“I was not very com-
fortable when the Vice 
President said the oth-
er day that Magu did 
not need the Senate’s 
confirmation to func-
tion as Chairman of the 
EFCC. He emphatically 
said that the presidency 
would not replace him. 
Again, I read that even 
after the announcement 
suspending the NIA DG, 
he was still able to have 
a meeting with the Vice 
President. I am not hope-
ful of any positive and 
worthy outcome,” the 
analyst said.

Continued from Page 1
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Akume destroying APC in Benue,  Party 
chieftain petitions national secretariat

A 
founding 
m e m b e r 
of the All 
P r o g r e s -
sives Con-

gress (APC) in Benue 
State ,  Christopher 
Terngu Abari, has ac-
cused the leader of the 
party in the state, Sena-
tor George Akume, of 
hijacking the nomina-
tion process in the state 
ahead of the forthcom-
ing local government 
election.

Abari, who spoke 
during a press confer-
ence he addressed in 
Makurdi, said that he 
had already perfected 
moves aimed at lodging 
a formal petition at the 

party’s National Sec-
retariat in Abuja with 
the view to having the 
senator called to order 
and avoid a looming 
defeat of the party at 
the polls.

Abari, who said he 
represented his party, 
the defunct All Ni-
gerian People’s Party 
at the Gusau accord 
where the ANPP was 
formally dissolved into 
the APC, expressed dis-
appointment that it has 
now been completely 
hijacked by Akume 
and his “cohorts” who 
would only allow those 
in their camp to clinch 
both elected and ap-
pointed positions.

The former Minor-
ity Leader in the Benue 
State House of Assem-

Barnes agirig
bly, who vowed to stop 
at nothing in ensuring 
that Akume’s alleged ex-
cesses in the party were 
curtailed, using every 
available legal means, 
said that if the issues 
raised were not looked 
into, the party was going 
to disintegrate before or 
after the slated council 
polls.

The former lawmak-
er, who is also aspiring 
to the chairmanship po-
sition for Makurdi Lo-
cal Government Area, 
also took Akume to 
the cleaners over what 
he said were desperate 
moves to scheme him 
out of the race owing 
to his popularity in the 
party for a favoured 
loyalist of the former 
governor.

He challenged the 
senator to equal him-
self politically with his 
contemporaries in the 
Nigerian politics by en-
gaging himself mean-
ingfully at the national 
level with the view to 
attracting better things 
to his people and stop 
rushing back home on 
every single opportunity 
to corner little positions 
to his loyalists.

While calling on his 
supporters to remain 
calm in the ensuing con-
fusion that is being cre-
ated, the APC chieftain 
said he strongly believed 
that the party at the na-
tional level would wade 
into the crisis as a mat-
ter of urgency and save 
the soul of the party in 
Benue State.George Akume

‘split in Boko Haram a boost to counter 
terrorist operation in the northeast’

T
he Command-
er of the Lake 
C h a d  B a s i n 
Multi-National 

Joint Task Force (MN-
JTF), Major General 
Lamidi Adeosun in a 
telephonic press brief-
ing with Commander 
of U.S. Africa Command 
(AFRICOM), Marine 
Corps. General Thomas 
D.  Waldhauser, has 
revealed that the emer-
gence of the new fac-
tion of Boko Haram 
led by Al Barnawi was 
a boost to the coun-
ter terrorist operation 
of the MNJTF in the 
Northeast, and the Lake 

Chad Basin.
According to Adeo-

sun, Boko Haram has 
been challenging the 
military within the re-
gion before now. “We 
are all aware of when 
it broke out from the 
mainstream Shekau fac-
tion and how the group 
was also recognized by 
some elements of ISIS,” 
he said.

Speaking further he 
said, “The split is assist-
ing the operation in a 
way and that the link-
age between his group 
and Shekau has been 
severed and he is also 
isolated, which is good, 
and cornered where op-
eration is going on cur-
rently”, he concluded.

On the Multinational 

Joint Task Force support 
to the Nigerian troops 
in terms of combating 
terrorist groups in the 
Northeast, General Ad-
eosun opined that the 
MNJTF, which is jointly 
set up by Nigeria and 
three other countries, 
is supported by Benin 
Republic.

According to Ad-
eosun, Nigeria has its 
own troops in MNJTF, 
therefore, operations 
are jointly planned by 
the member countries, 
and are equally carried 
along in counter opera-
tions. “Both the troops 
of the MNJTF as a body 
and also individually as 
the operations that are 
going on in each of the 
four key countries, like 

L-R: Pastor Olusegun Babatope, chairman, media/publicity committee of the Deeper Life Bible Church; Pastor 
William F. Kumuyi, general superintendent, and Pastor Bayo Oyeyemi, moderator, Lagos, during the media 
briefing by Pastor Kumuyi to round off the church’s 2017 national Easter retreat at the Deeper Life Conference 
Centre (DLCC), KM 42, Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, recently.

Oyo, Osun governments 
call for calm on 
boundary disputes

T
he Oyo State 
G o ve r n m e n t 
has reiterated its 
commitment to 

ensure peaceful co-ex-
istence with neighbour-
ing states over boundary 
issues.

Olalekan Alli, secre-
tary to the State Govern-
ment, made the pledge 
during the mediation 
meeting between Oyo 
and Osun States over 
boundary disputes held 
at Odo -Ewi, Ogbomoso, 
Oyo State.   

He said the meeting 
was scheduled to medi-
tate over the boundary 
disputes between the 
two states which have 
been lingering for many 
years.

 Alli enjoined peo-
ple residing close to 
the boundaries to live 
peacefully and avoid 
actions that could lead 
to violence. 

He explained that the 
two states would allow 

the status quo to remain 
while waiting for the 
outcome of the inter-
vention of the National 
Boundary Commission 
on the issue, stressing 
that the leadership of the 
two states would meet 
later to find lasting solu-
tion to the matter.     

In his own address at 
the meeting, Moshood 
Adeoti, secretary to the 
State of Osun, stated that 
the meeting was nec-
essary to find lasting 
solution to issue of the 
boundary disputes.

 He therefore ap-
pealed to both sides to 
allow peace to reign at 
all times and see them-
selves as one family.  

 In his comment, Chin-
edu Oko, an assistant 
police superintendent 
and representative of 
Commissioner of Police, 
Oyo State, assured that 
the Police Force in the 
state would continue 
to monitor the state’s 
boundaries with surveil-
lances so as to maintain 
law and order.

seyi JOHn salau
in Nigeria with Opera-
tion Lafiya Dole there 
are so many joint op-
erations that have been 
conducted”, he said.

While speaking on 
how the cooperation 
with the MNJTF Boko 
Haram mission and 
AMISOM will evolve 
under the Trump Ad-
ministration, General 
Thomas Waldhauser, 
said, “We have, for 
s ome time, c o op er-
ated and worked with 
this organization in 
training, advising and 
assisting of the partner 
nations who are taking 
the fight to Boko Ha-
ram and ISIS in West 
Africa”.

According to him, 
the US government will 
continue to provide 
support to the counter 
terrorist fight, and ad-
just as required. “But 
I think it is fair to say 
that our commitment 
to the Lake Chad Ba-
sin Region through the 
Multinational Joint Task 
Force will remain pretty 
much as it is in terms of 
the support we provide 
and we will continue to 
do that”, he said.

The purpose of the 
first ever African Chiefs 
of Defense Conference, 
according to the host 
and facilitator, Colo-
nel Mark Cheadle, is 
to discuss key security 
challenges and work 
towards shared ap-
proaches contributing 
to security, stability and 
prosperity in Africa. 

 akinremi FeyisipO

Abiola Ajimobi, Oyo state governor Rauf  Aregbesola, governor Osun 
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MIKE ABANG, Calabar

T
o help chal-
lenge the in-
creasing cases 
of young fe-
male suicide 

bombers in the coun-
try, students of the 
American University 
of Nigeria (AUN) under 
the auspices of Women 
Against Violent Ex-
tremism (WAVE) recent-
ly organised a security 
sensitisation workshop 
for 150 young girls in 
Yola, Adamawa State.

The workshop, led 
by Dr. Lionel Rawlins, 
a security and counter-
terrorism expert and 
Miss Amina Bamalli, 
AUN senior, sensitised 
the girls, who are all reg-
istered in AUN’s Feed 
& Read programme, on 
how to avoid being used 
as suicide bombers or as 
agents for detonating 

explosives.
Rawlins and Bamalli 

said Boko Haram ter-
rorists are always on the 
lookout for young girls 
that they can indoctri-
nate and use as suicide 
bombers and warned 
the girls to be vigilant, to 
say NO and ensure they 
report any suspicious 
overtures and packages 
to their parents, teachers 
or security agents.

“ You must never 
accept or help to de-
liver strange packages 
from strangers”, Rawl-
ins warned. “You must 
value yourself and your 
life, you are important, 
you are somebody”.

WAVE organised the 
security training ses-
sion for girls registered 
in AUN’s Feed and Read 
programme, in response 
to the growing cases of 

child suicide bombers in 
Nigeria. According to a 
2016 report by UNICEF, 
one in every five suicide 
bombers is a child and 
75percent of all child 
suicide bombers are girls 
as young as eight years 
old. In Nigeria, Boko Ha-
ram has waged a violent 
insurgency since 2009 
that has taken more 
than 50,000 lives, most-

ly women and children.  
More recently, the sect 
has resorted to using 
mostly female suicide 
bombers to attack mar-
kets and city centers in 
Borno state and other 
parts of North-east Ni-
geria.

WAVE’s core cam-
paign message, tagged 
#IAmABeliever2, aims 
to promote religious 

tolerance in Nigeria 
by inspiring women 
and girls in the coun-
try to value their be-
liefs and to take action 
against extremism ev-
erywhere. 

The WAVE campaign 
is developed in the 
course, CMD 412, ‘Public 
Diplomacy and Strategic 
Media Intervention’ in 
the Communications 

and Multimedia Design 
Programme of Ameri-
can University of Nige-
ria. It is part of the Peer 
to Peer Facebook Glob-
al Digital Challenge– a 
global inter-university 
competition. Students 
registered in the com-
petition, develop social 
and digital campaigns 
to challenge hateful and 
extremist narratives us-
ing the power of social 
media. The competition, 
which is held every se-
mester, is sponsored by 
Facebook and managed 
by EdVenture Partners. 
CMD 412 students of 
Fall  2016 s emester 
launched the first phase 
of the #IAmABeliever 
campaign and went on 
to win first place at the 
maiden edition of the 
African Regional Finals 
in Ghana.

AUN student group sensitises young girls 
against being used for suicide bombing

NDDC commissioner 
commiserate with 
victims of electrocution 
in Cross River

T
h e  C o m m i s -
s i o n e r  r e p -
r e s e n t i n g 
C ro s s  R i ve r 

in the Board of the 
Niger D elta D evel-
opment Commission 
( N N D C ) ,  S yl ve s t e r 
Nsa, has commiser-
ated with families of 
victims electrocuted 
at a viewing centre in 
Calabar while watch-
ing a football match.

The incident which 
occurred in Nyangas-
sang, a sleepy commu-
nity in Calabar mu-
nicipality on Thursday 
evening claimed seven 
lives while scores were 
injured at the view-
ing centre reportedly 
built under high ten-
sion cables.

Nsa, in a statement 
issued in Calabar de-
scribed the incident 
as unfortunate, noting 
that the loss of lives un-
der such circumstance 
was regrettable.

He commiserated 
with the b ereave d 
families while wish-
ing the injured speedy 
recovery.

The commissioner 

???

however, advised the 
Town Planning depart-
ment and other regula-
tory agencies in Cross 
River not to approve 
the construction of 
houses under high ten-
sion cable.

Nsa said that houses 
already constructed 
under high tension 
cables should immedi-
ately be demolished by 
relevant authorities to 
forestall future occur-
rence of such unfortu-
nate incidents.

Catholic Church empowers Edo Prison 
Service with skills acquisition centre

A 
multipurpose 
skills acquisi-
tion centre has 
been donated 

to the Ubiaja Prison in 
Edo State by the Uromi 
Catholic Diocese.

The centre, which is 
equipped with train-
ing tools, will serve for 
the training of prison 
inmates.

Inaugurating the cen-
tre, Amadin Osayande 
the State Comptroller 
of Prison, commended 
Catholic Church for the 
support to prison service 
in the mandate of in-
mates’ welfare, reforma-

tion and rehabilitation 
for a better society.

Osayande said the do-
nation of multipurpose 
skill acquisition was the 
first of its kind in Edo 
Prisons Command and 
assured the donor that 
the facilities would be 
put into judicious use.

He however called 
on state governments, 
philanthropists, NGOs, 
and other good spirited 
members of the society 
to support the Nigerian 
Prisons Service.

Earlier, Donatis Ogun, 
bishop in charge of Uro-
mi Catholic Diocese, 
urged the inmates to 
embrace the multipur-
pose skill acquisition for 

their betterment.
Ogun opined that 

acquisition of relevant 
skills would enable them 
to be better citizens 
when they leave the 
prison.

“You are not in the 
prison because you are 
bad but because you 
made bad decisions. We 
do not put the project in 
place because we are 
happy that you are in 
prison, but to make you 
a better person when 
you come out of the 
prison.

“We have the inten-
tion to buy more com-
puters, dryers, among 
others but Catholic is not 
the richest church, we 

are rich in population.
“If God has speared 

you, it is because God 
loves you and wants 
you to repent and be 
a better person. If you 
come out of prison 
worse, it means you 
are a failure. As such, 
this multipurpose skill 
acquisition centre is 
yours, take care of it, 
this is the period to dis-
cover yourself posi-
tively”, he said.

The Bishop, who ap-
preciated the friendli-
ness of the prison of-
ficers, added that if not 
for their approval, they 
would not have been 
able to execute the proj-
ect. 

Sylvester Nsa

IDRIS UMAR MOMO, 

Union Bank tutors over 3000 students on financial literacy

E
xe c u t i v e s  o f 
U n i o n  B a n k , 
one of Nigeria’s 
most-respected 

financial institutions, 
celebrated Financial Lit-
eracy Day by teaching 
students across Nigeria 
about the merits of sav-
ing.

Emeka Emuwa, the 
bank’s CEO; Emeka 
Okonkwo, executive di-
rector, Commercial Bank-
ing; Lola Cardoso, head, 
Group Corporate Strat-
egy,  Miyen Swomen, 
head, Human Resources, 
and over 50 other mem-
bers of staff visited 30 
schools across six states 
including St. Johns Col-

lege, Jos and Govern-
ment Science School, 
Kuru, Plateau State.

Financial Literacy 
Day is a part of Global 
Money Week, an annual 
worldwide celebration 
set aside in March for 
youths to learn about 
money, saving, creating 
livelihoods and becom-
ing financially literate as 
a whole.

The theme for 2017 
was ‘Learn, Earn and 
Save’. Union Bank em-
ployees spent the day 
with over 3,000 primary 
and secondary students 
from 30 schools in all the 
six geo-political zones 
across the nation, pro-

viding them with the 
basics of financial educa-
tion, and empowering 
them to be prudent from 
a young age.

During his interac-
tive session with stu-
dents of St. John’s Col-
lege, Jos, Plateau State, 
Emeka Emuwa taught 
the students how care-
ful money management 
would help them gain 
financial freedom, and 
prepare them for the 
future. He encouraged 
them to start making the 
right financial decisions 
now so they could build 
their understanding of 
how to earn, save and 
invest money.

He said, “One of the 
benefits of this pro-
gramme is that children 
are becoming more fi-
nancially literate. Fi-
nancial education in 
schools will empower 
them to make sound 
financial decisions in fu-
ture. School children will 
also pass the knowledge 
gained to their family 
and friends”.

To the students he 
said, “You must remain 
focused on your goals 
and work towards 
achieving them. Goals 
have to be SMART- 
Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Realistic and 
Time-bound.
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L-R: Moses Adeyemo, deputy governor, Oyo State; Foluso Adebanjo, deputy inspector general of Police, 
Department of ICT and AIG Zone 11, and Agbola Oshodi-Glover; during the visit of the DIG to Oyo State Government 
House in Ibadan. NAN  

AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE

D
akuku Peter-
side, the direc-
tor-general of 
the Nigerian 

Maritime Administration 
and Safety Agency (NI-
MASA), has been elected 
as the new President of 
the African Association 
of Maritime Administra-
tion (AAMA).

Peterside, who was 
unanimously elected 
by delegates from the 
34-member countries 
across Africa that attend-
ed the just concluded 
two-day AAMA confer-
ence held in Abuja last 
Thursday and Friday, is 
expected to coordinate 
and control the affairs 
of the association for the 
next 365 days before the 
next year conference.       

Also, Egypt has won 
the hosting right for the 
fourth edition of AAMA 
conference coming up in 
2018, while Namibia and 
Seychelles may battle for 

the hosting right for the 
2019 AAMA conference.   
South Africa is expected 
to retain the secretariat 
of the association while 
Nigeria takes the presi-
dency.

Briefing the journal-
ists in Abuja after the 
election, Bashir Jamoh, 
chairman local organ-
ising committee of the 
conference, who gave 
reasons for few other 
countries that were ab-
sent at the conference in 
Abuja, said that all mari-
time nations in Africa 

are automatic members 
of the Association while 
few that were not able 

D
riven by the 
p a s s i o n  t o 
raise excellent, 
godly and well-

rounded children who 
will attain their full po-
tential in life, Meadow 
Hall Education, a sub-
sidiary of Meadow Hall 
Group (MHG), organized 
an event to mark the end 
of Easter term. 

The event titled “Mead-
ow Hall’s Got Talent” was 

Meadow Hall champions 
nurturing creativity in children

organized for pupils of 
Meadow Hall Junior 
School between the ages 
of 7-11 years. The show is 
aimed at discovering and 
nurturing talents in chil-
dren as early as possible. 

The event, which held 
recently at the school’s 
main auditorium, was 
judged by Jude Abaga 
(aka M.I.),  a Nigerian rap-
per and Hip Hop artiste; 
Sarah Ariyoh, dance in-

MAbEl DIMMA

M
i k e 
Olaiya, 
C h i e f 
Exe cu-
t i v e 

Office, UT Financial 
services Nigeria ltd., 
has urged the Federal 
Government  to stimu-
late demand to bring 
the country out of the 
current economic reces-
sion.

In a swift reaction 
to proffering immedi-
ate solutions to the 
myriad problems cre-
ated by this economic 
recession, the chief ex-
ecutive stated that his 
company is bringing 
out a number of solu-
tions that it believes 
can get the country 
out of the present eco-
nomic woes.

Speaking to a cross 
section of stakeholders 
and prospective cus-
tomers at their head of-
fice in Ikeja, Lagos State 

recently, Olaiya said a 
new breath of life has 
just been injected into 
the company.

With this new man-
agement team, a new 
direction, stronger vi-
sion, fresh ideas, and a 
stronger capital base is 
being provided to assist 
the SMEs boost their 
capacities and contrib-
ute  to the country’s exit 
from economic reces-
sion, he said.

The company, which 
commenced operations 
in the country in 2009 
with the sole objective 
of partnering with small 
scale businesses to excel, 
is a subsidiary of UT 
Holdings Ghana, which 
consists of UT Bank of 
Ghana, UT Logistics, UT 
Life etc.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Olaiya,”UT Financial 
Services is working on 
bringing in fresh funds 
to expand our scope of 
operations into strategic 
areas of the economy 
such as agriculture, 
housing, oil and gas, 

trade, manufacturing, 
maritime and personal 
financial advisory ser-
vices.”

This according to him 
“will support Federal 
Governments desire to 
stimulate demand and 
come out of recession.”  

In his contributions, 
Felix Osadiaye, opera-
tions manager, said “UT 
Financial Services have 
supported in no small 
measure businesses in 
the Oil & Gas, construc-
tion, communication, 
and other allied ser-
vices”.

For construction in 
the housing sector, Mike 
Olaiya is of the opin-
ion that government 
should exempt build-
ers from tax during the 
period of construction 
and that government 
should partner with 
institutions like UT to 
be able to execute proj-
ects and deliver value 
to customers through 
its several value add-
ing market borrowing 
/investment products.

...As Egypt wins hosting right for 2018 conference

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

P
romoters of Ni-
geria’s first ocean 
terminal on an ar-
tificial island off 

the Atlantic coast of Ibeno 
Local Government Area 
of Akwa Ibom State have 
appealed to the Federal 
Government to hasten 
the approval of the proj-
ect given its viability and 
strategic importance.

Designed to  handle 
oversized cargo, giant 
size rigs and large/super 
tanker vessels for the Gulf 
of Guinea, support deep 
water oil & gas field op-
erations, the port project is 
being developed through 
public private partner-
ship, the feasibility work 
on the project has seen 
been completed and for-
warded to the federal 
government.

Victor Akpanika, man-
aging director of Port No-

tel Limited, promoters of 
the project who made this 
known in an interview 
said the strategic position 
of the project would be an 
asset to the country.

“Its strategic position-
ing is an asset to Nigeria 
as  a cost effective and ef-
ficient international bun-
kering port, ship repair/
maintenance/metal scrap 
yard, gateway for project, 
general and bulk cargo for 
West and  Central Africa,’’ 
he said.

According to him, the 
project is envisioned as 
a mega regional hub, 
multipurpose industrial 
Greenfield deep seaport 
infrastructure with a 
minimum draught of 
17 meters to service all 
types and sizes of Ves-
sels and a backbone 
platform for the differ-
ent maritime markets 
adding that funding  
for the project initially 
set to gulp $2.56 billion  

Promoters of artificial island, deep water 
port in A/Ibom seek FG approval

has not been an issue of 
contention. 

“We have willing in-
vestors ready to commit  
to the project and what 
we need is the federal 
government’s approval 
for the project to com-
mence, there is an appe-
tite for the project since it 
is private sector driven,’’ 
he said.

Akpanika who said 
the project was con-
ceived 10 years ago and 
has been enjoying tre-
mendous goodwill and 
wide support from local 
and foreign stakeholders, 
including establishment 
of strategic partnerships, 
technical assistance and 
guidance from the various 
governmental agencies 
and regulatory authorities 
said a “deep sea port in-
frastructure with a mini-
mum draught of 17 meters 
would be the 1st of its 
kind in the sub-Saharan 
region.”

Peterside, NIMISA DG, elected president of 
African Maritime Administration

Peterside

to make it to Nigeria, has 
sent their apologies.

According to him, Pe-
terside as the president of 
the Association is expect-
ed to ensure that motions 
are put in place to ensure 
that all the resolutions 
reached in this year’s 
conference as contained 
in the communiqué is 
implemented.

“Some of the resolu-
tions include achieving 
inclusive participation 
of Africa and by exten-
sion Nigerian ships in 
global trade and encour-
age countries to have 
the political will to fa-
cilitate trade. Others 

include simplicity of 
trade documentation 
and procedures, elimi-
nation or reduction of 
red-tapes and adequate 
implementation of ap-
plicable maritime laws 
and conventions of the 
International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO). 
It would also devise 
means of eliminating 
the problems hinder-
ing increased human 
capacity building and 
manp ower develop-
ment in Africa to grow 
the number of Africans 
in seafaring jobs.”

The new AAMA presi-
dent is also expected to 

encourage African gov-
ernments to seriously 
take into account the 
history of the national 
shipping lines and the 
reasons for their demise, 
before embarking in the 
very high level of risk 
which investing in the 
shipping industry entails.

The association was 
formed with the aim of 
keeping with the Inter-
national Maritime Or-
ganisation’s (IMO) policy 
and enhancing the capac-
ity of Maritime Adminis-
trations in Africa in the 
adherence and imple-
mentation of IMO instru-
ments. 

‘Stimulate demands to bring 
Nigeria out of recession’

structor/entrepreneur; 
Segun Lawal, president, 
Spirit of David Dance 
Club, and Evy Jean-Pierre 
Eze, ex international su-
per model.

The talent show com-
prised dance, music (vo-
cals and instruments) and 
acting.

M.I applauded all the 
parents for their support 
and extra training given 
to their children at home. 
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Apapa roads: a crying shame

Feature
C002D5556

T
he thought of driv-
i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
roads leading into 
Apapa, Nigeria’s pre-
mier port city, locat-

ed to the west of Lagos Island, 
now elicit the same kind of 
feeling you get contemplating 
a root canal operation. There is 
a special kind of temperament 
required to drive on the roads 
in Apapa - the kind you need 
to stand up to a baying mob.

The air in Apapa is foul, 
thick with plumes of smoke 
from tankers long pass their 
sell-by dates. There are also 
billows of smoke from indus-
trial generators louder than 
angry thunders. Apapa has 
the ambience of chaos, rich in 
rancorous disorder, a city both 
hostile and confining. Apapa is 
the elegy that never stops.

Those that say there is no 
continuity in governance in 
Nigeria will be put to shame 
driv ing around roads  and 
bridges leading to Apapa and 
within the city of over 200,000 
people. The present and past 
governments have demon-
strated uncommon commit-
ment to c ontinuity in the 
policy to let the port city rot.

More than others, the cur-
rent APC-led government has 
made the most noise about 
the need to fix Apapa roads. 
Babatunde Fashola, minister 
of Power, Works and Housing, 
has certainly taken more pic-
tures along broken portions of 
the roads with contractors and 
talked more than any other 
minister but Apapa’s continu-
ous decline into a putrid mess 
proves eloquently that the 
capacity to muster outrage 
does not always translate to 
an ability to fix things.

“Apapa continues to spill 
forth revenues to the national 
government, not only in mil-
lions, but in hundreds of bil-
lions and sometimes trillions. 
The question simply to ask is 
what kind of manager makes 
that kind of money in a place 
and refused to put something 
back there,” Fashola said in 
2014, while he was governor 
of Lagos.

Two years later, Fashola was 
given the job to fix the roads 
when President Muhammadu 
Buhari appointed him Works 
Minister. Yet Apapa still is not 
on anyone’s priority list. There 
was no budgetary provision 
for the roads in 2016 and in 
2017; it got the sort of pallia-
tive a starving man gets when 
he is allowed to sniff through 
a soup kitchen.

In January this year, au-
thorities at the Tin-Can Is-

land Port 2 Customs Com-
mand said that it generated 
N834.6million in the month. 
According to Godwin Andi-
shu, the public relations of-
ficer (PRO) for the command, 
the figure was N274.9 million 
higher than the N559.7milion 
generated December 2016.

The January 2017 figure is 
also over 100 percent increase 
from the N349.07 million the 
p ort generate d in January 
2016. Despite a recessed econ-
omy and low port activities, 
the ports in Apapa continue 
to generate billions of naira 
inc ome every year for the 
Federal Government but what 
remains constant is the negli-
gence with which it is treated.

That is why the craters on 
Apapa roads are now de ep 
enough to bury a Volkswagen 
Beetle, the links on the bridges 
are widening and holes on the 
bridge that were hurriedly 
patched have begun to show 
the first signs of a crack. The 
railings on the large swaths 
of the bridge are broken and 
when it rains, enough water 
is collected in puddles to start 
a thriving fishing farm.

A p a p a’ s  m o s t  e ff e c t i ve 
means of transport is through 
the plethora of commercial 
motorcycle operators popular-
ly called ‘Okada’ dotting every 

inch of the landscape. They 
are not intimidated by traffic 
logjams, gullies of potholes, 
the maddening tanker drivers 
or road signs.

The ‘Okada’  drivers  are 
m o s t l y  y o u n g  m e n  f r o m 
northern Nigeria many bare-
ly starting to shave.  They 
have morphed into terrors on 
the roads, engaging in fracas 
with road users at the slight-
est provocation. In February, 
they staged violent protests 
around Point Road destroying 
the street gates and private 
properties over a dispute with 
some naval officials.

BDSUNDAY observes that 
some days, after a downpour, 
the ‘Okada’  riders c onvert 
the collected waters on the 
road to makeshift car wash, 
sometimes the waters are deep 
enough to submerge their mo-
torcycles.

Many Nigerians are asking 
questions about how a govern-
ment that is keen to diversify 
its revenue base will allow 
its most strategic ports to rot 
away. Ports are the drivers in 
economies where corruption 
plays less significant roles. 
Ports facilitate international 
trade and port cities are pur-
posely developed to engender 
trade.

“I was at Apapa on Monday 
(April 17), the whole place was 

a refuse dump. I would say the 
money we’ll have to spend on 
soil stabilisation due to it will 
be much,” says David Temitope, 
a civil engineer on his social 
media post.

“How we can be so insensi-
tive to a road that brings in 
billions daily for the nation is 
mind boggling. Some people 
even offload on the road,” he 
added.

In March this year, Yakubu 
Abdullahi, head of Ports Op-
erations at Dangote Group told 
journalists that the organisa-
tion spent N1 billion to repair 
the road leading to Apapa Port.

“The distance from the port 
gate to the Airways Bus stop 
caused the organisation that 
much. We would have done 
more if not for Lagos State gov-
ernment’s restrictions; even 
the Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA) made an attempt to fix 
the roads but stopped. It is not 
within the purview of NPA to 
repair roads, so they stopped 
the idea and the roads have re-
mained bad since then,” Abdul-
lahi told the News Agency of 
Nigeria, (NAN) in March.

N i g e r i a’ s  l aw s  re qu i re s 
approvals to carry out the 
slightest repairs on federal 
infrastructure and the govern-
ment is too distant and aloof 
to care. Apapa speaks of un-
common neglect; a testimony 

to a people’s capacity at self-
immolation.

A lost glory
But Apapa was not always 

this sordid mess. Unlike many 
areas in Lagos that grew from 
a desultory effort by the state 
government to remodel slums, 
Apapa was built with a plan.

The city was designed to 
host commercial, residential 
and marine relate d activi-
ties. It also has a Government 
Residential Area (GRA), with 
stately buildings that have 
manicured flowers and date 
palms bordering sturdy roads.

Apapa was designed to have 
options for leaving the city 
with freight either through 
roads or through the railway. 
Hordes of heavy duty vehicles 
were never meant to cause 
terror on the roads neither 
were it envisaged that those 
who will  manage the road 
will treat maintenance like an 
irritating chore that could be 
wished away.

That Apapa, borne out of 
clear intellect, willed to power 
an economy is long gone. In its 
place stands a riotous enclave 
fast morphing into a blueprint 
for chaos. The 2006 census 
puts Apapa’s p opulation at 
217,362, but the figures will no 
longer be true at the moment 
judging by how much people 
are leaving the area.

Spine-chilling traffic log-
jams, polluted environment 
and wanton lawlessness have 
conspired to drive away in 
droves b oth residents and 
b u s i n e s s e s .  H o m e - o w n e r s 
have abandoned their houses 
to take up tenancy in saner 
areas when Apapa began to 
assume the character of glori-
fied prison.

In this Apapa, rules govern-
ing the roads are fluid, those 
who enforce them even more 
pliant. Road signs are treated 
as suggestions and one-arm 
beggars flail their good hands 
to direct traffic when they 
are bored. Commercial mo-
torcycle operators compete 
with drunken tanker drivers 
and car owners over a right 
to the precarious roads and 
the streets are empty of light 
and life.

The rains are here and the 
rots on the roads shine in all 
their unassuming ‘glory’. Com-
mercial bus drivers climb the 
culvert to drive on one-way 
because tanker drivers convert 
the road to parking lots.

Apapa demands the same 
urgency that was used to fix 
the Abuja Airport without the 
noise and pretentious demon-
strations of good intentions.

Nowhere is Apapa’s rot more pronounced than in its network of shabby roads which has become a meta-
phor for neglect, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU



Anambra airport: Will Obiano break the jinx?

town in Anambra East Local Govern-
ment Area of the state. It is located 
within the Anambra Valley and bor-
dered by Anambra River (Omabala 
River) and Anam in the north, Nteje in 
the south, Aguleri and Nando in the east, 
and Nsugbe in the west.

On November 3, 2009, Majah Umeh, 
the then Anambra State Commissioner 
for Information and Culture, told jour-
nalists in Awka that the Federal Ministry 
of Aviation had approved the establish-
ment of the airport at Ifite-Umuleri, 
around the operational area of Orient 
Petroleum Resources Plc, whose opera-
tional site, according to Henry Mgbakogu 
Jideani, a leader in Ifite-Umuleri and 
former DG/CEO of Lands and Survey, 
Anambra State, “was properly, perti-
nently and relevantly acquired by the 
Anambra State government during 
Governor Chris Ngige’s tenure in 2004”.

Justifying the abandonment of the 
Oba site and the relocation of the project 
to Umuleri, the then chairman of the 
15-man Anambra Airport project com-
mittee set up by Peter Obi in June 2008, 
Ignatius Ewuzie, said at a press briefing 
that Oba is inadequate for the airport site 
for reasons of limited land for expansion, 
erosion menace and PHCN high-tension 
cable near the Oba site.

According to him, the committee 
looked at Oba, Igbariam and Umuleri 
sites and knocked off the first two sites as 
it considered Umuleri the most suitable 
area which has possibilities for expan-
sion and not prone to erosion. He also 
claimed that the committee’s decision 
to site the airport at Umuleri was purely 
technical and devoid of politics, adding 
that the committee needed a site that 
would provide about 5.64km in length 
by 3km wide on a tableland, and that 
the committee was proposing two par-
allel runways, cargo building and other 
ancillary facilities needed in an airport 
of international standard.

On 30 November, 2009, a national 
daily in a news report titled “Contro-
versy rages over N20bn cargo airport in 
Anambra”, stated that “the proposed N20 
billion Cargo Airport by Anambra State 
government, being sited at Umuleri in 
Anambra East Local Government, is no 
longer a reality because of the contro-

G
overnor Willie Obiano of 
Anambra State last Tuesday 
revisited the long-drawn 
Anambra airp ort proje ct 
when he inaugurated an 

airport city project at Ifite-Umueri in 
Anambra East Local Government Area 
of the state.

The project which is estimated to cost 
over $2 billion, Obiano said, was an im-
portant step in expanding the frontiers 
of excellence in the state.

The project, a public private partner-
ship between the state government, 
Orient Petroleum Resources Limited and 
Sinoking Enterprises Investments Ltd, a 
Chinese firm, “would accommodate an 
airport with two runways, an aviation 
fuel dump, an airport hotel, an industrial 
business park, an international conven-
tion centre as well as a facility for aircraft 
maintenance”, he informed.

“The project sits on 1,500 hectares of 
land with enough elbowroom for expan-
sion from Ifite-Umueri to neighbouring 
communities such as Nando, Umunya, 
Otuocha, Aguleri, Nteje, Nsugbe and 
beyond. It was facilitated by Elite Inter-
national Investment Holdings Ltd,” said 
the governor.

Under the contractual agreement, 
Sinoking Enterprises Investment Ltd 
will contribute 75 percent of the total 
cost, Orient Petroleum Resources Ltd will 
contribute 20 percent, while the state 
government will contribute 5 percent, 
Obiano disclosed, adding that the host 
community of Umueri would be entitled 
to 3 percent of the profit from the project 
in perpetuity as a part of the standard 
corporate social responsibility.

While all this may be cheering news, 
close watchers of events in Anambra 
State are sceptical given that previous 
attempts to build an airport in the state 
had been steeped in controversy.

The background
Anambra is one of the five states that 

make up the present-day South-Eastern 
Nigeria. It is home to the commercial 
cities of Onitsha and Nnewi. Onitsha 
harbours the famous Onitsha Main 
Market, easily the largest market in West 
Africa, while Nnewi plays host to the 
Nnewi Motorcycle Spare Parts Market, 
easily the largest motorcycle spare parts 
market in Nigeria. Nnewi is also called 
the Japan (or Taiwan) of Africa.

The idea of siting an airport in the 
vicinity of Onitsha was first conceived 
in the late 1970s, shortly after the cre-
ation of Anambra State. Anambra then 
comprised the present-day Anambra, 
Enugu, and parts of Ebonyi State. The 
airport as conceived at that time was 
to be a cargo airport that would mainly 
serve the transportation and commercial 
interests of Onitsha and Nnewi.

The idea was popularly welcomed not 
only by Anambra people but also by the 
entire people of the South-East for the 
promises it held and the quantum devel-
opment it was expected to bring to the 
area. In an article titled “Cargo Airport 
in Anambra: An Economic Panacea”, 
Acho Orabuchi, an analyst, opined that 
an efficient Oba-Onitsha Cargo Airport 
venture would spur massive economic 

activities such as the concentration of 
forwarders, air cargo carriers, truckers, 
including the support and ancillary 
services that would in turn have huge 
multiplier effects.

“Oba-Onitsha Cargo Airport would 
attract the location and expansion of 
shippers, distribution channels, manu-
facturing and suppliers in and around the 
airport to take advantage of multi-modal 
services accruing as result of the airport. 
The manufacturers and distributors 
would salivate to locate around the air-
port because of the ease to transport high-
value goods,” he said, adding that airports 
and related airport activities generate 
significant employment and income for 
the cities around the airports, leading to 
enormous economic growth and poverty 
reduction in the affected areas.

Feasibility studies were quickly un-
dertaken and the suburban town of Oba 
in Idemili South Local Government Area 
of the state was chosen for the project. 
Thenceforth, the project became known 
as Oba Airport.

Work began in earnest at the Oba site 
with initial clearing and grading. The 
extent of work done was such that on 
two of his visits to Anambra State, the 
late Pope John Paul II landed at the Oba 
Airport site.

Unfortunately, shortly after the initial 
clearing and grading, the project lost mo-
mentum and was abruptly abandoned. 
The government of the day claimed 
that work had to be suspended because 
of paucity of funds. Successive govern-
ments did virtually nothing about the 
project. At a point, rumours made the 
rounds that transporters in Nnewi and 
Onitsha, especially ‘luxury bus’ own-
ers, were strongly opposed to the idea 
of locating an airport in their vicinity 
because of the apparent fear that the 
realisation of such a project would affect 
their land transport business negatively. 
They envisaged, it was claimed, that 
many travellers would prefer to catch a 
flight from Oba to Lagos, Abuja or Kano 
rather than go through the excruciating 
pains of travelling many hours on the 
dilapidated Nigerian roads.

In order to see that their fear is miti-
gated, the rumours said, these ‘luxury 
bus’ owners bribed successive govern-
ments so as to stall the airport project.

Whether these rumours were true or 
false, we cannot authoritatively say. But 
for whatever reason, the airport project 
remained in limbo until April 2007 when 
Andy Uba, former special assistant on 
domestic affairs to General Obasanjo, 
became governor of Anambra State, even 
though illegally, and again revamped 
the hope for the state’s airport. He sub-
sequently used every opportunity that 
presented itself to announce to Anam-
brarians that he would soon mobilize 
all necessary resources to complete the 
project. At a point, it was even claimed 
that he had re-awarded the contract and 
that some heavy construction machin-
ery were already heading towards Oba 
for groundbreaking.

Many in the state dismissed Uba’s 
promises as mere political sloganeering 
and empty propaganda, arguing that he 
was merely using the airport project to 
play on the sentiments of the citizens of 
Anambra in an attempt to make them 
accept him as their governor, considering 
the way he came to power. But before 
Uba would have the chance to prove 
whether he meant business or not, he 
was kicked out of the Anambra Govern-
ment House by the nation’s Supreme 
Court, and Peter Obi was sworn in.

