
    

 

Parliamentary Public Engagement 
Workshop 

Sharing Experiences and Exploring Opportunities 

The International Parliamentary Engagement Network and UniSA Justice & Society Unit, invite 
you to participate in this online, interactive workshop taking place at 

1pm AEDT until 4.30pm on Friday 26 March 2021 via zoom. 

This interactive workshop will bring together parliamentary staff, parliamentary officials and 
academics from around Australia to reflect on what works in parliamentary public 
engagement and to feed into an international discussion hosted by the International 
Parliamentary Engagement Network  Never before has the question of how the public 
engages with our elected representatives been more urgent.  This Workshop aims to provide 
a forum for sharing experiences, generating strategies and identifying future collaborations.  

Participants will be invited to engage directly with the international discussion taking place 
via zoom later in the evening of 26 March 2021. 

Objectives: 

This Workshop is designed to be the ‘Australian hub’ that will feed into the international 
discussion taking place via zoom later in the evening of 26 March 2021 on the topic of 
parliamentary engagement with citizens and communities.  

The Workshop aims to connect those working to improve the way parliaments engage with 
the communities they represent and serve by providing: 

• a forum to explore some of the ‘big picture’ questions and assumptions relating to 
parliamentary public engagement, including why engagement is important, who 
should be doing the engagement work, and who is the public or publics in Australia 
that should be engaged; 

• an opportunity for practitioners, officials and parliamentary staff to share their 
experiences of parliamentary public engagement in Australia and to reflect on their 
experiences and areas in need of further improvement or exploration; 

• an opportunity for students, researchers and academics to share current and 
emerging areas of research and to collaborate with practitioners, officials and 
parliamentary staff to identify future areas of research, evaluation and analysis; and 



• a forum for Australian academics, practitioners, officials and parliamentary staff to 
interact directly with the International Parliamentary Engagement Network (IPEN) to 
share key lessons from the Australian experience and to benefit from the experiences 
and developments occurring in other jurisdictions. 

Program Themes 

The workshop program has been informed by two focus groups involving parliamentary staff 
and academics researching in this area.  It is designed to be dynamic and interactive, with 
opportunities for all participants to share their experiences and expertise. 

Research Sharing  

Participants are warmly encouraged to share citations or links to relevant research or reports 
on the themes of parliamentary public engagement.  These sources can then be collated and 
shared to all participants after the Workshop. 

More information 

To register your interest in participating in the event, please contact Dr Sarah Moulds at 
sarah.moulds@unisa.edu.au or 0401132544. 

For more information about the IPEN please visit https://cde.leeds.ac.uk/other-
activity/international-parliament-engagement-network/   

 

  



Welcome and Introductions Sarah Moulds, UniSA [1.00-1.15] 
 

Australian Democracy and Parliamentary Public Engagement – who should be doing what and why? [1.15-2.30] 

Panel discussion with zoom chat participation 
The current state of our democracy and strengthening democratic practice in Australia, Mark Evans Democracy 2025 Project [1.15-1.30] 
Why bother engaging: theories of engagement and democratic deliberation, Simon Niemeyer & Nick Vlahos, Uni Canberra [1.30-1.45] 
Who should be leading the engagement in parliament: what legitimate role parliamentary staff should play? [1.45-2.00] 
Open discussion (introductory points offered by Jo Fleer, Parliamentary Officer, House of Assembly, Parliament of South Australiaand Dr 
Emma Banyer, Principal Research Officer, Australian Senate) 
Identifying the different Australian ‘publics’ to engage [2.00-2.15] 
Zoom chat function (introductory points offered by Gabrielle Appleby (or Megan Davis), UNSW and Carolyn Hendriks, ANU) 
Identifying the different Australian ‘publics’ to engage [2.00-2.15] 
Zoom chat function (introductory points offered by Sarah Moulds, UniSA and Bruce Baer Arnold, Canberra Law School) 

Navigating different engagement relationships in Parliament [2.30-3.15] 

Break-out sessions for participation 
Stocktake of the challenges faced by parliamentary staff when developing, implementing and evaluating engagement strategies [2.30-2.45] 
Zoom chat function (introductory points offered by Laura Sweeney | Assistant Director, Research, Australian Senate and Lauren Monaghan, 
Senior Council Officer, Digital Engagement, Parliament of New South Wales) 
Education, outreach, 
information sharing and 
engagement (Parliament v 
the Public/s) Discussion 
leader Natalie Young 
[2.45-3.15] 
 

Parliamentary committees, 
secretariat staff and developing 
and implementing engagement 
strategies (Parliamentary 
committees v the Public/s), 
Discussion leader Chris Reidy, 
University of Technology Sydney  
[2.45-3.15] 

Bringing the engagement 
outcomes into parliament 
(Parliamentary committees v 
the Parliament) discussion 
leader Carolyn Hendriks, 
Crawford School of Public Policy, 
ANU 
[2.45-3.15] 

Moving the institutional elephant 
(Parliamentary staff involved in 
engagement v other parliamentary 
staff/parliamentarians) 
Discussion leader, Ben King, Legal Advisory 
Officer, Legislative Council Committee 
Office, Western Australia  
[2.45-3.15] 

Break [3.15-3.30] 

 



Current and emerging forms of engagement and strategies for reaching new audiences [3.30-4.15] 

Break-out sessions for participation 

Stocktake of current forms of engagement being undertaken or researched in Australia [3.30-3.45] 
Zoom chat function (introductory points offered by Australian Parliamentary Studies Group Executive eg Colleen Lewis or Cheryl Samuels)  
A focused digital 
engagement officer to 
develop digital 
engagement strategies – 
presentation Lauren 
Monaghan, Senior Council 
Officer, Digital 
Engagement, Parliament 
of New South Wales 
[3.45-4.15] 

Deliberative democracy and 
citizen-led decision making in 
action: Andrew Leigh example – 
presentation Nick Vlahos, 
University of Canberra 
[3.45-4.15] 
 

Innovation and public 
engagement: outside of the 
box thinking in Australian 
parliaments – presentation 
Carolyn Hendriks, Crawford 
School of Public Policy, ANU  
[3.45-4.15] 
 

Young people and 
parliamentary 
engagement- 
presentation by 
Renee Gould, 
Principal Research 
Officer, 
Parliament of 
Western Australia  
[3.45-4.15] 

Self-determined 
engagement with 
parliament by First 
Nations peoples – 
presentation Gabrielle 
Appleby and Megan 
Davis, UNSW 
[3.45-4.15] 

Identification of key points to share with International Parliamentary Engagement Network, Sarah Moulds, UniSA [4.15-4.25] 

Final remarks on the future of Australian democracy, Mark Evans, Democracy 2025 [4.25-4.30] 



 


