
Sermon 53: Luke 10:17-24: Reasons for Rejoicing

OUTLINE

Joy in victory
Joy in salvation
Joy in sovereignty

INTRODUCTION

The Christian life can be depressing at times.  Ecclesiasties 1:18 gives us a reason why, ‘ For 
in much wisdom is much vexation, and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.’  The 
more truth you have, the more you realize how bad things are, and that can be depressing. 
We can get depressed because of the internal love that we still have for sin and the way we 
continue to sin.  We get depressed because we see so much suffering so much of it self-
inflicted as people live without God.  We are sad because the God we love is not worshipped
and honored.  We get in the dumps when we experience the pains of a fallen creation, a 
fallen body, a fallen society, and a fallen government.  But the Christian life is also a life of 
irresistible joy.  It is to some of these joys that we turn as we watch the disciples return 
from their mission in Luke 10:17-24.  Here we see not only the joy of the disciples but the 
joy of Jesus as well.

Ministry has its own set of sorrows.  All Christians minister to others in some capacity and 
inevitably shoulders the various burdens of others.  Joy becomes something that we need to
sustain us, to keep our hopes up, to act as fuel for further service, for the joy of the Lord is 
our strength.  ‘Studies show that joyful people have less chance of having a heart attack, 
maintain a healthier blood pressure, and tend to have lower cholesterol levels. There's 
research to prove that joy boosts our immune systems, fights stress and pain, and improves
our chance of living a longer life.’1  Joyful people are nicer people, easier to live with and 
easier to work with.  Joy puts on display the satisfaction we have in and from God and is a 
witness to God and His gospel.  This section will teach us what to rejoice in when we are 
ministering.    

Jesus we know is the man of sorrows.  Jesus wept at Lazarus’s graveside, and over a hard 
Jerusalem.  Jesus agonized in Gethsemane and on the cross.  Luke 10:17-24 is the only 
recorded time in the gospels where Jesus is said to rejoice, v21.  No doubt Jesus would 
have had a sense of humor, and been full of joy as He was full of the Spirit, but this is the 
only recorded time that Jesus rejoiced.

So as we look at this section we will look at it under three headings, joy in victory, joy in 
salvation, and joy in sovereignty.

Joy in victory

V17, ‘The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
in your name!”  As the 72 return from their mission we hear in their report the thing that 
overwhelmed them.  They were astounded and rejoicing in the fact that demons were 
subject to them.  Demons we know are the fallen angels who joined satan in his original 
rebellion and who were cast out of heaven never to be saved, Rev. 12:4.  We have 
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suggested that the intense amount of demonic activity in Israel and around this time of 
Christ was most likely due to satan’s intense efforts to wipe Jesus out, an attempt that had 
been going on since His birth.  Demons being subject refers to their activity in possessing 
people and the disciples casting them out in Jesus name.  The NT however also records that
some of the illnesses that Jesus cured He did so by casting out demons indicating that in 
these instances their illnesses had been brought on by demonic influence.  This sounds 
similar to what Job suffered.  This reality does not mean that all illnesses are demonic and 
can be cured by exorcism.    

Now please notice that they recognize that this authority is not their own, but it is Jesus’s 
authority that is emphasized when they say ‘Lord,’ and ‘in your name.’  The name of Jesus is
not a magic incantation that works ex opere operato, remember that the 7 sons of Sceva 
who attempted an exorcism in Acts 19:11-16.  These men were authorized personally by 
Christ for this role.  

V19, ‘Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.’  That word ‘behold’ draws our attention to 
the important truth Jesus is going to declare.  These disciples have been given authority.  
This points to Christ as the King who has the authority to give.  Serpents and scorpions are 
metaphors for demons harkening back to Gen. 3.  

Jesus says here that nothing will hurt them.  We have a little more light shed on this in John
17:12, ‘While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have 
guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled.’  

V18, ‘And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.’  Now what does 
Jesus mean by this statement?  Some have thought that Jesus is referring to the fall of 
satan in Is. 14:12, ‘“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!  How you 
are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!’  This begins as a taunt against 
the King of Babylon but then transcends the earthly king to address the spiritual power 
pulling his strings as a puppetmaster.  Some think that Jesus is referring to the defeat of 
satan during the temptation in the wilderness.  Some have said that the fall of satan is 
metaphorical for the ongoing triumph of Christ’s earthly ministry which is destroying the 
works of the devil as He reverses effects of the curse, cures sickness, calms nature, casts 
out demons, forgives sin and raises the dead.  There is a fourth option.  The words ‘I saw’ 
are in the imperfect tense and could be translated ‘I was seeing.’  In other words, Jesus 
speaking in the original language of satan’s being cast out of heaven speaks about how the 
ministry of the disciples was another blow of victory against the devil.  

