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IntroductioN
T H E  S T A M  I N D U S T R Y

“stam” is an acronym for Sifrei Torah, tefilin, and mezu-
zos 1 Nearly all observant Jews will be involved in at least 
one stam-related purchase in their lifetimes  Every Jewish 
male adult needs a pair of tefilin  Every Jewish home needs 
several mezuzos  Megilos, while usually considered a luxury 
item, also represent a significant portion of the stam busi-
ness  Besides being bought for personal use, many stam 
items are commonly purchased as gifts 2

In a perfect world, every person in the stam-supply-chain 
would be a pious individual with a solid grasp of the relevant 
halachos, and it wouldn’t really matter where one would go 
to buy stam  Unfortunately, we don’t live in a perfect world, 
and by all accounts, the vast majority of stam currently on 
the market ranges from borderline-kosher to totally-unfit-
for-use  Even among the products that are sold as “mehudar”, 
many are at best kosher bidi’eved 3

1  Other STAM items include megilos and nevi’im. 

2  Sifrei Torah and nevi’im, although less likely to be bought by the average 
Jew, represent a large portion of the STAM market. Everything written here 
applies to them as well. 

3  See chapter 6 for an explanation of these terms. 

Part of the problem is simple ignorance  The retailers and 
middlemen are relying on the manufacturers to supply 
them with a kosher product that adheres to a clearly defined 
standard  They are often uneducated with regard to the ba-
sics of the laws of stam, so they don’t even know what ques-
tions to ask in determining the kashrus level of the product  
The sofrim and other craftsmen may also be unaware of 
some of the finer points of halacha and may therefore be 
inadvertently creating invalid or marginally kosher stam 

Additionally, even in situations where the people involved 
are well versed in halacha, there is a strong financial incen-
tive to ignore potential problems and there are many op-
portunities to cut corners  Once the product is completed, 
there is often no way to know exactly what standards were 
adhered to in the production process 

Finally, all too often, the non-kosher stam comes to market 
through deliberate deception  stam is big business, and like 
any big business, it attracts shady operators who are inter-
ested in making easy money by preying on the uninformed  
For example, costs can be cut drastically by moving the pro-
duction of raw materials (parchment, etc ) overseas — of-
ten to China or Russia  Supervision is practically nonexis-
tent, and many of these factories operate without regard for 
any halachic standards  They churn out 100% pasul materi-
als that are brought to market at bargain-basement prices 
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What can a stam buyer do to protect himself? Read on…


apter 1
T H E  S O F E R

A sofer stam (scribe) must be a Torah-observant adult Jew-
ish male 4 He must have a thorough knowledge of the laws 
of stam, as well as the necessary technical skills  The first 
question to ask when researching a sofer is whether he is 
certified and by whom  Certification alone does not guar-
antee anything, but it sets a baseline  A sofer who passed a 
certification exam has, at the very least, demonstrated be-
fore an experienced examiner that he possesses a rudimen-
tary knowledge of the laws of stam  The two largest orga-
nizations that certify sofrim today are the Va’ad Mishmeres 
stam (sometimes called Machon Mishmeres stam), and the 
badatz Eida Chareidis  There are many smaller institutions 
and batei din that issue stam certification, but the ubiquity 

4  Any STAM written by a woman, child, non-Jew, non-observant Jew, deaf-
mute or someone who is mentally impaired is pasul and must be buried. 
STAM written by a heretic must be burned. 

of the two larger organizations means that a certificate is-
sued by anyone else is worth some follow-up  That is not 
to say that there is necessarily a problem, but it would be 
worthwhile to check with someone knowledgable about the 
stam business to make sure there is no cause for concern 

 note 
The qualities outlined here (and in future chap-
ters) are broad principles and are no guarantee 
of mehudar (or even kosher) STAM. However, fol-
lowing these guidelines will at least increase the 
chances that you will know what you are getting 
and that you will be getting what you paid for.

