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WRAYSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

In association with Wraysbury Parish Council,  

St Andrew’s Church and The Frost Partnership 

PRESENTS THE 

St Andrew’s Church 

Fri 3rd Dec 12 noon – 5pm / Sat 4th Dec 10am – 4pm 

FREE ADMISSION 

Join us to view the fabulous forest of uniquely designed trees,  

vote for your favourite and perhaps even bid on one! 

There will be music, refreshment and stalls. 

    Entry forms available from the school, St Andrews Church & The Frost Partnership 
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Welcome to the December 2021 and 115th issue of the  

Wraysbury & Horton News magazine.   

Since our last issue the world appears to have returned to a new “normal” and most 

societies and clubs have resumed. This edition is slimmer, which just goes to show 

that everyone is making the most of their new found freedom. Hoorah! 

Sadly, we have lost some dearly loved villagers since our last edition and included are 

tributes to Anne Blake, Ken Keeble and Phil Swan. 

Our Community “Spotlight” this issue shines on Wraysbury resident Nigel Gray which 

is quite apt as he is an active member of the Wraysbury Players and no stranger to  

the stage.  

As always, our thanks go to all our advertisers and contributors without whom there 

would be no magazine and also to the volunteers for delivering it to every house in 

the Horton and Wraysbury villages. 

And thanks to Glyn Larcombe for providing another original front cover. 

If you would like to get involved in writing or editing the magazine, have any ideas for 

articles or would like to have a go at helping us put the magazine together please get 

in touch—we’d love to hear from you. 

We hope you enjoy this issue and wish you a very happy festive season. 

   

 

  Dawn & Sue 
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ADVERTISING RATES  

WRAYSBURY & HORTON NEWS 

The next edition of the magazine is scheduled for June 2022. We distribute around 2300 

free copies to every house in Wraysbury & Horton, along with the local shops, pubs, clubs 

and community buildings. 

The current advertising rates for new adverts which will be in colour are shown below: 

 

 

 

 

Please email wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com with any submissions or changes. 

Online PDF copies of the magazine are available on the  

“Wraysbury News” and “Horton and Wraysbury News” Facebook pages 

& 

Wraysbury.com 

If you are interested in advertising, submitting an article, getting involved with the editing 

and publication of the magazine, would like to join our band of delivery volunteers or have 

any feedback or comments please email: 

wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com 

We are happy to receive material in all formats but if you could email it, either as an 

attachment or in the body of the email, it saves us having to re-type it. 

All articles in the Wraysbury & Horton News are the views of the contributors and do not 

reflect the view(s) of the “Editorial Team” and where the team deem it necessary articles 

will only be published following editing / redaction. 

Advert Size Cost 

Full Page £90.00 

Half Page £45.00 

THE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES, DIRECTORY OR ADVERT CHANGES 

FOR THE JUNE 2022 ISSUE IS  

THURSDAY 31st MARCH 

mailto:wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com
mailto:wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com
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• Tinned meat  

• Tinned fish  

• Tinned vegetables 

• Soup  

• Rice  

• Herbs/Spices  

• Cooking sauces 

• Instant mash 

• Tea bags/Instant coffee  

• Sugar 

• Breakfast cereals  

• UHT milk  

• Tinned desserts  

• Cereal bars/biscuits  

• Jams  

• Fruit juice/Squash   

CAN YOU HELP? 
We are extremely grateful for donations of the items listed below 

Please do not donate perishable items as we may not be able to use them 

For details of drop off points and times call 

01784 482515 

Many people have been affected by unforeseen circumstances and need help 

to feed themselves and their families. As a community, we can arrange to 

provide essential food items to those in need via the Wraysbury and Horton 

Voluntary Care group.  

WRAYSBURY AND HORTON 

LOCAL FOOD BANK 
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WRAYSBURY & HORTON VOLUNTARY CARE 
(WHVC) 

by Janet Crame 

Not just Food! 
Wraysbury & Horton Voluntary Care does more than provide food, although it does seem 
to have been a main focus over the past few months. 

• Coffee morning was the first re-established venture in August. Tea, coffee and 
cakes for anyone who wants some company on a Wednesday morning – initially at 
the old Baptist Church; now known as the Wraysbury Hub.  

• We re-started the Thursday Lunch Club in August. About a dozen people came the 
first week but it has gone from strength to strength with around 25 people now 
sitting down to lunch every week.  

• Our lunch delivery is now 5 days a week and we deliver 50-60 hot meals. 

• We had a very successful barbeque and food stall at the Grange Garden Party in 
September. Glyn wasn’t sure how many would come so we were slightly 
trepidatious as to whether we would have to serve up sausages and burgers for 
the rest of the week to the Lunch Club. We actually sold out 100 burgers, 100 
sausages and about 40 vegetarian baps within 2 hours!  

Help with housing and facilities 
Some of the work we do is less lauded – intentionally so – but equally as important. We 
can, and do, supply all sorts of assistance to local people: mobility aids which we have in 
store, kindly donated by local families; help with moving rubbish, cleaning up and 
generally organising domestic life for those who need a bit of support; food collected and 
delivered to Foodbank; clothes and household items collected and delivered as needed. 

Grants 
Now that lunch club and coffee morning have been re-instated, our donation levels are 
increasing a little which is of course helpful but we have also applied for grants and larger 
donations from outside sources. Over the past few months, we have been lucky enough to 
receive grants from RBWM, Berkshire Community Foundation and most recently from the 
Lottery Fund. We are really grateful to everyone who helps us. All the money we receive is 
used for the benefit of the community – paying for the food we use, hire of the Village 
Halls and the Wraysbury Hub, telephone expenses and occasionally new equipment. No-
one in WHVC receives any form of payment for what they do and most of the volunteers 
have to be persuaded to claim for any costs they incur. We are so lucky to have such a 
philanthropic and kind bunch of people working with us.  

Help we need 
If you would like to help, we are always looking for drivers to transport people to and from 
medical appointments, shopping, Lunch Club and also to deliver meals. 

Help for you 
If you would like help in any way with household problems, food, transport, shopping or 
even just someone to talk to, please do call our helpline 01784 482515. 
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WRAYSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

Wraysbury Parish Council, as of October 2021, is comprised as follows: 

Margaret Lenton  Chair 

Peter Lord    Vice Chair & Deputy Planning 

Diana Hughes  Lead Planning 

Mike Williams  Lead Greens & Lead Community Resilience,    
      Infrastructure & Communication  

Andy Moran   Lead Properties  

Lora Andrew   Deputy Properties 

Ewan Larcombe  Lead Watercourses 

Len Carlton   Deputy Watercourses 

Sue Nicholls    Deputy Greens 

Graham Sinclair  

John Lenton 

The Clerk to Wraysbury Parish Council is Jane Clemance.  

Email info@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

HORTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Your Horton Parish Councillors and their responsibilities are: 

Freda Bovingdon  Parish Council Chair 
      Vice Chair: Champney Hall Management Committee 

Carly Gibbons  PC Vice Chair, fly-tipping and Play Park Committee 
      Cllr.gibbons@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Janet Crame   Corporate Planning & Planning Projects 
      Planning.lead@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Benta Hickley  Residential Planning  
      Cllr.hickley@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Neil Cole    Finance, Flags and Flagpole  

Eileen Coogan  Defibrillator Guardian & Neighbourhood Plan 

Shiva Dunga   Policies 

Jaimin Patel   Parking 

The Clerk to Horton Parish Council is Jayne Kennedy.  

Email clerk@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk   
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Location of the Wraysbury Parish Council Noticeboards 

1) Coppermill Road: Next to the village sign opposite Mill Place  

2) Village Car Park: On side wall of The Frost Partnership estate agency 

3) Hythe End: On the front wall of Hythe End Stores in Staines Road 

4) Gloucester Drive: On the side wall of Giggs Stores in Wraysbury Road 

5) Village Hall: To the left of the main entrance from The Green 

6) Wraysbury Primary School: By the school entrance 

7) Welley Road: Opposite The Avenue / Park Avenue 

Location of the Horton Parish Council Noticeboards 

1) Coppermill Road: Next to the Wraysbury village sign opposite Mill Place 

 (shared with Wraysbury Parish Council) 

2) Stanwell Road: On the bus stop outside Champney Hall 

:: Category 5e/6 Cabling  

:: Fibre Optic Installation     Surrey 

:: Voice Cabling        Middlesex 

:: Meridian Nortel Telephone Systems Berkshire 

:: BT Telephone Systems     London 

:: Telephone Sockets  
 

Established in 1994, Area Communications carry out complete category 5e/6 network cabling, fibre 

optic installations and add additional points to existing networks. 

We also offer a full telecoms service, supplying new & refurbished systems, installing additional 

telephone points along with all programming needs, specialising in Nortel, Meridian & BT systems. 

Having worked in the industry for over 30 years, our knowledge and experience have been the 

main foundation of the business. This has been built on referrals and repeat business. We pride 

ourselves on our levels of customer service, reliability and competitive pricing.  

Area Communications  

graham@areacomms.co.uk 

© Somadata 

T.   01784 488005 

M.  07885 212747  

http://www.somadata.com/
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At the time of writing, life is returning more to normal thanks to the work of scientists 

who devised a vaccine in record time. I am very proud of the way people have 

supported each other in the village during what has been a very difficult time. 

From the beginning of May, the Government decreed that public bodies such as Parish 

Councils should meet face to face rather than using Zoom and this has been the case in 

Wraysbury, although the Parish Council has moved from the Village Halls to the former 

Baptist Church. The purchase of this building has been completed and is now owned by 

the Parish Council. The Mayor of the Royal Borough and the Mayoress, Cllr and Mrs 

Story visited on the 15th September to cut the ribbon of The Wraysbury Hub. 

The Parish Council has purchased this building which has been a feature of the High 

Street since the mid-nineteenth century and the aim is to create a community space, 

complementary to the Village Halls, to be used by residents. In addition, the Parish 

Council intends the Parish Clerk to have an office in, and the archive to be moved to, 

the Wraysbury Hub. The upstairs area needs to be upgraded and work generally done 

to bring the building up to a good standard.  

The Parish Council has continued its work looking after its assets. Work has been done 

on the trees, where our Clerk and the Lead Member for Greens had a comprehensive 

plan prepared to ensure that all the trees are healthy and any issues are 

addressed. Cllr. Moran has done considerable work ensuring that the children’s Play 

Park is kept in good order with equipment upgraded and repaired as appropriate. 

There are regular updates about the Wraysbury Drain, which is ultimately 

the responsibility of the Royal Borough. The Royal Borough is also not contributing to 

the River Thames Scheme.  I spoke in support of our petition, which was lost by one 

vote when considered by the full Royal Borough Council. Residents are deeply 

concerned about what would happen should there be heavy rainfall as in 2014, which is 

an ever-present memory for those in the village at that time.  

The Parish Council is also proposing to pay for the container library to be opened on 

Saturday morning. It was established during the recent consultation that Wraysbury 

residents were among the top users of this facility. At the time of writing, we are 

discussing whether the container library could be based in the village. 

By the time you read this we should have held an exhibition on November 13th of the 

material produced for a display to commemorate the end of WW2, which had to be 

cancelled because of Covid.  This was worked upon by the late Graham Morley, assisted 

by his son and Tony Kimber. We hope that you had an opportunity to see this display. 

Message from Margaret Lenton 

Chairman of the Wraysbury Parish Council 
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The Frost Partnership, one of our village estate agents, is intending to resume the annual 

Christmas Tree lighting ceremony on Friday December 3rd 2021. In addition, the Parish 

Council, Wraysbury School and St Andrew’s Church will be working together to hold the 

Christmas Tree Festival over the weekend of December 3rd and 4th. These events are a sign 

that life, with due care, is getting back to normal.  

Next year marks the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, an event unique in 

history. No monarch has reigned so long. Alongside the national celebration, we plan to 

hold a tea in the Village Halls on Saturday 4th June 2022, mount an exhibition of 

photographs of the Queen across the decades,  light our beacon and hopefully ring the St. 

Andrew’s Church bells. 

It was a sad duty to send the Queen a letter of condolence on behalf of residents following 

the death of the Duke of Edinburgh who has visited Wraysbury, once accompanying the 

Queen in 1974 and then on his own to open the Scout Hut.    

I attend, as a representative, the Neighbourhood Action Group where members from 

Datchet, Horton and Wraysbury meet with the Police and where we discuss the concerns 

of residents. These involve speeding, anti-social behaviour and fly-tipping. Regular 

attendees are Henry Perez and Graham Cribbin and it is likely now that groups can be 

trained to use Gatzo guns to check speeding.  

Our PCSO Les Bradfield often attends our Wednesday coffee mornings to spread the word 

about current priorities and listen to concerns. An event was held in the Village Halls to 

inform residents about scams which are a major issue involving the targeting of vulnerable 

people. One attendee admitted to parting with a large sum of money and is now assisting 

the Police by talking about her experience. 

The Clerk and I regularly take part in Zoom meetings with the Royal Borough. We do raise 

issues of importance to our residents. Currently people are very concerned about the 

removal of the weekly rubbish collection from black bins and replacing this with a 

fortnightly collection. The fear is that this will lead to increased fly-tipping and health 

issues, particularly in the summer. 

I would like to thank all Parish Councillors and our Clerk for all they do for our community. 

Elections will come up in two years’ time and it is likely that there will be vacancies. Please 

do think seriously if this is a way in which you can serve your community. If you would like 

more information, please get in touch and perhaps attend a Parish Council meeting held in 

The Wraysbury Hub on the third Monday of each month. 

Margaret Lenton 
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HORTON PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

 

As Horton moves on from the various lockdowns and restrictions, the Council have once 

again been able to meet face to face. Since the last Wraysbury and Horton News article 

there have been some staffing changes and a new Councillor has been welcomed. Benta 

Hickley has stepped down from her role as Clerk after nearly five years and has filled our 

vacancy on the Parish Council. Cllr Gibbons has stepped up to the role of Vice Chair of the 

Parish Council. In place of Benta as Clerk we have welcomed Jayne Kennedy. The contact 

details for the Clerk remain the same. The Parish Council wishes to thank Benta for her 

years as Clerk and looks forward to working with her in her new position as a councillor.  

Since the last article was written the Parish Council have been moving things forward for 

the village. The memorial green will shortly have some new lights in the tree to provide 

more illumination at night and maintenance has been carried out on the play equipment 

in the recreation ground. Any concerns with, or vandalism of, the play equipment should 

be reported to the Clerk. The council is also in the process of having the Council owned 

trees surveyed. 

The memorial stone has had a clean-up and Cllr Hickley is now looking into some re-

engraving to restore the stone even further.  

As part of the multi-agency approach the Council has been working with the 

Neighbourhood Action Group to reduce our main issues of fly-tipping, pavement parking, 

illegal use of quad and off-road bikes, speeding and sale of drugs. There are some new 

signs out and about and regular reports of fly-tipping are made to RBWM and private 

landowners. The council have been investigating cameras as a means to prosecute 

offenders or as a deterrent for fly-tipping. The pavement parking issues are continuing 

and discussions with RBWM and Abri are ongoing to resolve this issue in the Milton Close 

area. The Thames Valley Police continue to make regular visits to Horton as part of their 

targeted patrols.  A trial of traffic calming measures has taken place in Coppermill Road 

and now the consultation period has closed a decision will be reached, based on the 

responses received and trial evidence, on what measures need to be introduced.   

The usual responsibilities relating to planning continue and the council is committed to 

working with RBWM to ensure that the community is protected from illegal 

developments, pursuing enforcement action where required.  

The Central and East Berkshire Joint Minerals and Waste Plan Inquiry has now taken 

place. The Parish Council employed some expertise in this area and the consultant, along 

with our lead Councillor, attended the hearing to speak on behalf of Horton Parish 
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Council. As was mentioned in the last edition, these works bring a lot of heavy vehicles, 

noise, dust, traffic and air pollution to the village so the Councillors spend a lot of time 

looking to have these issues acknowledged and considered in order to try to minimise the 

effects on those who live here.  

Going forward the Parish Council will be assisting with setting up a community coffee 

morning that will eventually welcome a library service and offer the opportunity to talk to 

and connect with people who can offer support to residents in various areas.   

As always, we are looking for volunteers to step forward to support the community 

through the Parish Council. At the time of writing this article the council still has a 

vacancy. Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend the Parish Council Meetings. If 

you would like to attend a meeting or find out more information about volunteering as a 

Councillor then please contact the Clerk (clerk@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk). 

Finally, as Chair of the Parish Council I would like to say a big thank you to all who give up 

their time to serve on the council or support the council with their voluntary 

contributions. It is much appreciated and your contributions do not go unnoticed. 

Freda Bovingdon 

Chair, Horton Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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A message from David Cannon  
RBWM Councillor for Datchet, Horton & 

Wraysbury ward 
 

 

 

It is such a pleasure to contribute to this edition of the Wraysbury & Horton News 
magazine and to write about our communities emerging from the COVID restrictions.  

It has been really good to get to meet residents face to face at various community events, 
such as the Wednesday coffee mornings at the Wraysbury Hub, the MacMillan coffee 
morning and the really successful Grange Fair, where the weather and our enthusiasm to 
get out again, contributed to a lovely afternoon. I look forward to upcoming community 
events and seeing more residents and friends again.  

As I do not only drink coffee (!) it has been good to catch up with regulars at The George 
and The Percy too, as well as renewing my membership of ‘the Club’ and taking out a 
Cricket Club social membership. This ensures that I can get out and meet people again (as 
well as have a beer or a G&T). It has also been refreshing to attend face to face meetings 
as a Governor at Wraysbury Primary School.  

During lockdown I have had to restrict myself to email and social media to remain 
contactable, keep everybody advised of what is going on at RBWM and act as your Ward 
Councillor. That option will remain available but I do prefer face to face communication.  

Even though we are going into the colder and wetter months, it will not stop me resuming 
my monthly canvassing that COVID put a halt to. I will be out at least one day a month, 
canvassing across the ward, to speak to residents and get your opinions and views.  

One of the wider concerns for the villages is the community watercourses that have been 
allowed to fall into disrepair. I am working with RBWM, residents, landowners and riparian 
owners to start to repair and maintain these watercourses and drains, to get them 
functioning as they should be. If you have a watercourse on your land / garden please feel 
free to get in touch with me to discuss it and any possible community or RBWM guidance 
or support that can be provided.  