The devil who is called the god of this age, the prince of the power of the air has had a 
certain freedom and jurisdiction to do his will.  With the coming of Christ there is a power 
reversal and marks the beginning of the end of the devil’s reign of terror, and Christ’s power
is active not only in His own ministry but through His disciples as well.  The biggest way in 
which they would have overcome satan would have been by rescuing souls from his clutches
through the preaching of the word. 

Take all of this together and you can see why the disciples have reason for joy.  The devil 
who has ruled is being overthrown, powers which had overcome us have met their match in 
Christ’s power.  He is defeated, he is unable to harm those in Jesus’s care, the new age has 
come, and they have the privilege of being instruments in bringing it to pass.  



We have similar grounds for joy today.  Jesus tells us in the Great Commission that all 
authority is His, and in light of that tells us to go into the world and make disciples.  But 
aren’t the nations under the devil’s influence?  He does influence them and have a strong 
hold on them, but because of Christ’s victory in His resurrection, and because of the power 
of the Holy Spirit we are now able to plunder satan’s kingdom of souls when we preach the 
gospel, Mark 3:27, ‘But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 
unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.’  Greater is He 
who is in us than he who is in the world, 1 John 4:4.  A main difference between the 
disciples experience and ours is the fact that satan has been cast down the earth and is 
being allowed to wage war against the saints, Rev. 12:5-8, 13:7.  However, despite this 
opposition we overcome satan through the word of our testimony about Christ.  We may be 
chained but the gospel is the power of God for salvation for anyone who believes.  

Joy in salvation

V20, ‘Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”  The greatest joy we can have in the Christian life is not 
the joy of success, not the joy of service, not the joy of marriage and parenting, the 
greatest joy we can know is the joy of salvation.  Some have thought that Jesus is rebuking 
the disciples for not being more spiritually minded but this is not the case.  Christ expanded 
on their joy of victory over satan and gave them more focus in it.  No, here Jesus is 
stressing that no matter how glorious it is that satan’s kingdom is crumbling our greatest joy
is found in our salvation.  It is greater to be loved and adopted by God than to be a victor 
over satan.  We have both, but this is best.  

Rejoice can be read as ‘be continually rejoicing.’  Jesus is pointing us to an endless source of
joy, a joy that not only outshines pain but even our best successes.  He speaks about how 
our names are written in heaven.  A register is a list of names.  Many of the old cities would 
have lists of the names of its citizens, of its tax payers.  God has a register with all the 
names of His people in it, Dan. 12:1, ‘“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who 
has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been 
since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 
everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.’  Christians’ names are written in 
this book called the book of life, Phil. 4:3, ‘Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these 
women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the
rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.’  Rev. 13:8, ‘and all who 
dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.’  He will never blot 
our names from this book, Rev. 3:5.  

Rejoice in your salvation because no one can ever separate you from God’s love, Rom. 8:37-
39, ‘ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’  
It is this joy that sustains us during trials, 1 Pet. 1:6-9, ‘In this you rejoice, though now for a
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire
—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.’ 



And it is this joy that sustains us as we draw near to death.  ‘Sometime late in 1980, Iain 
Murray visited the aging Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. The famous London preacher was drawing 
near to death and could only sit up for an hour or two each day. Murray asked an obvious 
question: “How are you coping now that your ministry is so confined?” After all, Lloyd-Jones 
had preached to countless thousands, bringing many to faith in Christ. He had also had a 
leading role in establishing important evangelical institutions like Tyndale House, The 
Westminster Conference, and The Banner of Truth. Lloyd-Jones replied, “Do not rejoice that 
the demons are subject to you in my name, but rejoice that your name is written in 
heaven.” Then he said, “I am perfectly content.” This is the deepest source of the believer’s 
joy through life and on into eternity: our salvation is not based on what we have done, but 
on God’s saving grace, for our names are written in the book of life.’2  

Joy in sovereignty

V21, ‘In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and 
revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.’  We are told 
here that Jesus rejoiced, the word here means exuberant and ecstatic joy.  Secondly, you 
will notice that the Son is thanking the Father in the Spirit, there is a Trinitarian moment 
going on here.  What we are seeing here is the greatest joy in the universe, greater than 
any joy we will ever experience; this is the joy of God in God.  We have heard the voice of 
the Father twice delighting in His Son as He calls Him His beloved Son.  Here we see the 
Son delighting in the Father as His thanksgiving boils up into praise.  

Several things are revealed to us in this rejoicing.  Firstly, the tone of thanksgiving.  The 
disciples have gone out, some people would have rejected the message.  Jesus Himself has 
pronounced woes upon various villages, yet Jesus is full of thanksgiving.  He is grateful 
because He acknowledges God as Lord and His will having come to pass.  Second, we see 
some of Jesus theology in prayer.  Firstly, we note that He relates to God as Father, we will 
say more about this in a moment.  And secondly, we see that He speaks of God as Lord of 
heaven and earth, the one who is over all things.  The most surprising thing that we 
observe is that Jesus is worshipping God for hiding the truth from the wise and revealing it 
to babes.  Jesus is rejoicing in God’s sovereign administration of salvation, what we 
traditionally call God’s sovereignty.  

