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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th November, 2018, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors D Bottoms, K Duggan, R Makepeace, E Manning and B Reid  

and County Councillors J Chaplow, M McGaun and A Simpson 
 
87. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Armstrong and L McKendrick and County 
Councillors D Bell, J Chaplow, M McGaun, A Simpson and M Wilson. 
 
88. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations interest or requests for dispensations. 
 
89. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There were no reports from County Councillors.   
 
90. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 31st October, 2018, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
91. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 99 - The Clerk provided an update on the situation regarding the Development 
   Officer role. 
 
92. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £249.28 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November. 
(ii) £62.20 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November. 
(iii) £701.25 in respect of staff wages for November. 
(iv) £249.08 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December. 
(v) £262.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December. 
(vi) £277.26 to Durham County Council in respect of cleaning charges for October. 
(vii) £507.500 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grounds maintenance. 
(viii) £277.26 to Durham County Council in respect of cleaning charges for November. 
(ix) £96.00 to Names.co.uk in respect of SSL certificate for website. 
(x) £855.36 had been paid to Durham County Council in respect of repairs and works to 

entrance doors. 
(xi) £45.00 had been paid to Durham County Council in respect of HR advice.   
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
  
(i) 12th October 2018 £ 277.26 Durham County Council   No.1069 

*Returned by bank as words and figures did not match 
(ii) 31st Oct 2018 £ 277.26 Durham County Council   No.1070 

*Replacement for chq no 1069 
(iii) 31st Oct 2018 £ 249.08 Clerk’s wages    No.1071 
(iv) 31st Oct 2018 £ 62.40 HMRC     No.1072 
(v) 31st Oct 2018 £ 487.50 Staff wages    No.1073 
(vi) 31st Oct 2018 £ 635.00 Makepeace Landscapes   No.1074 
(vii) 31st Oct 2018 £ 277.26 Durham County Council   No.1075 
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(viii) 12th Nov 2018 £ 909.36 Durham County Council   No.1077 
 
93. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Resident of Cornsay - Correspondence had been received from a resident of 
Cornsay Village in relation to non-working street lighting and 
delays in repairs being carried out.  Councillor McGaun had 
progressed the issue with Durham County Council and it had 
now been resolved. 
Resolved: That the correspondence be noted.  
 

(b) Mid Durham AAP - Correspondence had been received from Andy Coulthard, 
AAP Co-ordinator, to advise that he would be leaving this role 
from 7th December, 2018. 
Resolved: That the correspondence be noted and Andy 
Coulthard be thanked on behalf of the Council for his support. 
 

(c) Mid Durham AAP/Parish 
Councils Committee 

- The AAP’s environmental fund had been intended to be used 
to undertake works across the area where vegetation had 
encroached across footpaths.  The County Council had agreed 
to tackle these areas as part of their regular maintenance 
works.  A suggestion had been made that wildflower planting 
would be a suitable alternative use of these funds unless 
Parishes had any other suggestions.  
The Chairman had requested the Council consider having 
repair/refurbishments works carried out to the roadside seats 
in Cornsay Colliery.  
Resolved: That this Council requests that refurbishment of 
roadside seats in Cornsay Colliery rather than wildflower 
planting.  
 

94. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 

    
95. PRECEPT 2019/2020 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk which set out the Council’s current financial 
position, allocated amounts and the Council’s requirements for next year. A number of illustrative 
budget options had been prepared for Members’ information. 
 
Resolved: (i) That Council’s current financial position be noted. 
(ii) That the Precept be increased by 2.5% and the budget agreed accordingly. 
(iii) That the contingency fund balance remaining at the year end be carried forward as a contingency 
fund. 
(iv) That funds remaining at the year-end be allocated towards the cost of repairs works to the Draw 
Well. 
 
96. DOG BAGS 
 
For some years, the Council had provided a supply of dog waste bags to the local community to help 
towards tackling the problem of dog fouling.  
 
The Clerk advised that supplies were running low and enquired whether the Council wished to 
purchase new stock.  The cost of 4,000 bags was £48.28 plus VAT and delivery. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk place an order for an additional 4,000 dog bags. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

315 

 

97. DRAW WELL 
 
The Clerk provided an update in relation to the works undertaken by JABA Architects who were 
preparing an application for Listed Building Consent to be submitted to Durham County Council in 
due course.  
 
It was hoped that it would be possible to obtain quotations for the works early in the New Year with 
the funding application being submitted to County Durham Community Foundation in April.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
98. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE –  

LEASE TO HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY HALL ASSOCIATION 
 
The Clerk advised that the Solicitors had been informed that the Council and Community Hall 
Association were agreeable to the terms of the draft Lease and were now preparing an engrossment 
for signature. 
 
The engrossment had not yet been received however for signature. 
 
Resolved: That the Lease be signed at the next meeting of the Council.   
 
99. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE –  

UPDATE REPORT  
 
A number of events were planned for December including Christmas Tree Lighting on 2nd, Christmas 
dinner on 5th, Christmas Party on 7th and Christmas Market on 9th.  
 
The History Group had held an event in November to mark 100 years since the Armistice.  The event 
had been very interesting and 62 people had attended.  
 
Durham Constabulary and Karbon Homes had developed the ‘Snow Angels’ scheme to support local 
residents in the event of severe winter weather.  Volunteers from the community centre had 
volunteers to assist with this scheme.  
 
Concerns had been received from neighbours in relation to the number of people gathering around 
the back of the community centre on an evening and, recently, a deceased cat had been dumped to 
the side of the centre which was extremely distasteful for those using the centre.  
 
It was suggested that additional lighting to the side and rear of the centre may deter gathering and 
provide reassurance. 
 
Resolved: (i) That the report be noted.  
(ii) That quotations be obtained for the provision of additional external lighting to the side and rear of 
the community centre.  
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.50 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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