On coming to power, Obi, who had 
said on many occasions that an airport 
would form part of the proposed mega 
city being planned by his administration 
around the Omambala area of the state 
where there is enough land for develop-
ment, revisited the Oba Airport project 
with renewed vigour which raised the 
hopes of Anambra people. But again, 
his approach to the issue further exacer-
bated the frustrations, controversies, in-
trigues and politicking that had already 
trailed the project.

A harvest of controversies
The mother of all controversies came 

when Obi announced that he had car-
ried out an environmental impact as-
sessment of the project at the Oba site, 
and that the EIA proved that the Oba 
site was unsuitable for the project. As 
a result of this new discovery, he said, 
the Oba site was going to be abandoned, 
and Umuleri, a place said to have endless 
amount of land, was to be the new site 
for the project.

Umuleri, also known as Umueri, is a 
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Nearly four decades after the idea was conceived, Governor Willie Obiano seems resolute to actualise the dream of an airport in Anambra State, but 
does he have what it takes to succeed where others have failed?

Continues on page 19
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versy that trailed it”.
This report followed the controversial 

dissolution of the Ewuzie-led 15-man 
airport committee. Others in the com-
mittee included the Secretary to the 
State Government, Paul Odenigbo, four 
commissioners, among others. Some 
members of the committee, it was said, 
were accused of using the committee to 
pursue selfish interest, while some had 
already given up on the project as a failed 
one even before the dissolution.

The committee after its inauguration 
had promised that the clearing of the site 
would take place by the end of 2008 and 
it would provide a runway by December 
2009. None of these was ever realised.

But before the committee was dis-
solved, it was rumoured that the site 
had been moved to Nteje in Oyi Local 
Government Area in place of Umuleri 
for political reasons.

It was reported that Orient Petroleum 
Resources Plc asked the government 
to hands off the project for it to take it 
up and that some communities around 
Umuleri, who were not comfortable with 
the idea of development coming to the 
then war-ravaged community, worked 
against the establishment of the project 
there. It was also reported that Bank 
PHB, Oceanic Bank, Intercontinental 
Bank, BGL Limited, and Fidelity Bank 
had bidden for the project before Orient 
Petroleum entered.

Reactions in Oba
The news of the abandonment of the 

Oba Airport site did not go down well 
with the people of Oba, and indeed the 
entire people of Idemili and Nnewi, who 
felt that the governor deliberately used 
the EIA report to deny them a privilege 
that was long granted to them. Vowing 
to resist the relocation of the project, the 
people wondered why the government 
would abandon a site where a significant 
infrastructure had been completed. They 
attributed the move to vendetta politics, 
saying that Governor Obi simply wanted 
to punish Oba and Nnewi because he 
was not getting along well with Dame 
Virgy Etiaba, his deputy then, who hails 
from Nnewi.

Just recently, there have been allega-
tions from Oba that the state government 
is selling portions of land at the former 
airport site. Some members of the com-
munity had petitioned Gov. Obiano 
asking him to intervene on the alleged 
sale of the land by land grabbers in con-
nivance with agents of government. The 
petitioners alleged that 30 hectares of 
the land were allocated to some persons 
who were selling plots for the erection 
of private buildings, requesting that 
their land be returned to them since the 
airport project for which it was taken 
was no longer feasible.

But speaking through Okey Moka, the 
state Commissioner for Lands, the state 
government roundly denied the allega-
tions, explaining that activities in some 
portion of the land, including the erec-
tion of residential buildings, were within 
the terms under which the land was 
acquired. He said the land remained the 
property of Anambra State government 
and that there was nothing illegal about 
the construction of residential buildings 
in the area. He said that 30 hectares were 
allocated to traders of Emodi Shoe Sellers 
Association by the immediate past ad-
ministration for establishing a residential 
estate and not for industrial purposes as 
the petitioners claimed.

Endless search for an airport
In 2011, while working for another 

medium, this writer and another jour-

nalist, Odinaka Anudu, embarked on 
a tortuous journey through the length 
and breadth of Anambra State in search 
of the airport site to ascertain how much 
work had been done.

At Umuleri, the indigenes of the town 
seemed not know anything about the 
airport project, not to talk of knowing 
where it was to be sited. Those who 
claimed to know about it pointed in 
the wrong direction. It took us almost 
the whole day to locate the site, a mere 
empty stretch of land with nothing to 
show that the project was going on.

Rev John Paul Mozie, Pastor of Christ 
the Saviour Church, Umuleri, who spoke 
with us then, explained that the lack of 
awareness could be attributed to the 
low level of education of many of the 
villagers. He also hinted that the project 
was being carried out by Anambra State 
government in collaboration with Orient 
Petroleum Resources Plc.

The same situation of non-awareness 
replicated itself in Igbariam, which we 
were told was picked to host the airport 
after it was moved away from Oba. Most 
of the shop owners and motorcycle op-
erators at Igbariam Junction said they 
only knew about the Oba Airport. If 
the airport had been moved away from 
Oba, or if at any point Igbariam had 
been considered to host the airport, they 
never heard. The few who said they 
knew something about it pointed at the 
Awkuzu-Igbariam border, while others 
mentioned Nteje.

In Oba, the original site of the airport, 
the indigenes were not eager to talk. All 
attempts to get their reactions to the 
abandonment of the Oba site and the re-
location of the airport to Umuleri proved 
abortive. The only person who spoke to 
us was the traditional ruler of Oba, Igwe P. 
C. Ezenwa, Eze Okpoko I of Oba, who also 
doubled as the president-general of Oba 
town union. He was obviously disgusted 
with the governor’s action, and he did not 
hide his disgust.

“The idea of the Oba Airport was 
mooted long ago. The site was commis-
sioned in the late 1970s and work began 
at the site, but the work was abandoned 

in the guise that the government had no 
money. Then suddenly, Peter Obi said he 
was abandoning Oba because there was 
ecological problem, claiming that the 
money he would spend to remedy the 
erosion problem at Oba would be enough 
to build the airport,” the traditional ruler 
said.

“We have been watching since then. 
They moved to Igbariam where they 
encountered even a more serious prob-
lem. Even in Umuleri, we hear that the 
site they chose is water-logged. Nobody 
knows what is going on again. We are just 
watching the government,” he said.

When we visited Orient Petroleum 
Resources Plc office at Awka, the Anam-
bra State capital, a source there confirmed 
that the Anambra International Cargo 
Airport, as the project was then called, 
was indeed a joint venture project be-
tween Orient Petroleum Resources Plc 
and the Anambra State government. He, 
however, declined to comment further 
or give details of the agreement, saying 
that the state government was in a better 
position to give details.

Promising that the airport would take 
off in a short while, he said, “An airport 
is one of the easiest projects to carry out. 
Once you’ve done the runway, you can 
use anywhere within the airport as your 
control tower; what matters is the equip-
ment you’ve put in place. So, we are on 
course.”

We also called on the then state 
Commissioner for Works, Housing and 
Transport to make further inquiries. The 
commissioner, who spoke through his 
personal assistant, said he was not in a 
position to say anything about the project.

“There is a committee in charge of the 
airport project, and I am not the chairman 
of that committee. The chairman is Barr 
Chima Nwafor, the state Commissioner 
for Commerce and Industry. He is the 
right person to talk to you,” he said.

We then proceeded to the office of the 
said Commissioner for Commerce and In-
dustry but gathered that he had travelled 
out of town. That was the situation until 
Peter Obi left office in 2013.

Does Obiano have the magic wand?

The move by Obiano has continued to 
attract applause. Speaking at the flag-off 
event, Emeka Anyaoku, chairman, Ori-
ent Petroleum Resources, commended 
Obiano’s determination to create en-
abling environment that would open 
economic possibilities in the state.

Anyaoku said the airport project 
represented a historic event in the 
South-East, noting that it would boost 
the entrepreneurship spirit of the people 
of the zone.

Huang Zhi Hni, chairman, Sinoking 
Investments Ltd, said she was delighted 
to be part of the project which, according 
to her, would transform the state and the 
country economically. She assured that 
the project would be completed within 
the scheduled timeframe and hoped it 
would strengthen the bilateral relations 
between Nigeria and China.

Igwe Cyril Enweze, chairman, Anam-
bra Investment Promotion and Protec-
tion Agency (ANSIPPA), said the project 
would improve the state’s IGR and en-
courage competitiveness.

On his part, Governor Obiano said 
the Umueri Airport City Project held 
enormous economic benefits.

“It is expected to generate 1,200 direct 
and 3,600 indirect jobs and we expect the 
people of the state to grab 70 percent of 
the jobs in continuation of our efforts 
to create wealth and prosperity for our 
people. It will also provide an opportu-
nity for training and skills transfer to our 
people,” he said.

Obiano expressed optimism that the 
project would improve ease of doing 
business and wipe out the difficulties 
businessmen and women in the area 
often encounter in exporting and im-
porting goods and services, adding that 
the airport and the subsequent plan for a 
light rail project would place the state in 
the rightful place as a major commercial 
and industrial hub in the West African 
sub-region.

While these commendations con-
tinue, critical analysts are asking, given 
the experience with previous admin-
istrations, whether Obiano can truly 
break the jinx and build an airport in 
Anambra State.



Allegations, denials, threats persist

A
s Nigerians await 
the Federal Govern-
ment’s response to 
a letter written to 
Abubakar Malami, 

Attorney-General and Minister 
of Justice by Mohammed Bello 
Adoke, the immediate past oc-
cupant of the office where he 
fingered three former Nigerian 
presidents: Olusegun Obasanjo, 
UmaruYar’Adua and Goodluck 
Jonathan in the controversial 
OPL 245 oil block settlement, 
feelers are that Adoke may also 
reveal other big names.

But Adoke has refused to 
return to Nigeria to honour an 
invitation by the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) over his alleged involve-
ment in a corruption-related 
deal.

The bone of contention is 
that the lucrative OPL 245 oil 
block which was allocated to 
Malabu Oil and Gas Company in 
1998 for $20million, the money 
paid was a fraction of its value 
to a company (Malabu) partly 
owned by Dan Etete, a former 
petroleum minister under late 
dictator, Sani Abacha. Etete paid 
only $2million of the $20million 
to the Nigerian government.

A report by The Economist 
suggests that only $800 million 
out of the $1.1 billion meant for 
Malabu was eventually remitted 
by the Nigerian government but 
Adoke, who signed the docu-
ments involved in facilitating 
the payments, denied the rest 
was shared by public officials 
in the Jonathan administration.

Eni, an Italian multinational 
oil and gas company and Royal 
Dutch Shell are foreign interests 
at the centre of the Malabu oil 
deal which experts say deprived 
Nigeria billions in dollars.

The OPL 245 block, off the 
coast of Nigeria is owned 50-50 
by Shell and Eni and contains 
probable reserves of 9.23 bil-
lion barrels of oil, representing 
potentially massive bookable re-
serves for the companies but has 
been plagued by vested interests 
and litigations for over a decade 
and spanning three successive 
presidents.

In the letter which was leaked 
to the media, Adoke raised issues 
like: the Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission (EFCC) being 
used by people whose claim or 
shareholding in Malabu remains 
shady; powerful families and 
individuals trying to benefit 
from the deal when they were 
not part of FG’s negotiation from 
2006 to 2011 when the settle-
ment was finally implemented; 
noting that Malami, would be 
doing Nigerians a great favour 
by asking the EFCC, the Aba-
cha family and other powerful 
individuals involved to answer 

‘important’ questions.
According to him, the Terms 

of Settlement encapsulating de-
tails of the settlement between 
the Nigerian Government and 
Malabu Oil and Gas was ex-
ecuted on November 30, 2006, 
later reduced to a Consent Judg-
ment of the Federal High Court, 
Abuja, was brokered by Bayo 
Ojo, his predecessor, and signed 
on behalf of the FG by Edmund 
Daukoru, the then Minister of 
State for Petroleum Resources, 
during the administration of 
Olusegun Obasanjo.

He further stated in the letter 
that the decision to settle out of 
court was in the interest of Ni-
geria, because Shell and co had 
initiated a breach of contract $2.1 
billion suit against the Nigerian 
government.

An industry expert said: “The 
chances of those jostling for the 
soul of OPL 245 to get the block 
are very slim. This is because 
either way the government 
would still have the last say on 
the block. However, if the proper 
procedure was followed at the 
initial stage there would be no 
reason for this noise that is being 
made all over the place.  

“The block was awarded in 
the spirit of concessionary al-
locations which was very abnor-
mal. In a civilised society that is 
not infested with corruption 
some of the characters that are 
coming out now to make claims 
and those whose names have 
been mentioned would been 
made to face the law because 
their  action is tantamount to ap-
propriating the a national asset. 

Why Malabu?
A traditional ruler in Rivers 

State told BDSUNDAY that al-
though; some prominent elders 
in the South-South agree with 
the FG that corruption must 
be fought, they, however, are 
watching keenly to see where 
the scale of justice will tilt in 
the Malabu oil block, where 
one of their own (Dan Etete) is a 
stakeholder. 

According to him, the FG, 
after it must have concluded 
investigation and prosecute 
anybody found culpable in the 
Malabu oil deal, must extende 
similar approach to other major 
oil wells owned by northerners, 
arguing that such illegality and 
the award of oil wells without 
due process was not synony-
mous to Malabu alone.

The monarch, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said: 
“Major oil wells in the country 
are owned by northerners and 
the FG must also explain to Nige-
rians the process leading to them 
owning the assets. You can’t just 
single-out one company and 
you say ‘I am fighting corrup-
tion in an entire sector’. If you 
leave others untouched, then, 
you validate Adoke’s claim that 
powerful families who want 
their shares in the Malabu deal 

are using state actors to make 
case for themselves. If you want 
to fight corruption do so without 
shielding sacred cows”.

A matter of percentage
BDSUNDAY’s findings show 

that the controversial oil well 
was initially taken from Malabu 
Oil Company and given to Shell 
and Eni by Obasanjo’s govern-
ment but the former went to 
court not primarily to challenge 
the decision but to make a case 
for its percentage in the deal, 
since Malabu considered itself 
as the legitimate owner. 

As part of the settlement, 
Edmund Daukoru, Obasanjo’s 
minister of State for Petroleum, 
had hinted in a December 2, 
2006 letter to the multinationals 
that Malabu would withdraw 
its pending case against the 
Nigerian government from the 
courts and pay a total sum of 
$210 million for signature bonus 
including the $2 million previ-
ously paid and that Malabu shall 
be free to assign, pledge or deal in 
any way with its restored rights 
over OPL 245, in whole or in part 
to any third party in accordance 
with Nigerian law.

Chukwuemeka Obi is another 
Nigerian of interest who is also 
seeking certain percentage in 
the Malabu oil deal. Obi and 
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Obasanjo Jonathan

Daukoru Magu

the money was supposedly meant for 
“administrators and Eni executives.”

Under Jonathan, the out-of-court 
settlement reached was that Shell and 
Eni will pay the Nigerian Government 
for the oil well and that the percent-
age which Malabu seeks will be paid 
by the FG.

But Obasanjo recently denied his 
involvement in the scandal in an in-
terview with an online platform and 
warned Adoke to cease further men-
tioning of his name in the controversial 
$1.1 billion Malabu Oil deal.

“I don’t support that kind of conduct. 
Adoke and others should not drag me 
into a matter I know nothing about. If 
they have been asked to answer ques-
tions over decisions they took while in 
office, they should do that honourably. 
They should not bring Obasanjo into an 
Etete deal. What Etete did is the height 
of corruption. He appropriated the as-
set to himself illegally, illegitimately 
and immorally,” he said.

There are, however, similar reports 
of how Daukoru  wrote to Shell retriev-
ing the block, and then re-awarding 
same to Malabu in what he described 
as a product of out-of-court settlement 
with Malabu.

Global Witness
Simon Taylor, director, Global Wit-

ness, a United Kingdom anti-corrup-
tion group, alleged in a statement that 
about $523million of the $1.1billion 
paid by Shell and Eni for Malabu Oil 

his firm, EVP, had laid claim to 
about $110 million of the $1.1 
billion paid by Shell and Eni for 
OPL 245.

Obi sued Malabu for $110 
million in London which he said 
was his entitlement for helping 
to facilitate the deal between the 
oil majors and Malabu.

In July 2013, the High Court 
of Justice, Queen’s Bench Divi-
sion presided by Lady Justice 
Gloster ruled in favour of Obi 
that he was entitled to a fee of 
8.5percent of the total disposal 
consideration of $1.3 billion.

Following the ruling, the 
money was transferred to EVP’s 
Swiss accounts; but Italian au-
thorities who had by then start-
ed investigating the fraudulent 
deal asked Swiss authorities to 
freeze the account where it has 
since remained.

As part of their findings, Ital-
ian prosecutors said officials of 
Eni, may have received $50 mil-
lion bribe from the $1.1 billion 
the company and Shell paid into 
a Nigerian government account 
in 2011.

According to investigators, 
€50 million cash was delivered 
to the Abuja home of one Mr. 
Casula, who was then the head 
of Eni’s business operations in 
sub-Saharan Africa and that 

...As $1.1b Malabu oil scandal festers

Block (OPL 245) went to some fronts of 
a former Nigerian president but with-
held the name of the ex-president.

According to Taylor, Shell cur-
rently holds 11.75 billion barrels and 
Eni holds 6.89 billion barrels of proven 
oil equivalent reserves.

“The block was eventually passed 

a country where more than 60 
percent of the population live 
in poverty.

“Shell and Eni have always 
denied that they knew the mon-
ey they paid would go to Malabu, 
but documents seen by Global 
Witness show that the compa-

companies and their investors 
must understand they can no 
longer do backdoor deals with 
corrupt officials without paying 
a hefty price,” Taylor further 
said.

The group also wrote a letter 
to the EFCC not to waiver in its 
determination to probe the sale 
of the oil block.

The EFCC has since been 
granted an order for the block 
to be returned to the Nigerian 
Government, pending the pros-
ecution of the oil companies 
involved. The foreign bank ac-
counts related to the deal has 
also been freeze.

The Commission’s affidavit la-
bels the oil block as “proceeds of 
crime” and states that Nigerian 
authorities are “in the process of 
preferring a further charge bor-
dering on conspiracy, bribery, 
official corruption and money 
laundering,” against Shell and 
Eni subsidiaries.

The EFCC insists that Shell 
and Eni “conspired” with the 
Nigerian Attorney General in 
2011, Adoke, to send the pay-
ment of $1.2 billion bribe money 
through Federal Government 
Escrow Account with JP Morgan 
Chase Bank.

In December 2016, Italian 
authorities officially concluded 
their preliminary investigation 
into the oil deal and appeared 
set to lay charges against Shell, 
Eni and executives from both 
companies for international cor-
ruption offences.

Prosecutors alleged that over 
$500million went to “fronts 
for former President Goodluck 
Jonathan”. But Jonathan has de-
nied the allegations, saying in a 
statement that he has never used 
the alleged front to “seek favour 
or collect any gratification on 
his behalf”. Late Yar’Adua is the 
only one not alive now to speak 
for himself, among the three 
ex-presidents linked to the case.

But Adeleke Adedipe, operat-
ing officer, LEKOIL Nigeria, said 
Nigerians do not need Yar’Adua 
to come from death to clarify 
his role in the entire Malabu 
scandal, saying that the current 
administration of Muhammadu 
Buhari should be able to get to 
the bottom of the case since 

Obasanjo and Jonathan, the 
presidents who both started and 
ended negotiations on behalf 
Nigeria respectively are both 
alive to testify. 

According to him, a good 
point to start is with Adoke, 
who is already in EFCC’s radar 
over the matter while asking the 
Jonathan’s Attorney-General 
to provide irrefutable evidence 
that his boss (Jonathan) directed 
him to negotiate a deal against 
Nigeria.

“Adoke, who is a Senior Ad-
vocate of Nigeria (SAN), should 
know better. He should use the 
court to compel the FG to release 
documents relating to the matter 
he claimed is in the office of the 
Attorney-General, rather than 
writing an open letter. Do you 
correct a deal that was done ille-
gally through another illegality? 
If he can prove that Jonathan 
asked him to negotiate against 
Nigeria, then, Jonathan can be 
compelled to testify what he 
knows; and from there Obasanjo 
can be brought in too. They 
are not greater than Nigeria,” 
Adedipe told BDSUNDAY. 

Asked why multinational 
oil companies could engage in 
illegality they wouldn’t do in 
their respective home countries, 
Adedipe said corrupt Nigerian 
officials should be blamed for 
whatever negative things for-
eign companies do in Nigeria, 
saying, “you cannot ask a thief to 
go to the farm and steal and then 
turn around to call the police at 
the same time”.

The Department of Petroleum 
Resources (DPR) also admitted 
last December that Adoke and 
other officials of the Jonathan 
administration who participated 
in the concession of the Malabu 
oil field to Shell and Eni did not 
follow due process.

For Babatunde Oluajo, public 
policy manager, Integrity Ni-
geria, like Halliburton bribery 
scandal, the Malabu oil deal 
again revealed how Nigerian 
leaders and their elite friends 
are only concerned about their 
interest and will pursue it to the 

detriment of the country itself.
“The Malabu oil scandal is a 

revelation of the mismanage-
ment of our commonwealth. 
What it tells us is that: a sitting 
president and his oil minister 
decided to award what is con-
sidered ‘the richest oil wells in 
Africa’ to themselves; due pro-
cess was not even followed and 
the companies did not pay what 
they were supposed to pay. And 
so, when a new president came 
in, he decided to revoke the deal. 
But under Jonathan, our gov-
ernment served as a mediator 
between those who criminally 
cornered our oil and those who 
wanted to buy that oil well from 
them. The best thing would have 
been to revoke the oil well. The 
oil was criminally acquired but 
because of the huge oil in the 
well, Shell and Eni, criminally 
got involved by dealing with 
somebody who cornered our 
commonwealth. When you buy 
stolen goods you are a criminal 
too. That is why when civil 
society groups started pressing 
the issue governments of Neth-
erlands and Italy took it upon 
themselves to investigate these 
companies because they knew 
that everything about the deal 
was wrong. It is a messy embar-
rassment of how our leaders 
allocate national resources to 
their children and concubines,” 
Oluajoa told BDSUNDAY.

He explained that the Malabu 
oil scandal is also a revelation 
that what is known by Nigerians 
as “public policies” are meant to 
serve the interest of few elites, 
saying that public benefit is just 
a fraction in Nigeria’s current 
leadership architecture.

“This shows how the Nigerian 
state has been captured by few 
cabals and they used public re-
sources to further their course 
and they do not care about the 
Nigerian people. That is why 
they cannot act against multi-
national companies criminally 
cornering our oil wells. Once 
their interest is taken care of, in 
their minds, all of us can go and 
die,” Oluajo lamented.

on to Shell and Eni in 2011 in exchange 
for a payment of $1.1 billion which 
flowed to Malabu rather than to the 
Nigerian state,” he said.

“The former Minister of Justice, 
Adoke by his own account acted as a 
broker in the deal. This deal deprived 
the country of a sum equivalent to 80 
percent of its 2015 health budget in 

nies, in fact, constructed the deal 
knowing that the money would 
flow ultimately to Malabu.

“This is historic. Generations 
of Nigerians have been robbed 
of life-saving services while oil 
men have grown rich at their 
expense. Now that Shell and Eni 
are finally facing consequences, 
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Godwin Igwe, former director, CGRP-IPS, Uni Port

‘How FG’s modular refinery proposal can 
create 1m jobs, reduce hunger, poverty’

G
odwin Igwe, a professor of 
Chemical Engineering and 
expert in petroleum refin-
ing, gas and petrochemicals 
has welcomed the Federal 

Government’s motivation and desire 
to legalise the “illegal refineries” by 
transforming them into modular refin-
eries. He had established a modular for 
University of Port Harcourt in late 2015.

Describing the decision as com-
mendable, he said: “It is sound strategy 
even though long overdue. First, let’s 
humanise the activities and call them 
artisanal or cottage industries. Re-
member, a country unable to refine its 
own crude oil lacks internal, external, 
social and economic security,” added 
Igwe, who is also the Nigeria Liquefied 
Natural Gas, NLNG chair of Gas Process-
ing Engineering. He sent this expert 
opinion to BDSUNDAY in a note from 
his base in the United States of America.

“With a thoughtful implementa-
tion and management of the modular 
refineries programme, the govern-
ment can reduce joblessness, poverty, 
and hunger in the Niger Delta states. 
The programme should be envisioned, 
enabled and well-articulated in terms 
of infrastructure development invest-
ments, budgeting, crude oil supplies, 
power supplies, and technical en-
trepreneurial professionals, to avoid 
people following so many rabbits from a 
blanket general statement of consortia 
formation supporting establishment of 
modular refineries,” he said.

Igwe, the pioneer director of Centre 
for Gas, Refining and Petrochemicals, 
Institute of Petroleum Studies (CGRP-
IPS), University of Port Harcourt, spoke 
in April last year on “Using Modular 
Refineries as a Blueprint to end fuel 
scarcity in Nigeria,” at the African 
Modular Refinery seminar, where he 
created and proposed a path forward for 
the nation’s oil industry. He said, with 
a reasoned, sustainable, well planned 
approach and tool, the country would 
be better off.

“Nigeria currently imports over 60 
million liters of petrol every day. Cost of 
importing fuel in 30 days is enough to 
build 10 to 15 modular crude refineries. 
Current crude oil price free fall can be 
turned into gold for Nigeria by build-
ing 10 to 15 modular refineries in most 
states in Nigeria,” he stated.

The CGRP-IPS under Igwe’s watch 
organised annual conferences on gas, 
refining, petrochemicals and fertilizers, 
with international petroleum experts 
espousing development of several 
privately-run miniature refineries to 
ease Nigeria of its oil crisis.

In 2014, Godwin Igwe had warned of 
an impending economic crisis for Nige-
ria in the nearest future, following an 
imminent global oil demand fall; while 
the country would be most hard-hit 
due to its huge dependence on whole 
crude oil export.

“As more countries are discovering 
oil, our exports will begin to drop at 

some stage. With climate change, de-
velopment of alternative fuels is bad 
news for crude oil producers. Our case 
is even worsening because of frequent 
production outages and unprecedented 
oil theft, despite the billion-naira con-
tracts awarded to militants to safeguard 
the pipelines. We are taking loans every 
day and our debts are piling up. The 
world’s biggest consumer of crude, the 
U.S., has now found a formidable alter-
native in shale oil.  So, the demand for 
our oil has fallen and will only continue 
to fall. The new reality is that crude oil 
is no longer a monopoly.  As demand 
falls, the price will fall. As the price falls, 
production will fall. Many oil fields will 
become unprofitable to operate.

“They are likely to close down. In this 
event, the naira would crash. A fall in 
foreign exchange inflow will hurt us 
since we are import-dependent. If we 
deplete our external reserves to protect 
the naira, it would impact negatively 
on the general prices of goods and ser-
vices, hence, less money to build infra-
structure, less money for government 
overheads, leading to retrenchment 
and salary cuts. Money to fund fuel 
subsidy and petrol price will increase 
and as petrol price goes up, mass unrest 
will ensue as cost of living rises,” he said.

He had then advised embracing of 
miniature refineries, gas, petrochemi-
cals and fertilizers development. He 
also proposed hundreds of designs and 
kinds of modular refinery configura-
tions in the world, their costs of con-
struction, and overall socio-economic 
gains.

For him, modular refineries would 
teach Nigeria the wisdom of supply and 
demand; the need for effective cham-
pion, gatekeeper and driver, with vast 

economic and security implications. 
While on the infrastructural invest-
ments front, we would be putting our 
money where our mouth is. He noted 
that the EU spends about 59 billion 
Euros per year on farm subsidies on 
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
Nigeria can do same, he noted.

He noted thus: “with modular re-
fineries, we will obtain full value for 
products made from a barrel of crude 
oil.  A US$42-gallon barrel of crude oil 
yields about 45 gallons of petroleum 
products, i.e., 10.04 gallons diesel, 1.24 
other distillates, 3.91 jet fuel, 6.80 other 
products, 1.68 heavy fuel oil (residual), 
1.72 liquefied petroleum gases (LPG), 
and 19.36 gallons of gasoline.  This will 
supplement our current refining capac-
ity of 445,000 BPSD (i.e., PHRC 210,000; 
WRPC 125,000 and 110,000 KRPC).”

The US-based chemical engineer and 
member of World Bank McNamara Fel-
low [USA] , Alexander-von-Humboldt 
Fellow [Germany], said refining is a 
mature technology, hence qualified 
technical professionals should be em-
ployed to design appropriate products 
(LPG, PMS, DPK, AGO, LPFO, HPFO) 
for appropriate end uses (gas cookers, 
vehicles, generators, stoves, lanterns, jet 
planes, sea vessels, industrial furnaces, 
etc.) with all major specifications.”

He gave additional benefits and 
values of modular refineries to include: 
produce a combined volume of over 
1,000,000 liters per day of petrol, die-
sel, aviation kero, kerosene, naphtha, 
and other petrochemical products; 
create over one million jobs for Nige-
rian youths; create over 1,000 spin-off 
medium and small businesses, such as 
shipping, engineering, construction, 
logistics, fabrication, and many more; 

train over 120,000 Nigerians and com-
munity indigenes; provide food and 
shelter for over 5 million Nigerians; 
rejuvenate our national economy with 
another oil boom era, and chance to 
export excess fuel produced by the 
refineries and earn forex from fuel 
export; regenerate various key socio-
economic sectors and sustainably raise 
the Nigerian GDP.

“Oil communities can be trans-
formed into an oil capital of Nigeria 
and Africa by forming oil community 
cooperatives, and making them key 
stakeholders as joint venture partners 
in the ownership and operation of 
these modular refineries; provide oil 
communities, indigenes an alternative 
sustainable source of income, foster a 
fresh sense of ownership, deep sense 
of commitment and responsibility for 
protecting all the Nigerian oil assets in 
their environment, hence eradicating 
our ugly era of pipeline vandalism and 
oil spills, and save Nigerian government 
the current daily loss of about N470 
million per day,” Igwe said.

He quickly suggested the testing the 
idea of modular refineries at strategic 
locations of the country, which he said, 
will increase internally generated rev-
enue and reduce fuel scarcity.

“The government should, therefore, 
set up a guiding Policy Document (Law) 
to enable entrepreneurs to develop the 
country.  We can train and turn the ‘il-
legal refineries’ to ‘legal refineries.’ The 
‘illegals’ already have the necessary 
raw production skills.  We just need 
to provide guidance and training. The 
knowledge gap in distillation processes 
will be provided on appropriate stan-
dards, specifications, and catalysis. This 
will in turn, stop environmental pollu-
tion and degradation because all the 
refining fractions currently poured in 
rivers (depriving us of safe and reliable 
drinking water), will be fully utilized 
in some other process plants.  Stopping 
pollution is very important, because 
having money is no guarantee of good 
health. By providing jobs and reducing 
unemployment, the Federal Govern-
ment and 36 other states will then 
have enough money to fund various 
projects,” Igwe stated.

To better run the incoming modular 
refineries, the former CGRP pioneer 
director called for a design of “a strat-
egy and policy to set up Energy Bank 
to provide financing, taxable at low 
interest rate. Sell crude oil to them at 
subsidised price.  If you legalise, then 
you stop bunkering because it becomes 
unprofitable for their sponsors. They 
will become proud owners of a busi-
ness, and kerosene, petrol (gasoline), 
diesel, will be everywhere, satisfying 
the demand in the country.”

He further advised the setting up 
of “a Refining and Petrochemicals 
Authority to have a focal point, and 
letting illegal refineries become ‘legal 
artisanal refineries’ by training them. 
It is sound reasoning. It is practicable. 
It is demonstratively a true paradigm 
shift for good.” 

BEN EGUZOZIE, PORT HARCOURT
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I
n the morning of Saturday, April 
11, 2015 Florence Ita-Giwa, a for-
mer Presidential liaison officer to 
the National Assembly, and some 
youths crossed the Great Calabar 

River (otherwise called Cross River) in 
speedboats, others followed in canoes, 
to cast their votes at polling booths at 
their Dayspring I & II settlements in 
Bakassi Local Government, Cross River 
State. The area is popular and peopled 
by ordinary Bakassi indigenes, who 
regard it as the de-facto headquarters 
of new Bakassi LGA, created in 2008 
by Olusegun Obasanjo, former presi-
dent (1999–2007), after he handed out 
Bakassi Peninsula, an oil-rich group of 
islands, to the Republic of Cameroon, 
Nigeria’s eastern neighbour.

It was gubernatorial election day 
around the nation, including Bakassi 
LGA. Ita-Giwa and others had sup-
posed there would be no hitch, draw-
ing from their  exp erienc e at  the 
Presidential and National Assembly 
elections held a week earlier. But this 
day, they were sorely wrong. They 
were refused voting. Reason: a Calabar 
High Court order had stopped election 
in Dayspring I & II.

It was a rude shock to Ita-Giwa and 
other indigenes with her, as disap-
pointment was written all over their 
faces.  The Senator said they were 
“ambushed in our own land.”  She 
had then led the indigenes to protest 
what she termed “judicial ambush,” 
whereby majority of registered voters 
from Dayspring 1 & 11 were allegedly 
stopped from voting during the 2015 
gubernatorial election. They displayed 
their voters’ cards, wondering why 
someone should use the instrumen-
tality of the court to stop them from 
performing their civic responsibility.

Today, shock, deprivation and ut-
ter neglect have remained the lot of 
the entire Bakassi indigenes 15 years 
since their ancestral land was taken 
away from them and given over to a 
neighbouring nation – Cameroon – in 
the name of good neighbourliness and 
posturing for respect for rule of law. 
All promises made then by Obasanjo, 
of a new Bakassi homeland for the 
people, have remained a pipedream. 
Life in Bakassi has been one of wretch-
e dness and deprivation.  Dis eas es, 
misery and infirmities resulting in 
increased cases of mortalities.

Till date, no legal document to back 
up the new local government area, 
either by past administrations or the 
Buhari administration; let alone put-
ting up structures of governance. The 
Federal High Court, Calabar, presided 
over by Justice Adetokumbo Ademola, 
with Suit No: FHC/CA/CS/21/2012, 
had, on the eve of the election, issued 
an order stopping elections from being 
conducted in the two Bakassi settle-
ments. The order said: “2012 elections 

in Bakassi and subsequent ones should 
be based on ward delineation based on 
the current Bakassi Local Government 
Area created pursuant to Law No. 7, 
or should be based on Ward Delinea-
tion based on Bakassi LGA, as existed 
before the ceding of Bakassi to the 
Cameroun.” 

 A monarch’s heartache 
For Etim Okon Edet, the paramount 

ruler of Bakassi, whose palace is a tiny 
thatched house, the whole blame goes 
to former president Obasanjo, who he 
said, woefully failed to lay the foun-
dation of a new Bakassi homeland 
where the returnees would have been 
resettled; having given away their 
peninsula to Cameroon Republic.

“The issue of Bakassi would contin-
ue to hang on the neck of the former 
president, until the people are prop-

erly resettled and given their ancestral 
home. Obasanjo is the ‘main actor’ in 
the ceding of Bakassi to Cameroon. It 
is quite disappointing at the way the 
former president abandoned us after 
making promises of a proper resettle-
ment in an area of our choice,” said 
Okon Edet last Tuesday in Calabar.

The monarch lamented that since 
the October 10, 2002 judgment of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) that 
ceded the area, nothing has been done 
for the people, who were displaced. “I 
am calling for urgent action towards 
a proper resettlement of our people,” 
he said.

“Obasanjo made promises to us. We 
thought that he would be sincere. The 
way he met with us severally at the 
(Presidential) Villa. I was a regular 
visitor at the Villa. The way he talked 

to us as the father of the nation. The 
way he spoke with me personally, I 
was very sure that the Nigerian nation 
was going to do something.

“He promised us that we are going 
to leave to anywhere we are going to 
go, anywhere of our choice with all 
our institutions intact. (But) we were 
never given that choice. Until now, we 
have not been given that choice. He 
is still alive. He should also say some-
thing whether it was good for him as 
president to have ceded the area, and 
told us to vacate the area without pro-
vision of anything. The Bakassi issue 
would be hanging on his neck, and I 
think he should get it off his neck be-
fore God calls him. He never fulfilled 
any of those things.

“We are sure God will come by in 
this matter. We would not go to war, 
but the tears of the people would go 
to God. Those of them who have done 
us this harm, God will fight this fight, 
unless they go back and do what the 
promised they will do. My hope is on 
God and the Nigerian nation,” Edet 
said. 

Presidential Committee on proper 
Bakassi resettlement

During the Go o dluck Jonathan 
administration, following series of 
protests by Bakassi indigenes, a Presi-
dential Committee on Proper Resettle-
ment of Bakassi (PCPRB) was set up 
in 2013. The Committee submitted its 
report on 23 May, 2013, with strong 
recommendations, among other things 
that “the primary focus of government 
should be to relocate the people to 
an environment where they can live 
comfortably and practise their profes-
sions.” Others were that: “the relevant 

BEN EGUZOZIE &
MIKE ABANG, Calabar

15 years after relocation
Poverty, neglect claw 
deeper on Bakassi people

Bakassi LGA

Continues on page 16
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agencies of the Federal, State Govern-
ments and the people must be involved 
in the physical planning and develop-
ment of infrastructure in the area, i.e. 
Dayspring 1, Dayspring 2 and Kwa 
Islands; a Blueprint of Necessary Infra-
structure be provided with required 
costing by organs of government. The 
Committee also recommended the es-
tablishment of a N100 billion Special 
Fund for Bakassi Development, to be 
driven by the community; and monies 
realized and/or allocated to the Fund 
be utilised for education, job creation 
activities, long-term infrastructural 
development,  business enterpris e 
development, and enhancement of 
tourism for the people.

Lamentably, four years after the 
submission of the PCPRB report to 
the Federal Government, nothing has 
been heard about it. “What offence 
did we commit,” queried Oko Edet. 
He described their present situation 
as a people as highly  pathetic and 
worrisome; very painful for one to 
forgo his/her ancestral home, and in 
such circumstances as we have found 
ourselves. We were hopeful that the 
Federal Government would imple-
ment the recommendations of the 
Committee and end the matter in our 
collective interest.

 Forgone facilities
Before the ceding of Bakassi Penin-

sula, there were four built-up second-
ary schools, one of which was built by 
the Niger Delta Development Commis-
sion (NDDC), with a fully equipped 
staff quarters. There were over 42 pri-
mary schools and two other second-
ary schools; a Comprehensive Health 
Clinic and over 10 Health Centres and 
an ambulance boat. These facilities 
sadly went to Cameroon Republic. 

The fate of pregnant women, chil-
dren and the elderly, who were all 
displaced from old Bakassi can better 
be imagined than described. All the 
children and youths have been denied 
access to education and healthcare 
through no fault of their own. Edet 
attributed the increased rate of mili-
tancy and sea-piracy in the Bakassi 
area, and by extension, the Gulf of 
Guinea, to the misery at the island. 
The October 10, 2002 ICJ judgment 
affected the Nigeria’s maritime bound-
ary at Bakassi and land boundary up to 
Lake Chad region in Borno, Adamawa 
and Taraba states. In the land area, the 
Federal Government is said to have 
resettled the people, but Bakassi re-
settlement is still dragging. 