On the larger stage, since the Environment Agency withdrew the local Flood Alleviation 
Channel from their River Thames Scheme, due to the Borough’s inability to afford the 
required partnership funding, I have been meeting monthly with the EA and RBWM 
officers to establish what their proposals are to now mitigate / reduce flood risk for our 
communities. The EA are a very slow-moving organisation, steeped in bureaucracy but I 
am making progress and the available options will be the subject of community 
consultation at the earliest opportunity.  

It is the primary role of a Ward Councillor to be visible and available to support all 
residents, in addition to any council or political roles held, so please feel free to grab me if 
you see me out and about, to discuss any concerns or make an appointment to discuss 
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A message from your RBWM Councillor Gary Muir 

Datchet, Horton and Wraysbury Ward 
Whilst caution is most certainly still advised, it is pleasing to see our community opening up 
to some level of normality. Coming up to the winter period, things could change but I do 
hope that I will be able to meet and listen to all the concerns of local residents over the 
coming months.  

It has been great to see how our businesses and the community as a whole have coped 
over these last 18 months and we must do our best to support them as they start to get 
back to normality. Our community events, clubs and societies will also need our support 
and if you can volunteer and get involved, the whole community will benefit. In my role as 
Deputy Mayor, I have supported many charities throughout the Borough and really would 
like to help, where I can, charities in Horton and Wraysbury.  

One very pleasant task I had the honour to undertake was the judging and presentation of 
certificates for the Borough Garden in Bloom. Wraysbury and Horton certainly excelled and 
I’d like to thank all you budding gardeners for brightening up our villages. It was great also 
to meet so many of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the coming months, as Ward Councillor, I will continue to support villagers on local 
issues and I am always happy to hear from residents. 

Cllr Gary Muir, Deputy Mayor RBWM Council 
cllr.muir@RBWM.gov.uk or 07860 951906  

Gary Muir presents Gordon Haig with a 
rosette & certificate for the                  
Borough Garden in Bloom 

Gordon's Wraysbury garden 

them at a later date.  I also hope to resume monthly surgeries again. These will be 
announced online and through other means, to let everybody know.  

As not everybody is on social media, please make a note of my phone number below and 
feel free to call me or leave a message for me, if you don’t see me out and about.  

Hope to see and speak to many of you again soon. 

David Cannon 
cllr.cannon@RBWM.gov.uk or 07976 881831 
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WE ARE A SMALL AND FRIENDLY GARAGE OFFERING A HIGH STANDARD 

OF REPAIRS, SERVICING, MOTS AND MANY OTHER SERVICES RELATING TO 

YOUR VEHICLE. 

WE SPECIALISE IN AUDIS, VOLKSWAGENS & CORVETTE STINGRAYS. 

•  MOT Testing 

•  MOTs For Cars & Motorcycles 

•  Free Retests Within 10 Days 

•  Tyres 

•  Air Conditioning Service 

•  All Makes & Models Serviced 

Surrey Lodge Motor Co 

AUDI, VOLKSWAGEN &  

CORVETTE STINGRAY  

SPECIALISTS 
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Hope you are all well and keeping safe, things are starting to look normal again and as 

Captain Sir Tom Moore said “Tomorrow will be a good day!” 

It’s great to meet up again with all my locals when out and about on foot or cycle patrol in 

the villages and just having a chat and making people feel safe really makes a difference. 

Over the past months we have seen an increase in internet and phone scams, which can be 

upsetting if you receive one and live alone. Simply put the phone down and never, ever 

give your personal details or bank PIN number. 

On most Wednesdays I will be at the Wraysbury Hub in the old Baptist Church on 

Wraysbury High Street to offer crime prevention advice and support; remember you are 

not alone. You can call me on 07970 145574 or call 101 if I am not on duty. 

The dark evenings are approaching and yes, Christmas is around the corner. What’s the 

wife going to get me this year? I have asked for a Maserati! 

If you do go Christmas shopping early, don’t leave your gifts on display in the house, keep 

them out of site. Keep all the windows closed if going out and don’t leave ladders in the 

garden, lock them away. 

After Christmas don’t leave the packaging the gifts came in on display to tell everybody 

what you received e.g. a new laptop/ iPhone/ Breitling watch etc. 

I will be attending Wraysbury Primary School every month throughout the school year 

offering safety advice for students and parents. Dates and times will be made available 

from the school. 

I would like to thank Head Teacher Mrs Fox and the amazing teachers and staff at 

Wraysbury Primary School for the support I always receive from them (and the tea and 

cakes are great too).  

May I take his opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable Christmas and New Year. 

Keep safe and I look forward to seeing you all soon.  

PCSO C9244 Les Bradfield  
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Could Vehicle Electronics be the Modern-Day Rust?! 

Once upon a time…. all a person had to worry about when their vehicle was due an MOT 
was rust or maybe a tyre replacement. Do you remember?  Holes here and there, 
patches welded, new sills fitted.…Those of you old enough, will know exactly what I am 
talking about! If you are not of a certain vintage, you are likely to be wondering “what’s 
a sill?”  Well, these parts are still on the modern car but rarely cause us issues. The 
manufacturers have long since sorted out these problems with better metals and 
coatings. They all give very long anti-corrosion warranties of up to 10 years, so we can all 
sleep well the night before our MOT because Mr Rust no longer haunts us. But wait, is 
there now another gremlin replacing the ‘old boy rust’? 

In an earlier piece, I talked about the evolution of cars and how complex they have 
become. With our cars now having so many onboard computers, we do not need many 
failures for the car to cause us a real financial issue.  

So many vehicle systems are now testable in an MOT; anti-lock brakes, tyre pressure 
monitoring, airbags and engine management to name a few. All these will have to be 
repaired if there is a warning light indicating a fault at the time of an MOT.  

There are other systems that we all rely on in our cars, such as the radio, locking systems 
and sat nav which all have the potential to fail and thus need repairs, even if they are not 
an MOT failure. My mother gracefully informed me a couple a weeks ago that “It is all so 
simple now as the computer tells you what is wrong, so it’s easy to fix”. Well, I have to 
tell you that I bit my lip at her statement and carried on. I did, however, reflect on what 
she had said and was forced to acknowledge that this does appear to be the general 
perception of the public when in reality, the complete opposite is true. 

The computers on a car can only record what happened at the time of a fault and lead us 
to what they believe the issue is. Bearing in mind it cannot see, hear, touch or reason, 
we are left with a binary answer of “that thing over there does not work but I have no 
idea why”. As technicians, we then have to read wiring diagrams, test items and pay for 
manufacturer access to technical data. This costs money and time, so simply plugging in 
for a scan can only lead us so far and very often in the wrong direction without the right 
training and experience. Once we have the answer, it could be a fuse, a wiring fault or an 
electronic item. By that, I mean a sensor or control unit. To make matters worse for the 
technician, this ‘fault’ often comes reported to us as “it happened at 3am” or “I was 
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turning right out of my drive with the trailer hitched up and the dog on the rear left seat!” 
The explanations for when faults happen are endless! In comparison, the good old days of 
easily finding and repairing that rust spot seem so simple now. 

So where am I going with this? It does not concern the owner of the car, does it? Well, it 
does when the repairs come along. The time it takes to find these faults can sometimes run 
into hours. Removing parts to gain access to check wiring etc: sometimes it feels as if there 
is a whole department at Mercedes HQ devoted to “how hard can we make this?”. It is not 
just them by the way. All of the manufacturers seem to have this department. At this stage 
we will have spent hours at the owners’ expense to find the issue and we hope that it will 
be a simple repair. Sometimes it is but some controllers can run into hundreds or even 
thousands of pounds. 

 “You could buy a second-hand part which may make the repair much more cost effective” 
I hear you say.  Well, the manufacturers have thought of this and whilst it is possible on 
older models, newer cars have coding encrypted into these parts. This renders them 
useless on any other car, ensuring a sale of a new part for the dealer or a new car 
depending on what you choose to do. 

So, this is where I make the comparison. There once was a time when rust could easily 
write off a car and it would end up in the great scrapyard in the sky. Much as I would love 
to say that it is all ‘happily ever after’ now, I cannot, as electronics are now the issue that 
can end the life of your car. For example, if a car is 10 or 15 years old and looks perfectly 
fine but needs an expensive controller, how many thousands of pounds do you choose to 
throw at it or do you draw a line and send it to its final resting place? Once the repair cost 
exceeds the value of the car, its fate is sealed. 

I will leave you to decide whether vehicle electronics are the modern-day rust ……I think 
they just might be.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jay Wheatley 
Director at Lakeside Garage, Wraysbury 
IMI Master Technician 
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Please remember and give thanks for the lives of the following: 

 Anne Blake  Leonard Blofeld  Ken Keeble  

 David Knox  Hazel Leishmann  Dennis Marris 

 David Sines  Phil Swan  

Shirley Van Der Beeck 

WRAYSBURY VILLAGE TRUST (250 CLUB) 

The Wraysbury Village Trust is very proud of continuing its support throughout the 
Village. Cricket week for the Cricket Club was a huge success. With only a few weeks to 
prepare, Garry and Nicky Hall provided the most amazing lunch and afternoon tea for 
members of the Trust and the cricketers. This wasn’t easy with the members being in 
the marquee and the cricketers in the main clubhouse. 

This was our first event since lockdown and was very well supported. Our sponsorship 
day helps the Cricket Club with their fundraising and we are proud to be able to support 
the visit of the Marylebone Cricket Club on the Thursday of the cricket week. This has 
become a fixture in our diary. New members have joined and our spring/summer 
money draws enabled us to continue giving back to our members. Planning is in place 
for our WVT Christmas Party celebration on the 4th December and members will have 
already received their invitation letter so we truly hope the new format this year will 
prove to be a big success.  

We plan on assisting the societies that have started back up with our promises given 
before lockdown. The committee are working hard to ensure that the WVT is still 
prominent in our assistance to each request received.  

It is delightful to see the WVT minibus back in use and I know this has been a lifeline for 
shopping and lunches etc. The Cricket Club has also been able to use the bus for away 
matches and we hope to maintain the bus, in order to keep this vital service ongoing. I 
always think of the WVT as an umbrella to help the societies such as cricket, football, 
Scouts etc. and we have also put aside financial help to assist St Andrew’s Church this 
winter. If you are reading this, are new to the Village and would like to know more 
about us please email  wraysburyvillagetrust@btinternet.com. 

I sincerely hope you are all well and we wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a very 
happy and healthy New Year. 

Marilyn Ferguson, Chairman  

mailto:wraysburyvillagetrust@btinternet.com
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• Igniting passion and compassion for women and with women in Wraysbury and 

throughout the world.  

• Creative opportunities to make items which might meet community needs both here 

and in the world.  

• An environment for women that’s Welcoming, Friendly, Accepting, Loving, & Caring!  

We work with a US charity daysforgirls.org making washable menstruation kits for girls 

around the world who otherwise would miss 4 or 5 days of school every month. 

Everyone is welcome to join us, you don't have to be experienced at sewing - there is 

ironing and cutting to be done and tea and coffee to be made!  

We put a monthly reminder on the Stitch Facebook page before each session or you 

can email us at wraysburystitch@gmail.com if you want more information or contact 

us via Facebook. You can read about the work of the charity, how we contribute to it 

and other ways you can help, at www.wraysburystitch.blogspot.com  

We were delighted to be able to start meeting again in July. For the time being we have 

chosen to meet at Champney Hall in Horton (SL3 9PA) as there is more space and the 

ventilation is better. We will let members know and advertise on the Stitch Facebook 

page if things change. 

We have sorted our supplies, made up several kits and are waiting for a request from 

anyone in the charity who is able to travel and distribute them. 

We meet on the last Saturday of the month between 10am and 12 noon. We are very 

happy to mentor any teens who are looking for volunteering 

experience for Duke of Edinburgh awards—please contact us 

for more information. 

Do feel free to pop in and join us for a cuppa. 

file:///C:/Users/DF/Google%20Drive%20(wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com)/114%20June%202021/Articles/daysforgirls.org
mailto:WraysburyStitch@Gmail.com
http://www.wraysburystitch.blogspot.com/
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Church News 

 

 

 

From St. Andrew’s Wraysbury and St. Michael’s Horton 

It has been lovely to see the village and the churches slowly coming to life again after 
the depredations of the pandemic. Not everyone who was with us before it all started 
has come back to church, and income at St Andrew’s in particular has taken quite a hit, 
but those who have returned are showing every sign of being glad to be here. We are so 
happy to be together again! 

Some of our groups have re-started: 

• Little Lambs, our toddler group, enthusiastically run by Becky Webb and her 
team, has had a change of time. It’s now Wednesdays 10am to 12noon in St 
Andrew’s Annexe. Parents and children have adapted happily to the new 
arrangements.  

• Stitch, a sewing group supporting girls in the third world, has migrated to 
Champney Hall in Horton but still sits in that 10am until 12 slot on Saturdays, 
usually the last Saturday in the month. There seem to be people of all ages and 
they do a good cup of coffee. Benta Hickley is running Stitch nowadays.  

• Crafty Church is also in the capable hands of the indefatigable Benta and has 
also moved to Champney Hall, where it operates from 2pm until 4pm on the 
same Saturday as Stitch. All that crafting crammed into one day! 

• Home Groups have also re-started, offering all the joys of caring fellowship and 
mutual support which are an essential part of the Christian life. Jesus 
commanded us to love one another. He never expected us to go it alone amid all 
the pressures and challenges of life. 

• St Andrew’s Café is a new venture that has started up in the Annexe on Tuesday 
afternoons, also offering prayer and reflection alongside coffee and 
companionship. 

Possibly the first large scale public event in Wraysbury after emerging from lockdown 
was the Garden Party at The Grange. Turnout vastly exceeded expectations: hundreds 
of people flocked together for the joy of being with others once again. There was a 
tremendous community atmosphere and over £1,400 was raised for the Friends of St 
Andrew’s. There was also some magnificent headgear on display as people 
enthusiastically took up this year’s theme, which was “Hatland.” Huge thanks once 
again to the Larcombes for the use of their beautiful grounds. 
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These are spring shoots pointing, we hope, to better things to come but we still face huge 
challenges. How can we make up the shortfall in our finances? The Church of England is 
asking us to increase the support we give them by about 20% next year, but we’ve only 
been able to pay half of what they asked of us this year. Worryingly, our congregation is 
smaller, older and poorer than when I came as vicar eight years ago – not at all good for 
my battered ego as it happened on my watch.  

How can we turn things around? Wraysbury has a poor track record with its churches, 
having lost St Monica’s Catholic Church a generation ago and now the Baptist Church. “To 
lose one church is a misfortune, but to lose both smacks of carelessness!” as Lady Bracknell 
might have put it. Is there any way we can engage local people afresh or is the spiritual 
torpor here just too profound? 

Christmas is a very good time to reflect on our spiritual state. The awe and mystery of it… 
“The Word of God came and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth…” “The true light that 
gives light to everyone was coming into the world...” “To all who received Him, who 
believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God…” Measured against 
such profundity, is turkey and tinsel, Santa and sparkle, really enough for you? Now is time 
to explore further and dig deeper… 

With the love and prayers of everyone at St Andrew’s and St Michael’s for a joyful 
Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

The Reverend Colin Gibson 
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Are you seeking support from  St Andrew’s or St Michael’s? 

Contact the Reverend Colin Gibson  

on 01784 481258 or vicar.hortonandwraysbury@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
For further information check out our Facebook page and websites: 

www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk / www.stmichaels-horton.org 

mailto:vicar.hortonandwraysbury@gmail.com
http://www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS  

AT ST MICHAEL’S AND ST ANDREW’S 

Date Time Event Location 

Friday 3rd and 
Saturday 4th  
December 

noon-5pm 

10am-4pm Christmas Tree Festival 
St Andrew’s 
Wraysbury 

Friday 3rd  
December 

6pm Christmas Tree lighting 
Outside The Frost 
Partnership, 
Wraysbury High St 

Thursday 9th  
December 

6pm 
Christmas Tree lights and 
Carols 

Horton Memorial 
Green 

Sunday 12th  
December 

6pm Carol Service 
St Andrew’s 
Wraysbury 

Wednesday 15th 
December 

7pm 
Wraysbury Primary School 
KS2 Carol Concert 

St Andrew’s 
Wraysbury 

Friday 17th  
December  

7:30pm Carol Singing 
The Perseverance 
Wraysbury High St  

Friday 24th  
December 

Sorry, no Christingle service at St Michael’s Horton this year 

Friday 24th  
December 

11:30pm Midnight Mass 
St Andrew’s 
Wraysbury 

Saturday 25th 
December 

9:30am Christmas Day Service 
St Michael’s  
Horton 

Saturday 25th 
December 

11am Christmas Day Service 
St Andrew’s 
Wraysbury 

Sunday 26th  
December 

Sorry, no service today at St Andrew’s or St Michael’s 

Sunday 2nd  
January 

9:30am Holy Communion 
St Michael’s  
Horton 

Sunday 2nd  
January 

11am Holy Communion 
St Andrew’s 
Wraysbury 
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Vicar Colin has resumed hosting open sessions called "More Tea Vicar" approximately 

once a fortnight at one or other of the two churches, usually 10am to 11am.  This is the 

ideal opportunity to see the vicar to discuss a wedding or a Christening, ask about church 

records, bring up questions about life and faith, ask about changes to a grave or anything 

else you think he can help with.   

Please check the church groups on Facebook, the calendar on 

Wraysbury.com or contact Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy singing?  

Why not come and join St Andrew’s choir?  

We sing at Sunday Services, Weddings, Christmas and other times.  

Please contact our organist David Gamble on 

07929 441994 or email: david_gamble99@hotmail.com 

mailto:Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com
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REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
 

Crafty Church  

On the last Saturday of each month from 2pm to 4pm with 
Benta Hickley currently in Champney Hall, Horton with 
refreshments provided.  

Email: craftychurch@stmichaels-horton.org   

Tel: 07986 239 269. 
 

 

Stitch/Days for Girls 

On the last Saturday of each month from 10am to 12pm 
currently in Champney Hall, Horton. 

Email: wraysburystitch@gmail.com  or phone Benta on 
01753 686600. Visit www.wraysburystitch.blogspot.com 
for more info about the Stitch group. 

 

 

Bell-ringing Practice at St Andrew’s, Wraysbury 

Takes place every Wednesday evening from 7.30 pm in 
the belfry. Please contact Tower Captain Roger 
Lewiston on 07973 725682 or email 
rogerlewiston@virgin.net  if you’d like to try your hand. 
More local people would be most welcome. 

 
 

St. Andrew’s Café, Wraysbury 

St Andrew's Cafe meets on Tuesday afternoons 
in St Andrew's Annexe.  Numbers are limited so please 
contact Church Warden Tony Hermes on 01784 391417 
or tandh.hermes@gmail.com for more information.  

