


Bluntisham Saywell and School Charities’ report 2020 

I would like to start my report by paying tribute to Sue Everest our secretary, and 
Trustee of the charity for many years, who sadly died suddenly in September. 
Although not born in the village she lived in Bluntisham nearly all her life, and attended 
The Old Day School when it was still the village school. This may account for her deep 
love of the old building which must have held many happy memories for her. As a 
member of this community she gave her time willingly to many good causes in the 
village, and as a kind and forever cheerful friend, we miss her presence here today. 

This report covers two separate charities, both created by former Rectors of the Parish 
and which, although two separate charities with their own distinct origins, have for 
many years, been collectively referred to as the Bluntisham Saywells School charities.   

One was set up in 1709 under the will of the Revd. Samuel Saywell Rector of 
Bluntisham cum Earith. He left 14.9 acres of land in Earith Washes the rents from 
which to be used for the education of the poor children of the parish. 

The second was established the Revd. Richard Tillard to provide a school to be used 
for the education of poor children in the parish. The school was built in 1842 on land 
on Bluntisham High Street acquired from the Godfrey family.  In those days education 
meant ‘the religious principles of the established Church of England’.  The school was 
registered as a Church school for the ‘teaching of boys in reading, writing, casting of 
accounts and girls in reading, writing, sewing, knitting, mending, and making and to 
provide a place for the Rector, curates, and successors to use as a lecture room within 
the said parish or a similar purpose in such manner as the Rector and successor 
Rectors from time to time think fit.’ It should be noted that another School already 
existed in Earith. 

The trustees, who are common to both charities, are working with the Charity 
Commission towards modernising the objectives of the charities to fit within the original 
intent of the charities, but with a modern-day approach to their charitable function. 

The trustees, who are common to both charities, are working with the Charity 
Commission towards modernising the objectives of the charities to fit fully within the 
original intent of the charities, but with a modern day approach to their charitable 
function.  

A new Scheme, awaiting finalisation with the Charity Commission, has been drafted 
for the Old Day School and, as a first step to modernising the Rev. Saywell’s charity, 
we are putting together a submission to go to the Land Registry to register the charity 
as the owner of School Wash land which is currently rented by Mr Edward Dow for 
grazing cattle. 

The Old Day School continues to be used by BAC stage who contribute by paying the 
insurance costs and outgoings at the school. 

The Trustees are happy to receive requests from schools, educational groups and 
occasionally individuals who require financial assistance and make grants within the 
principles of the existing trusts. 



 
Current trustees of the charities are: 
The Rector: Revd Sheila Anthony 
Churchwarden: Andrew Edney  
Nominee of the Parish Council: Jane Godfrey 
Any requests for support for educational purposes should be made to the trustees in 
writing to 
 
Jane Godfrey, 59 Wood End, Bluntisham PE28 3LE pmdgodfrey@btinternet.com 
 
The trustees believe they have complied with their duty to have due regard to the 
guidance on public benefit published by the Charity Commission in exercising their 
powers or duties. 
 
The accounts for year ending 31st December 2020 are attached, and as no grant 
applications were received none were made. 

 