Situation report
Mohamme d Thomps on, a youth 

c orps memb er s erving in Bakassi , 
who undertook a medical mission to 
the area said he met a sorry situation: 
no electricity; no healthcare centre; 
no school; no water, and no empow-
erment programme. The project was 
supported by Cross River House of 
Assembly, Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA), Oando Plc, Commanding Of-
ficer, Nigerian Navy Ship Victory, 
Calabar, Eva Giant Limited, the state 
comptroller, Nigerian Customs Service 
and Calabar Free Trade Zone (CFTZ).

 State’s attempt at development
Ben Ayade, Cross River State gover-

nor recently flagged off 5,000 housing 
units for displaced Bakassi people, 

“We don’t even want relocation any 
longer, or any appeal in any court, be-
cause it is going to be a waste of time 
and money. We are going to take it 
by whatever means, because we have 
been left astray for almost 10 years.”

The aggrieved monarch further 
said: “I have heard that some people 
are doing bomb. They have not seen 
bombs yet. What they are doing are 
very small  b ombs.  What are they 
fighting for; maybe it’s not even up to 
the magnitude of our own. Our own is 
a whole local government.”

“The process is on, and we are going 
back to our area. We will take it by any 
means possible. We don’t have any 
problem with Nigeria. Our problem is 
with the Cameroons, that they must 
leave our area. And they are going 
to leave very soon. We have been 
assured that they will leave. Nigeria 
can go and leave us. There was Bakassi 
before political Nigeria; and there was 
Bakassi before political Cameroon.

“There are enough problems al-
ready in this country, and the presi-
dent should not have additional ones. 
People have been dreaming and plan-
ning on how to break Nigeria; and peo-
ple predicted that in 2015 Nigeria would 
break up; and they have been looking 
for avenues to achieve this; and Nigeria 
is opening its flanks to those things; 
and so many things are happening un-
abated. Bakassi will be one of them. And 
when anything happens, God Almighty 
will exonerate us,” he said.

“Nigeria will bear us witness that we 
have waited for long. We don’t have any 
problem with ICJ, and I don’t want any-
body to go and appeal any case, because 
it will be waste of time and money. We 
want to take our area out. We will do 
so, and Nigerians will see with their 
two eyes that God is still on the throne,” 
Edet explained almost moving to tears.

He also expressed deep dissatisfac-
tion with the United Nations Nigeria-
Cameroon Mixed Commission that was 
set up during the ceding of Bakassi, to 
monitor the implementation of the GTA 
treaty; adding that the Commission has 
sadly performed below par. He however, 
urged the UN to set up an independent 
body to re-evaluate the work of the 
Mixed Commission. 

Freedom radio, Flag, Coat of Arms, 
Anthem launched?

It was said that the Bakassi Freedom 
Fighters have launched an international 
radio station, hoisted their ‘Blue-Red-
White’ flag at Dayspring Island, the 
de- facto Bakassi LGA headquarters; 
and have also launched their official 
coat of arms and a national anthem, in 
their bid to intensify their struggle for 

self-determination. Our source said the 
Nigerian Army was not yet aware of the 
development. The Brigade in Calabar 
told BDSUNDAY that the allegation that 
Cameroun was beefing up its troops 
and armament, in case the Bakassi 
people carry out their threat to attack 
them was not to their knowledge. The 
Army spokesman said then: “I am very 
shocked to hear about such information. 
The Brigade is not yet aware of this de-
velopment. In any case, we are going to 
launch our investigation.”

Intervention by 7th Assembly
During the 7th National Assembly, 

members of the House of Representa-
tives Committee on Treaties and Agree-
ment visited and addressed leaders and 
chiefs of Bakassi. The committee was 
told then that the people had already 
launched their coat of arms, national 
anthem, a radio station and even hoisted 
their flag. “We are ready to secede if 
Nigeria does not want us; or does not 
guarantee our peace and safety. We are 
very bitter and have lost our patience. 
We do not care what will happen. Ni-
geria should not be surprised at what 
is coming. The bombs thrown by Boko 
Haram are nothing compared to ours,” 
said Monarch Okon Edet.

Meanwhile, Saviour Nyong, the 
lawmaker representing the Bakassi 
state constituency in the Cross River 
State House of Assembly, said then that 
Bakassi people were justified in their 
action because they are a people that 
have been traumatised and neglected. 
“I would not say the Assembly has offi-

cially endorsed their action, but I stand 
by them throughout,” he said.

But Yacoob Bush-Alebiosu, chair-
man of the House of Representatives 
committee on Treaties and Agreements 
at the 7th National Assembly then 
appealed to the Bakassi leaders to be 
patient as his committee would ensure 
that justice was done to their plight. 
Nothing further was heard from the 
committee until end of that Assembly. 

Other reactions
Liyel Imoke, a former governor of 

Cross River, in a recent reaction on the 
Bakassi question said, the International 
Court of Justice judgment of 2002 and 
the subsequent Green Tree Agreement, 
which was a fallout of ceding of Bakassi 
to Cameroon, had stated that the exer-
cise was not meant to be punitive on 
the people. He however, remarked that 
by losing Bakassi, Nigeria has failed to 
address the rights of the people. And 
that the issue should be brought again 
to the fore. Imoke maintained that 
the Green Tree Agreement between 
Nigeria and Cameroon, which is yet to 
be ratified (by the National Assembly), 
should not be punitive to any citizen of 
the country. He said the 7th National 
Assembly’s Committee’s visit provided 
it opportunities to get the facts and 
see what the implications of the treaty 
have been.  “The Agreement and the 
subsequent ceding and hand over of 
Bakassi were not domesticated by the 
National Assembly as provided in the 
constitution,” Imoke stressed.

But Bush-Alebiosu, chairman of 
the House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Treaties and Agreements, 
said at that time that they were in the 
state on a fact-finding visit following 
the ceding of Bakassi to Cameroon. 
He said their visit was prompted by 
several reports which the committee 
had received on the Green Tree Agree-
ment between Nigeria and Cameroon. 
He had appealed for peace, to give the 
committee the opportunity to work 
out something for the people. That was 
the end of the matter. 

No action from 8th Assembly:
Since its onset in 2015, the current 

8th National Assembly has yet to move 
a finger over the Bakassi question. The 
current National Assembly has other 
interests it is pursuing than legislate 
on thorny issues that touch a whole 
local government. Agitations are rife 
everywhere in the country. No one 
knows how far things would degen-
erate, with inaction from relevant 
authorities.

which he tagged: ‘New cities in remote 
places for less privileged.’ The project, 
yet to be started, is to be funded by 
Africa Nations D evelopment Pro-
gramme (ANDP) in partnership with 
the state government. Speaking at 
the construction site at Ikpa Nkanya 
Village, Ikot Eyo Ward in Akpabuyo 
Local Government Area, which has 
been providing some living space for 
Bakassi returnees, Ayade stressed the 
need for all to come together to make 
lives meaningful for the people.  He 
said: “Bakassi people have been dis-
located from their ancestral homes, 
denied the pleasures of worship and 
decent accommodation, reduced in 
want and in spirit just because they 
are not strong enough to fight back. I 
come as a child from that humble be-
ginning to say that we must all come 
together to make a difference and that 
difference.”

Governor Ayade, however, reason-
ing that a ground-breaking ceremony 
of the housing units would take a long 
time for action to start, he said: “While 
we wait for ANDP, we will hold the 
fort. Cross River will also give the stim-
ulus, so that ANDP will recognise the 
fact that they have attracted us to sup-
port them.” ANDP Country director, 
Thomas Ajikwa said, the body “works 
with the less-privileged, indigent and 
excluded people in Africa, promot-
ing values and commitment in civil 
society, institutions and governments 

with the aim of achieving structural 
changes in order to eradicate injustice 
and poverty in Africa.”

Bakassi self-actualisation?
Apparently to take things further 

to actualis e their dreams, Bakassi 
indigenes might be spoiling for more 
action. There appears to be prepara-
tion for a battle for self-actualisation 
by the people. It was gathered that 
plans have reached a climax with the 
hosting of a Blue Red & White colours, 
and the setting up of their radio station 
at Dayspring Island, despite some spir-
ited efforts by Cross River government 
to dissuade them.

BDSUNDAY gathered that arrange-
ments have been concluded with some 
international liberation groups to as-
sist Bakassi natives in a battle ahead. 
“Ours will be a classic story of the el-
ephant and the ant. The elephant will 
soon be driven frantic with ants all 
over its enormous bulk. The elephant 
will be so harassed and will find no 
respite and will dash itself against a 
tree trunk. Throughout history, in-
jured people have had to resort to arms 
in their self-defense where peaceful 
negotiations fail. Bakassi people are 
no exception. Our right to self-deter-
mination is imminent; some will die, 
but some will live to reap from our 
labour,” said the commander-general 
of the incoming group. 

Bakassi’s freedom fighters
On July 9, 2009, following the sign-

ing of the Green Tree Agreement [GTA] in 
Washington DC, USA, between presidents 
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Paul Biya 
of Cameroon, a nascent group in the now 
ceded territory, known as “Bakassi Freedom 
Fighters,” had emerged. It vowed then to 
make the peninsula become an independent 
state, if Nigeria surrendered the sovereignty 
to Cameroon.  Tension reached a boiling 
point, when handover of the island began to 
dawn on the natives, on August 14, 2008, ex-
change of sovereignty at Government House 
Calabar, leader of the militant group, Tony 
Ene, was killed in a mysterious road accident 
on Calabar-Itu Highway. Ene and his group 
were the first to hoist the Bakassi national 
flag at Abana, the erstwhile headquarters 
of old Bakassi Local Government Area, with 
the rising sun as its symbol. The Nigerian 
government troops brought it down, threat-
ening Ene and his colleagues with arrests. 

Cameroon mobilisation
However, the government of Cameroon is 

said not to be resting on its oars, since taking 
over Bakassi Peninsula. Till date, authorities 
in Yaoundé are said to have been deploying 
more troops to Bakassi area, with all of them 
put on red alert, to forestall any eventual-
ity. It has also been using subtle diplomacy 
by reaching out to those that matter on 
the Nigerian side, to forestall the situation 
degenerating into an internecine conflict.

Meanwhile, Cameroon is currently en-
meshed in deep political crisis, with the 
entire English-speaking southern regions 
of South West and North West asking for 
a separate state. They are citing years of 
profound marginalisation by the Biya-led 
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French-speaking majority West Cameroon. 
Since October 2016, teachers and lawyers 
in the two English-speaking regions have 
been on sit-at-home industrial action, with 
activities in schools and other public institu-
tions paralysed. 

Possibility of a Bakassi Republic?
It is said that tangible tension had been 

at Dayspring I & II in Bakassi, as militants 
under the aegis of Bakassi Freedom Fighters 
(BFF) have hoisted their flag at Abana, head-
quarters of old Bakassi LGA. The group had 
ordered its people still living in the ceded 
territory to vacate or be crushed. 

Last Thursday, the Paramount ruler Okon 
Edet warned that the people of Bakassi 
have exhausted all options in their quest to 
reclaim the oil-rich peninsula; and would 
now choose the path of war if the Nigerian 
Federal Government fails to act fast by way 
of properly resettling the displaced people. 
The Bakassi monarch was speaking at the 
Traditional

Rulers Council  chamb ers in C alabar, 
when he received members of the House 
of Representatives Committee on Treaties 
and Agreements. He said the country may 
soon witness another bout of violence and 
bombings. “This time around, not by Boko 
Haram, but by the Bakassi people, who 
have been unjustly treated by the Nigerian 
nation.” Edet, who is also the chairman of 
the traditional rulers in the state said: “We 
have not been fairly treated by this nation, 
and what we are looking for now, is to go 
back to our area by any means possible. We 
will fight with the last drop of our blood to 
reclaim our ancestral land.

Bakassi indigenes

Bakassi indigenes protest, led by Florence Ita-Giwa (3rd right)

Bakassi paramount ruler’s residence

Poverty, neglect claw deeper on Bakassi ...



2019: Fate of 27 RECs uncertain, 
as Senate resumes Tuesday

A
s the National As-
s embly resumes 
from Easter break 
on Tuesday April 
25, one of the is-

sues that will confront the 
Senate is the fate of 27 indi-
viduals nominated as Resi-
dent Electoral Commissioners 
(RECs)  of  the Indep endent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC).

In line with Section 14 (3) (a) 
of the Third Schedule to the 
1999 Constitution (as amend-
e d) ,  then Acting President 
Yemi Osinbajo, had sought 
legislative approval for the 
nomination of 27 Nigerians 
as Resident Electoral Commis-
sioners of the electoral body. 
The letter was dated February 
27, 2017.

The nominees include God-
swill Obioma (Abia), Ibrahim 
Abdullahi (Adamawa), James 
Apam (Benue), Nwachukwu 
Orji (Ebonyi), Iloh Valentine 
(Enugu), Asmau Maikudi (Kat-
sina), Mahmuda Isa (Kebbi), 
Samuel Egwu (Kogi), Musta-
pha Zubairu (Niger), Agboke 
Mutiu (Ogun), Abdul-Ganiyu 
Olayinka (Oyo) and Riskuwa 
Shehu (Sokoto).

Others are Ahmad Mahmud 
(Zamfara), Nentewa Yilwatda 
(Plateau), Umar Ibrahim (Tara-
ba), Emeka Ononamadu (Imo), 
Ob o Effanga (Cross River) , 
Francis Ezeonu (Anambra) and 
Briyia Frankland (Bayelsa).

They also include Ahmad 
Makama (Bauchi), Mike Igini 
(D elta) ,  Hussaini Pai (FCT), 
Sadiq Musa (Kaduna), Jibrin 
Zarewa (Kano), Rufus Akeju 
(Lagos), Sam Olumekun (Ondo) 
and Kasim Geidam (Yobe).

But in defiance of Osinba-
jo’s calls for expeditious con-
sideration of the request, the 
upper legislative chamber had 
last month suspended the con-
firmation of the nominees for 
two weeks due to failure by 
the Presidency to remove the 
Acting Chairman of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), Ibrahim 
Magu, after his nomination 
was rejected by the Senate.

It then mandated Senate 
President Bukola Saraki to 
interface with the Presidency 
on the matter and report back 
in two weeks. However, at the 
expiration of the deadline on 
April 11, the upper legislative 
chamber proceeded on Easter 
break without a word on the 
matter.

With INEC’s announcement 
of February 16, 2019 as the date 
for the next general election, 
analysts say delay in confir-
mation of the nominees could 
spell doom for the nation.

Although Information Min-

sign and planning of electoral 
policies and programmes. As 
a nation, we are losing the 
opportunity to benefit from 
the intellect, skill and energy 
of  c omp etent and capable 
individuals who should be 
making positive contributions 
in the Commission.”

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, 
Clement Nwankwo, executive 
director, Policy and Legal Ad-
vocacy Centre (PLAC), called 
on the upper legislative cham-
ber to expedite action on the 
confirmation of the nominees. 
“The nomination of 27 RECs 
to Senate for approval by the 
President is very welc ome 
even if it was long overdue. I 
call on the Senate to expedi-
tiously consider the nomina-
tions,” he said.

Although the visit of the 
All  Progressives  Congress 
(APC) national leadership to 
the APC Senate Caucus to re-
solve the crisis is yet to yield 
fruit, the next few days will 
determine if the Senate will 
bow to pressure and rescind 
its decision or the Executive 
will shift ground.

As noted by political com-
mentators, with each passing 
day without their confirma-
tion,  the  nation los es  the 
opportunity to benefit from 
th e  e x p e r t i s e ,  a d roi t n e s s , 
aptness, finesse, ingenuity, 
craftsmanship, and dexterity 
of competent individuals who 
should b e making p ositive 
contributions in INEC.
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ister, Lai Mohammed had an-
nounced that President Mu-
hammadu Buhari had set up 
a committee chaired by Vice 
President, Yemi Osinbajo to 
resolve the Senate-Executive 
face-off, senators have denied 
any meeting with the panel, 
thre e we eks after  the an-
nouncement.

Further findings revealed 
that there was no reconcili-
ation committee in the first 
instance and that the Infor-
mation Minister only made 
the pronouncement as a face-
saving measure.

A top Presidential aide who 
graced the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) meeting where 
the issue was discussed, told 
BDSUNDAY that  although 
Labour Minister, Chris Ngige, 
brought up the matter, it was 
inconclusive.

Other political observers 
have also doubted the pre-
paredness of the Buhari ad-
ministration for the next gen-
eral election. This is because 
unlike the 2011 and 2015 elec-
tions where the Commission 
had the full complement of its 
leadership, the 2019 election 
planning process is without 
89percent of RECs across the 
country.

T h e y  h i n g e  t h e i r  a r g u -
ment on the fact that there 
are currently 33 states of the 
federation without RECs and 
wondered why the President 
would submit 27 out of 33 va-
cant seats even when some of 

the positions had been vacant 
for the past one year.

At the moment, only four 
states: Taraba, Delta, Rivers 
and Kaduna have substan-
tive RECs with three of them 
expected to bow out of service 
by July 2017, leaving only 
Kaduna State with a substan-
tive REC.

The RECs not only head the 
Commission at the state level 
but also provide oversight on 
the implementation of the pol-
icies and programmes of the 
Commission. Their absence 
in 33 states implies that the 
states are currently headed 
by administrative secretaries 
- the most senior official of 
the Commission at the state 
level - as ‘Acting RECs’. It was 
further gathered that most 
of the current administrative 
secretaries in the 33 states will 
be due for retirement before 
the 2019 general elections. 

Already, the Commission 
has presented the 2017-2021 
Strategic Plan without input 
from 33 RECs, implying that 
when eventually confirmed 
by the Senate, they will only 
implement a strategic plan 
and an election plan that they 
weren’t part of its design pro-
cess. The Commission which is 
also working out the financial 
implications of the 2019 elec-
tions is expected to submit the 
2017 supplementary budget to 
the National Assembly any-
time from now.

Commenting on the de-

ve l o p m e n t ,  t h e  E xe c ut i ve 
Director, Youth Initiative for 
Advocacy, Growth and Ad-
vancement (YIAGA), Samson 
Itodo, submitted that delay 
in the appointment of RECs 
would weaken the electoral 
body’s effectiveness at the 
state levels.

He expressed concern that 
the Commission’s five-year 
Strategic Plan did not receive 
the input of 89percent of RECs 
across the c ountry,  saying 
they would be unable to key 
into a plan they were never 
part of.

Explaining their  imp or-
tance, he said: “The RECs are 
too critical for the success of 
any election. The functions 
of the RECs at the state level 
are too significant that any 
delay in their appointment 
weakens the commission and 
diminishes its effectiveness at 
the state level.

“Once a REC is appointed, 
he/she must understand the 
state of assignment. This in-
volves a deeper understand-
ing of the electoral geography 
of each local government in 
the state;  demography and 
building relationship with the 
staff of the Commission. These 
tasks take time and effort.

“Experience shows that the 
Commission hosts p erio dic 
meetings to plan, design and 
implement policies and pro-
grammes. The RECs are an 
integral part of such meetings 
as they contribute to the de-

Bukola Saraki Mahmood Yakubu



Buhari’s health, internal squabbles put 
question mark on APC hope in 2019
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President Buhari

T
he health challeng-
es of President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, 
in the main, and 
internal wrangling 

in the ruling party, observ-
ers say, may affect, not just 
Buhari’s return to power in 
2019, but the chances of the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

Analysts explained that 
with the party’s integrity 
tested, weighed and almost 
fo u n d  w a n t i n g ,  a n d  t h e 
crashing level of confidence 
reposed in President Buhari 
as a person, it may be dif-
ficult for the broom party to 
smoothly make it back to the 
seat of power in a credible 
election.

Buhari, who rode to power 
on the basis of the high es-
teem to which most elector-
ate held him, has in the last 
two years squandered the 
good will on account of er-
rors of commission or omis-
sion. His party also swept 
the presidential votes on the 
crest of its promised Change, 
which critics say is still being 
awaited close to two years 
after taking over power.

Recall that age and failing 
health of Buhari were issues 
during the 2015 presidential 
election. At that time, oppo-
nents of the party insisted 
that the former military 
head of state may not be in 
his best elements to shoulder 
the challenges of leading a 
complex nation as Nigeria.

Since assumption of of-
fice, the president has made 
a number of journeys abroad 
that had to do with seeking 
medical attention. On Janu-
ary 19, 2017, he jetted out 
to the United Kingdom on 
what was earlier branded 
as a “short leave”. His return 
was, however, postponed on 
two occasions on the advice 
of his physicians. The Presi-
dent returned to the country 
on March 10, after 49 days 
sojourn in Britain, and is ex-
pected to fly back to London 
for further Medicare, accord-
ing to his spokesman. The 
date for his departure has not 
been made public.

Sinc e he returne d,  the 
President has not been per-
forming the duties of of-
fice expeditiously. In fact, 
BDSUNDAY gathered that 
the president has been per-
forming the functions of his 
office mostly from his official 
residence located within the 
precinct of the Presidential 
Villa, Abuja, rarely spending 
dutiful hours in the office. 

votes cast, after a campaign 
season characterised by hate 
speeches on both sides. 

I n s i d e r  s o u r c e s  t o l d 
BDSUNDAY that senior par-
ty memb ers,  particularly 
from the northern bloc, are 
puzzled about the party’s 
chances ahead 2019 presi-
dential election following 
President Buhari’s absence 
from duty, due to his failing 
health.

“ T h e  re c u r r i n g  h e a l t h 
challenge of the President 
is giving northern leaders 
of the party sleepless nights 
b e c a u s e  at  t h e  m o m e n t , 
there is no popular leader of 
the party within the zone 
whose influence cut across 
Nigeria  that  can s el l  the 
party in 2019. Doubts are 
already being raised over 
the possibility of the Presi-
dent to stand the rigours of 
campaign in 2019.

Chris Nwokobia, a former 
presidential aspirant under 
the Liberal Democratic Party 
of Nigeria (LDPN) in the 2011 
election, advised that Nige-
rians should begin to think 
ab out new generation of 
leaders, saying that whether 
government officials are ly-
ing about the true state of 
President Buhari’s health, 
Nigerians should realise that 
the President is human who 
can fall sick.

“In 2019, Atiku Abubarkar 
will be 74; in 2019, most of 
our political players will be 
in their 70s- early 70, and 
mid-70; and unfortunately, 
my generation is thinking 

At best, it could be said that 
the President has been in 
perpetual resting mode and 
busy tending to his health.

Obs ervers say that the 
precarious health of the Pres-
ident may have proven a 
huge liability on the country 
in terms of medical bills as 
well as his inability to attend 
to official matters that need 
urgent attention.

It would be recalled that 
many Nigerians have ex-
pressed fears with the likeli-
hood of the President pulling 
Nigeria out of its myriads of 
socio-political and economic 
woes given his failing health. 
It  was on ac c ount of this 
that the suspended House 
of Representatives member, 
Ab dulmumini Jibril ,  who 
represents Kiru/Bebeji fed-
eral constituency of Kano 
State, called on the President 
to throw in the towel.

Last week, Governor Nasir 
El-Rufai of Kaduna State, said 
in an interview with Bloom-
berg that many politicians 
were already eyeing 2019 if 
Buhari doesn’t run.

“Be caus e of the fe eling 
that the President may not 
run for a second term, people 
are already gearing up. All 
of us are getting distracted 
by the coterie of ambitious 
presidential aspirants that 
are trying to kick-start the 
political process ahead of the 
normal timeline,” El-Rufai 
said.

Earlier, Buba Galadima, 
one of the close allies of the 
President, who worked with 
him in the 2003, 2007, 2011 
and 2015 general elections, 
expressed pessimism over 
the APC chances at the Presi-
dency in 2019.

Galadima accused Buhari 
of destroying the APC be-
cause of his alleged lack of 
interest in party politics.

“The APC has been raped 
aground, and it is only claim-
ing to  b e in government 
b e caus e it  is  the Pe ople’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) that 
is actually controlling pow-
er,” Galadima told a national 
newspaper recently, adding 
that by his utterances, Buhari 
was not interested in party 
politics; hence the rancour 
within the APC.

“Definitely, I know that 
General Muhammadu Bu-
hari will not want to run on 
the platform of any party 
because he has already cast 
aspersion on party politics 
and politicians. So we would 
try to find out on what plat-
form he would contest if he 
wants to be president in 2019. 
On what vehicle he would 

ride, but definitely not on a 
political party,” he said.

G a l a d i m a  s a i d  c e r t a i n 
people were undermining 
the party; hence the difficul-
ties in having a solid house, 
p ointing out that s everal 
meetings of the party were 
aborted.

“The party had share d 
invitation letters for Board 
of Trustees (BoT) meetings 
and it was aborted. You now 
have to find out who aborted 
those meetings. We only met 
once as the national caucus of 
the party. Let’s assume that 
the president doesn’t like the 
party executive, he’s now 
the president, he can find a 
way of easing them out,” he 
further said.

The APC,  a  pro duct  of 
alliance of three major po-
litical parties namely: Action 
Congress of Nigeria (ACN), 
led by Bola Tinubu, a for-
mer Lagos State Governor; 
All Nigeria People’s Party 
(ANPP), led by Ogbunnaya 
Onu, a former governor of 
Abia State; Buhari’s Congress 
for Progressive Change (CPC); 
and a breakaway faction of 
All Progressives Grand Alli-
ance (APGA), led by Rochas 
Okoro cha, Imo State gov-
ernor, ended the 16 years’ 
rule of the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in the 2015 
general election. President 
Buhari, who was 72 years 
when the APC fielded him as 
the party’s standard bearer, 
uns eate d Go o dluck Jona-
than, by wining 54percent 
p erc ent of the 29 million 

ab out alternative among 
men who should be retired 
to their villages. That is a 
tragedy of thought. The time 
has come for Nigerians to 
begin to think about the new 
generation. Some of us can 
govern and rule this country 
effectively. I still believe a lot 
of young men and women 
across this country can de-
liver the goods,” Nwokobia 
said.

According to him,  “The 
Nigerian people must rise 
up to the challenge of the 
urgency of now. We need to 
ask questions because for me, 
and I say this without fear of 
public critics; the difference 
between APC and the PDP 
is the difference between 
twelve and half a dozen. If 
care is not taken the same 
contradiction that messed 
up the PDP will mess up the 
APC.

“Thank God that as you 
and I speak, there is a pro-
posal before the National 
Assembly for amendment of 
the Electoral Act to allow for 
independent candidacy and 
diaspora voting. The proposal 
has been acknowledged by 
the NASS, and we hope that 
they will look in that direc-
tion because whether we like 
it or not, the Nigerian people 
must have the right to deter-
mine how they will change 
our political equation; how 
we change the debate from 
who is the better or a lesser 
thief, or who is a patriot and 
statesman who truly cares 
about Nigeria,” he said.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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InsIde Aso Rock
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Politics

sack and prosecution.
lawal denied the allega-

tions and accused the law-
makers of attempting “to 
bring him down at all cost”.  
the President had set up an 
independent enquiry and 
had latter written to the na-
tional assembly in response 
to their indictment of lawal, 
and the call for his removal 
and prosecution over alleged 
breach of nigerian laws in 
handling contracts awarded 
by the Presidential initiative 
for the north East (PinE). his 
letter was perceived to have 
cleared the SgF of wrongdo-
ing stating that the senate did 
not give him the opportunity 
to explain himself. i can re-
member that the letter also 
said something like they had 
not given him enough reason 
to sack the SgF.

the President’s letter elic-
ited an interesting response 
from Shehu Sani, the law-
maker who headed the adhoc 
committee. “corruption in 
the Judiciary and others is 
treated with insecticide while 
corruption in the government 
is treated with deodorant,” 
Sani said on the floor of the 
Senate when the President’s 
letter was read.

as if this was not bad 
enough, bD who somehow 
believed he was on a differ-
ent pedestal from the others 
called the bluff of the Senate 
whenever he was invited. he 
was a member of the Pres-
ident’s kitchen cabinet, a 

because the council’s secre-
tariat had not resumed from 
the holiday. after sending 
out the story we got down to 
deliberating how this may ac-
tually not be a good sign since 
the President was absent at 
the last week’s FEc meeting.

then a press statement 
announcing the suspension of 
the ayo oke, director general 
of the national intelligence 
agency, and babachir la-
wal, the Secretary general 
of the Federation, dropped. 
this totally took away the 
focus from the FEc meeting 
and from the fact that the 
President was not even in 
the office. let us take a short 
walk back to see why this 
happened.

For the SgF alias bD, i 
think he had it coming a long-
time. remember the interim 
report by an ad-hoc Senate 
committee headed by Shehu 
Sani last year indicted the 
SgF for receiving a contract 
worth over n200 million to 
clear “invasive plant species” 
, simply put to clear weeds or 
cut grasses in internally dis-
placed persons camps in Yobe 
State. the job was reportedly 
done through a company, 
rholavision

nigeria limited, a compa-
ny he was affiliated with and 
listed as a director, thereby 
breaching the country’s code 
of conduct for public officials 
as enshrined in the 1999 con-
stitution. they had immedi-
ately recommended for his 

l
ast week things in 
aso rock and the 
entire country took 
a very interesting 
turn. the President 

broke his silence on the re-
covered loot and he came 
down heavily on one of his 
key aides, a kitchen cabinet 
member.

First, the week started out 
dull and uneventful because 
of the spillover from the Eas-
ter holidays and like that 
saying goes, “you never know 
what the evening holds,” the 
week turned out fully packed 
with all forms of action dra-
mas that could keep you glued 
to your seat for long.

tuesday after the Easter 
holiday, like most part of 
abuja, the aso rock was still 
deserted showing that a lot 
of people had not resumed 
work. as has been the case 
for a while now, only one 
appointment was scheduled 
for the President for the day. 
this time, it was the turn of 
the head of Service of the 
Federation to come brief the 
President.

on Wednesday, in com-
pany of a couple other jour-
nalists, who cover the State 
house, i arrived ahead of the 
stipulated time for the Federal 
Executive council meeting 
and noticed there was no sign 
of anything. We waited to see 
if the time for the meeting 
had been moved only to be 
told by a presidential media 
aide that it was not holding 

???

Babachir Lawal, sGF 

That long overdue move 
by President Buhari

friend to the President and 
never hid that fact.

You see, bD was the lord 
and senior prefect of the 
Federal Executive council, 
put together. he referred 
to it mostly as my cham-
bers or my FEc, most times 
we watched and laughed as 
he bullied ministers, calling 
them out in ways that made 
them look like secondary 
school students. i remem-
ber him saying he will bar 
journalists from his council 
chambers, when we wrote a 
particular story and he actu-
ally carried out his threat al-
beit for only one Wednesday 
because we wrote again that 
journalists were barred.

So,  fast forwarde d to 
Wednesday when the press 
statement announcing his 
suspension was released. bD 
was in a meeting with Vice 
President

Yemi osinbajo and had 
not seen it coming. i figured 
he may have gone into that 
meeting to actually discuss 
this matter but had no idea 
that the Presidency would 
actually make it public just 
like that.

Who is the Presidency? 
Was the question he asked 
reporters who accosted him 
to get reactions on his “sus-
pension” which i believe is 
a nice word for goodbye or 
please just step aside you are 
causing too much confusion. 
the Presidency which he 
was loyal to with airs of the 

untouchable had turned him 
out in the cold. i can imagine 
that one of the most pain-
ful moments of the day for 
him had been to come out 
and find that you had not 
been suspended and then 
be hounded by journalists 
armed with cameras to get 
your tiniest move or emo-
tions. i need to state here that 
bD shed no tear contrary to 
reports that said he did. give 
it to him, even at his worst 
bD knows how to make light 
of a bad situation. he was the 
Presidency, a part of it and a 
friend of it.

Meanwhile, i gathered 
that bD’s suspension may also 
be connected to his handling 
of the reconstitution of board 
appointments, a committee 
he was appointed by the 
President to chair.

aso rock sources dis-
closed that the President had 
discovered that the process 
of compiling the list had been 
compromised. this confirmed 
reports that people were 
asked to pay to get listed or to 
get posted to juicy parastatals. 
the President later asked the 
Vice President to chair that 
committee and go over the 
list. Finally, the appointments 
are coming through.

in my opinion, bD’s matter 
was an integrity test for the 
President especially with all 
the talks of his perceived se-
lective execution of his anti-
corruption war. he should 
have done this a long time 
ago.

remember the orphaned 
$43million? the President 
also suspended the Dg of 
nia and ordered a full scale 
investigation into the discov-
ery of large amounts of for-
eign and local currencies by 
the Economic and Financial 
crimes commission (EFcc) 
in a residential apartment at 
osborne towers, ikoyi, lagos, 
over which the national in-
telligence agency (nia) has 
made a claim.

the investigation is also to 
enquire into the circumstanc-
es in which the nia came 
into possession of the funds, 
how and by whose or which 
authority the funds were 
made available to the nia, 
and to establish whether or 
not there has been a breach of 
the law or security procedure 
in obtaining custody and use 
of the funds. the committee 
chaired by the Vice President 
with the attorney general 
of the Federation and the 
national Security adviser to 
the President as members are 

already meeting. i can imag-
ine that they too are eager 
to find closure as to original 
parents of the money.

i am trying very hard not 
to talk so much about the 
money, but it is grossly wor-
risome and possibly treason-
able that nigeria’s foreign 
security service will keep that 
kind of money, in a system 
where the

treasury Single account 
is in full force. according 
to Presidential Spokesman 
Femi adesina who spoke on 
a live tV show, that kind of 
money has never been seen 
in one swoop. i am hoping 
that the pertinent questions 
surrounding the matter will 
be answered soon.

on that same Wednesday 
shortly after the drama with 
the SgF, the nia Dg shows up 
and freaked out. he couldn’t 
withstand clicks of the cam-
eras and the confrontation 
with journalists. that was the 
beginning of the drama. You 
see why bD is the way he is? 
not ashamed of anything! 
Well, just to add that the Dg 
shed no tear, too.

never run from the press. 
the best way is to face them 
and answer their questions 
or simply say no comments. 
So the Dg’s convoy drove 
off the glass house while we 
watched if he would be al-
lowed to go in through that 
way. Meanwhile, the cameras 
continued to click away until 
his convoy drove off again 
signaling he was refused en-
trance. Well, the media office 
later told journalists that he 
only drove that way to make a 
call. the call worked because 
the Presidential Spokesman 
actually came to ask journal-
ists to leave the entrance of 
the villa. 

We did and the Dg re-
turned to meet with the Vice 
President. that was just too 
much drama to avoid the 
cameras, right?

on the other side of things, 
i think the event of Wednes-
day spiced things up a bit as 
for the first time in a couple 
of weeks the President on 
thursday received more than 
one guest in a day. three min-
isters who separately came to 
brief him. better signals right?

Ayodele Oke, nIA dG
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L
egislative activities 
w i l l  c o m m e n c e  i n 
earnest by Tuesday, 
25th April ,  2017 in 

the House of Representatives 
as members are expected to 
return from the Easter re-
cess. The topmost agenda on 
the minds of all the leader-
ship of the House and other 
lawmakers is the passage of 
the 2017 Appropriation bill. 
Aside this, some critical legis-
lative framework expected to 
be considered include: long-
awaited Petroleum Industry 
Governance bill and A bill 
for an Act to alter the Second 
Schedule of the 1999 Constitu-
tion (as amended) which seeks 
to take away labour (item 34) 
from the Exclusive Legislative 
List to the Concurrent Legis-
lative List to enable States of 
the Federation negotiate and 
fix their minimum wage and 
for related matters as spon-
sored by Ayeola Abayomi 
Abdulkadir. For me, the latter 
bill poses to be contentious 
and may stir undue pressure 
within the polity. Without 
mincing words, the three la-
bour centres: Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC); Trade Union 
Congress (TUC) and United 
Labour Congress  (ULC) will 

do all within their reach to 
resist such move. I am sure the 
leadership of both chambers 
will be guided to either turn 
down negative bills or advise 
the sponsor to make wide 
consultation before it could 
be considered eventually.

Meanwhile, I strongly con-
sider as urgent national im-
portance and economic value 
some ongoing investigative 
public hearings on the alleged 
$17 billion undeclared crude 
oil and liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) handled by the Adhoc 
Committee chaired by Abdul-
razak Namdas (APC-Adama-
wa) and Adhoc Committee 
investigating the review of 
Price of Premium Motor Spirit 
(PMS) chaired by Nnnana 
Igbokwe (PDP-Imo) as well 
as the Adhoc Committee in-
augurated to investigate the 
economic recession chaired 
by Bode Ayorinde. 

These are critical inves-
tigations that could help in 
restoring confidence in the 
management of public funds 
and natural resources. Some 
of the government agencies 
being spotted at all these 
engagements are Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC) and its subsidiar-

ies including Department of 
Petroleum Resources (DPR); 
Petroleum Pricing marketing 
Company (PPMC); Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN); as well 
as International Oil Compa-
nies (OICs) who are directly 
involved in importation of 
petroleum products and allo-
cation of special intervention 
foreign exchange. The facts 
before the Adhoc Committees 
are highly convincing that 
there were infractions by of-
ficials of these super-agencies 
who work with high level of 
impunity which remained 
unchecked over the years. 
Writing from an indepen-
dent observer’s perspective, 
I perceive there are pressures 
being mounted on the Adhoc 
Committee investigating the 
review of the PMS price. 

From my objective analy-
sis, the scheduled hearing 
slated for penultimate week 
before the House embarked 
on the Easter recess, was can-
celled somehow with nothing 
being heard till date. I’ve for 
once imagined how such sen-
sitive issues will go through 
without issues! 

Notwithstanding, we need 
to give the Adhoc Committee 
benefit of the doubt that noth-

ing will truncate the exercise 
and that the faith of average 
Nigerians will not be dashed 
this time. I’m still at loss over 
the rationale behind ‘Agents’ 
employed by an international 
oil company accessed multi-
million dollars without being 
discovered by those officials 
of the oil sector regulatory 
agencies  who compiled the 
lists of supposed beneficiaries 
of the special intervention 
forex? The bankers also were 
at lost when the Adhoc Com-
mittee confronted them with 
these posers! Of course, all 
of these tantamount to eco-
nomic sabotage and should 
be checked and punished 
without fear or favour. 

So I beckon on those sad-
dled with the constitutional 
responsibility of exposing 
such acts to do justice and 
ensure it is seen to be done 
without compromise. To be 
expected during the remain-
ing legislative days are the 
consideration of the follow-
ing bills: A bill for an act to 
amend the National Planning 
Commission Act Cap. N66 
LFN, 2004 to provide for the 
office of a Registrar of Non-
Governmental Organisations, 
equivalent of a Director who 

shall be saddled with the 
mandate of coordinating the 
activities of these institutions 
in line with national planning 
and development and for 
related matters; A bill for an 
Act to amend the Companies 
and Allied Matters Act Cap. 
C20 Laws of the Federation 
of Nigeria 2004, to provide 
for the payment of all monies 
received by the Commission 
into the Federation Account 
in accordance with Section 
162 of the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
1999; A bill for an Act to es-
tablish the Maritime Security 
Agency to promote maritime 
security and for other related 
purposes, among others be-
fore the House finally wind 
down the second legislative 
year in the Eighth Assembly.

