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I
n what many see as the open-
ing of a new chapter in the 
desperate attempt to cover 
up the true state of health 
of President Muhammadu 

Buhari and to convince Nigeri-
ans that all is well with the ailing 
president whose nature of illness 
is not public knowledge, Abuja 
House, the official residence of 
the Nigerian High Commissioner 
to the United Kingdom, last week 
became some sort of pilgrimage 
centre as the Nigerian political 
class practically fell over them-
selves in a bid to catch a glimpse 
of the president.

Buhari has spent the better 
part of 2017 receiving medical at-
tention in London, despite promis-
ing in 2015 during his presidential 
campaign that he would end 
medical tourism and ensure the 
government’s hard-earned cash 
would not be spent on treating 
officials overseas, especially for 
illnesses that Nigeria has the 
expertise.

The president spent 51 days 
in London earlier in the year 
(January 19-March 10) on medical 
grounds and returned to London 
again on May 7. He had in June 
last year travelled to the same city 
to treat an ear infection.

Pilgrimage to London
First, it was John Odigie-

Oyegun, national chairman of 
the ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), who on Sunday led 
a delegation of his party men 
that included Governors Rochas 
Okorocha of Imo State, Tanko 
Almakura of Nassarawa State, 
Nasiru El-Rufai of Kaduna State, 
and Yahaya Bello of Kogi State to 
London where they had a lunch 
with Buhari.

Apart from a press statement 
issued by Femi Adesina, Special 
Adviser to the President on Media 

Governor visit to Buhari in London
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All roads lead to London
and Publicity, where he claimed 
he spoke with the delegation via 
telephone while they were with 
the president and that Governor 
Okorocha specifically said Bu-
hari was “very cheerful and has 
not lost any bit of his sense of 
humour”, nothing concrete came 
out of that trip.

Rather, Nigerians were served 
a cold dish of what was meant to 
be a hope-lifting picture of the 
president dining with the APC 
chiefs. Ironically, the picture failed 
to lift any hope. While many 
doubted its authenticity, some 
flayed the entire arrangement as 
a desperate attempt by the Aso 
Rock cabal to perpetuate them-
selves in power.

Dayo Adeyeye, spokesman of 
the opposition People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), said it was 
pure contempt and a collective 
insult on Nigerians for a group of 
party leaders to just go and meet 
the president and come and show 
pictures without saying anything 
either from them or from the 
president to Nigerians.

“They don’t even think that 
it is necessary for the president 
to send message to Nigerians or 
for themselves to come and tell 
us what happened during that 
meeting. They merely planted 
pictures in the front pages of all 
the newspapers, and they think 
that is alright,” Adeyeye said.

“That is not the way to behave 
in a civilised country. At least, 
ordinarily we should have been 
having daily bulletins on the 
president’s health, the man is be-
ing treated there in London with 
taxpayers’ money, and we elected 
him to do a job,” he said.

Femi Fani-Kayode, a former 
aviation minister, who denounced 
the picture as fake and old and a 
conspiracy by the cabal to sustain 
themselves in power, raised some 
critical questions.

“Why were the Nigerian and 

foreign media not allowed to 
cover the proceedings and partici-
pate in this celebrated photo-shoot 
and merry London feast? Why 
did the Villa press corps not take 
one of their own cameramen to 
London and make a short video 
of this ‘historic’ event? Why were 
the whole proceedings shrouded 
in so much secrecy? Why is it 
that only one picture was taken? 
Why were more pictures not 
shot? Why was Buhari not put 
on audio tape and interviewed 
while he was with his celebrated 
and important guests? Why did he 
not offer a few words of hope and 
encouragement to the Nigerian 
people to ease the tension that has 
been generated in the land by his 
prolonged absence?” Fani-Kayode 
asked.

“Again, why did Buhari not 
shake anyone’s hands during the 
photo-shoot? Why did he not get 
up from his chair, say ‘cheese’ and 
give us a big Daura smile? Why 
was he just sitting there? Why 
all the tall tales that he is getting 
much better?” he added.

Second missionary journey
Perhaps it was the tide of dis-

belief by Nigerians that led the 
Office of the National Security 
Adviser to arrange another visit 
to London, this time involving 
two governors from the opposi-
tion PDP.

Governors Emmanuel Udom 
of Akwa Ibom State and Dave 
Umahi of Ebonyi State joined Gov-
ernors Abdulaziz Yari of Zamfara 
State, Abdulahhi Ganduje of Kano 
State, Abiola Ajimobi of Oyo State, 
Kashim Shettima of Borno State, 
and Samuel Ortom of Benue State 
on the London visit, where they 
also had lunch with Buhari on 
Wednesday.

The Guardian reported on 
Thursday that the state governors 
spent barely an hour at the Abuja 
House, did not see Buhari until 
about 15 minutes after arrival, 

and looked morose and refused 
to speak to the press after meeting 
the president.

“They deliberately parked their 
vehicles at the entrance of the 
house to prevent The Guardian 
and another reporter from seeing 
who was seeing them off, but it 
was still possible to observe that, 
though they were smiling with 
the president’s aides as they came 
out of the house, the president 
was conspicuously absent from 
the door to see the governors off,” 
the report said, insinuating that 
the visiting governors could have 
been briefed on what they were 
allowed to say afterward.

Breaking the ice
It is not known why the gov-

ernors refused to speak to The 
Guardian reporter in London, 
but they have since found their 
voices. From Umahi who talked 
about how “excited” he was to 
see the president in a good frame 
of mind, to Ganduje who said the 
president was in a good state of 
health and “will soon be back to 
Nigeria”, Ajimobi who said in a 
tweet that they “were warmly re-
ceived” by Buhari in London, and 
another unnamed governor who 
said the president cracked jokes 
with the delegation without any 
speech inhibition, the governors 
have spoken, and Nigerians have 
heard them loud and clear but are 
not convinced.

‘We want to hear from Mr 
President’

“Until President Buhari speaks 
to us live, all na wash. These visits 
are a complete waste of public 
funds. He has to address the na-
tion on live TV holding up a news-
paper with date of the broadcast. 
He is a very public figure. Nigeri-
ans have a right to know what is 
wrong with him.”

The above statement by a 
concerned Nigerian on Nairaland 
encapsulates the sentiments of 
many citizens who are not happy 

CHUKS OLUIGBO with the secrecy with which the 
president’s men have managed 
information around his ill-health.

Nigerians, while wishing 
Buhari quick recovery, are ap-
prehensive because of the des-
peration of the president’s men 
who have been making frantic 
attempts to deceive citizens. In 
February during Buhari’s first 
medical vacation, amid rumours 
that the worst may have hap-
pened, there was so much talk 
about a purported telephone 
conversation between him and 
the then newly sworn-in US 
President Donald Trump. There-
after, “I spoke with him” or “He 
called me” became a byword 
among Buhari’s handlers. Even 
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo had 
told Nigerians on February 6 that 
he had a long conversation with 
Buhari and that “the president is 
hale and hearty”, only for Buhari 
to return on March 10 and say he 
had never been so sick all his life.

Following the recent visits 
to London, some allege that the 
governors on those trips were 
teleguided and were in no position 
to tell Nigerians the truth. They 
argue that a more encompassing 
delegation would have included 
more vociferous and fearless 
governors like Nyesom Wike of 
Rivers State or his Ekiti State coun-
terpart, Ayo Fayose, who has been 
particularly critical of the secrecy 
surrounding the president’s true 
health status.

“We do not want pictures any-
more, we want to hear from Mr. 
President. Let him address Nigeri-
ans from wherever he is. We want 
to see him speaking on video,” one 
keen observer told BDSUNDAY 
on condition of anonymity.

History on playback
Out of 32 months he was in of-

fice from 2007 to 2010, late Presi-
dent Umaru Musa Yar’Adua 
spent 109 days on foreign medi-
cal trips. Though his adminis-
tration tried to regulate foreign 
trips by Federal Government 
officials by making the Office of 
the Head of Civil Service of the 
Federation the clearing house for 
officials who wished to embark 
on foreign trips, records have 
it that between November 23, 
2009 when Yar’Adua was flown 
to Saudi Arabia for medical at-
tention and January 13, 2010, 
his ministers, special assistants, 
advisers and other aides had em-
barked on indiscriminate foreign 
trips that gulped over N10 billion 
in the guise of visiting the ailing 
president or carrying out other 
official mission.

That cycle is here again fol-
lowing Buhari’s ill-health. Earlier 
this month, Osinbajo had visited 
Buhari in London barely 24 hours 
after Aisha Buhari, the president’s 
wife, returned from a similar trip 
to assure Nigerians that all was 
well with the president. Now it 
is the turn of the governors. The 
unanswered question, however, is 
how much these trips are costing 
the Nigerian taxpayers.



L-R: Ladi Taofik Odukoya, guest speakers,  Subomi Plumptre, CEO, Vanguard Pharmacy Ltd; Yinka 
Fisher, social media strategist and Sharafadeen Mohammed,  Lagos coordinator, SMEDAN with senior 
manager, enterprise business unit, MTN Nigeria and Habeeb Adeleye, executive director, TricomXPL 
at the MTN SME Motivation Series organised by Tricomxpl in Ibadan, Oyo State. 

L-R. Sunday Egele , regional retail head, Abuja & North, First City Monument Bank (FCMB); 
Eucharia Umeh ,  manager, National Lottery Regulatory Commission, Yusuf Usman, win-
ner of N1million at the second draw of the FCMB Millionaire promo season 4 in Abuja & 
North region, Lukman Mustapha , regional director , FCMB, and Baldwin Onuigbo,  Bank’s 
zonal head, Wuse, during the cheque presentation ceremony to the winner in Abuja.  
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Tokunbo Adodo, portfolio manager, National Premium Lager brands; chairman, Shehu Dikko,  
League Management Company; Ladan Bosso, president of the Nigerian Football Coaches As-
sociation, Simon McManus,  head of coaching, Arsenal Soccer Schools - Arsenal F.C, during the 
star coaching clinic for  Nigerian League first team coaches at the Abuja National Stadium . 

L-R Livinus Okonkwo, Unit Commander, Federal Road Safety Commission, Nike Adesina, wife 
of special adviser to the president on  media ;  Patience Ozokwor,   Nollywood legend, Iruvwe 
Okiemute (De Don) , comedian, and Femi Adesina,  special adviser to the president on media and 
publicity, at the Kubwa edition of the mega comedy show, Glo Laffta Fest in Abuja.

Emmanuel Abiodun Akinyemi (middle) winner,  Digestive 125th years anniversary promo, by Pladis 
Global Limited, receiving his 1million naira prize from the managing director/CEO, Kwame Winfe 
(right) and brand manager , Tunde Williams, during the presentations of cheque to the winners, at the 

 (l-r) Babatunde Sule, senior manager, brand management, Damian Udeh, head, regulatory, 
Jide Mafolabomi, general manager, products, Ayoola  Ogunlade, manager, products and Toni 
Kan Onwordi, head, corporate communications , all of ntel at the launch of Nokia’s new suite of 
phones in Lagos.

Adewale Arikawe, sales director, FrieslandCampina WAMCO; Kafayat Shafau (Kaffy) member, panel 
of judges; Oluwakemi Longe, celebrity dancer, grand prize winner, 2017 Three Crowns Milk Mum of 
the Year, Omolara Banjoko,  senior brand manager, Three Crowns Milk, and member, panel of Judges, 
Chioma Chukwuka Akpotha, Nollywood Actress, during the grand finale of the 2017 Three Crowns Milk 
Mum of the Year competition held recently.

 R-L: Ola Rosiji, chairman, Lexcel Group, Femi Adebayo, Veteran actor, Akin Delano , chairman, Nigeria 
Distilleries Limited, and Fatai Odesile,  managing director, Grand Oak Limited, during the re-launch of 
Regal Dry Gin in Abeokuta Ogun State  recently.
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A
s the Eighth National Assem-
bly commences its seven-
week recess, mixed reac-
tions have trailed the recent 
constitution amendment 

exercise embarked upon by the federal 
legislators. While some analysts have 
commended the National Assembly for 
drawing from the lessons of previous 
amendments by ensuring that this altera-
tion was timely, others have called for a 
brand new constitution on the grounds 
that the document was written by the 
military and handed over to civilians.

The 1999 Constitution was produced 
by a team led by Justice Niki Tobi, who 
was earlier chairman of the 1998 constitu-
tion debate committee. Tobi was a deputy 
vice-chancellor and dean, Faculty of Law, 
University of Maiduguri, until April 1985. 
The constitution was produced under the 
guidance of Abdusalam Abubakar, then 
military head of state, and became opera-
tive from May 29, 1999, with Olusegun 
Obasanjo serving as the first president 
under it.

Adeleye Adewole, chairman, Centre 
for Organizational and Professional Ethics 
(COPEAFRICA), described the 1999 Con-
stitution as a document that lies against 
itself and thus, an embarrassing fraud 
which must be discarded in its entirety.

According to him, the intentions of 
those who designed the document were 
to further their own egocentric interest 
and personal idiosyncrasy, saying that it 
is easier for current political leaders to use 
it to pacify themselves against the rest of 
the citizens. 

“There is need for a thorough new 
constitution, for an entire new package, 
because what we have now is a complete 
fraud which cannot drive any meaningful 
development. Most of the areas receiving 
amendment attention from the lawmak-
ers are those that give them more powers 
and protect them from legal prosecution 
when they are out of office,” Adewole said.

“I subscribe to the idea of an entire 
new constitution because there are a lot 
of contradictions and open-endedness 
in the 1999 Constitution. Sections 85 and 
Section 145 are examples of what I am 
talking about. The introductory part of 
the 1999 Constitution also lies by stating 
that ‘We Nigerians agree’ because the 
document is a product of the military, 
and under military rule there is no leg-
islature. But unfortunately, the current 
federal lawmakers are self-serving. They 
are not ready to do the right thing because 
they are also beneficiaries of the current 
system. The areas that are bad in the 1999 
Constitution far outweigh the areas that 
are good, and thus, the best thing is to do 
away with it,” he told BDSUNDAY.     

