
 

Today! 

This Morning’s Schedule 

508 Franklin Avenue, Grand Haven, Michigan 49417 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Scott Stanley, Parish Associate 
616-842-6760    www.fpgh.org 

  

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 
  

Our Vision:  

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as  
a Christ-centered community of acceptance, 
growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands  

to serve. 

It’s really easy 

What can I give Him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a Wise Man 

I would do my part. 

Yet what can I give Him? 
 

Give my heart. 
 

- Christina Rossetti 

8:15 - 8:45 a.m. Prayers  

 Join Rev. Marcia Wallinga and Michele Smith for prayer  

- Fellowship Hall (lower level)  
  

8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 Nursery provided for children through age 4 

 Young 5’s thru 4th grade meet in the Chapel after the  

Children’s Message 
  

10:00 a.m. Growing in Faith Hour  

 Nursery provided for children through age 4 

 The Wired Word - Room 5 

 The Birth of Jesus Prophecy & Myths - Room 3 

 Elder Training - Room 11(Lower Level) 
  

10:30 - 11:00 a.m. Prayers 

 Join Rev. Marcia Wallinga and Michele Smith for prayer  

- Fellowship Hall (lower level)  
  

11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 

 Nursery provided for children through age 4 

 Age levels will be in the following rooms: 

 Young 5’s thru Kindergarten will meet in Room 16/17  

 Grades 1st & 2nd will meet in the Chapel 

 Grades 3rd & 4th will meet in Room 20 

Welcome! 
Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lounge after  

the service. We’re glad you’re here! 

Worship Leaders 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music and Fine Arts 

Caron Farmer, Guest Organist 

Marc Felt, The Gathering Music Leader 
 

Participants:  Geneva Choir, The Gathering Band Music Team 
Greeters:  9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

 Clinton Street:  Ralph & Mary Bicknell Melissa VerHage   

 Gathering Area:  Cheryl Wilkinson Julie Kremer    

 Portico: Doug & Tina VanderWall Ann White   

 Readers: Lynne Vander Meer Melissa VerHage   

Nursery: Asia Cotton, Kayla Stuck 

Usher Team #3: Don LaVercombe, Head Usher 
  

Our Church Family & Friends 
 

Prayer requests:  Christine Bahl, George Bryant, Tim Bullerdick, June Lindberg, 

Barbara Race, Shirley Swifney, Sandy Teunis, Gerry VanStratt, Carol Winton,  

and our service men and women   
  
Thank you cookie bakers: Becky Becker, Marcia D’Oyly, Marilew Helmers,  

Kathleen Sexton, Jean Saunders, Nita Pellegrom, and Caryle Wagasky 
 

 

December Food Pantry Needs: Throughout the month of December we are 
collecting non-perishable food and new, packaged household items (such as 
detergent and toilet paper) for The Salvation Army. Please bring donations to 
the basket located in the Gathering Area.      

 

Additional special requests:  Canned beef stew - Hot Cereals - Pancake Mix - Syrup 

The flowers in the chancel are dedicated in celebration of God’s grace  
and in honor of our daughters, Meggie and Clara and 

in celebration of our 29th wedding anniversary 
by Maryanne & Eric. 

Today at the Information Desk 
Have questions? Stop by the Information Desk in The Gathering Area.  

 Pick-up a step-by-step instructional sheet for Realm 

 Sign-up to provide Youth Group Meals in 2020 

 Need directions to a room?  Stop by for a map! 

Christmas Eve  
Services 

  
  

5:00 p.m. 

Impromptu Children’s  
Christmas Pageant 

  

7:00 p.m. 
Contemporary Lessons & Carols  

 

10:00 p.m.  
Traditional Lessons & Carols 

with The Geneva Choir 

In gratitude to God for his “indescribable gift.” 

the PC(USA) invites you to support those in 

need of help and hope. Envelopes for this 

special offering are in the pews during the 

month of December.   

For Your Calendar 
  

 Sunday, December 22 

 5 pm Service of Light & Hope 
 

Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Services 

 5 pm  Christmas Pageant 

 7 pm  Contemporary Service   

           of Lessons & Carols 

 10 pm  Traditional Service of           

            Lessons & Carols 
 

Wednesday, December 25 

 
 

 Church office and Joyful 

Noise are Closed 
 

Thursday, December 26 

 Church office closed 
 

Sunday, December 29 

 8:45 am Traditional Service 

 11 am Contemporary Service 
 

More information available in FPC’s 
Weekly Updates, Tidings, and Website: 

www.fpgh.org 

A Service of Light and HopeA Service of Light and HopeA Service of Light and Hope   
5:00 p.m.  5:00 p.m.  5:00 p.m.     

   

This time of reflection and contemplation will help those  
of us who seek companionship during a time when the  
joyful music of the season and loud celebrations can be 
overwhelming. 
 

Join us this afternoon at 5:00 p.m. in our beautiful sanctuary 
to experience a time of peace and solace during the Advent 
season. (childcare is available) 

 

Parent Reminder:  
Please sign in your children and print name tags 

at the Family Ministries Desk located in The 

Gathering Area before going in to the Sanctuary 

for worship services 

 



 

Traditional Worship 

8:45 a.m.  
  

Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church!   
If you do not have a church home in the Grand Haven area, we invite you  

to make our church yours. We are an open congregation and we welcome you.  
 

