
With this activity, students analyze various artists involved with the Harlem Renaissance. Students use the 
internet to visit collections of the artistic works and use a Google Slides document to evaluate those works. 
Students will need access to the internet, Google Slides, Newsela, and Youtube for their analysis. This lesson 
provides students with the opportunity to really explore the art of the Harlem Renaissance.

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8 - 11!

Supporting 
Question

● How did the creators of the Harlem Renaissance express themselves through art?

Formative 
Performance 
Task

Students will investigate the artists of the Harlem Renaissance by visiting collections of the 
artists’ works. They will then select pieces of art to evaluate. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 
(NY State)

8.4e After World War I, the United States entered a period of economic prosperity and 
cultural change. This period is known as the Roaring Twenties. During this time, new 
opportunities for women were gained, and African Americans engaged in various efforts to 
distinguish themselves and celebrate their culture.

Content 
Specifications 
(NY State)

Students will explore the changes in American culture after World War I, including an 
examination of the Harlem Renaissance and other changes in New York City.

Sources: Student Sources:
● A copy of the Google Slides document (can be provided through Google Classroom)
● Access to the following - Newsela (free, but students might need to make an 

account) and Youtube (this portion can be done as a class if access to Youtube is 
more limited.) The other websites linked should be freely accessible. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the document for students. This link 

will prompt you to make a copy. You will need to add this document to your drive, 
and assign it to students through the classwork tab. See the directions below.

● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the original document. Much of the text 
in the version for students has been locked. Therefore, I’m providing a link to the 
original so that students can edit if needed. 

● Go to Google Classroom

● Click the “classwork” tab at the top.

● Click “create.”

● Click the Google Drive button and then find the assignment. 

● Once the assignment is added, then click the drop down tab next to the 
assignment, and click “make a copy for each student.” This way, when 
students turn in the assignment, it will go right back to the classwork 
folder for you. 

To Assign Lesson in Google Classroom...



Lesson Plan Great for grades 8 - 11!

❏ REVIEW the full digital assignment to make sure you understand what students will be asked to 
complete. There are several web links provided that you might wish to preview (some of the links provide 
access to artwork that includes nudity, however, it is not immediately accessible nor graphic in any way. 
It’s art.) 

❏ DECIDE which of the background slides you would like students to complete. The first one requires 
Newsela and the second only requires Youtube (but it may take students more time.) You will need to 
delete the slides you would like to skip from the slide deck. 
If you need to edit any of the text in the student version, just click slide - edit theme. The text is locked in 
the background, but it’s still there. 

❏ ASSIGN THE LESSON in Google Classroom using the procedure described on the first page of this 
lesson plan. 

Before Class...

ALLOW STUDENTS to complete the assignment independently. This assignment really allows for some 
student choice, so students can make their own decisions about the artwork. Depending on the age level of the 
students, this assignment can take anywhere between 60 to 80 minutes. Specific slides can be deleted if time is 
limited. 

If teachers choose to utilize the videos as the introduction, that portion of the assignment might be completed as a 
class and it may take students longer to complete. 

Procedure for Class...