NASS under intense criticism
The National Assembly has also come 

under intense criticism for rejecting the 
proposals for devolution of powers to 

the state houses of assemblies, deletion 
of Land Use Act from the constitution as 
well as rejection of proposals dealing with 
women emancipation, including Affirma-
tive Action for women at federal and state 
levels and citizenship and indigeneship 
for women.

Analysts say retaining Land Use Act in 
the constitution would negatively affect 
economic reforms and wealth creation in 
the country.

The Land Use Act is seen as one of the 
biggest impediments to converting land 
resources into individual wealth in the 
country as it hinders the transferability 
of ownership rights in landed property 
without government interference.

The Act vests all land in the territory of 
each state, except it is owned by the Fed-
eral Government and its agencies, solely 
in the governor of the state “who would 
hold such land in trust for the people and 
is therefore responsible for allocation 
of land in all urban areas to individuals 
resident in the state and to organisations 
for residential, agriculture, commercial 
and other purposes while similar powers 
are conferred on local governments in 
respect of land in non-urban areas”.

Removal of the Act from the constitu-
tion could have changed the way land 
is administered and owned across the 
country, with analysts saying it could 
revolutionise the mortgage industry and 
commercial agriculture.

Senators accepted a proposal mandat-
ing the president and state governors to 
appoint ministers and commissioners 
within 30 days of assumption of office and 
inclusion of portfolios while nominating 

Assembly or State Assemblies or indicate 
his refusal of assent, and deletion of the 
Public Complaints Commission Act and 
National Securities Act from the Consti-
tution.

There are 33 bills for amendment 
which came in form of separate clauses. 
Apart from Bill Number 24 which re-
quired four-fifth of the legislative body 
(73 senators), other bills need two-third 
requirement (87 lawmakers).

Exercise is self-serving
Political commentators have described 

the exercise as self-serving, wondering 
why the apex chamber would whittle 
down executive powers and boost its 
legislative powers. They voted the inclu-
sion of former Senate Presidents and ex-
Speakers of the House of Representatives 
in the composition of the Council of State, 
removal of the law-making powers of the 
executive arm of government and reduc-
ing of the President’s powers to sign bills 
passed by the National Assembly into law.

Reacting to the amendments, former 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar accused 
members of the party in the Senate of 
betrayal following the “shocking and 
saddening” decision of the Senate not to 
grant devolution of power to the states.

In a statement released by his media 
office in Abuja, the APC chieftain and for-
mer presidential aspirant said the decision 
by the APC-controlled Senate was “a lost 
opportunity to honour one of the party’s 
election promises to bring about change 
by shifting power closer to the people in 
the remotest regions of our country”.

“This blockage of the bill by an APC-
led Senate majority is a betrayal of our 

cabinet members.
They also accepted a proposal mandat-

ing the president to attend a joint session 
of the National Assembly once a year to 
deliver a state-of-the-nation address.

In all, 29 of out of 33 proposals were 
accepted, while three were rejected.

Other alterations accepted include the 
amendment of Sections 82 and 122 of the 
constitution to reduce the period within 
which the president or the state gover-
nor may authorise expenditure from the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund (CRF) from 
six months to three months, amendment 
of the Third Schedule of the Constitution 
to include former Senate Presidents and 
Speakers of House of Representatives 
in the composition of Council of States, 
abolition of State Joint Local Government 
Accounts, appointment of a Minister 
from the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
changing the name of the ‘Nigeria Police 
Force’ to ‘Nigeria Police’, and separation 
of the office of the Accountant General 
of the Federal Government from the Of-
fice of the Accountant General of the 
Federation.

Others are separation of the Office of 
the Attorney General of the Federation 
and that of the State from that of the 
Minister or Commissioner for Justice, 
placing the Office of the Auditor Gen-
eral for the Federation and for State on 
first-line charges in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund by making them finan-
cially independent, establishment of the 
Investments and Securities Tribunal un-
der the Constitution, provision of 30 days 
timeframe for the President or Governor 
to assent to a bill passed by the National 
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party’s pre-election promises. It was 
an important vote and I’m shocked by 
some so-called progressives’ visceral and 
cynical opposition to restructuring,” the 
statement said.

It decried the reluctance of the law-
makers to remove “the insidious structur-
al impediments to development, which 
decades of military rule had hoisted upon 
our nation”.

“Instead of building the foundations 
for a true federation, a small group of 
so-called progressive senators decided to 
stick with the new party line, pretend-
ing they did not know what restructur-
ing was all about, and that even if they 
knew, it couldn’t be done. I think this is 
disingenuous,” it said.

Debo Adeniran, chairman, Centre for 
Anti-Corruption and Open Leadership 
(CACOL), said although Nigeria can make 
do with some amendments to the current 
supreme law, what the Bukola Saraki-led 
Senate calls “amendment” is merely self-
serving.

“We need to look at Section 2 and Sec-
tion 3 of the Constitution and look at the 
fundamental human rights and the socio-
economic rights and our justice system. It 
is not only our Constitution that is at fault, 
the operators of the Nigerian Constitution 
are the main problem,” Adeniran said.  

According to him, rather than call for 
state police, the constitution should be 
amended to make the Commissioner of 
Police subject to the state governor and 
not the Inspector General of Police, adding 
that most sections which the Senate has 
amended so far are unnecessary.

“We should be talking about socio-
economic rights like education; people 
should have the right to food; people 
should have the right to housing and all 
of that; and you can sue the government 
if it doesn’t give you housing; opportunity 
to job when you graduate from higher in-
stitution. When you graduate you should 
have job to do; you should be able to send 
your children to school without paying 
user fee. So, these are some of the aspects 
CACOL will like the NASS to tinker with,” 
he said.

He observed that the question of im-
munity to NASS members and making 
former federal lawmakers to be part of 
Council of State are self-serving and un-
necessary, noting that it is only Sovereign 
National Conference (SNC) that can guar-
antee a new constitution that will truly 
represent the wishes of the mass majority.

“We have not been operating true 
federal system; to have this we still need 
further discussions because even some of 
the states are forced to stay together. The 
people put in different states from where 
they would have preferred to be, have 
they agreed to stay together? If we want 
to operate a true federal system it should 
be a comprehensive rework of the polity 
and of the political system itself; and that 
can only happen in SNC. So, that is how 
we can have a genuine Constitution that 
will not be controversial in its implemen-
tation and everybody will have a sense of 
belonging,” he said.

“At the moment, what we have is a 
unitary system that is being confused for 
a federal system. We should not continue 
to waste time and money in amending an 
illegitimate constitution,” he added.

Amendment is okay
Bolanle Asimolowo, an Abuja-based 

political analyst, said the good portion 
of the 1999 Constitution has not been 
respected by political leaders, insisting 
that they are the problem of Nigeria and 
not the constitution.

“I am not part of those calling for a 
brand new constitution. I am for amend-
ment of the 1999 Constitution. Sharia 
law should be out of the constitution 
since Nigeria is a multi-religious nation. 
Nigeria is a secular state, not one religion 
state. Also, the number of days that a sit-
ting president can be absent from work 
before he is declared incapacitated should 
be stipulated. Look at the political crisis 
in the country due to Buhari’s absence; 
even though Osinbajo is trying his best to 
calm things, he was not elected President. 
All the contradictory Sections should be 
amended,” Asimolowo said.

Nnamdi Okosieme, an Abuja-based 
media consultant, expressed the belief 
that amending the existing constitution 
was better for the country due to the 
resource-guzzling process involved in 
getting a new one.

“The Independent Candidacy (IC) that 
the ongoing amendment has endorsed is 
a good development because the whole 
political party system has entrenched cor-
ruption in the sense that aspirants have 
to go out of their way to commit billions 
of naira to get parties’ ticket. That is why 
when they eventually get elected into 
office they do everything to recoup the 
money they spent,” he said.

“But as an Independent Candidate, 
you will be spared so much including 
assassination attempts on your life. It 
will not be as high as when you have 
many desperate aspirants within the 
party who want the same ticket; the 
issue of violence and the rest of them. 
I think it is good news that the Senate 
has agreed on this and the House of 
Reps should follow up. President should 
assent to that,” he added.

Okosieme, however, observed that the 
issue of 35 percent affirmation for women 
which the Senate turned down should 
be revisited and that the lawmakers 
should take a second look at it, positing 
that women should be given a greater 
national leadership role, given that men 
have dominated it for a long time with a 
not-so-encouraging result.

According to him, the constitution 
should also be amended to give more 
political and economic powers to the 

states and every state left in charge of the 
natural resources in its own soil.

“The amount of money going to the 
central government should be reduced. 
The local governments should be given 
autonomy. A situation whereby states 
governors administer the LG through 
caretaker committee should not be 
tolerated. Governors should not have 
influence in local government election. 
This will expedite action on grassroots 
development,” he told BDSUNDAY.   

Why we retained Senate age qualifi-
cation at 35 years

Meanwhile, Deputy Senate President 
Ike Ekweremadu has explained why the 
upper legislative chamber retained the 
age qualification for Senate at 35, despite 
reducing other offices.

According to him, this is to avoid creat-
ing a constitutional crisis in the event of 
a vacuum in the presidency.

“We decided to leave the one for Sen-
ate at 35 for this reason. Now, if there’s 
a vacancy in the office of the President 
and Vice President, the Senate President 
becomes the President for that period. 
As such, if his age is not the same thing 
with that of the President, we are going 
to have a constitutional crisis. Because 
somebody who is in the Senate can be 
Senate President and that person can be 
President for some reasons. So, it is impor-
tant that the age limit for the President 
must be the same thing with that of the 
Senate,” he said.

At the clause-by-clause consideration 
of the alteration of the constitution, 
senators also lowered age requirement 
for elective offices.

The development came 24 hours after 
hundreds of youths stormed the National 
Assembly demanding that lawmakers 
pass the “Not Too Young to Run Bill”.

Consequently, senators reduced the 
age for the qualification to run for the 
office of the president from 40 to 35 
years, retained that for Senate at 35 years, 
governors from 35 to 30 years, House 
of Representatives from 30 to 25 years, 
House of Assembly from 30 to 25 years, 
and that of chairmanship of local govern-
ments at 25 years.

Using electronic voting, 86 of 97 

senators present voted in favour of the 
proposal, 10 rejected and one abstained.

Experts say if the bill is signed into 
law, it would open up the political space 
for young people who hitherto were re-
stricted from contesting certain political 
offices on account of their age.

But not everyone is keen about it, 
as another school-of-thought believes 
youths may not necessarily have the 
political experience to cope with the de-
mands of such political offices.

Others are sceptical about it, saying the 
elite will take advantage of the proposal to 
fix their children in elective offices.

Blessing Uboh, a public affairs analyst, 
in a chat with BDSUNDAY pointed out 
that Governor Yahaya Bello of Kogi State, 
whom he carpeted for being in the news 
for wrong reasons, is a bad example of 
why he is not in support of the #Not-
TooYoungToRun campaign.

“If Governor Yahaya Bello is the yard-
stick to measure this campaign, then I am 
against it,” Uboh said.

“It shouldn’t but realistically speaking 
it will end up with people like him be-
cause they are the examples one needs to 
give to justify such a position. Now we are 
just talking about age and not educational 
qualification, it doesn’t connect. The few 
young persons that have held office politi-
cally haven’t shown to the older genera-
tion that they truly should be given the 
leadership baton,” he said. 

Previous amendments
Since the return to democracy in 1999, 

this is the fourth attempt at amending the 
constitution. Similar attempts had been 
made in 2006, 2010 and 2015, respec-
tively. However, only the 2010 exercise 
was successful. In 2006, former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo had refused to give 
his assent to the document following 
his failed attempt to smuggle third term 
into it.

Similarly, former President Goodluck 
Jonathan refused to sign the document 
into law in 2015 after over N4 billion of 
taxpayers’ money was spent on it. Jona-
than had returned the proposal to the Na-
tional Assembly, alleging the usurpation 
of presidential powers and constitutional 
breaches in the process of alteration.
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FG urged to set aside ‘seed fund’ to empower 
graduates, encourage entrepreneur
SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

F
ederal Govern-
ment has been 
advis e d to s et 
aside a seed fund 
to empower fresh 

university graduates who 
might want to establish 
small business as a way of 
encouraging entrepreneur-
ship.

Oladimeji Olushola, 
chief executive officer, Par-
rot Publicis Consultants, a 
hypothetical, Public Rela-
tions firm floated by Mass 
Communication and Library 
and Information Sciences 
Students of the University, 
made the demand while 
addressing a media briefing 
at the University as part 
of activities kick-starting 
‘My Indomie Story Cam-
paign’ held recently on the 
campus.  He said the fund 
would discourage the quest 
for what he referred to as 
“elusive white collar jobs”.

The campaign is a practi-
cal segment of a course of 
the 300 Level Students of 
Mass Communication De-
partment and Library and 
Information Sciences of the 
University of Ilorin, who 
specialise in Public Relations 
and Advertisement and was 
organised in conjunction 
with Dufil Prima Foods, pro-
ducers of Indomie noodles.

O l a d i m e j i  s a i d  t h e 

extension of the feeding 
scheme would go a long 
way in cushioning the ad-
verse effects of the linger-
ing economic crisis on the 
student populace.

The CEO noted that his 
organisation’s preference for 
Dufil Prima Foods was be-
cause the company among 
others, has brought suc-
cour to students and families 
grappling with the current 
economic reality.