Volunteers to help with transport and serving teas are 
very welcome. 
 

 

mailto:CraftyChurch@stmichaels-horton.org
mailto:wraysburystitch@gmail.com
http://www.wraysburystitch.blogspot.com
mailto:rogerlewiston@virgin.net
mailto:tandh.hermes@gmail.com
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St. Michael’s Crafty Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted that Crafty Church has been able to meet again since July and hope 
that nothing happens to prevent this again. We meet on the last Saturday of the month, 
from 2pm to 4pm. There is no charge and the kettle usually goes on at about 3pm. We 
are currently meeting at Champney Hall (Horton, SL3 9PA) as we are able to spread out 
a bit more. 

Come and join us - bring your own crafts or come and see what others are doing! We 
usually have donated fabric and wool available, and have been given a Sizzix die cutter - 
but are happy to bring other craft resources if there is something specific you want to 
try. We love to see what people have been making and are very happy to assist if a 
project has stalled or you need some help. 

You can contact us on  craftychurch@stmichaels-horton.org   

Horton Community Coffee Morning and Pop-Up Library 
 

Hopefully by the time you read this, Horton will have started a 
Community Coffee Morning in Champney Hall (main hall) on 
Monday mornings. This is a weekly event arranged jointly by 
Horton Parish Council, Champney Hall Management Committee 
and supported by Wraysbury and Horton Voluntary Care, 
Wraysbury Matters and RBWM Library Services. 

Initially you will be able to pop in and have a cuppa and a chat 
and maybe even a slice of cake. If you have requested library 
books, you will be able to collect them and return old books. 
Village representatives will be available to signpost you to local 
organisations who can help with problems from bin collections, 
school admissions, fly-tipping, mental health concerns, help with 
accessing the GPs in Datchet or collecting prescriptions from the 
pharmacy and a whole selection of other issues. 

From April 2022 RBWM, Library Services will attend every Monday morning - you will be 
able to browse, borrow and return books, renew disabled parking permits and access all 
other services offered by the library.   
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REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES 

St. Andrew’s Wraysbury 
St Andrew's generally* meets at 11am every Sunday, normally for Parish Communion. 
Please see www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk for up-to-date information regarding the re-
introduction of Informal Services and New Life Services as well as the long awaited 
Illuminate services. 

St. Michael’s Horton  
St Michael's generally* meets at 9:30am every Sunday for Parish Communion. Please 
see www.stmichaels-horton.org  for up-to-date information. At the time of writing, masks 
must be worn during church services and visitors must maintain a significant distance from 
each other. Please see website for details. 

* On the 5th Sunday of the month we have a combined 11am service at St. Michael’s 

Virtual Church 
We are looking at live streaming Sunday services from both churches. St Michael’s has 
poor signal reception and an installation to overcome this and to provide live streaming is 
currently being worked on and St Andrew's will follow. The link is Twitch.tv and search for 
HortonWraysbury but we are still trying to get it to run smoothly.  

Virtual Church “services” also go out during the week onto both churches’ Facebook pages 
and WhatsApp group. If you are not connected to either of these platforms you can go 
direct to YouTube and see Virtual Church by subscribing to Colin Gibson’s channel. Think 
Thought for the Day but with video; there is always a Bible reading and a prayer included. 
Look in the comments for a hymn or song for the day’s worship. The song doesn’t appear 
if you go direct to YouTube, but otherwise you can find all the back issues of Virtual 
Church there. 

Production values are not exactly Hollywood as we have neither the equipment nor the 
skills to gloss it all up, but at least it’s real. If there is anyone out there who has the skills 
and equipment and would like to help, we’d love to hear from you!  

 

Little Lambs 

A church based toddler group 

We are delighted to have been able to restart Little Lambs and will be at St Andrew's 

Annexe on Wednesday mornings, 10-12, during term times.  

For more info please call Becky Webb on 07843 386585 or email the church 

on secretary.hortonandwraysbury@gmail.com 

http://www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk/
http://www.stmichaels-horton.org/
mailto:Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com
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Modern Mortgage Solutions  

Personalised Mortgage Finance  
 

 

The Best Mortgage For You 

With specialist expertise and comprehensive software, we find 
and arrange the best mortgage for your personal needs. 

 

Support from Start to Finish 

From initial consultation through to completion, we liaise on your 
behalf between your lender, solicitor, surveyor and estate agent 
to help speed your purchase. 

 

Whatever You Need 

Whether it’s your first home, moving on to suit family needs, 
investing in a buy-to-let, equity release or downsizing to retire,  
we are here for you with the latest advice and personalised help. 
 

Peace Of Mind 

Protecting you and your loved ones for the future with tailored 
mortgage protection is a priority. We can make sure you have the 
right type and amount of protection so you have peace of mind.  

 

Talk To Us Without Obligation 

Phone today for a chat or make an appointment.  
 

Yulisha Naidoo CeMAP, CeRER 
Mortgage and Protection Adviser 

Tel:  020 8787 5225, Mobile:  07985 525 439 

E mail: yulisha.naidoo@modsols.co.uk 

www.modsols.co.uk  

http://www.modsols.co.uk
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Catholic Parish of St Augustine’s Datchet 

and Our Lady of Sorrows Eton 

Wraysbury did once have a Catholic Church - St Monica’s - which was at the corner of 

Douglas Lane and Station Road but sadly, it was closed down in the 1980s. So, for local 

Catholics, our parish churches are in Datchet and Eton.  

Both churches are small, so during the pandemic Mass was online for a while and then in 

the church hall in Datchet. But we are delighted that we can now attend the churches, 

albeit with some restrictions in place. The community is a very friendly one, so anyone 

new to the area would be very welcome. Details of Mass times are below, together with 

contact details if you wish to ring beforehand.  

Father Frank McAuliffe, known to all as Father Frank, is the parish priest, serving both 

churches. The only regular Mass in Eton is at 9.30 am on Sundays, but the church is 

worth a visit as it is very beautiful inside, built in the Baroque style with some Italian 

paintings on the walls. It is now owned by Eton College who wish to preserve the 

building and its interior. Mass in St Augustine’s church Datchet is at 6.30 pm on 

Saturdays and 11.00 am on Sundays. In addition, there are weekday Masses in Datchet 

at 9.30 am on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday each week.  

Contact details: 

Father Frank - 01753 917030 

Email: office@staugustines.org.uk    

Contacts in Wraysbury:  

Ros Nockles: 01784 483001 and Barbara Williams: 01784 483503 

St Augustine's Datchet 

Interior of Our Lady of Sorrows Eton 

mailto:office@staugustines.org.uk
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A TRIBUTE TO PHIL SWAN 

As a member of The Slappers quiz team, Phil was best known to his friends and family as a 

generous chap with a great sense of humour. He would do anything for anyone, helping at 

many village events and being a Governor at the local school. However, Phil was a very 

private person and preferred to be behind the scenes, not wanting any public recognition.  

Originally from Birkenhead (his accent was noticeable after a drink!), Phil was bright 

enough to win a scholarship to Birkenhead School. He always had a fascination for 

aeroplanes and joined the RAF Cadets as a young boy where a Flying Scholarship enabled 

him to gain his Private Pilot’s License at only 16 years old. 

Phil spent his whole 35 year career fulfilling his dream with BEA and British Airways, 

starting on the “Highlands and Islands” route and ending as a long haul 747 Captain. 

Phil lived in Wraysbury for 38 years and brought up a family with his wife Lizzie, an air 

stewardess, who he met on a flight to Washington.  

He passed away this April after a long illness and is sadly missed by Lizzie and his four 

children Natalie, Matthew, Kingsley and Olivia. He was also “gramps” to granddaughter 

Millicent and would have loved his new grandson, Sami, born in October. 

Now a member of the “Angel Fleet” where all aircrew find their own wings, he may be 

slightly embarrassed to have his name in a magazine but hopefully he’ll appreciate the 

sentiment and may even have a chuckle to himself. 

Weep Not For Me by Constance Jenkins 

Weep not for me though I am gone 
Into that gentle night 
Grieve if you will, but not for long 
Upon my soul’s sweet flight 
I am at peace, my soul’s at rest 
There is no need for tears. 
For with your love I was so blessed 
For all those many years. 
There is no pain, I suffer not, 
The fear now all is gone. 
Put now these things out of your thoughts 
In your memory I live on. 
Remember not my fight for breath 
Remember not the strife 
Please do not dwell upon my death, 
But celebrate my life 
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Wraysbury Village FC 

 
When we took over Wraysbury Village FC, we wanted to achieve a number of goals.  
Firstly, we wanted to give the club back to the village. We wanted to do this to give more 
people more opportunities to play football. With this in mind, we decided to work 
towards an ethos of FOOTBALL 4 ALL! 

I am delighted to report that all things youth football continue to grow. We have passed 
120 members but more importantly, we have done this by sticking to our values. I was 
personally shocked to find out that other football clubs are putting children through 
trials and in some cases telling them they are not good enough to join the club! Here at 
Wraysbury, we believe every child should be able to play football and while, as they get 
older and into adulthood, they of course will get opportunities based on ability, we make 
sure they have a safe, fun place to enjoy our national game. 

This attitude has already seen us become one of the biggest girls’ participation clubs in 
the local area. We even had our first all-girls team launch this year.  

I am also pleased to say our ladies’ team have started another season and we have a 
really great core of committed players. While we could do with more, I am proud of how 
they are developing. It’s not all about playing in a team: ladies are welcome to come 
along to the training sessions just to keep fit. 

As for men’s football, we are back to having two teams, one on Sunday which through 
the hard work of our volunteers, gives more opportunity to a wider group. Then we have 
our Saturday side which has started strongly again this season after having the highest 
finish in the Thames Valley Premier League in the club’s history last year. 

As with any organisation we face challenges and while we have over 200 members 
involved in the club, our lack of facilities is slowing down our development. We are keen 
to introduce more football, including walking football, but having one pitch is a massive 
challenge. Our Saturday men’s team are now playing weekly out of Staines Town FC’s 
ground (feel free to come and watch them). Our youth teams are playing at both Staines 
Lammas and the Memorial Ground while our men’s Sunday and ladies’ teams are 
juggling space at the Memorial Ground. We would love some space somewhere in 
Wraysbury to help us develop further. 

As always this great club is lucky to have so many wonderful volunteers, many of whom 
do not get the credit they deserve. I say to them all that we should be proud of our 
football club and what we have achieved, so THANK YOU!! 

Finally, if you want to get involved or just come and support us, visit our website 
www.wraysburyfc.co.uk 

Mark Foster, Chairman 

http://www.wraysburyfc.co.uk
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Now that life is returning to some form of normality, wraysbury matters are meeting 
regularly to plan ahead and resume our mission to promote a happy and healthy 
community. The first thing we did was to increase our team to include Benta Hickley to 
ensure that Horton doesn’t get left out! 

Benta is of course our “Ginger Queen” and she has made over 500 “Talk to Me” Gingers 
(see opposite). The feedback we have had has been very positive and children still tell their 
Gingers their troubles. If you would like a Ginger for your child, do contact us at 
wraysburymatters@outlook.com 

So, what does a “Happy and Healthy Community “mean to you? We are designing a survey 
to find out. 

We are very fortunate in these villages to have so many activities available, ranging from 
tango to cheerleading, paddleboarding to handicrafts, yoga, Pilates, tai chi, boxing and so 
much more. These all support our wellbeing, as do many of the clubs and societies but is 
there something missing? Please let us know. 

wraysbury matters ensure that we are represented at the coffee mornings at the Hub so 
there is always someone to talk to. If you are aware of anyone nearby who is lonely and 
may not know about this, do let them know. Look out for our badges or t-shirts. 

We are happy to organise events, talks, support groups etc. if that is something that would 
interest you. 

We were all out in force at the St Andrew’s Garden Party at The Grange in early September 
with plenty of activities to keep the children occupied.  

We hope that you have seen and made use of our lovely Chat Bench outside the Wraysbury 
Hub. We will shortly be launching a fundraising page open to all community members who 
are able and willing to donate to support our work. These funds will be used to provide 
more wellbeing events in the two villages over the coming year, but also to deliver much 
needed mental health practical services and support for those who need it most. 

A sincere thanks to the local businesses who supported the raffle at the Wellbeing Day.  

 
 

Wishing each and every one of 
you a happy and healthy 

Christmas and we look forward to 
seeing you in 2022. 

 

 
Helen, Ruth, Dianne, Michelle and Benta 

mailto:wraysburymatters@outlook.com
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Hello. I am delighted to be living with you! 

Please give me a name. 

Although I can’t talk, I can listen and that’s my job. 

When you go to bed each night, talk to me, and tell me what’s on your mind. 

What or who has made you feel angry, cross, or frustrated today? 

 Do you feel scared, sad, lonely, or worried about anything? 

I don’t even mind if you shout at me, just get it out of your system and when 

you are done, pop me under your pillow or beside you. You will feel better 

for offloading, so you can snuggle down and go to sleep without all these 

thoughts and feelings mulling around inside your head. 

While you are asleep, I will get to work to get rid of them all. In the morning, 

you will feel so much better, ready for the new day. 
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Meetings of the group finally started again regularly in May 2021 with an evening 
which  included a much needed period of socialising and sharing food. Tony Kimber 
also gave a short talk and showed a BBC video on the Architect Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe 
and his 1950s plans to demolish Wraysbury and replace it with a glass city called 
Motopia. The evening finished with a History quiz.  

In June, we were entertained by Anthony Poulton Smith talking about Stupid 
Moments in History and in July, Brigitte Mitchell told us about the many Royal 
Weddings that have taken place in Windsor over the years.  

After our usual summer break in August, the autumn season started with Tony 
Kimber giving a reprise of his 2012 talk, with some updates on the History of 
Wraysbury ‘from a very long time ago until about 1900 plus a bit’. By the time this 
report appears, we should have heard Margaret Lenton talk to us in October about 
Bletchley Park and  Nick Pollard speaking on the 11th November, WW1 Armistice Day, 
about World War 1 in Spelthorne.  

We plan to finish the year with another social evening in December as we look 
towards Christmas.  

The attendance at meetings has been excellent, up to 30 people, so there is a 
continuing interest in History from the people of Wraysbury. This means that 
currently, the finances of the group are sound and we can now look forward to 
booking more speakers for the 2022 season. Paid up membership is £18 for nine 
meetings from September. Membership closes in November until the next 
September but visitors are welcome at £2.50 for each meeting.  

Meetings will start again in March 2022 and are usually held on the second Thursday 
of each month in Wraysbury Village Halls. All meetings will be advertised around 
Wraysbury Village and by email. If you are not on the group email circulation list and 
would like to be added, or wish to attend a meeting please call or email Tony Kimber 
- details below.  

The Wraysbury History Group is currently managed by the following: 

Treasurer:  Tony Kimber  01784 483801 TonyKimber1@aol.com 

     Diana Hughes   01784 482729 dianajhughes@btinternet.com 

     Wendy Kessack  01784 482312 stott.kessack@gmail.com 

   Jan Willis   01784 483499 jwillis248@btinternet.com 

Tony Kimber 

mailto:dianajhughes@btinternet.com
mailto:stott.kessack@gmail.com
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QUIZ CORNER 

By Clive Ferguson 

 

 

1. First broadcast on the BBC in 1951, which panel show had Lady Isobel Barnett 

and Gilbert Harding on the panel? 

2. Who was the original presenter of “Take Your Pick”? 

3. On which show did Simon Cowell make his TV debut? 

4. Who originally presented “The Krypton Factor”? 

5. Which show launched Channel Four in 1982? 

6. What was the maximum prize on the UK version of “Double Your Money”?

(1955 - 1968) 

7. Who was the first presenter of “Who Wants to be a Millionaire”? 

8. How many contestants are there at the start of ITV’s “The Chase”? 

9. Who took over as host of “Question Time” in January 1994? 

10. Who was the first presenter of “Ask The Family”? 

11. In which city was Emma Raducanu born? 

12. Who is older, Jamie Murray or Andy Murray? 

13. How many dimples are there on a golf ball? 

14. Which boxer was nicknamed “The Clones Cyclone”? 

15. “Lexiko” and “Criss Cross Words” were two early names for which board game? 

16. In which year did Rugby Union’s 5 Nations become the 6 Nations? 

17. What was the first Beatles single released on their Apple label? 

18. Which group made their final top 10 appearance in 1969 with “Hello Suzie”? 

19. In which year was “Top of the Pops” first broadcast? 

20. Which God gave his name to a planet in our solar system and an English day of 

the week? 

 

Answers on page 127 
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WRAYSBURY LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
                               

This has been another strange year for the 
tennis club, though thankfully things are 
gradually getting back to something like 
normal. We restarted play following the 
lockdowns in late spring and gradually 
reintroduced our social club sessions and 
match play. Our club sessions are 
operating again on a regular basis - they 
are available most days of the week. 
Players can also organise their own games, 
we have a comprehensive court booking 
system. We continue to offer membership 
to players of all abilities from beginners to 

match players and especially welcome juniors of all ages. We recognise that young 
people represent the future of the club and the success of British tennis in the years to 
come. Both our ladies’ and men’s teams play in Woking leagues. These provide 
competitive games without the need to travel long distances. The ladies also play in a 
league organised by Bucks LTA. 

We have now appointed a new coach, Stephen Wright who, along with the rest of his 
team, is able to provide coaching at all levels from beginner to advanced team player. 
He is very keen to start a junior group session for local children. Our ladies team players 
have particularly benefited from their Tuesday night coaching sessions and continue to 
go from strength to strength. 

We organised our Club Championships slightly differently this year and for the first time 
held what we called our “Doubles Day”. Both the ladies’ and men’s doubles 
championships were played on a single day. This proved very popular and gave us 
keenly contested and exciting competitions. The winners and this year’s doubles 
champions were Kate Freeman/Jane Irwin and Rob Crisp/Chao Su. 

The singles and mixed 
doubles were competed 
for throughout the 
summer, with the finals 
being played in early 
September.  

Congratulations go to  
Jane Irwin and Chao Su, 
the singles winners, and 
Jane also triumphed in 
the mixed doubles with 
Stephen Whiting.  
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We are lucky enough to have one of the most attractive settings for tennis in Berkshire, 
sited as we are near The Windmill and The Splash. As we have three all-weather courts, 
two of which have floodlights, it means we can play all year round including the evenings. 

Our calendar includes a number of social events and competitions. The season opens in 
April with the Maureen Burr tournament - a fun competition for all abilities with an 
impressive shield being awarded to the winners. Another competition in October (the 
Peggy Willatts Rosebowl) is well supported and not too serious. A quiz, a late Bank Holiday 
BBQ and a Christmas Dinner also feature in our annual programme. 

