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Glad Tidings to You 
 
Glad Tidings is not a 
phrase normally used. 
However, it is woven 
into the rich heritage of 
the Gospel Christmas 
narratives. It was the 
angels who first 
brought “glad tidings 
of great joy.” These glad tidings were brought into a 
world that desperately needed good news. Scripture 
also says that “in the fullness of time God sent forth 
His Son.” It was the time in which all things had been 
prepared. The Roman Peace (the “Pax Romana”) 
dominated the Mediterranean world. It was an age of 
literary and learning in the midst of great poverty and 
despair. Life for the Jewish people was far from 
perfect.  
 
The Peace of Rome provided stabilization throughout 
the known world at the time. This Peace also allowed 
there to be a system of roads that would roughly forty 
years later permit the Apostle Paul to spread the Good 
News of the Gospel in a way that would not have been 
possible seventy five years prior. In spite of the peace 
and stability tiny nations such as Judea experienced the 
heavy hand of Roman oppression. The Jewish people 
considered the Romans as ungodly pagans and 
struggled daily with Roman militarism and 
burdensome taxes. No one in this day was more 
despised than a Jewish person who had sold out to the 
lucrative job of collecting taxes for the Roman 
government. 
 
While living under the yoke of Rome Judea also held 
fast to the promise that the time of darkness and 
despair would not go on forever. A Child would come 
whose governance would be known as “Wonderful.” 
This Child would be the “Prince of Peace” for all 
people and the rule of fairness and justice could be 
forever. For those of the first century who followed 
this Jesus as He shook up the struggling nation from 
countryside to city with Hi authoritative teaching, His 
kindness, warmth , healing touch and compassion; they 
know this Christ was the promised one of God. This 
was the one fulfilling the prophecy foretold. 
 
Christmas reminds us of the Bible’s teaching that we 
may be in the world but we are not of this world. At 

Long Beach Presbyterian we are a microcosm of 
Christ’s Kingdom in this world. You do not have to be 
perfect to belong here. So as we gather for Lessons and 
Carols, Christmas Eve and Christmas morning services 
let’s remember whose Kingdom we all belong to and 
be encouraged that greetings of great joy have come to 
us all. 

Faithfully, 
Pastor Jim 

 

 
 

Bert (Chuck) Braud –1st Patricia Steagall – 20th 
Jennifer Nides – 9th  Michael Roberson – 22nd 
Mary Ann Pagano  Blayne McPherson – 24th 
 Scarborough – 15th Maria Christina Lawton –25th 
Steve Favre –19th Lee Strahan –26th 
David Braud, Sr. – 20th  Helen Roberson – 31st 
Mary Braud – 20th Kenneth Woodward, III –31st 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
We will be holding our traditional Christmas Eve 
Communion and Candlelight service on Saturday, 
December 24th at 5:30 p.m followed by a Fellowship 
Coffee with Appetizers. 

 

 
As Christmas falls on Sunday 
this year, we will also be hold-
ing a Communion service on 
Sunday, December 25th at 
10:30 a.m. 

 



 

Letter From a Former Member 

From: Charles Sutton  
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 10:43 AM 
To: LBPCUSA@outlook.com 
Subject: From A Former Member 

Hi!  

My dad was in the Air Force and was stationed at a 
little post known as Tech Taf in Gulfport. We lived in 
a rented house on Magnolia Ave, from 1953 until 
1957, when he was transferred to Korea and the rest of 
the family moved to my mom's home town in Georgia. 
I attended the public school in Long Beach during 
those days, from First Grade through most of Fourth. 

My parents were active at LBPC and we all attended 
Sunday School and worship. I was a member of the 
junior choir, and I also memorized the Westminster 
Children's Catechism, under Mrs Toomer. I still have 
the New Testament I was given for having memorized 
it. 