After initial certification, a sofer must constantly review the 
relevant halachos — similar to a professional musician or 
athlete who must constantly practice and train to remain in 
top form  Along with ongoing review of the halachic texts, a 
sofer should ideally have access to a qualified posek for ques-
tions that come up in the course of writing  At the very least, 
the sofer should have a relationship with an expert magi’ah 
(proofreader) who can deal with common issues himself, and 
has access to poskim who can resolve more obscure matters 

Another equally important quality that a sofer must have 
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is “yiras shamayim” — literally “fear of Heaven”, including 
honesty and integrity and thus reliability and trustworthi-
ness  Unfortunately, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to 
evaluate another person’s yiras shamayim  One approach is 
to seek recommendations from a trusted and knowledgeable 
third-party  Another is to observe how the sofer acts in other 
areas of his life, if you know him personally  The further you 
get from the source the more difficult it will be to get a clear 
picture of what kind of person the sofer is  Because of this, it 
is always preferable to buy directly from a sofer you know, or 
from a trustworthy dealer who knows the sofer personally 


apter 2
P R O O F R E A D I N G  &  P S A K

Before a written stam product can be used, it must go 
through two different types of rigorous examinations:

1. To ensure that all the letters have the correct shape 
and are spaced correctly;

2. To make sure there are no missing, extra or substi-
tuted letters or words  

Everything in the preceding chapter regarding the qualities 
of a sofer applies to a magi’ah as well  In addition, the certi-
fication exam for a magi’ah covers a wider range of halachic 
sources, and he also must go though a period of apprentice-
ship with an expert magi’ah or posek to get real-world ex-
perience with the variety of questions that come up  Every 
item of stam must be checked by a magi’ah  If at all feasible, 
examination by two different Magihim is preferred — ev-
eryone has a unique way of seeing things and one magi’ah 
might catch a problem that another missed 

 note 
A sofer should not check STAM without receiv-
ing additional certification as a magi’ah. The 
two jobs require very different sets of skills and 
knowledge.

In addition to being checked manually, all stam should go 
through a computer scan: A digital image of the mezuza, 
tefilin parsha or column (of a Sefer Torah, navi or megila) 
is analyzed by an ocr program that compares the image to 
the correct text  The program is not sophisticated enough 
to entirely replace the magi’ah (and probably never will be), 
but it excels in the one area that people are most fallible — 
finding missing, extra and transposed letters 
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There are many stories of stam being used for years with-
out being checked properly, and upon examination they 
were found to be obviously pasul — often irreparably so:

 � A man puts on tefilin for 20 years, not knowing that 
two letters are touching each-other, changing the 
word “מזזות” into “מחות”, which makes the tefilin 
pasul  He never once fulfilled the mitzva of tefilin, 
not to mention that he made a beracha levatala every 
day…

 � A community reads from a pasul Sefer Torah every 
week for years without realizing it, until one day a 
sharp-eyed bar mitzva boy gets up to read and no-
tices a word is missing…

 � A landlord buys the cheapest mezuzos he can find for 
his rental apartment  The “sofer” who wrote them 
worked very quickly and was not careful with the 
shapes or spacing of the letters  Every single mezuza 
is pasul  The tenants don’t bother to check the mezu-
zos, assuming their “religious” landlord took care of 
it already…

Stories like these happen every day, and they can be avoided 
altogether if every article of stam was checked properly — 
by a magi’ah and by computer — before being brought to 
market 

 note 
Even the best magi’ah in the world can only 
check for certain types of problems — those that 
are apparent in the final product. Many of the is-
sues that can come up in STAM have to do with 
how an event took place, or the exact order of a 
sequence of events. These issues are just as seri-
ous — and can be just as pasul — as a missing 
word. For this reason, you can’t just rely on the 
magi’ah; the sofer needs to be reliable too.

Even though the magi’ah has broader experience and train-
ing than a sofer, it often happens that a question is too 
delicate for the magi’ah to decide on his own and he must 
bring it to a posek who is a specialist in stam  Most rabbis 
— even well-regarded rabbis who routinely decide all kinds 
of weighty issues — are not qualified to render a decision 
on many of the finer points of the laws of stam  To make 
a comparison to another field of halacha: Although most 
rabbis would be comfortable officiating at a wedding, many 
would not feel qualified to preside over the giving of a get  
Fewer still have the requisite experience and knowledge to 
deal with issues of chalitza and yibum 