“We want to use this 
medium to urge the Fed-
eral Government to patron-
ise Dufil Foods in its home 

grown school feeding pro-
gramme as a way of en-
couraging the company to 
do more.

“Our preference for Dufil 
Prima was borne out of the 
fact that it is one of the few 
companies in Nigeria that 
has continued to provide 
succour to Nigerian students 
and many families in this 
period of hard economic 
recession where having a 
three square meal is almost 
practically impossible.

“Let me at this point call 
on all Nigerians to disregard 
any unfounded rumour 

about Indomie being one of 
the causes of any disease. 
Always remember that if it’s 
not Indomie, is not the same 
thing as Indomie”.

Olushola added that the 
fund would discourage the 
quest for what he referred 
to as “elusive white collar 
jobs”.

In his remarks, the Area 
Marketing Manager of 
Indomie in Ilorin, Abiola 
Adekunle Ahmed, said 
the company has been of 
immense assistance to Ni-
gerians, who patronise its 
products.

L-R: Chris Okunowo, 2nd vice president, IoD Nigeria, Samuel Yemi Akeju, president/chairman of Council 
IoD Nigeria (2nd L) presenting a plaque to Keynote Speaker, His Excellency, Christopher Kolade, former 
high commissioner to the UK &cChairman, board of directors of SystemSpecs (3rd R) flanked Emmanuel I.  
Ijewere, chairman independent directors’ register, Eniola Fadayomi, Immediate past president, IoD Nigeria 
and Ibironke Okikiolu, representative of the head of service of the federation during the Inauguration of IoD 
Nigeria Independent Directors’ Register in Lagos recently.

T
he Future Project 
Leadership boot 
camp kicked of the 
first phase of its 

youth leadership and civic 
engagement project in Oyo, 
Lagos and Ogun States.

The 5-day intensive de-
velopment program which 
is designed to promote ac-
tive participation of young 
people in leadership at lo-
cal and national level was 
organised to enable young 
leaders play a leading role 
in agitating for greater ac-
countability within their re-
spective local governments.

A total number of 120 
applicants with exceptional 
leadership profiles as well as 
ability to impact their com-
munities were shortlisted 
to attend the training after 
a comprehensive review 
process.

The training also fea-
tured top-notch facilitators 
from varying background 
to share insights. The fa-
cilitators include Otunba 
Gbenga Daniel, former ex-
ecutive Governor, Ogun 
State; Hon. Victor Fasanya, 
Member House of Assem-
bly, Abeokuta South Con-
stituency; and Professor 
Segun Awonusi, Vice Chan-

Daniel leads facilitators for ‘The Future 
Project’ leadership boot camp 2017

cellor, Tai Solarin University 
of Education.

Others are Barr. Kayode 
Akinsola, Lead Partner, 
Queens Attorney; Ayo-
mide Faleye, Data Analyst, 
BudgIT; Clement Oluse-
gun, S.A. to the Governor  of 
Ogun State on Youths; and 
Demola Olanrenwaju, and 
Political Strategist amongst 
others.

 Speaking on the im-
pact of the boot camp, 
Akinkunade Dare an at-
tendee of the Ogun boot 
camp described it as an 
interactive and motivat-
ing seminar. 

“Today was a productive 
day for me and I’m glad to 
have learned things about 
the ways in which youth 
can get involved in govern-
ment. I am excited to see 
that youth have interest in 
the process of running the 
country, especially at the 
lower level such as local 
governments. I’m encour-
aged to meet like-minded 
youth with passion and en-
thusiasm to see that things 
are done in the right way. 
Many thanks to The Fu-
ture Project for making 
this event to be possible,” 
Akinkunde added.

T
his week on Pro-
fessor Johnbull, the 
popular television 
satire sponsored by 

Globacom, Nigerians will 
graphically learn the folly 
of stereotypes, fallacies and 
hasty character judgment 
as the sitcom is broadcast on 
Tuesday by 8.30 p.m. on NTA 
Network, NTA International 
on DSTV Channel 251 and 
NTA on StarTimes.

The episode is aptly en-
titled Stereotype. Globacom 
explained in a statement 
that, “Stereotype addresses 
yet another sore point in our 
society”. It noted that “the 
havoc name-calling, charac-
ter judgment and hasty gen-
eralisation have caused in a 
society, especially a multi-
cultural society like Nige-
ria, cannot be downplayed. 
People are often pigeonholed 
based on the unacceptable 
behaviour of a very few in 
the community and this co-
loured judgment has caused 
a lot of disaffection in the 
society and turned a once 
peaceful community to one 
plagued by acrimony and 
mistrust”.

The statement further 
added, “We are hopeful that 
after this episode, viewers 
will learn to judge individu-
als based on their unique 
character and not on unin-
formed sentiments based on 
ethnicity, cultural nuances 

Shun stereotypical judgment, Glo-sponsored 
‘Professor Johnbull’ urges Nigerians

and geographical locations 
as every society is peopled 
by the good, the bad and the 
ugly, and no one is bad be-
cause he or she comes from 
a particular place”.

It features the protago-
nist of the series, Professor 
Johnbull, acted by Kanayo 
O. Kanayo (KOK), Olaniyi 
(Yomi Fash-Lanso), Mai Doya 
(Funky Mallam), Jumoke (Bi-
demi Kosoko), Ufoma (Bimbo 
Akintola), Flash (Stephen 
Odimgbe), Etuk (Imeh Bish-
op), Samson (Ogus Baba) and 
Abadnego (Martins Nebo).

Viewers will be confront-
ed by intriguing posers such 
as: are people necessarily 
bad because of their ethnic 
background, geographical 
location, place of birth or 
profession?  Should people 
be judged based on their 
personal character or is it 
fair to prejudge people before 
getting to know them?  What 
are the negative effects of ste-
reotyping people?  How does 
Samson wriggle out of the 
name-calling and stigma as-
sociated with the perceived 
notoriety of  people from his 
Niger Delta origin?

Globacom assured view-
ers of an interesting time 
watching the programme, 
confirming that they will 
find KOK in his best elements 
in the new episode just as 
Ufoma unfurls her intellec-
tual side.

P
eter Esele, a former 
president of Trade 
Union Congress 
(TUC) of Nigeria, has 

described as parliamen-
tarian rascality and anti-
democracy the approval of 
immunity to legislators by 
the National Assembly in 
the ongoing amendment of 
the 1999 constitution.

Esele made the remark in 
an exclusive interview with 
BDSUNDAY in Benin-City, 
Edo State capital.

An aspirant on the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
in the 2016 gubernatorial 
primaries in Edo State, how-
ever, called for the total re-
moval of immunity for all 
elected political office hold-
ers in the country.

He noted that in the alter-
native, the only immunity 
that should be accorded the 
president and governors 
should be immunity against 
civil suit and not against 
criminal suit.

Immunity for federal lawmakers is parliamentarian 
rascality, abuse of power - Esele

He opined that the ap-
proval of immunity for leg-
islators by both the Senate 
and House of Representa-
tives last Wednesday and 
Thursday was a violation of 
democratic tenets.

According to him, “I think 
it is wrong for them to vote 
for immunity for them-
selves. The first thing you 
need to ask yourself is that 
these are lawmakers; they 
are to make laws to govern 
the country, and once you 
are mandated to make laws 
for the country you must 
also make sure that you 
don’t make laws to protect 
or defend yourselves. 

“You make laws for the 
betterment of the country 
and what has just happened 
is that they make laws that is 
for their own selfish interest. 
Whoever must come with 
equity must also come with 
clean hands.

“As they are voted for im-
munity for themselves why 
do they not also vote that 
their position should be ten-
ured? Even if you look at the 

executive arms it is only the 
president, Vice President, 
governors and deputies that 
have immunity. The min-
isters and commissioners 
don’t have any immunity. 

 “So if they also now want 
immunity there should be 
tenure- for example, four 
years of one tenure or eight 
years of two tenure. Because 
in the parliament nobody 
has tenure; they can be there 
till they die.”

“So if you are giving your-
selves immunity and you 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin
remain there, you can also 
give yourself opportunity to 
loot, since you are also above 
the law,” he further said.

He also posited that, “im-
munity is something that we 
should even take away from 
our law whether it is the 
president or the governor. 
We should take immunity 
away from everybody.”

While describing the ac-
tions of the National As-
sembly as distasteful, he 
observed that if the federal 
lawmakers can vote for im-
munity for themselves be-
cause they have the people’s 
mandate to make laws for 
the country they can also 
give immunity to Boko Ha-
ram.

“It is very sad and dis-
tasteful that they would 
have to go to this length. If 
they give themselves im-
munity because they have 
the power to make laws for 
the country you are invari-
ably given immunity to Boko 
Haram, and everybody and 
then you are going to have 
anarchy,” he added.Esele
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‘Over 7,047 graduates of 
SSEDC cannot access funds to 
improve their businesses’
MIKE ABANG, CAlABAr

E
mmeka Nnamani, Cen-
tre manager of South-
South Entrepreneurship 
Development Centre 
(EDC), Calabar has dis-

closed that out of ten thousand six 
hundred and sixty nine (10,669) 
participants trained by the centre 
from April 2013 to June 2017, only 
three thousand Six hundred and 
twenty two have been able to ac-
cess funds to improve their busi-
nesses as graduates of the centre.

The SSEDC Centre manager 
gave the figures in Calabar in 
an exclusive interview with 
BDSUNDAY. He appealed to fi-
nancial institutions in the coun-
try to remove the bottlenecks 
associated with small scale en-
trepreneurs, especially the SME 
operators. He disclosed that out 
of the 3,622 that gained access to 
funds created over 10,700 jobs, 
noting that “you can imagine if 
10,669 participants were able to 
access funds to improve their 
business the number of jobs they 
could have created.”

He said the SSEDC is an initia-
tive of the Central Bank of Nigeria 
CBN, whose objectives is to help 
reduce unemployment rate in the 
country by helping young people 
have an alternative platform in 
improving their income by help-
ing them to start up their own 
businesses.

According to the Centre Man-
ager, the SSEDC also helps existing 
business owners to strengthen 
their business structures so that 

they can re-employ more people. 
Above all, he said the centre is 
targeted at job creation.

“The structure of the pro-
gramme is such that when people 
build competence, it gives them 
confidence to venture into busi-
ness. So the first thing is to help 
them build that confidence that is 
required and we have done quite 
a lot on that.

“You see people who ordinarily 
could not venture into business, 
but today are bread winners 
and expanding their businesses; 
when you go round, you see our 
students demonstrating their 
products in and around the centre. 
As at today, we have created over 
9,000 jobs since 2013,” he said.

“Our programme is 18 months 
engagement with every partici-
pant that comes to SSEDC. Now 
the first six weeks we engage 
them in class, teach them busi-
ness skills, we expose them to 
bigger business, show them how 
to manage resources, manage 
themselves, manage employees, 
expose them to all  that is required 
to make them to succeed,” he fur-
ther said.

Nnamani

F
ollowing the recent EIA 
approvals by the Federal 
Ministry of Environment 
for the Cross River State 

signature project, the superhigh-
way and the Bakassi deep seaport, 
over 71 companies are bidding to 
handle the projects.

Governor Ben Ayade disclosed 
this shortly on his arrival from 
Abuja, at the Margaret Ekpo Inter-
national Airport, Calabar.

His words: “The superhighway 
and deep seaport projects are in 
good progress. Only yesterday, 
there was a major opening of the 
bid and about 71 different com-
panies bided. We are using this 
opportunity to call on EFCC, ICPC, 
NGOs and other organisations to 
please come and watch the bid 
evaluation process which will take 
about 10 days.”

Governor Ayade maintained 
that the essence of inviting the 
anti-graft agencies was “to dem-
onstrate the transparency in the 
process of arriving at a preferred 
bidder commencing works under 
our proposed deep seaport and 
superhighway.”

The governor further added: 
“It is critical that we show trans-

71 firms to bid for C/River deep seaport, superhighway, says Ayade
parency because we have very 
massive bids and very big inter-
national companies will be par-
ticipating in the bids.”

On the funding of the projects, 
Ayade intimated: “As we speak 
today, nobody or organisation so 
far has put a dime on the project 
except those that have put direct 
technical services. We have no 
cash anywhere but we have the 
idea, intellect, knowledge and 
we know where to go and the 
investors that have the appetite 
for infrastructure in sub-Saharan 
Africa with emphasis on the Gulf 
of Guinea.”

Reasoning that Cross River will 
not compromise international 
best practices in the execution of 
the projects, Ayade said: “We will 
stay strictly with the regulations, 
provisions and tenets of the law, 
so that we will have a very bum-
per harvest,” pointing out that “as 
I put my hand on this and God 
with us, we shall overcome.” The 
governor also hinted that “a team 
from China will be in the state 
for some months, going from one 
local government area to another 
in order to do solid mineral map-
ping of Cross River, tell us in each 
local government what mineral 
economic value we have in deposit 
and giving us the coordinates.”

On the recent peace in the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) in the 
country after the Supreme Court 
ruling, Ayade said it was a healthy 
development for the people of 
Nigeria and indeed Africa.

“Nigeria is the leading light and 
our democracy must also demon-
strate that we are the leading light 
in all aspects. I think that PDP has a 
great opportunity to put our house 
together and work as a team and a 
solid party,” the governor stressed.

Continuing, Ayade prayed 
for President Buhari to return 
healthy and continue his good 
works, while appreciating the 
Acting President, Yemi Osinbajo, 
for holding forth for the President 
to come back.

He applauded former President 
Goodluck Jonathan “for demon-
strating maturity, inteligence, 
finesse and proper conduct by 
ceding power.”