Next year heralds the club’s centenary. We aim to celebrate this in style and hopefully 
with a 1920s type theme. Photos, memorabilia or stories about past players or events 
associated with the club are very welcome, so please contact us if you think you have 
something relevant. 

If you are interested in joining the club please take a look at our website; we welcome 

tennis players of all ages: clubspark.lta.org.uk/wraysburyltc 
 
If you have any queries or would like to contact us then please email us, we would love to 

hear from you: wraysburyltc@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Mike McLachlan, Chairman 
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The Green, Wraysbury, TW19 5NA 

The Thames Hall, The Colne Room, The Lake Room & The Windsor Room 

BOOKING NOW FOR 2022—2023 

The Thames Hall spacious, with a fully equipped stage, accommodating up to 200 is an 
ideal setting for that really special occasion - a wedding, a stage show, a conference, a 
dance or social. 

The Colne Room holding up to 55, is an attractive room perfect for children's parties, 
meetings and is used for staging art & craft exhibitions. 

The Lake Room boasts a patio with views over rural Wraysbury. Its elegance makes it 
just right for surprise parties, wedding anniversaries or children's parties and it 
accommodates around 50 people. 

The Windsor Room is the latest addition and holds up to 65, so is ideal for the larger 
party. It has its own disabled toilet and changing room. 

The Thames Hall, Lake Room and Windsor Room can be integrated to accommodate 
larger parties. 

Wraysbury Village Halls have full disabled access, disabled toilets, a well equipped 
kitchen, an attractive foyer, a hearing loop and plenty of car parking.  

Our resident Managers, Mark and Jackie, can advise on catering, hire of bands/disco 
and decorative specialists.  

To make your event special give them a ring on 01784 483240 

Web Site: www.wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk 

http://www.wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk
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Wraysbury Village Halls 

“The Halls are alive, with the sound of music…” 
 
…. And badminton and dancing and lunch club and yoga and Art Society and Jazz and 
karate and Slimming World and WI…. I could go on but the full list would take pages 
and the editors would not be happy with me! 
 
Wraysbury Village Halls are delighted to have (finally!) been able to welcome back 
many of our regular clubs and societies, most of whom have been able to return to 
(almost) pre-COVID normality. 
 
In addition to our regular activities, we hope you have been able to join us for some 
of the ad-hoc events since restrictions eased, such as Jackie’s well attended Jumble 
Sale in aid of the charities Domestic Abuse Survivors and Giving Back and also the 
long awaited return of the Macmillan Coffee Morning, which has always been a 
popular event at the Halls.   
 
We are also really proud to have launched our brand new and thoroughly updated 
website at https://wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk and our thanks go to Halls Manager 
Mark Keynes along with Wraysbury based firm TKF Digital for their fantastic efforts in 
putting the new website together. The website now includes a fancy “What’s On” 
feature, where you can not only see the huge array of activities that take place at the 
Halls, but you can access contact details should you wish to find out more 
information. There is also some great aerial drone footage of Wraysbury on the 
home page so do log on and have a look around. 
 
Another reminder for you to please keep Wraysbury Village Halls in mind for your 
upcoming venue hire requirements. The Halls are run as a charity for the benefit of 
our community but we do need your support (especially in these post-COVID times) 
in order to keep this valuable village asset viable. Our hire rates are very economical 
and probably much cheaper than you think! Enquires are already being taken well 
into 2022 and beyond, so if you have an event or function that you would like to hold 
in the heart of the village with great facilities and lots of parking, then please get in 
touch with our Managers, Mark & Jackie, who will be very happy to discuss options 
with you. 
 
On behalf of the Wraysbury Village Halls Management Committee, I would like to 
wish all of our supporters a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.  
 
Best wishes, 
 

Alice Hopkins 
Secretary & Treasurer, Wraysbury Village Halls 
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2021 has been a really important year for the development of Swan Radio. Despite the 
lockdown restrictions, our volunteer broadcasters have kept us on air throughout the 
entire pandemic period providing entertainment, local news and direct engagement 
with community groups. A big thank you to the team for their commitment and hard 
work this year. 
 

In the second half of this year, as the restrictions were gradually lifted, we have been 
able to once again, take Swan Radio out into the community and have participated in a 
number of live broadcast events in Windsor, Colnbrook and Wraysbury. It`s great for us 
to get out there and connect again!   
 

During our live broadcasts, we are providing our audience with local community news 
and information on forthcoming events and would encourage any not-for-profit 
organisation in our vicinity, who have a message or information to share, to let us know 
and we would be delighted to include their news in our daily updates. 
 

As well as delivering information, entertainment is an essential element of our 
programming. We have a wide range of shows on offer including music from the world 
of shows and films, country, rock, the sounds of decades from the 60s through to 
current dance music . We are always looking to expand our selection and welcome new 
ideas and suggestions. 
 

This year, Swan Radio has been privileged to become involved in one of the 
community’s oldest monthly run events, the Wraysbury Country Music club. 
This involvement really adds foundations for Swan Radio and secures our links to clubs 
and organisations in our reach. 
 

We have welcomed a number of new presenters to Swan Radio this year who bring us 
new content, ideas and enthusiasm. There is always room for more volunteers both 
behind the microphone and behind the scenes. No experience required, just a keenness 
and some time to get involved. Why not contact us and do something different in 2022? 
 

Like all not-for-profit organisations, we rely on contributions and support to keep us on 
the air and growing. The majority of our funding is generated from our members’ 
efforts, through the promotion of events we organise. Your continued support is never 
taken for granted and we greatly value the assistance given to Swan Radio, which allows 
us to provide a voice in the community. 
 

If you would like to know more or get involved in Swan Radio, we would love to hear 
from you. 

Ben Wood  & Colin Bolton, Directors. 
ben@swan-radio.co.uk, colin@swan-radio.co.uk  
Follow or contact us: www.swan-radio.co.uk  

or on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Email us at studio@swan-radio.co.uk or text your requests to 07523 012188 

mailto:ben@swan-radio.co.uk
mailto:colin@swan-radio.co.uk
http://www.swan-radio.co.uk
mailto:studio@swan-radio.co.uk
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       Wraysbury Primary School 

 

 

 

As I write this at the end of September, it’s been another busy and hugely successful start 
back for Wraysbury Primary School. We were so proud of everything we managed to 
achieve during the pandemic; staying open for our Key Worker and vulnerable children, 
providing our excellent remote learning package on TEAMS, our mental health support for 
families, our “Talk to Me” puppets and of course our recovery programme in the summer 
term to help children settle back in.  

The summer term was fantastic as we were so proud of the progress that the children 
made and how hard our staff worked to bring the school community back together. We 
held our sports days with parents able to attend, gave our Reception children a wonderful 
graduation, said goodbye to our Year 6 pupils with a superb Leavers’ Assembly and of 
course made some wonderful memories for them with a day at Liquid Leisure! 

We have already been busy in the autumn term with our Beetle Drive in Years 3 and 4, our 
Family Sharing where we opened the classrooms up to the parents to come and see the 
learning and we also held a Welcome assembly for new parents. We have also had PCSO 
Les Bradfield into school, chatting to us and seeing if there is anything that the police can 
do to help our families. 

At the time of writing, we are hoping to have the Harvest Celebration at St Andrew’s 
Church, the disco, the Christmas productions and carol singing out and about in the 
community, the Christmas lunch, the Fayre and the ever popular Christmas shop where 
children get the chance to purchase a present of their choice for a person of their choice, 
wrap it and take it home to put under the tree.  

There is also our much-loved Christmas Tree Festival at the beginning of December.  
Watch out for updates on the school Twitter feed or website. 

Currently, we are focusing hugely on our mental health and wellbeing and in fact we have 
an addition to the staff. We have a trained Mental Health practitioner from the NHS 
working on site one day a week, which is fantastic as it means we can target help to those 
that need it. 

Looking forward to January and the New Year, we have many exciting things planned! Our 
children are singing at the O2 Arena in a Young Voices Concert and we are planning to go 
on two residential visits; Years 3 and 4 to Northamptonshire and Years 5 and 6 to the Isle 
of Wight! What an exciting year we have ahead of us! 

Alison Fox, Head Teacher 



54 

 

 

 



55 

 

You may know Nigel as a tennis player, an actor in 

Wraysbury Players or perhaps just a good neighbour. 

Whatever you think you know, unless you’ve read his 

autobiography, you’ll be very surprised what else there is 

to Nigel’s story. Having read it myself, I now know Nigel as an entrepreneur and 

photographer at the heart of the swinging 60s and that he and his wife Jane 

loved every minute of it! Still friends with many famous faces, he has a Gold 

Record for Ocean Boulevard given to him by Eric Clapton, has regular visits from 

Junior Marvin of The Wailers and recalls with a twinkle in his eye driving a certain 

royal across London one snowy night in his VW Scirocco. But let’s start at the 

very beginning…………. 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

NIGEL GRAY 

Early Days 

Nigel was born in 1947 to Betty and Alex Gray who lived in 

Teddington but a few years later moved to a semi in Kew. 

Boyhood consisted of polishing the lino with dusters on his feet, 

ice on the inside of the windows during bitter 1950s winters, 

filling up paraffin heaters and counting in the coal sacks delivered 

by a horse-drawn coal cart. Nigel loved being outdoors cycling, swimming or 

skating on Richmond ice rink. Indoors, he made Airfix models and often had a 

go at “fixing” things, including a bright idea to wire the radio to the TV…..ending 

in the radio being in flames and flung from the bedroom window! Nigel’s love 

of photography started at the age of 12 when he saw the negatives that came 

back with his mum’s holiday snaps and wanted to know how it all worked. His 

mum bought him an old camera and when he got a job at the local carwash, he 

saved up for an enlarger to do his own prints. 

Nigel’s father Alex, a former army Major, set up two shops after the war selling 

china, glassware and prints. Things went well for a while but then Nigel recalls 

the bailiffs taking furniture from their home when things went downhill. 

Undaunted, his parents set up another company importing garden furniture 

from Scandinavia. This was a success, as they were able to sell it to Harrods and 

Selfridges and was probably what inspired Nigel’s love of retail.  
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While Nigel’s older brother did well academically, Nigel’s schooldays 

at The Mall in Twickenham and Halliford School in Shepperton were 

overshadowed by dyslexia. Although he was a naturally good speaker 

and shone at anything practical, written exams were not his forte.  

However, Nigel excelled at sport becoming school boxing champion 

after his PE teacher, a former Sergeant Major, knocked him out cold in 

the first lesson and told him “you’ll never be a decent boxer unless 

you know how it feels to be knocked out”! He was also in the First XI 

cricket team, became Richmond Tennis Club junior champion and was 

a strong swimmer, which was lucky for a little girl who had 

accidentally fallen into the pool at Twickenham baths. Nigel, aged 14, 

had just passed his lifesaving badge and when he noticed a still body 

on the bottom of the pool dived down, pulled her up and got her out 

just in time for her to be saved. Fifty years later, she tracked him 

down and thanked him. Apparently, her family still raises a toast to 

Nigel on her birthday.  

From Posters to Marbles via Diamonds…... 

After joining his parents’ business after school, Nigel and his 

brother spotted an opportunity to produce “instant” posters of 

people. Nigel knew enough about photography, after being a 

member of Halliford Camera Club and taking a course at 

Isleworth Polytechnic, to create a quick process to make it 

happen. Initially Photo Posters was 

on the first floor of a shop in Carnaby 

Street but the idea was picked up by 

Harrods, who were setting up a trendy new area called 

The Way In in 1968. A branch followed in Switzerland 

and then another in San Francisco called Blow Up. 

After four years, Nigel decided to switch the Harrods 

business from posters to jewellery, an example of Nigel 

constantly looking for new things. Chicha was born and 

Nigel quickly learnt about diamonds to deal with Hatton 

Garden suppliers.  

Chicha, Harrods 

Blow Up San Francisco 
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Halcyon Days in the Swinging 60s and 70s 

Nigel moved into his brother’s flat in West Hampstead in 

1968. The flat was at the heart of a swinging 60s scene, with 

neighbours such as David Anderson, the well known 

photographer whose girlfriend, Suzy Miller, went on to marry 

James Hunt. People tended to migrate to the flat when they 

needed time out from the limelight, such as Colin Boyd whose sister Pattie was 

married to George Harrison. Jane and Nigel made everyone feel welcome and got 

known for their hospitality. Clive McClean, top photographer for Playboy 

magazine, rented their spare room and introduced them to his girlfriend 

Stephanie, who later married Barry Sheen. Peter Morton (of Hard Rock Café fame) 

stayed with them while he was setting up his famous steakhouses in London. Cat 

Stevens came round, as well as Elliott Gould, Angi Bowie, Lionel Bart and 

Marianne Faithful, among many others. This was a golden time of great friends, 

music and fun. Nigel and Jane also got invited to others’ house parties, including 

one at a country retreat popular with the Chelsea set. There they met Roddy 

Llewellyn, who invited them to the cinema with a very special lady “friend”. As the 

friend was incognito and didn’t have a chauffeur that day, Nigel and Jane bizarrely 

ended up giving her a lift “home” to a London palace in their VW Scirocco.  

Needless to say, Jane gave up the front seat! 

 

Things went well until the late 70s when gold prices shot up 

and instore competition meant they had to close Chicha. Nigel 

and Jane sold their house, that they had bought a short while 

before, to cover the debts. With what little they had left and 

Jane getting a job at Ice Records, they managed to get a 

mortgage on a derelict house in Kensal Rise, which Nigel 

renovated between shifts as a motorcycle messenger.  

They made a profit on the house and moved to Wandsworth, an up and coming 

area. Nigel again renovated the (even more) derelict house with the help of “Bob 

The Job”, a local builder. Retail was calling again so Nigel and Jane rented a small 

premises, setting up a gift shop called Bounty and moving to bigger premises later 

on. Life was good. When parking restrictions killed the business in 1998, they 

rented out the shop and Nigel became a full time photographer, something he’d 

always loved.  
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Settling Down? 

Nigel and Jane got married in 1972 at Hampstead Register 

Office with a few close friends and a party in the evening at 

the flat. During their time together, they’ve gone from rock 

bottom to the top, opened shops, renovated houses, hosted 

celebrities and experimented with Arica meditation. You 

could say they’ve had quite a life! But they are most proud of 

their daughter Lucy, born in 1986 and who now has a son, 

Hugo, who they adore. So, the cool hippies have become 

grandparents and couldn’t be happier. Now residents of Wraysbury, they moved 

here in December 2013 and chose a house next to the river. When a large puddle 

appeared in their garden after Christmas, it got bigger and bigger and you can 

guess the rest……..luckily the house itself escaped the floods by a few inches. They 

still love the village and Nigel is with Wraysbury Players, where he has continued 

his acting interests from Wandsworth (Magdalene Players), taking part in “Allo!, 

‘Allo!” and the “Vicar of Dibley”, as well as playing King John in a Magna Carta 

play in 2015. Nigel can also be seen most days on the tennis court and in the 

evenings under floodlights, he’s so keen! Jane has remained passionate about 

jewellery and now makes and sells her own designs at local fairs and from home.  

First inspired by a busker on Richmond Bridge as a boy, Nigel bought his first 

guitar aged 15 but couldn’t play. Assuming he had no musical talent himself, he 

joined his friend at the Crawdaddy Club in Richmond where he paid 2’6d every 

Wednesday to dance to The Rolling Stones. Later on, they went to Eel Pie Island 

every Saturday where they listened to Rod Stewart and Eric Clapton (having seen 

him on the bus on the way there), among others. Nigel has been friends with 

some of the best guitarists in the world and has finally taken it up, teaching 

himself during lockdown and even taking part in Wraysbury’s Got Talent! 

You can take the man out of the 60s but you can’t take the 60s out of the man! 

 

 

 

Wedding 1972 

Junior from The Wailers  

still drops in for a cuppa 

Written by Sue Britton, based on extracts from Nigel’s autobiography 
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Anne's early years were spent in Wraysbury: it 
has always played a central part in her life and 
she had many stories to tell from that era... the 
war years and the air-raid shelter in the garden, 
the local donkey, the refugees who came to stay 
in the village and the 'big flood' to name a few.  

Memories of Anne Blake 

Her parents Jim and Nee, her brother Richard and her sister Mary lived for many years on 
Old Ferry Drive. She also had a brother, Colin, who sadly died as a baby and is buried in St. 
Andrew’s churchyard.  

Anne trained as a nurse, intending to work with children. However, she found 
dealing with extremely ill youngsters heart-breaking so she retrained. She 
worked with a comptometer (an early form of calculator) in the city at Lewis 
Altman's stockbroking firm. This is where she met Frank and they were soon 
married. Their first child was tragically stillborn, but they were delighted that 
Elizabeth, Suzanne, Gavin and Gregory followed. The family lived in English 
Gardens and then in Garson Lane and enjoyed a busy village life before 
moving to Pinkney's Green. 

Anne's marriage failed and following her divorce, she moved to Shiplake and set up and 
ran a business centre in Henley. When her parents relocated to North Devon, she bought 
and renovated an old mill and threw herself into country life. Following the death of her 
parents, Anne started to move back closer to home, with houses in Barton Hartshorne 
and Beaconsfield before moving back to the village twenty years ago. Anne was 
Wraysbury to her roots and couldn't stay away once her beloved grandchildren started to 
arrive. She spent her final years in Old School Court on the site where she and her 
children went to school. 

Anne was an avid letter writer and a strong royalist, writing several times to the Queen, 
once sending her a cheque to offer her support for restoration work. Needless to say, it 
was returned to her with the Queen's thanks. She frequently wrote letters of praise or 
disgust to the BBC. She received a letter from Dame Vera Lynn congratulating her on her 
granddaughters’ beautiful singing voices and another from Margaret Thatcher thanking 
her for her flowers! 

She was big on manners; 'hands on your knees', 'mind your P's & Q's' and was liberal with 
the soap, not only on the hands. If you got one of her 'looks' you knew you were doing 
something wrong. 

She had a few entertaining experiences with her cars, managing to pretty much demolish 
a prefabricated classroom in the early 1980s. She also had the back / front of the car 
taken off by a train at the Shiplake railway crossing (no barriers at this time) whilst rushing 
off to Greg's speech day. She wrote off another car after slightly heavy contact with a 
juggernaut. She finally stopped driving when realising the young family with a pushchair 
waving at her as she passed them were actually pointing out that she had driven straight 
over a zebra crossing...... 
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The Three Generations dance group. Anne is standing 7th from the left 

Anne's love of travel began when she nannied for a family 
in her teens, travelling to many European cities with 
them. She trekked in Nepal, visited an old nursing friend 
in Australia and spent time with family in America and 
New Zealand. She was even at the Berlin Wall when it fell 
in 1989.  