It is recommended that the buyer knows which poskim the 
sofer and magi’ah use  If a sofer or magi’ah claims that he 

c o n t e n t s  p r e v i o u s  p a g e  |  n e x t  p a g e 





5

doesn’t need a posek because he doesn’t ever have any ques-
tions, then the buyer should take his business elsewhere  
Even the most experienced sofer has questions, and even 
the most expert magi’ah comes across new situations in 
which he requires guidance 


apter 3
K L A F  &  K L A F - M A K I N G

stam is written on “klaf”, which is parchment made from 
the skin of any kosher animal or bird (but not fish) 5 Ritual 
slaughter (shechita) is not required, as long as the species is 
kosher  The best kind of klaf, and the most common in use 
today, is made from the skin of “shlil”, cow embryos  The 
skins must be processed in a solution of lime or gall-nuts 
for four days (or at least until the hairs fall off), and the 

5  In Talmudic times, Sifrei Torah were written on gevil (un-split leather), tefilin 
were written on klaf (the upper layer of split hide), and mezuzos were writ-
ten on duchsustus (the lower layer of split hide). The current practice is to 
scrape off and discard the lower layer of the skin (the duchsustus) and just 
use the upper layer (the klaf ) for all STAM, although gevil is available and 
used by a few (mostly Yemenite) sofrim. 

processing must be done “lishma”: the person putting the 
skins in the lime-bath must say that he is doing it “for the 
sanctity of a Sefer Torah (or Tefilin, Mezuza, etc )” 

Once upon a time, the sofrim made their own klaf  Although 
there are still a few sofrim who do that today (I personally 
know only one), currently nearly all the klaf on the mar-
ket is made in a factory setting  The different klaf factories 
come in all sizes, from small, family-operated businesses to 
industrial-sized outfits with many employees 

Given the scale and scope of the production of klaf, it is rec-
ommended that the factory has the supervision of a repu-
table hechsher 6 Unfortunately, many klaf factories operate 
without a hechsher  If knowledgable buyers start insisting 
on klaf with a hechsher it would go a long way towards con-
vincing the recalcitrant factories to bring in reliable third-
party supervision 

There are two possible processes for making klaf; it is either 
made entirely by hand or mostly by machine with limited 
human help  Although at one time the handmade klaf was 
of a much lower quality, in recent years the klaf makers 
have refined their processing and the quality level is about 
the same as machine made klaf  Handmade klaf still has 

6  Klaf production is similar in many ways to industrial food production and 
should be supervised with the same care. 
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some unique properties that the sofer may need to get used 
to, but overall the experience is similar enough to writing 
on machine made klaf  Most sofrim who claim that they are 
unable to write on handmade klaf probably haven’t tried it 
recently 

Handmade klaf has many additional hidurim over machine 
made, and there are even poskim who feel that the machine 
made klaf is only kosher bidi’eved  The price of handmade 
klaf can be much higher (as much as double, depending 
on the particular factory and what hidurim they include), 
but there are factories that produce high-quality handmade 
klaf at almost the same price as machine made klaf  If at 
all possible, it is certainly preferable to buy stam written 
on handmade klaf  Most sofrim don’t offer it as an option 
except on their high-end products, but the market would 
likely accommodate an increase in demand 


apter 4
B A T I M  &  R E T Z U ’ O S

The black boxes that house the tefilin parshi’os are called 

“batim”; the black straps that hold the tefilin in place are 
called “retzu’os”  Like klaf, the batim and retzu’os must be 
made from the skin of a kosher animal and they must be 
made “lishma”  Likewise, the black paint can not contain 
any ingredients derived from non-kosher sources and must 
also be applied “lishma” 

High quality batim — called “gasos” — are made from the 
thick skin of a large animal, usually a cow, by stretching, 
folding and compressing one piece of leather into the re-
quired shape  Well-made gasos are expensive but should 
have a lifespan of about 100 years  Lower quality batim in-
clude “dakos” — similar to gasos but made from the thin-
ner skin of a goat or sheep; and “pshutim” — made by cut-
ting and gluing many different pieces of leather together  
Both dakos and pshutim will start to lose their shape after 
10-15 years and are not recommended under most circum-
stances 7

Unlike klaf, which is all made in a factory setting, some of 
the batim and retzu’os on the market are mass-produced in 
factories and some are hand-crafted by individuals  When 
the batim or retzu’os are made by an individual, determin-
ing (and enforcing) the quality and kashrus level is a rela-
tively uncomplicated matter  Many of the craftsmen who 