 However, the  National Vice 
Chairman, South-South of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC), 
Hilliard Eta, has described the 
announcement by Ayade that 
over 70 companies are bidding for 
the superhighway and the deep 
seaport projects as laughable and 
a confirmation of the infantile dis-
position of the Governor. He said 
the governor will never cease from 
putting a lie to all his proposed sig-
nature projects thus making him 
remain in the news continuously 
for the wrong reasons. Eta whose 
statement was conveyed in a press 
release signed by his Chief Press 
Secretary, Bassey Ita, and made 
available to BDSUNDAY said: 
‘’Governor Ayade has remained 
consistently in the news for the 
wrong reasons’’.

According to the statement, 
“It is either he will be lying about 
signing an MoU or he will be lying 
about bringing in investors who 
will never come’’. He said: ‘’Ayade 
has not even defended the issue of 
the conditions given him for the 
superhighway construction when 
he came out again recently to talk 

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Army rejigs, empowers officers 
against militancy, criminality  

rAZAQ AYINlA, Abeokuta 
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…It is a blatant lie - APC chief
about the bidding process where 
over 70 companies are waiting in 
the wings to bid for the job along-
side the deep seaport.’’

Eta noted that the pranks fur-
ther put a lie on his signature 
projects ‘’thereby confirming our 
earlier suspicion that the state 
was being conned’’. The state-
ment maintained that the PDP 
government has no sincerity and 
goodwill to better the lot of the 
people of the state and urged that 
the Ayade administration should 
not be taken seriously for its mul-
tifarious deceptions.

On the rumoured planned 
defection of the Governor to the 
APC, the party leader said: ‘’Ayade 
has not consulted with us on his 
planned defection and so all that 
is being speculated is in the rumor 
mill”. The statement urged party 
officials and stakeholders not to 
be excited about an Ayade’s ex-
ploit in APC and should go about 
their normal party businesses. 
He described Ayade as heavily 
indebted to the good conscience 
of the people of Cross River who 
supported him to be governor 
but has turned around to be their 
albatross, stating that his planned 
programmes and projects will con-
tinue to be a still birth following 
his insincerity.                                          Ayade

C
oming at a period when 
the country is faced with 
myriads of security chal-
lenges ranging from Boko 

Haram insurgency in the North, 
militancy and kidnapping in the 
South, the Nigerian Army has de-
vised measures to reposition and 
empower officers against insur-
gency, militancy and other crimes. 

The competition was organised 
for warrant officers and senior 
non-commissioned officers under 
81 Division of Nigerian Army in 
Lagos and Ogun states, including 
81 Division Garrison, 45 Division 
Engineers, 9 Artillery Brigade, all 
in Lagos state and 35 Artillery Bri-
gade, Alamala, Abeokuta, but 35 
Artillery Brigade emerged overall 
winner with 1812 points.   

 The Nigerian Army staged a 
week-long competition which 
centres on weapons handling, 
shooting competition, combat 
swimming, map reading, physical 
fitness and obstacles crossing to 
reposition and empower combat-
ant soldiers including the warrant 
officers and senior non-commis-
sioned officers against militancy 
and insurgency. 

Speaking at the closing cer-

emony of 2017 Warrant Officers 
and Senior Non-Commissioned 
Officers’ Competition organised 
for officers under 81 Division of 
the Nigerian Army, namely, Lagos 
and Ogun states, Peter Dauke, 
Major General and Officer Com-
manding 81 Division, declared 
that the competition was meant 
to foster espirit-de-corps and instil 
talent and leadership traits in then 
officers.

The Officer Commanding 81 
Division noted that the competi-
tion came at a time when Nigeria 
needed intelligence and loyalty of 
military officers to combat multi-
faceted security challenges staring 
the country on the face, saying 
the move “is a continuation of 
the Nigerian Army training circle 
which is aimed at empowering 
individuals and enhancing profes-
sionalism.” 

While explaining that the com-
petition was conducted in compli-
ance with the Chief of Army Staff 
Training Directive for the year 
2017, Major General Dauke said 
the training had a critical role in 
attaining professionalism in line 
with Chief of Army Staff vision 
which is to have a professionally 
responsive Nigerian Army in the 
discharge of its constitutional 
roles. 

...organises shooting competition, others
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News 
We want to build professional capacity
 in development sector - Nwodo Jr

T
he Knowle dge ex-
change Centre, as part 
of its direct response 
to the huge knowledge 
gap existing in the field 

of development policy and social 
studies, has awarded the 2017/18 
Scholarship to Onwuchekwa 
Obiora Obasi which is the second 
in the series.

The scholarship programme 
according to Charles Nwodo Jnr, 
chairman, KEC Board of Trustees, 
is to contribute actively to knowl-
edge and simultaneously increase 
employability skills of the schol-
arship beneficiaries directly and 
other young people indirectly for 
the overall greater social impact of 
the youth of Nigeria and the West 
Africa sub-region.

Nwodo, while speaking at the 
award presentation in Lagos, said 
the Knowledge Exchange Cen-
tre Annual Scholarship Award 
provides full scholarship for the 
Executive Masters in Develop-
ment Policies and Practices (DPP) 
Programme at the Graduate Insti-
tute of the University of Geneva, 
Switzerland.

According to him, “This pro-
gramme provides strategic analy-
sis tools useful in a large segment 

of sectoral and cultural study 
areas and enhances the capacity 
of participants as thought leaders 
and innovation champions in the 
public and not for profit sectors of 
the global arena”.

“Participants in the programme 
are kept small, and pooled from all 
the regions of the world in a highly 
competitive selection process. It is 
therefore, a great privilege to be 
selected for the DPP programme 
and KEC is honoured to partner 
with the Graduate Institute for the 

scholarship award,” he said.
He congratulated Onwuch-

ekwa Obiora Obasi for emerging 
tops in the highly competitive 
selection process, adding that he 
look forward with great expec-
tation to the completion of the 
DPP programme by him and the 
deployment of the knowledge 
and enhanced capacity from the 
programme to the advancement 
of the course of socio-economic 
development of the country and 
sub-region under the auspices of 

the KEC.
Maria Glover, executive sec-

retary, KEC observes that Nigeria 
and Africa at large suffer from poor 
implementation of sound and sus-
tainable policies that support and 
foster growth and development.

According to her, “There is the 
need to implement sound and 
sustainable policies that will ad-
dress many of our socioeconomic 
and infrastructural challenges and 
bring about the change Nigeria 
and millions of Nigerians deserve”.

Chapp-Jumbo (Middle), wife and grandson, celebrated by envestors in the Port Harcourt

Chapp-Jumbo, Bonny entrepreneur, shows others the way

M
ost youths in Bonny 
Island of Rivers State, 
host of one of the 
world’s largest gas liq-

uefaction plants in the world, often 
want to be employed or even be 
pampered all through life, like most 
other privileged youth everywhere 
else in the oil region. This is not so 
for Chapp-Jumbo, now the Amapu-
Senibo, a high chieftaincy title in 
the Grand Bonny Kingdom.

In September 1999, he was in the 
thick and thin of the peoples revolt 
against the takeover of the land 
and injustices against the Bonny 
people. The revolt forced the then 
president, Olusegun Obasanjo to 
fly down to the state and hold dia-
logues that have solved problems 
to this day, albeit winning many 
goodies for the people.

Today, Biekpo Jonathan Chapp-
Jumbo of the famous Jumbo war 
canoe house of Grand Bonny is seen 
by youth of Rivers State as a man 
in charge of his own destiny, the 
founder and managing director of 
Bie-Usha, an engineering firm that 
fabricates things and does intricate 
jobs in the creeks for oil companies 
and the NLNG.

 He is known to support many 
young entrepreneurs to find their 
bearing and to teach the youth of 

the kingdom how not to depend on 
handouts or paid employments. He 
is today a trustee and pillar of the 
Rivers Entrepreneurs and Investors 
Forum (REIF).

On the day, July 7, 2017, that Mi-
chael Arrion, the EU Ambassador 
to Nigeria was to wave goodbye to 
Port Harcourt business community 
led by the first governor of the Old 
Rivers State, Alfred Diete-Spiff, this 
dogged man was exactly 60 years 
and was celebrated by REIF and 
the top crowd.

On July 16, the crowd moved 
across the waters to Bonny Island 
showed solidarity with a man 
that had stood by the youth over 
the decades. His constant refrain 
is his being on his feet up to this 
time, probably referring to bouts 
of ill-health that swept him off feet 
in 2016.

He said: “My greatest happiness 
in life is that I am among my equals 
and alive to see my friends always”. 
Many testified to his passion of 
helping many persons, his younger 

ones, relations, friends, and sincere 
seekers. He trained many persons 
in school and is sought after when 
it comes to linking friends to suc-
cesses.

His key advice to growing per-
sons in the region is never to rely on 
wealth made by their fathers but to 
break the rock and create their own 
paths in life. He is quick to give, do-
nate and give again, including blood 
to needy friends and relations. “My 
number one philosophy is seek first 
the happiness of my friends”.

A
bia State Polytechnic, 
Aba, may be the first 
polytechnic in Nigeria 
to assemble, produce 

and own a brand of made-in-
Nigeria Poly Smart phones and 
tablets.

Alicho Kalu Emmanuel (an 
engineer) and Executive Direc-
tor, Minda Advanced Technolo-
gies Limited gave the hint in Aba 
during a one-day Abia Polytech-
nic Students’ Entrepreneurs/
Business Leaders Interactive 
Conference.

Alicho during the Conference 
with theme ‘Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation: A Pathway For 
Economic Growth And Eco-
nomic Development’ noted that 
Nigerian Tertiary Institutions 
have been flooding the well 
saturated labour market with 
unprecedented number of fresh 
graduates annually to seek in 
vain, non-existing jobs

“As economies worldwide 
witness the emergence of new 
business models within the 
entrepreneurial realms; deal 
with new funding platforms, 
adopt new ways of organising 
ventures, myriads of undertak-
ings are spanning commercial 
and social initiatives emerging 
from urgent question involv-
ing academic, government and 
industries in a period of eco-
nomic downturn and uncer-
tainties both in the developed 
and emerging economies. The 
urgency and interest elicited 
by these have become evident 
in the wider governmental 
initiatives to drive entrepre-
neurship and job creation,” he 
observed.

The Chief Executive of Minda 
Advanced Technologies said in 
response to this critical situation 
in the country, Federal Govern-
ment came up with a National 
policy on Entrepreneurship Edu-
cation mandating all tertiary in-
stitutions to establish Entrepre-
neurship Development centres 
to promote entrepreneurship, 
skill acquisition and train under-
graduates to be entrepreneurs in 
order to be employers of labour 
and job creators instead of being 
seekers.

Alicho hinted that in order to 
bridge the gap of unemployment 
of youths  in the state and by ex-
tension Nigeria, his organisation 
in collaboration with Abia State 
Polytechnic has introduced a 
short term ICT certificate course 
based on hand practical skill ac-
quisition and training on Mobil 
phone repairs, refurbishing and 
de-manufacture.

Friday Ezionye Eboh, a pro-
fessor, the Acting Rector, Abia 
State Polytechnic, Aba, in his 
opening remarks noted that 
the organisation of the event at 
Abia Poly would go a long way 
to motivating the spirit of entre-
preneurship in Aba.

Abia Poly to begin 
own smart phones 
manufacturing soon
UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

KELECHI EWUZIE

IGnAtIUs CHUKWU

L-R: Innocent Chukwuma, regional director, Ford Foundation; Maria Glover, executive secretary, KEC;  Roli Nwodo; Obiora Obasi, 
recipient of KEC Scholarship Award for 2017;  Charles Nwodo Jnr., chairman Board of Trustees of KEC; Uzo Oshogwe, MD/CEO, 
Afriland Properties; Kole Olowofoyeku, founder, The Nigerian Development Foundation at the KEC scholarship presentation in 
Lagos.



Hygeia launches retail 
healthcare platform

H
ygeia, Nigeria’s 
leading Health 
Management Or-
ganisation (HMO) 

has launched a retail health-
care platform to provide ac-
cess to quality healthcare 
services for Nigerians.

The retail healthcare 
platform is a collection for 
solutions to retirees, small 
business, dependents, domes-
tic staffs, and unemployed 
youths among others who 
had very few provisions in 
the Nigerian HMO industry.

 “The retail healthcare 
platform is just one of the 
many innovations of Hygeia 
this year. The launch is one 
of the most fundamental 
innovations in Nigeria and 
through this we have the 
potential to change so many 
lives too quickly and make 
a significant difference in 
Nigeria which is our main 
objectives as investors” Yann 
Pambou, director, Hygeia Ni-
geria said during the launch 
of the platform on Friday in 
Lagos.

 “We are focusing on the 
entire value chain and eco-
systems. We have taken time 
to improve the experience 
of both enrolees, caregivers-
providers in our retail plans 
to provide clear solutions to 
everyday life style and needs 
making them important parts 
of the infrastructure and ulti-
mately  the culture of the av-
erage Nigerian,” Pambou said.

According to experts, the 
Hygeia retail healthcare plat-
form will provide solutions 
to questions regarding health 
needs of Nigerians, ranging 

from personal needs, to cor-
porate and even individual’s 
longing for philanthropic 
services.

“What Hygeia is trying to 
do is to ensure that healthcare 
can get to as many people as 
it can and as far as it can go 
in the country,” said Obinnia 
Abajue, CEO, Hygeia Nigeria.

“We are providing an end 
to end service which is afford-
able to all Nigerians,” Abajue 
added.

Also speaking during 
the launch, Michelle Elegbe, 
managing director, Inter-
switch, said “Hygeia has 
shown leadership to tackle 
the problem of going retail 
in the health sector. So what 
we have done at interswitch 
is to provide them with the 
technology to be able to 
reduce the cost to serve and 
because that cost has been 
reduced it is now possible to 
take health insurance retail.”

