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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 30th April, 2014, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb  

 
 
120. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor L McKendrick and County Councillors D Bell, A 
Bonner and J Chaplow. 
 
121. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute No. 132 – Planters and left the meeting 
during consideration of the item. 
 
122. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 Issues over maintenance at Willow Road garages had been reported and the County Council 
had resolved the matter very quickly 

 
Matters brought to County Councillors’ attention: 
 

 Bins were being left in groups in the street, rather than being returned to the curtilage of 
residents’ properties.  

 The footpath past Rose Court was in a poor state of repair.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
123. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th March, 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
124. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 109 - The streetlight in Cornsay was still not working, but it had been inspected by 

the County Council and it was hoped it would be repaired shortly 
 
125. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £126.54 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for April. 
(ii) £31.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for April. 
(iii) £74.54 to Mr D Walker in respect of reimbursement for printer cartridges. 
(iv) £135.78 to CDALC in respect of membership fees. 
(v) £49.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 26th Mar 2014 £ 153.63 Clerk’s wages    No. 662 
(ii) 26th Mar 2014 £ 38.40 HMRC     No. 663 
(iii) 26th Mar 2014 £ 302.36 Clerk (printer)    No. 664 
(iv) 26th Mar 2014 £ 108.00 Wicksteed Leisure   No. 665 
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(v) 26th Mar 2014 £ 85.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 666 
 

(c) Cash at Bank: 
 
Northern Rock  £12,733.97 
Barclays  £18,856.21 
Unity Trust  £6,795.05 

 
(d) Quarterly Financial Report 

 
Copies of the quarterly financial report for the period January - March had been circulated for 
information.  

 
(e) Petty Cash 
 

Details of petty cash spending circulated. 
 
126. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Brandon & Byshottles 
Parish Council 

- Invitation to Chairman’s fundraising evening on 9th May, 2014. 
Resolved: That the invitation be noted. 
 

(b) Mid Durham AAP - Information in relation to village drop in sessions. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 

 
127. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
128. ACCOUNTS 2013/2014 
 
The Clerk presented the Council’s accounts for the year 2011/2012, copies of which had been 
circulated. 
 
Resolved: That the accounts be approved.  
 
129. YEAR END BALANCES 
 
The Clerk reported on the balances on the Council’s accounts at the year end, explaining that the 
balances on the accounts no longer reflected the allocated funds as a result of payments made 
during the year.  The Barclays Bank account was intended to hold the community building fund, the 
Unity Trust account to hold the play area opt out monies and the Northern Rock account for the 
Council’s day-to-day expenditure. 
 
Details of transfers required to return the balances on the accounts to those of the funds had been 
circulated, in addition to which consideration was given to making provision for the holding of the 
Council’s contingency fund separate from the current account.  
 
The Clerk also advised that the Barclays account was not currently paying any interest however the 
Bank offered a Base Rate Reward account which paid interest at the Bank of England Base rate in 
months where no withdrawals were made had been suggested by the Bank.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the sum of £2,328.65 being the amount remaining at the year-end be allocated to 
the community building fund in accordance with Financial Regulation No. 3.5. 
 
(ii) That £3,004.95 be transferred from Northern Rock to Unity Trust to bring the account balance to 
£9,800.00 (comprising £7,000.00 play area ringfence and £2,800.00 contingency ringfence) 
 
(iii) That £13,829.02 (comprising £2,328.65 year-end balance, £4,400.37 current ringfenced amount, 
£2,600.00 2013/2014 budget allocation and £4,500.00 2014/2015 budget allocation) be transferred 
from Northern Rock to Barclays to bring the account balance to £32,685.23. 
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(iv) That £400.00 be allocated to the 2014/2015 office expenses budget in respect of the printer.  
 
(v) That a Base Rate Reward account be opened with Barclays Bank and the community building 
fund be transferred to that account. 
 
130. ANNUAL RETURN 
 
The Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement, copies of which had been circulated, 
were presented to the Council for approval.  
 
Resolved: (i) That Accounting Statement be approved.   
 
(ii) That the Annual Governance Statement be approved with all questions to be answered ‘yes’. 
 
131. INSURANCE 
 
The Clerk reported the Council’s insurance policy, currently held with Zurich Municipal, was due for 
renewal on 1st June, 2014.  
 
Zurich had quoted a renewal premium of £993.33, which was an increase of less than £10.00 on the 
previous year.  Details of the claim made for damage to the community hall roof following storm 
damage in April 2013 would have to be declared to any other company approached by the Council to 
quote, however the Clerk was not in possession of much of the details surrounding the claim.  
 
Resolved: That the policy be renewed with Zurich Municipal at a cost of £993.33. 
 
132. PLANTERS 
 
The Clerk reported that he had sought quotations from a number of suppliers to supply and plant the 
various planters around the Parish.  
 
Of the four suppliers contacted, one had indicated that while they were able to supply the necessary 
plants, they were unable to plant up the planters as they did not have the resources, two had not 
supplied quotations and accordingly, the only quotation received had been from Makepeace 
Landscapes and was in the sum of £895.00 for planting in summer and winter.  
 
In addition, two planters adjacent to the community hall had been damaged during the year and were 
in need of replacement.  
 
Resolved: That the quotation from Makepeace Landscapes in the sum of £895.00 be accepted and 
that the company be asked to source two replacement planters at a cost of £15-20 each. 
 
133. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Clerk advised that the youth shelter had been included on the AAP village action plan, however 
progress had stalled.  The Council had previously agreed to cover the cost of ongoing insurance but 
felt that it did not have the resources to source funding.  
 
Councillors B Armstrong and J Armstrong reported that during the PACT meeting they had visited the 
playing field with a number of young people and identified the site preferred by the young people for 
a shelter.  
 
Councillor Armstrong would discuss with Andy Coulthard at the AAP the options for funding through 
the County Councillors budgets, wind farm fund, Police and Crime Commissioner and Derwentside 
Homes.   
 
It was noted that in recent weeks, a number of young people had been gathering on the concrete ball 
games area and it had been confirmed at the PACT meeting that no complaints had been received in 
relation to nuisance or anti-social behaviour in this regard.  
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Resolved: That identified potential sources of funding be discussed with the Mid Durham AAP.  
 
134. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) Lottery Application  
 
The Clerk reported that the Stage 2 application form had now been received from the Lottery.  This 
stage sought additional detail on many aspects of the application covered at Stage 1 together with 
information on the building. 
 
The Chair and Clerk would be meeting with Julie Anson, Economic Regeneration Team Leader, at 
Durham County Council for assistance with the application.  
 
(b) Lease to Hamsteels Community Hall Association 
 
The Lease of the current building to Hamsteels Community Hall Association had expired in 2004 and 
been extended for a period of 10 years on the same terms.  The 10 year extension had now expired 
and it was necessary to consider appropriate arrangements. 
 
The Community Hall Association had indicated that they were in agreement with a further extension 
on the same terms as the original lease. 
 
Resolved: That an extension be agreed on an annual basis on the same terms as the 1997 Lease.  
 
(c) Works to Community Hall 
 
The Community Hall Association had been successful in obtaining a grant from the Mid Durham AAP 
for the replacement of the hot water boiler.  The Council’s permission was requested for this work.  
 
Resolved: That permission be granted.  
 
135. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 
Consideration was given to the adoption of revised NALC Financial Regulation.  The Clerk had 
updated the template to reflect the Council’s requirements and copies of the Financial Regulations 
had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That Financial Regulations, as amended, be approved and adopted.  
 

The Meeting closed at 7.45 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 