7  Batim pshutim are (at best) kosher bidi’eved according to most poskim. 
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make private batim and retzu’os have long-standing rela-
tionships and an open-door policy with poskim and other 
stam professionals who have intimate knowledge of the 
particulars of their work processes and serve as an unof-
ficial hechsher on the end product  A modest amount of 
research should be enough to verify that a given batim- or 
retzu’os-maker is knowledgable of the relevant halachos 
and has the yiras shamayim to apply them even when there 
is a risk of great financial loss 

 note 
It would certainly be ideal for the private batim- 
and retzu’os-makers to have certification (like so-
frim and magihim) or a hechsher (like klaf-mak-
ers), but at this point no such framework exists. 
Even so, from a kashrus perspective, good qual-
ity privately-made batim and retzu’os tend to be 
far better than the factory-made equivalent.

If the batim or retzu’os are mass-produced, the factory 
should have a hechsher (similar to klaf factories)  Even with 
a hechsher, the factory environment presents many diffi-
culties that are not relevant to the individual craftsman  A 
large-scale operation has much higher expenses to cover, 
which puts the factory owner under pressure to produce 

the largest quantity in the least amount of time  For this 
reason (among others), the factories rely on a variety of 
halachic leniencies in order to speed up production 

Even leaving aside the financial incentive, the sheer vol-
ume of modern mass-production has an adverse impact 
on quality control  Each worker in the assembly line tries 
to work as fast as he can to avoid bottlenecks in the work-
flow  In contrast, a private craftsman works on one item at 
a time  He gives it the attention it deserves and makes sure it 
meets the desired level of hidur before setting it down and 
moving on to the next one 

Another problem inherent in a factory setting is that many 
people are involved in the production  There is no practi-
cal way for the consumer to know if everyone on the line is 
equal in their halachic knowledge and yiras shamayim  You 
can then have a situation where almost all the work done in 
a given factory is done at a mehudar level, but one guy on 
the production line doesn’t take the same care as everyone 
else, so all the batim or retzu’os from this factory are only 
kosher bidi’eved (or even pasul) 8

These are but a few of the many issues inherent in a factory 

8  The issue of uneven production quality is relevant even in factories with a 
hechsher. Although the hechsher sets the halachic standard, the certifying 
agency can not check out all the workers to make sure they always meet that 
standard. 
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setting  One last point worth mentioning is that kashrus 
supervision is very difficult in factories  In the stam indus-
try, even in factories that have kashrus certification, there 
are often production stages which have minimal supervi-
sion, and sometimes no supervision at all  Ultimately the 
buyer is relying on the factory owner and all of his em-
ployees to ensure that the end product meets the desired 
halachic standard 9

Besides the production environment where the batim and 
retzu’os are made, another variable that needs to be consid-
ered is the methods used; similar to klaf production, batim 
and retzu’os can be made entirely by hand, or mostly by 
machine  The private batim and retzu’os makers generally 
produce only handmade products, but many of the facto-
ries offer a choice of machine made or handmade 10 As with 
klaf, handmade retzu’os and batim have many additional 
hidurim over machine made and according to many pos-
kim are halachically preferable 

9  In recent history there have been numerous incidents where batim and 
retzu’os factories altered some aspect of their production — either inno-
cently or maliciously — without the knowledge of the kashrus supervisors. 
These changes sometimes go undetected for months or years and often 
have a significant impact on the kashrus-level of the final products. 

10  Even in factories that produce “handmade” batim and retzu’os, the products 
are often only considered “handmade” according to minority halachic opin-
ions. 

In light of the above, it is very important for the buyer of 
stam to research the sources of the materials used  Every 
craftsman and factory has their own set of standards  It is 
the buyer’s responsibility to be informed as to what those 
standards are and to buy stam that fall within his “comfort 
zone” of Torah observance 


apter 5
“ S O C H R I M ” :  R E T A I L E R S ,  D E A L E R S 
&  O T H E R  M I D D L E M E N

Most people who buy stam do not go directly to a sofer 
to commission the work  Instead, they go to a retailer who 
buys stam from many different sources and sells to the gen-
eral public  This gives sofrim an opportunity to sell to a 
wider market than they would otherwise be able to access, 
and it gives buyers a central location to fill their stam needs 
without having to go hunting around for a sofer 