Preparing 
 

PRELUDE – Savior of the Nations, Come BWV 659 J.S. Bach 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please feel free to use a Prayer Request Card in your pew, and place it in the  
offering plate. Your request will be added to the confidential prayer chain. 

 

Gathering 
 

INTROIT – Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light  
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Ray & Barb Nelson 
Reader 1:  O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent. 
Reader 2:  We hear your angel bring good news in the night to the shepherds 

in the fields. They heard your word and with haste went to see the 
promised child. Like the shepherds may we respond quickly when 
we hear you speak.  

Reader 1:  You come in unexpected places to unexpected people. Into the 
quiet corners of our lives you are still speaking. Train our ears to 
hear you. Slow our lives down, so that we have space to act for 
the benefit of your world. May we bear within us the promised 
child, Jesus, the Light of the World. 

People:  Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your 
good news to life within us. Give us courage to carry your light 
into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN 102 – Savior of the Nations, Come 

  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
People:   May God be with you as you worship and learn together.   
Children: May God be with you as you worship here. 
People: Go in peace. 

Children through age 4 are welcome in nursery. Children Young 5s  
thru 4th grade meet in the Chapel. All others remain in worship. 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 
One:  Every notion we have about power, success, wealth, and achievement, 

God takes and tosses out the window. More importantly, God comes to 
us, to upset our notion that we have to save ourselves. In Jesus, God 
comes to us, removing our sin, our failures, our expectations, so we 
might have new life. Together, let us pray:  

All:  We confess we are not the people you hope us to be. The very ones 
you favor, we too often ignore or ridicule. The ones you knock off 
their pedestals, we admire and emulate. Forgive us, Mighty God, 
and look with grace upon us. We would live secure in your love;  
we would be the ones of peace for our world, we would seek to do 
your will, as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in whose name 
we pray. (time for silent confession) 

 

RESPONSE – On Christmas Night All Christians Sing Hymn 112, vs 3 
When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place; 
when sin departs before His grace, then life and health come in its place; 
heaven and earth with joy may sing, all for to see the new-born King. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
One:  Even now—yes, even in this very moment, God comes to us, bringing 

hope, bringing forgiveness, bringing grace as freely offered gifts to us. 
All:  May we open our hearts to the God who is with us and receive the 

gifts which have been offered to us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church!   
If you do not have a church home in the Grand Haven area,  

we invite you to make our church yours. We are an open congregation  

and we welcome you.  
  

GATHERING TO MEET GOD 
 

Countdown - Silent Night 
  

Welcome & Announcements  
Please feel free to use a Prayer Request Card in your pew, and place it in the 

offering plate. Your request will be added to the confidential prayer chain. 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle Scott & Carrie Rivette 
 

Children’s Message   
Children thru age 4 are welcome in the nursery. Children, Y5-Kindergarten meet  

in room 16/17; 1st/2nd grades meet in the Chapel; 3rd/4th grades meet in room 20.  

All others remain in worship   

 

Worship in Song - The First Noel 
  

Confession and Grace Kristine Aragon Bruce 
  

 LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD   
  

Prayer for Understanding 
  

First Lesson - Isaiah 52:7-10 p. 596 pew Bible 

Second Lesson - Luke 2:8-20 p. 833 pew Bible 
   

The Good News Messengers Troy Hauser Brydon 
   

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  

Prayers of the People with The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Admission of New Members 

 

Time, Talent & Treasures - O Holy Night 
  

Prayer of Thanks 
 

  CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD 
  

Commitment Song - What A Glorious Night 
  

God’s Vision & Blessing for Us 
  

Concluding Song - Give Us Clean Hands 

 

  WORSHIP CONCLUDES—SERVICE BEGINS! 

*RESPONSE – On Christmas Night all Christians Sing Hymn 112 vs 4 
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night; 
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night; 
Glory to God in highest heaven; peace on earth and goodwill. Amen!” 

 

Proclaiming 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 52:7-10 p. 596 pew Bible 
SECOND LESSON – Luke 2:8-20 p. 833 pew Bible 
 

One:  The Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON Messengers Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 
 

Responding 
 

*RESPONSIVE HYMN 274 – You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 

All:  With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share in the ministry 
of Christ, for we are all one in him.  

 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY – A Simple Gloria  Libby Larsen 
 

*DOXOLOGY – The Snow Lay on the Ground Hymn 116, vs 4 

And thus that manger poor became a throne; for he whom Mary bore 
was God the Son. O come, then, let us join the heavenly host to praise the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite 
adoremus Dominum. 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
   

*CONCLUDING HYMN 144 – In the Bleak Midwinter 
 

*CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
One:  As we faithfully live our lives in this coming week, what does God 

call us to do? 
All:  We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered 

community of acceptance, growing in faith and living as Christ’s 
hands to serve. 

 

*BENEDICTION and CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       
 Please join hands across the aisle 

     My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout Hymn 100, vs 4 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us 
fast: God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us 
bound, till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the 
world around. My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of 
your justice burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the 
world is about to turn. 
 

 POSTLUDE – Carol of the Advent  Rebecca Groom Te Velde 
 

Worshippers are invited to remain seated and listen to the Postlude, or exit quietly  
to the Narthex and Fellowship Hall to greet and converse with one another. 

 

Worship Concludes—Service Begins! 
 

*for those who are able, please stand. 