Her other interests included reading, watching sport, cooking, antiques, knitting, 
gardening and genealogy. Hugely supportive of her children and grandchildren, she gave  
wonderful birthday parties, ferried them to their activities spending hours on the side-
lines, made fancy dress outfits and even arranged the flowers at her children’s weddings.  
 

Anne Beatrice Blake will be sadly missed by the villagers who knew her.  

To her credit, Anne was always actively involved in her local community. Several local 
mums formed the Three Generations dance group to fundraise for the school swimming 
pool and the old scout hut. At the Silver Jubilee in 1977, she was central to an initiative 
that meant every child in the village received a commemorative cup made by a village 
potter. When her children were young and the lollipop wardens went on strike, Anne took 
up the baton! She said she wasn't being political, she just made  sure the children got to 
school safely. She was heavily involved with her children's PTA's - Save Slough High School 
was a particular crusade. She fundraised for Barnardo’s and volunteered at a hospice 
shop. She was a tree warden and worked on the village dig. She volunteered for many 
years at the Village Archives and to the end would often receive a phone call wanting to 
pick her brains. She worked front of house for the Wraysbury Players. She organised 
several Wraysbury school reunions; many of her friendships were life-long. In recent 
years, she served teas and coffees to the army who had been drafted in to help with the 
flood, even getting interviewed by breakfast television. 
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Wraysbury Short Mat Bowls 
We pay tribute to Ken Keeble, our Chairman who sadly passed away recently.   

Short Mat Bowls is played in Wraysbury Village Halls on Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons from 1.30pm until 4pm. At present, we have 18 playing members but would 
welcome anyone who fancies trying it. You do not need to have had any previous 
experience, just a pair of flat shoes, as bowls can be supplied. 

This is good exercise and good company. We always end the afternoon with tea, biscuits 
and a natter. 

If interested, come along to the hall on either of the afternoons or please ring our new 
Chairman Mike Stone on 01784 458045 or 07543622461. 
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BLUE ACRE HORSE RESCUE 
Ham Lane, Old Windsor SL4 2JT 

Reg Charity No: 1168059 
 
 
 
 

Since our article in the June edition of Wraysbury & Horton News, we have had a mix of 
good and not so good times at the Rescue in Old Windsor. As you are always so supportive 
and truly interested in our work, I thought I’d share our experiences with you all. 

Update on Flek – (the blind horse in the river) 

We are sure you are all aware of the very scary experience we had in May 2021 when it 
was reported that Flek, a blind mare from Blue Acre, was seen swimming in the river 
behind The Avenue. She had escaped from her paddock with her companions and followed 
them to the river where she must have fallen in. Thanks to some quick thinking from 
wonderful Wraysbury residents, the fire service, our volunteers and the training she had 
received from Caron at the Rescue, we managed to get her to safety.   

She has recovered completely and is 100% back to her usual calm and happy self. The 
faulty gate latch has been replaced and we are happy to report that Flek has remained 
safely in her paddock without subsequent escape attempts.   

Shield Show – June 2021 

We are very proud of our weekend/school 
holiday volunteers and the hard work they 
put in at the yard. Many of them sponsor or 
loan a rescue pony and care for them as if 
they were their own, helping them with 
trust issues and building a truly loving bond 
which is wonderful to see. We wanted to 
showcase this as it’s at the heart of 
everything we stand for, so we took four of 
them and their ponies to The Shield Show in 
Chertsey which is geared towards young 
people or novices to the showing world. They all entered the “in hand” classes to show the 
condition of the horses and their movement.    

This is both great fun and hard work as it entails a very early start to bath/groom the 
horses and lots of planning to get transport organised and to ensure all equipment travels 
with the team to the show.  It also entails a great deal of practice with the ponies, teaching 
them to trot alongside their handler at the correct pace and to stop when asked and stand 
correctly to be judged by a stranger. There is always a lot going on around any show ring so 
it’s great experience for the ponies to be in a strange and noisy environment. They were all 
so well behaved – a real credit to the girls and all their hard work. 

                     Cont……. 
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Eton Fair – September 2021 

The first event we had held since Christmas 2019!! Thanks to some wonderful prizes 
donated by friends and followers of Blue Acre, we were able to hold a fabulous tombola 
stall which resulted in us making £445 in total. This comes at a crucial point in the year 
when we are starting to need hay and additional feed so we want to thank everyone who 
gave prizes/donations and who came along to see us. 

We want to do more of these events so if anyone has anything that might be good for a 
raffle or tombola prize please let us know as we have a safe storage facility and can keep 
items for future events. We are happy to collect locally. 

Pets at Home Foundation Grant 

Earlier this year we applied for an emergency Covid 
grant from this foundation to help with our ever-
soaring vet bill and to buy feed. It was a long process 
but we were given a grant and we paid some of it 
towards our vet bill and the rest was split between 
buying hay/feed and the purchase of some new 
galvanised feed bins for our feed store. This means we 
can store larger amounts of feed safely, whereas 
before it was often being eaten by mice/rats. The bins 
also make the feed room look much more 
professional, keep it tidy and give us a surface area on which to prepare feeds. 

Rehomed Ponies 

We are very pleased to have found superb forever homes for 5 ponies this year: 

 Two youngsters found abandoned as 4-month-old foals in 
August 2019 have been rehomed together. Their new owners 
are two young sisters who had recently lost their shared pony. 
They have many, many years of tremendous fun ahead of 
them and we get regular updates on their progress. 

 Spider, who was born at Blue Acre, has found a lovely home as 
a lead rein pony for a lovely lady’s granddaughter as her first pony. 

 Little Duke and Colin have found homes as companions to other horses or ponies 
who may have been left alone due to the loss of their buddies – this is a great 
option for the many ponies we have who, due to various reasons, can’t be ridden. 

 Max Factor (found in Wraysbury several years ago) has been rehomed as a ridden 
pony for a young girl. Max has been brought on to this stage of life by one of our 
young volunteers – her dedication and love for him has enabled him to find a 
loving, permanent home. 

Rehoming is not an option for many of our residents due to age or previous trauma which 
makes them mentally unstable and not a safe bet to put into a new environment – these 
will live out their lives with us in Old Windsor. The majority of the others are not able to 
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be ridden and that makes rehoming tough as they can be expensive field pets. Most of 
them have long term medical issues which require lifetime medication e.g. arthritis or 
metabolic issues. This is why we have a large herd to maintain but, as can be seen, we do 
and will rehome when the right person comes forward offering a 5* home.     

We should add that we haven’t taken in any new rescues since the start of Covid. 

2021 Project – New Covered Yard Area 

Unfortunately, we are no further forward with this (as described in the June edition) 
despite applying for two grants for funding.   

A HUGE SETBACK has been the loss of the roof on our current yard in the high winds. This 
means we have no covered area at all on the farm to work with our horses or for the 
farrier or vets to work on rainy days. The insurance company is willing to pay to replace 
the roof but the quotes they have received are deemed to be too high and so we are now 
without any covered space at all.   

If anyone has any ideas on how to move this forward please, please do shout as we are 
desperate to have this done urgently. 

Ways to Help 

Volunteers – we always need volunteers to help – we usually state the youngest age is 13 
simply due to the nature of the work which can be heavy and the need to be aware of 
health and safety issues around the farm. Right now we are desperate for adults to help 
on weekday mornings – it can be muddy and mucky but great fun and very rewarding. 

Sponsorship – details of our sponsorship programme can be found on our website 
https://www.blueacrerescue.co.uk – this is our “bread and butter”, our regular monthly 
income and allows us to budget correctly. Many people give sponsorships as birthday or 
Christmas gifts. I’m happy to answer any questions on this. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Website    - https://www.blueacrerescue.co.uk 

Facebook    - https://www.facebook.com/blueacrehorserescue 

For direct donations - Metro Bank 

       A/C 36119934 

       Sort Code: 23-05-80 

Email:     - blueacrerescue@outlook.com 

Paypal     - blueacrerescue@outlook.com 

If you do donate via PayPal please ensure you send it as 'friends & family' rather than for 
goods as we will incur transaction fees and lose part of your donation. 

 

Sue Turner 

https://www.blueacrerescue.co.uk/
https://www.blueacrerescue.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/blueacrehorserescue
mailto:blueacrerescue@outlook.com
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Personalised multi-sensory teaching and assessments, to 

provide children from 6-18 with a toolkit to achieve their 

potential and shine. 

I provide specialist teaching for individuals with Dyslexia, 

Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia, Dyspraxia and ADHD. 

Visit dyslexiaachieve.co.uk to find out more about who I 

am and what I do. 

Email corinne@dyslexiaachieve.co.uk tel. 07704539247  

 

mailto:corinne@dyslexiaachieve.co.uk
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A TRIBUTE TO KEN KEEBLE  
BY NEIL KEEBLE 

Ken was born in Woking in July 1940 to mum Nelly.  

He joined the RAF as a young man and during his 22 year 
career went from a fireman to an Air Traffic Controller 
and finally ended his career as a flight sergeant. 

Ken met his wife June in the late 1950s and Neil was born in 1960, closely 
followed by Jennet in 1961. Ken was posted out to Singapore during the 
Malaysian conflict and the family then followed him to Singapore where 
they lived for two years. Sadly, they had to come back to chilly old England. 
After several postings in the UK, including Lyneham, the family eventually 
landed in the Greater London area where Ken retired from the RAF.  

While in the RAF, Ken was a keen glider pilot, spending many 
weekends at the RAF gliding aerodrome. He also attained his 
Private Pilots Licence while in Singapore and Neil remembers his 
dad flying him over the Malay mountains. After the RAF, Ken had 
a variety of jobs, such as security for London Transport, a cab 
driver and his own greengrocers in Richings Park. His final job was 
working as a Telecoms engineer for BT. 

After Ken and June split up, he found his soul mate Gwen and 
they were very happy for many years until Gwen’s passing in 
2007. They’d bought their dream home in Wraysbury with their 
boat Tally-Ho moored at the bottom of the garden. They took to 
village life and made a huge number of friends. The family has 
fond memories of big family Christmases at their home.  

Ken took the family on many boat trips at weekends. He loved the 
boating life and joined the Freemasonry in Marlow called the 
“Thames Mariner Lodge” which seemed fitting. Ken’s quadruple 
bypass prompted his early retirement at the age of 52 but he loved 
retirement and was so busy with village and Freemason activities, 
he wondered how he ever found the time to work at all. 

Fourteen years ago, Ken and Clare got together. Clare says they liked 
the same things and had great holidays together in places like 
Thailand, Australia and New Zealand. They spent a lot of time at the 
Village Halls at dances and events which Ken was involved in. Ken 
enjoyed helping out and could turn his hand to anything. He ran the 
Short Mat Bowls Club for many years and will be sorely missed by 
everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him. Ken enjoyed 
socialising with family and friends, especially if a tasty meal was on 
offer! His downfall was pork pies and a little bread with his butter, 
normally at lunch-time when Clare wasn’t there. Clare says she will 
miss Ken for his companionship, friendship and dry sense of humour. 
He will always be in her thoughts.  



70 

 

HAIRCUTS 

BEARD STYLE & TRIM 

HOT TOWEL SHAVE 

DASH BARBERS 
2A STAINES RD     

WRAYSBURY    

01784 481778 

OPEN TILL 6.30 PM 

MOST DAYS 
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THE WAR ON LITTER CONTINUES IN 

WRAYSBURY! 

Thanks to the efforts of a wonderful band of litter 
pickers in our village, we can see that so many of our 
roads are getting much attention and looking so much 
cleaner these days. 

The main roads, particularly near the railway stations 
and routes in and out of the village require much more 
concerted efforts – but there are many of you out 
there armed with your pickers, Hi-Viz and bags! 

We need more of you – many pickers have been handed 
out so far but we have a few left and would be happy to 
drop them round so that you can focus on your locality. 

Likewise, if you are not using any equipment right now, 
we’d be happy to redistribute it. 

THANK YOU to all those who have taken time to 
comment on how much better our village is looking with 
regard to litter but, most especially, to all those of you 
who give a little bit of time each week… you make such a 
difference.  

Lynn Holden 

TEAM UP TO CLEAN UP WRAYSBURY 

WRAYSBURY 
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Open For: 

• Pumpkins  

• Coffee Mornings 

• Tai Chi 

• Yoga 

• Tango 

• Drama classes 

• Fit & Flexible 

Available for Parties and Events 

For bookings / enquiries contact 

Helen  

wraysbury.hub@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

01784 483039 

07398 080258 
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“ Our Wraysbury Wildlife” by Graham Sinclair 

I’m pleased to have introduced my concern about our disappearing wildlife to our Parish 

Council. It is now an agenda item: the Wraysbury Parish Council Wildlife Policy.  

Yes, this is important here in our village and throughout the world. 

Things are changing. We may not know why but we need to study this issue and find out 

more. We need to adjust, the world needs to adjust or there will be no wildlife left.  

Here are some of the changes I’ve witnessed in Wraysbury over the years: 

• 7 to 11 pairs of herons used to nest in the trees at Ankerwycke, but I’ve not seen 

them lately. 

• 50 years ago you never saw a goose in Wraysbury. Now we have Canada, Greylag 

and Egyptians. 

•  A song thrush is quite rare now. 

• Swifts, swallows and house-martins are hardly ever seen. 

• A huge number of the birds we used to see in our gardens are now classified as 

“endangered”, yet we see red kites everywhere. 

• Partridges: you could see three or four coveys (small flocks) on a walk across 

Hythe End common. 

• Lapwings were commonplace at one time. 

• Ring-necked Parakeets appeared but now even their numbers have fallen.  

• The number of hedgehogs in our gardens is diminishing. 

• The Splash was full of frog spawn, then tadpoles, then frogs.   

The list goes on and on……. 

These and many more changes are not only here, they are nationwide and worldwide.  

Is it a domino effect, the food chain or climate change?  

Is it fumes from traffic or aircraft, have the changes in farming methods anything to do 

with it and why is it some creatures thrive, while others almost disappear? 

But most importantly, will this eventually affect us? 

I don’t know the answers, but something is happening around us and we must become 

aware of it before there is no wildlife left. 

I hope by reading this you notice the changes around us. This is so important that it 

cannot be ignored, but what can we do? We must do something starting with the 

Wraysbury Parish Council Wildlife Policy. 
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VILLAGE WILDLIFE THAT WE CAN STILL SEE  
(THANK GOODNESS!) 

Yellow Dragonfly  

by David White  

Brenda Morris 

Fox cubs playing in the garden  

Garden squirrel by 

Helen Rodd 

Thamesfield by Helen Rodd 

The Lammas  

by Katie Smith 

Lora Cherry Andrew 



75 

 

Wild Chicory 

Thamesfield  

by Jules Fitzpatrick  

Meghna Khokha  

Swans on the Thames  

by Deb Richards 

Windsor Great Park by 

Deb Richards 

Mr Robin by Henry Perez 

Garden Wildlife  

by Tony Britton 

Garden snake  

by Lauren Stroud 
Staines Moor  

by Katie Smith 



76 

 



77 

 

WRAYSBURY POST OFFICE  
AND SAI NEWS 

Thank you Arun, Ranjan and Elango for all your hard work! 

Whenever you drive past the Post Office in 

Wraysbury, the first thing that hits you is the 

fantastic array of fruit and vegetables that arrive 

fresh every morning.  

Once you walk in, you will feel immediately welcome as friendly smiles 

greet you from Arun, Ranjan and Elango.  Whether you need 

groceries, a punnet of strawberries, help with Post Office services or 

simply a newspaper, you will get their full attention and nothing is too 

much trouble.  

Originally from Sri Lanka, Arun, his cousin Ranjan and good friend 

Elango run the shop. They took it over in 2001, when it was in a 

rather poor state but have worked hard to make both the shop and 

Post Office a success and they like being in the centre of such a 

friendly village.  

Arun and Ranjan’s day starts at 5.30am, when Arun goes to the 

market and Ranjan opens the shop. They finally get home in the 

evening after the Cash & Carry run. But Arun, Ranjan and Elango 

(and occasionally Arun’s wife and sister) are very happy to serve 

the people of Wraysbury and have kept the shop open every day 

during lockdown, only ever closing on Christmas Day.  

As well as providing the village with essential provisions, they are always willing to help 

local charities and fundraisers, putting leaflets on the counter, selling tickets for events and 

making generous donations to support a cause.  

Recently, the shop has undergone 

alterations to display a new selection of 

high quality greetings cards from original 

suppliers. Now Christmas is coming, you can buy 

beautiful cards and wrapping to make your friends 

and family feel extra special.  



78 

 



79 

 

WVWI 
Wraysbury Village Women’s Institute (Est 2018) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
  

    
    

 
 

 

RECENT HAPPY TIMES AT WVWI 

BUT MOST OF ALL….FRIENDSHIP! 

LAUGHTER 

We generally meet on the 4TH TUESDAY of each month @ 7.30pm at Wraysbury 
Village Halls for a variety of interesting evenings, refreshments and raffles! 

 
All ladies welcome - pop along to find out more, you’ll be given a lovely welcome OR 

email the following address to find out about how our membership works. 

wraysburyvillagewi@berkshirewi.co.uk 

Nicola Harrington-Gray 
PRESIDENT 
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WRAYSBURY BOWLS CLUB 

We approach the end of a year which has fortunately seen 
recovery from Covid lockdowns, enabling people to get 
back to playing their sport again and to enjoy some much-
needed socialising.  

After last January’s lockdown, bowling was permitted again on March 29th under 
organised sport guidelines but with only 8 players allowed on the green at one time. 

In mid-May things improved again, when eighteen players were permitted to play. Then 
in June all restrictions were lifted, enabling larger groups to be at the club and our roll-up 
sessions and competitions were able to be resumed.   

The Berkshire league matches started in July but with a reduced programme, our men’s 
team playing only once against the others in Division One – and Wraysbury finished in 
fourth place. 