 According to Elegbe, the 
country is facing a lot of chal-
lenge owing to the inability of 
its citizens to have access to 
adequate healthcare delivery, 
stating that the healthcare 
platform is a right set to ad-
dress the issues.  He urged 
Nigerians to come on board 
on the Hygeia platform by 
downloading the mobile app.

 Yewande Sadiku, execu-
tive secretary and CEO Nige-
rian Investment Promotion 
Commission (NIPC) in her 
Keynote address said that the 
organisation has demonstrat-
ed its long term commitment 
to the country’s health indus-
try, urging other domestic and 
international organisations to 
emulate them and tap from 
the enormous opportunities 
in Nigeria’s health sector.

News 

Corporation, a leading Gin-
seng-producing company in 
the world.

Korean Ginseng is the 
most famous herbal supple-
ment throughout Asia and 
other parts of the world for 
its health effects as a dietary 
supplement, a health food, 
and an ingredient in tradi-
tional medicines.

The benefits of Korean 
Red Ginseng include sup-
port of the immune system, 
support energy and stamina, 
blood circulation and memo-
ry functions.

Speaking during the 

MarvegloPlus, Korean Ginseng Corporation, 
introduce red ginseng product in Nigeria

launch of the product over 
the weekend in Lagos, the 
chairman of MarvegloPlus 
Limited, Lekan Oyegbade, 
said: “CheongKwanJang 
Korean Red Ginseng is very 
unique, powerful with 
proven result of efficacy for 
over two thousand years.”

He added that the prod-
uct has been certified by 
regulatory agencies, includ-
ing National Agency for 
Food and Drugs Adminis-
tration and Control (NAF-
DAC), for consumption by 
all age groups, affordable 
and now available across 

the country.
It is made of highly con-

centrated six-year-grown 
Korean Red Ginseng roots, 
processed using cutting-edge 
technology that retains the 
rich flavor of ginseng and 
its active components at 
an optimal level to help the 
body resist various ailments, 
including malaria.

Oyegbade further ex-
plained that CheongKwan-
Jang Korean Red Ginseng 
contains a rich variety of gin-
senosides (a class of natural 
products that help to activate 
the cellular functions of the 
body, while strengthening 
immunity) and active com-
pounds.

‘’MarvegloPlus Limited 
and the Korean Red Ginseng 
Corporation did not enter 
into an agreement for the 
purpose of bringing products 
to Nigeria but to ensure that 
Nigerians have access to 
something that is proven to 
work as described’’, adding 
that, ‘’we are committed to 
ensure that Nigerians have a 
better life with special focus 
on wellness’’.

The chairman restated 
the commitment of Mar-
vegloPlus Limited to pro-
mote healthy living among 
Nigerians, and expressed 
the company’s gratitude to 
Korean Red Ginseng Cor-
poration, MarvegloPlus and 
other stakeholders, for their 
support and confidence in 
the Nigerian economy.

 

L-R: Tom Kim, executive director, Marveglo Plus UK; manager, Korea Ginseng Corporation, Seri Park; 
managing director, Marveglo Plus Nigeria, Bukola Oyegbade; chairman, Marveglo Plus Nigeria, Lekan 
Oyegbade group chairman, Marveglo Plus US, I.K. Kim and director, Research & Development, Korea 
Ginseng Corporation, Lee Sangmin, during the launch of Korean Red Ginseng immune boosting and 
health product in Lagos.

T
o further boost the 
immune system, 
fitness, life expec-
tancy and overall 
healthy living of 

Nigerians, MarvegloPlus 
Limited has introduced the 
world acclaimed Korean Red 
Ginseng product, known as

CheongKwanJang Ko-
rean Red Ginseng, into the 
Nigerian market.

The introduction of the 
product in Nigeria is in part-
nership with Korea Ginseng 

JosepHine okoJie
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T
he Head of Depart-
ment of Computer 
Sciences, Univer-
sity of Lagos, Flor-

ence Oladeji has called for 
an improvement in Com-
puter Education in Nigeria. 
She expressed concerns 
that ICT which was needed 
for students to function 
properly in this technol-
ogy century, was poorly 
taught due to insufficient 
resources.

Oladeji made this call 
recently during a send 
forth programme organ-
ised in honour of three 
retired professors and six 
non-academic staffers, held 
at the Faculty of Science 
Board Room, Unilag, La-
gos with notable academic 
dons, professionals, clergy 
men, business moguls and 
corporate organisations in 
attendance.

Experts want improvement in computer education
The academic urged 

the government to tackle 
power outage, to enable 
students use computer 
effectively. She said: “De-
spite that everything in 
our world is now about 
computer, computer edu-
cation in primary and 
secondary education in 
schools is still low. Most 
schools don’t even have 
ICT facilities, while those 
that have no light or in-
verter to power the com-
puters. Also, the members 
of the staff are not even 
subjected to adequate 
training to fully impart 
the students.”

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
should put to use all neces-
sary resources to ensure 
that there is power supply. 
Kanji Dam should not be 
the source of power, more 
resources should be made 
to generate power. If this 
provision is made our chil-
dren will be more produc-

tive and do exploits, just like 
foreign students who design 
most of the applications we 
use today,” she added.

Oladeji lauded the sig-
nificant impacts of the re-
tirees, noting that they had 
left good legacies and land 
mark achievements that 
cannot be forgotten.

The retirees are Profes-
sor Joshua Ayeni, Pro-
fessor Harrison Longe; 
E m e r i t u s  P r o f e s s o r 
Maje e d Abass;  Ezekiel 
Omole ,  Ademola All i , 
Solomon Aremo, Oribayo 
Ramota, Oludipe Kayode, 
and Titiolola Odubela.

While speaking at the 
event, the former Deputy 
Vice Chancellor (Manage-
ment) Prof. Duro Oni who 
was acting in place of the 
Chairman of the occasion 
Prof. Ibidapo Obe (former 
vice-chancellor Unilag) 
lauded the Department of 
Computer Science for tak-
ing the initiative to send off 

their staff  in grand style 
after they have put on long 
years of meritorious ser-
vice. He called on other 

departments to emulate the 
gesture as the university is 
the place where a country’s 
manpower is produced and 

seyi JoHn salau

due acknowledgement of 
the contributions of these 
academics must be reck-
oned with.

osa Victor obayagbona        

...as unilag honours 3 retired professors

L-R: Professor Majeed Olayide Abass, Prof Joshua Ojo Akindele, Prof Charles Uwadia and Prof Harrison 
Oloruntade Longe.



NewsFeature

E
ducation is said to be 
Nigeria’s biggest in-
dustry with the largest 
annual public budget 
after defence but often 

larger than stated due to huge 
private sector investments. Yet, 
Nigeria’s education is always 
placed on alarm mode of near-
collapse. This has caused an end-
less debate of whether Nigeria’s 
standard of education is falling 
or not. On one hand, the nation 
has very poor education in most 
public schools lacking barely ev-
erything. On the other hand, the 
nation also produces some of the 
best brains around the world, 
and some of the best schools in 
the world, often from private 
sector investment. The strange 
thing is the mix coming from 
products of both sectors coming 
to play in the same society.

This situation was examined 
on June 30, 2017, at the graduat-
ing ceremony of one of the best 
secondary schools in Nigeria, 
Showers Group in Port Harcourt. 
A new angle was revealed when 
the CEO of Showers, Emilia 
Ekama Akpan, who is also the 
national deputy president of 
the Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria (MAN), showed that 
classroom brilliance and work 
alone would not produce the 
rounded intellectual and leader 
but one produced by a balanced 
home training, spiritual upbring-
ing, and then, the school. If this 
is not treated, the society would 
inherit machines without a soul 
and all books without character. 
Leadership would fail.

So, most of the over 50 medi-
cal doctors and hundreds of 
lawyers and engineers and 
thousands of other profession-
als so far produced in Showers 
post a difference beyond ‘aca-
da’. They know Christ deeply, 
they take responsibility, they 
face challenges squarely, they 
excel without help. The ‘Show-
ers Angels’ are known around 
the world for these attributes, 
she said.

It was at this juncture that 
one of Nigeria’s foremost medical 
professors, Aniekan Ekere, took 
on the task of tracing the reasons 
behind the threat to Nigeria’s 
national stability and decline. He 
agreed with another professor 
who had theorised that ‘Collapse 
of Education is collapse of a na-
tion” and did a case study with 
Nigeria. He began by tracing the 
three phases of Nigeria’s educa-
tional development: Pre-Literate 
era, Islamic era, and Western era. 
“Pre-literate era: Apprenticeship 
system or guild system: Skills 
were resident in families and 
this was passed from father to 
child or those that came to serve 
them. Result is that everybody 
was employed; crime was little. 
Disadvantage: Knowledge was 
not documented. If this system 

Somtochukwu Chidinma Ononogbu

‘Collapse of education is collapse of a nation’
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was allowed to evolve or be 
improved upon, it would have 
become an indigenous system of 
education and the best.’

He went on: “Islamic system: 
It came into existence in the 11th 
Century during the Kanem era. 
This era came to Hausa land in 
the 14th century. Usman Dan Fo-
dio pushed it down to Western 
Nigeria. This was built around 
Arabic language.’

The next he said is Western 
era. “Methodist Church came 
in 1842 and by 1844, mission-
ary primary schools came at 
Badagry. This attracted im-
migrant teachers. By 1857, the 
CMS Grammar School came. By 
1955, the West and East regional 
governments got into owner-
ship of schools. WAEC was set 
up in 1952 to regulate the exams 
that would follow. By 1960, five 
universities were set up whereas 
a panel set up recommended 
four, each per region. Instead, 
the West alone was given three 
(Lagos, Ife and Ibadan), plus UNN 
and ABU. This is how inequality 
in education began. By 1965, a 
total of 1395 university students 
were admitted in Nigerian uni-
versities and this grew to 25,000 
in 1999.’

Evil also came into schools. 
“In 1958, Wole Soyinka intro-
duced the Pirates Confrater-
nity in the university probably 
to counter sorting by the rich 
(and fight injustices by lectur-
ers).  This later exploded in 
proliferation of cult groups and 
rivalry in universities and now 
in secondary schools. Products 
of campus cultism are the poli-

ticians of today. So, collapse of 
education led to collapse of 
the economy. The uneducated 
began to lead us.”

This thought on education 
took a notch higher when the 
board chairman of Showers, 
the engineer, Anthoby Akpan, 
pointed to the voice of the sec-
ond president of the United 
States of America, Adams Smith, 
said: “I will study war and poli-
tics so my children can study 
Agriculture and Industry. My 
children will study Agric/In-
dustry (prosperity) so that their 
own children can study Art and 
Culture (enjoy life).” This shows 
that one generation must make 
the sacrifices that would make 
room for the next generation to 
prosper or to enjoy. This is an-
other way to say that the lunch 
you eat today was paid for by 
your grandfathers.

He went on: “The rich dis-
cuss quality of life, the masses 
discuss survival because garri 
is now N40,000 per bag and 
rice is over N20,000 per bag. 
Many wonder how the poor 
feed these days. Education is the 
only weapon that can change 
that; and that is why the Akpan 
family is involved in education 
investments. Showers Group 
has decided to up the educa-
tion game of Showers Christian 
Schools by exposing the students 
into strategic studies and deci-
sion-making outside their core 
courses. This is to prepare them 
to future challenges. Showers 
Group is saddened by revela-
tions about subtle introduction 
of unsavoury content in some 
subjects in school. We assure 
our parents that this school will 
never be part of such practice. 
Schools should look at syllabuses 

critically before adopting them 
for their students”.

The CEO (Ekama Akpan) says 
she is ever proud of the kind of 
students produced in Showers. 
“Showers group says no to cheat-
ing in exam halls. We encourage 
students who fail to learn from 
it and pull themselves up. When 
you learn to manage failure, you 
can face life. We dismiss any 
teacher who tries to introduce 
cheating, and many students re-
belled against such because they 
are ever ready to pass excellently 
on their own”.

She mentioned many medical 
doctors and other professionals 
that built their backbones at 
Showers, such as Jessica Richard 
Efa and Somtochukwu Chidin-
ma Ononogbu who posted out-
standing results in universities 
around the world. “Our teach-
ers are committed and are paid 
reasonably well, with very good 
welfare package for their wards. 
Sometimes meeting the cost of 
maintenance, we have managed 
to float. We are however look-
ing for support to get out more 
students who will defend their 
results.  ‘Cheating not an op-
tion’, is our policy. Some doctors 
that recently graduated from 
KNUST Ghana, have one thing 
in common. Cambridge A-levels 
- Class of 2011.  This enabled 
them to pass the final medical 
examination at first sitting.  I was 
informed 51 of their classmates, 
including the Ghanaians, were 
not fortunate.”

Is quality of education still 
poor in Nigeria? The debate 
continues.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

The rich discuss quality of life, the 
masses discuss survival because garri is 
now N40,000 per bag and rice is over 
N20,000 per bag. Many wonder how 
the poor feed these days. Education is 

the only weapon that can change that; 
and that is why the Akpan family is 
involved in education investments

Jessica Richard Efa 
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Feature
Is it time to embrace commercial agriculture?

A
ccording to the 
United Nation, 
thre e African 
countries includ-
ing Nigeria are 

facing serious food crisis with 
nearly 16 million people in 
the affected countries be-
ing at the risk of dying of 
hunger within few months. 
The other two countries in 
similar situation are Somalia 
and South Sudan.

Nigeria is endowed with 
vast land for agricultural 
production which readily 
supports the cultivation of 
a wide variety of food crops 
in almost all parts of the 
country.  Its weather condi-
tion is also favourable and 
the application of irrigation 
in sections of the country 
has been practised for years. 
Sadly, though, the country 
has not been able to provide 
enough food for its citizens 
and the threats of food crises 
and chronic food shortages 
are quite alarming.