In essence, buying stam from a retailer or dealer is taking a 
huge leap of faith — much more so than when buying di-
rectly from a sofer  When buying from a sofer, you are deal-
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ing with one person  If you don’t know the sofer personally, 
you can ask a rabbi or other knowledgable person if he is 
reliable, and, if you are satisfied with the answer, you can 
buy with confidence  When you buy from a socher, even 
one who is known to be reliable, you are trusting that every 
single sofer, magi’ah, klaf maker, batim maker and retzu’os 
maker that he deals with, as well as all of their employees, are 
entirely trustworthy  This is easily dozens of people and for 
a large-volume retailer it can even be hundreds of people  
If even one person in the supply chain is not reliable, every 
single item in the socher’s inventory is now suspect 

The enormous responsibility that the socher carries also 
makes it necessary that the socher himself be an expert in 
all areas of hilchos stam  This is self-evident — the socher 
must evaluate every item he buys to determine its status: Is 
it kosher or pasul? Is it bidi’eved or lechatchila or mehu-
dar? It is not possible for a socher to make these distinc-
tions unless he has the halachic background to differentiate 
between them 

The customer always assumes that the stam he is buying is 
at the very least kosher  If the retailer tells the customer that 
he is selling him an item that is “mehudar”, the customer 
feels justified spending more money for a better product  A 
retailer who is not himself an expert in hilchos stam can not 
honestly make any guarantees as to kashrus level of his stock 

The sad fact is, most of the people selling stam today are 
not experts in hilchos stam  By way of example, a signif-
icant percentage of the mezuzos on the market are sold 
in “Judaica stores”  Some of these shops are simply book-
stores catering to the religious Jewish market  Some of the 
stores are really arts & crafts galleries — they sell decorative 
items for ritual use  A bookstore is a fine place to buy a book 
on the laws of mezuza  A store that sells primarily framed 
prints and kiddush cups is a great place to buy a mezuza 
case  Neither store is the ideal place to buy a mezuza itself 
(or any other stam item) 

Even when dealing with a retailer who is an expert in the 
laws of stam, there is another potential pitfall; as noted, 
the competition in the stam market is strong  A retailer 
who is an expert in stam still has to compete with the Ju-
daica gallery down the block which is selling pasul mezuzos 
as “kosher” and bidi’eved mezuzos as “mehudar”  Even if 
the retailer is an honest person who would never know-
ingly sell something pasul, he may use phrases like “basic 
kosher” when labeling stam that is only kosher bidi’eved, 
and he might say “the writing is mehudar” when describing 
a handwriting sample that is aesthetically beautiful but may 
have minor halachic deficiencies 

The average stam-buyer has only two ways to protect him-
self and increase the odds that he is getting what he paid 
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for  The first is to properly research the dealers  Ask around; 
talk to rabbis and stam professionals  Find out where 
knowledgable people buy stam for their own families  Get 
recommendations from as many good sources as possible 
— some sochrim will get praised more than others 

After doing the legwork and getting solid recommendations 
from multiple sources, the next step is to take the stam for 
independent third-party verification  Any decent magi’ah 
should be able to give a fairly good estimate of the value of 
a given piece of stam, as well as evaluate its halachic status  
The inspection may not be free, but it is a small price to pay 
for the peace of mind that comes from knowing that the 
stam is kosher at a level and price that is within the buyer’s 
comfort zone  If the seller is unwilling to let the buyer take 
the stam item for an independent examination then the 
buyer should take his business elsewhere 


apter 6
B I D I ’ E V E D ,  L E C H A T C H I L A ,  &  M E H U D A R

The terms “bidi’eved”, “lechatchila” and “mehudar” are reg-

ularly used in many areas of religious Jewish life, but the 
criteria for the different levels are often ambiguous  Addi-
tionally, many people do not have a clear understanding of 
the circumstances that would make one choice acceptable 
or preferable over others 

 note 
The terms are defined here as they relate to 
STAM. Extrapolation to other areas of halacha 
should be done in consultation with a compe-
tent halachic authority.