August was the first time since 2019 that members were able to gather in a competitive 
fun social event, when our Memorial Pairs Trophy was held. Taking the honours this year 
were Val Lambert & Mike McLachlan, with Paul Lester and Gregg Scott as runners-up. Our 
house tournaments results for 2021 are as follows: 

Knockout Championship: 

Men’s singles:   Winner:   Andy Doughton  

     Runner-up:  Paul Lester 

Ladies’ singles:   Winner:   Val Lambert   

     Runner-up:  Hilary Doughton 

Mixed Pairs:   Winners:   Val Lambert & Paul Lester  

     Runners-up:  Margaret Perkins & Fred Parsons 

League Championship: 

Ladies’ singles:   Winner:   Val Lambert   

     Runner-up:  Sue Bennett 

Mixed Pairs:   Winners:   Pam & Ben Garden  

     Runners-up:  Hilary & Andy Doughton 

There was an interesting occasion in February, when the bowls club was selected for the 
filming of a special episode of A League of Their Own, because of the superb village 
setting. Sports stars Jamie Redknapp, Freddie Flintoff, Alex Scott and comedian Jack 
Whitehall were coached in the art of bowling by England international Ellen Falkner MBE 
on our rink for the TV show. 

We have still not been able to hold an open day but we’re pleased to say that we have 
several new members, showing promise for the future. Anyone wishing to try out this 
engaging sport or those who already play the game and are new to the area, are welcome 
to get in touch and an individual introductory session can be arranged. 

Our club is situated at The Green, by the Village Halls car park, in a picturesque setting 
next to the windmill and has a newly refurbished all-weather artificial bowling surface.    

For more information visit our website: www.wraysburybowlsclub.co.uk 

Fred Parsons , Club Secretary 01784  481490  email: wraysburybowls@gmail.com 

http://www.wraysburybowlsclub.co.uk
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Wraysbury Art Society 

Having started meeting once more in June we have been slowly 
gathering ourselves together and trying to get back to pre-
lockdown levels of attendance.  

Following a very successful exhibition at the St. Andrew’s Parish 
Garden Party, at which we sold several paintings, we have also 
welcomed some new members. 

We operate as a club rather than a class and we are (hopefully) a 
friendly and enthusiastic group of amateur artists (and crafters). If 
you have a couple of hours to spare on a Monday morning 
between 9.30am and 12.30pm, why not come and join us in the 
Colne Room at Wraysbury Village Halls? For more information, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Lesley West (Secretary)   
Phone: 07930 362403 / e-mail: lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardware, Flowers and Pet Food 

Dry Cleaning  

*Now stocking water softener salt (granules and block)* 

PENNYFIELDS 
27 High Street Wraysbury 
01784 482447 
Monday to Saturday 10am—5pm 

                       Andy invites you to have a browse 
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Chiropody/Podiatry Service 

Jean Peters 

MA.CH.Pod.HCPC 

 

I have been at Datchet Health Centre for 20 years helping 

people to keep their feet healthy and happy. 

Sadly, due to Covid-19 I have had to change the way I work 

and am switching to home visits until things improve. 

Whether you are a regular client or a new patient, I can visit 

you in your own home with Covid safe procedures. 

Foot care treatments include: 

• nail cutting 

• ingrown toenails 

• nail problems 

• corns 

• verrucae 

• calluses 

• biomechanics 

• skin conditions 

• diabetic foot care 

• reflexology and foot massage with aromatherapy oils 

 

Call Jean for an appointment  

07767 117398  

email: priestess@live.co.uk 
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SOCIETY CHALLENGE 2021 

 

The evening raised £355 for the worthy charity, Blue Acre Horse Rescue. 

In September, Wraysbury Players finally 
returned with their annual Society 
Challenge quiz. 

Around twenty teams from clubs and 
groups around the village took part with 
SWAN RADIO successfully defending 
their title of 2019. 

Players’ Chairman Ben Wood, presents the trophy to the winners. 
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 Pied Piper of Hamelin  

PANTOMIME 

27th to 29th JANUARY 2022 

DOORS OPEN EVENINGS 7.00PM 

SATURDAY MATINEE 2.00PM 

LICENSED BAR & RAFFLE 

 
 

 

 

 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!! £8.00 PER TICKET 

WRAYSBURYPLAYERS.CO.UK 

OR TELEPHONE BOX OFFICE 

0800 772 3614 
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WRAYSBURY LADIES BADMINTON 

Are you interested in Badminton? We are a ladies 

group who meet every Thursday morning from 10am 

to 12 noon at the Wraysbury Village Halls. We are 

looking for ladies to join our group. We play for fun 

and exercise and try to make it a social morning. 

 

There are no leagues to play and beginners are most welcome. 

Please contact Kim on 01784 482395 or Pam on 01784 482545 for more details. 

Or just turn up at the Village Halls – your first game is free. 
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On October 16th, the Grand Finale of WRAYSBURY’S GOT TALENT! was 

hosted by Wraysbury Players at the Village Halls. This is only the second year 

since their beginnings 50 years ago that the Players haven’t been able to put on 

an Autumn Play (for obvious reasons….!) 

The Talent Show was the idea of Nigel Gray, a member of the Players for about 

five years. What an idea!! 

The Grand Finale was the culmination of months of auditions and planning to 

bring together the best of local talent in a glamorous setting for a wonderful 

evening of entertainment. 

What a fantastic event it turned out to be, living up to it’s name with 10 very 

talented acts.  

And now for THE RESULTS……….drum roll please! 

FIRST PLACE:  

MAX ALEXANDER, a superb acoustic guitarist 

from Wraysbury who had the crowd clapping and 

swaying to his brilliant own music. Here he is 

being awarded the First Place Trophy and prize by 

John "Ginge" Dewhurst, judge of WGT and winner 

of Windsor's Got Talent.  

   CONGRATULATIONS MAX !!  
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SECOND PLACE:  

MEHARPAL SINGH, a young 

Punjabi Folk Dancer who gave 

everything to his performance: 

fantastic costume, breathtaking 

stamina and a beat that took 

you directly to the heart of 

India. What a young talent! 

Awarded by Bunty Bailey, our 

professional dance expert from 

Hot Gossip, Meharpal truly deserved his award.  

THIRD PLACE:  

WENDY KESSACK, a modest lady and a member of 

Egham Choral Society, she once sang at Diana Dors' 

funeral in front of vocal Glitterati such as Dame Shirley 

Bassey and was invited to sing a 

solo in the prestigious Cologne 

Cathedral. At the Grande Finale, 

she gave a truly inspiring rendition 

of the operatic version of 

“Summertime” and raised the roof 

with her last (very high!) note. 

Goosebumps! Awarded by our own Lynn Holden, the 

Director of our next Panto, what an honour to hear her 

voice in our own Village Halls.  

And now...................the equally amazing runners up...... 
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Okay, so here are all the other acts who performed. ALL of them worked really 

hard to prepare and practice their talent: 

Resolution Warriors: teenage dancers & cheerleaders who terrified and 

amazed us at the same time with their acrobatics. 

Daniel Liu: our youngest act played a beautiful violin piece that simply melted 

our hearts. 

Jimmy Two Drinks: soooo funny as a performer on his last legs but actually a 

brilliant pianist. 
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Graham Sinclair: a published poet with a moving message, he practiced 

every single morning so that it touched our hearts. 

Nigel Gray: new to playing in public, he showed us his love of music and was 

self-taught during lockdown. 

Anoop Sira: a multi-talented musician and singer gave us a heart-felt 

rendition of Elton John's "Border Song" with an electric guitar. 

Resolution Unity: young dancers who wowed us with their daring and 

mutual trust. 

 

That's it folks.........you’ll have to wait until next year for another round of local 

talent - if it's half as good, it'll be amazing. 

Thanks to all who took part and also to David White for the photos. 
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A fun event on the Thames, hosted by Wraysbury Dragons at Wraysbury Skiff & Punting Club (WSPC) 

 on Sunday, September 12, 2021 

Fun Racing 

Race over 5km with a turn 

A distance race of 5km upstream, along the Thames 
to the turn buoy and back to the club house. Along 
the riverbanks, everyone enjoyed the day. 

Sprinting 150m 

The day concluded with relay sprints, skiffs going 
upstream and dragon boats going downstream 
towards the clubhouse. 

1. Plasticine  modelling 

Creating dragon models 

Keeping an Eye on the Three Off-Water Competitions 

2. Quiz: 125 general  

knowledge questions 

3. Giant Jenga: Outdoor 

Jenga for the paddlers 
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            5KM Race Results 

1st - Wraysbury Dragons  24:07  
2nd - Hurricanes    25:47  
3rd - Typhoon     26:54  
4th - Thames     27:26  
5th - Kingston Royals   27:35  
6th - Skiff Kingfishers   29:50  
7th - Skiff Cormorants   32:47  
8th - Skiff Herons   34:48  

On top of that -  

Thanks for the perfect weather and the participants below (names in no particular order) 

Kingston Royals Dragon Boat Club 

Hurricanes Dragon Boat Club 

Typhoon Dragon Boat Club 

Thames Dragon Boat Club 

Wraysbury Dragons 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
“Thank you Wraysbury Dragons for a brilliant fun-filled Sunday, racing on the Thames”  
- Hurricanes Dragon Boat Club 
“Absolutely fantastic day paddling over in posh West London”, “Thanks to Wraysbury Dragons for 
organising a great event.” - Thames Dragon Boat Club 
“Thanks Wraysbury Dragons for hosting a great event yesterday. Racing, Jenga & a quiz. We had lots 
of fun on and off the water.”- Kingston Royals Dragon Boat Club 
“Thank you Ian, for organising a great event… Everyone I spoke to really enjoyed the day and the 
format...” - Paul, Wraysbury Dragons 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If this madcap action sounds like your sort of sport, come and join us !! 
New members are always welcome  

River training is on Sundays 10am & Thursdays 7pm 
We train at Wraysbury Skiff & Punting Club, Runnymede Recreation Ground,  

off the A308 Windsor Road 
Search online or Facebook for “Wraysbury Dragons” or “Wraysbury Dragon Boat Club” 

or take-a-peek at our website www.wraysburyskiffandpuntingclub.com 
 

written by Rosa Aloha, Wraysbury Dragons 

http://www.wraysburyskiffandpuntingclub.com
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 WRAYSBURY WINE AND SOCIAL CLUB 

 ALL SYSTEMS GO! 

The Wine Circle held its first post-lockdown monthly meeting on Tuesday 3rd August and 

it was wonderful to all be together again. October was our Ladies’ Night with the 

traditional ‘American Supper’ and it began to feel as if we’d never been away. October 

also saw our first dance in 18 months - ‘Cabaret Night’ with a trio of girl singers. 

Coming up, our New Year’s Eve celebration dance usually has a fancy dress theme (for 

those who enjoy dressing up, at least) and this year we have chosen ‘rainbow colours’ 

to show our continuing support for the NHS in these Covid times. In February 2022, we 

have an ABBA tribute group booked which should be a great evening of dancing and 

sing-a-long (this was postponed from February 2021). There will be a big night in April 

and a Bee Gees tribute group in October. 

Our monthly meetings take place on the first Tuesday of each month at 8pm in the 

Village Halls; we have some excellent speakers, food and wine tastings and 

entertainment. Highlights will include a Spanish night with paella and sangria in March, 

a Cockney night in May, soap star Jim Wheeler, a wildlife photographer and a Night of 

Chance. The programme of wine competitions (in January, February, June and October, 

including the three legs of Wine Maker of the Year) has obviously been suspended 

during the pandemic but hopefully we will get it up and running again next year. 

*WHY NOT JOIN THE WRAYSBURY WINE AND SOCIAL CLUB* 

 (Brewing skills NOT compulsory) 

As you can see from the above there is always something interesting at our meetings 

and you could be a part of this for only £10 a year. Just come along to the Village Halls 

on the first Tuesday of the month, before our 8pm start time and make yourself 

known to our Chairman, Ray Alletson or myself, Christine Morgan (Secretary); you will 

be most welcome.  

If you are interested in wine making we have many members willing to give you advice 

and encouragement. There are competitions throughout the year and a chance to 

become Wine Maker of the Year! 

 
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER TO ATTEND OUR DANCES! 

Just ring Sheila Wareham on 01753 841132 for tickets 

  Christine Morgan (Sec) 01784 482175 or mccwnews@hotmail.co.uk  

Christine Morgan 

mailto:mccwnews@hotmail.co.uk
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AROMATHERAPY & STRESS MANAGEMENT 

***************************************************
WHAT IS STRESS? 

Stress, now considered a normal part of life, can be a positive 
experience, creating a buzz of excitement, concentration or increased 
energy, clarity of thought, self-esteem, confidence, rational thought, 
happiness and contentment. 

More often, however, the term is used to describe negative emotions 
or feelings of anxiety or tension in overwhelming situations.  This 
negative stress occurs when there is a mismatch between the way we 
perceive both the demands placed upon us and our ability to cope 
with them.  The difference between how we view the demands and 
how we think we can cope determines the level of stress we 
experience. 

HOW AROMATHERAPY CAN HELP 

Studies have shown that aromatherapy can be helpful in stress 
management and prevention.  It can help stimulate the immune 
system, avoiding that run-down feeling which can leave a person 
more vulnerable to viral or bacterial infections.  A more balanced 
lifestyle can be encouraged with the correct use of essential oils.  A 
balanced state of mind promotes vitality and enhances the ability to 
cope with potential difficult situations e.g. business meetings, 
presentations, visiting dentists, job insecurity and mental exhaustion. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 

Call Roma Therapies on 01784 483185 or 07940 756585 or 

email rosemary@romatherapies.co.uk. 

See also our website for other therapies - www.romatherapies.co.uk 

mailto:rosemary@romatherapies.co.uk
http://www.romatherapies.co.uk
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WRAYSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Yay, we have finally been on a day trip.  

In September, we visited Houghton Lodge 
Gardens near Stockbridge - re-arranged 
from 2020.  

The sun miraculously shone, particularly as 
the previous day it had not stopped raining. 
The gardens were autumnal but interesting 
and needless to say the lunch, wine and 
cream tea were well received. Actually, 
there were a number of members relaxing 
in the sunshine during the afternoon; could 
that be the effect of the wine? 

We now have everything arranged for 2022, which we hope to be a "normal" year. 

On Wednesday May 11th we have a trip to Leonardslee Gardens - noted for its outstanding 
collection of rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and magnolias. It has only recently re-
opened after a complete restoration. 

Wednesday July 6th sees a return to Penshurst Place for our annual picnic. Hopefully the 
weather will be kinder as on our last visit the wind blew and the rain came down. 

The final day visit will be on Wednesday October 12th, when we make a return visit to 
Exbury Gardens for the autumn colour - plus a ride on the steam train! Our last visit there 
was in October 2006 - how time flies. 

We do have vacancies on the two short breaks, which were originally scheduled for 2020. 

In June, we have four nights away visiting 
Chatsworth House and gardens and the Derbyshire 
High Peaks and on Sunday 25th September we 
have arranged a four night trip to the Isle of Man, 
visiting many of the popular tourist spots. 

We are holding deposits from members who 
wished to go on both or either of these trips and 
we will be contacting them shortly to see if they 
still wish to travel. 

If any of these trips interest you, please contact Ray & Pam on 01784 482545 or 
email alletson@aol.com. 

In the meantime, have a brilliant Christmas and we look forward to a healthy and almost 
normal 2022 . 

Pam & Ray Alletson  

Houghton Lodge Gardens 

Chatsworth House 

mailto:alletson@aol.com
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Wraysbury Country Music Club 
  
 
 

Wraysbury Country Music Club is one of the oldest clubs in our community. It has been 
successfully run under the long term stewardship of Joy & Frank Burry who have done an 
outstanding job in providing a live music, catered monthly event. The club has over 180 
members, but there is always room for a few more! 

Moving into a new chapter for the Wraysbury Country Music Club, the Swan Radio team 
have been entrusted to continue running the club and events and to build on the long and 
successful traditions of the club. With the guiding help of Joy and Frank, Swan Radio 
promoted the first event of the year on the 3rd of September `21. The band for this evening 
was Long Shot (featuring Glynn Long) who played a great selection and the dance floor 
was rarely empty. The food, refreshments and raffle made the evening a real success. The 
feedback from the members was overwhelmingly positive.  

Hoping that this first event wasn’t just beginners’ luck, the Swan Radio team ran the 
second event of the year on the 2nd October. We were delighted to see the loyal support of 
the membership turn out again for this event. The band for the night, Texas Gun played 
three sets which kept the dance floor busy all night and was a great success.  

What struck all of us from Swan Radio, as we had never attended the club before, was the 
friendly and convivial atmosphere created by the members - it is a very special place to 
spend a Friday night each month.  

Going forward, we would welcome new guests and members to the club. Monthly events 
are held normally on the first Friday of each month. Tickets for each event can be 
purchased by post or now via the Swan Radio web site, where you can also select your 
meal preference/seating for the night.    

With a full calendar of monthly events planned for 2022, why not come along? Whether 
you are on your own or with someone, you will be given a warm welcome. One thing that 
lockdown has reminded us all, is to seize the opportunity to go out and enjoy yourself! The 
country music club will hopefully bring back some of the enjoyment, entertainment and 
camaraderie we have all missed. 

If you would like to find out more about coming along, feel free to contact myself or any 
member of the Swan Radio team.  

With best wishes for the new year, 
 

Colin Bolton 
 
Colin@swan-radio.co.uk  
Tel: 07951 671123 
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MAGNA CARTA BOOK CLUB 

Magna Carta Book Club usually meets on the first Tuesday of the month, taking it in turns 

to meet in members’ homes. We have a glass of wine or a coffee and in some cases cake 

too (one must keep up standards!)  

Every month, we vary book genres by taking suggestions from the different members each 

time. We have no barriers to the types of book and thoroughly enjoy the discussion they 

provoke. There’s no obligation to read every book but we still enjoy the company. 

Here is a selection of our favourites from the books we’ve recently read: 

The Bigamist by Mary Turner Thomson . This one prompted a deep 

discussion about the way a woman can be taken in so deeply and for so 

long by a manipulative, sociopathic bigamist. How did she not realise? 

Why didn’t she try harder to investigate? It became so incredible that 

you can’t believe he gets away with it, until you realise that this is a 

TRUE story about a perfectly rational, intelligent woman. Terrifyingly 

feasible….a great read and very thought provoking. 

 

A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry.  A harrowingly honest depiction of 

India’s different caste societies after Partition. Woven through the horror 

of daily life is a web of lives that become interconnected and, in the end, 

find common ground in humanity. Beautifully written and heart warming, 

but be warned………. 