The pastor was T. J. "Rev" Wharton, who was also the 
scoutmaster of the local Boy Scout troop and Cub 
Scout pack. He got my dad active in scout leadership, 
recruited my mom to be a den leader and I and my 
brother Bill joined the Cubs. We had 14 kids in our 
den - more than there were supposed to be. When Rev 
asked my mom how that happened, she said, "You just 
kept sending them to me." Rev also challenged the 
third and fourth grade kids to memorize the books of 
the Bible, and he gave a prize to anyone who could 
recite in order all the books of the OT in a minute or 
less. He was excited as we tried and he timed us on his 
pocket watch. I am not sure how long he was at the 
church, but he was one of the best pastors of my 
parents' experience and the best I remember from my 
childhood. He truly and deeply cared for people. 

I am glad to see that you have a Special Needs Sunday 
School. My oldest sister had Down's syndrome, which 
was of course a concern to my parents. They became 
friends with the McCurry family of the church, who 
had a daughter, older than my sister, with Downs. My 
sister passed away while we lived in Long Beach; she 
had a heart defect and her heart simply gave out one 
night in February of 1954. Seeing your special needs 
SS leads me to wonder if the McCurrys instigated or 
inspired its beginning. 

We were there during the days of the old wooden 
church and Sunday School buildings. I have many 
fond memories of our time at the church; it was a place 
filled with love and caring and I have never forgotten 
it. Perhaps those memories are part of why I went on to 
become ordained (first in the Episcopal Church, in 
1982, with a later move, in 2009, to the Anglican 
Church in North America) and enjoyed 27 years of 
parish ministry in four congregations. 

I trust that the Lord has blessed the congregation over 
the years, and that it remains a place of love and 
caring. 
  
God bless, 
Charlie Sutton 
 
Jesus said, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free." John 8:31-32 

 
 

 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us 
follow His teachings and offer help to those in our 
community who may be less fortunate. That one extra 
can of food or box of cookie mix could make all the 
difference in the world to a child or family. 

Thank you to all who continue bringing items on 
Sundays and placing them in the basket at the front of 
the Sanctuary or by the door in McInnis-Wharton Hall.  

 
 

 
 

 A Congregational Meeting has been called for 
December 11, 2016 for the purposes of approving 
the 2017 budget and holding the required annual 
meeting of the church corporation. The meeting will 
convene immediately after the Lessons & Carols 
service. 
 

 Elders for the Session Class of 2019 will be 
installed during the worship service on December 
18, 2016. 

 
 The Rev. W. Dwight Ramsey will be our guest 

pastor for worship on January 1, 2017 while Jim is 
traveling. 

 
 The broken glass window by the back door of the 

church has been replaced. 
 
 The next Session Meeting will be on Sunday, 

December 18, 2016 immediately after worship. 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

 Income Expenses Difference
October 2016 $ 4,538.83 $ 3,709.35 ($ 829.48
YTD 2016 $ 47,102.00 $ 30,614.96 ($16,487.04)

 
 

 

 
Christian sympathy is expressed to 
Vicki Falks and her family upon the 
passing of her brother, Buddy Bell, 
who lost his battle with cancer on 
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at the 
age of 57. Buddy was truly blessed 
as Jesus called him home on his 
birthday.  Funeral services were 
held on Friday November 25, 2016 
at the Garden of Memories 
Cemetery in Metairie, LA. 

 



 

We are asked to please remember the following in our 
prayers: 

Ann & Ed Robert Jones 
Barnett Family Matthew 
Boswell Family Tom, Regina & 
Chelsea   Isaac McCarty 
Cono Caranna  Peterman Family 
 & Family  Louise Ramsay 
Corcoran Family Sergio 
Carolyn Donald Mary Westmoreland 
Jamie 

  

 

 

Hennessey Poston, grand-daughter of Diane Kerns, is 
doing well after her surgery and has already joined us 
back for Sunday worship.  We pray for her continued 
healing and good health.  