Jesus rejoices that God hides the message from some.  This is a very difficult pill for most 
people to swallow, but worship and the doctrine of election do go hand in hand.  Here we 
see Jesus delighting in God because He is sovereign over salvation.  Paul likewise worships 
the Lord because of His sovereignty in salvation, Romans 11:33-36, ‘Oh, the depth of the 
riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways!  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor?”  “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.’  And again in 
Ephesains 1:3-6, ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In 
love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 

2 Ryken, P. G. (2009). Luke. (R. D. Phillips, P. G. Ryken, & D. M. Doriani, Eds.) (Vol. 1, pp. 529–530). 
Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing.
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the Beloved.’  This does not contradict Paul’s mourning over the Jews, Romans 9:1-3; nor 
does it contradict him praying for them, Romans 10:1.  Jesus likewise mourned over a 
hardhearted Jerusalem Luke 9:41-44.  

Jesus talks about the Father hiding the truth from the wise, this is the self-righteous like the
Pharisees who see themselves as strong and righteousness and in no need of a Savior.  And
Jesus also talks about God revealing the truth to the little children/babes.  These are those 
who are poor in spirit.  We have already spoken about how children are a wonderful picture 
of our neediness before God, our vulnerability and our inability to defend or provide for 
ourselves.  In speaking of the wise as having these things hidden we are reminded of man’s 
inability to know the truth about God without God revealing it to them.  1 Cor 1:18-25, ‘For 
the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God.’  Spiritual things are spiritually discerned, no one 
comes to Jesus unless the Father draws them.  God does not put lies in their minds, the 
unbeliever is already self-deceiving and God as a judgement leaves them to their ‘wisdom.’

This puts a new perspective on those who reject the gospel.  Can you mourn along with 
Paul and Christ but people are lost, Yes!  Can you know that God’s will is not being 
frustrated and that He can be praised and thanked even though people do not believe, Yes! 
The perfect will of God is coming to pass at all times, even when people do not believe.  
When you see some clever person getting on stage and talking about how things don’t 
make sense to them, we now know why.     

Now this emphasis on God’s sovereignty is not to be emphasized without also talking about 
human responsibility, listen to how Matthews account speaks of this event: 11:25-30, ‘At 
that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  You see, again Jesus thanks God even though not all 
believe, but then swiftly adds the gospel call.  Jesus calls people to come to Him, to see 
their need, their lack and to see His rich and willing provision for them and how He wants to
minister to them and give them peace.  If you recognize that you are a sinner who cannot 
help themselves, that you have sins that need forgiving, that there is nothing you can do to 
save yourself, then come to Christ.    

This revealing to babes and hiding from the wise, Jesus reminds us is God’s gracious will.  It
is grace that determines our salvation not our merits, not our abilities, not even our wills.  
God by His grace saves the unworthy.  Christ delights in God’s grace to unworthy sinners as 
well as God’s dealings in justice with the so called wise.  



V22, ‘All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son
is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”  This verse has been called Johanine because it sounds like a lot of 
what we find in John’s gospel.  We see a declaration of the unity between the Father and 
the Son, the divine sharing of roles and functions, as all things are given over to the Son 
and the Son having the prerogative to reveal the Father.  We see the unique knowledge that
the Trinity has of itself.  In particular we have stressed the mediatorial role of the Son.  

V23-24, ‘Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what 
you see! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did
not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”  Jesus pronounces a beatitude 
telling the disciples that they are blessed for what they see, indicating that they are the 
children who God has graciously given insight to.  And that this insight is what the OT saints
saw from afar, but they see.  

Joy.  Life is hard, ministry can be hard and full of disappointments, the unbelief around us 
can be difficult at times, but we can have joy.  Not the fleeting joy of imbibing a substance; 
not joys that depend upon self-deception.  We have joys that are sure and steadfast and 
need never fail because our joy is based on things that cannot fail.  We rejoice in our victory
over satan.  Christ has crushed the head of the serpent and the God of peace will soon 
crush satan underneath our feet.  We rejoice in our salvation, satan has lost his place in 
heaven but we have our names written in heaven, all this world’s sin and pain and fleeting 
treasures are not worthy to be compared with the glories that will be revealed in us.  And 
we rejoice in the Lord of the harvest who is over of heaven and earth who is causing His 
good purposes to prosper.  Though the fight seems hard and things look bad because 
people are not believing we rejoice with Christ that God’s sovereign purposes are being 
fulfilled.  He is saving sinners by grace; He is judging sin with sin.  And we have been saved 
by God’s grace to see and hear and experience things that the OT saints longed to look into.
  
      

   