As legislators return to work Tuesday
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Presidency to investigate 
i s s u e s  s u r ro u n d i n g  t h e 
suspension of the Secre-
tary to the Federal Gov-
ernment, David Babachir 
Lawal overrule the report 
of the Attorney-General 
of the Federation, which 
had earlier cleared him of 
corruption?

This is the million dol-
lar  question on the l ips 
o f  p o l i t i c a l  p u n d i t s  a s 
t h e  e mb at t l e d  S G F  w i l l 
know his fate in less than 
t w o  w e e k s  f r o m  n o w . 
The c ommitte e ,  heade d 

by Vic e President Yemi 
Osinbajo,  is  probing the 
susp ende d Se cretary to 
t h e  G o ve r n m e n t  o f  t h e 
Fe d e rat i o n  ( S G F )  D av i d 
Babachir Lawal and Na-
tional Intelligence Agency 
( N I A )  D i re c t o r - G e n e ra l 
Ayo Oke.

W h i l e  L a w a l  w a s  a l -
leged to have awarded a 
N200million contract to a 
company linked to him by 
the Presidential Initiative 
for the North East (PINE) 
for the clearing of ‘inva-
sive plant species’ in Yobe 
State, Oke is being inves-
tigated over the $43.4mil-
l i o n  ‘c o ve r t  o p e rat i o n s ’ 
cash, which the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) found in 
an apartment in Osborne 
Towers, Ikoyi, Lagos.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  S e n at e 
A d - h o c  C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Mounting Humanitarian 
Crisis  in the North East 
had in its interim report 
in December 2016, called 
for Lawal’s removal and 
pros e cution over his in-
vo l ve m e n t  i n  t h e  g ra s s 

cutting scandal, President 
Buhari had in a letter to 
the Senate President  in 
January this year, cleared 
the SGF, saying he was not 
given fair hearing before 
the indictment.

Buhari cited the report 
of the committee chaired 
by the Attorney General 
of the Federation, Abuba-
kar Malami, which exon-
erated the embattled SGF 
as reason for his action.

Last month, the Shehu 
Sani-led Ad-hoc Commit-
tee again invited the SGF 
but he failed to honour the 
invitation, citing official 
engagement.

I  a g re e  w i t h  s ub m i s -
sions that the Attorney 
General of the Federation 
should not have b e en a 
member of the new panel, 
since he gave Babachir a 
clean bill of health previ-
ously.

B e s i d e s ,  w h a t  h a s 
changed between January 
when the President exon-
erated the SGF and now, 
knowing full well that the 
ad-hoc committee is yet to 

submit its final report?
A p a r t  f r o m  M a l a m i , 

q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n 
raised over the inclusion 
o f  t h e  N at i o n a l  S e c u r i -
t y  A dv i s e r  M u h a m m e d 
Babagana Monguno as a 
memb er of  the c ommit-
te e c onsidering the fact 
that the susp ende d NIA 
DG, Oke, was reported to 
have briefe d him of the 
huge cash in the agency’s 
possession.

As it stands, both presi-
dential  aides are judges 
in their own case. At best 
M a l a m i  a n d  M o n g u n o 
should have been invited 
to testify before the com-
mittee.

As the Senate resumes 
on Tues day from Easter 
break, it assured last week 
that the issue would not 
be swept under the carpet.

Chairman of the ad-hoc 
c o m m i t t e e ,  S h e h u  S a n i 
revealed that Lawal’s sus-
pension would not stop its 
ongoing investigation of 
the Presidential Initiative 
on the North East.

Sani also said that while 

the Senate would continue 
its investigation separately 
a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r m 
of government, it would 
consider requests by the 
Presidency’s investigative 
committee led by Osinbajo.

The lawmaker, who rep-
res ents  Kaduna Central 
Senatorial District in the 
Senate,  had ac cus e d the 
President of ignoring al-
l e g at i o n s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n 
against  memb ers  of  his 
cabinet.

In what is a clear renew-
al of hostilities between 
the Executive and the Sen-
ate, the lawmaker called 
on President Buhari to dis-
solve the Presidential Ad-
visory Committee Against 
Corruption (PACAC) due to 
incompetence.

He said the suspension 
of Lawal implies that the 
c ommitte e ,  which onc e 
defende d the embattle d 
SGF, is not reliable.

With resumption billed 
for  Tues day,  passage  of 
the 2017 budget  and 11 
economic reform bills will 
top agenda.

SGF: Is Osinbajo’s panel dead on arrival? 
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Visionary Vioces! 
Can we feed the world?

In the 1960’s, the Green Revolution 
– which included the development 
of high-yielding crop varieties, 

t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  i r r i g a t i o n 
infrastructure, and the distribution 
of modern fertilizers and pesticides 
to developing-country farmers – 
bolstered agricultural production 
worldwide. But chronic hunger 
remains pervasive, particularly in 
developing countries, which are 
affected most by crop shortages and 
food-price volatility.

By 2050, the global human 
population is expected to exceed 
nine billion. Achieving food security 
means ensuring that all people have 
consistent, affordable access to the 
right nutrients, despite land and 
water limitations, climate change, 
and the growing prevalence of 
resource-intensive Western-style 
diets that accompany rising incomes.

Surmounting these challenges 
will not be easy. But, by taking 
concerted action to encourage 
innovation, strengthen market 
linkages, and support smallholder 
farmers and women, developing 

BusinessDay avidly thrives on the mainstay of our core values of being The Fourth Estate, Credible, Independent, 
Entrepreneurial and Purpose-Driven.
•  The Fourth Estate: We take pride in being guarantors of liberal economic thought 
•  Credible: We believe in the principle of being objective, fair and fact-based 
•  Independent: Our quest for liberal economic thought means that we are independent of private and public interests.
•  Entrepreneurial: We constantly search for new opportunities, maintaining the highest ethical standards in all  we do
•  Purpose-Driven: We are committed to assembling a team of highly talented and motivated people that share 
    our vision, while treating them with respect and fairness.

To be a diversified 
provider of superior 
business, financial and 
management intelligence 
across platforms acces-
sible to our customers 
anywhere in the world.

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

OUR CORE VALUES 

www.businessdayonline.com

      

Dick Kramer - Chairman
Imo Itsueli

Mohammed Hayatudeen
Albert Alos

Funke Osibodu
Afolabi Oladele

Dayo Lawuyi
Vincent Maduka
Wole Obayomi
Maneesh Garg
Keith Richards

Opeyemi Agbaje
Amina Oyagbola

Bolanle Onagoruwa
Fola Laoye

Chuka Mordi
Sim Shagaya

Mezuo Nwuneli
Emeka Emuwa
Charles Anudu

Tunji Adegbesan
Eyo Ekpo

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

PUBLISHER/CEO
Frank Aigbogun

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Onwuchekwa Jemie

EDITOR
Zebulon Agomuo
 
DEPUTY EDITORS
John Omachonu
John Osadolor, Abuja

ASSISTANT  EDITOR
Chuks Oluigbo

NEWS EDITOR
Bill Okonedo 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
SALES AND MARKETING 
Kola Garuba

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS 
Fabian Akagha

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DIGITAL SERVICES 
Oghenevwoke Ighure

CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER
Folashade Odusanya

MANAGER, SYSTEMS & CONTROL
Emeka Ifeanyi

HEAD OF SALES, CONFERENCES
Rerhe Idonije

SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER 
Patrick Ijegbai

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
John Okpaire

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (North)
Bashir Ibrahim Hassan

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (South)
Ignatius Chukwu

}Lagos

NEWS ROOM
08022238495
08034009034
08033160837   Abuja

ADVERTISING 
01-2799110
08116759801
08082496194

SUBSCRIPTIONS
01-2799101
07032496069
07054563299

www.businessdayonline.com
The Brook, 
6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, 
Lagos, Nigeria.
01-2799100

LEGAL ADVISERS
The Law Union

ENQUIRIES 

countries can build productive, stable, 
resilient, and equitable agricultural 
sectors, achieve sustainable economic 
growth, and guarantee food security 
for all.

First, the public and private 
sectors must ramp up investment in 
research and development, as well 
as in the extension and adoption of 
effective, accessible, and affordable 
technologies – whether conventional, 
intermediate, or new platform – 
according to each countr y or 
region’s individual needs. Given 
that little suitable land remains 
unused, and that much of what 
is being farmed is increasingly 
degraded and eroded, investment in 
sustainable intensification (systems 
for increasing crop yields, while using 
fewer resources and minimizing 
environmental damage) is crucial.

For  example,  cons er vat ion 
agriculture, which aims to reduce or 
eliminate the need for damaging and 
labour-intensive interventions like 
mechanical soil tillage, can increase 
yields while protecting vulnerable 
areas from erosion and improving soil 
fertility. In Zambia, research conducted 
by local governments, in collaboration 
with the anti-poverty charity Concern 
Worldwide, found that new hybrid 
seeds produced roughly four to five 
tons of maize per hectare, compared to 
Africa’s average of one ton per hectare.

Moreover, smallholder farmers – 
who are essential to productive, stable, 

resilient, and equitable agricultural 
development – should be given the 
needed tools and support to capture 
more benefits from value chains, while 
minimizing risk. This requires building 
and maintaining fair and efficient 
input and output markets that connect 
them – as well as larger-scale farmers – 
physically and virtually to opportunities 
to increase their incomes.

The Alliance for a Green Revolution 
in Africa has worked with governments, 
international organizations, charitable 
foundations, private industry, and 
farmers’ groups to train and support 
more than 5,000 agrodealers in eastern 
and western Africa as they open stores 
to sell key inputs in small, affordable 
quantities. As a result, farmers can 
travel shorter distances to acquire 
needed supplies. In one area of Kenya, 
farmers who had to travel 17 kilometers to 
reach an agrodealer in 2004 had to travel 
only four kilometers three years later.

At the same time, smallholder 
farmers need easier access to markets 
to sell their crops for a fair price, rather 
than relying on expensive middlemen 
or inefficient government bodies. An 
alternative would be to establish some 
form of cooperative or contract-based 
farm association that can negotiate 
fair prices.

Governments must also develop 
and implement policies aimed at 
ensuring that those who are typically 
marginalized from the formal food 
industry – women, young people, ethnic 
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minorities, and non-landowners – have 
reliable access to adequate nutrition 
and opportunities to participate in 
agricultural production. As farmers, 
mothers, educators, and innovators, 
women provide a critical link between 
food production, consumption, and 
future progress on food security. 
Indeed, giving female farmers access 
to the same resources as their male 
counterparts could reduce the number 
of undernourished people worldwide 
by 100-150 million.

Finally, political leaders must 
consistently pursue this agenda at the 
international, regional, national, and 
local levels. To that end, they must 
honor their commitments – made 
through international institutions, such 
as the G-8, the G-20, and the African 
Union – to increasing investment 
in agricultural development and to 
combating global hunger. Likewise, 
they must offer sustained support 
to ongoing national initiatives, thus 
encouraging further investment and 
cooperation.

John Kufuor, Ghana’s president 
from 2001 to 2009, exemplified such 
leadership, boosting investment in 
agricultural research, farmer education, 
and infrastructure projects, such as 
roads, warehouses, and cold storage. As 
a result, the proportion of people living 
in poverty fell from 51% in 1991-92 to 
28.5% in 2005-06. Over the last 25 years, 
Ghana’s agricultural sector has grown at 
an average annual rate of 5%.

GORDON CONWAY
Conway, Professor of International De-

velopment at Imperial College, London, 
is the author of One Billion Hungry: 

Can We Feed the World?



S
idney Hook, an 
American philos-
opher of the Prag-
m at i s t  s c h o o l , 
once contended 

that “the teacher is the 
heart of the education-
al system”. If this is so, 
shouldn’t nations desirous 
of developing high-quality 
human resources strive 
to attract and retain the 
best brains in the teaching 
profession? The answer, in 
my opinion, is that they 
should. For, as Lee Iacocca, 
the American automobile 
executive who spearhead-
ed the development of 
Ford Mustang and Pinto 
cars while at the Ford 
Motor Company in the 
1960s, once quipped, “In a 
completely rational soci-
ety, the best of us would 
be teachers and the rest of 
us would have to settle for 
something less.”

Some countries of the 
world are already walk-
ing this path. In an article 
“Raising Teacher Qual-
ity around the World”, 
Vivien Stewart, senior 
adviser (education) and 

Where do Nigeria’s top graduates go?
former vic e president 
at Asia Society, reckons 
that “as countries face 
the challenges of a global 
knowledge economy that 
requires them to develop 
higher levels of knowl-
edge and new capacities 
in their students, they are 
focusing intently on ways 
to attract high-quality 
candidates into the teach-
ing profession”.

“ H i g h - p e r f o r m i n g 
countries build their hu-
man resource systems by 
putting the energy up-
front; they concentrate on 
attracting, preparing, and 
supporting good teachers 
and nurturing teacher 
leadership talent,” she 
writes.

Finland and Singapore 
are at the forefront of this 
drive. While in Finland 
teaching has become a 
highly sought-after ca-
reer – in fact, the number 
one choice of Finland’s 
best and brightest stu-
dents – Singapore selects 
prospective teachers from 
the top one-third of its 
secondary school class. 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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In these countries, “strong 
academics are essential, 
along with a commitment 
to the profession and to 
serving the nation’s di-
verse students”. In Finland 
(and Singapore and South 
Korea), 100 percent of 
teachers are from the “top 
third”. 

This can be replicated 
in Nigeria – across all lev-
els of education. Indeed, 
available evidence sug-
gests that this was once 
the practice in Nigerian 
universities, where top-
of-the-class graduates 
were offered automatic 
employment as graduate 
assistants, from where 
they proceeded to earn 
further degrees and grew 
through the ranks. But not 
anymore. 

Obadiah Mailafia, a 
former deputy governor 
of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria, in a recent ar-
ticle “What do the Nige-
rian people want?”, writes: 
“During our time it was 
the most brilliant minds 
who remained to teach 
in the universities. The 

average ones went into 
banking and the oil indus-
try. When the universities 
were brought to their 
knees by the semi-literate 
military junta, the best 
minds fled abroad while 
a good number went into 
banking and the oil and 
gas sector. Ominously, 
the plodders became the 
professors. It is a danger-
ous development. These 
were the kind of people 
who felt nothing about 
selling grades and hand-
outs and pestering young 
female students for sex 
in exchange of grades. 
Throughout my years 
as an undergraduate of 
Ahmadu Bello University, 
such a thing was never 
ever heard of. The sys-
tem collapsed after our 
time and the citadels of 
learning became, sadly, an 
open cesspool of cultism, 
whoredom and violence. 
Today, some of those who 
call themselves ‘graduates’ 
cannot pass the most basic 
of international literacy 
tests.”

But the rot goes even 
deeper. A pilot ICPC/NUC 
University System Study 
and Review (USSR) of cor-
ruption in the university 
system in 2012 identified 
a series of infractions in-
cluding admissions rack-
eteering, misapplication 
and emb ezzlement of 
funds, sale of examination 
questions, inducement to 
manipulate awards of de-
grees, direct cheating dur-
ing examinations, deliber-
ate delays in the release of 
results, victimisation of 
students by officials, lack 

of commitment to work 
by lecturers, and above 
all, sexual harassment and 
exploitation of students 
by lecturers.

However, the country 
may be on the path to 
getting it right if the re-
cently announced Nation-
al Youth Service Corps 
policy of deploying Nige-
rian graduates with First 
Class degrees to tertiary 
institutions as lecturers 
is properly implemented. 

At a two-day pre-mo-
bilisation workshop for 
the 2015 Batch ‘B’ NYSC 
programme in Kaduna 
recently, the NYSC di-
rector-general, Johnson 
Olawumi, announced that 
in order to properly mo-
bilise the right manpower 
to boost the education 
sector, “All corps members 
who graduated with First 
Class honours, Distinction 
degrees and Diplomas will 
be posted to tertiary insti-
tutions for effective utili-
sation of their manpower. 
The posting policy of the 
scheme is being vigor-
ously implemented for the 
achievement of the de-
sired impact. I, therefore, 
appeal to the authorities 
of all tertiary institutions 
of learning to reciprocate 
this gesture by accepting 
and offering them perma-
nent appointments after 
service.”

This policy will not 
clean up the whole mess 
in the tertiary education 
system, no doubt – partly 
because First Class gradu-
ates are not necessarily 
saints, and partly because 
the issues go beyond just 

Times are hard in Nige-
ria, no doubt, but that 
is not much the chal-

lenge of everybody in the 
country as it is the concern 
about what to do to bring 
about a turnaround. Of the 
multi-pronged approaches 
so far adopted to get the 
economy on its feet again, 
mortgage, unfortunately, is 
not in consideration.

 In advanced economies, 
the mortgage industry 
makes significant contri-
bution to economic devel-
opment. But here, it is not 
the case because mortgage 
finance as a percentage of 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), till date, is still as 
low as 0.5 percent which is 
several steps behind other 
economies including Mex-
ico, Malaysia and South 
Africa where mortgage 
contributions to GDP are 
as high as 10 percent, 25 
percent and 29 percent 
respectively.

With the hindsight of 
what Margaret Thatcher 
was able to do with mort-
gage in British economy,    
industry operators insist 
that mortgage has all the 
potential to stimulate the 

In this case, the country 
needs more PMBs estab-
lished. Meckson Innocent 
Okoro, an estate manager 
explains this is to discour-
age the concentration of 
these institutions only in 
urban centres. “When this 
is done, access to housing fi-
nance will be increased; the 
PMBs must be positioned 
to champion the whole is-
sue of affordable or social 
housing for the low income 
earners in the country. Any-
thing the country wants 
to do without a functional 
mortgage system that can 
guarantee homeownership 
for a good number of people 
will not succeed,” he posited.

 “We are talking about 
housing which is capital 
intensive and so must have 
capable institutions to fi-
nance it”, he added.

economy, but they point 
out that obstacles to the 
growth of the industry 
have to be tackled.

The relative ‘newness’ 
of the sector; lack of under-
standing of the dynamics 
and operational models of 
the sector by many Nigeri-
ans, and poor appreciation 
of the need and the ultimate 
benefit of keeping money in 
a mortgage bank are some of 
the militating factors.

In many ways, govern-
ment can benefit a lot from 
a flourishing mortgage 
banking sector as it will 
help in regulating the econ-
omy in the desired direc-
tion. Ayodele Olowookere, 
CEO, Omoluabi Mortgage 
Bank Plc, believes that a 
thriving mortgage sector 
stimulates activities in the 
housing sector.

P re s e n t l y,  t h e  Fe d -
eral Government is talk-
ing about diversification 
of the economy to stir it 
away from the current 
challenges, but attention 
doesn’t seem to be paid to 
the mortgage sector. Olo-
wookere believes too that if 
the sector receives the kind 
of attention that has been 

given to agriculture, textile, 
banking, etc by the federal 
government, the economy 
could be pulled out of its 
present sorry state.

If government really 
wants to stimulate the 
economy, it can reduce the 
interest rate and, all things 
being equal, more people 
will embrace mortgage for 
loan to buy houses, leading 
to increased activities in the 
construction sector.

 Because of the identified 
obstacles, many primary 
mortgage banks (PMBs) are 
going through very difficult 
times, such that some are 
still unable to meet up with 
the of capital requirements 
in the sector.

 “If government pays 
a closer attention to the 
PMBs by removing some 
of the obstacles that they 
have such as the draw-
backs of the Land Use Act 
of 1978 which vests land 
ownership in the hands 
of the state governors; the 
right to easily foreclose on 
delinquent borrowers, ease 
of creating a legal mortgage 
and perfecting titles and 
the ease of falling back on 
their collateral to recover 

bad loan etc, this sector will 
surely improve tremen-
dously,” says a mortgage 
operator.

Until all these issues 
are resolved in a way that 
encourages the provider 
of capital, in this case the 
mortgage bank, the sector 
will not grow as desired 
but when these obstacles 
are removed, the supplier 
of mortgage will allocate 
more funds towards the 
provision of home loans 
while home buyers will 
better appreciate the im-
plication of prompt interest 
and capital repayments as 
well as ensure discipline on 
the part of the people.

Okika Ekwem, a US-
based realtor, says  the poor 
capital base of the PMBs is 
inadequate, dismissing the 
idea of a fixed capital base 
for mortgage institutions. 
“Saying that a mortgage 
institution should have a 
fixed base of, say N10 bil-
lion, is wrong because that 
amount is too meager; even 
N100 billion is also meager 
given the kind of projects 
they are to finance. The 
federal government needs 
to come in, look at what is 

happening in other civilized 
world and copy. These days, 
copying is no longer an act of 
deception but actually some-
thing that is done even in the 
civilised world,” he said.

 In the civilised world, 
according to him, there 
is secondary market for 
real estate financing where 
commercial banks or in-
dividual brokerage banks 
lend money to people and 
thereafter sell the securi-
tised certificate to the sec-
ondary market and come 
back again to lend to indi-
viduals.

Mortgage sector growth 
is possible in Nigeria if the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria (FMBN) plays the 
role of a regulator while 
the federal government, 
through the CBN, should 
empower the PMBs more.

quality of teachers – it is 
nonetheless a first neces-
sary step in a journey of 
many thousand miles. 
Let’s first get the right 
quality of teachers. Our 
institutions of higher 
learning are today replete 
with accidental lecturers 
– some of whose only rec-
ommendation is that they 
knew someone who knew 
someone who knew some-
one – while some of our 
best brains on whom the 
responsibility of raising a 
sound generation should 
naturally fall are wasting 
their brains in sometimes 
unimaginable jobs and 
places. Same goes for other 
levels of education.

It needs to be stressed 
that building a high-quali-
ty teacher workforce does 
not happen by accident; 
it requires deliberate pol-
icy choices. Nigeria must 
therefore look to Finland, 
Singapore, and perhaps 
South Korea, for the best 
examples. No doubt, in a 
multi-sectoral economy 
where education has to 
compete with other sec-
tors for talent, attract-
ing the best brains to the 
teaching profession is not 
enough; efforts must be 
made to retain them. Of 
course, those efforts will 
come at extra cost. And 
why not? As Bob Talbert 
has let us know, “Good 
teachers are costly, but 
bad teachers cost more.”

PS: This article was first 
published in BusinessDay 
on Monday, Aug ust 3, 
2015. It is reprinted here 
without revision.

Mortgage sector in a struggling economy Talking Mortgage
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From AUN to Eastern Palm University, 
the story of a pioneer VC

L
inus Osuagwu, a profes-
sor and former dean of 
the School of Business & 
Entrepreneurship at the 
American University 

of Nigeria (AUN), has meritori-
ously been appointed pioneer 
Vice Chancellor of Eastern Palm 
University, Imo State of Nigeria, a 
statement from the office of com-
munications and public relations 
of AUN, has said.

Eastern Palm University is 
licensed by the National Universi-
ties Commission (NUC) of Nigeria 
as the 42nd state-owned uni-
versity in Nigeria and located in 
the eastern part of Nigeria in the 
West African sub-region. The ap-
pointment of Professor Osuagwu 
to serve as Vice Chancellor of 
Eastern Palm University has been 
approved by the Governor of Imo 
Sate and Visitor to the University, 
Owelle Rochas Okorocha.

Osuagwu is a respected mem-
ber of the academia. His work 
experience is as varied as it is 
extensive, having worked in 
the academia for almost three 
decades. He has held several 
academic and administrative posi-
tions, including the Dean of School 
of Business and Entrepreneurship 
at the American University of 
Nigeria; Chair of University-wide 
Promotions Committee at the 
American University of Nigeria; 
pioneer Professor of Marketing at 
Covenant University; and pioneer 
Head of Department of Business 
Administration & Management 
Technology at the Lagos State 
University, among others.

Osuagwu has been involved in 
NUC (National University Com-
mission) assignments, including 
writing of BMAS for postgraduate 
Marketing Programmes, Resource 
Assessment, and Accreditation of 
Programmes. Also, the professor 
has assessed candidates for profes-
sorial positions in many Nigerian 
universities, in addition to serv-
ing as external examiner for PhD 
programmes in many African 
universities. He is a member of 
several national and international 
professional bodies, and has at-
tended and presented papers at 
many national and international 
conferences and seminars, in ad-
dition to authoring many schol-
arly books and journal articles.

He was a Graduate/Research 
Assistant at the University of 
Lagos, Nigeria; Senior Lecturer 
at the Lagos State University, the 
Federal University of Technology 
Owerri Nigeria, and the Yaba Col-
lege of Technology Lagos Nigeria; 
pioneer Head of the Department 
of Business Administration & 
Management Technology at the 
Lagos State University; pioneer 
full Professor of Marketing at 
Covenant University Nigeria; 
and pioneer Chair, Department of 
Business Administration, Ameri-
can University of Nigeria.

institution of learning. With his 
international exposure, it is likely 
that he would do all within his 
powers to ensure that students 
who come to the university do 
not regret it in terms of quality of 
teaching.

At a time when many Nige-
rians prefer to ply their trade 
outside their ancestral homes, 
and in an era when recognition 
of a star is hardly done by one’s 
own kinsmen, that Professor Os-
uagwu is receiving a resounding 
vote of confidence from his state 
government is as ennobling as it 
is commending.

Having worked in some of the 
best universities in the world in 
terms of management, course 
contents, organisation, quality 
teaching and learning, among 
others, Osuagwu is expected to 
deploy those good examples to the 
benefit of Eastern Palm University 
and those that will pass through it.

At AUN where he is coming 
from, the institution calls itself a 
development university. Students 
are developed to think for them-
selves; to be independent-minded 
and to develop their talents that 
would enable them eke out a liv-
ing after their academic sojourn 
without necessarily waiting for 
white collar jobs that are not avail-
able in the real sense of it. Where 
he is coming from, students are 
trained to know a bit of every 
field; hence, entrepreneurship is 
a course every student offers to 
prepare them for any eventuality.

 When he spoke with BDSUN-
DAY sometime ago on reasons for 
so much emphasis on Business 
and Entrepreneurship, he said: 
“This is a contemporary world, 
even if you were to be in MIT, Har-

Linus Osuagwu
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Osuagwu joined AUN in 2008 
as full -professor of Marketing. He 
received his Bachelor of Science 
Technology (B.Sc. Tech.) degree, 
Second Class Upper Division, in 
Management Technology from 
the Federal University of Tech-
nology Owerri and Master of Sci-
ence (M.Sc.) and PhD in Business 
Administration/Marketing (with 
distinction) from the University of 
Lagos, Nigeria. He is happily mar-
ried to Caroline, with two chil-
dren, Francis and Oluchi. His hob-
bies include football and listening 
to jazz and Christian music.

In a recent interview with 
BDSUNDAY, while at the AUN, 
Osuagwu said the essence of 
knowledge is the number of 
societal problems it can solve. 
According to him, any knowledge 
that cannot be applied to enhance 
the wellbeing of man on earth is 
not worth pursuing.

“We apply the knowledge we 
have to solve societal problems, 
no doubts about that. Universi-
ties were called Ivory Towers, but 
no, they may be ivory towers in 
scholarship, but having got that 
knowledge we want to use it to 
solve the routine and complex 
problems in our society. Most of 
the books we have in our libraries 
are not written by Nigerians, they 
are written by foreign authors, 
but we apply the principles and 
the knowledge acquired from the 
books to our own situation, to be 
better than those places where 
the books were written,” he said.

With his appointment as a vice 
chancellor, it is expected that the 
professor would deploy his wealth 
of experience garnered over the 
years to, in no time at all, make 
the university a world class higher 

vard, they would tell you the same 
thing we tell our students here, 
in terms of teaching because we 
have the resources, the equipment 
and everything that is needed to 
impart that right knowledge. It 
is possible to mount projector to 
say this and that, but that’s not 
all about Business and Entrepre-
neurship. Even if you are to be in 
Boston, it is the same thing. In ad-
dition, the contents are Nigerian. 
There is no way you can remove 
the uniqueness of every country. 
In our case, honestly, we, I mean 
Nigeria; we are still struggling to 
grow. Therefore, when you give 
somebody this body of knowl-
edge, you have to relate it in the 
context of his country.

“The part of Nigeria I come 
from may differ from where an-
other person comes from. We be-
lieve in apprenticeship. We have a 
culture where you go to the village 
and pick up somebody, you make 
that person, and that person goes 
back and picks another individual 
and makes him. That’s a connec-
tion. These are realities we tell our 
students.”

It is hoped that as the Vice 
Chancellor of a new university, 
he will insist that basic tools that 
would aid teaching and learning, 
the way he saw it at AUN (or even 
better), would be put in place for 
optimum achievement.

“For instance, how many uni-
versities in this country give 
lecture via web, or enjoy 24-hour 
power supply? All the world 
class libraries are in my mobile 
phone and I connect with them 
anytime I want to use them. But 
how many of our colleagues out 
there have this privilege? So, we 
go to them so that we can share 

what we have- the knowledge, 
the resources- so that makes us a 
development university,” he said.

Speaking on the choice of the 
professor, a retired polytechnic 
teacher who spoke with BDSUN-
DAY on condition of anonymity 
said for Osuagwu to have been 
chosen as the pioneer vice chan-
cellor of the new university, he 
must have been proven to be more 
than good.

“There are appointments that 
are not just for the sake of it or to 
satisfy some political exigencies. 
In this part of the world people are 
appointed into positions to just fill 
the space while they depend on 
others to get the work done. But 
I must tell you that the appoint-
ment of Professor Osuagwu may 
not have followed that pattern. 
Why did I say so? This is a new 
university; private for that mat-
ter, it is not likely that the owners 
would want their investment 
to go down the drain by just ap-
pointing a neophyte as VC. What 
could have happened would have 
been to appoint a known name, a 
person who had held such posi-
tion before for the take off and 
after the institution must have 
stabilised then you can appoint 
someone else. But it appears that 
the owners of the university must 
have been following the man’s 
career and are satisfied that he 
has all it takes to deliver. And I 
am also happy that he is a son of 
the soil. It is a thing of joy that we 
have people that can fill such high 
profile positions at any time. I sin-
cerely wish him well,” the former 
Polytechnic teacher said.

 Some of his scholarly papers 
include ‘A Model of Strategic Mar-
keting Decision Premises’; ‘Market 
Orientation in Small Business En-
terprises (SBES) in North-Eastern 
Nigeria: A Research Agenda’; ‘The 
Challenge of Change in Africa’s 
Higher Education in the 21st Cen-
tury’; ‘Strategic management in 
small business enterprises (SBEs): 
empirical evidence from Nige-
rian SBEs’; ‘Students’ satisfaction 
in academia’; ‘Market Orienta-
tion in Nigerian Manufacturing 
Companies’and ‘False Perfor-
mance as Unethical Behaviour: 
Re-examining the Organisational 
Charlatan Scale.’

Others are ‘An Evaluation of 
The Marketing Mix Strategies of 
Nigerian Insurance Companies’; 
‘Strategic management practices 
in Nigeria small business enter-
prises’; ‘The Marketing Research 
Practices of Nigerian Companies’; 
‘An empirical evaluation of the 
corporate strategies of Nigerian 
companies’; ‘Internet Apprecia-
tion in Nigerian Business Organ-
isations’; ‘Relationship marketing 
strategies in Nigerian companies’; 
‘Political marketing: conceptu-
alisation, dimensions and research 
agenda’; ‘TQM strategies in a 
developing economy: Empirical 
evidence from Nigerian compa-
nies’ and ‘Market orientation in 
Nigerian companies’.

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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LOLADE BAMIGBOLA

W
ater is Life! How 
apt? No living or-
ganism can sur-
vive on earth with-
out water. The hu-

man body, for instance, consists of 60 
percent water and cannot stay alive 
for more than a few days without 
water. Apart from humans, water 
forms an integral part of several eco-
systems that sustain other life forms. 
However, when this is juxtaposed 
against the emphatic epistle from ‘The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner: water 
water everywhere, not a single drop 
to drink,’ it becomes food for thought. 

How does this indispensable in-
gredient measure in Africa’s most 
populous country? Nigeria is a largely 
coastal country with abundance of 
water. Indeed, water is one of the 
country’s most plenteous resources. 
Curiously, due to lack of proper 
planning and investment, the devel-
opment of water resources has stag-
nated, resulting in the unavailability 
of safe and potable drinking water for 
the generality of the people. Most of 
the infrastructure and amenities in 
use today had been put in place since 
the early 80s, and given a general lack 
of maintenance culture, they have 
failed to meet the needs of the people. 

According to the Water and Sanita-
tion Monitoring Sheet of UNICEF, ac-
cess to safe water and sanitation has 
become a major challenge in Nigeria 
and ranks among the lowest in the 
world. Not even the touted commit-
ment to the Millennium Development 
Goals in respect of water could be met. 
Consequently, citizens have resorted 
to self-help in providing some of these 
basic amenities for themselves in a 
bid to survive the harsh realities of 
infrastructural decay.

While it may be easy for a few 
people to provide boreholes for 
themselves, the majority are unable 
to afford it. Governments at the vari-
ous levels, constitutionally saddled 
with the responsibility of providing 
amenities like potable water, have, 
so far, failed to deliver on this man-
date, forcing communities to pool 
resources to provide this need. It is 
even more critical in the rural areas 
where women and children have 
to trek long distances in search of 
clean and safe water. The streams are 
only good for washing clothes and 
bathing, and in most cases; they are 
contaminated with faeces and other 
micro bacterial organisms rendering 
it unsafe for drinking. With no other 
option, locals are forced to drink the 
water, the fallout being the outbreak 
of epidemics such as cholera and diar-
rhoea in these areas.

There have been various inter-
ventions by stakeholders in tackling 
this challenge, but the current out-
put leaves much to be desired. For 

instance, the 2011 water roadmap 
launched by then President Goodluck 
Jonathan has still not solved the wa-
ter challenge in the country, despite 
the huge amount of funds pumped 
into the project.

Some organisations in the private 
sector have come to see that potable 
drinking water and improved sanita-
tion services are verifiable means 
of fighting poverty, particularly in 
developing areas, and have come to 
recognize the importance of partner-
ships to achieve sustainable develop-
ment in this area. Riding mostly on the 
public-private partnership model, some 
organisations have taken the bull by 
the horn to push this laudable agenda.

Companies like MTN, Samsung, 
Guinness, and Stanbic IBTC, to men-
tion a few, have modelled their 
corporate social responsibility poli-
cies to impact the lives of people in 
communities in such critical areas 
as health, education and economic 
empowerment.

The ‘Water for Life’ programme, 
an initiative of Guinness Nigeria, 
a subsidiary of Diageo, which was 
launched with the aim of providing 
portable drinking water for Nigerians 
through the construction of water 
facilities in communities, readily 
comes to mind. Since the inception of 
the initiative 10 years ago, 22 water 
faculties have been constructed in 
about 22 communities across 14 states 

in the country. The brewing giant 
partnered with Concern Universal to 
pioneer a sustainable method of inte-
grating rural sanitation and hygiene 
promotion with access to safe water 
- a key sustainable development goal. 
The partnership is geared towards 
strengthening Guinness Nigeria’s 
Water of Life scheme.

Through the initiative, safe wa-
ter has been provided to 10 rural 
communities in Abi, Bekwarra, and 
Obanliku Local Government Areas 
of Cross River State, and Adigbe area 
in Abeokuta, Ogun state. A key in-
novative element of this initiative is 
the emphasis on local maintenance 
of boreholes. In order to sustain the 
impact of new water points, commu-
nities create ‘Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene Committees’ (WASHCOM-
MS). This committee oversees the 
day-to-day operation of the boreholes 
and facilities, as well as maintenance 
when necessary. Promoting owner-
ship and local governance goes a long 
way in ensuring the sustainability of 
the water facilities.  This approach, 
since it was birthed has helped to re-
duce the number of abandoned water 
projects around the country.

On its part, Stanbic IBTC Holdings 
PLC, through its subsidiary, Stanbic 
IBTC Pension Managers Limited, 
have executed and donated similar 
water projects at such institutions as 
the Police colleges in Ikeja, Calabar 

and Kaduna and the National Youth 
Service Corps camp in Kubwa, Abuja.

These interventions, then Corpo-
rate Relations Director at Guinness, 
Sesan Sobowale, had stated, were 
done in furtherance of the company’s 
resolve to improve the quality of life 
in Nigerian communities.

“We are delighted that we have 
an opportunity to contribute in our 
own small way to the environment in 
which we operate. We acknowledge 
that though these initiatives may seem 
like a drop in the ocean, the value of 
what we are doing is in the hope that 
it encourages other corporate bodies 
to contribute to this noble causes, and 
also create awareness about the fact 
that there are many Nigerians today 
who are in dire need of improved 
health care, basic amenities and sound 
education,” Sobowale had said.

Being socially responsible works 
both ways because it is beneficial to 
both the individual or organisation 
and the community. If the environ-
ment is conducive, businesses will 
flourish, the bottom line will be 
impacted positively and the future 
will be assured. After all, it was Peter 
Drucker, an American management 
consultant, who said, ‘If you want to 
predict the future, create it’. For the 
likes of Guinness Nigeria, commit-
ment to bettering the quality of lives 
for many Nigerians remains resolute.

Bamigbola wrote in from Lagos.

Guinness and its ‘Water for Life’ quest

The struggle for clean water
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Kogi cement factory targets 
300 metric tonnes annually

B
ased on the 
state of-the-
art technol-
ogy in Kogi 
State Cement 

Factory in Itobe, Aja-
okuta Local Govern-
ment Area, Fang Hui, 
the general manager 
Cine fine Development 
Limited, has said the 
factory would comfort-
ably churn out about 
300 metric tonnes of 
cement when it is fully 
installed.

Hui disclosed this 
when Zainab Obadaki, 
general manager, Kogi 
State Investment and 
Properties Limited, vis-
ited the factory during 
her familiarisation tour 
on the state investment 
areas.

He said the factory, 
which is still at the first 
phase of installation, 
when commissioned, 

has the capacity to gen-
erate employment and 
bring in micro business-
es which he said would 
in turn boost the state’s 
Internally Generated 
Revenue (IGR).

The fear of possible 
environmental pollu-
tion that would result 
from the production 
activities was equally 
allayed as the machin-
ery installed were said 
to have internal mecha-
nism to absorb harmful 
byproducts.

Augustine O ssai , 
the ad ministrative 
manager, noted that 
engineers have been 
contracted to acquire 
o t h e r  e q u i p m e n t s 
ne e de d for smo oth 
take off; he equally ex-
pressed optimism that 
in no time at all Kogi 
would be a destina-
tion for people look-
ing forward to buying 
cement of standard 
quality.

Ikpeazu assures Chinese firm of 
safety, profitability of investment

G
overnor Okezie 
I k p e a z u  o f 
Abia State has 
a s s u re d  t h e 

management of Hawtai 
Motors Manufacturing 
Company, Taijin China, 
of the safety and profit-
ability of their invest-
ment in Abia State.

Hawtai Motors Man-
ufacturing Company, 
Taijin China, is a joint 
venture partner of East-
ern Vehicle Assembling 
Limited (EVAL), which 
signed an agreement to 
establish a vehicle as-
sembling and manufac-
turing plant at Osisioma-
Ngwa area of Aba, the 
state’s commercial hub.

