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The separation and unification between tatha-gata and tatha-agata, which we 
could also name subject and object, is a very important concept, so I spent a lot of time 
[talking about it] yesterday. The unification[and separation] of subject and object, which 
we could also term plus and minus, is the basis of Tathagata Zen. 

The phenomena of the unification and separation of subject and object, or we 
could also say plus and minus, is the fundamental basis for human existence[existence 
substituted for beings], and also all existent beings, as well.

 Any teaching or ideology has basic, fundamental principles.  In Buddhism
it is said that if a teaching or ideology doesn’t have these clear principles that it is merely 
a mirage or illusion.   So, most other religions base their ideology on the existence of 
God. 
 I don’t have much knowledge about other religions.  But, not only religions, but 
philosophies, as well, are founded upon certain principles.  So, in Greek philosophy, for 
example, laws and policing of those laws is a very basic concept.  Each philosophy is 
based upon different principles, therefore, it is often difficult to understand unfamiliar 
philosophies and principles.   Of course most of you have been educated to a belief in 
God, and probably the laws of Greek philosophy, as well.

In Buddhism it is taught that every being has an origin, and therefore, the origin 
being the basis for everything, is the fundamental principle of Buddhism.  So, in your 
case, when your reply to the koan is rejected, then you should think, ““Oh, my 
presentation must be out of harmony [“out of harmony’ was substituted for [astray to”] 
with the origin.”  You base your answer on other God-based religions, or on other 
philosophies that you have learned, but your answer is not based on the understanding of 
Buddhist principles, therefore it cannot be accepted.  

In Buddhism, the origin means that the two opposing activities of plus and minus 
are always separating or unifying.  So, these two activities of tatha-gata and tatha-agata 
are in contrast. The plus activity can be described as the activity of expansion.  The 
minus, [conversely can be called] the contraction activity. The activities of expansion and
contraction are working without will, and this will-less activity is important in Buddhism.
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If we personify this expansion in the human world, we could call the expansion 
activity the male forming activity [and the contraction activity the activity that forms 
woman.] These activities are will-less. 

The origin means the unification of plus and minus. I don’t want to spend a lot of 
time repeating [this again today,] so I would like to finish with it.  The unification activity
is originally the expression of no will, but the unification activity is not fixated, it does 
not continue endlessly. When you think about the origin, you might think that it is a 
stable, unchanging point, but nothing is fixated, therefore, the origin is always in a state 
of activity of moving from an old origin to a new origin. 

 But, who is it that can speak about the origin?  It is done by the “I am” self which
is the product of the separation of tatha-gata and tatha-agata activities. The origin 
contains both the activities of tatha-gata, plus activity and tatha-agata, minus activity.  It 
contains both, and both are united in this origin.  Therefore, this origin is not two, but the 
only one.  The “only one origin” means that there is nothing outside, no universe outside 
of this origin.  

This only one origin is not fixated, therefore, inside the origin already movement 
is occurring.  Because there is only one origin, the movement already contains the 
potential for plus and minus to be separated.  The separation activity needs opportunity 
and timing in order to separate, however. So, this “timing” is a very important concept in 
Buddhism, yet many modern scholars totally forget about that and try to explain 
everything without bringing in the concept of “time.”  Therefore, everything is very 
complicated and difficult to understand.  This concept of “timing” is very essential.

So, plus and minus activities are united.  Time creates the unification.  The 
activity of Time is nothing other than the movement [of the dharma activity.]  Time never
fixates itself.  Time is the activity of the movement of plus and minus. The Time 
activities of plus and minus comprise Buddha nature, therefore, Time is nothing other 
than Buddha nature. 

You hear that “the future is forever,” and that “the past is forever,” but in 
Buddhism this kind of thinking of “forever” has no place. The words, “eternity”, 
“forever,” are familiar words to you, but in Buddhism it means that the future activity 
expands forever.  And conversely, the past would expand forever.  But that kind of 
eternity cannot exist in Buddhist thinking. 

So, thinking that the future is eternal, would mean that the future expands forever.
But the activity of separation cannot continue forever.  It must meet up with the activity 
of unification.  Therefore, in Buddhism “eternity” is a very childish kind of thinking, just 
like a young couple who has vowed their love, or their separation, forever.   There is an 
expression in Buddhism, “eternity is not eternal.”  

So, the Buddhist view of time allows for the separation of future and past, and 
based upon that separation you have to realize that talking about “eternity” is nonsense.   
Like I said yesterday, the path of separation cannot continue.  Separation will meet 
unification, and when the unification takes place the future and the past are united.  There
is no longer future or past.   

So, through your practice, once you experience or manifest time activity, then you
know that Completed Time is there [manifesting] as unification, but that the future cannot
continue forever.  The unification of the two activities of [future and past] is called one 
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Buddha nature.  So, one Buddha nature is the unified state and when we personify this as 
the human world, then it is the unification of man and woman.  

