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 PART ONE
WHAT'S INSIDE

Budgeting tips from an expert.

How to make your dream a reality



When I first meet newly

engaged couples I can see the

stress in their eyes and hear the

overwhelm in their voices.  

 Because the excitement of

finally being engaged has

calmed a little and they are

realizing that planning a

wedding is HARD!

 

The truth is that unless you are

experienced in planning large

events (and most people

aren't) then you are going to

have to spend most of your 

time researching and trying to

become an expert in lots of

fields that you may not be

familiar with such as

photography, catering,

budgeting, fashion,

entertainment, organization,

florals, and more. 

 

With so many hats to wear it

isn't any wonder that the term

Bridezilla was created.  Anyone

would turn into a monster

when they are dumped into

the deep end of the pool and 
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• I've worked as a full-time

photographer since 2004.

• Before becoming a photographer I

worked as a wedding videographer.

• I live in Bardstown, Kentucky with

my husband and two daughters.

• I've seen over 100 Broadway shows. 

• Spaghetti is my comfort food.

• I volunteer as the photography club

leader for the Nelson County 4H

Club.

• Disney World is my favorite vacation

spot.  My husband proposed to me in

front of Cinderella's castle.

they don't know how to swim!

 

So let's take a deep breath

together. This guide will help

you start the necessary

conversations you need to have

before making any

commitments. You will feel

more comfortable asking

questions and leading the way

instead of just following along.

Therefore, giving you

confidence in your decisions

and helping relieve the stress

of making the wrong choices. 



YOU  ARE

ENGAGED ! ! !

This is such an exciting time in your life,

filled with fun and unforgettable

moments. Take pride in showing off your

engagement ring and don’t be scared to

gush about the proposal. It is the stories

and emotions that make each

engagement unique. Enjoy all the little

details throughout the planning process

so when the day is over you have only the

best memories to look back on. 

 

Many big life changes usually occur

around the same time as a wedding.  You

might be graduating college, job-hunting,

buying a home, or you might have to

adjust your kids to a new family dynamic.

When all these things start to pile together

it can become a big ball of stress.  Don’t

get lost in the overwhelm!! I want to help

you keep your dream wedding from

becoming a nightmare.

I’ve been in the wedding business since

2007, photographed over 200 weddings,

and made lots of friends along the way. 

There is no reason for you to make the

same mistakes that other people have

made. I decided to ask some of my friends

for their best advice and I’m excited to

pass on the information to you!



The first thing you have to do after you

get engaged is very SEXY…. You have to

make a BUDGET!!!  LOL!  Seriously… it’s not

sexy but it is the most important thing

you will do to help keep your sanity. 

Sharon Rumsey, owner of A Perfect Plan

Events, believes you can have an epic

wedding on just about any budget, but

you have to have a number in mind in

order to make your decisions.

 

A good budget will help you make venue,

vendor, guest count, and decoration

decisions.  It can help you avoid

misunderstandings and hurt feelings as

you get closer to your big day.  If you work

with Sharon you will have access to an

interactive planning software that

includes an amazing budget tool, but

even pen and paper will work.  Just

DON’T skip the discussion.

 

Sharon’s most important tip when

deciding how to spend your budget is to

have a discussion with your fiance and

decide what items/vendors are MOST

important to you as a couple.  That is

where you should focus your money. 

 Keep in mind that 30-35% of your budget

will be spent on the venue and catering

but the rest is up to you and what you

want to spend it on.  Splurge on the items

at the top of the list.  However, don’t

underestimate the expenses at the

bottom of the list.  Even the little things

add up.  Think about things such as

transportation, hair/makeup, bridal party

gifts, and accessories like jewelry, shoes

and undergarments.

The budget will affect every choice

you make throughout the planning

process.

•  Discuss it - Be open and candid

with everyone responsible

•  Find out who is paying and what

they are paying for

•  Be realistic - Do the necessary

research and find what works best

for you

BUDGET ING

FEATUR ING :

SHARON  RUMSEY ,

A  PERFECT  P LAN

EVENTS



The key to a good budget is to know

when to spend and when to save. 

Make sure you secure your necessary

vendors first thing.  Start with your

venue because the perfect location

sets the mood for the whole day. 

Then schedule your hair and make-

up artists to ensure you have your

favorites and that you will look your

best. Next, book vendors that only do

one wedding a day.  These are

typically photographers,

videographers, caterer, day-of

coordinators, DJ/bands, etc.  After

you have secured your vendors you

will have a good idea of how much

money you have left for attire, florals,

invitations, decorations, etc…

 

The idea of a budget can be very

intimidating. Please remember that

a wedding is just the beginning of

your marriage.  Prove the strength of

your relationship by working

together and managing the event

like professionals, even if you have

never planned a party before. 

Sticking to a budget for a wedding

will be the first stepping stone in a

financially secure future together.

 

Sharon Rumsey is the creative and budgeting master behind A

Perfect Plan Events. She has some great resources to help her

clients create a magical wedding day on any budget and she

would love to help you as well.  If you were wondering how

anyone could manage to plan a wedding and have fun I can tell

you that they don’t do it alone.  You will appreciate having

someone to consult and ask all your questions.  You can find more

information about Sharon and her company at

www.aperfectplanevents.com.

 



I hope that you found this information to be beneficial while you conquer

your wedding To-Do list.  My goal is to make it easier to open the paths of

communication between you and your vendors.  As wedding professionals

we all want to see your wedding dreams become a reality.  Yes, there might

be some roadblocks along the way but if you have competent and reliable

help you will persevere and you might even have some fun too! 

AT  THE  END  OF  THE

DAY ,  I F  YOU  ARE

MARR I ED  TO  THE  ONE

YOU  LOVE ,  THEN

EVERYTH ING  WENT

PERFECT LY !