BDSUNDAY gathered 
that the governor hon-
oured an invitation for a 
facility tour of the firm’s 
facilities.

Joseph Okechukwu, 
president, EVAL, who 
accompanied the gov-
ernor with some top 
government officials and 
business leaders from 
Abia State, assured the 
governor that the deal 
would be of immense 

advantage to the state.
The fully automated 

factory, which seats on 
a total land area of about 
1 hectre, produces 700 
cars daily with over 
4,000 employees.

Abia State Govern-
ment last year, signed an 
agreement with EVAL 
to establish a vehicle 
assembling and manu-
facturing plant at Osisio-
ma-Ngwa area of Aba.

With the agreement, 
EVAL will within the 
next quarter, set up 
a flag shop with full 
complement of servic-
ing, sales, spares and 
systems. This will be 
followed up with the as-
sembling and manufac-
turing plant to produce 
500 cars monthly with 
over 500 employees on 
a single shift. But will 
provide over 2000 jobs 
indirectly.

Wang Xiang Yin, 
president, Hawtai Mo-
tor Manufacturing 
Company, assured the 
governor of a very good 
deal to the advantage of 
the state and her people.

He maintained that 
the company had long 
decided to expand their 

business to Africa, espe-
cially Nigeria, but was 
looking for a reliable 
partner and location 
that would be good for 
their business.

He commended the 
governor for his zeal 
and efforts at creating 
enabling environment 
for foreign investors. 
He observed the passion 
and commitment of the 
governor in the way he 
presents the potentials 
of the state.

Ikpeazu thanked his 
hosts for their hospital-
ity and observed the 
huge investment and 

pressed gratitude to 
Governor Yahaya Bel-
lo for taking security 
as a serious business 
in his administration, 
adding that this giant 
action has made tre-
mendous impact on 
the farming activities 
in the state.

He equally appealed 
to the state government 
for more security sur-
veillance around the 
farms, while lamenting 
the incessant burning 
of plantations by the 
Fulani herdsmen.

In her resp ons e, 
Zainab Obadaki gave 
an assurance that all 
the requests for proper 
handling of the planta-
tion would be attended 
to, saying that the ad-
ministration of Yahaya 
Bello was looking for 
various ways to cre-
ate more jobs for the 
unemployed in society 
and equally empower 
them.

Cement factory

In the related devel-
opment, Amos Waidi, 
assistant general man-
ager of Cruise Mecha-
nised Farming Lim-

ited, has appealed to 
the state government to 
expedite action on the 
release of its Certificate 
of Occupancy in order 

to attract investors to 
Kogi Oil Palm Limited 
at Egume, Dekina Local 
Government Area.

Waidi however, ex-

quality of their products 
and assured them of the 
safety and profitability 
of their investment in 
Abia State.

The company would 
assemble and produce 
Sedan, Pickup, SUV 
brand of cars with 100 
percent steel body and 
5 years warranty.

Part of the agreement 
with Abia State Govern-
ment is to immediately 
train about 10 youths in 
their factory in China, 
ensure local content 
of sourcing parts like 
leather, lubricants, flu-
ids, among other items.

Okezie Ikpeazu
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GoDFreY oFUrUM, aba

agripreneurs in africa gather for 
first-ever youth agribusiness forum

Y
ouths from all 
over  Africa 
will come to-
gether in the 

first-ever African Youth 
Agripreneurs (AYA) fo-
rum in Ibadan, Nige-
ria, from April 25 to 26, 
2017. The forum pro-
vides an opportunity for 
the youth to show their 
skills, creativity, and 
innovativeness in agri-
business, and also re-
late with other youths, 
development partners, 
and stakeholders in the 
sector.

The forum, hosted 
by the International 
Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) at 
its headquarters,  is 
organized by the Af-
rican D evelopment 
Bank (AfDB) in collab-
oration with IITA, the 
Technical Centre for 
Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation (CTA), the 
Africa Agribusiness 
Incubation Network 
(AAIN) and Africa 2.0. 
The forum will serve 
as a platform for aggre-
gating Agripreneurs 
across Africa and es-
calating the impact of 

their activities on ag-
riculture and develop-
ment in the continent.

The AYA Forum is 
targeted at over 200 
youths in Africa who 
are active in agribusi-
ness or the agriculture 
sector or related value 
chains, promoting their 
own innovation for in-
creased production and 
marketing, who are cur-
rently members in a 
youth network or asso-
ciation, possess skills to 
share and disseminate 
agribusiness informa-
tion and knowledge, 
and also have the po-
tential of being a youth 
mentor and/or incubate 
through incubation ac-
tivities.

The forum compris-
es a 2-day conference/
workshop with the-
matic discussions and 
presentations of suc-
cess stories, an AgriP-
itch Entrepreneurship 
Competition and side 
events including a men-
tor and incubator train-
ing program that will 
give Agripreneurs an 
opportunity to demon-
strate and showcase the 
success and business po-
tential of agribusinesses 
across Africa.

akINreMI FeYIsIpo
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SABY ELEMBA, Owerri
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CBN hands over Tech University 
buildings to Oyo government

A
s part of 
its inter-
v e n t i o n 
t o w a r d s 
the educa-

tion sector, the Central 
bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
has handed over a Cen-
tral Library, Blocks of 
Lecture and Administra-
tive buildings to the Oyo 
State Government.

The buildings, which 
are c onstructe d on 
about 1.455 hectares 
of land, donated to 
Technical University, 
Ibadan by the Apex 
bank include Central 
e-Library space for 500 
students with 10nos 
of offices, 12nos of toi-
let facilities as well as 
block of 24 lectures 
room which has 11nos 
Administrative offices, 
furniture, borehole, 
Generating set, street 
lights, CCTV camera, 
air conditioners and 
additional toilets facili-
ties for male and female 
students.

Receiving the build-
ings on behalf of the 
s t at e  g o ve r n m e n t , 
the Secretary to the 
State  Government, 
Olalekan Alli, the Pro-

Is Onitsha road industrial area going into extinction?

Chancellor of TechU, 
Ibadan, Oladapo Afo-
labi; Commissioner for 
Education, Science and 
Technology, Adeniyi 
Olowofela, both pro-

fessors; Commissioner 
for Finance, Abimbola 
Adekanmbi, Commis-
sioner for Information, 
Culture and Tourism, 
Toye Arulogun and 

other top government 
functionaries.  

Alli, who received 
the project documents 
during the handover of 
the buildings, the Secre-
tary to the State Govern-
ment, Olalekan Alli as-
sured that the state will 
embark on additional 
developments on the 
two hundred-hectare 
university, adding that 
adequate security will 
be provided around the 
vicinity of the institu-
tion and the state as a 
whole.

The SSG, who appre-
ciated the CBN for its 
intervention in TechU, 
Oyo state, assured that 
the buildings donated 
would be put to ade-
quate use by the univer-
sity authorities.

“We appreciate the 
efforts of the Apex bank 
to support and develop 
our education sector. 
The CBN has showed 
that education is key to 
the development of our 
country. We say thank 
you to the management 
and the entire staff of the 
bank for this gesture and 

assure that the building 
will be adequately put 
to use immediately,” he 
said.

Alli noted that the 
state government is 
committed to the estab-
lishment of TechU as 
part of its transforma-
tion of the education 
sector in the state, and 
consequently expressed 
the firm belief that the 
first set of students will 
matriculate in Septem-
ber 2017.  

In his remarks, the 
CBN Branch Controller, 
Lagos Branch, Omebere 
Iyari commended the 
Oyo State government 
for the initiative of Te-
chU, Ibadan, saying that 
the unique institution 
will revolutionise tech-
nical skills development 
and education in the 
country.

He explained that the 
intervention has shown 
that CBN is beyond mon-
etary and fiscal policies, 
stressing that the Apex 
bank has a lot of inter-
vention in education, 
agriculture and other 
sectors of the economy. 

T
h e  O n i t s h a 
road industrial 
layout at Irete 
Owerri West 

Lo c a l  G o ve r n m e n t 
Area, Imo State may 
soon become a thing 
of history if urgent in-
tervention works are 
not carried out to halt 
the speedy fleeing of 
industrialists and haz-
ards allegedly caused 
by users of the burrow 
pit sited in the area.

This is as over 90per-
cent of the industries 
which used to operate 
in the area have closed 
down and thousands 
of workers who used 
to earn their living 
from there and paid 
their PAY AS YOU 
Earn (PAYE) taxes have 
joined the labour mar-
ket.

The Onitsha road 
industrial area which 
has about 250 indus-
trial plots though some 

are bigger than others, 
housed over 100 com-
panies, which were pro-
ducing at optimal capac-
ity during the glorious 
days of the late Samuel 
Onunaka Mbakwe ad-
ministration, but as we 
write, not less than 10 
companies are work-

ing even at less than 
half of their installed 
capacity, BDSUNDAY 
investigations reveal.

“Governor Rochas 
Okorocha had prom-
ised to industrialise 
Imo State by building 
factories and create 
jobs for the people of 

the state, during his 
second term election-
eering campaign, a 
policy apart from his 
free education policy 
that helped him to win 
but now the factories 
are nowhere to be seen 
and the environmen-
tal condition of the 
industrial area is driv-
ing away industrialists 
from the state,” Jombo 
Nkwezema Opara told 
BDSUNDAY.

Nkemakolam Uwak-
we, a professional who 
spoke to BDSUNDAY 
in his office, said that 
even though successive 
military and civilian 
administrations had 
abandoned the Onitsha 
road industrial area 
built by the late Sam 
Mbakwe, Okorocha 
administration which 
said that job creation 
was its cardinal policy 
would be disappoint-
ing Imolites if it fails to 
listen to the cry of the 
organised private sec-
tor (OPS), in the state 

The secretary to the Oyo State Government,  Olalekan Alli receiving the project documents at the handing over 
of buildings donated by CBN to Technical University , Ibadan from the CBN Branch Controller, Lagos Branch, 
Omebere Iyari on Thursday in Ibadan. 

and revamp the area.
“The state is losing 

a lot of revenues that 
could have accrued to 
its coffers; Okorocha 
will endear himself 
to the people if he re-
vamps the area,” Uwak-
we said.

According to him, 
“The burrow pit locat-
ed in that industrial 
area is causing a lot of 
havoc to the industri-
alists operating in the 
area because the only 
main road to it has been 
destroyed by heavy 
vehicles, tippers exca-
vating sand and plying 
that road.”

“The governor may 
relocate the burrow pit 
or reconstruct and as-
phalt that road to save 
the remaining indus-
trialists in the estate”, 
a senior lawyer who 
craved anonymity said.

Charles Okeke, a for-
mer chairman of Orsu 
Local Government Area 
and a telecommunica-
tion guru, stated that 

if the governor means 
well in terms of indus-
trialisation, he should 
visit the industrial es-
tate as the place is very 
suitable for industries 
in the state.

Okeke, who spoke 
through a telephone, 
said that “what the gov-
ernor needs to do is 
to open the internal 
access roads that are 
already there and if he 
sees there are people 
who were not original-
ly allocated lands there 
and are not industrial-
ists, he could revoke 
their land and allocate 
them to potential in-
dustrialists in the state.

“The place is well-
spaced for industries 
and is strategically lo-
cated for any finished 
products to move to 
other towns of Aba, 
Onitsha, Port-Harcourt 
etc. He would be mak-
ing a mockery of indus-
try, industry, factory, 
job, job if he does not 
revamp the place.”

AkInrEMI FEYISIpO

…As 90% of the factories have closed down

Rochas Okorocha
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Bee-keeping for youth employment 
according to Onebunne

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

A
n encounter with 
t h e  M a n a g i n g 
C o n s u l t a n t /C E O 
of Jovana Farms, 
P r i n c e  A r i n z e 

Onebunne, has revealed the 
i m m e n s e  n ut r i t i o n a l  a n d 
e c onomic b enefits of b e e-
keeping. He has therefore, urged 
the youths, retirees, farmers 
and other private individuals to 
embrace bee-keeping because it 
is highly lucrative.

Apart from the fact that 
honey and other resources 
generate d from b e es have 
huge economic potentials for 
export, bee-keeping is capable of 
looking after millions of jobless 
Nigerians. Onebunne stated this 
while addressing participants 
at a workshop on the economic 
potential of bee-keeping held 
at Omega Hotel, Abuja not too 
long ago.

“ B e e s  c o n t r i b ut e  ab o ut 
$50billion annually to the 
economy of the United States and 
the country imports about one-

third of these bee resources to 
substantiate its local production. 
Other countries such as Britain 
import bees and its resources 
which are used in different 
sectors of the economy.

“There is no doubt, that 
this country has comparative 
advantage in the business of bee 
keeping than those developed 
countries because the nation’s 
climatic condition supports this 
highly lucrative business of bee-
keeping all year round,” he said.

According to him, “there is 
increasing awareness on the 
therapeutic values of honey. 
Unlike other therapies ,  i t 
has no historical dwindling 
effectiveness on any disease. 
Since the advent of honey 
therapy till date, its efficacy 
in preventive and curative 
treatments has been on the 
increase as man’s knowledge 
of it increases. For more than a 
century now, there is no known 
side effect of honey as it is the 
case with other medicinal drugs.”

He said: “One of the most 
interesting aspects of honey diet 
is in its effective way of correcting 
speedily, the malfunctioning 
of human organs. For example, 
should a pregnant woman 
indulge in honey diet and extend 
its use to her baby after child 
birth, she will realise the benefits, 
ranging from good health to 
eventually easy labour. Added 
to that are the remote chances 
of the child having malformed 
organs.

“Since human beings first 
tasted honey, they have been 
fascinated by bees. Constantly, 

human raid the bee nests for 
their honey, but did not know 
about the bees.”

Today, keeping bees can be a 
rewarding hobby or a full-time 
business. Said he: “People keep 
bees for various reasons, such as 
for honey, royal jelly; propolis, 
bee venom, pollen (bee-bread) 
and bees wax for their ability 
to serve as pollinators of crop. 
It could also simply be for the 
fun of learning more about the 
interesting and complex insect. 
Bees use honey for their food 
and the excess they now pass out 
as waste into the combs which 
man collects and presses out as 
raw honey.

T h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e 
worldwide are processing this 
bee ‘waste’ into honey, exporting 
it and quietly making their 
millions by the day. There are 
no less than 50 exciting reasons 
why you should be involved in 
bee keeping business.

Almost anyone can keep bees. 
But the major problem with 
bee- keeping is that they have 
their ability to sting. To start the 
business, a bee-keeper must find 
a suitable location, gather the 
proper equipment like gloves, 
bee slit, hive tools, bee-hat and 
veil. Others include smoker, 
torch, bee brush, ankle and 
wrist straps, plastic containers, 
centrifugal machine and find a 
source of bees.

It is always a good idea to go 
for training or move closer to bee-
keepers before one gets started. 
Bee keeping and grasscutter 
farming are the cheapest mini-
livestock business one can think 

of, because the farmer does not 
need to buy food for them like 
you do in fish farming, poultry 
farming and pig farming.

In his words: “Overtime, 
people learn how to take care 
of honey bees. Professional bee-
keepers, recommend purchasing 
new hive boxes and frame or 
making your own in a standard 
size.

“Only qualified personal are to 
handle the bees, because of their 
aggressive nature, while some 
bee keepers use protective gear 
to spray the hive with soap and 
water. The water will penetrate 
the lungs and the soap will cut off 
their oxygen supply.

“If you are yet to develop an 
interest in bee keeping and you 
tend to believe that bees go out 
of their way to attack people- 
naturally the bees are aggressive, 
but only as a defensive measure. 
Bees have been known to chase 
people in a swarm for a long 
distance, but this only happens 
to people who have no prior 
knowledge or training for bee-
keeping.

“Although, bees cannot talk, 
their language is vibration. For 
instance, to indicate distance 
to other bees in their hive, the 
scout bee uses a loud buzz and 
a demonstration dance. Wings 
vibrating swiftly as the bee 
dances in circle indicate that the 
find is within 150-200 metres of 
the hive. The direction in which 
the scout moves, and at what 
speed, helps communicate to 
the others where the source is 
located, Onebunne said.

“Honey bees need nectar, 

p ol len 
and water to feed the hive and 
make their honey. Bee keepers 
hold the bees by moving the 
hives from time to time to areas 
where there is a good source of 
nectar and pollen.

“Once the hives are in place, 
some of the worker bees go 
out scouting. This is usually 
done within a radius of about 2 
kilometres from the hives. The 
scouts then report back to the 
hive to indicate to other bees 
where the nectar and pollen 
source are to be found.

“However, a high quality 
product is important for every 
honey operation. Following key 
rules in the extraction process 
will determine honey quality. For 
example, excessive heat during 
extraction will darken the honey. 
Certain export marketers have 
minimum standards for distance 
and the level of sugar breakdown 
due to heat. To prevent heat 
damage to the honey, producers 
need to carefully manage the 
wax melting process and pay 
attention to storage condition.

The organiser of Jovana 
Farms Nationwide Sensitization 
Agro- Seminar Project said 
that there is “need for the 
government to support bee 
keeping in the country. It has 
the capacity to sustain local 
production, consumption and 
assist in saving and earning huge 
foreign exchange for Nigeria.”

Home ownership in economic recession

Akhigbe Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  PropertyLogic 
Incorporated/Business 
Coach &  Seminar Speaker/
Expert in Business & Property 
Law. / Email: propertylogic.
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
propertylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

H
ome ownership is the 
dream of everyone. This 
dream becomes more 
pronounced each time 

your annual rent is tickling out 
and the harsh reality of another 
rent payment stares you in the 
face. You are then left to ruminate 
in the aspiration of personal home 
ownership which is expected to 

emancipate you from the grip of 
(sometimes shylock) landlords who 
have over the years devised neck-
gripping tactics of managing their 
various Properties. Not even the 
various Tenancy Legislations by 
states have served as enough deter-
rents to emasculate some of these 
sharp practices. As my friend and 
colleague would say always; head 
or tail, when the chips are down, 
the Landlord wins! Today, I won’t 
dwell much on this as the business 
of the day needs as much energy.

No doubt there is a global eco-
nomic crunch. It is also no news 
that the Nigerian Economy is even 
in a deeper state of instability called 
RECESSION. This has aptly incapac-
itated the citizens’ ability to deliver 
in most fundamental responsibili-
ties to their dependants. The situ-
ation is even more frustrating as it 
appears the current government 
has not been able to effectively 
martial a water tight economic 
plan to paddle the Economy out 

of this troubled ocean. Instead; 
various government Agencies and 
appointees have kept on inundating 
helpless Nigerians with the obvious 
reasons that got us down this very 
unsavory economic state without 
equally advancing strategies that 
are sure to reverse the ugly trend. 
It was widely reported of late that 
in a forum, the President; General 
Buhari had to scream to high heav-
ens that he is not Lai Muhammad. 
An obvious pointer to the fact that 
the Commander-in-Chief himself 
is beginning to get uncomfortable 
with the very comical ways the 
‘Masquerade-enterprise’ advocacy 
minister handles the Information 
Ministry and the statement sum-
mersault of the baba. Again, this 
still is not the crux of today. Just 
that we can’t really have a good 
comprehension of the Matter for 
consideration if a mention is not 
made of some of these dramatic 
personae that have rather deepen 
our loss of faith in the system than 

otherwise.
Before the advent of this so 

much talked about Economic Reces-
sion, Home Ownership was not a 
tea-party. It was a huge economic 
burden to embark on Housing 
projects. Those who were involved 
either were doing so at the expense 
of the basic family comfort or were 
able to smartly augment their 
income sources to so achieve the 
insurmountable task of building 
their houses of choices. Landlords 
knew this and they didn’t spare 
a moment in cashing into this to 
manage their various properties.

At this time of Economic Reces-
sion, when even average Nigerians 
can hardly afford the least basic 
needs for  their families; Housing 
ownership has become a mission 
impossible for the common man 
except one avails himself of very 
sterling information that are sup-
portive of realizing such ambition 
of Home ownership. However, 
since Housing is a necessity and 

not a luxury to man, it is therefore 
not an option not to own one or at 
least live in one. It is important to 
note that; deciding against all odds 
to own one even at this challeng-
ing time is a decision that must be 
made by everyone who has a basic 
understanding of elementary ac-
counting. This is where investing 
in Real Estate is the best decision 
to make!
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L
et me start off by 
sharing my view 
on “location, loca-
tion, location.”

While it is true that 
securing a great franchise 
location can be critical to 
your success, it’s only one 
of many things that can 
contribute to your ulti-
mate success as a franchise 
owner.

Most of the people I 
work with me, who use 
my franchise ownership 
advisory services, bring 
up “location” pretty ear-
ly on in our discussions. 
They are really focused 
on getting a good location 
for their yet-to-be-chosen 
franchise business.

While the importance 
of choosing and ultimately 
having a good location 
can and sometimes does 
dictate the success of a 
franchise business, it’s 
a massive waste of time 
for my clients (and you) 
to allow location-related 
thoughts to occupy a lot 
of your time as you try to 
find that perfect franchise 
opportunity.

Tip: Don’t obsess, wor-

ry, or even think about 
location until you decide 
on a specific franchise and 
you are towards the end of 
your research process.

Should I trust the fran-
chisor to pick a good fran-
chise location? In a word: 
yes! Of course.

Why wouldn’t  you 
trust the franchisor to help 
you secure a good great 
location for your franchise 
business?

Don’t you think they 
want you to succeed, Stop 
with the paranoia. Don’t 
listen to people that have 
“heard” of franchisors that 
have purposely picked bad 
locations for their fran-
chisees.

 Here’s why it behooves 
on you to ignore petty 
comments like that: -

The more you make, 
the more the franchisor 
makes -

I f  you b e c ome the 
owner of a franchise busi-
ness, you’ll be sending in a 
monthly royalty cheques 
to the franchisor. It could 
be 4 to 10 percent of gross 
sales. So, if your franchise 
does 40 million Naira 

Location - Buying a franchise, when 
you need to worry about location

in annual sales, and the 
royalty is 6 percent, the 
franchisor gets 2.4 mil-
lion Naira from you. And, 
they get 6% from every 
other franchisee, too. Do 
the math. The franchisor 
wants you to succeed. 
They want you to send 
them big, fat, cheques-
every month, for the life of 
your franchise agreement, 
which is typically 10 years.

They want your loca-
tion to be a winning one. 
And, if they want to be 
a successful franchisor, 
they need your franchise 
location to be a successful 
one. They need you to be 
successful.

So, you will handle calls 
from others (like this po-
tential franchise owner) 
who are interested in the 
franchise just like this:

Choose, research and 
purchase -

Do it in order. - Make 
sure you’re a fit for fran-
chising, choose a few op-
portunities to explore. Ex-
plore them. Learn about 
them. Do great franchise 
research. Write a formal 
business plan. Apply for a 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 

franchise loan. Make your 
decision. Find a great loca-
tion. Open for business.

I hope you would have 
enjoyed the various per-
spectives of these lessons 
to consider when choos-
ing franchising as a busi-
ness model. For further 
details you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - 
send me a message via 
WhatsApp or SMS..

Market place: 
Unshaken confidence

H
e b r e w s  1 1 : 6 
( W e y m o u t h 
N e w  Te s t a -
ment)

“But where 
there is no faith it is impos-
sible to please Him; for the 
man who draws near to 
God must believe that there 
is a God and that He proves 
Himself...”

Our experiences in life 
have made the word of God 
of no effect in our lives. 
Scripture says that there is 
no word of God that is void 
of POWER! Jeremiah 26:29 
(is not my word like fire, 
declares the LORD, and like 
a hammer that breaks a rock 
in pieces?) Hebrews 4:12(For 
the word of God is quick and 
powerful, sharper than any 
two-edged SWORD...)

These and many others 
words like these are God’s 
gifts to us as His children to 
win in the affairs of life. They 
are communicated to us to 
boost our confidence and as-
sure us of His love. And there 
are myriads of example to 
validate both the efficiency 
and efficacy of these claims. 
We were equally told that 
everything that we read in 
the Bible were written as 
an example for us to follow, 
every challenge, every war 
, every attack, every loss, 
every victory. Common solu-
tion the WORD. The saints of 
old used the same word and 
they got result. We stand-
ing on a better covenant 
are supposed to have better 
result through the agency 
of the same spoken word of 
God, but reverse seems to be 
the case. You see scamper-
ing Christians, defeated and 
deluded children of God, 
fearful children of God that 
are being beaten blue black 
by the circumstances of life.

So what is the problem 
with our generation, and 
why did the word refuse to 

work for us? Does that mean 
God is partial or unfaithful to 
our generation? Below are 
some of the reasons we may 
never have as much result as 
the patriarchs of old;

1. Death: When we have 
not come to the point of 
being ready to die for what 
we belief, we cannot get 
the result we deserve. The 
patriarchs put their lives on 
the line before they received 
from God. God did not force 
them, rather it was their 
unflinching belief that made 
them ready to lose their life 
on the spoken word that 
resulted in victory for them. 
Theirs were words spoken 
to them with no example to 
follow and yet they followed 
and got great results. Ours 
were words written down 
padded with examples and 
yet little or no result.

2. Unbelief: There is so 
many distractions craving 
for attention. And every at-
tention given to distraction 
leaves us defeated. It is not 
possible to succeed at what 
we are doing when our focus 
and attention is not on God. 

The mundane, powerless 
things of this world have 
replaced the place of God in 
our hearts, and has rendered 
the word of God of no effect. 
It is only our mouth that is 
paying lip service to God not 
our heart. Every time we are 
confronted with problems 
and challenges in the mar-
ketplace we give up without 
a fight. You are either a fight-
er or a looser. You cannot be 
crowned a winner without 
winning a fight.

 3. We are hearers and 
not doers: It is not the hearer 
alone that is blessed but the 
doer. With all the power of 
heaven behind the spoken 
word of God, once it is not 
believed and acted upon it 
benefits no one. All that we 
need for our victory and 
success in the marketplace 
are packaged in the spoken 
word of God that is practiced.

If we must experience the 
power of God as intended 
this season, there must be 
serious commitment both to 
the study and the practice of 
the word of God. As you do 
so, remain blessed.

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

spIrItonomIcs The discipline of refinement

(Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by Mavi Isibor)

Mavi Sokia Isibor- The 
Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, 
Nigeria’s first resource mate-
rial on Etiquette. She is also 
Group CEO of Poise Nigeria 
Limited, Nigeria’s premier 
and foremost Personality 
and Image branding consul-
tancy firm.

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly 
send a mail to msi@poiseni-
geria.org

A 
good way to start 
this section is to 
provide a brief 
exposition on the 

discipline of refinement and 
the value of self restraint- the 
former being the offspring of 
the latter.

A gentleman who had 
just taken delivery of his 
brand new BMW saloon car 
was test-driving it to enjoy 
the feel of it. Just as he got 
to the Oworonsoki part of 
the 3rd Mainland Bridge, 
pulling out from the bus-stop 
under the bridge, a kombi bus 
accidentally hit the BMW 
and broke the side view mir-
ror. Ouch! The owner of the 
BMW came out of his car and 
walked round to examine the 
damage. In the same minute, 
the kombi driver and his 
conductor prostrated and 
began to plead for leniency. 
Ignoring their entreaties, the 
gentleman went to the boot 
of his BMW, retrieved his 
brand new wheel spanner 
went over to the kombi bus 
and smashed the side view 
mirror. As soon he did this, the 
bus driver got off his knees 
asked the conductor to get 
their own weather-beaten, 
rusty wheel spanner and 
preceded to smash the other 
side view mirror of the BMW. 
In a feat of rage, the BMW 
owner smashed the bus’ other 
side view mirror. The in-
censed bus driver smashed 
the windshield of the BMW 
and the BMW guy retaliated 
by smashing the windshield 
of the bus. The bus driver 
took his revenge by smashing 
the rear screen of the BMW. 
Of course, by now, a sizeable 
crowd had gathered watch-
ing in awe at the display of 
reckless destruction. As the 
BMW owner was moving to 
smash the bus again, a young 
man who had parked his car 
to watch the commotion held 
him back exclaiming “oga, 
ah ah, ah ah!” Suddenly, the 
BMW owner burst into tears.

Here’s a question for you: 
why do you think the man 
cried?

One fact of life people find 
hard to accept is that most of 
the events in our lives play 
out the way they do because 
of the choices we make. The 
possession and display of 
refinement, class, finesse and 
character is no different; it is a 
choice. It is not acquired with 
age, status, position, wealth or 
experience. It is a deliberate 
decision to live a decent and 
dignified life. Refinement 
requires huge doses of self-
awareness, self-discipline 
and a determination to have 
decorum. Self discipline or 
self control is a product of self 
knowledge. Self knowledge 
refers to a basic understand-
ing of who you are, the values 
you ascribe to yourself and 
the way you want the world 
to perceive you. When you 
have established these, you 
must decide firmly to shape 
your behaviour accordingly. 
Under no circumstances then 
must you give vent to the 
full weight of your emotions 
no matter the temptation or 
provocation.

 There is no better way 
to appreciate the concept of 
refinement and the rigours 
attached to it than to take a 
tour down the process of gold 
refinement.

 We all are like gold
Like the purification of 

gold, there is a good way 
and an excellent way of do-
ing everything and for each 
method, the price differs.  
Also like gold, we are not born 
polished and finished; we will 
have to go through the fire 
of refinement to have all the 
debris in our personalities: all 
our wrong preconceived no-
tions, ideas, beliefs and biases 
melted down, purified and 
re-moulded again. We will 
have to master the difficult 
discipline of restraint and self-
control: the cornerstones of a 
refined personality.

there’s no such thing as 
fate

I have since come to realise 
that man has two creators- 
God and himself. His first 
Creator furnishes him with 
the raw material of his life 
and the laws in conformity 
with which he can make that 
life what he wills. His second 
creator, himself, decides what 
to do with the raw materials 
given to him. By his actions 
and inactions, he shapes his 
future and decides his destiny. 
Most of us place the blame 
for our circumstances on 
everything and everyone but 
ourselves. But the truth is that 
we are chiefly responsible for 
the kind of person that we 
turn out to be. One piece of 
advice I have found useful in 
my life is this: A man is 10per-
cent what life deals him, and 
90percent how he reacts. Is it 
not funny how when people 
fail in life they usually say, 
“It is my destiny, or such is 
life” and when they succeed, 
the music changes and they 
proudly proclaim themselves 
as “self-made”?

The truth is: we are all “self 
makers” and the old cliché 
speaks an eternal truth when 
it says:  we are the architects 
of our own destinies. If there 
is one thought pattern to 
completely eradicate from 
your mind on your journey 
to success, it is this: “I am at 
the mercy of circumstances, 
and I have no control over 
the outcome of my life”. It is 
what the renowned author, 
William George Jordan, tags 
the “I am a feeble worm of the 
dust” theory.

Every human being is 
a great soul with marvel-
ous possibilities, and a solid 
evidence of this can be seen in 
the structuring and workings 
of developed societies. 

The hardest victory is the victory over self. -  Aristotle
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Hypo partners stakeholders 
to influence positive 
behaviour on households

O
n the heels of the 
World Health Day 
2017, foremost 
hygiene solution 
brand, Hypo has 

teamed up with the Lagos State 
Ministry of Health and Lagos 
State Ministry of Environment 
to sensitize the public on house-
hold and environment hygiene.

Tagged Hypo Team Up to 
Clean Up with the hashtag 
#teamuptocleanup, the cam-
paign which was championed 
by ace radio presenter, Lolo 1 
of Wazobia 95.1 FM narrowed 
down to Simpson Street and the 
adjoining streets in the Ebutte 
Meta area of Lagos as host site 
for the clean-up exercise follow-
ing an extensive recce of vari-
ous communities in Lagos.

In a media interview, Jades-
ola Surakat, Brand Manager, 
Hypo said that the campaign 
which is in its second season is 
primarily aimed at fulfilling the 
corporate responsibility that 
Hypo has towards the society 
and repositioning the brand 
from the perceived state of just 
a whitening agent to a total hy-
giene solution.

“Being the leading brand 
in the category of household 
cleaning, we recognize our re-
sponsibility to the society and 
therefore deemed it right to 
make contributions to the bet-
terment of the society. Hypo 

has become a phenomena 
household brand and there 
are no better ways to give back 
than this initiative of influenc-
ing a positive behaviour for 
hygiene by engaging residents 
of communities. This is a col-
laborative effort and requires a 
teaming up with the relevant 
stakeholders such as influenc-
ers and government agencies 
and parastatals” she explained.

Surakat explained further 
that the Hypo bleach functions 
beyond a whitening agent as it 
prevents the development of 
many insects from the larvae 
stage to mature stage particu-
larly insects which breeds on 

stagnant water.
Corroborating with 

Surakat, the Assistant Direc-
tor, Health Education Unit, La-
gos State Ministry of Health,  
Olubunmi Ilawole, lauded the 
initiative describing the cam-
paign as strategic and timely 
with the ideals of the World 
Health Day. She commended 
the campaign calling on other 
organizations to join the effort 
to improve both household 
and environmental hygiene. 
“We would significantly re-
duce communicable diseases 
if the right hygiene behav-
iour is adopted across all social 
strata.”

Daneil Obi

Chi Limited highlights 
significance of Hollandia 
Yoghurt to healthiness

C
hi Limited, maker of 
Hollandia Yoghurt has 
underscored the signifi-
cance of the product for 

healthy living in its commercial 
deployed in various channels 
which the company said it has 
ignited conversations.

“The campaign titled ‘Nour-
ishing Goodness for Every Mo-
ment’ carefully reinforces Hol-
landia Yoghurt’s proposition as 
a brand that brings happiness 
and enjoyment to every moment 
of life. The message is simple. 
Whatever your occasion or mo-
ment, whenever you need nour-
ishing goodness, there is a Hol-
landia Yogurt just for you”, the 
company said in a statement.

“Through the television com-
mercial, the brand takes the 
consumer through a journey of 
nourishing goodness and offers 
various pack sizes to go with life’s 
every moment. Hollandia Yo-
ghurt succinctly captures each 
product pack size to meet the 
ever evolving consumer needs. 
In essence, it is an integral part 
of the consumer’s life as every 
moment is associated with a dis-
tinctively named pack size that 
everyone can relate with”.

 It said the  campaign is there-

goodness in Selfie is obvious in 
the satisfied smile of the con-
sumer.

Teenagers and young adults 
are also not left out. There is al-
ways the high points of life to 
celebrate with friends, and the 
Padi pack, 500ml in size, comes in 
handy to add fun and goodness 
to the occasion.

Hollandia Yoghurt’s 315ml 
active triplets are also there for 
consumers who are always on-
the-go because they to like waka. 
Active triplets include Hollandia 
Yoghurt Mixology, which goes 
well with all mixed drinks. 

The enhanced taste brings 
out all the goodness in the con-
sumer’s favourite drinks. Hol-
landia Yoghurt Slurp-It-Off is a 
sure choice with fast foods. No 
quick meal is ever dull around it. 
Hollandia Gogurt is like ‘Ajala’; al-
ways on the move. It is always by 
your side, everywhere you need 
it to be.

Hollandia Yoghurt Jolly Jol-
ly(1 liter)pack is the life of the 
party. It brings sharing, bonding 
and nourishment to every gath-
ering, at home or at parties. 

For Managing Director, Chi 
Limited,  Deepanjan Roy ‘The 
Hollandia Yoghurt Nourishing 

F
oremost pay televi-
sion provider, Star-
Times is upping the 
ante this weekend in 

its live broadcast of Italian 
Serie A matches as it plans to 
beam Juventus game against 
Genoa as the former close in 
on a record sixth straight Se-
rie A title.

After serenading African 

football fans to a live telecast 
of the Milan derby recently, in 
which Inter were held to a 2-2 
draw by AC Milan at the San 
Siro Stadium, StarTimes has af-
firmed that it was not resting on 
its laurels to provide top of the 
range live sporting actions to its 
subscribers.

According to a statement is-
sued by Chief Operating Officer 
StarTimes,  Tunde Aina, the dig-
ital television leader was set to 
transmit no fewer than six live 
Serie A matches this weekend, 
top of which is Juventus game 
with Genoa today.

“As a customer-sensitive 
company, we are not resting 
on our commitment to always 
deliver the best live sporting 
coverage happening anywhere 
in the world. We are already 
beaming the World Cup qualifi-
ers and have secured the broad-
cast rights of the FIFA 2018 
World Cup in Russia in no few-

StarTimes thrills Nigerians today with 
live broadcast of Serie A matches

Residents of Simpson Street, Ebutte Meta with the Hypo Clean Up Team clearing gutters 
during the Hypo Team Up to Clean Up environmental cleaning exercise on World Health 
Day in Lagos recently.

Goodness for Every Moment’ 
campaign is a bold step to high-
light the many benefits of the 
brand. Hollandia Yoghurt is 
healthy and has a smooth taste 
sure to guarantee your wellbe-
ing with every sip. Our inno-
vative product extension is a 
unique way of adding value by 
ensuring nutritious goodness 
for our teeming consumers as 
they experience life’s every 
moment”, he said in the state-
ment.

Bursting with goodness in-
side and out, the various packs 
of Hollandia Yoghurt are filled 
with healthy nutrition, nourish-
ing vitamins, power of proteins, 
strength of calcium, revitalising 
energy. Hollandia Yoghurt pro-
vides nourishing goodness to ev-
ery moment.

All the packs come in flavours 
of strawberry, pineapple-coco-
nut, green apple, plain-sweet-
ened, orange and pure ‘n plain.

fore a conscious effort to capture 
unique consumer needs and 
position each pack size to meet 
them, thereby becoming an in-
tegral part of consumer’s daily 
life. Not just that, each pack is 
also given an endearing name 
that the consumer can easily re-
late with and this further creates 
strong bond.

The visually exciting com-
mercial introduces Hollandia 
Yoghurt family’s offer for every 
member of the family, starting 
with the Smallie pack(135ml) for 
children at an affordable price 
of N50, and provides the perfect 
drink to accompany children’s 
food packs as they head off to 
school. The colourful handy 
pack is suitable for kids who love 
hanging out with friends, es-
pecially during break at school.
The Hollandia Yoghurt Selfie is 
a 200ml pack designed for single 
consumption. The Selfie pack is 
to be enjoyed when alone. The 

er than 48 territories in Africa, 
except South Africa, meaning 
that football fans can watch all 
the matches of the next World 
Cup live on StarTimes and this 
weekend, we have lined up ex-
citing live Serie A games for the 
enjoyment of our subscribers”, 
said Aina.

The match between Juven-
tua and Genoa holds today at 
7:45pm and StarTimes World 
Football Channel will show it 
live, Aina added.

Juventus are eight points 
ahead of second-placed Roma 
with six games to play and a 
win against Genoa, coupled 
with a Roma defeat at Pescara 
tomorrow, will see them stretch 
their lead to 11 points, with five 
games to play.

“I’m really happy with how 
the season is unfolding, but 
there’s still a month left and we 
want to go as far as possible,” he 
continued.



At home with the sculptor
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N
igerian-born Sokari Doug-
las Camp is one of the best 
female sculptors having 
broken into the male-
dominated field of sculpt-

ing in Africa, and belongs to the first 
generation of female artists to have 
attracted the attention of the interna-
tional art market.