Since every cloud has a 
silver lining, it seems the 
increase in the price of  food 
items in  some parts of the 
country and the commence-
ment of yam exports by farm-
ers in the middle belt, have 
brought to the fore the ques-
tion if it is not time to em-
brace commercial agriculture 
as a way out.

Though the country may 
not have witnessed famine 
where thousands would be 
dying of hunger and starva-
tion but the gravity of food 
shortages in the country has 
been felt in many parts.

Apart from severe hun-
ger and malnutrition in the 
North Eastern part of the 
country due to the activities 
of insurgents, getting enough 
food to feed millions of Nige-
rians across the country has 
become a major challenge.

Thought it might be safe 
to assume that hunger and 
famine might not be felt in 
some parts of the country 
other than those  areas  af-
fected by Boko Haram  this is 
not the case  in many other 
sections of the country as  
grains like rice and beans 
sold in southern part of the 
country usually come from 
the northern part.

According to analysts, as 
the farmers are displaced, 
they abandon farming ac-
tivities and the impact is felt 
across the country.

A recent survey of food 
prices has it that garri, the 
most widely available staple 
for many people in the south-
ern part of the country has 
witnessed an astronomical 

increase in its price such that 
it is no longer affordable by 
many households. Prices of 
other food items like rice 
and beans are also not very 
friendly.

The irony of it all is that 
though the country is en-
dowed with rich arable land, 
it has not yet been able to 
feed its people.

In Akwa Ibom State which 
depends mostly on its food 
needs from supplies by other 
states, any crisis of sort in the 
supplier states often results in 
disruption of food items and 
the effect is often severe food 
shortages.

For instance, whenever 
an issue of bad road between 
Akwa Ibom and any of its 
neighbouring states particu-
larly Cross River State crops 
up, it does usually tell on the 
food prices.  Same is also the 
case when there is a com-
munal crisis and boundary 
disputes between the states. 
In the case of bad roads, it 
occurs most often during the 
rainy season while dispute of 
farm lands are most prevalent 
during planting seasons. As it 
has been observed, the peri-
ods often record increase in 
food prices.

According to Governor 
Udom Emmanuel,  it is sad 
that Akwa Ibom should be 
experiencing high cost of 
food items due mainly as a 

result of issues that occur 
in other states, pointing out 
that the advantages of good 
roads being built by the state 
government is to assist com-
munities evacuate food items 
from the rural areas to the 
urban centres.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of a new road in Nsit Atai 
Local Government Area, a 
community noted for its rich 
agricultural land and farm-
ing potentials, he expressed 
the optimism that with the 
inauguration of the road, it 
would pave the way for the 
people to be actively engaged 
in farming activities and be 
able to reap the benefit of the 
good roads.

“Now that this community 
has good roads,  it will enable 
the people to evacuate their 
food produce with ease to the 
urban centres for buyers, it is 
sad that Akwa Ibom should 
witness food crisis whenever  
there are issues in neighbour-
ing states,’’ Governor Em-
manuel said.

Experts however, believe 
that achieving food suffi-
ciency goes beyond the pro-
vision of good roads, saying 
that the method of farming 
and agriculture should be 
improved. According to them, 
one way of doing this is to 
embrace large scale farming 
and mechanised agriculture 
rather than subsistence farm-

ing which has been the norm 
for centuries in some states of 
the federation.

According to Uduak Ekene, 
managing director and chief 
executive officer of Kanak 
farms with specialty in fin-
gerlings production, farming 
should be seen as a profession 
and not a part time business, 
adding that if it is seen as a 
profession and one’s liveli-
hood depending on it, other 
things would come into play 
and one would be able to pay 
one’s bills conveniently.

Suggesting that rich people 
should go into large scale 
farming to feed the poor, he 
maintained that government 
should have no business in 
agriculture except to provide 
the enabling environment as 
well as providing grants to 
farmers.

“Commercial agriculture 
or organised agriculture is 
the only way you can pay 
your bill without sweat. If 
you know what you are do-
ing and bring technology into 
it, you will be able to make 
your way.  Everybody cannot 
be a farmer, it is not every-
body that can do commercial 
farming; commercial farming 
needs one to go for training, 
mentorship and one needs to 
have a know-how on how to 
apply knowledge as a well as 
a good knowledge in financial 
management,” he said.

Ekene, who is a member of 
Board of Trustees of cat fish 
farmers association in Nigeria 
and secretary of the Akwa 
Ibom branch as well as a 
mechanised fish farming con-
sultant explained: “The fish 
farming that I am into at the 
moment is elitist and not for 
the poor. A bag of fish feed is 
N10, 000 and for you to feed 
100 fish from juvenile stage 
to table size, you need eight 
bags of it; this simply means 
that if you want to feed 1000 
fishes, you need  eighty bags 
and not many can afford this.

“You can give a cassava 
farmer N50,000 and he makes 
his way but you cannot give 
a fish farmer such  amount. 
To build a fish pond that can 
accommodate 1000 fish, you 
need about N470,000,” he 
said.

“The problem of farming is 
this, if you establish a farm, it 
must take care of itself,  this 
means that the salary paid to 
the workers must be gener-
ated by the farm. Why gov-
ernment cannot succeed in 
this regard is that once it sets 
up any venture, the wage bill 
will become too enormous. 
As you know, everybody 
will be talking about salary 
and if your salary depends on 
what you produce, you will 
put more effort to make sure 
that it works.  That is why 
government has no business 
in business. All they can do is 
to provide enabling environ-
ment and provide grants,” he 
said.

Giving an insight into the 
high returns on investment 
in commercial agriculture, 
he said being a farmer should 
be a passion because of the 
benefits it brings, saying he 
has found joy and happiness 
as a farmer.

“I did pineapple farming 
for three years, the first year, 
I leased the plot of land and 
planted over 4,000 suckers 
of pineapples and the aver-
age amount of money I put in 
was N30 per sucker. I bought 
sucker at the rate of N10 each 
and N20 for fertiliser for each 
sucker. After 18 months of 
proper care, I sold the pine-
apple N150 each and I made 
a profit of over 200 percent, 
no bank in the country can 
give a  loan that would yield 
such a profit,” he further said.

Indeed, commercial agri-
culture or large scale farming 
seems to be the way out of 
the country’s inability to feed 
its citizens and can provide a 
lasting solution to the ever-
rising prices of basic food 
commodities in the country.

With the escalating cost of food items in the country and the threat of hunger and starvation, it seems time has come for Nigerians to 
embrace commercial agriculture as a way out of the looming uncertainty, writes ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK.
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Drilling on trouble’s porch

F
ar across the horizon, thick plumes 
of dust rose in the face of the seeth-
ing sun, sitting just above the dry 
crust of parched earth. This was not 
unusual in Jibi, 50 kilometres from 

Maiduguri, capital of Borno State where dust 
hazes often cloud the sky.

The strange thing was how the ground 
had begun to creak with a tremor loud as the 
pounding of a thousand hoofs of horses, and 
how the dust rose from every direction.

“They are here!” cried Musa, (not real name), 
engaged by the army to help navigate local ter-
rain. Bloodshot eyes, his hands shivered as he 
tried to steady his rifle. He could feel his stom-
ach tighten as his rubbery knees defied every 
impulse to bolt.At once the soldiers snapped 
out of cars and makeshift tents for the nearest 
rifle. Frenzied shouts and a hail of gunfire set 
in chaos. In the past, they could radio for help, 
draw up a battle formation and even knock 
together an exit strategy as Boko Haram battle 
cry rings in unison with the thundery ta-ta-ta-
ta—ta of Kalashnikovs.

But July 25 was different. It was just dust 
and gunfire and blood.

Musa dived on the ground as the bullets 
wheezed past his ears. A sharp pain shot up his 
left side where he landed on a geophone con-
nected to one of the vibrator trucks brought 
by the oil prospectors.

One of the professors from the University 
of Maiduguri had explained to him the previ-
ous week that they used the equipment among 
others to get a sound picture beneath the 
surface of the ground to know where to drill. 
However, listening to the geophone now, Musa 
could hear was own blood hum.

This was a bad idea.
Not to the government in Abuja. The obses-

sion to find oil in large swaths of desert land 
around the Lake Chad Basin has bothered on 
mania.

Prospecting for oil began when Buhari 
was appointed oil minister under the military 
regime of Olusegun Obasanjo in 1976, buoyed 
by discoveries in the Niger and Chad ends of 
the Lake Chad. After toppling the democrati-
cally elected government of Shehu Shagari 
in 1983, Buhari as military dictator splurged 
huge resources in a phantom quest for oil. He 
returned as president in 2015, and the next 
year ordered Maikanti Baru, NNPC group 
managing director to make finding oil in the 
north a priority.

Drilling in the north has the overt objective 
of deepening Nigeria’s estimated 37billion bar-
rels oil reserve but in reality, it reeks of sectional 
ambition to make the north an oil producing 
region regardless of the cost.

“Though it is too early to be categorical, there 
is a possibility that we may find oil in commer-
cial quantity in the Chad Basin because of the 
discoveries of commercial hydrocarbon depos-
its in neighbouring countries of Chad, Niger and 
Sudan which have similar structural settings 
with the Chad Basin. Therefore, it is prudent 
to aggressively explore the Chad Basin for pos-
sible hydrocarbon deposits,” Alison- Madueke 
as petroleum minister said in 2010.

After a fruitless search for nearly five years, 
the project was scrapped. Some of those leading 
the charge were the same people who super-
intended over failed efforts years ago. Usually, 
bureaucratic institutions are not structured so 
that principals receive unvarnished feedback 

from subordinates.
Otherwise, the president would have re-

ceived a feedback in the form of a memo that 
began with: ‘With all due respect, Sir, if you 
want to know what fart sounds like, just read 
over your last memo ordering us to go drilling 
for crude oil in the Lake Chad basin.’

In denial
Perhaps the decision to go in search of oil in 

the north at this time is the clearest evidence 
of a government in denial, ostensibly peopled 
with characters who reason as though rigor 
mortis has set in on their intellect.

Which was exactly how Musa felt, as he 
crawled under one of the vibrator trucks, as 
bombs and bullets rend the air.

The suddenness of the attack had knocked 
off the possibility of quickly summoning help. 
Members of the Civilian Joint Task Force 
and the soldiers were returning fire but their 
flanks had been compromised and were being 
gunned down from behind.

By some accounts, at 9pm rescue was yet to 
come. None of the over 40 people in the area 
could be accounted for as oil workers and sci-
entists fled across a wide expanse of mostly arid 
land with the occasional shrubs and backwater 
villages for cover.

NNPC has been mandated to drill over 
600,000 square kilometres in the Gongola 
Basin of the Benue trough including areas deep 
into the borders of the Lake Chad Basin. In 
October 2016, the national oil company said it 
would acquire 33,550 sq km of 3-D seismic data 
for processing in a bid to get a clearer picture of 
oil reserves in the area.

Yet this is one of the most volatile regions in 
Africa. “Nigeria and Chad have fought a series 
of border skirmishes in the 1970s over control 
of the basin. Their disputes remain unresolved. 
There is still ambiguity over ownership of 
a number of islands in Lake Chad. There’s 
been ongoing diplomatic posturing and local 
communal conflicts between Nigeria, Chad 
and Cameroon over control of the ecological 
basin. Nigeria’s intention to drill new oil fields 
will only heighten the stakes of these tensions 

and lead to violence,” said Kingsley Sawyerr an 
energy lawyer.

Nigeria is relying solely on its army’s word 
that Boko Haram has been contained, but 
frequent assaults by the insurgents suggest 
that Nigerians have been served coloured 
water as juice.

Releases by the military on combat activi-
ties to end the insurgency, code-named ‘Lafiya 
Dole’, employs colourful language that so often 
obfuscate substance. Insurgents are ‘neutral-
ised’ or soldiers are ordered to give a ‘decisive 
punch’ to radicals.

Occasionally, there is the release about 
surrendered insurgents being ‘air lifted for de-
radicalisation,’ thrown into the mix to mollify 
Human Rights Watch.

But there are times words are not enough, 
no matter how well they are adorned. Like 
on July 26, when news trickled in that nine 
soldiers had been killed following the foiled 
kidnap of 10 geologists from the University of 
Maiduguri who were among the prospectors.

There were no figures for the Civilian JTF 
and the local hunters, or the contract workers 
that were killed in the skirmish. Apparently, 
some dead are more equal than others.

Last year, at the 2016 National Association 
of Petroleum Economists conference in Lagos, 
geoscientists said there are teething challenges 
militating against oil field development in the 
Chad Basin, prominent of which is the integrity 
and mapping of oil wells.

Government has said that currently over 
600,000 seismic section and 30,000 wells log 
are being scanned and rectorised in good time 
for the eventual drilling. This is after 23 wells 
have been drilled with two of the wells, Wadi-1 
and Kinsar, encountering non-commercial gas.

Experts say that is due to the formation in 
these basins which make it difficult to estimate 
appropriate levels of oil wells and the prospect 
areas. They suggest the deployment of intel-
ligent well appraisal systems, transmission 
of real-time well data to specialists across the 
globe which will involve Broadband capac-
ity technology. Needless to say, Nigeria does 

not have the capacity to carry out complex 
operations in the trough nor the resources to 
engage professionals. This is a key reason why 
International oil companies shunned drilling 
in the north.

Besides the hazardous terrain, economics 
does not favour an oil search in the north at 
this time – or anytime again.

“While there are about 37 billion barrels of 
proven oil reserves and about 187 trillion stan-
dard cubic feet of gas in the South of Nigeria, 
what we want to explore in the North is an 
unproven reserve of about 2.3 billion barrels 
of oil reserves and about 14.65 trillion standard 
cubic feet of natural gas available for four or 
more countries in the Chad Basin,” said Henry 
Biose of the Petroleum Economics, with the 
University of Port Harcourt.