One Buddha nature means that there is nothing else, nothing outside of it.  There 
is not two, but only one, and in that unified state is also called the manifestation of true 
love.  True love is this manifestation[of unification], therefore, nothing else exists outside
of this one Buddha nature. However, one Buddha nature does not continue forever, 
either.  The activities continue to move and unification must be broken up.  Therefore, 
unification meets up with the time activity and creates separation.  

The time for separation inevitably arrives, but the Time activity is occurring in 
one world. Dharmata means the Great Universe, and separation and unification are 
happening in the same Dharmata, the only one world. So, in this only one world universe,
distance appears.  Distance is the body of the future self, and the distance creates 
separation between plus and minus.  

So, the time arrives for separation to occur and the three, the distance, plus and 
minus appear. These three appear as incomplete beings.  Why are these three incomplete?
If you are approaching Zen practice for the first time, you have to contemplate that.  

So, here is the simultaneous activity.  The distance appears at the same time that 
incomplete plus and incomplete minus appear.  So, if you still can’t understand why 
the three appear as incomplete, then probably you are still a foreigner to Buddhism. So, 
Tathagata Zen means to take these principles and to practice them.  Once you understand 
incompleteness, you will see that the self, itself, is existing as an incomplete being. The 
incomplete self appears, and at the same time, the plus, father activity, and the minus 
mother activity also appear incomplete.  Always, the self is manifest in between these 
two.   

The plus activity can be expressed as incomplete past. Incomplete minus or future
activity appears simultaneously with the appearance of the incomplete self.  So, the plus 
activity is used to describe the past activity and the minus activity is used to speak about 
the incomplete future. Buddhism talks about the incomplete future as mother [and the 
incomplete past is described as father.]The distance in between is endowed with the 
000.01 billionth of the character of plus, and exactly the same quantity of the character of
minus .The distance is made up of a very minute quantity of both past and future, or, we 
could say, plus and minus.  Therefore, since the distance is made up of an equal amount 
of plus and minus, it can be zero nature.  

This zero nature, however is not the complete zero. Because it is comprised of 
such a small amount of the total, it is very incomplete, but because [it contains both plus 
and minus in equal amounts] it is zero.  The distance is incomplete, and because the 
incomplete distance makes up the present moment, future and past are also incomplete. 
Based upon this incomplete time and space, the incomplete self stands.  So, 

if this much basic foundation is understood by you, then you are ready to begin 
your Zen practice.  0Each of you are the product of the separation and are living in the 
incomplete worlds of past, present and future.  Because you come here to practice, you 
possess the developed knowledge and abilities to be able to understand this.  So, already 
you possess the basic wisdom to tackle Zen practice.  

So, Tathagata Zen requires you to demonstrate the wisdom that you are an 
incomplete being living in the world of past, present and future.  These three worlds of 
time are separated, yet this separation is always occurring inside of one Buddha nature.  
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Dharmata is the one and only world.  Inside that one world, past, present and 
future appear.   This separation occurs inside of the one Dharmata. This is the requisite 
thing that you must practice.  The self is incomplete and the self cannot see its real 
Origin, [or we could name it] the Truth, or the Dharmata.  The only things that are visible
to the self are past and future.  

When I previously talked about the activity of Time, I said that the separation 
does not fixate, but that the dharma activity will again bring separation into unification.  
So the separated activities of past, present and future will meet the activity of Time, and 
the three will become united again.  Therefore, the incomplete self sees the future [and 
past ,] but is unable to  see the Origin.  When unification occurs, that is done through the 
will-less activities of tatha-gata and tatha-agata, it is the manifestation of the one and only
world.  

So, the Dharmata is the result of the dissolution of past present and future, 
therefore the incomplete self has been completely dissolved.  So, Buddhism emphasizes 
that we must become aware of the two positions of existence.  On is the incomplete 
thinking self, but that will be dissolved into the state where thinking is no longer 
necessary. 

Among you, there are psychiatrists, lawyers, professors, all kinds of various 
professional people, who have developed their knowledge and intellect.  Yet, when you 
pursue the intellect, the thinking self, then you all have experienced the limitations and 
extremity of thinking and doubting.  There is another kind of wisdom which doesn’t need
to know, in the same way.  

This principle of Buddhism may seem quite incomprehensible, but once you 
understand that when plus and minus unify completely, there is no more need of having 
past, present and future, then there is no need of thinking and doubting.  

So, Buddhism emphasize that when past, present and future are dissolved, then 
there is no need to doubt, no need to pursue knowing.  All that kind of intellectual 
understanding, based upon the self disappears.  This is called the manifestation of one 
Buddha nature.  There is no need to doubt.  So, to use religious terms, we could describe 
this as one God nature.  

So, there is a consciousness [manifest]that doesn’t need to know, anymore, that 
doesn’t need to doubt. This kind of consciousness is the expression of completed 
wisdom. In Buddhism the manifestation of completed wisdom means the expression of 
true love.

So, manifesting the completed wisdom, true love, means there is nothing to doubt,
nothing to worry about.  This is the expression of one Buddha nature, and it is zero.  So, 
today I probably repeated one-forth of the material I covered yesterday. What I am now 
talking about is a very important thing to talk further about.  But today the time is up. We
will continue tomorrow.  

The End 
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