 � Literally, bidi’eved means “after the fact”  When 
something is “kosher bidi’eved”, it usually means that 
a significant minority opinion says it’s kosher, even if 
the majority opinion holds that it is not kosher  Due 
to the lenient ruling of the minority, we might be 
able to accept the status as kosher — in circumstances 
that are themselves less than ideal  This last point is 
critical and bears repeating: Bidi’eved does not mean 
“good enough”; a more realistic definition would be 
something like, “If this is really the best we can hope 
for, then it will have to suffice ”

 � Along the same lines, lechatchila means “the ideal sce-
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nario”  If something is said to be “kosher lechatchila”, 
it generally means that there is a consensus among 
the majority of poskim that it is kosher  Lechatchila 
should be the baseline level of kashrus under normal 
conditions 

 � Mehudar means “beautiful” or “enhanced”  For 
something to be enhanced halachically, the item in 
question would of course need to meet the require-
ments of the majority of poskim, and additionally 
fulfill more stringent opinions 

Another aspect of “hidur” is an aesthetic consider-
ation: Based on the verse, “This is my G-d and I will 
glorify him”, the Gemara learns that there is an obli-
gation to have stam that is visually pleasing — that 
the materials and the handwriting should look beau-
tiful  Increased beauty of stam is a halachic value, 
and all else being equal, one should purchase stam 
that looks nicer 

These explanations are very broad but should be adequate 
for most stam purchases 



apter 7
E V A L U A T I N G  S T A M  I N  T H E  M A R K E T

Once the different halachic levels of stam are established, 
the next step will be correctly grading the various items in 
the marketplace  This is much more complicated than it 
would seem  Although much of the stam on the market is 
only kosher bidi’eved,11 one would be hard pressed to find 
stam that is actually labeled as such  If any identifying la-
bels exist at all, usually phrases like “basic kosher” or “entry 
level” will be used  As a good rule of thumb, even if we can 
assume that all the stam in a given establishment is actu-
ally kosher, we should always assume that the less expensive 
items in any category are only kosher bidi’eved 

At the other end of the spectrum, when shopping for 
mehudar items a similar problem arises  Since “mehu-
dar” has multiple meanings, often it is used to describe 
an item that is aesthetically beautiful, even if it is not at 
all halachically “enhanced”  Also, even when the finished 
product looks halachically mehudar, there are many im-
portant  hidurim that can’t be seen  Finally, since there 
are so many different hidurim, stam is sometimes grad-

11  As mentioned in the Introduction, a great deal of the STAM in the market is 
not kosher at all. 
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ed “mehudar+”, “mehadrin min hamehadrin”, and other 
meaningless labels  There is often no way of identifying 
which hidurim these items have, and the average con-
sumer has no way of knowing which hidurim are truly 
important and which are simply “nice extras” 

It is beyond the scope here to list and rate all the different 
hidurim  Nevertheless, according to many contemporary 
poskim there are three “hidden” hidurim that are all re-
quired for the stam to be considered “mehudar”:

 � Avodas Yad: As discussed in chapters 3 and 4, the 
various materials used in the production of STAM 
can be made by hand or by machine  All poskim 
agree that the handmade materials are mehudar  
With regard to machine made materials, the opin-
ions of contemporary poskim are split: Some hold 
that they can be called mehudar; others regard 
them as kosher lechatchila; and some poskim only 
consider them kosher bidi’eved  Given the range of 
opinions regarding machine made materials, STAM 
should not be called “mehudar” unless it is pro-
duced exclusively from handmade materials 

 � Rashba: Each letter in STAM must be “mukaf gevil” 
— surrounded by gevil (i e  klaf)  One aspect of haka-
fas gevil is that the letters can not touch each other  
According to the Rashba, if in the course of writing a 

letter it touches another letter, any part of the second 
letter that was written after the letters touched is in-
valid and must be erased and rewritten 12 The Shul-
chan Aruch rules like other Rishonim that it is not 
necessary to erase any portion of the second letter, 
and just erasing the connection between the two let-
ters makes it kosher 13 STAM that was written follow-
ing the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch but not the 
stringency of the Rashba is still kosher lechatchila, 
but it should not be sold as “mehudar” 