Biose said further, “If you do the cost benefit 
analysis, you can see that it is not viable in the 
short and medium term.

Already the NNPC has spent over N130bil-
lion according to information government 
officials have provided in the effort.

Global conditions do not also favour this 
action. Oil prices are struggling to leave $40 
per barrel floor when they sold for over $100 
per barrel in 2014. Goldman Sachs, a leading 
global investment firm called on Nigeria and 
other developing nations to lower oil produc-
tion taxes to remain competitive in a world 
where shale producers with 50 percent of their 
projects now short-cycle, marked by lower 
costs and fallen break-even costs have ramped 
production by 190 billion barrels in 17 years.

Shale producers are upsetting the global oil 
market order with speed to market advantages 
and outstanding production volumes expected 
to peak at 13 million barrels per day by 2030. 
Even if Nigeria were to become so prolific 
and can produce 3million barrels, a glut in the 
market has prompted OPEC countries to cap 
members’ supply.

“The market is already oversupplied and 
Nigeria has to look into other options beyond 
just sale of crude oil. This is time to start looking 
inwards, especially in refining, as this trend 
will continue,” said Chuks Nwani, an energy 
lawyer.

France, the United Kingdom and other 
European countries, many who are car 
manufacturers are planning to give up diesel 
and petrol vehicles in about two decades from 
now as battery powered vehicles gain traction.

More than ever before the world is seeing a 
surge in renewable energy. In 2016, additional 
161GW capacity or renewable energy was 
added according to International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA), a body that collects 
data on renewable energy investments glob-
ally.

9.8 million people were employed in renew-
able energy worldwide, according to IRENA’s 
2017 report, up 1.1% from 2015. Solar PV with 
3.1 million jobs (up 12% from 2015) and wind 
with 1.2 million (up 7% from 2015) led the jobs 
numbers.

The north has vast human resources, the 
best sunshine in Nigeria, fertile land for agricul-
ture and enormous mineral resources where 
the funds wasted in phantom oil search could 
have been better utilised.

As Musa sat under a neem tree, nursing 
wounds on his leg, he made up his mind. He 
would leave on a cement truck leaving for 
Lagos the next day.

On July 25, suspected Boko Haram insurgents ambushed and attacked a crew prospecting for oil in Borno State 
in a ferocious attack that left scores of people dead including nine soldiers. Ten geologists were rescued but this 
is just the opening salvo, indicating that an insurgency on oil assets in the troubled North East could make Niger 
Delta militants look like amateurs writes ISAAC ANYAOGU.
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‘Autonomy for local government 
will deepen democracy’

M
ay we know the talk about 
this distributable crude 
account; what is it about?

Well the point here is 
this; you know it fell under the strengthen-
ing of the local government system. What 
we are saying is, if the federation account 
that is entire fund that is coming into the 
federation account at the federal level, that 
is the distributable account. I think we are 
now trying to learn from the past mistakes 
where we had very large pool of money 
and we just went on and shared everything, 
here we are today suffering as a nation. 
What the National Assembly is trying to do 
is to say that when funds are available we 
should reserve 10 percent in this case, and 
that 10 percent is what we now look at until 
about after five years before we go back to 
it to see if there is any need to share. This 
is to provide a kind of cushion away from 
what we experienced when we had so much 
money and then everybody is now crying 
because the funds are no longer there.

It is commendable in some areas, but then 
we also see that somehow as a country, we 
have found a way to save money, say fiscal 
account, there is also a sovereign wealth fund. 
I want to know what we should be looking at.

These are the issues we seek to address 
rather than have the people going back 
and forth as far as this issue of excess crude 
account is concerned, that is why we are 
saying let us introduce a sense of modality 
into our mode of doing things as a country, 
but there is a cushion so that at the end of 
the day, after five years we can go back to 
see what we can do, so that there will be that 
cushion and I think this is the thing with all 
the constitutional battle.  

Local government autonomy is one area 
the house members are focusing on, what 
is the feedback from your constituents in 
that regard?

I think it is a very welcome develop-
ment as far as I am concerned and as far 
as the National Assembly is concerned; we 
are all extremely happy that this is coming 
and at some point we will go back to see. 
The National Assembly has been fully sup-
portive but what normally happens is that 
when you go back to the same grassroots 
and when you see the members of the 
state Houses of Assembly rejecting it, of 
course, you know the interplay, and I feel 
this is where the issues are. The interplay 
with their relationship with state govern-
ment is where the issues come because for 
example, the last time we were saying that 
the state Houses of Assembly should have 
autonomy to do what they want to do and 
that their funding should be given to them, 
that way they have the money to be able to 
do what they want to do; that is the beauty 
of democracy, but some state Houses of As-
sembly even rejected that, and I think that 
is the interesting dynamics in our political 
arrangement. The consensus now is show-
ing that even the state governors, many of 
them are beginning to see reasons why we 
should strengthen those laws, and it is in 
our overall interest to do that because going 
forward, if you look at what we are experi-
encing you will come to agree with me that 
even the issue of unemployment which we 
were trying to attempt,  it is something that 
can be taken care of, because we have 774 
local governments across the federation and 

each of the 774 local governments is going to 
be able to create the avenues for our youths 
to have things to do. 

Just take a problem, when you multiply 
it, you can see what the multiplier effect is 
going to do because these are development 
centres and so I think all of us as stakehold-
ers at various levels will begin to see that 
there is a big relationship between the 
various challenges we are facing now as a 
country, which are currently happening at 
the local level and the problem are going to 
affect those who are living at the so-called 
city centre and I think the earlier we rec-
ognise that the better for us, and the best 
way we can tackle that is by ensuring that 
that level of government is strengthened 
and given the right to have a good capacity, 
because many speakers will tell you they 
do not have the capacity but how can they 
have the capacity when you cannot do what 
you want to do, it is a utility issue. When 
you do not use something even when you 
have the skill, when you do not use the skill, 
it will be obsolete and experts will tell you, 
you need the skills.

Some people are protesting against 
returning primary education to the local 
governments; particularly, the National 
Union of Teachers has been very unhappy 
about the plans to make local government 
autonomous in this regard?

I do not think they were unhappy, they 
are only raising their concern and we have 
interfaced with the leadership, with the 
president of the NUT, with the president of 
NULGE itself and all the various stakehold-
ers at that level. 

We had interface with the NUT at a 
retreat in Lagos, and then they took that 
to Abuja the following week, I was in that 
meeting and the thing is that we need to 
understand what the issues are. They are 
not and I challenge anybody to counter this, 

Abdullahi
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Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi, chairman, Senate Committee on Information, in this interview monitored on Channel Sunrise Daily by SEYI 
JOHN SALAU insists that autonomy for local governments is in the best interest of citizens at the grassroots. He also touches 
on some other aspects of the 1999 Constitution being amended by the National Assembly. Excerpts:
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they are not against strengthening the local 
government or giving the local government 
autonomy. But what they are saying is that 
they have fears about payment of teachers’ 
salaries, because teachers at that level con-
stitute the largest workforce and so they are 
saying if this autonomy goes through what 
happens to payment of teachers’ salaries 
because we have had similar experiences 
in the past where teachers work without 
salaries as a result of similar situation. 

The point is, what they want is to inter-
face with them in the current arrangement 
we are making; we are integrating amend-
ments to guarantee the fact that teach-
ers’ salaries will be paid by direct source 
deduction, and I think they are in agree-
ment with that as at the time we had this 
meeting, they are in complete agreement 
with that saying that we should guarantee 
that payment of teachers’ salaries, and I do 
know that payment of teachers’ salaries 
is both by the state government and local 
government, so we have taken care of that 
sphere, and we believe the autonomy that 
is being talked about for local government 
is on the way, because all the stakeholders 
are in support of it. 

You are suggesting also that if there is 
no election for local government chairman 
for instance, that there will be no money 
allocated to that local government?

That is to deepen our democratic process. 
If you give a free chop to people definitely, 
they are going to use it the way they want 
to. We are not punishing the people, what 
we have done now is to put the responsibil-
ity on the doorstep of those who are given 
the authority to make sure these things 
happen. 

The constitution says democratically 
elected government at the local government 
level is guaranteed by this constitution, now 
this same constitution is saying if any state 

governor; as it is now most states have been 
without any democratically elected local 
government representatives for the past 
two years, what they have is caretaker and 
that is not good for democracy because he 
who pays the piper detects the tone. 

So what we are saying is that that in itself 
is what is denying citizens at that level the 
rights to participate in democratic gover-
nance, the right to be part of the process to 
choose the person they want to lead them 
and determine their own future.

Often times, people hide under the law 
and sometimes what you intended with 
the law is not what turns out to be at the 
end of the day, have you thought of the 
implications of what could happen if in the 
event that local government elections are 
not conducted, when we have undemocrat-
ically elected local government chairmen 
and the people in that area have to suffer 
as a result of not having elected officials?

Your call is true but in every situation 
you look at the other implications but the 
truth remains that by the provisions of this 
constitution, you can imagine if today it is 
decided that there will not be election in a 
state by the state governor and Mr. Presi-
dent now puts a vote for an emergency rule, 
which the constitution allows to ensure that 
somebody is there in the state, am sure the 
citizens in that state will rise up. 

Now the provision here is that by mak-
ing this amendment we are empowering 
the people to know that the right to have 
their democratically elected chairmen is 
guaranteed, and if the state authority de-
cides to do otherwise they now have a right 
to challenge that person until the case get 
to court, and I think that is the process that 
can take us away from the current system 
where people just come in have caretaker 
committees and then nothing happens at 
the local government level, but the provi-
sions we are having now are adequate and 
sufficient enough to ensure and guarantee 
that at the local government level there are 
democratically elected government.          

Are you considering the fact that some 
of the recommendations in the consti-
tutional amendments would have to go 
through the state assemblies and the gover-
nors for these amendments to take effect?

I think maybe, perhaps, let me take us 
back, if you remember when this 8th As-
sembly came on board we made public to 
the Nigerian public our legislative agenda 
and in that agenda we clearly stated our 
objectives, which are among others, to en-
sure that we deepen democracy, to ensure 
that we promote good governance, to also 
look at our own operations considering 
the fact that the constitution says we are 
to regulate our own office, we believe we 
must also with respect, and try to see what 
we are doing right or wrong. So within this 
context we have promised to abide by con-
stitution amendments; the difference now 
is to go back to our objectives which we can 
use to measure ourselves. Now, the Senate 
president said based on what happened last 
time, during the 7th Senate; they treated 
the amendment as one bill and because 
there was disagreement with one or two 
provisions everything was stopped includ-
ing the bad paper and the good, everything 
was stopped, but this time around we took 
everything differently.
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1999 Constitution is a fraudulent document that lies against itself – Adesina

S
ir, Many Nigerians believe that the 1999 
Constitution is at best “a fraudulent 
document”. Do you share that view?

The Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as amended) was intro-
duced through the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria Promulgation Decree No. 24 
of 1999 on the 29th of May 1999. On the 18th of 
June 1999, I conveyed a well attended seminar, 
under the auspices of the Nigerian Bar Associa-
tion (NBA) Ikeja branch. I was the Chairman of 
the branch at that time. Among the dignitar-
ies and constitutional experts invited to the 
seminar were: Chief F.R.A. Williams SAN, who 
midwifed the 1979 Constitution; Chief Afe Ba-
balola (SAN); Professor Itsay Sagay (SAN), Chief 
Wole Olanipekun (SAN), Chief Mike Ozekhome 
(SAN) and so many others. I remember very 
well that Chief F.R.A. Williams (SAN) described 
the Constitution as a document that lies against 
itself. Prof. Sagay on his part described the docu-
ment as a fraud. 

Why did they come to these conclusions? 
First, you find that in the introductory pas-
sage of the Constitution, you will read “we the 
people of the Federal Republic Nigeria, having 
firmly and solemnly resolved to ... do hereby 
make and give to ourselves the following Con-
stitution”. The question at that seminar was 
where did we gather together to resolve and/
or agree to the content of this document? How 
did we give it to ourselves? Is it Nigerians that 
gathered to resolve, or the Provisional Ruling 
Council of the Federal Military Government? 
Resolution simply means agreement. Yes, the 
Military Government set up what they called 
a coordinating Committee of some men and 
women that travelled round the country, col-
lated some views submitted by some individuals 
and prepared a report for the Federal Military 
Government who consequent upon the report 
promulgated Decree No. 24 of 5th of May 1999 
and attached the document that we now refer 
to as the Constitution. Is that the resolution of the 
people of Nigeria? That was why the Constitu-
tion was described as such. I think I described 
the Constitution as a testamentary document, 
something like a Will.

For me, the process of making the Constitu-
tion is faulty. It does not enjoy the authority of 
general acceptability of Nigerians. It has a legal 
legitimacy though through the promulgation of 
that Decree, but it lacks popular legitimacy for 
the simple fact that there was no referendum 
to ratify the Constitution.  I believe that if the 
process is wrong, the product cannot be right. 
Besides, this Constitution is essentially unitary 
in nature. It is a product that eminently reflected 
the centralised Military administration and its 
commanding structure. That we have had over 
the years, beginning effectively from January 
1966, all through to 1979 and 1983 to 1999. So, this 
document couldn’t have been better, essentially 
as it was midwifed by the Military. The only 
thing Military understands is command. And 
that is a product of their training and essential 
feature of their profession, so you can’t blame 
them. The military is not gifted to administer 
any nation. Their job is that of protection against 
external aggression and internal insecurity and 
so on and so forth. Professor Nwabueze (SAN), 
has also described the Constitution as illogical. 
According to him, it is illogical because it is a 
unitary constitution that is being applied and 
being enforced in a Federal system of govern-
ment. The question is: can you have a unitary 
Constitution in a Federal system of government? 
When you look at some characteristics of a 
Federal system, most of them are lacking here.