Originally from a large Kalabari 
town in the Niger Delta region, Doug-
las Camp’s work is greatly inspired 
by Kalabari culture and traditions. 
Besides her Kalabari roots, she draws 
inspiration from the history of the 
African diaspora, fashion, the current 
situation in the Nigerian delta, and 
last but not least, the famous Italian 
painter, Botticelli.

Employing modern sculptural 
techniques with the predominant 
use of steel, Douglas Camp creates 
large, semi-abstract figurative works, 
adorned with masks and ritual cloth-
ing, reflecting her close relationship to 

Nigeria despite having lived in London 
for many years. Douglas Camp has 
had numerous solo and group shows 
all over the world and permanent col-
lections of her work can be found in 
the Smithsonian Institution in Wash-
ington DC, and the British Museum 
in London.

The form of her works in unique. 
Sokari uses Kalabari culture as her 
main inspiration for her sculptures, 
traditions and aesthetics of mas-
querades, textiles, dances, and other 
ceremonies that she witnessed from 
direct experience.

Her work oftentimes uses the figure 
as a main subject; she dresses it with a 
sculpted costume, textiles and organic 
materials.

Steel is the primary material she 
uses in her sculptures.

“I began my work by observing how 
masks are put on to masqueraders, 
how the human form is changed, how 
men become gods when they perform. 
The way I remember seeing masks and 
masqueraders when they perform in 
my town is the masquerades are alive, 

frightening and beautiful when they 
move. Fear in masquerading is an 
important element for the observer. It 
adds to the play of the spirits. You do 
not come across this elements in a mu-
seum because the mask is not moving 
and is usually in a glass box”, she says.

It is also intriguing to mention poli-
tics behind

Sokari’s work. Some of her collec-
tions are highly political, commenting 
on effects of the oil industry on the 
Niger Delta, violence, Dispaora and 
other international issues.  A graduate 
of Fine Art from Central School of Art 
and Design and the Royal College of 
Art, London, Sokari has represented 
Britain and Nigeria in National ex-
hibitions and has had more than 40 
solo shows worldwide. In venues 
such as National Museum of African 
Art, Smithsonian Institute 1988-1989, 
the Museum of Mankind, London 
1994/1995. Her public artworks in-
clude Battle Bus: Living Memorial for 
Ken Saro‐Wiwa (2006), a full-scale 
replica of a Nigerian steel bus, which 
stands as a monument to the late Niger 

Delta activist and writer.
In 2003 Sokari was shortlisted for 

the Trafalgar Square Fourth Plinth. 
Her work is in permanent collections 
at The Smithsonian Museum, Wash-
ington, D.C., Setagaya Museum, Tokyo 
and the British Museum, London. In 
2005 she was awarded a CBE in rec-
ognition of her services to art.

In 2012 ‘All the World is Now Rich-
er’, a memorial to commemorate the 
abolition of slavery was exhibited in 
The House of Commons. The sculpture 
was exhibited in St Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, 2014.

Battle Bus traveled to Nigeria as part 
of Action Saro Wiwa, a campaign to 
clean up the Niger Delta Summer 2015.

Ibiye Camp, her daughter, is fol-
lowing her artist mother’s footsteps. 
In 2011, then 19, Alexandra Galleries 
in London completed the framing of 
eleven paintings by Ibiye Camp, to 
the delight of her mother and mentor.

Sokari Douglas Camp is constantly 
showcasing her work at the galleries 
across the United Kingdom, so pop in 
to see one anytime you are in London.



In the world of a female percussionist

W
hile watching 
her electrifying 
p erformanc e 
on stage with 
‘Ekwe’; an Igbo 

traditional musical instrument 
made from wood, one wonders 
aloud how this beautiful woman 
makes such rhythmic sounds 
from a mere wooden instrument. 
Yes, the drums, guitars, pianos 
and all manner of modern music 
instruments are everywhere, 
but she chose the local tool for 
melody just to promote the rich 
African cultural heritage.

As well, her dexterity in beat-
ing the instrument, her ‘African-
ized’ melodies and her energetic 
dancing steps make her quite 
unique as she performs.  Truly, 
Ozigbu Samantha Anuoluwapo, 
who stages as Anu otherwise 
known as The Lady Ekwe, is 
not only physically captivating, 
she has also mastered the art of 
holding her audience spell-bound 
while on the gong.

The uniqueness of the beauti-
ful lady musician is her artistic 
perfection and pure dexterity 
with the Ekwe percussion, which 
is a male dominated instrument 
in the Eastern Nigeria where 
it originated from.  But she has 
broken the jinx and made a forte 
with the Ekwe amid delivering it 
perfectly with her velvety voice 
and energetic performance.

The mastering of her craft and 
effortless delivery are probably 
what make the Atudna Enter-
tainment to commit greatly in 
promoting her across the world.

Overtime, she has assumed the 
status of the only female percus-
sionist in Nigeria who blends 
perfectly her velvety voice with 
energetic performance and deft-
ness on the traditional instru-
ment to deliver excitement to her 
growing audience.

Of course, with such rare pedi-
gree, her profile is rising as she 
is yet to be rivaled by another 
female percussionist who will 
employ perfect blend of lyrics 
spiced with African tunes and 
rhythm to entertain audience 
across the world and at different 
international events.

As expected, Anu is enjoying 
rave reviews on the musical scene 
and is taking her trade a notch 
higher as one of the star perform-
ers to thrill the international 
audience in a number of world 
events in and outside the country.

Anu is on the world stage and 
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is set to further thrill her fans 
and the global audience with her 
enthralling renditions and per-
formances in Africa and Europe. 
Her global performance itinerary 
includes appearance at the Made 
in Nigeria Exhibition holding in 
Abidjan, Cote d’ Voire on Sep-
tember 5, 2016.  On September 
15, 2016, she performed at the 
reception for world dignitaries 
attending the African Fashion 
show at the headquarters of the 
African Union (AU) in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. The fashion 
event was put together by AU in 
conjunction with the legendary 
Gold for African Fashion.

As well, Anu who is a beauty 

queen as the former Sisi Oge also 
plied her sensational and scintil-
lating act on the Paris stage as one 
of the guest artistes in October 
for a United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion’s (UNESCO) fashion show 
event in partnership with the leg-
endary Gold for African Fashion.

The female percussionist be-
gan the year from where she 
left off last year as she in Turkey 
for arousing world performance 
heralding her global itinerary in 
2017.

She was the only Nigerian 
musical artistes invited by the 
Turkey government to showcase 
her talent in a global event being 

hosted by the country. As well, 
she has been booked for the Af-
rica Day celebration on May 25, 
2017 in Ankara, Turkey; an an-
nual activation that will feature 
musical acts from 54 African 
countries and the Diaspora.

In recent time, the Economics 
graduate from the University of 
Lagos, has appeared in a number 
of classic events across the coun-
try and was one of the star per-
formers at the debutant Nigerian 
Drum Festival where she held the 
audience spellbound with her 
awesome and enthralling perfor-
mance as she combined perfectly 
her percussionist skill with her 
singing and theatrics prowess.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Flavour shuts down Owerri for 
Hi-Life Fest launch

O
n Friday, April 14, 2017, 
Flavour N’abania, music 
superstar and Life Con-
tinental Beer brand am-

bassador, thrilled fans at Cubana 
Lounge, Owerri with a captivating 
performance at the launch of Hi-
Life Fest.

Hi-Life Fest is a musical competi-

tion aimed at reviving, celebrating 
and promoting highlife music in Ni-
geria’s South East. The competition 
which kicked off with auditions in 
Owerri from April 10-11, 2017 saw 
Umunnakwe Nwajiaku emerge the 
winner in Owerri regional finals. 
This victory makes him the repre-
sentative from Owerri at the grand 

finale in Onitsha in June.   
Other regional capitals hosting 

the Hi-Life Fest are Port Harcourt, 
Enugu and Aba. The next set of 
auditions will hold in Port Harcourt 
from May 1 – 7, 2017. 

Hi-Life Fest is powered by Life 
Continental Beer from the stables 
of Nigerian Breweries.

Runsewe, NCAC DG, commends Lagos State 
foresight on art, culture

O
lusegun Runsewe, director 
general, National Council for 
Arts and Culture (NCAC), has 
praised the foresight of Akin-

wunmi Ambode, governor, Lagos State, 
for inaugurating a new board for Arts 
and Culture in Lagos, noting that the ef-
fort is not only timely but the right way 
to revive culture and show example to 
other states.

Runsewe particularly commended the 
quality of membership of the Culture 
board and urged the members not to 
disappoint the Governor and Nigerians in 
general who believe that Lagos holds the 
soul and spirit of culture and creative arts 
emancipation and direction in Nigeria.

The new Lagos Culture and Arts board 
include, Polly Alakija as chairman, Joke 
Silva, filmmaker, Kunle Afolayan, Kolade 
Oshinowo, visual artist Nike Okundaye, 
Patrick Yodenu Mobee, High Chief 
Mobee of Badagry, Adeshina Adeyemi, 
permanent secretary, Ministry of Educa-
tion, and Saidat Otulana, director of Cul-
ture Lagos Council of Arts and Culture.

In a chat with select media in Abuja, 
the NCAC DG disclosed that he would 
work with the Lagos governor and other 
governors to change the face of arts and 
culture narratives in Nigeria, adding “We 
at NCAC note the Lagos Governor’s com-
mitment, dedication and encouragement 
for the revival and sustenance of the Cre-
ative Arts and Culture which is without 
measure. NCAC will soon roll out pro-
grammes that will not only compliment 
the desire of state governors in Nigeria 
to revive the arts and culture sector but 
will also show practically how Arts and 
Culture can generate jobs and revenue”.

The NCAC DG challenged the Arts 
and Culture professionals to live up the 
billings by using the window offered by 
Governor Ambode to tell a new story 
about Nigeria’s creative arts and culture 
evolution, history and also transform 
same to huge benefits to Nigerians, noting 
that, “Joke Silva, Kunle Afolayan, Nike 
Okundaye and others on that board are 
tested hands and therefore cannot fail us”.

A
s the prestigious Af-
rica International Film 
Festival (AFRIFF) is 
reopening in Lagos for 

its 7th edition in November 2017, 
the body announces its call for 
entries.

The festival hosts in official 
competition several categories: 
short films, feature films, docu-
mentaries, animated films, and 
short films of film students.

Filmmakers have until July 30, 
2017 to submit their entries via 
https://filmfreeway.com/festi-
val/AFRIFF

Entries are also encouraged 
from French and francophone 
filmmakers in the following 
countries: Bénin, Burkina-Faso, 
Burundi, Cameroun, Central Af-
rican Republic, Comores, Congo 
Brazzaville, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Gabon, Guinea, Mali, 

AFRIFF 2017 
announces call 
for entries

Madagascar, Morocco, Maurita-
nia, Niger, Rwanda, Sénégal, Sey-
chelles, Chad, Togo, and Tunisia.

The film event, which pro-
motes and celebrates talents 
on African continent and the 
African Diaspora, is expanding 
its range of films in the compe-
tition on the occasion of its 7th 
edition. AFRIFF will present a 
programme featuring more films 
from French-speaking Africa 
and French films. The festival 
wishes for its 7th edition to hon-
or France and La Francophonie, 
in a long-term vision of artistic 
collaborations and partnerships.



Timaya wows Enugu with legendary act

W
hen it’s a combination of 
music and fun, Nigerians 
can never resist; that was 
the case this past week-
end in Enugu, when the 

Dance Hall maestro, Timaya , aka Egberi 
Papa One of Bayelsa, lit the Polo Park Mall, 
Abakaliki with his legendary performance, 
exciting the fun loving crowd.

The event was the popular annual mu-
sic show ‘The Real Deal Experience’ – put 
together by Nigeria’s fastest growing stout 
brand, Legend Extra Stout.

Headlining the Real Deal Experience 
music train for a record sixth time, the “Dem 
Mama” crooner ensured there was no single 
minute of boredom, wrapping up the crowd 
in a whirl of scintillating performances.

In fact, when the train hit the capital 
city of Enugu last weekend, expectations 
were very high and true to type, the show 
delivered great fun, high level excitement, 
and enjoyment of the finest locally brewed 
stout, Legend.

And in a manner reminiscent of a mass 
choir rehearsal, the fans joined in an 
hour-long sing-along, daring the singer to 
outshine them in his own game. Song for 
song, dance moves for dance moves, it was 
one-night residents of Enugu and Timaya 
himself would not forget in a long while.

Timaya entertained the crowd with his 
back to back hits; from his debut “Dem 
Mama” to “Ukwu” and the club banger “I 
concur,” the A-List performer treated his 
fans to a repertoire of his best songs as 
organiser made sure there was a flow of 
Legend stout for everyone present. The 
Tipsy Kelvano band and comedian, De Don 
added spice to the event with their fantastic 
performances.

With a full complementary live band, a 
state of the art stage, a crowd of loyal Leg-
end stout consumers and fun lovers, and 
Timaya’s unparalleled stagecraft, trademark 
energy and bravado known across the 

MABEL DIMMA

Lip Sync Battle Africa holds private screening

T
he second season of Lip Sync 
Battle Africa witnessed some 
of Nigeria’s hottest celebri-
ties come out for the private 
screening on April 18th at 

Genesis Deluxe Cinema, Palms Shop-
ping Mall in Lekki.

Lip Sync Battle Africa Season 2 prom-
ises more bops, more booty hops, more 

mic drops, more shade thrown and 
more sultry poses for viewers to savor 
as celebrities and entertainers from 
Nigeria and across the continent dance, 
dab and diss to a soundtrack of chart-
topping hits - all while striving to earn 
the Lip Sync Battle Africa winner’s belt.

This time around, more than 30 of 
the continents- hottest celebrities and 
entertainers –are expected to display 
their stuff in front of the Lip Sync Battle 
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length and breadth of Africa, there was 
really no way Real Deal Experience Enugu 
could have been anything short of a memo-
rable night for the residents of the coal city.

“It’s been a fantastic night I must say…
there was too much love from the fans. I 
can only say a big thank you to them for the 
love. I’ve been on the Real Deal Experience 
train for a while and it just keeps getting 
better. The platform provided by Legend 
Extra Stout is a great one, not just for me 
as a musician but also for local acts. You 
never know where you’ll get your break as 
an entertainer so I really commend Legend 
team for helping local talents too,” an excited 
Timaya said.

And that was not all for the night; for 
the first time in the history of the Real 

Deal Experience, a live simulation room 
was introduced to give consumers a more 
enriched experience of the brand, as they 
got to watch the different unique elements 
that make up Legend stout. There were also 
different game shows for the audience and 
hundreds went home with exciting prizes 
like flat screen TVs, generators, refrigerators 
and much more.

“As a leading stout brand in the country, 
we care a lot about consumer experience. 

We want to consistently engage our con-
sumers by delivering real value to them 
wherever they are. The Real Deal experi-
ence will continue to bring Nigeria’s biggest 
acts to every neighbourhood so fans can get 
to meet and interact with them on a more 
personal level, just as we continue to use the 
platform to promote local talents too,”  said 
Oluseun Lawal, Brand Manager, Legend 
Extra Stout.

“We are happy people had fun and we’ll 
continue to delight consumers in every city 
with the Real Deal Experience. So with good 
music, A-list artiste, loyal fans and plenty 
bottles of the finest stout, of course, you can 
only get a perfect night of fun,” he added.

Legend Extra Stout is a unique bitter tast-
ing premium stout, fully brewed from the 
finest ingredients and bottled under the 
highest quality standards. The Real Deal 
Experience is Legend’s signature annual 
nationwide music tour launched to better 
interact with the brand’s customers.

The tour takes Nigeria’s biggest music 
stars to the grassroots around the country 
to entertain Nigerians, giving them the 
wonderful experience they crave for and an 
opportunity to reward Legend’s consumers 
with exciting gifts. This year, the Real Deal 
Experience train has been to Nnewi and 
now Enugu- it will visit other cities in the 
coming weeks, so watch out.

studio audience. 
Guests in attendance at the event 

included: Vice President BET, Youth & 
Music for VIMN Africa, Monde Twala, 
Senior Marketing manager, Viacom 
Africa, Seun Oratokhai, Simi, DJ Exclu-
sive, Mr 2Kay, Gifty, Anita “Omalicha” 
Hughes, Gbemi Olateru-Olagbegi, Ehiz 
and IK Osakioduwa among others.

MTV Base is also giving viewers of the 
channel and lovers of music the chance 

to win one million naira & a VIP experi-
ence for two to an MTV Award show, 
just by lip syncing to your favorite song! 
You can be part of the lip syncing action 
too; the more creative your skills, the 
better your chances! To participate, use 
the hashtag #LSBChallenge and #iRep 
*insert what you want to rep* and chal-
lenge someone: a friend, a colleague, a 
family member or even a celebrity.



‘Reality TV is a big market to invest in’
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T
ell us a bit about yourself
I am Chinedu Ubachukwu; 
the 3rd child in a family of 
5 and the second son. I am a 
Petroleum Engineer by pro-

fession but also in the entertainment 
industry as a host, model and actor. I 
love music, politics and sports. I am from 
a humble Christian background. I love 
being challenged in a positive manner 
and I hate dishonesty and greed.

N10 million and a brand new SUV! 
How did that change your life?

10 million!!! We are talking about eight 
digits’ cash here, and besides the SUV 
was worth more than the cash prize. 
Apparently the SUV made me and still 
helps me make appearances with pride 
*laughs*. The show truly changed my 
social and financial status and I will re-
main ever grateful to God and Nigerian 
Breweries.

You won the last edition in 2014 and 
youngsters all over the country have 
been waiting for the 12th edition since 
then. Sadly, N10 million prize money 
as at 2014 is thrice its worth right now. 
Should the show continue?

Yes, not just youngsters but every-
one has been looking forward to the 
12th edition. I’m still being asked on 
my social media handle and literally 
people stop me just to ask when the 
next edition will be. I really want to see 
the next edition more than anyone else 
and I pray it returns soonest.

Any idea why there has been a long 
pause in between?

It’s not like a long pause per say. The 
organizers have done bigger stuffs 
since 2014. Basically, they wanted to 
get to direct consumers. So rather than 
reward 12 people via GUS, they decided 
to reward thousands of Nigerians via 
promos where about 20 cars and con-
solation prizes were given out.

The show recorded the death of one 
of the contestants during the fourth 
edition at Shere Hills in Jos. Were you 
scared for your life and safety at the 
time you participated?

If you don’t take risks in life, you will 
never know. I always tend to look at 
the positives in every facet of life than 
the negatives. It’s unfortunate that 
someone passed away but we thank 
God that the show came back better and 
stronger. Although, I nearly peed in my 
pants during the last day of screening at 
Apapa (Sea School) were we had to jump 
off a ship into the water, *laughs*. A man 
just got to do what a man got to do. The 
security and medical care was top notch 
and I think we got extra security from 
Anambra state as at then.

Asides from the prize money, what 
personal and interpersonal growth 
did you achieve by being on the show?

Oh yes, enormous growth. As I speak 
to you I am a proud Master’s degree 
holder in Petroleum Engineering from 
the University of Aberdeen. I had lots 
and still have lots of privileges just 

In its last week alone, the Big Brother Nigeria 2017 reality show recorded a whopping 26 million votes and rewarded its winner with 
N25 million, and a Kia Sorento SUV ,while the first runner up was appointed as a ‘ONE’ Ambassador (a girl-child education advocacy 
group). Various reactions have trailed the show and generally the future of reality shows in the Nigerian entertainment sphere. In 
this interview, KAy UgwUEdE speaks with ChINEdU UBAChUKwU, winner of the gulder Ultimate Search (gUS) 2014 on the long break 
of the show and the future of reality TV in Nigeria.

courtesy of winning GUS
In addition to being a brand aware-

ness platform for the Gulder brand, do 
you think the show would have done 
more for tourism in Nigeria given 
the locations of each edition? Does it 
have the potential to grow the tourism 
industry?

I think Nigeria is still a little bit behind 
in the tourism industry at the moment 
because all these locations are very epic 
that in the western world, people will 
make a trip to sites such as these to have 
a feel of it. So yes, with time I think it 
might work hand in hand to boost the 
tourism industry for example in Agul-
eri where the season I participated in 
held, I got to see where Eri one of the 

sons of Gad (The Son of Jacob) in Genesis 
46:16 sojourned and I honestly never 
heard the story until I got there.

The Tenth Symbol, The Lost Helmet 
of General Maximillian, The General’s 
Helment; these were fables right?

*laughs real hard* Come on, these are 
no tales!! These stories are real life oc-
currences that took place decades ago, 
just like true tales of so many other 
lost treasures all over the world. Many 
young men and women had failed in 
times past; GUS is just a platform where 
the bravest and smartest warriors ven-
ture to retrieve these elements.

Let’s talk about reality shows. Should 
shows like Big Brother be allowed to 

continue airing or are we losing the 
mental capabilities of our future gen-
eration to ‘meaningless shows’ with 
the promise of great wealth?

 I can’t stand against any show being 
aired or not, you know. Because you 
have no obligations to tune in if you 
don’t want to view. Besides I must give 
a big thumb up to the Big Brother Naija 
organizers this year on how they trans-
formed it from a show where shower 
hours and all sorts were the only high-
lights into a platform where you can 
become a UN ambassador and so on.

The main peeve a lot of Nigerians had 
about the Big Brother show was that it 
promoted immorality and values alien 
to us. I mean when compared to GUS 
where you learnt stamina and survival 
and perseverance, are they correct?

I think that notion would have been 
true some years back. From this edition, 
a ONE ambassador and brand ambas-
sadors were made. Housemates discov-
ered their acting and singing skills and 
so on. So these shows, like I said, need 
not be compared.

And taking the show to South Africa 
should have been a wake-up call to the 
government?

Nothing moves our government, I 
suppose.

Since we can’t compare these shows, 
do you think reality shows should 
be more diverse, because I see a huge 
market in reality TV in Nigeria?

Yes, sure. It’s a prospective big mar-
ket to be invested in and an avenue to 
change the lives of young Nigerians too. 
The success of this edition of the Big 
Brother show points to that.

Why do you think the BBNaijas’ and 
GUS’ and Project Fames’ have more 
viewership than the entrepreneurial 
reality shows for example?

*laughs* The suspense, the twists and 
turns will keep you glued. Its entertain-
ment mixed with whatever the show 
portrays unlike the entrepreneurial 
shows.

So they are boring?
They are not boring at all. But people 

will rather watch something enter-
taining like music or sports just for 
the entertainment factor- that’s the 
truth. I strongly believe an element of 
entertainment must be in the mix for 
these shows to succeed without stray-
ing from the goals and core values the 
show seeks to portray to its audience.

GUS and Big Brother – which would 
you choose, all things being equal?

GUS, at least my fate is in my hands.
Would you share with us your future 

plans?
I am working on expanding my foun-

dation for children and maybe grab 
another degree while I carry on with 
a regular 9-5. Nothing beats hands-on 
experience. In four years, I should be 
the new face in the political space in 
Nigeria.



On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Actor, director and narrator Morgan Freeman was born 
on June 1, 1937, in Memphis, Tennessee.

As a kid, Freeman spent a good portion of his time 
scraping together enough money to see movies, where 
he formed an early admiration for actors like Gary Coo-
per, Spencer Tracy and Sidney Poitier.

It was by chance that Freeman himself got into act-
ing. He was in junior high school and, as punishment 
for pulling out a chair from underneath a girl he had 
a crush on, Freeman was ordered to participate in the 
school’s drama competition. To his surprise, and prob-
ably school administrators, the 12-year-old proved to be 
an immediate natural on the stage, taking top honors in 
the program. 

But while Freeman loved to act, flying—in particu-
lar the idea of being a fighter pilot—was in his heart of 
hearts. And so, upon graduating high school in 1955, 
Morgan turned down a partial drama scholarship and 
joined the U.S. Air Force.

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

 While attending the University of Chicago, Peirce 
moved to Kobe, Japan for two years to work as 
a photographer and teach English, and then to 
New York City to work as a photography intern 
for Time magazine under photojournalist Alfred 
Eisenstaedt. She then returned to the University 
of Chicago to graduate with a degree in English 
and Japanese Literature. Peirce then enrolled at 
Columbia University, to pursue an MFA in film. 
While at Columbia, Peirce completed The Last 
Good Breath, an experimental short film about 
two star-crossed lovers caught amidst a world 
war in which one lover always lives and the other 
always dies. The short screened as part of the 
Leopards of Tomorrow program at the Locarno 
International Film Festival.
Peirce directed a remake of the 1976 horror film 
Carrie, released on October 18, 2013, and starring 
Chloë Grace Moretz in the lead role.
On February 16, 2011 it was announced that 

Morgan Freeman Kimberly Peirce
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PETE’S DRAGON
 

Mr. Meacham, a woodcarver, delights 
local children with stories of a mys-
terious dragon that lives deep in the 
woods of the Pacific Northwest. His 

daughter Grace believes these are just 
tall tales, until she meets Pete...

April 26 2017 
7:30

Pure Genius

Young Silicon Valley billionaire James 
Bell is not one to sit idle and wait for 
things to happen, so building state-

of-the-art Bunker Hill Hospital is the 
natural progression for his interest in 

treating rare medical conditions. 

April 23 2017 
13:15

War Room
With great jobs, a beautiful daughter 

and a dream house, the Jordans 
seem to have it all. Appearances can 
be deceiving, however, as husband 
Ton flirts with temptation and wife 

Elizabeth becomes increasingly bitter, 
crumbling under the strain of a...

April 25 2017 
17:00

When We Rise
Academy-Award winner Dustin 

Lance Black executive produces this 
miniseries chronicling the real-life 

personal and political struggles, set-
backs, and triumphs of diverse LGBT 
activists who played integral roles in 
pioneering their leg of the U.S. civil 
rights movement from its infancy.

April 27 2017 
23:00

Submerged
 

Friends are targeted by kidnap-
pers and have to fight to survive 
after their limo is forced into a 

canal.
April  28 2017 

17:45

Misfire

A fearless DEA agent wages a 
one-man crusade against drug 
cartels on the Mexican border 
when his ex-wife is kidnapped 

and held in Tijuana.
April 23 2017 

22:51

The Replacement Killers
Hired assassin John Lee is 
asked by Chinatown crime 

boss Terence Wei to murder the 
young son of policeman Stan 
Zedkov Lee has the boy in his 
sights, but his conscience gets 

the better of him, and he spares 
the child’s life.
April 26 2017 

8:32

Southpaw
Billy “The Great” Hope, the 

reigning junior middleweight 
boxing champion, has an 

impressive career, a loving wife 
and daughter, and a lavish life-
style. However, when tragedy 
strikes, Billy hits rock bottom, 

losing his family, his house and 
his manager. 
April 28 2017 

21:05
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TOMORROW NEVER DIES
 

Media mogul Elliot Carver 
wants his news empire to reach 

every country on the globe, 
but the Chinese government 

will not allow him to broadcast 
there. Carver doesn’t take no for 
an answer and plans to use his 
media empire to fuel flames of 

war between the Western world 
and China.

April 23 2017 
1:05 

GoldenEye
When a powerful satellite 

system falls into the hands of 
Alec Trevelyan, AKA Agent 006 a 
former ally-turned-enemy, only 
James Bond can save the world 

from an awesome space weapon 
that -- in one short pulse -- 

could destroy the earth!
April 28 2017 

22:40

Nightcrawler
Los Angeles denizen Louis 

Bloom survives by scavenging 
and petty theft. He stumbles into 

a new career as a cameraman 
and - armed with a camcorder 
and police scanner -- begins 

nocturnal forays across the city 
in search of shocking and grisly 

crimes. 
April 28 2017 

20:37 

The World Is Not Enough
Bond must race to defuse an 
international power struggle 

with the world’s oil supply hang-
ing in the balance. Elektra King 

is the daughter of a murdered oil 
tycoon whom Bond is assigned 

to protect.
April 26 2017 

00:25

BILLY MADISON
 

Man-child Billy Madison has been 
a spoiled rich kid all his life, and 

spends his days drinking and party-
ing. When his father, hotel magnate 
Brian becomes fed up with his son’s 

irresponsible ways, he issues an 
ultimatum. 

April 24 2017 
12:05

Glory Road
After being appointed the new 

coach of the 1966 Texas Miners, Don 
Haskins decides to build a team 

based on talent rather than race. The 
conservative townsfolk balk at the 
new racially diverse lineup despite 
the fact that the team is winning all 

their games.
April 23 2017 

00:45

Calendar Girls
A Women’s Institute chapter’s fun-

draising effort for a local hospital by 
posing nude for a calendar becomes 

a media sensation.
April  25 2017 

3:40 

School of Rock
Overly enthusiastic guitarist Dewey 
Finn gets thrown out of his bar band 
and finds himself in desperate need 
of work. Posing as a substitute music 
teacher at an elite private elementary 

school, he exposes his students to 
the hard rock gods he idolizes and 

emulates...March 25 2017 

LAW & ORDER
 

Filmed on location in New York, the 
drama showcases the sometimes-
complex process of determining 

guilt or innocence, while lives hang 
in the balance. Often inspired by the 
latest headlines, the plots highlight 
legal, ethical or personal dilemmas.

April 23 2017 
5:50

Minority Report
Based on a story by famed science 

fiction writer Philip K. Dick, “Minority 
Report” is an action-detective thriller 
set in Washington D.C. in 2054, where 
police utilize a psychic technology to 
arrest and convict murderers before 

they commit their crime. 
April 25 2017 

1:35

NYPD Blue
This Steven Bochco-produced series 

pulls few punches in portraying 
the day-to-day lives of cops in New 

York’s 15th Precinct. Characters’ per-
sonal lives intertwine with the cases 
they work, which often deal with the 
worst elements the city has to offer.

April 25 2017 
2:10

Blue Bloods
Tom Selleck stars as Frank Reagan, 

the New York Police Commis-
sioner, and patriarch of the Reagan 
clan, a multigenerational family of 
cops. Frank’s oldest son is Danny, 

a seasoned detective and Iraqi War 
veteran who occasionally uses dubi-

ous tactics to solve cases.
April 23 2017 

9:35

THE ART OF MORE
 

The Art of More is an American televi-
sion series which debuted on November 

9, 2015, on Crackle. On December 2, 
2015, Crackle renewed the series for 
a second season which consists of 10 

episodes.
April 28 2017 

2:00

Angie Tribeca
Executive producer Steve Carell recruits 

Rashida Jones, his former co-star in 
“The Office,” for the lead role in a police 
procedural that plays out like a small-

screen version of “The Naked Gun.”
April 22 2017 

17:50

Aftermath
When civilization reaches its apocalyp-

tic end, the Copeland family survives 
the end of the world as they know it, 
but what will the new world be like? 

Turns out its scary, with supernatural 
creatures, massive storms and a plague 

among the things that the Copelands 
must deal...

April 23 2017 
22:00

The Magicians
Quentin Coldwater, a grad student at 

Brakebills College for Magical Pedago-
gy, has been fascinated by the magical 
fantasy world since he was young. But 
as he has gotten older, Quentin and his 
20-something friends have discovered 

that the magical world...
April 29 2017 

3:10 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

Freeman’s big career break came 1967 when he landed 
a part in an all African-American Broadway production of 
Hello, Dolly! starring Pearl Bailey. Around that time, Free-
man also performed in an off-Broadway production of The 
Nigger Lovers.

In 1987, Freeman’s fortunes changed when he was 
cast in the film Street Smart, which placed the actor on the 
screen as the volatile pimp Fast Black. The role proved to be 
huge success for Freeman, earning him an Oscar nomina-
tion for Best Supporting Actor.

Sunday 23 April 2017C002D5556

Peirce will direct the crime thriller The 
Knife, about two men from opposite 
sides of the law who must overcome 
their mistrust of one another and risk 
their lives in order to infiltrate the 
organization of a ruthless gang leader 
threatening to spread armed violence 
across Los Angeles and the urban 
centers of America.
Peirce is in negotiations to direct and 
executive produce a limited series 
for USA Network written by Andre 
Jacquemetton and Maria Jacquemet-
ton (Mad Men).



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Now showing @ Silverbird Cinemas, 

Festival Mall, FESTAC THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

 Synopsis:
Thought safely en-
tombed in a crypt 
deep beneath the 
desert, an ancient 
princess whose desti-
ny was unjustly taken 
from her is awakened 
in the modern era, 
bringing with her 
malevolence grown 

The 1hr 50mins movie featured acts 
like Bimbo Akintola, Wole Ojo, Dayo 
Amusa, Toyin Abraham, Funsho Ade-
olu, Taiwo Okunlola, Toyin Alausa 
and many more. The movie talked 
about a star and how she managed 
her marriage with 
stardom.
Pa t h e t i c  s t a r t e d 
on a good note so 
I thought as it fea-
tured the renowned 
actress Bimbo Akin-
tola, whom so many 
love and would be 
happy to watch again 
and again, but this 
was very far from 
being one of her good movies, the 
movie started with revealing to us 
how successful she was as a Star and 
how she sacrificed a lot to make her 
marriage work.
Unfortunately for her she had no clue 
that her husband was HIV positive as 
he had chains of girlfriends outside 

The Mummy  PATHETIC
their matrimonial home. 
Well the rest of the movie was about him, try-
ing to convince the police that he was innocent 
till they found the CCTV memory card that got 
missing from him revealing how he kill his wife 
and the maid. 

This movie deserves a 4/10 it 
wasn’t good for me at all, so 
many things were wrong with it, 
the use of the same words and 
some scenes so many times, 
poor audio and casting, I felt 
there were some disjoints in 
between the acts and the roles 
chosen, the storyline didn’t cut 
it at all for me, there were a lot of 
mistakes and some scenes didn’t 
add up, I kept wondering at the 

end why the police didn’t go into the house to 
save the girl after she called knowing fully the 
kind of man they were dealing with.
Reviewer: Linda Ochugbua  
Interested readers can also review a movie of his or 
her choice of not more than 200 words and sends 
to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

 Synopsis:
Maddy (Amandla Stenberg) is a smart, 
curious and imaginative 18-year-old 
who is unable to leave the protection 
of the hermetically-sealed environ-
ment within her house because of 
an illness. 
Initial release: 18 May 2017 (Ger-
many)
Director: Stella Meghie 

Everything, Everything

King Arthur: Legend 
of the Sword
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NEWS
 Synopsis:
The team struggles to keep its 
newfound family together as it 
tires to unravel the mystery of 
Peter Quill’s true parentage in 
the outer reaches of the galaxy.
Initial release: 25 April 2017 
(Italy)
Director: James Gunn

 

 Synopsis:
Lifelong buddies 
Willie (Morgan 
Freeman), Joe 
(Michael Caine) 
and Albert (Alan 
Arkin) decide to 
buck retirement 
and step off the 
straight-and-
narrow when their 
pension funds be-
come a corporate 
casualty. 
Initial release: 6 
April 2017 (Russia)
Director: Zach 
Braff

OKAFOR’S LAW OMUGWO
GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY Beyoncé Flaunts Baby 

Bump, Celebrates Easter 
in Los Angeles

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS

GOING IN STYLE

over millennia 
and terrors that 
defy human com-
prehension.
Initial release: 
2017 (Brazil)
Director : Alex 
Kurtzman

 
Beyoncé With Mom Tina Lawson and Kelly 
Rowland
Beyonce celebrated Easter Sunday with her 
mom, Tina Lawson, and her bestie, Kelly 
Rowland, in Los Angeles, where she showed 
off her growing baby bump.
Tina took to Instagram on Sunday to share 
some snapshots from her family’s epic Easter 
extravaganza, including this sweet pic with 
her daughter and Kelly.
Tina captioned the cute pic, referring to 
daughter Solange, who was attending the 
massive music festival in Indio, California.
Beyonce flaunted her pregnant figure in a 
form-fitting eggshell gown that hugged her 
sizeable baby bump. It’s rumored that the 
Lemonade singer is expected to welcome her 
twins sometime in June.
Tina also shared a heartfelt Easter message 
in an Instagram video, wishing everyone 
a happy holiday, as well as a clip showing 
some of the fun festivities.
Beyonce announced in February that she and 
husband Jay Z — who are already parents to 
their adorable 5-year-old daughter, Blue Ivy 
— are expecting twins.
The “Formation” singer was set to headline 
at Coachella this year, but had to pull out fol-
lowing the advice of her doctors.
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 Synopsis:
Chuks (aka Terminator) 
is an ardent player with 
the ladies. He enjoys 
the attention of women, 
including girlfriends from 
the past. He believes that 
once a man has had a 
woman, he forever has 
access to her.
Saturday: 4:35PM, 9:10PM
Sunday: 4:35PM, 9:10PM
Monday: 4:35PM, 9:10PM
Tuesday: 4:35PM, 9:10PM
Wednesday: 4:35PM, 9:10PM
Thursday: 4:35PM, 9:10PM 

Power Rangers
Synopsis:
A group of high-school students, who are 
infused with unique superpowers, harness 
their abilities in order to save the world.
Saturday: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 6:50PM
Sunday: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 6:50PM
Monday: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 6:50PM
Tuesday: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 6:50PM
Wednesday: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 6:50PM
Thursday: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 6:50PM

Gold
Synopsis:
Kenny Wells, a prospector desperate for a 
lucky break, teams up with a similarly eager 
geologist and sets off on a journey to find 
gold in the uncharted jungle of Indonesia.
Friday: 2:35PM, 6:55PM
Saturday:  2:35PM, 6:55PM
Sunday:  2:35PM, 6:55PM
Monday:  2:35PM, 6:55PM
Tuesday:  2:35PM, 6:55PM
Wednesday:  2:35PM, 6:55PM
Thursday:  2:35PM, 6:55PM

Smurfs: The Lost Village
Synopsis:
In this fully animated, all-new take on the 
Smurfs, a mysterious map sets Smurfette and 
her friends Brainy, Clumsy and Hefty on an 
exciting race through the Forbidden Forest...
Friday: 10:45AM, 5:05PM
Saturday: 10:45AM, 5:05PM
Sunday: 10:45AM, 5:05PM

Synopsis:
W h e n 
y o u n g 
A r t h u r ’ s 
f a t h e r  i s 
murdered, 
Vortigern, 
A r t h u r ’ s 
u n c l e , 
seizes the 
c r o w n . 
Robbed of 
his  bir th-
right and with no idea that 
he truly is, Arthur comes up 
the hard way in the back al-
leys of the city.
Initial release: 2017 (Belarus)

 
Synopsis:
A young civil engi-
neer who married 
an online Radio 
Personality has 
just given birth. 
Coloured by their 
different cultural 
backgrounds, their mothers-in-law 
forcefully move in with the couple 
to perform the Igbo child care rite 
called, Omugwo.
Friday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 9:15PM
Saturday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 9:15PM
Sunday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 9:15PM
Monday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 9:15PM
Tuesday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 9:15PM
Wednesday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 
9:15PM
Thursday: 2:50PM, 4:50PM, 9:15PM

CHIPS
Synopsis:
A rookie officer is teamed with a 
hardened pro at the California High-
way Patrol, though the newbie soon 
learns his partner is really an under-
cover Fed investigating a heist that 
may involve some crooked cops.
Friday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM
Saturday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM
Sunday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM
Monday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM
Tuesday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM
Wednesday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM
Thursday: 10:35AM, 7:20PM

LOTANNA
Synopsis:
a story of a young boy who discovers 
at an early age that he has to offset a 
debt owed to a mysterious stranger 
called Don Clef, by his late father.
Friday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 9:15PM
Saturday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 9:15PM
Sunday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 9:15PM
Monday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 9:15PM
Tuesday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 9:15PM
Wednesday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 
9:15PM
Thursday: 12:40pM, 3:05PM, 9:15PM

Synopsis:
With Dom and Letty married, 
Brian and Mia retired and the rest 
of the crew exonerated, the globe-
trotting team has found some 
semblance of a normal life. They 

soon face an 
unexpected 
challenge 
when a myste-
rious woman 
named Cipher 
forces Dom to 
betray them 
all. 
Initial release: 
April 2017 
(Belgium)
Director: F. 
Gary Gray
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SIKIRAT SHEHU

F
orty years in marriage is no 
mean feat; what is the secret?