 � Avnei Nezer: Tefilin and mezuzos (but not Sifrei To-
rah, megilos or nevi’im) must be written kisidran (in 
sequential order)  This means that even if the letters 
appear in the right place, but were written out of se-
quence, the tefilin or mezuza is pasul  If only part of 
a later letter was written before the completion of an 
earlier letter (for example: In the word “Shema”, if 
the sofer wrote the top of the “shin”, then the top of 
the “mem”, then he went back and finished the “shin”, 
then finished the “mem”), the letters were still writ-

12  Depending on how the letters are touching, sometimes the whole second 
letter must be erased and rewritten. 

13  This is all assuming that the connection between the letters does not affect 
their “ikar tzura” (essential form) in any way. For example, a “vav” following a 
“chaf” can be transformed into a “mem” with just a small hairline connection 
at the tops of the letters. In those types of situations, both letters must be 
erased and rewritten according to all opinions. 
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ten kisidran according to the Mishna Berura, but 
not according to the Avnei Nezer  Tefilin or mezu-
zos which were written without accounting for the 
opinion of the Avnei Nezer can be considered kosher 
lechatchila, but should not be called “mehudar” 

 note 
The presence of these hidurim (or lack thereof ) 
can not be ascertained by merely inspecting 
the final product — the only way to find out if 
a STAM item meets these standards is to ask the 
sofer who wrote it.14

There is one last point worth considering when looking to buy 
good quality stam from a retailer: The stam item that is la-
beled “mehudar” may not be halachically mehudar, but there is 
a good chance that it is — at the very least — kosher lechatch-
ila  In contrast, stam that is labeled “lechatchila” may very well 
be only kosher bidi’eved according to many poskim 


14  Most sofrim will not provide these hidurim unless the buyer specifically re-

quests them. 

conclusioN
W H A T  T O  B U Y ?

There are many potential issues that can come up in cre-
ating stam  Armed with this information, consumers can 
evaluate the pros and cons of comparable stam items, and 
purchase stam that fits their lifestyle and level of religious 
observance 15

It pays to keep in mind that stam purchases are like most 
other things in life: You get what you pay for (if you’re 
lucky)  The minimum level of stam that most people 
should buy is “lechatchila”, but as a general rule, the best 
option is to buy the highest quality stam you can afford 



15  A “worksheet” is also available as a free download from stam-ink-press.
blogspot.com to assist in the decision-making process. 
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Israel  Shortly after making Aliyah in 2000, 
Etan started writing megilos and nevi’im 
part-time  A part-time hobby became a full-
time career, and he eventually moved on to 
writing Sifrei Torah, tefilin, and mezuzos  

Etan has recently finished writing his 6th Sefer Torah 

Etan blogs about stam and stam-related issues at www 
stam ink  Questions, comments, and suggestions can be 
sent to sofer@stam ink 


about the guıDE
This guide began as a blog post on stam ink  One post be-
came two, and two posts became nine — written in fits and 
spurts over a span of several months  The blog posts (with 
minor modifications) are now combined into an e book to 
get all the material into one portable package 

This ebook is available as a Mobi file for Kindle, as well as 
ePub format for most other e-readers 16 It is also available 
as a pdf for printing or viewing on a pc, Mac, tablet com-
puter, or smartphone 

For updates, more information, and free downloadable 
files, go to www stam-ink-press blogspot com 

All text, images, design and production by Etan Katz  Spe-
cial thanks to Rabbi Reuvain Mendlowitz for  reading over 
the early drafts, and to Rabbi Yehuda Rock for his com-
ments and editorial expertise 

“Purchasing stam: A concise guide” is li-
censed under a Creative Commons 

 Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3 0 Unported Li-
cense 17 Permissions beyond the scope of this license may 
be available at stam-ink-press blogspot com 

For usage and distribution, attribute content to: “Etan 
Katz” and link to www stam ink and to www stam-ink-
press blogspot com 

16  Applications that can read ePub files include iBooks (Mac OS, iPad, iPhone, 
& iPod Touch), Adobe Digital Editions (Mac OS & Windows), and CoolReader 
(Windows, GNU/Linux, & Android). Dedicated devices that can read ePub 
files include the Barnes & Noble NOOK, Kobo eReader, and Sony Reader. 

17  The ebook may be copied and distributed free of charge, but it may not be 
used for commercial purposes, and may not be altered in any way.

c o n t e n t s  p r e v i o u s  p a g e  |  n e x t  p a g e 