 
 

Our readers for the month of 
December will be:  

  4th Bobby Thomas  
 11th Mitch Blakeney, David Braud, Sr.,  Keith 

Cox, Steve Dees, Terry Dill, Vicki Falks, 
Ruth Lewis &  Bobby Thomas 

 18th Tal Flurry 
 24th Terry Dill 
 25th Keith Cox 

 

We can be found online at 
http://LBPCUSA.org 
 

 and our Facebook page at 
http://Facebook.com/LBPCUSA. 

You can view our Facebook page even if you don’t 
have a Facebook account but, if you do have one, click 
the   button to be notified when we post updates.  

 

Submit your content for future issues of the Beacon by 
any of the following methods: 
By email: Lbpcusa@outlook.com  
By hand: Give to Keith Cox, Ruth Lewis or place in 

the collection plate at Sunday Worship. 
By phone: Leave a message on the church answering 

machine at 228-863-7633. 
(Phone messages are checked on Saturdays) 
 
 

  
 

 
To have the Beacon emailed to you, please send a request including your name and 
email address to Lbpcusa@outlook.com. Please note that this will be maintained as 
a private email list and only used for Long Beach Presbyterian Church 
communications. 

Listed below is the recipe for the dressing that was 
served at the annual Thanksgiving Luncheon.  If you 
have any recipes that you’d like to share, please let us 
know. 

BETTYE COX'S DRESSING 

1 batch of cornbread (recipe follows) 

½ lb Regular (not Maple) Jimmy Dean® Sausage 
½ lb Hot Jimmy Dean® Sausage 

8 green onions, chopped 
3 celery ribs 
1 large onion 
1 large green pepper 
2-4 cloves garlic, minced 
½ cup butter 

14 oz pkg Pepperidge Farm® Herb Seasoned stuffing mix 
2 Tbsp creole seasoning 
1 tsp rubbed sage 

½ cup fresh parsley, chopped 
3 or more large eggs, slightly beaten 

32 oz or more chicken or turkey stock or broth.  
 
Prepare 1 batch of cornbread. Cool completely, run 
through food processor and set aside. 

Brown the sausage in a skillet, breaking it up as you 
go. Drain completely, run through food processor then 
set aside. 

Hand-chop the green onions first then chop celery ribs, 
onion, green pepper, minced garlic and green onions 
together in food processor. Sauté vegetables in ½ cup 
butter until softened. 

In a large bowl or pot, combine cornbread crumbs, 
Pepperidge Farm stuffing mix, creole seasoning and 
rubbed sage. Add processed sausage, sautéed 
vegetables, parsley and eggs then mix. 

Add broth or stock a little at a time until a consistency 
similar to oatmeal is reached. Store the mixture in 
refrigerator overnight.  

The next day, remove from refrigerator, check 
consistency and add more stock/broth if necessary. 
Place in a greased pan and bake uncovered at 350 for 
45 minutes or until slightly darkened on top and heated 
throughout. 

CORNBREAD 

I know that there are plenty of cornbread recipes out there, but 
this is the one that was used for the Dressing Recipe. 

1 cup Enriched Yellow Corn Meal 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
¼ cup sugar 
4 tsp baking powder 
½ tsp salt 
1 cup milk 
1 egg 
¼ cup vegetable oil 

Preheat oven to 425○. In a bowl, combine corn meal, 
flour, sugar, baking powder and salt. Add milk and egg 
then whisk or beat until fairly smooth, about 1 minute. 
Pour oil into cast iron skillet and preheat in oven for 5 
minutes. Pour excess oil out of skillet and into batter, 
mix in and then pour batter into cast iron skillet. Bake 
20-23 minutes or until wooden pick inserted in center 
comes out clean. 

  

The deadline for submissions to the 
January 2017 Beacon will be: 

WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 28, 2016 



2016 Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped make this year’s Thanksgiving Luncheon such a success. Our  
congregation was joined by members of our Special Needs Sunday School class and members of the Resurrection 
Anglican Church on the Gulf who hold worship services in McInnis-Wharton Hall on Sundays. 

  

 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving,  
And His courts with praise. 

Give thanks to Him; 
Bless His name. (Psalm 100:4) 