 

Queenie Malone’s Paradise Hotel by Ruth Hogan. Tilly is a 

bright, outgoing little girl who likes playing with ghosts and 

matches. She loves fizzy drinks, swear words, fish fingers and 

Catholic churches, but most of all she loves living in Brighton 

in Queenie Malone's magnificent Paradise Hotel with its 

endearing and loving family of misfits. But Tilly's childhood is 

shattered when her mother sends her away to boarding 

school with no warning. A book about understanding and 

forgiveness. Beautiful………..we loved it. 
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MAGNA CARTA BOOK CLUB (cont…) 

This September, we had our first “outing” for a while. Inspired by a BBC story about the 

oldest bookshop in the UK, we had a trip to Petersfield, which was wonderful. It involved a 

few hours browsing the most amazing, dusty tomes, lunch in a bistro garden surrounded 

by rosemary and lavender and the obligatory tea and cakes of course! 

Stay safe and keep reading  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Book Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Browsing 

Refreshments! 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

from Janet Pugh 

It has been great to see the Container Library back in action this last 6 months or so. As 
ever, it is well used. 

The Library Transformation Project, that was out for feedback earlier this year, proposed 
withdrawing the Container Library service. The Wraysbury Parish Council have been 
proactive in keeping this resource available to the community. They are working with the 
Borough to permanently site the Container here in Wraysbury – hopefully with a few 
extra hours of opening.  

Unfortunately, the Transformation Project also proposed withdrawing the Mobile Library 
that served Horton, but to be fair, the Mobile vehicle is getting to the end of its life. 

In its place is the transformed Select and Deliver/Home Library service. Readers can 
reserve their library books and have them picked by staff and brought to their doorstep 
by dedicated and friendly local library volunteers. Volunteers will collect/return the 
prepared book bags from/to the closest/most convenient static library. 

You will be able to:- 

• Reserve titles online or by email 

• Let the Library know what you enjoy reading and they will select books for you 

• Be matched with a volunteer who will deliver books to your doorstep and collect 
any returns 

• Give the volunteer feedback on the books, what you would like more or less of, 
particular authors etc. or contact the Select and Delivery/Home Library staff 

• Get deliveries every 3 weeks or once a month 

If you want to help with this delivery service – see below; 
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Egham Choral  

 A Traditional Choir – Founded 1953 
 
 
 
 

 

Egham Choral is a friendly and busy traditional choral society. There are several 

Wraysbury residents who sing in the choir across all voice parts.  

“We ain’t going to sing on Zoom no more!” Many choir members attended a workshop 

over the summer period and this song, arranged by one of our talented musicians 

(Instagram: JohnnyKilhamsMusic), has set the agenda for the last few months! 

Our exciting LIVE Christmas Concert will be on Wednesday 8th December at St John’s 

Church, Egham accompanied by Egham Brass Band. See our newly refreshed website 

www.eghamchoral.org for ticket availability. 

Why not join us for 2022? We have a busy concert programme, social evenings and 

theatre and concert outings to enjoy. There are no auditions to worry about and 

someone in each voice part is designated to welcome you and look after you through 

your first weeks with us. There will be a FREE Open Rehearsal in January; do come 

along and raise your voice. It is fantastic therapy!    

We rehearse on Monday evenings from 7:30pm to 9:30pm – broadly following school 

terms. The rehearsal venue is the United Church of Egham (UCE), High Street, 

Egham. UCE is COVID secure with socially 

distanced seating, a hygiene station to use 

on entry and a strict cleaning regime 

between different users. UCE is an 

accessible venue with a ramp and wide 

doors. There is plenty of parking nearby 

(free in the evenings).  

 

Contact our chairman at chairman@eghamchoral.org for more details. 

Lynn Moran  

(Member since 1982, proving it is a great place to sing!)  

http://www.eghamchoral.org
http://www.united-church-of-egham.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@eghamchoral.org
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THE WRAYSBURY JAZZ CLUB 

Well, here we are, up and running! We had 

our first concert on 10th August with the Dart 

Valley Stompers and Jeremy and his band 

gave us a wonderful evening. We had a good 

audience who were so pleased to be 

enjoying live music again. We have also 

enjoyed a  great line up for the rest of the 

year, including in October, Richard Leach and 

his 7 Stars of Jazz and Savannah Jazz in 

November. Also in November, we started 

“Jazz on the Side” and who better to begin the 

new series than Tom ‘Spats’ Langham? He really 

is a big favourite at our club, not only because he 

is so talented but also because he is one of the 

nicest guys on the jazz scene. The group is Hot 

Fingers and between the three of them, they 

play nine instruments, all beautifully. In addition, 

lovely vocalist Emily Campbell sang some well-

loved jazz favourites. These one-off events are 

open to non-members. 

 

For our Christmas concert, we welcome the very popular Kevin Grenfell’s Jazz Giants. Of 

course, December is always a special one and this year is no exception!  

Naturally, members have not been asked to renew their membership since January 2020 

but that will change for 2022. We are a members-only club but you can give us a try 

without joining. So, why don’t you? Wraysbury Jazz Club is one of the few places you can 

hear live bands performing in our village. These bands are manned by true professional 

musicians and it is a treat to listen to them. 

Please give me a call or send an email if you’d like to join or have any questions. 

We hope you enjoy a Merry Christmas and that 2022 is all you hope it will be.  

Keep music live, 

Rosemary Smith, Secretary  
01784 483452 / 07460 276972 or micro500@btinternet.com 

Dart Valley Stompers 

Kevin Grenfell's Jazz Giants 
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The Perseverance 
 

“A Proper Village Pub!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cask Marque & The Good Beer Guide Accredited 
 

Freshly Prepared, Home Cooked Food Served Daily 
 

Beautiful Beer Garden with Wood Fired Pizza Oven and BBQ 
 

Beer, Cider & Gin Festivals 
 

Available for Functions and Club / Society Meetings 
 

Buskers Night 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 8:30pm 
T’ Ukulele Tuesday Last Tuesday of the Month  

Steak Night Wednesday from 5pm 
Quiz Night Thursday from 9pm 

Live Music Every Sunday from 4pm 
 

2 High Street, 
Wraysbury, TW19 5DB 

 

01784 482375 
 

www.facebook.com/ThePercyWraysbury 
 

www.ThePercy.co.uk 
 

http://www.ThePercy.co.uk
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Champney Hall, Horton 

Champney Hall in Horton is available to rent for children's birthday parties, baby showers, 

family parties etc. and also for meetings.   

Please contact Sam on 07917 684040 for prices and availability — there are reduced prices 

for Horton residents. 

We can also now offer the main hall for occasional or regular bookings during the day on 

weekdays as well as weekends; yoga, dance, drumming . . .  if you need a local hall, get in 

touch to discuss your ideas with us. 

Champney Hall Management Committee are 

looking for new volunteer members – are you 

interested? We meet five or six times a year - to 

check the finances, ensure that all statutory 

inspections are up-to-date, to see if any repairs 

need doing and to discuss how we can improve 

this facility for the good of the residents.  

If you think you could help with any of these 

responsibilities, or could be another body to help 

us make decisions, or let the occasional 

contractor in, we would love to hear from you.  

Please email ChampneyHall@gmail.com or call on 07957 588277 to find out more.  

P.S. If you are looking for a new job, volunteering in your community will look great on 

your CV!!!   

mailto:ChampneyHall@gmail.com
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FROM THE WRAYSBURY ARCHIVES 
By Janet Pugh 

 
Covid19 has been a significant period for the village, marked by outstanding contributions 
from many individuals and organisations. There has been Sammi the Snake, volunteering, 
support for vulnerable residents and clapping for essential workers, for instance.  Many of 
these events have been recorded in social media but not passed on to the archive. Whilst 
items can be extracted from social media, they do not result in quality images. So please 
will you forward any pictures and reminiscences you are willing to share to 
wraysbury.archive@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk or pop into the Village Halls on a 
Thursday morning 10:30 to noon where we can scan pictures and documents into our 
“work in progress” digital archive. There is currently an index accessible through 
www.wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk. This will keep the information for future generations. 
 

 Remember, our present is the future’s history 
 

To celebrate the opening of the Wraysbury Hub and the forthcoming Jubilee, here are two 
articles reproduced from the Wraysbury Silver Jubilee celebratory programme in 1977. 
These are difficult to reproduce to a quality that is easy to read so a transcript appears 
after each article. 

First a short history of what is now the Wraysbury Hub: 

mailto:wraysbury.archive@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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In 1826 William Thomas Buckland returned to the farm in Wraysbury where he was born in 
1798. He had become a member of the Baptist denomination at Hammersmith. Wraysbury 
village was described in a clerical edict at that time as “A depraved village which for 
profanation of the Sabbath by many of its inhabitants was scarcely to be equalled in 
England. There was in the village an extensive copper manufactory, which although shut for 
three successive days during the races in the neighbourhood was in full operation nearly 
every Sabbath in the year, and a considerable number of men were employed in it whose 
habits as may be expected were very abandoned and whose influences were very 
pernicious…..”. 

Seeing the dark state of the village W. T. Buckland was inspired by the Holy Spirit to act for 
the glory of God and the good of men’s souls. On the 1st May, 1826, he rented two cottages 
in one unit with the intention of starting a Sunday school. A preaching room was prepared 
and on the 20th May the officiating minister from Poyle conducted the first prayer meeting 
in the afternoon. An attendance of 100 proved the facilities inadequate. The cottages 
underwent alteration so that more room was available. In September 1826, evening 
meetings also began, taken every alternate Sunday by a minister from Staines. 

The work was blessed from the start – the meetings flourished. In December 1827 the first 
collection was taken - £1 17s. 11d. 

In March 1828 W. T. Buckland achieved his original intention by superintending a Sunday 
school to which over 60 children first attended, only 25 of whom had any educational 
instruction. 

With the increase of meetings on Sunday and through the week it became imperative to 
build a proper meeting place. Early in 1830 part of a local carpenter’s land was purchased 
for £45 and in June of that year construction of a chapel began. By September the chapel 
was built, accommodating 200 people comfortably at a total cost of £200, including the 
land. During the months of construction W. T. Buckland arranged open air meetings on the 
site, conducting a full service himself on 28th June. 

Providence chapel was opened on 23rd September 1830 and continued from then to be 
blessed by our Lord.  

By 1861 the chapel was inadequate. A gift of £100 by James Doulton, a good friend who 
later became a member, started the proceedings for a new chapel and schoolroom, which 
was built in 1862: total cost £750. Much of the facings and tiles were supplied from the 
Doulton china clay works and are still there today. It is recorded that Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, 
the father of the Baptist Union in England, preached the anniversary sermon in 1863. In 
1868 the chapel was formed as the Baptist Church. W. T. Buckland was officially appointed 
as Pastor and eleven of the members, recorded by law as dissenters from the Church of 
England, became trustees. 

On 1st November 1870, Pastor W. T. Buckland was called to higher service. His material 
work in Wraysbury still continued its history. 

To mark the jubilee celebrations in 1880 a tower was added to the church built by Virgo 
Buckland, son of the late Pastor. The clock was supplied by Thwaites & Reed and the bell by 
J. Warner & Jones, both of London. A 5 x 3 foot terracotta panel by George Tinsworth, 
eminent Victorian sculptor, was fitted above the lintel of the main door, thus completing 
the unique and beautiful village sanctuary we have today.      Cont…… 
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Additions. alterations, renovations and repairs have taken place over the years. Gifts like 
the pulpit behind the baptismal font in 1896, other internal furnishings, the addition of 
Ringwood Hall at the back of the church in 1956. A vestry, kitchen and toilet, water supply, 
and various kinds of heating are all part of the history of the church building. The credit to a 
gradually reducing fellowship is that never was help required from any denominational 
funds. 

The church is the people and there are five minute books recording the history of pastors 
and those received into fellowship by baptism since 1830. At present the fellowship stands 
at thirteen. By God’s grace the doors are still open twice for worship every Sunday and on 
Wednesdays, although we have been without a pastor for the past eighteen months. God’s 
work is not yet complete in Wraysbury Baptist Church. 

Ian Service (Secretary) 1977 

And now Wraysbury in the Silver Jubilee year: 

My daughter was two at the time of the Coronation. I remember taking her outside to play 
on the swing because she had become a little tired of watching – not surprisingly for one of 
such tender years. We were seeing it on television at the house of some friends – one of the 
few sets in the village then. (How’s that for a change to start with!) Now her own youngest 
son is two. A generation has indeed gone by. 

What of the happenings, what of the character of our village these 25 years? To catalogue 
all the many changes would make ponderous and dull reading: but a few significant ones 
stand out. 
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In the aftermath of a well-remembered event in 1947 came another flood: that of building 
and yet more building in our area. Open spaces inevitably have gone – and woods and fields. 
Manor Farm, in the centre of the village and with its continuation of life from Medieval days, 
has broken up: other arms have gone too. A small pond and copse where I remember 
hearing the nightingales is now the depository of cars, dented and deserted. But the Village 
Green, its fairs and its cricket, have been preserved: the Church and churchyard (where ‘the 
rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep’) still stand in their sylvan setting. 

Gravel pits have come – and, with them, the Canada geese which must, perforce, share our 
air with the aircraft that have steadily increased in number and noise since those earlier 
days. Remember how, successively, we have rushed out-of-doors to gaze skywards at 
Comet, Jumbo and now, Concorde? 

The elms have gone. So have Sunday buses. The Village Hall has come into being. We have 
street-lighting. We survived the Great Freeze. We entered the Royal Borough and the Queen 
paid us a visit. Our centuries-old Buckinghamshire parish is now part of Berkshire. 

‘The old order changeth, 
Yielding place to new…..’ 

We are now much too big to be a rural village: only a little that is rustic remains. The 
tentacles of the Big City have come our way and its asphaltic fingers have touched our 
territory. Suburbia has at least been limited. By river, by gravel-pits which have become 
protective lakes – and by the many people determined to preserve their village heritage. 

This accounts, perhaps, for the character of Wraysbury – something difficult to put into 
words, to capture its substance, its ethos, its true essence. 

In some ways it has been able to absorb its growth. Perhaps unlovely at first sight, it has its 
hidden beauties, for the searching out, and it is populated by an amazing collection of 
diverse and talented people – in the widest sense of these words. 

We are a surprisingly self-contained unit: astonishingly so for a place only 20 minutes or 18 
miles from the centre of London. There is a multiplicity of activities: our community is indeed 
blessed in having so many who are not self-centred and who give so much of themselves in 
running and supporting our rich haul of flourishing and vibrant organisations and societies – 
often enough credit is not given to them. 

Of course there is argument and gossip and in-fighting – but most hatchets are buried….. 
The surface is often choppy – but there is an under-current and a ground-swell of goodwill. 

This goodwill has remained at the core and heart of the village, along with a warmth – and 
a friendliness that impresses outsiders. 

We are aware of ourselves as an entity, as a community; people mean something to people; 
we have a pervading and deep-rooted sense of identity. We have, I think, some right values. 

May this spirit be unchanging this next quarter-of-a-century. 

Douglas Evans 1977 
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Wraysbury Village Club was founded in 1884 and is located in the heart of the village. 

 

The club exists for the benefit of its members and is registered Friendly Society with 

affiliation to the Club and Institution Union (CIU). 

Non-members are always welcome and can be signed in on entry by an existing 

member. Membership application is encouraged and blank application forms can be 

obtained from the bar staff or from a member of the committee.  

You are always guaranteed a friendly welcome from the Steward and his cheerful bar 

team. The club has an extensively stocked bar, with a host of lagers, ales, ciders and 

spirits, all at fantastically low prices. 

There is a full range of free entertainment on offer, including live music, great show 

bands, tribute acts, theme nights, discos, race nights, bingo and a meat /wine raffle and 

open the box (jackpot regularly hits £1000) every Sunday. 

Every Wednesday there is an open mic night, where a variety of artists perform a wide 

selection of music. 

August is the famous beer and gin festival taking place over the Bank Holiday weekend. 

There are two full sized snooker tables within the club, together with a separate sports 

bar, which shows all major sporting events including a large screen within the main bar. 

The kitchen is open on Saturday mornings from 10am for breakfast and good quality 

home cooked food is available Wednesday - Friday, with daily specials. 

There is a lovely maintained garden for members and guests to enjoy, including families 

with young children. 

The club has an active management committee who are committed to ensure the club 

and its facilities are maintained to the highest standards. 

 

PLEASE SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR IMPORTANT UPDATES AND INFORMATION  
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WRAYSBURY & HORTON AGE CONCERN 

In August this year, we took over from Pam and Dennis Gabriel who have 
been running Age Concern for many years. I would like to say a big thank 
you to them from everyone involved and wish them well. 

Sadly, we have lost a few of our members in the last year and we would like to pass on 
our condolences to their families. 

Jackie and I are keen to introduce new ideas for our members, which we hope will give 
them lots of laughs. So far, we have had a tasting session with drinks and crisps. 
Pumpkins, one of our local pre-schools, popped in for an impromptu visit to say hello. 

We had a lovely time talking to the children.  

We also had a sing-along one morning, which was wonderful but 
whatever other activity there is, we always make time for the weekly 
game of Bingo! Also, we have updated the monthly raffle with a theme 
such as chocolate, toiletries, sweets and drinks. 

In September, fourteen of our members had an outing to Squire’s Garden Centre for 
lunch.  It was brilliant seeing and hearing them have such a great time and being out 
with friends and a celebratory glass of wine was even had by some. 

There are always opportunities to volunteer, as well as helping us 
with transport on the bus. We would also like to invite local people in 
to talk to our members - it is informal and friendly so please come 
along and share your interests with us. To find out more, come along to the Wraysbury 
Village Halls any Thursday morning between 10:00 and 12:00 or you can contact Mrs 
Elderfield on 01784 482864. 

Barbara Hearne & Jackie Keynes 
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S.D. WHITING & Co. 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

 

Specialists in all types of taxation work including Income Tax, V.A.T., 

Corporation Tax and P.A.Y.E 

 

Willing to discuss all fees before embarking on any assignments. 

 

Capable of providing the required service to all large and small businesses. 

 

76 Ouseley Road, Wraysbury Tel: 01784 483872 

57 Church Street, Staines Tel: 01784 455405 
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 MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT  

 
I am pleased to say that after nearly two years, we have been able to resume fundraising 
for Macmillan in Wraysbury. We have held two fundraising events, a small bric-a-brac stall 
at St. Andrews Grange Garden Party and the WORLDS BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING. 
Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have held a successful Christmas Bazaar. More 
news on that in the next edition of Wraysbury and Horton News. 

Our WORLDS BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING was held at Wraysbury Village Halls and despite 
many people still a little cautious of mixing indoors, it was well attended. Thanks to the 
football parents and children who boosted our numbers and were happy to support us. 