The secret of our success in 
marriage is God. We allowed 
Jesus Christ to be our founda-

tion, knowing that all things worked 
together for good and for those that 
love God. That has helped us all through 
our marital life right from April 1977 to 
date. Our staying together has all been 
well as God continues to bless us won-
derfully. We are together as husband 
and wife and then see each other as 
brother and sister. We did not allow 
temptations to come to either as much 
as possible. God allows us to be together 
against the wish of devil. We traveled 
together, my wife always accompanies 
me and I also do, when I was working 
at Egbe, she always joined me from 
Friday and we returned back to Ilorin 
on Sunday. We go to market, put on 
clothes together. Our togetherness has 
encouraged many people in my church 
to do the same and even our children; 
they see us together, so they too have 
patterned their lives after ours. The 
chords of love and friendship that bind 
us have remained intact.

Are you saying there were no chal-
lenges?

Although there were lots of chal-
lenges, God saw us through; marriage 
is to be enjoyed and not tolerated. We 
have always being together except dur-
ing our time of educational pursuit and 
that was the most trying time when I 
went to Britain for my post graduate 
programme, my wife went for her NCE 
programme and we left the children 
with my in-laws in Ilorin for three 
years. When you are alone, anything 
can happen but with God on our sides, 
we all joined together after our studies 
and continued to live a normal life.

What is the focus of the book that 
you launched?

We decided to put in a book dedi-
cated to the marriage. The book titled 
‘Twelve Years of Courtship; Forty Years 
of Marriage’ centers on our marriage 
experience, as God allowed us to court 
for 12 years. He did not allow the devil 
to stop us from marrying each other. 
We have been married for 40 years 
and God did not allow any situation to 
affect our relationship to the extent that 
the marriage discontinues. The book 
also contains all aspects of successful 
marriage.

How did you manage those mo-
ments of marital crises?

There was a time we were in Kabba, 

In the last 40 years, God is the secret 
of our marital success – UITH Surgeon

my wife did something I disliked. I 
went to the hospital that day, when I 
returned, I was hungry. Though my 
wife cooked, I did not go to the table, I 
just went straight to the kitchen, got a 
bowl, put some garri and water, then 
secretly went back to the bedroom.

As I was about drinking the garri, my 
wife came without knowing, she just 
knelt beside me, pleading and that was 

the end. Then I discovered that I was 
foolish in my decision because I pro-
vided money for the food but I refused 
to eat the same food. That was the last 
time I ever behaved like that.

What’s your message and advice to 
couples?

Every marriage should be built on 
the solid rock of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is the only one that can make your 
marriage to be successful. What the 
devil attacks most is marriage; he does 
not want any marriage to succeed. 
Without God and Christ in your life, 
the devil will manipulate your marriage 
against the wish of God. If the devil 
does not attack you with barrenness, 
he attacks the wife or husband with 
one evil or the other that they can-
not understand themselves. If parents 
are successful, the devil attacks the 
children. Thus, without prayers for ev-
erybody in the family, the attack of the 
devil will be terrible. My advice is that, 
couples should stay together, love each 
other and treat each other as brother 

and sister of the same parent and when 
they have any challenge, they should 
treat it together and settle it amicably.

However, any of our children has 
one challenge or the other, my wife and 
I stood together, struggled and prayed 
for the child and to God be the glory out 
of four children that God gave us - two 
are Medical doctors, one Engineer and 
the last born is studying at the Univer-
sity of Ilorin. We encountered problems 
while bringing them up but thank God 
they are blessed today. When children 
are wayward, or are not doing well, 
both parents should help the children 
because that is the only way out of not 
losing the child, not by way of death.

When you stay with them, you assist 
them and they do well and at the end 
of the day, everybody is happy. Our 
first born always prayed to have a wife 
like his mother and God answered his 
prayers, the wife is like the mother. So, 
we have to be praying for the children 
because prayers are one of the debts we 
owe our children till we die.

For seeing him through a forty-year journey in marriage, Samuel Babatunde Agaja, a professor of surgery, head 
of department; Anatomy and Surgery, University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital (UITH), Ilorin, he was full of gratitude 
to God. SIKIRAT SHEHU met up with him during his wedding anniversary and book launch, which held recently 
and he spoke on the journey of twelve years in courtship and forty years of marriage, his marital experience and 
how God made it a success story, among other issues. Excerpts:

Every marriage should be 
built on the solid rock of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the 

only one that can make your 
marriage to be successful. 

What the devil attacks most 
is marriage; he does not 

want any marriage to 
succeed. 
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L-R: Peter Obi, former governor of Anambra State, keynote speaker 1; Mosun Belo-Olusoga, chairman, Ac-
cess Bank, keynote speaker 2;  Evelyn Oputu, former MD of Bank of Industry,  and Udo Okonjo, chief host, 
founder, Inspired Women of worth (iWOW) and CEO/vice chairman of Fine and Country West Africa at the 
iWOW annual Global Possibility Summit in Lagos recently.

W
h e n  w o m -
e n ,  u n d e r 
t h e  a e g i s 
of Inspire d 
W o m e n  o f 

Worth (iWOW), gathered re-
cently for the Global Possibili-
ties Summit (GPS) 2017, how to 
break off life and business limi-
tations, which they referred to 
as Glass Ceiling, was the focal 
point of discussion at the two-
day event.

An initiative through which 
women speak to themselves 
and other women, iWOW, 
launched in Johannesburg in 
2010 by Udo Okonjo along with 
women from eight countries, is 
a leadership and business net-
work for purposeful women 
who are committed to doing a 
world of good.

It has hosted multiple in-
ternational conferences and 
is committed to reaching as 
many women as possible with 
its uniquely crafted message of 
purpose, power and unlimited 
possibilities for all women and 
families.

GPS 2017 was a transforma-
tional business and life event 
aimed at inspiring, encourag-
ing and equipping women to 
break beyond every kind of 
limitation—be it environmen-
tal, economic, societal, cultural, 
political or corporate.

The theme for the summit 
was ‘No Glass Ceiling’, a tra-
ditional expression referring 
to corporate challenges for 
women rising to top leadership, 
but which at this event was 
expanded to include any iden-
tifiable barrier that restricts 
people from achieving their 
highest potential.

With approximately 250 
mostly women and Nigerian 
top business leaders, speakers, 
trainers and coaches providing 
inspiration and practical guid-
ance, the summit achieved its 
mission of igniting personal 
transformation and business 
growth for those that attended.

The event which was de-
signed specifically to address 
the challenges women face 

Minister of Women 
Affairs and Youth 
Development, Sena-

tor Aisha Alhassan, recently 
stated that  women in the 
country remain perpetually 
in disadvantaged position 
economically, because of their 
inability to access available 
credit facilities in the financial 
sector.

CHUKA UROKO

GPS 2017: When women gather to 
break off life, business limitations

rising to the top in business, es-
pecially in the corporate world 
was segmented into various 
sessions as presented below:

The first day of the summit 
kicked-off with the Executive 
Business Mastermind based on 
the Go Mega business growth 
series,  designed and facili-
tated by Udo Okonjo, Founder, 
iWOW and CEO at Fine and 
Country West Africa.  The 
theme of the mastery s es-
sion was, ‘Creating your Own 
Economy’ with which Okonjo 
encouraged women to build 
their own ‘houses’, (a metaphor 
for businesses or indispens-
ability factor for those in paid 
employment)  to eliminate the 
fear of ceilings.

She also enjoined the guests 
to focus and dominate a sec-
tor or market segment before 
diversifying and getting dis-
tracte d by multiple opp or-
tunities. Chizor Malize, CEO, 
Brandzone Consulting, shared 
lessons on ‘Building a Stand Out 
brand’ by building meaningful 
personal brands that stand for 
something significant, while 
Oke Maduewesi, CEO, Zaron 
Cosmetics, contributed her 
business perspective and case 
study, drawing on the lessons 
of affordability, accessibility 
and quality which have helped 
her grow her brand both locally 
and across Africa in a tough 
economy. The guests also brain-
stormed lessons on defying the 
glass ceiling for business own-
ers, shared specially for the 
summit by Ibukun Awosika, 
the chairwoman of First Bank 
Plc.

In the evening that same 
day, there was town hall ses-
sion with the theme as ‘The Big 
Conversation’ during  which 
questions were asked if there 
was a Glass Ceiling in culture, 
environment, finances  etc.

It was an evening of knowl-
edge, entertainment, empow-
erment and transformation. 
The conversation had an array 
of speakers which included 
Myma Belo- Osagie Oje of the 
founding partners of Udo Udo-
ma & Belo Osagie, a leading Law 
firm; Tara Fela-Durotoye, CEO 
of House of Tara; Bisi Lami-

Alhassan spoke in Ile Ife, 
Osun state while declaring 
open the first edition of Ooni 
Annual Women Empower 
Workshop held at Oba Oku-
nade Sijuade Hall, Enuwa.

Represented by Anetu Ann 
Aliyu, the Director of Women 
and Gender Affairs, the minis-
ter said statistics have shown 
that women in the country 
only have access to less than 
5% of the available credit facili-

kanra, Senior Partner at KPMG; 
Ego Boyo, a pioneer in the 
entertainment industry and 
Lanre Olusola, an acclaimed 
life coach.

Following the debate by the 
panel, Aig Imokhuede, chair-
man of Coronation C apital 
and President of the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange, spoke on the 
‘Corporate Glass Ceiling: A 
Myth or Reality’, with a charge 
that women ought to think 
more politically while acting 
strategically.

He state d that there are 
clear c eilings but they are 
surmountable with all parties 
including men joining forces 
to eliminate them in the work 
place.  Tony Rapu, Senior Pas-
tor of This Present House and 
Chairman of Freedom Founda-
tion also addressed the cultural 
and religious perspective on 
the ceilings that women face, 
admonishing them to let their 
voices be heard collectively for 
bolder impact.

The second day of the sum-
mit was its high point with 
two plenary sessions and a 
GPS round table discussion 
with Mosun Belo- Olusoga, 
chairman, Access Bank, Evelyn 
Oputu, former MD of Bank of 
Industry, both role models for 
many corporate women.

ties in the financial sector.
She however disclosed that 

the Ministry of Women Affairs 
under her leadership is gradu-
ally reversing the trend, adding 
that one of the measures intro-
duced to empower women is 
establishment of the National 
Women Empowerment Fund.

Alhassan expressed the 
readiness of her ministry to 
partner Ooni of Ife, Oba Adey-
eye Ogunwusi, in his effort to 

Peter Obi, former governor 
of Anambra State, who pre-
sented the keynote address 
set the tone for the morning 
session.  Obi touched on the 
need for women to participate 
actively in politics. He charged 
them to get involved and be 
co-creators of the future they 
want for their children. Obi 
proposed that women should 
actively engage themselves in 
building public wealth.

Belo-Olusoga, encouraged 
women to define success for 
themselves, and be clear what 
their personal values are, while 
adopting diligence, excellence 
and commitment as workplace 
values to put them on top, while 
Oputu advised women to dis-
cover and define themselves 
and their own terms of success, 
while playing like men with 
courage, and yet winning like 
women with style and emo-
tional intelligence.

The GPS Roundtable, which 
focused on ‘Creating your Own 
Silver Spoon’, had Chude Jide-
onwu, of Red Media, Osayi 
Alile, Development Consul-
tant,  and Stephanie Obi,  a 
New Media coach for people 
who want to amplify their 
messages or services. The in-
sightful Roundtable session 
preceded the second plenary 

break shackles of poverty rav-
aging womenfolk by providing 
training in vocations for them, 
and making funds available to 
start businesses. 

Yeyeluwa Zainab Wuraola 
Ogunwusi, wife of Ooni, in 
her remarks, said 200 women 
selected across Ile Ife would be 
trained for two weeks in dif-
ferent vocations, to empower 
them with skills, and facilitate 
credit facilities for them to set 

session which was anchored 
by The Catalyst, Lanre Olusola 
and Patrick Nwakogo, Country 
Director and CEO at Dale Carn-
egie Nigeria.

Patrick Nwakogo’s session 
dealt with Effective Commu-
nication and Influence, show-
ing guests how to build great 
relationships at work through 
increasing their influence quo-
tient, while using communica-
tion as a platform. Lanre round-
ed off the summit sessions on 
the topic, ‘Your Wealth Files’, 
addressing very profoundly 
and in a practical manner how 
to break free from limiting 
beliefs which ultimately affect 
our financial mind-sets and 
lifestyles. He talked about a 
lack of emotional mastery be-
ing a source of stress and most 
illnesses.

This year’s GPS ended on a 
profound note, with the Possi-
bilities in Action Award given 
to a woman who has taken her 
personal challenges and ceil-
ings and created a pathway for 
others to benefit. The award 
went to Hauwa, who runs ‘She 
Writes Woman’, an online and 
mental health support group 
platform for raising awareness, 
increasing ac c eptanc e and 
helping people with mental 
illness.

up.
Speaking, Ooni Adeyeye 

Ogunwusi urged the benefi-
ciaries to be serious with the 
training and acquire possible 
skills, assuring them of his 
support..

He said close to 200 women 
are working in his palace, 
adding that the workshop 
was part of his larger plans to 
further empower women in 
his domain.

“Nigerian women poor because of inability to access credit facilities”
BOLA BAMIGBOLA, Osogbo
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KEMI ADEYEMI

CHINWE OBINWANNE

Tips to get back in 
shape after Easter

The old man needs 
to give way

A
s a young girl, I de-
tested shopping; I 
don’t mean grocery 
and supermarket 
walk-ins, I am re-

ferring to the likes of sub-urban 
African markets, like Balogun 
and Idumota in Lagos, Nigeria 
where your movement is in 
rhythm with the movement of 
the crowd, young and old scur-
rying along so fast for whatever 
reasons and of course powerful 

again and for the third time it 
was the wrong one! By this time, 
I was really ashamed of myself 
and horrified at how close I was 
to twenty and yet lacked such 
domestic skills.

Did you just say, “Why didn’t 
I ask the traders in the market?” 
Because I was not just shy but 
also very arrogant; I wouldn’t 
want anyone to know my flaws, 
won’t they look down at me 
asking for species of vegetable 
at this age? So I’d rather waste 
effort going in circles rather than 

The Easter celebrations were 
last week and it was a time 
to enjoy the many indul-

gences that come with it. If like 
me, you’ve let yourself go a little 
bit by forgetting to exercise for a 
few days and eating all the great 
tasting food and drinks in celebra-
tion of the Risen Christ, don’t feel 
guilty.

You shouldn’t feel ashamed 
of giving yourself some love by 
indulging and enjoying this time of 
the year. But the idea is to get back 
on track with your fitness goals. If 
you’ve over-indulged, now is the 
time to get it back together.

Pen down your fitness goals 
and stick with them

The freedom of treating your-
self this Easter break without the 
constant assailing thought of what 
you ‘should’ be eating or what ex-
ercise you should be doing is bliss 
and also very necessary every 
once in a while.

But, if you want a great body 
and excellent health, you need 
to take a step back to discipline 
yourself and meticulously plan 
your diet and workout routines. 
It’s time to realize that holiday 
mode is over, so seriously activate 
the fit and healthy mode.

I find that one way to attack 
these goals head on is by writing 
them down along with a plan of 
action- you can do that too. Write 
down what you want to achieve; 
the plan to achieve it and record 
the results as you go. You can start 
by planning your meal and fitness 
routines on Sundays for the new 
week.

Also, don’t leave anything to 
chance; ensure that you record 
your efforts and results as you go 
because doing this will help you 
track your progress and give you 
a plan for reference.

Execute your action plan
How you go about carrying out 

your action plan is determined 
by what your end goal is. Do you 
want to lose weight by burning 
calories? Look toned by gaining 
some lean muscle in all the right 
places? Or just lower your body 
fat percentage? The fact is this: 
have your end goal in mind and 
this will direct you in the path of 
action to follow.

So, depending on your goals, 
you can choose a home workout 
to meet it or even register at your 
local gym if you have enough time 
for that. You can look for fitness 
classes within your vicinity and 
join. If Zumba or yoga classes 

appeal to you, then by all means 
enroll; just make sure you don’t 
feel like you’re serving a punish-
ment by doing any of these. You 
should enjoy the process while 
achieving your end goal.

Stay hydrated
As simple as it is to drink water, 

we often neglect its benefits. It is 
recommended that you drink at 
least 8 glasses of water daily.

Drinking water not only 
washes away toxins from your 
body, it also ensures a balanced 
bowel movement and reduces 
headaches. It is important to note 
that thirst can be mistaken for 
hunger. So a great tip is to drink 
a big glass of water every time 
you feel hungry. It will give you 
the opportunity to add one more 
glass to your daily water intake, 
plus help you distinguish when 
you are actually hungry or just 
thirsty.

Also, you can set a reminder or 
alarm if you may forget to drink 
water during the day. Eliminate 
the boredom of drinking plain 
water by adding slices of your 
favorite fruits like lemon, orange, 
lime, strawberries amongst oth-
ers.

Get your diet sorted
The last piece of this puzzle is 

to have a healthy diet in place. 
Commit 100% to eating a healthy 
diet and exercising at least 4 times 
weekly. While exercise is impor-
tant, adjusting your diet alone 
can help you achieve a lot. When 
you finally marry exercising with 
a healthy diet, the results will be 
significant and astounding.

Find a nutrition plan that you 
enjoy. Make sure it becomes a 
lifestyle that you see yourself 
enjoying. In truth, nobody can 
survive if they hate every bite of 
the food they put in their mouth. 
Sooner rather than later, you will 
give up on the healthy journey to 
binge eat.

It helps to have a cheat day in 
every week.

On your cheat day, allow your-
self to enjoy all the food that 
you crave and look forward to it 
without going crazy. I carve out 
my Sundays for this. So on Sun-
days, I eat my Ice cream, cake and 
everything else I crave. The rest 
of the week, I stick to healthy but 
enjoyable meals.

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAI-
JAFITMOMS, an online fitness and 
healthy outfit, which specialises 
on encouraging mothers to lead a 
healthy eating lifestyle. 

This time for bread, even resort-
ing to blaming Moses for the 
exodus wishing they still had 
their pots of flesh in the land of 
bondage. God showed up again.

Alas in Chapter 17:1-7, they 
quarreled with Moses for the 
lack of water again, indirectly 
blaming God.  They had to go 
round those mountains for forty 
years till they grew, dropped 
their self-centered and ungrate-
ful attitude and learnt to put 
their whole trust in the one who 
led them by a mighty hand out 

bargaining sessions going on at 
various stores.

I used to have this secret joy 
and relief whenever the lot to 
shop for the home didn’t fall on 
me, but I think my mother dis-
covered this and decided it was 
time I grew up. There’s a vivid 
experience I would never forget 
as long as I live.

My mother is a very domestic 
woman who believes that a lady 
is the domestic pillar of every 
family; a lady should be neat, 
able to clean the home, do the 
laundry, cook and above all be 
a prudent wife by being a very 
good bargainer in the market. 
So, on this particular day, I was 
unlucky as the lot of shopping 
fell on me. I was to go get a specie 
of vegetable for a particular type 
of soup my mum was to prepare. 
Unfortunately I came back with 
the wrong one. My mum was fu-
rious. She gave it to me right there 
on the spot, I felt so worthless.

She sent me back and result 
was same. She told me that she 
didn’t mind me doing ten rounds 
and spending all her money, I 
would keep going till I came back 
with the correct specie. So I went 

ask questions. She eventually let 
me off the hook when an aunt 
who lived with us begged to go 
get it. I didn’t go scot free though 
for I got more lectures from my 
angry mum. I decided that day 
to grow up.

The children of Israel left 
Egypt amidst the wonder work-
ing power of God. He had just 
destroyed Egypt with ten ter-
rible plagues, he had enriched 
Israel with the gold and silver of 
Egypt, led them out of the land 
of bondage with a terrible fear 
and dread of them in the hearts 
of neighboring nations and he 
had just parted the red sea. In 
fact, they had just composed and 
sung a song of praise declaring 
the might and power of God. Yet 
Israel forgot this in a short while.

God turned the waters of 
Mara from bitter to sweet; Bible 
says God proved Israel- NIV ver-
sion says God put them to the 
test. Not long after this incident, 
they moved to Elim which had 
twelve wells of water and sev-
enty palm trees.  The children 
of Israel moved from Elim to the 
wilderness of Sin in Exodus 16:1-
3 and they murmured again. 

of slavery. The generation that 
came out of Egypt had to leave 
the scene. All the negative at-
titude would not be condoned 
in the Promised Land, hence a 
fresh generation, not corrupt 
had to be raised to possess the 
land.

Many times we would go 
through certain challenges re-
peatedly, wondering in our 
hearts if God has abandoned 
us. No he hasn’t, that old man 
has to die; the man who cheats, 
lies, steals has a tendency for 
envy, jealousy, etc. because that 
man cannot enjoy a wonderful 
relationship with God and the 
benefits of his kingdom here on 
earth or inherit his Kingdom.

You are sent back into that 
battle field not for your death 
but the death of the old man and 
the resurrection of the nature of 
Christ in you. He must look at 
you and see the image of his son. 
So when you notice that you are 
always faced with this same test 
or have to go around that same 
mountain, brace up- God is com-
mitted to ensuring that the end 
of the test is that you become 
exactly like Christ his son.
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‘We have not done enough to promote Nigeria as tourist destination’

H
ow are you pushing 
the tourism mandate at 
Avantgarde Tours?      

At Avantgarde Tours, 
we specialize in travel to 

Africa. Our passion is promoting Af-
rican destinations. We sell a number 
of destinations outside Africa but our 
priority is Africa.  That is why most of 
our destinations are Southern, Eastern, 
and West Africa and recently we 
launched Naijaholidays.com, which 
is 100 percent inbound to West Africa 
and Nigeria in particular.

Recently, we have been high-
lighting the West Coast because the 
new trend is that people want to 
experience more than one culture 
at a time. We have a very rich West 
Coast; you can spend the night in 
Lagos, experience Badagry, trace the 
slavery history, and visit the Point Of 
No Return. You can also move further 
to Benin Republic to see the Door Of 
No Return were slaves were shipped 
out of Africa.

You can pass that same route to 
Ghana to see another Door Of No 
Return at Elmina Castle. But beyond 
tracing the slave history along the 
West Coast, we are also looking at 
the beaches because there are lots at-
tractions and nice resort around the 
beaches along that coast. You can do 
four countries along that coast in one 
day if there are no stops. We tell people 
how enjoyable and convenient it is to 
do these trips along the west coast.

At the moment, we are looking 
developing more products around 
Nigeria and West Africa, as well as, 
marketing the region as top destina-
tion to global tourists. It is painful 
when we see the way tourism in 
Nigeria is because we have so much 
potential that we are not taking ad-
vantage of. When you look at what 
small countries like Benin Republic 
and Togo are doing with tourism, 
developing hospitality infrastructure, 
marketing their potential, and getting 
their hotels filled up with tourists, you 
wonder what is wrong with Nigeria. 
You will also wonder what we do 
with our coastlines, why we do not 
have world class hotels along our coast 
among others. 

Who do you blame for the under-
development of tourism in Nigeria?

I think the first blame should go 
to the professionals in the industry, 
especially my colleagues and myself 
who know how tourism works, who 
are better informed on tourism trends 
and development, who are better 
exposed within and outside the coun-
try for not doing enough to promote 
Nigeria as a destination.  We have not 
done enough to promote Nigeria as a 
destination.  We tend to focus more on 
outbound destinations because they 
are more convenient and profitable 
to sell, but we need to start selling 
inbound because the market is huge 
and the potential is enormous.

With over 180 million people, you 
can sell any kind of product.  We have 
people who travel abroad for wine 
tasting, to watch football matches and 
even to shop.  No matter how bad you 
think the recession is, we still have 
people who can sustain any tourism 
products and help our industry to sur-
vive without depending on outbound. 
All we need is to make the right in-
vestments, world class management, 
collaborate more, develop products 
and be committed at marketing them 

among others.
Yes we have issues with agencies 

that should have been the backbone 
of our industry. When I say backbone 
I am using South Africa as a case 
study. South African Tourism works 
to sell the destination and does not do 
it to bring glory to themselves.  They 
push their tour operators and that 
is why whenever they have events 
in Nigeria they bring their product 
owners to Nigeria to speak to tour 
operators here and to get partners in 
Nigeria, and thereby opening that 
line. Without that channel things will 
not work. But what is our own body 
doing. When we go for internationals 
fairs and we have a stand, what do we 
promote? Do you find tour operators 
there, it is not enough to decorate the 
Nigerian stand in international fairs 
with pictures of attractions across the 
country, you need to go the extra mile 
in promoting and selling those attrac-
tions individually to people who visit 
the stand and engage them for a visit 
to see and experience the attractions, 
then you are marketing a destination 
with result.

Another challenge is that most 
of the attractions are raw, and need 
repackaging. We have hotels that may 
not be the best in terms of quality, but 
they can be better. The problem is 
that we have not been able to connect 
these dots.

Even in their raw state, you only 
need to tell the tourist this is the at-
traction, and this is how I am going to 
help you experience it. There is this 
difficulty in planning, for instance, if 
you do a survey today, 90 percent of 
Nigerians assume that Obudu Moun-
tain Resort is in Calabar. As much as 
they have heard about Obudu, it is 
still vague in their mind. We need tour 
operators who know these attractions 
and work to demystify these attrac-
tions and make it more accessible for 
would-be visitors and help them plan 
their trips according to their budget.

However, these dots are better 
connected when we have products. 
Look at Dubai for instance, every visi-
tor knows what Dubai city tours will 
cover, and there is desert safari among 
other tours handled by different tour 
operators. The operators specialize in 

 For over a decade, Avantgarde Tours Limited has been at the forefront of promoting domestic tourism in Nigeria. In this interview, EFETOBO AWHANA, 
managing director of the tour company and also founder, Naijaholidays.com, tells OBINNA EMELIKE his company’s efforts at selling Destination 
Nigeria to Nigerians, challenges, and other relates issues.

their specific areas to the extent that 
the moment you hear of desert safari 
tour, museum tour, or city tour, you 
know what the offer is. The hotels are 
well graded; guests know the rates and 
are not ripped off.

What are our products in Nigeria? 
These are the things we continue to 
address among our colleagues because 
it is not something that one operator 
will be able to achieve alone.  If you 
have 20 operators or more shouting 
and echoing the same thing, there will 
be a change.

We should get to the point that 
every visitor knows what to expect 
in a Lagos city tour, or Calabar city 
tour. There should be tours that cover 
notable attractions and cultural events. 
We should be able to give visitors a 
definite product and package to sustain 
their visit and money spent on their 
tour. This does not stop individual tour 
operators to have their variance.

For us at Avantgarde Tours, we 
have three variants of Lagos City Tour; 
we have Eko and Atlantic, which cover 
the island, we have Mainland Monu-
ments, our tour that covers the main-
land, and we have the night tour that 
takes visitors around in the evening 
and to see the nightlife.

So, our foremost challenge is that 
we do not have products. Then the 
other issue is lack of finance. Unfor-
tunately, most of the people who are 
doing a lot with inbound tourism 
do not have the funds to push big 
projects. Take Erin Ijesha for instance, 
that whole community is ancient, 
but a community that has that kind 
of world class waterfall should not 
be poor. If that waterfall was to be in 
South Africa, there will be a cable car 
from the top of the mountain to the 
bottom where the water cascades. If 
there is no cable car, there will be a zip 
line or something that people will look 
forward to in terms of making money.

Recently I heard that Erin Ijesha 
has been returned to a private com-
pany that now manages it, and it is 
better off than it was five months ago. 
It was terrible before December, you 
had people throw refuse by the water 
and you wonder why.

You need to get players such as the 
Bank of Industry, and this is the time to 

set up Tourism Intervention Fund and 
encourage people who are passionate 
about the industry and products own-
ers to fly.

Transportation is key as well. Two 
years ago, a coaster bus was N13.5 mil-
lion, last year it became N25 million, as 
at January this year, it was N45 million. 
Imagine how it has changed from 
N13.5 million in less than two years.  
Then, how long will it take a small 
operator to get four-five coaster buses 
to run tours.  When you don’t have 
these resources, it then becomes ex-
pensive and tourism is about volume. 
When it is expensive, you cannot get 
the volume regularly, and people will 
go to operators with cheaper packages.  

That is why we need financial 
institutions to take interest in the 
business, and enable operators with 
funds to move their businesses to the 
next level.  There are lots of yearnings 
to travel around Nigeria. Recently 
that was a campaign with #buynai-
jatogrowthenaira, and you see people 
traveling around and sharing their 
pictures. We can tap into that. But 
we need to get the products right, get 
the financial institutions interested in 
funding tourism initiatives, products 
and business that are worthy of their 
support. The last but not the least is to 
get the senior people in government 
to show genuine interest in collabo-
rating with tour operators in moving 
things forwards, especially inbound 
tourism across the country.

However, operators need to work 
together. Our ballistic approach in 
the past has not helped matters. Yes, 
all tour operators want to do their 
own thing, but it has come to that 
point where we have to collaborate 
to survive. All over the world we see 
airlines merging , tour companies and 
hotel chains merging just to pursue a 
common goal and everybody is happy. 
It is time to look at these challenges 
critically and form a common front.

How do we develop tourism 
Products?

The first thing to do in product 
development is to understand the 
product or the resources you are try-
ing to develop into a product. When I 
say understand a product, for instance, 
when you ask an average person what 

he/she will do at Erin Ijasha, he will say 
to see the waterfall and when you ask 
what else, they don’t know.

But a tour professional who under-
stands the business knows that tour-
ism is really not all about the attrac-
tions, it is about the experiences you 
create from the products. We cannot 
say there are no products around any 
part of the country because we have 
over 250 ethnic groups, different kinds 
of food, languages, culture, dressing 
among others.  These are what tourists 
are looking for, but their visits to see 
these potential depends on how we 
package them.

 We had a group that we were tak-
ing to the South West and when we 
got to Ikire, we stopped to buy dodo, 
and I took pictures some of which are 
my favourite because of the smiles on 
the faces of the visitors, I mean Nigeri-
ans not foreigners because they were 
eating Dodo Ikire for the first time.

When we get to these attractions, 
we also arrange for cultural perfor-
mances to entertain our visitors. The 
last one we had at Ikogosi our guests 
were thrilled by the cultural perfor-
mance of the people. At the end, it 
was a win-win, quality relaxation and 
entertainment for our guests, money 
in the pockets of the resort and host 
community.

So, products are about experiences. 
When you understand the business, 
you create those things that will be 
trivial into things that will interest 
people. It is about knowing the re-
sources, things that are ordinary but 
turning them into great experiences. 
Knowing the kind of people you sell 
the products matter. The kind of 
products I will sell to secondary school 
students will be different from the one 
I will sell to corporate people coming 
for team building.

Is security a problem?
No. I say no because global terror-

ism has made everywhere a level play-
ing field in terms of insecurity. So you 
can be in Lagos today, in Istanbul, New 
York or London and yet experience an 
act of terrorism. Europe that was very 
safe before has recently had doses of 
terrorism attacks. The excuse that 
we used to have that this part of the 
country is insecure no longer holds. 
When you compare our crime rates 
with other countries, you will discover 
that we don’t have the worst security.

However, security can be batter 
as every city in the world hopes for 
sustained peaceful environment for 
its inhabitants, especially visitors. 
We can do more because the job of 
the tour operator is to use his insider 
knowledge or expertise to carter to 
clients’ and keep them safe. If I am 
taking my client to any country in the 
world, I will be conscious of the area 
I put them. Naturally, you don’t put 
tourists in the poorest areas because 
they are prone to crime anywhere in 
the world. Sometimes when clients 
come to me to say they want cheaper 
hotels, I tell them that cheaper hotels 
are in slums and areas that are prone 
to crime. Of course, poor people have 
to survive as well, and sometime they 
resort to crime. Imagine seeing tourists 
who are flashing their goodies in such 
poor neighborhoods where people 
are starving, they are likely going to 
be robbed. So, security is no longer an 
excuse, we have foreigners jogging on 
the streets of Lagos, who party every 
night among other activities.

EFETOBO AWHANA
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Accra Weizo sets for 2017 edition

Imoke speaks tourism at NATOP AGM in May

Speaking about the event, Dein 
Gbabo, project manager of AK-
WAABA African Travel Market, 
explained that, “In West Africa, 
the people in travel business need 
to network. Each country in the 
region works in silos. This situa-
tion necessitated the need to cre-
ate opportunities to network and 
by so doing stimulate the great 
potentials and benefits that lurk 
within travel business among the 
countries in the region. Based on 
these, we are profiling for the 
Balafon Awards and Top 100 
Tourism Personalities Awards, 
selections are done annually. 
We invite you to join us in Accra, 
Ghana for the event”.

This year’s Accra Weizo is 
looking to create networking op-

L
iyel Imoke, senator and 
fo r m e r  G o ve r n o r  o f 
Cross River State, will 
be the guest speaker at 
2017 Annual General 

Meeting of Nigerian Associa-
tion of Tour Operators (NATOP); 
leading tourism organisation in 
Nigeria. Senator Liyel Imoke will 
be speaking on ‘The Building 
Blocks of Tourism Products’.  He 
will be sharing his experience 
as a two term governor of the 
leading tourism state in Nigeria. 
The umbrella body for tour op-
erators in Nigeria is a specialised 
organisation made up of  the 
leading travel specialists across 
the country. The Theme for the 
2017 edition, which holds on 
May 2, 2017 at Renaissance Ho-
tel Ikeja is ‘Positioning Tourism 
within the Nigerian Economic 

R
iding on the success of 
its past two editions, 
Accra Weizo, a two-
day travel expo for 
stakeholders within 

the West Africa region and be-
yond, is set to host travel and 
hospitality professionals on its 
third edition.

Once again, the event is of-
fering a fresh breath for African 
travel, and tourism from May 
26-27, 2017 at the La Palm Royal 
Beach Hotel, Accra, Ghana.

One of the highlights of this 
year’s edition is the launch of the 
Compilation of the Top 100 Tour-
ism Personalities in West Africa 
on May 26th, the opening day of 
the travel expo.

According to the organisers, 
the Tourism Top 100 Personali-
ties in West Africa is a report of 
“Who is who” in the travel and 
tourism industry in West Africa. 
This is in line with the vision of 
Accra Weizo, the ECOWAS travel 
and tourism fair, with a theme to 
promote seamless travels in West 
Africa.

The third Edition of Accra 
Weizo an ECOWAS region travel 
expo is organised in partnership 
with ATQNews.com and Travel-
lers Magazine. Nominations for 
the awards are still ongoing by 
the awards committee of experts 
in partnership with the Board of 
ATQNews, and winners would 
be announced in April 2017. The 
Top 100 Tourism Personalities 
in West Africa are individuals 
who have distinguished them-
selves and through their efforts 
or that of their organisation 
have impacted positively on the 
travel and tourism sector across 
the West African sub region. As 
well, they are individuals whose 
effort have stimulated and helped 
to achieve their individual coun-
try’s tourism goals and forging 
interactions among stakeholders 
and customers across the region. 

portunity for players in the travel 
and tourism industry to meet the 
products, companies and person-
alities who drive travel business 
in the sub region. This presents 
a great opportunity for people 
and organizations seeking to do 
business in West Africa. The first 
days’ event on May 26th will have 
five sessions; the ECOWAS ses-
sion discussing “Partnership that 
works; the West African Private 
sector in partnerships”, Aviation 
Session discussing “West Africa 
as a Domestic Aviation Environ-
ment”, Tourism Session discussing 
“West Africa as a single Tourist 
Destination”, Tour packaging ses-
sion on how to package inbound 
and outbound tours and presen-
tation of Top 100 personalities 

Space’.
Last year at its AGM , which 

held in Calabar with the Theme 
“Tourism the low hanging fruit 
in a depressed economy” with 
Professor Patrick Utomi as guest 
s p e a ke r,  N A TO P  re l e a s e d  a 
10-p oint  agenda for  tourism 
in Nigeria that has become the 
talking point in Nigeria since 
then. Everyone is talking about 
low hanging fruit, Presidential 
Council of Tourism and Review 
of Tourism Masterplan among 
other issues that were raised 
in Calabar. NATOP also called 
for the creation of a standalone 
tourism ministry, which is yet to 
receive attention from govern-
ment. NATOP was the only tour-
ism association to host a World 
Tourism Day event last year on 
September 27th. At the event it 

in West Africa compilation and 
BALAFON Awards 2017.

Globally rated speakers, panel-
ists and special guests expected to 
take on various sessions; include: 
Enobong Umoessien; acting di-
rector, Private sector Directorate 
ECOWAS, Stella Christaine; pri-
vate sector directorate, ECOWAS, 
Harold Demuren, former director 
general, Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority, Director General, 
Ghana  Civil Aviation Authority, 
Chike Ogeah; vice president, SAH-
COL, MD, Air Cote d’ivoire, MD, 
Air Peace, MD, Medview Airlines, 
MD, ASKY, MD, AWA, Minister 
of Aviation Ghana, Minister of 
Tourism, Arts and Culture, DG, 
Nigerian Tourism Development 
Commission (NTDC), and Nkereu-

charged that the government 
seems to lack the political will 
to push tourism to great height. 
This drew an instant response 
from the minister of Informa-

wem Onung; president, Nigerian 
Association of Tour Operators 
(NATOP).

Other include; Olanma Ojuk-
wu MD, GOTA Benin, Chiquita 
Afuluenu; CEO, West Tourism 
Management, Liberia and Vari-
ous Country’s Tourism Boards. 
Expected participants are tour 
operators and travel agents in 
Ghana, Nigerian tour operators 
and travel agents, Team Africa 
members, travel agents from Be-
nin Republic, Togo, South African 
Tourism Board, Dubai Tourism, 
tour operators from Liberia, West 
Africa tourism boards’, destina-
tion managers, leading hotels 
general managers among others.

The Digital Marketing semi-
nar, networking, exposure and 
provision of skills will hold on 
May 27th. It will provide knowl-
edge on eTourism in theory and 
practice, E-marketing Strategy, 
Web Design, Content and Man-
agement, Analytics and Conver-
sion Optimisation, Search Engine 
Marketing, Relationship Market-
ing among others.