Alice spent hours baking a variety of delicious cakes from plum and almond cake to 
chocolate and cola cupcakes! Faye's gluten free Victoria sponge and enormous carrot cake 
were a great success, as were Mellanie's scones and Barbara's coffee and walnut cake 
which sold in minutes. Thank you to everyone who donated cakes, jams, chutneys, fudge 
and more! Wraysbury and Horton obviously love their cake as we completely sold out! 

There was great support for our raffle, with prizes donated by The Frost Partnership,  
Wraysbury, a lovely hamper from Wraysbury Co-Op and pretty flowering plants from 
Pennyfields. Thank you to all who generously donated prizes. WN Freight, Colnbrook and 
Lisa Mills Richards donated enough coffee, tea and sugar for many coffee mornings to 
come, thank you Lisa. Thank you also for your generous cake and raffle donations. 

These events would not happen without our team of helpers: 

• Anne and Charlie serving teas and coffees and washing up.  

• Emily and my granddaughters Rose and Ellie (Daisy was on a Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition so had a good excuse) helping with setting up, cake serving and many 
other tasks including the most important - clearing up!  

• Our marvellous front of house team: Audrey, Lesley and Jim, what would we do 
without them?  

• Jackie and Mark who are always happy to go above and beyond their duties as 
Wraysbury Village Halls managers. 

Thank you everyone for your generous support. I was able to donate £1004 to MACMILLAN 
CANCER SUPPORT on your behalf. Well done Wraysbury and Horton.  

Cancer affects not just the patient but family and friends as well. Macmillan are there to 
support us all. A friend recently said to me  "Macmillan nurses have angel wings under their 
uniforms....” 

Thank you Wraysbury, Horton, friends and family for your continued support. Our next 
fundraiser is the MACMILLAN SPRING FAIR, dates to be announced. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy, 
safe and healthy 2022. 

Debbie Larcombe  
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Are you struggling to cope? 

If you need someone to talk to we will listen, we won’t 

judge and we won’t tell you what to do. 

You can call 116 123 free any time, any day or you can 

email   jo@samaritans.org 

Look on our website www.samaritans.org 

mailto:jo@samaritans.org
http://www.samaritans.org
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Registered Charity No.: 1065060 

Now that Covid restrictions have been relaxed and our volunteers and foster homes have 
been vaccinated, we are operating as near normal as possible while still taking sensible 
precautions. We are doing in-person home visits again and our foster homes are allowing 
people to meet cats and kittens available for adoption. 

We’ve been delayed by the difficulty of organising vet appointments. A large number of 
vets have returned to their country of origin and that has caused a shortage. 

We never let a kitten go without having given at least a first vaccination and its microchip. 
Some neutering was delayed but it’s becoming easier, although we do know some vets 
aren’t currently taking on new patients. 

We would have expected the number of pregnant cats or those with very young kittens to 
slow down at this time of the year but if anything, there are more than usual. We are also 
seeing an increase in the number of people wanting to relinquish cats. Part of this may be 
that some of the larger well-known charities are still not working as they were before the 
Covid pandemic and that is putting a strain on some of the smaller charities. 

Our ongoing relationships with one of the Sainsbury supermarkets and Pets at Home 

stores have been invaluable, not only for donated food, but also vouchers, which we can 

spend in Pets at Home for food or necessary equipment. We are very grateful for this help 

as we probably won’t be able to start any fundraising events until next year.  

Despite the difficulties we’ve all been through, we have adapted and been able to ensure 

our cats and kittens have gone to good homes even though the process has taken longer 

than normal. 

We can be contacted by telephone on 020 8560 5443 or by email at cats@haws-

animals.org.uk (preferred method). For more information on our charity and ways you 

can assist or donate please have a look at our website www.haws-animals.org.uk 

We are always in desperate need of donations whether it be financial or food, so if you 

are able to or help in any way, however small, please contact Nicola Harrington-Gray on 

the number above. 

Hounslow Animal Welfare Society has its roots in West London and our Wraysbury 
contact is Nicola Harrington-Gray on 07902 046490. 

mailto:cats@haws-animals.org.uk
mailto:cats@haws-animals.org.uk
http://www.haws-animals.org.uk
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http://www.AutocareWraysbury.co.uk
mailto:Office@AutocareWraysbury.co.uk
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QUIZ ANSWERS……... 
1. “What’s My Line” 

2. Michael Miles 

3. “Sale of the Century” as a contestant in 1989 

4. Gordon Burns 

5. “Countdown” 

6. £1000 

7. Chris Tarrant 

8. Four 

9. David Dimbleby 

10. Robert Robinson 

11. Toronto 

12. Jamie, born in February 1986, Andy was born May 1987 

13. Optimum number is between 300 and 500 

14. Barry McGuigan 

15. Scrabble 

16. 2000, when Italy joined 

17. “Hey Jude” 

18. Amen Corner 

19. 1964 

20. Saturn 
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USEFUL TRAVEL INFORMATION 

TRANSPORT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Heathrow Airport    0844 335 1801  heathrow.com 

NB. From November 1st 2021 a terminal drop-off fee of £5 is payable at Heathrow. This 

is charged via ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) and must be paid online in 

advance or by midnight the following day. Free drop-offs are available at the Long Stay 

terminal car parks. 

Gatwick Airport    0344 892 0322  gatwickairport.com 

Stansted Airport    0808 169 7031  stanstedairport.com 

Luton Airport     01582 405100  london-luton.co.uk 

London City Airport   020 7646 0000   londoncityairport.com 

Public Transport Information 0871 200 2233  traveline.info 

National Rail Enquiries   03457 484950  nationalrail.co.uk 

Eurostar      03432 186186  eurostar.com 

Transport for London – TfL  0343 222 1234  tfl.gov.uk 

TfL Congestion Charge   0343 222 2222 

Train Times 

Please check up to date timetables on southwesternrailway.com or call 0345 6000 650 

Please note that when buses replace trains the bus stop for Wraysbury is at 

Old School Court and NOT Wraysbury Station. 

Bear Buses 305 

Staines to Poyle via Wraysbury & Horton 

For full timetables go to bustimes.org/operators/bear-buses  

Telephone: 0208 867 0617 

Courtney Bus Services 2, 10, 10S & 11  

Windsor, Datchet, Wraysbury & Horton to / from Heathrow T5 

With effect from April 2021 these services have been withdrawn. 

http://www.bustimes.org/operators/bear-buses
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CHURCHES INFORMATION 
Church Position Name Contact 

St. Andrew’s, Wraysbury 

  

Email: Benta Hickley 
secretary.hortonandwraysbury 

@gmail.com 

 

 

Website: 
standrewswraysbury.co.uk 

VICAR Rev. Colin Gibson 01784 481258 

PCC Secretary Benta Hickley  

Parish Secretary / 
Admin Benta Hickley 

Warden Tony Hermes 01784 391417 

Parish Evangelist Mike Miller 01784 558972 

Bell Ringers Roger Lewiston 07973 725682 

Choir / Organist David Gamble 07929 441994 

Annexe Bookings Lesley West 07930 362403 

Friends of St.  
Andrew’s Secretary: Mary Townend 01784 483845 

Little Lambs Becky Webb 07843 386585 

Bereavement Support 
Co-ordinator: 

Vicar Colin 01784 481258 

St. Michael’s,  

Horton 

Email: Benta Hickley 
secretary.hortonandwraysbury 

@gmail.com 

Website: 

stmichaels-horton.org 

VICAR Rev. Colin Gibson 01784 481258 

Warden 
Carolyn Wheeler 

John Blackman 

01753 682918 

01753 545643 

Parish Secretary / 
Admin Benta Hickley 

 

Organist Ian Harman 0208 894 6903 

Crafty Church Benta Hickley 07986 239269 

St. Augustine’s, Datchet 

Email: 
office@staugustines.org.uk    

Website: 
staugustines.org.uk 

FATHER 
Fr. Frank 
McAuliffe 

01753 917030 
07444 284751 

 

Wraysbury Contacts 

Barbara Williams 01784 483503 

Ros Nockles 01784 483001 

http://www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk
http://www.StMichaels-Horton.org
mailto:office@staugustines.org.uk
http://www.StAgustines.org.uk
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM) 

01628 683800 www.rbwm.gov.uk General Enquiries   

RBWM Out of Hours Emergencies (24 Hour Line) 01753 853517   

RBWM Borough Councillors for the Datchet, Horton & Wraysbury Ward 

Cllr.  David P. Cannon Cllr.  Ewan C.W. Larcombe Cllr.  Gary Muir 

cllr.cannon@RBWM.gov.uk cllr.larcombe@RBWM.gov.uk cllr.muir@RBWM.gov.uk 

07976 881831 01753 544302 07860 951906 

4 London Road 
Datchet 
SLOUGH 

67 Lawn Close 
Datchet 
SLOUGH 

26 Beaulieu Close 
Datchet 
SLOUGH 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Councils 

Wraysbury Parish Council (WPC) Horton Parish Council (HPC) 

www.wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk www.hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, normally at 19:30 in the  
Wraysbury Village Halls, The Green, Wraysbury, 
TW19 5NA 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, normally at 19:30 in Champney Hall, 
Stanwell Road, Horton, SL3 9PA 

Chair: 
Telephone: 

Mrs M Lenton 
01784 482001 

Chair: 
Telephone: 

Freda Bovingdon 
01753 682063 

Parish Clerk: Jane Clemance Parish  Clerk: Jayne Kennedy 

Email: info@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk Email: clerk@hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01784 482613 Telephone: 07957 588277      (Parish Mobile) 

Postal 
Address: 

Clerk to Wraysbury Parish Council 
℅ Acklam 
Hill View Road 
Wraysbury 
Staines-upon-Thames 
Middlesex TW19 5EQ 

Postal  

Address: 
Clerk to Horton Parish Council 
℅ Champney Hall 
Stanwell Road 
Horton 
SLOUGH 
Berkshire SL3 9PA 
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Organisation Name Tel. No. Website / Email 

AGE CONCERN Mrs Elderfield 01784 482864 ageuk.org.uk 

ANGELS PRE-SCHOOL Jane DeCecco 07944 848347 angelspreschool.co.uk 
info@angelspreschool.co.uk 

ART SOCIETY Sec. Lesley West 07930 362403 lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

BADMINTON CLUB Chair:Brian Holloway 01784 482419 brian@dhholloway.co.uk 

LADIES BADMINTON CLUB Kim 
Pam 

01784 482395 
01784 482545 

michael.stone.781 
@btinternet.com 

BOWLS CLUB Sec. Fred Parsons 01784 481490  wraysburybowlsclub.co.uk 
wraysburybowls@gmail.com 

BOWLS (SHORT MAT) Chair: Mike Stone 01784 458045 
07543 622461  

BRITISH DISABLED WATERSKI 
ASSOCIATION Heron Lake 01784 483664 bdwwa.org 

office@bdwsa.org 

CRICKET CLUB 
Sec. Tom Dibley 
Grounds: David 
Tooze 

07775 587633 
Pav: 01784 481134 

wraysbury.play-cricket.com 
wraysburycc@hotmail.co.uk 

DOWER’S  GYM Karen Shefras 07702 669396 dowersgym.com 
office@dowersgym.com 

DRAGON BOATS HURRICANES     hurricanes-dbc.com 
  

FAIR (Summer) Faye Bowerman 07788 975373 Fayejb1@outlook.com 

FOOTBALL CLUB Mark Foster 07788 413030 wraysburyfc.co.uk 
info@wraysburyfc.co.uk 

GIRLGUIDING 
Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides 

Giovanna Cochrane 07914 673278 giovanna.cochrane@btinternet.com 

HISTORY GROUP Tony Kimber 01784 483801 TonyKimber1@aol.com 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Pam & Ray Alletson 01784 482545 alletson@aol.com 

JAZZ CLUB Sec. Rosemary Smith 
Carole Mackie 

01784 483452 
0208 890 3324 

micro500@btinternet.com 
carole.mackie@tiscali.co.uk 
wraysburyjazzclub.com 

MAGNA CARTA BOOK CLUB Lesley West 07930 362403 lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

MEALS ON WHEELS Janet Crame 01784 483528 janet@thegardenhouse.uk.com 

NATIONAL TRUST Runnymede 01784 432891 nationaltrust.org.uk 
runnymede@nationaltrust.org.uk 

PUMPKINS PRE-SCHOOL Kellie Fairhall 07500 224115 pumpkinspreschoolwraysbury.wordpress.com 

SILVER WING SAILING CLUB 
Website 
General Enquiries 
Training Dept. 

 
silverwingsc.co.uk 
enquiry@silverwingsc.co.uk 
principal@silverwingsc.co.uk 

DIRECTORY OF CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS 
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Please help keep this information up to date 
Email: wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com  

SWAN RADIO   
swan-radio.co.uk 
studio@swan-radio.co.uk 

SWAN SUPPORT (Datchet) Wendy Hermon 01628 876336 
07968 868172 

swansupport.org.uk 
info@swansupport.org.uk 

SWAN SANCTUARY (Shepperton)   01932 240790 theswansanctuary.org.uk 

TANGO CLUB David & Marion 07830 336408  
tango-journey.com 
connect@tango-journey.com   

TENNIS CLUB Chair:  
Mike McLachlan   clubspark.lta.org.uk/wraysburyltc 

wraysburyltc@yahoo.co.uk 

THAMES HOSPICE   01753 842121 thameshospice.org.uk 

VILLAGE CLUB & INSTITUTE 
Pres. Alan Shillingford 
Treas. Alan Ferguson 
Sec. Steve Lewis 
Asst. Sec. Jason Martin 

Club: 01784 
482155 
Office: 01784 
481989 

wraysburyvillageclub.com 

VILLAGE HALLS 
Chair: Glyn Larcombe 
For Bookings call: 
Mark & Jackie 

01784 482254 
  
07838 220386 

wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk 

VILLAGE TRUST (250 CLUB) Marilyn Ferguson 01784 482198 wraysburyvillagetrust@btinternet.com 

WRAYSBURY WINE & SOCIAL 
CLUB (formerly Magna Carta 
Country Winemakers) 

Christine Morgan 01784 482175 mccwnews@hotmail.co.uk 

WRAYSBURY ARCHIVES Janet Pugh 01784 483803 wraysbury.archive@ 
wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WRAYSBURY DRAGONS Dave Sutton  
wraysburyskiffandpuntingclub.com 
/what-is-dragon-boating/ 

wspc@hotmail.co.uk 

WRAYSBURY COUNTRY 
MUSIC CLUB Colin Bolton 07951 671123 colin@swan-radio.co.uk 

WRAYSBURY CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE Mark Foster 07788 413030 wraysburychristmasfayre@gmail.com 

WRAYSBURY HUB Helen Williams 
01784 483039 
07398 080258 

wraysbury.hub@wraysburyparish
council.gov.uk 

WRAYSBURY PAROCHIAL 
CHARITIES Sue Chapman 01784 483186 s.k.chapman@btinternet.com 

WRAYSBURY SCOUT GROUP 
 

Group Scout Leader: 

Doug Robinson 
Scout Leader: 

Gresham Peters 
Beaver Scout Leader: 

Pam Morris-Hunt 
Explorer Scout Leader: 

Ben Moran 
Chair: 

Russell George 

  
07714 766894 
 

07747 765147 
 

01753 687166 
 

07415 130816 
 

01784 481352 

wraysburyscouts@gmail.com 

WRAYSBURY PLAYERS Nigel Handyside 07867 787911 hkfire4@yahoo.co.uk 

WRAYSBURY & HORTON 
VOLUNTARY CARE   01784 482515 
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AS AT OCTOBER 2021 

EMERGENCY CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

FLOOD WARDEN 

Dave Francis 

07957 123 029 

01784 483 053 
francisbld@hotmail.com 

Flood Information Service 0345 988 1188 
https://www.gov.uk/government/

organisations/environment-agency 

P 
O 
L 
I 
C 
E 

Criminal Act 
In Progress 999   

Reporting After The Event 101 www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Vandalism 
In Progress 999   

Reporting After The Event 101 www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Social Worker Emergency Duty Service (24hr)

(Personal / Family Problem Reaching Crisis) 01344 786 543   

Gas Leaks  (24hr) 0800 111 999   

Electricity Supply Faults (24hr) 105   

Water Leaks  (24hr) 0345 357 2407 www.affinitywater.co.uk 

Sewer & Drain Emergencies (24hr) 0800 316 9800 www.thameswater.co.uk 

Datchet Health Centre 
Podiatrist: Jean Peters 

01753 541 268 
07767 117 398 

www.datchetdoctor.co.uk 
priestess@live.co.uk 

Wraysbury Village Pharmacy 01784 482 430   

Citizen's Advice  
Adviceline (Mon – Fri, 09:00 – 17:00) 

0800 144 8848 www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

Emergencies & Issues Dealt With by RBWM 

Emergencies & issues such as - traffic lights not working, fallen trees, dangerous structure, missing 

manhole covers or dangerous potholes, unauthorised tree felling, anti-social noise, street lighting, 

emergency planning incidents, issues with council owned buildings, fly tipping etc. 

RBWM Out of Hours Emergencies 01753 853 517   

Noise Complaints (Out of hours) 01753 853 517   

RBWM Services Available During Office Hours: 
RBWM Home Page:     www.rbwm.gov.uk 
  
RBWM Report it:          www.rbwm.gov.uk/report-it 

Library and Resident Services 01628 683 800 First Point of Contact for Enquiries 

Noise Complaints Via Online form   

Antisocial Behaviour 01628 683 800 (Office Hours) 

Fly Tipping RBWM 01628 683 800 (Office Hours) or Via Online form 

http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.affinitywater.co.uk/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.datchetdoctor.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/suebr/Downloads/www.rbwm.gov.uk
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN HORTON & WRAYSBURY 

 

There are a number of defibrillators located around Horton & Wraysbury. Please note 

that they are not necessarily available 24 hours a day. 

Location Tel. No. 

Wraysbury Dive Centre, Station Road TW19 5ND 01784 488007 

Wraysbury Village Halls, The Green TW19 5NA 01784 483240 

The Perseverance, 2 High St. TW19 5DB 01784 482375 

The George, 29 Windsor Rd. TW19 5DE 01784 482000 

Wraysbury Primary School, 18 Welley Rd. TW19 5DJ 01784 482603 

Wraysbury Post Office, 31 High St. TW19 5DA 01784 482477 

Wraysbury Community Building (Scout Hut), Village Green Dial 999 for access code 

Liquid Leisure, Horton Rd. Datchet SL3 9HY 01753 542500 

Champney Hall, Stanwell Rd. Horton SL3 9PA Dial 999 for access code 

Dave Francis (Flood Warden) 07957 123029 
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