The last edition of Accra 
Weizo pulled together stake-
holders in the travel, tourism, 
aviation and allied sector at La 
Palms Royal Beach Hotel and 
Resort in Accra, Ghana and 
featured a brain-storming ses-
sion with a focus on liberalized 
air connectivity, visa acces-
sibility and free movement in 
Africa. The stakeholders who 
were mostly drawn from Nige-
ria, Ghana and other African 
countries observed the need to 
eradicate all entry barriers mili-
tating against free movement 
in the sub- region, to facilitate 
seamless travel in West Africa. 
Balafon is the West African 
Travel Awards instituted many 
years ago by the organisers of 
Akwaaba African Travel Mar-
ket. It was set up to recognize 
individuals who have excelled 
in tourism and travel and who 
also have contributed to the 
growth of tourism and travels 
in the region.

… launches Top 100 Tourism Personalities

Accra-Weizo

Governor-Imoke-inaugurating-the-adult-session-of-the-Carnival-Calabar

OBINNA EMELIKE

hosted visiting South African 
tour operators on a road show 
to Nigeria to a city tour of Lagos, 
which saw them doing a “Know 
FELA the Legend Tour” with 
visits to sites associated with 
the famous black president and 
music maestro Fela Anikulakpo 
Kuti. Young and aspiring tour 
operators will be involved in a 
workshop themed ‘Challenges 
facing the promotion of tour-
ism by the youth’.  NATOP has 
obs erve d that a lot of young 
tour operators are promoting 
d o m e s t i c  t o u r s  a l l  o ve r  t h e 
country and need to be encour-
aged. According to Nkereuwem 
Onung, president, NATOP/ CEO, 
REMLORDS Tours, “These young 
ones are the future of tourism in 
Nigeria and we need to support 
and harness them for the sake 
of the nation”.

tion and Culture who responded 
that government has the nec-
essary wil l  to  move tourism 
forward.

For the second time, NATOP 
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Preliminary reports suspect smoke was from 
baggage compartment - Aero Contractors

T
he manage-
ment of Aero 
Contractors 
h a v e  d i s -
closed that 

preliminary reports 
suspects that the misty 
incident on-board Aero 
Contractors was from 
baggage compartment, 
adding that investiga-
tions are still on-going.

According to Ado 
S a n u s i ,  C E O  A e ro 
Contractors ,  f l ight 
NG316 on April 18, 
2017, departed Port-
Harcourt airport in 
Rivers State after it 
was cleared for de-
parture  at  exactly 
1608GMT, enroute La-
gos, with 52adults and 
one infant on board.

“At 1645 GMT about 

75NM to Lagos and 
cruising at 24,00ft, the 
cabin crew observed 
that the cabin was 
misty. This was report-
ed to the Captain, who 
promptly announced to 
passengers accordingly 
but with firm assur-
ances of safe landing 
in Lagos.

Sanusi explained that 
minutes after that an-
nouncement, normal 
descent was initiated 
into Lagos, while de-
scending, a passenger 
went into the lavatory, 
after which the lavatory 
smoke detector alarm 
came on. The cabin 
crew again reported 
this development to the 
Captain the smoke got 
denser in the cabin.

He said that the crew 
had “Aft Cargo Smoke” 
indication in the flight 
deck, they carried out 

a precautionary mea-
sure. Aside from that, 
the Captain also an-
nounced to the passen-
gers to be calm since the 
smoke in question did 
not presentany irrita-
tion or discomfort.

British Airways upgrades 
services for First Class passengers

B
ritish Airways has 
opened its exclusive 
new check-in area 
for First customers 

and Executive Club Gold 
cardholders, including a 
dedicated two-lane secu-
rity channel with direct 
access for the first time to 
British Airways’ flagship 
Concorde Room or Galleries 
First lounge.

The First Wing gives 
First customers far greater 
privacy and exclusivity 
with a dedicated combined 
check-in and Fast Track 
space. This is thanks to a 
specially designed 29-me-
tre long, three metre high, 
fluted curved wall made 
up of hundreds of indi-
vidual pale gold-coloured 
steel scallop forms to wrap 
a ro u n d  t h e  e n h a n c e d 
check-in area.

The centre-piece is a 
chandelier wall - a glass 
and mirrored feature car-
rying the British Airways 
coat of arms, at the entrance 
to The First Wing, which 
leads to two entrances; one 
for Executive Club Gold 
card and oneworld Emerald 
members, and one for First 
customers.

The two new Fast Track 
security lanes also reduce 
the number of travellers 
passing through the cur-
rent Fast Track security 

lanes, helping to speed up 
the journey for Club World 
customers. A relaxed seating 
area is located after security 
for customers to gather their 
possessions in an unhurried 
atmosphere.

Kola Olayinka, British 
Airways, Country General 
Manager, Nigeria, said, “Ter-
minal 5 is our flagship home 
and The First Wing delivers 
an exclusive airport experi-
ence, as our First customers 
rightly expect. “Now they 
can enjoy a discreet and 
private check-in area, with 
new security lanes offering 
direct access to our exclusive 

Galleries First Lounge and 
Concorde Room for the 
first time.”

Kola further said, “We 
are delighted to be enhanc-
ing the passenger experi-
ence in Terminal 5 with an 
extension of our Fast Track 
security service within the 
British Airways premium 
check in area. The new 
space gives passengers a 
smooth and enjoyable expe-
rience every time they fly 
through Heathrow.”

British Airways also of-
fers customers flying in 
First a sophisticated and 
stylish suite, featuring a 

the smoke dispersal 
procedures. They also 
contacted the air traf-
fic control at exactly 
1655GMT, requesting 
for emergency support 
services and proceeded 
to Lagos, which is the 

airport with the full 
complement of emer-
gency support.

“The cabin crew kept 
reassuring the passen-
gers of their safety 
and also handed out 
wet towels to them as 
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 “The aircraft landed 
safely at 1703 GMT 
without any incident 
and the company en-
gineers swung into ac-
tion with the systems 
checks, and reported 
all normal.

“Even though the 
incident has been re-
ported to the authori-
ties and preliminary 
reports suspecting that 
the smoke was from the 
baggage compartment, 
investigation into the 
incident is on-going.

“We are known for 
our commitment to 
safety and profession-
alism in the industry, 
which we cannot com-
promise for anything 
and therefore sincerely 
regret any inconve-
niences this might have 
caused our esteemed 
passengers,” Sanusi 
said.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

NAAPE applauds FG 
on reopening of Abuja 
airport on schedule

T
he National Asso-
ciation of Aircraft 
Pilots and Engi-
neers, NAAPE has 

expressed delight on the re-
opening of the Abuja airport 
on schedule.

A statement my NAAPE 
said the body consider it 
very impressive that that 
the Federal Airports Au-
thority of Nigeria, FAAN has 
been able to carry out the 
rehabilitation of the runway 
with diligence and sense of 
responsibility.

NAAPE also commended 
Hadi Sirika, the minister 
of State, Aviation, for his 
outstanding zeal, dedica-
tion, and patriotism as well 
as astute leadership in the 
course of the task.

“FAAN also deserves 
commendation for the ac-
curacy of the timing of the 
construction period as well 
as the substantial upgrade 
achieved in the airport ter-

minal within such a short 
period.

“Of great importance 
too is the visible seamless 
operations at the alter-
native Kaduna airp ort 
during the period of the 
closure. All the aviation 
agencies and airlines that 
operated at the Kaduna 
airport deserve full marks 
for the safe and reasonably 
smooth operations, consid-
ering the rather difficult 
circumstances at the time,” 
the association said.

NAAPE observed that 
while the heavy losses on 
various businesses within 
the period were predicted 
by them, that the body is 
satisfied that the govern-
ment acted with the best 
intentions and carried out 
the task with uncommon 
devotion.

The body also applauded 
all stakeholders for the out-
standing success achieved.

contemporary British de-
sign, allowing them to work, 
relax, dine and sleep in com-
fort. As well as a bespoke 
service from attentive cabin 
crew, à la carte dining, fine 
wines and champagne, cus-
tomers can also unwind in 
their 6’ 6” fully-flat bed to 
feel revived and refreshed 
once their flight arrives at 
its destination.

Last year British Air-
ways introduced its new 
enhanced First cabin on its 
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, 
offering a more exclusive 
cabin, with just eight suites 
on board.
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R
ob otic surgery, 
computer-assisted 
surgery, and ro-
botically-assisted 
surgery are terms 

for technological develop-
ments that use robotic sys-
tems to aid in surgical proce-
dures. Robotically-assisted 
surgery was developed to 
overcome the limitations 
of pre-existing minimally-
invasive surgical procedures 
and to enhance the capabili-
ties of surgeons performing 
open surgery.

In the case of robotically-
assisted minimally-invasive 
surgery, instead of directly 
moving the instruments, 
the surgeon uses one of two 
methods to control the in-
struments; either a direct 
telemanipulator or through 
computer control

Will artificial intelligence 
(AI) and robotics in medicine 
replace the human clinician?  
Not yet, but healthcare is 
changing and the public is 
ready. According to a PwC 
study, a majority of consum-
ers are willing to receive 
care from these advanced 
technologies, which have 
the potential to transform 
healthcare delivery to make 
it better, faster and more ac-
cessible for all. 

 The findings are explored 
in PwC’s report: ‘What doc-
tor? Why AI and robotics will 
define New Health’ which 
is based on a commissioned 
survey of over 11,000 people 
from 12 countries across Eu-
rope, the Middle East and Af-
rica including Nigeria. Across 
the region, more than half of 
respondents (55%) said they 
were willing to use advanced 
computer technology or ro-
bots with AI that can answer 
health questions, perform 
tests, make a diagnosis and 
recommend treatment.

 T h re e  m a i n  t h e m e s 
emerged from the findings: 
firstly, people are increas-
ingly willing to engage with 
AI and robots if it means 
better access to healthcare. 
Secondly, speed and accuracy 
of diagnosis and treatment 
is a critical factor for this 
willingness and thirdly, trust 
in the technology is vital for 
wider use and adoption; the 
‘human touch’ remains a key 
component of the healthcare 

Nigerians, Turks, South Africans willing to 
undergo minor surgeries performed by robots 

experience.
 For all questions through-

out the survey, a pattern 
emerged between developed 
and emerging economies. 
People in countries with well-
established, and therefore less 
flexible, healthcare systems 
(UK and Western/North Eu-
rope) were willing to engage 
with a non-human health-
care provider, but less so than 
those in emerging markets 
where healthcare is still being 
shaped and formed.

 The survey found that 
even in the operating theatre, 
respondents would be willing 
for a robot to perform a minor 
surgical procedure instead 
of a doctor, with close to half 
and up to 73% of all respon-
dents willing. Respondents 
in Nigeria, Turkey and South 
Africa were the most willing 
to undergo minor surgery 
performed by robots (73%, 
66% and 62% respectively), 
with the UK the least willing 
(36%).

 Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
the situation changed dra-
matically when it came to 
major surgery, such as re-
placement of a knee or hip 
joint, removal of a tumour, 
or heart surgery. Even so, a 

Kemi Ajumobi with wired report

significant percentage of re-
spondents are still willing to 
undergo major surgery per-
formed by a robot:  ranging 
from 69% in Nigeria to 40% 
in the Netherlands and 27% 
in the UK.

The survey also explored 
the key drivers for a person’s 
willingness or unwilling-
ness to use an AI-enabled or 
robotic health procedure or 
service. Easier and quicker 
access to healthcare services 
(36%) and speed and accuracy 
of diagnoses (33%) were the 
primary motivators for will-
ingness, with lack of trust 
in robots being able to make 
decisions (47%) and lack of 
the human touch (41%) as the 
primary reasons for their re-
luctance. Although percent-
ages varied across countries, 
these top two advantages and 
disadvantages were cited in 
this order across all countries 
with the exception of Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar, where 
respondents felt the lack of 
‘human touch’ was the big-
gest disadvantage.

Bert Odiaka, Partner and 
Advisory leader, PwC Nige-
ria, says “Whether we like it 
or not, AI and robotics are the 
future of healthcare. Access 

to quality, affordable health-
care, and good health for ev-
eryone are the ultimate goals. 
The economic and social 
advantages to be gained from 
integrating AI and robotics 
seamlessly into our exist-
ing healthcare systems, and 
then creating new models 
of healthcare based on these 
technologies, are enormous.”

According to Gbenga Ola-
tunji, Associate Director, PwC 
Nigeria’s advisory practice, 
says “It’s clear that people 
are becoming more and more 
willing to embrace new tech-
nologies such as AI and ro-
botics for their healthcare 
needs. But governments, 
businesses and the healthcare 
profession as a whole need 
to start thinking very differ-
ently about how we provide 
healthcare for our citizens. 
We need to think very care-
fully about our implementa-
tion strategy for different 
parts of the world. There will 
be challenges for all of us.”

 Next steps for govern-
ment, businesses and profes-
sionals:

Government: The govern-
ment needs to create quality 
standards and a regulatory 
framework which are ap-
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plicable to and obligatory for 
the entire healthcare sector, 
as well as the appropriate 
incentives for adopting new 
approaches.

Healthcare professionals: 
They need to understand 
how AI and robotics have 
the potential to work for and 
with them in a medical set-
ting as well as throughout the 
healthcare eco-system, and be 
open to change.

Patients: They need to 
become more accustomed to 
AI and robots and discover its 
benefits for themselves.

Private sector developing 
AI and robotics: They need 
to create solutions to solve 
the big issues of demand and 
resource that every health 
system faces. In essence, by 
providing AI and robotic-
driven solutions, the private 
sector has the opportunity 
to disrupt healthcare for the 
good.

Decision-makers at health-
care institutions: They need 
to develop an evidence base, 
measure the success and the 
effectiveness of the new tech-
nology and prioritise and fo-
cus on what consumers want 
and need.

...Willingness varies widely from 39% in the UK to 94% in Nigeria
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Afreximbank picks Nigeria to host healthcare initiative

T
he African Export-Import 
Bank (Afreximbank) has 
selected Nigeria as the pre-
ferred country to host the 

Bank’s first of its Centres of Excel-
lence for Healthcare Services in 
Africa (CEHSA).

Nigeria is one of Afreximbank’s 
major shareholders. It also hosts 
the Bank’s second headquarters in 
Abuja, after its main headquarters 
in Cairo, Egypt. 

Following a strategic alliance 
they formed in 2014, Afreximbank 
and King’s College Hospital, London 
(KCH), are establishing a network 
of centres of excellence in tertiary 
healthcare across Africa to deliver 
a range of specialist healthcare 
services for patients.

 “The Centre of Excellence initia-
tive will make a significant contri-

bution to the continent by helping 
to meet the growing healthcare 
needs of Africans,” said Benedict 
Oramah, president of Afrexim-
bank, who noted that it would also 
enhance service exports, promote 
employment and conserve foreign 
exchange.

Anwar Alhaq, Centenary project 
director at King’s College Hospital, 
added “We are delighted that the 
location of the first Centre of Excel-
lence has been confirmed. We look 
forward to sharing our healthcare 
knowledge to benefit the people of 
Nigeria and beyond.”  

 The initiative supports Afrex-
imbank’s mandate and the Bank’s 
strategic plan, known as IMPACT 
2021, which seeks to promote the 
diversification of Africa’s exports 
and to support the development 
of world-class health facilities in 
Africa, added Oramah.

 He informed that the new Cen-
tre of Excellence is expected to 
reduce the outflow of patients from 
Nigeria and other Africa countries 
seeking medical treatment aboard; 
and to ensure inflow of patients 
from within and outside Africa for 
treatment; while, at the same time, 

Twelve years after its launch, 
Nigeria’s universal health cov-
erage initiative, the National 

Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) is 
performing far below expectation 
as it provides coverage for a paltry 1 
percent Nigerians.

The chief executive officer of the 
scheme, Usman Yusuf made this 
known at the Health Watch Forum 
which took place on Thursday 20th, 
April 2017, in Abuja.

Usman Yusuf, who was ap-
pointed in July 2016 by President 
Buhari, noted that part of the blame 
for the low coverage would go to 
the financial structure of the NHIS 
which he inherited from Olufemi 

N
on c ommunicable 
diseases will be ma-
jor killers than ma-
laria and HIV/AIDS 
in Nigeria by 2030. 

This was disclosed by the Oladipo 
Akinkugbe the past president Ni-
geria Heart Foundation at the 
Launching of the 2016 Nigerian 
Report Card on Physical Activity 
for Children and Youth in Lagos.

Isaac Adewole, the minister of 
Health who was represented by 
Micheal Ugbeye, Orthopaedic 
Surgeon at National Orthopaedic 
hospital, Lagos, in his speech 
presented, revealed that the enor-
mous task of fighting NCDs  is 
through risk factors modification 
and Behavioral Communication 
Change (BCC).

“I want to seize this opportuni-
ty once again, to call on the Federal 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Youths and 
Sports, National Sports Institute, 
Research institute, universities, 
and sports intellectuals, manu-
facturers of sports equipments, 
and other stakeholders to be part 

Nigeria to expect an upsurge of non 
communicable diseases by 2030 -Akinkugbe
AnthoniA obokoh of this important campaign for 

healthy lifestyle.
He assured Nigerian Heart 

Foundation (NHF) that the Fed-
eral Ministry of Health and other 
policy makers will take the out-
comes and recommendations from 
the report card into consideration 
in making relevant decisions. 
He added that it will add value 
to our national policies, strategic 
frameworks and guidelines on the 
control and prevention of NCDs in 
Nigeria.

For Oladipo, NCDs lead to mil-
lions of deaths every year, the 
majority of which occur during 
the most productive years due to 
the identified risks. In his words, 
“By 2030, Nigeria will be faced 
with major NCDs and it is a wise 
country that will put premium on 
this and series of prime conditions, 
before it is too late.”

Kingsley Akinroye, the execu-
tive director, NHF said the Nige-
rian 2016 Report Card on Physical 
Activities for children and youth, 
is the second edition following the 
maiden edition of 2013.

The report card initiative pro-
vided an opportunity for the com-

mittee to make use of the latest 
scientific evidence on physical 
activity to lay a foundation for 
placing physical activity in the 
forefront of public health policies 
and programmes like other recog-
nized risk factors for NCDs.

The report will provide an 
opportunity for future research, 
advocacy and interventions on 
the promotion of physical activity 
in Nigeria; and offer recommen-
dations to governments, NGOs, 
international agencies, and devel-
opment partners in the public and 
private sectors.

 Yetunde Oni, the acting direc-
tor general of NAFDAC, who was 
represented by Martins Akhig-
bemidu Regulatory officer said, 
according to World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) records of 2014, non 
communicable diseases like the 
cardiovascular diseases, cancers, 
chronic respiratory diseases, dia-
betes, accounted for about twenty 
four percent (24%) of total deaths 
in Nigeria; and out of this, deaths 
due to heart related diseases has 
the singular highest recorded 
number of 14,581. 

12 years after, NHIS covers only 
1% of Nigerians
AnthoniA obokoh they have recovered 95% of the 

misused funds.
“HMOs have been padding enrol-

ees. An HMO owes NHIS over N300 
million. I need you to give covering 
fire, as corruption fights back. I need 
your help and support,”  He said.

Yusuf noted that The National 
Health Insurance Scheme has ex-
pelled 23,000 fake enrolees from the 
scheme in the past three months, 
stating that those numbers were 
infused into the scheme by the 
Health Maintenance Organisation 
to increase the number of enrolees 
due to selfish gains among oth-
ers and before the discovery, the 
scheme has been paying N1, 000 in 
23,000 places monthly.

According to him, “It is only 
through biometrics we can sanitise 

…Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania also selected
bEn EGUZoZiE, with wired report

conserving the foreign currency 
spent by Nigerians on medical tour-
ism. It will also reduce the exodus 
of doctors going abroad to seek 
better pay.

 By supporting the development 
of first class health and medical care 
facilities across the value chain, they 
hope to promote trade in health and 

medical services within Africa.
 A statement by Manal Mounir, 

of Afreximbank’s external com-
munication made available to Busi-
nessDay said, Nigeria had been 
shortlisted along with Ghana, Kenya 
and Tanzania, for consideration as 
potential host countries for the first 
Centre of Excellence for healthcare 
services.

 It said a joint Afreximbank and 
KCH team subsequently engaged 
their ministries of health to confirm 
their willingness and readiness to 
host the first centre in a process 
that also involved consideration 
of macro-economic and sectoral 
information.

 Meanwhile, Afreximbank and 
KCH plan to engage the Nigerian 
Ministry of Health to formalize roles 
and responsibilities ahead of the 
implementation of the new Centre 
of Excellence.

Akingbade.
“NHIS finance is so opaque. We 

have monies and accounts in banks 
no one knows about. At NHIS, mil-
lions of naira in contract is given 
without proper documentation,” 
Yusuf said.

He also noted that Health Man-
agement Organisations (HMOs) also 
posed a major challenge in sanitiz-
ing the system and enabling a clear 
growth path.

He has asked HMOs to repay 
all unused monies for patients by 
December 2016. He also noted that 

the system. We will commence the 
biometric capturing as soon as the 
budget and our ICT department 
are ready; we are going to get our 
biometric machines in all hospitals. 
My mandate is to make NHIS work 
for all Nigerians; the fund is not from 
Federal Government capital alloca-
tion but voluntary contributions by 
Nigerians and those who pay into 
the pool. I have been handed over 
to HMOs as CEO, but what do they 
have to offer?  They are the problem 
of NHIS.” Said Yusuf 
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S
uper Eagles technical ad-
viser Gernot Rohr seems 
to be on the hot seat fol-
lowing the statement from 
the Nigeria Football Fed-

eration.
Amaju Pinnick , Nigeria Football 

Federation President, says Rohr 
must deliver the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup ticket and 2019 Africa Cup of 
Nations in a bid to retain his mana-
gerial position.

Rohr kicked start his manage-
rial role on a winning note after 
beating Zambia 2-1 and Algeria 3-1 
to top group B of the World Cup 
qualifiers; also pulled a 1-1 draw 
against the Teranga Lions of Sen-
egal in an international friendly 
match at the Hive Stadium in Lon-
don, to underline his readiness for 
the task at hand.

Nigeria’s Super Eagles will do 
battle with the South Africa’s 
Bafana Bafana in 2019 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifier in June 
20 before keeping a date with 
current African champions, the 
Indomitable Lions of Cameroon in 
a must-win 2018 World Cup quali-

Stories by Anthony nlebem 
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Get W/Cup, AFCON tickets or face sack - Pinnick tells Rohr
fier in August 28.

However, the former Delta State 
sports administrator told Soccer-
net.com.ng that Rohr’s priority is 
to qualify the Super Eagles for the 
2019 AFCON and 2018 World Cup.

“I am delighted that the Nigeria 
Football Federation’s choice of ap-
pointing Gernot Rohr as the Super 
Eagles technical adviser is really 
reaping dividends despite the huge 
criticisms we received from the 
initial stages,” Pinnick said.

“There is no doubt that Rohr has 
transformed the standard of play 
in the team and the matches they 
have played so far shows that the 
Super Eagles is on the right track.

“However, playing good football 
without qualifying for the 2019 
Africa Cup of Nations and 2018 
FIFA World Cup will be unaccept-
able for us considering the fact that 
Nigeria belongs to the elite football.

“Rohr has been giving the man-
date to qualify the team for the two 
competitions or face the wrath of 
the federation. This is not a matter 
of putting him under pressure but 
to let him understand the impor-
tance of the competitions,” Pinnick 
added

Chivita thrills soccer enthusiasts in Tv campaign

C
HI Limited, Nigeria’s market leader 
in fruit juices and diary, producer of 
the only 100% fruit juice brand on 
the local shelf recently unveiled its 

new marketing communication campaign 
tagged ‘#BreakfastWithChivita100%. This is 
part of efforts to reinforce its flagship’s brand 
proposition and drive awareness initiatives for 
a complete healthy breakfast.

For a brand that has consistently churned 
out a variety of exciting campaigns, the new 
#breakfastwithChivita100% television jingle 
is a step higher in terms of messaging, produc-
tion quality and unique delivery style.

The campaign showcases the creativity 
and strategic intent of the brand managers as 
every quality of Chivita 100% fruit juice is por-
trayed with sublime imageries. It also engages 
consumers by showcasing internationally 
renowned football stars like Wayne Rooney, 
Juan Mata, Marcus Rashford and Eric Bailly.

The television commercial, which is cur-
rently been aired on terrestrial and satellite 
channels, portrays a brilliant depiction of 
these football stars engaging in amazing 
soccer artistry, as they are teleported into a 
Pinball machine. Wayne Rooney challenges 
his teammates and they eagerly take up the 
challenge with the goal of reaching 100% suc-
cess in the game.

This goal closely resonates with the brand’s 
value of 100% commitment and 100% achieve-
ment. More importantly, it reiterates the 
refreshing and nourishing value of the 100% 

Renowned for its no preservatives, no 
added sugar, no artificial colour, Chivita 100% 
fruit Juice is a convenient, delicious, healthy 
and nutritious addition to breakfast as it is easy 
to digest and wakes up the body metabolism 
with a steady influx of natural fruit sugars. It is 
one of the easiest and healthiest ways to ramp 
up your energy levels in the morning.

Speaking on the communication campaign, 
Mr. Probal Bhattacharya, head of marketing, 
Chi Limited said, “The new #breakfastwith-
chivita100% television campaign is part of our 
strategic effort to highlight the importance of a 
complete and healthy breakfast to consumers. 
We understand the role a creative television 
commercial can play in influencing consumer 
choice to live a healthier life and have spared 
nothing to ensure only the best television 
advertisement and product is out there for 
our consumers. It is our belief that through 
the course of this campaign consumers would 
embrace the choice of a healthy and complete 
breakfast with Chivita 100%”.

Over the years, Chivita 100% has suc-
cessfully dominated the moral high ground 
as the best pure & natural fruit juice in the 
mind of the Nigerian consumer, always 
aptly reinforced through its memorable and 
lovable communications. The brand comes 
in 6 variants; Real Orange, Real Apple, Real 
Pineapple, Red Grape, Orange Pineapple and 
Orange Mango and in 1 litre, 315ml and 200ml 
pack sizes.

…Unveils #BreakfastWithChivita100

fruit Juice as an addition for a complete 
breakfast.

Busy lifestyles have meant that more 
people are tending towards skipping breakfast 
or having inadequate breakfast diets. Break-
fast is actually the most important meal of 
the day and a good chance to get a head start 
on packing in the nutrients the body needs to 

function well. Through its newly launched 
communication campaign which is being 
deployed through television, digital, out-of-
home, consumer activation and point of sales, 
Chivita 100% seeks to be at the forefront and 
own complete healthy breakfast narrative in 
the minds of consumers with scheduled activi-
ties in the weeks and months ahead.



EPL revenues soar to £3.6bn, Man 
Utd, City lead in revenue growth
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P
remier League clubs revenues 
increased to a new record of 
£3.6bn in the 2015/16 season, 
according to report from De-
loitte, the business advisory 

firm.
Clubs wage costs increased by 12% 

to £2.3bn, resulting in combined oper-
ating profits (excluding player trading, 
net interest charges and the amortisa-
tion of player contracts) of £0.5 billion 
(2014/15: £0.5 billion).

Dan Jones, partner and head of the 
Sports Business Group at Deloitte said:

“The 2015-16 season saw Premier 
League clubs grow revenues by almost 
10% to £3.6bn, with the two Manches-
ter clubs alone responsible for more 
than 50% of the increase.

“Manchester United’s participa-
tion in the 2015/16 UEFA Champions 
League, coupled with continued strong 
commercial revenue growth, resulted 
in a 30% increase in revenue to £515m. 
This saw them top the Deloitte Foot-
ball Money League for the first time 
since 2003/04, as the world’s highest 
revenue-generating club.

“Increased distributions to clubs 
competing in Europe, under the new 
UEFA broadcast rights cycle – notably 
Manchester City, who reached the 
semi-finals of the UEFA Champions 
League – also contributed to Premier 
League clubs’ revenue growth.”

higher for the current season after a 
battle between Sky and BT helped de-
liver a £5.1bn package for 2016-19, lift-
ing overall TV rights to a record £8bn.

 The extra money has already seen 
clubs boost spending on new players 
further to £1.4bn for the season but is 
also expected to return teams to profit-
ability.

Several clubs, including West Ham, 
Chelsea, Tottenham Hotspur, Liverpool, 
Everton and Manchester City are also in 
the process of expanding their grounds 
or moving to new stadiums, meaning 
increased ticket revenues, Deloitte 
noted.

FIFA, Man Utd, Nigerians sad over fans death in Calabar

N
igeria President, Muhammadu 
Buhari, has consoled with the 
people of Calabar, Cross River 
State on the event that took 

the lives of several Nigerians at a football 
viewing centre on Thursday night.

A statement by Presidential spokes-
man Femi Adesina said the President 
was shocked and saddened when he 
learnt of the unfortunate event.

Over 30 football fans in Calabar, Cross 
River state’s capital reportedly died after 
a high tension cable fell on them at a 
football viewing centre while watching 
the Uefa Europa League match between 
Manchester United and Anderlecht.

According to the statement, the 
President commiserates with the gov-
ernment and people of Cross River State, 
and football fans nationwide over the 
unfortunate incident.

The President also commended the 
State Government for the prompt action 
in setting up a commission of inquiry 
into the incident, and its offer of assis-

tance to the victims and their families.
The President offers his deepest con-

dolences to the family and friends of the 
mostly young victims, whose sudden 
demise is a big blow not only to their 
families, but also to the football-loving 
nation. 

He prayed that God Almighty will 
grant the souls of the departed eternal 
rest and comfort all who mourn their 
irreparable loss.

Also, the Federation of International 
Football Association (FIFA) has ex-
pressed sadness over the death of some 
football fans in Calabar, who were elec-
trocuted while watching Europa League 
quarter-finals game.

Thirty fans were confirmed dead and 
many injured as an electric cable from 
a high tension installation fell on the 
viewing centre where they were watch-
ing the match between Manchester 
United and Anderlecht.

“FIFA is deeply saddened by the 
deaths of several football fans in Calabar 
and offer our deepest condolences to 
family and friends of the victims,” the 
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… 2015/16 season combined revenues up 9% from 2014/15 season (£3.4bn)
…Clubs record pre-tax losses of £110m

A combination of increased wage 
costs, increased amortisation charges, 
arising from Premier League clubs’ then 
record transfer expenditure in the sum-
mer 2015 transfer window, and £110m 
of exceptional costs, resulted in an ag-
gregate pre-tax loss of around £110m in 
2015/16; the first combined pre-tax loss 
since the 2012/13 season.

He added: “Our analysis reveals a 
return to pre-tax losses, following two 
consecutive years of pre-tax profits. 
However, it is worth noting that this is 
due to a small number of one-off “excep-
tional” costs, and we fully expect that 

the Premier League’s new three-year 
broadcast rights deal will see a return 
to record levels of profitability in the 
2016/17 season.”

Adam Bull, senior consultant at De-
loitte Sports Business Group said: “We 
have already seen to some extent the 
impact of the current broadcast rights 
deal, with clubs’ combined transfer 
expenditure over the course of the 
2016/17 season reaching almost £1.4 
billion – eclipsing the previous record 
set in 2015/16 by one-third and far 
exceeding any other league in world 
football.”

Overall revenues look set to be even 

world football body wrote on its Twit-
ter handle.

Manchester United has also commis-
erated with the families of the dead fans.

United joined in the grieving of the 30 
fans that died in Calabar while watching 
Manchester United clash with Belgian 
outfit Anderlecht on Thursday night.

According to reports, about 30 foot-
ball fans in Calabar kicked the bucket 
after a high-pressure cable fell on the 

roof of the viewing centre.
Manchester United on Friday tweet-

ed: Our musings go out to the United 
fans, their loved ones influenced by the 
disaster in Calabar, Nigeria.

United won the game 2-1 and quali-
fied for the semi-finals of the competi-
tion.

United will face Spanish side, Celta 
Vigo, in the semi-finals, while Ajax of 
Netherlands will meet Lyon of France. 
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“Lootocracy” 

[The beat goes on! See the mountain of cash 
stashed away in a flat in Ikoyi by an Unknown 
Looter. God save the whistleblowers!]

T
his New Years Eve I joined a group 
of crazy carousers who swore to stay 
sober on this normally drunken night 
for one purpose only: should in case 
the clock stopped at 11:59 p.m. and 

refused to go further, we would together grab 
the hand of the clock and push it to midnight 
by force! Things had gotten so bad in Nigeria, 
anything could happen.

Our vigil proved useful—or useless, 
depending on how you look at it: the clock did 
its duty and duly clocked midnight, ushering 
in the new year! 

“God has not given up on Nigeria!” shouted 
the group. “We have one more chance to make 
good!”

As soon as the drums and fireworks died 
down I trudged home and collapsed on the 
bed. When the phone rang, I was relieved to 
see it was already 10 o’clock. 

“Happy New Year! And thanks for not 
calling at 6 o’clock.”

“Happy New Year, sir! I know what day 
this is.”

Sounds like a sensible young man.
 “So what’s on your mind this early in the 

year?”
“I’m trying to grow up, sir. I was rusticated . . .”
“What for?”
“Campus cults, plus a few other offences. 

“I’m just discovering it, sir; but evidently 
they can.”

“And your group, what do they think?”
“The answer we find most fascinating 

is the one that says that Nigeria is neither a 
Democracy nor a Dictatorship but a Lootocracy.”

“Whooaa!! What sort of wild animal is 
that??”

“It’s a monster allright. A lootocracy, as 
they defined it, is:  1. government as organized 
crime;   2. government of a nation by thieves 
and for thieves;   3. a state (country) or system of 
government organized for the primary purpose 
of looting the public treasury.”

“How is that possible in this sophisticated, 
evolved and technological 21st century?”

“Lootocracy, they said, is achieved through a 
variety of mechanisms and methods, including: 
a constitution deliberately filled with loopholes 
and absurdities; law enforcement that is 
easy to manoeuvre and override; elaborate 
civil service protocols of ‘minutes’, queries 
and signatures intended to camouflage and 
facilitate the stealing, siphoning, embezzling 
and misappropriating of public funds with no 
questions asked; a judiciary whose dedication 
to form is intended to protect thieves as long as 
they followed protocol; and a banking system 
whose managers earn billions laundering the 
stolen funds.”

“Government as organized crime, hah? 
Racketeering at the top? Crime without 
punishment? That’s a new one!” 

“Yes. Lootocracy, they said, is a system that 
makes the crime extremely easy to commit 
because the criminals command unlimited 
power over the affairs of the polity; the 
criminals are extremely difficult to catch since 
they hide in plain sight and everybody knows 
who they are; and extremely difficult to punish 
since the law enforcement and judiciary are in 
the game.”

“Lord have mercy!!! Is this what you intend 
to teach in your Teach-In?”

“Yes, sir.”
“Who will do the teaching?”
“Those experts who gave the answers.”
“You must know that their answers will 

require demonstration, evidence.”
“We told them so, sir, and they agreed.”
Did they show you any of the evidence?”
“Yes, they did.”
“I’d like to hear some of it, if you don’t mind. 

. . . What a way to start a new year! . . . .”
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. . . I spent a year in the wilderness, suffering 
and thinking. Now I am back in the university, 
determined to turn over a new leaf.”

“Very good. You’ve seen the error of your 
ways? Try and make it a great year. My very 
best to you!”

“Thank you, sir. . . . We are trying to 
organize a Teach-In, the type we’re told 
American undergraduates used to have in 
the 1960s.”

“Interesting. Who’s ‘we’?”
“Me and my colleagues. Former cultists 

who were equally driven out. They have all 
had a change of mind, and now they want to 
make good.”

“Wonderful! Now they will really enjoy the 
university when they start using it for what 
it was built for!”

“Oh yes, sir. Our parents have sung it like 
a song for years.”

“What have your parents been saying?”
“They say the university is a four-to-six-

year training camp to equip your mind and soul 
and body for the long cross-Saharan trek of life.”

“They are so right!”
“We didn’t think so before; but now we do.”
“So, what’s the topic of your Teach-In?”
“We want to start with the question: Is 

Nigeria a Democracy—or a Dictatorship? What 
do you think, sir?”

“Sounds like a thoughtful topic.”
“What would be your answer to the 

question, sir?”
“Why not ask a politician, a professor of 

political science, or a constitutional lawyer? 
They are the ones licensed to pronounce on 
such weighty matters with authority and 
confidence.”

“We have.”
“Aah-haaa! And what was their answer?”
“Their answers varied.”
 “What did they say?”
“Some said Nigeria is a Democracy, some 

a Dictatorship. Those were quite categorical.”
“I see.”
“But some called it a Mixed Grill.”
“A Mixed Grill?”
“Yes, sir, a little bit of this and a little bit of 

that. And that it all depends on how you look 
at it.”

“I see.”
“Yet still others said Nigeria is a Democracy 

in theory but a Dictatorship in practice.”
“Really! Can experts differ so greatly?”

Week
Quotes of the

There are two main ways in which an anti-virus 
software goes about working on its job. In the 
main way, it might scan through your files and 
look for any virus, the details of which are stored 
in a virus directory that it is based with. The 
next way is actually by browsing through all 
your programs to detect any suspicious behavior 
which will indicate this presence on the virus. 
The emphasis is basically on the utilization of a 
viral directory with the vast majority of antivi-
rus software that are you can buy.
There are generally other ways in which antivi-
rus software work. For instance, they try to copy 
the initial the main code on the particular exe-
cutable, before really allowing that executable to 
do its career. If the idea finds that this executables 
are generally modifying itself with no initiation, 
after that it treats it as a virus. Though this pro-
cess has found a few takers, it has been known to 
make a lot of false alerts.
The most crucial part approximately any anti-
virus software programs is understanding how 
and when to use it efficiently. Users must also be 
informed on how to identify sites that contain 
potential viruses and how to know when a site is 
not safe that you download with. It would also be 
a smart move to use your computer in the user 
mode instead of the administrator mode as this 
can keep quite a few viruses from exploding.

Blogs
From the 

“The revitalisation of Tarkwa Bay and 
optimal use of the facilities there will 
create more employment opportunities 
and stimulate economic growth in the 
country.The management is dialoguing 
with stakeholders with a view to ensur-
ing that all encumbrances on the facil-
ity are resolved’’. Hadiza Bala-Usman, 
Managing Director, Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA).

“The clock-work precision with which 
everything concerning the closure of the 
airport and the temporary relocation to 
the Kaduna Airport was handled is the 
clearest indication yet that Nigeria can 
tackle any challenge. The closure of the 
Abuja airport runway and the logistic 
nightmare it triggered must rank among 
the most intimidating
challenges faced by this Administration”. 
Lai Mohamed, Minister of Information.

“We are indebted to you (Yakubu 
Gowan) for life; if not for you, there 
would not have been one Nigeria be-
cause keeping Nigeria one was a task 
which you did well. “I will not hide my 
faith, I am a Christian and I am proud to 
be one. We are to lead the people of the 
country aright, this is our task”. Gover-
nor Oluwarotimi Akeredolu Ondo State. 

Numbers
$380
The naira rose to 380 per United States dollar on the 
parallel market on Thursday, up from 390 it closed 
on Wednesday.

$150m
The World Bank has approved  $150m loan for 
Nigeria’s mining sector.