The second point is that there have been 
some amendments under the first, second and 
third alterations by previous Assembly. This 
three alterations affected several sections of 
the Constitution. We are currently embarking 
on yet another round of amendment thinking 
that these several amendments will bring it in 
tune with the expectation of a Federal system. 

But I don’t agree. Like I said earlier, if the process 
is wrong, the product cannot be right. Without 
a process there can be no progress. The process 
itself must be good in order to get a good product. 
One thousand and one amendments I believe 
cannot solve the problems of the 1999 Constitu-
tion. For example, are you going to amend the 
introduction that says we the people of Nige-
ria...? You cannot have the affirmation that “we 
the people of Nigeria ... do hereby make and give 
to ourselves the following Constitution” without 
having a referendum which is absolutely an 
essential part in the process of making a Consti-
tution. Are you now going to gather us together 
so as to retrospectively agree on this context? 
Somebody may say that does not matter but to 
me as a lawyer it matters; because if something 
has to form the basis of our existential agree-
ment, we must have an input in it. So, these are 
the fundamental vices of this Constitution. As a 
proof of that over-centralisation, let me cite few 
examples. Section 214 of the Constitution says 
there shall be a Police Force in Nigeria which 
shall be known as the Nigeria Police Force and 
no other Police Force shall be established for the 
Federation or any part of it. In a Federal system 
of government? I have written several papers on 
this where I cited examples of the United States 
of America, Canada and Australia amongst 
others. These are federal states and they do 
not have a monolithic centralised Police Force 
system. In fact, in the US you have the Federal, 
you have the state; you have the Municipal and 
all sort of police. Even the University have its 
own security system. I have always said that 
if you want the blessings of Abraham then be 
prepared to do the works of Abraham. If you 
want a successful Federal system, do what 
has made the system successful in those other 
areas. So, whether somebody likes it or not, the 
evidence is all over the place that a monolithic 
centralised Police system is dysfunctional, in-
effective and inefficient in Nigeria. We need 
state police to complement the efforts of the 
federal police. Nigeria is so big; the land space is 
so expansive and the population today is said to 
be in the region of 170-180 million people. How 
many policemen do we have in the Nigeria 
Police Force?  I doubt we have up to 400,000. 
Of what ratio of Police to citizen is that, about 
one Policeman to 450,000 citizens. Even if they 
are angels from heaven, how effective can they 
be on earth? Tell me a state today that does not 
have one form of informal police or the other to 
complement the security system of their state? 
Mention a state today that does not contribute 
equipment, vehicles and provide funds for the 
Police?  Lagos State I do know has a security 
Trust Fund for many years. If these are happen-
ing can’t we see that the states are only trying 
to fill the vacuum, the inadequacies, which the 

Police Force is, although not responsible for, but 
which the system has created.

Another example, look at the issue of census: 
in Nigeria today, under this Constitution, there 
is no state that can get up and say I want to con-
duct a census. How do you plan without reliable 
statistics? How do you know the number of 
people in your domain that you are responsible 
for their welfare and security when you don’t 
even know the number of the people? These 
two classical examples are there for everybody 
to see. There are still some other sections which 
are inherently offensive to effective practice and 
operation of true Federalism.

This now brings us to the controversial 
exclusive and concurrent lists; a creation of 
the 1999 Constitution which puts exploration 
of mineral resources solely in the hands of 
the Federal Government. What do you make 
of that?

Let me go back to 1954-1957. Before the 1954 
Constitution was enacted, questions were sent 
to the different regions, even by colonial mas-
ters, asking people the kind of government they 
wanted: whether they want a strong centre or 
not, where all the decisions will be taken at the 
Federal level; or where some decisions will be 

taken at the state levels. All that led to the first Federal 
Constitution that we had in 1954, which became the 
Independence Constitution of 1960; which also became 
christened as the Republican Constitution of 1963. In 
1954 we had 43 items in the exclusive legislative list; 
forty five items in the 1960 and 1963 Constitutions. To-
day, we have 68 items in the 1999 Constitution. Go and 
check those Constitutions: I grew up to see the Native 
Authority Police in the Western Region. I grew up to 
see the Western Region Court of Appeal. In the Execu-
tive arm, you have the Governors, the Commissioners. 
But the commissioner of Police of a state is much more 
powerful when it comes to enforcement of law and 
order because the governors these days have no control 
over the commissioner of police. If anybody tells you 
something different, it is a lie. Whatever instruction 
that is given by the Governor, the CP is under a duty to 
confirm or seek clarification from the Inspector General 
of Police before responding to the Governor’s instruc-
tion. This is because the entire Police Force is under 
the command and authority of the Inspector General 
of Police who is in turn an appointee of the President. 
This is what section 215 of the Constitution says. So 
how do we correct that? It was all because of this and 
many more that I decided to participate, representing 
Ekiti State in the National Political Reform Conference 
that was organised by the former President, Olusegun 
Obasanjo in 2005, where we highlighted some of these 
issues with special focus on decentralisation of powers 
from the federal to the state. But unfortunately, the re-
port of that conference did not see the light of day. There 
was another conference in 2014; and again, its report 
is being consigned to the dustbin of history. No nation 
progresses like this. There is no way you can say the 
report of 2005 is unreliable; the report of 2014 is rubbish 
without looking at them and pick those ones that are 
good, and jettison those that are bad particularly after 
expending several billions of naira on these conferences. 
My take is that let us have a holistic replacement of the 
1999 Constitution that will really and indeed address 
our multifarious and multidimensional problems and 
challenges as a nation. To answer your question directly, 
it is not only the mineral resources that should be out 
of the exclusive legislative list but many other items on 
the list have to go.

What do you also make of the several contradic-
tions in the Constitution, where for instance in Section 
85, it gave power to the Auditor General to audit the 
account of certain agencies of government, and then 
when you read further in sub-sections, it then states 
that the above Section doesn’t mean the AG can audit 
but can only appoint external auditors to do the job 
and to fix amount to be paid?    

Dele Adesina, Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), is a Principal Partner at Dele Adesina & Co, a legal firm with headquarters in Lagos. In this interview with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, he explains how the 
1999 Constitution has been the bane of Nigeria’s democracy. Excerpts:   
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Dele Adesina

1999 Constitution is a fraudulent document that lies against itself – Adesina
is what the Constitution in my own understand-
ing says. Whatever the President can do, the 
Acting President can do in his acting capacity. 
Whatever the substantive President cannot do 
is the only thing the Acting President cannot 
do also. Before President Buhari travelled he 
complied with the provisions of the Constitution 
in that respect. There is no lacuna in govern-
ment. Yes, you are correct to the extent that no 
maximum days of absence are stipulated. That is 
how the drafters of the Constitution wanted it. 
If they wanted to put a time frame, they would 
have done that. But people should know that the 
President having done what the Constitution 
says he should do, and the Vice-President hav-
ing assumed full powers as Acting President as 
dictated by the constitution, there is no lacuna 
in executive administration of the state. There 
is no limit, unless a limit any individual may put 
upon himself.

According to the law, is it correct for the 
media aides of the President to be issuing state-
ments on the same subject matter after the 
aides of the Acting President must have done 
so? Does it not show sign of dual presidency and 
of power tussle? Or is it constitutionally right?  

Well, this is a very tricky question. First, 
you need to know under what circumstances 
and for what purposes those statements were 
made.   For example, when the late statesman 
Maitama Sule died, I think Mr. President issued 
a statement from London after the Acting 
President had earlier issued his own. But the 
question I want to ask; please pardon me for us-
ing a question to answer your question: are those 
statements executive functions of the President? 
If they are executive functions I will say no, it is 
not correct for the President that is away to do 
so. If the Acting President has issued a statement, 
the President’s media team cannot issue another 
statement and credit it to the President that is 
out of the country. But in my opinion, I don’t 
think those statements are executive functions 
of the office. If somebody dies and Mr. President 
is physically in this country, he can issue a state-
ment to console the family of the deceased. So 
also the Vice President can issue his own state-
ment to console the same family. That is where 
I want us to draw the distinction. The powers 
provided for in Section 5 of the Constitution are 
the executive powers of the Federation, which 
are vested in the President. There can be no two 
Presidents discharging any of those executive 
functions simultaneously. I may be wrong but 
that is my opinion. The statements you referred 
to are mere occasional and or ceremonial state-
ments. Those ceremonial statements are not 

executive functions under the Constitution. 
They should be distinguished for example from 
something like the appointment of a minister.

The appointment of Ibrahim Magu as chair-
man of the Economic and Financial Crime 
Commission (EFCC) by the executive and the 
refusal of the Senate to confirm him for the po-
sition appears to deepen the face-off between 
both arms of government.  What is your take 
from legal perspective? 

Again, I have expressed an opinion before 
on this issue in some national newspapers and 
my position remains the same. In a democracy 
you expect things like this; because democracy 
itself can be described as an act of management 
of crisis. It is not mechanical. Democracy thrives 
in an atmosphere of discussions; consultations; 
persuasions; debates; compromises and lobby. 
These are essential elements of a thriving de-
mocracy. There is no room for arm twisting of 
one arm of government against the other. There 
is even no room for an arm of government to be 
struggling against the other arms. To establish 
superiority or what? Under this Constitution we 
have three arms of government: the legislature, 
which was created by section 4; the executive, 
created by Section 5; and the judiciary created by 
Section 6. If we are to ask which arm is superior 
to the other? I will say of course, the Judiciary 
for so many reasons. It is only the Judiciary that 
can declare any act of both the legislature and 
the executive illegal and invalid on the basis of 
the Constitution and nothing will happen. In 
fact, both arms must obey the decision of the 
Court no matter how unpalatable. That is for the 
purposes of jurisprudential analysis of power 
equation in a constitutional democracy. But in 
terms of division of powers and implementa-
tion of powers, and harmonious running of 
government, no arm is superior to the other. The 
same Constitution has also fashioned out some 
forms of checks and balances for harmonious 
interplay of the three arms of government. The 
power of confirmation vested on the Senate is a 
form of check on the executive. From my own 
point of view and with very profound respect 
to the learned Professor, the Acting President 
and other colleagues of ours, on that side of 
the interpretation, I do not agree with them. 
In my humble opinion, the relevant section of 
the EFCC establishment Act that is section 2 
subsection 3 is not inconsistent with Section 
171 of the Constitution. More particularly, 
when you realise that the EFCC establishment 
Act first enacted in 2002 and amended in 2004 
was well after the Constitution of 1999 was 
promulgated. I would have said that the drafters 

of the Constitution, deliberately, for reasons best 
known to them, excluded the chairmanship of 
the commission from being confirmed by the 
Senate pursuant to section 171 subsection 4 of 
the Constitution because the expression of one 
thing is the exclusion of the other. Similarly, the 
office of the Chairman of EFCC is also not one of 
the offices listed in section 171 subsection 2 (A-E) 
which offices do not require senate approval. 
Again the Maxim the expression of one thing is 
the exclusion of the other applies. In my opinion 
section 171 of the Constitution cannot resolve 
the controversy. Inevitably, and consequently 
recourse must be found in the extant provisions 
that established the Commission. In other words, 
the appointment requires the approval of the 
senate in accordance with section 2 subsection 
3 of the Commission’s Establishment Act. The 
Act as a specific law with its specific provisions 
specifically stated that the appointment of the 
chairman of the Commission shall be subject to 
the confirmation of the Senate.  I do not see the 
contradiction or inconsistency in the extant 
provisions of both laws having regards to my 
argument above.

How, in your opinion, may the Executive-
Legislature face-off be resolved?

If the communication gap is bridged, the ex-
ecutive should go ahead and re-submit Magu’s 
name. Both arms of government should do the 
needful in a democracy, which is that of lobby-
ing, discussions, persuasions, sufficient consul-
tations, mutual concessions and compromises. 
These are inevitable actions that oil the wheel 
of democracy particularly when you realise that 
democracy is a process. Yes, there are so many 
others in the nation who can do the job, notwith-
standing, let the Executive explain to the Senate 
the reasons why the Executive believes in Magu. 
The Senate should also tell the Executive why it 
thinks it is not right because of the SSS report. 
There is nothing that cannot be talked over in a 
democracy. Both parties can extract concessions 
in the overall public interest. My own position 
is do the needful, close the communication gap 
between the executive and the legislature and 
re-present Magu’s name.

Another controversial section in the 1999 
Constitution which has been criticised by 
some Nigerians is Section 6; subsection 5, which 
allows the establishment of Sharia Court of Ap-
peal. Critics wonder what Sharia is doing in a 
Constitution that belongs to a secular nation 
like Nigeria? Is this not promoting one religion 
above the others?    

You see, my position on this will be an-
chored on Sections 10 and 38 of the Consti-
tution. Section 10 established the secularity 
of Nigeria as a nation while section 38 guar-
antees the fundamental right of freedom of 
religion of individuals in Nigeria. Whether 
Customary Court, or Sharia Court, or Canon 
Court, as some people are now advocating, I 
believe all these should be out of the Consti-
tutional provisions. These are some of the rea-
sons why our Constitution is unnecessarily 
bogus. When you compare our Constitution 
to America’s Constitution, where we bor-
rowed the system we are operating today, you 
can get 10 of America’s Constitution from our 
own Constitution. So, what is Sharia doing in 
the Constitution? What is Customary Court 
doing in the Constitution? What is Canon 
law Court which is now being advocated by 
Christians doing in the Constitution? These 
are all personal laws and the Courts to ad-
minister them should be left entirely to the 
states. I believe that the law that has general 
application on everybody, regardless of his 
or her religion, or tribe, or ethnicity, should 
be what is contained in the Constitution. 
The provisions of the Constitution must be 
of a general application rather than being 
applicable to a segment of the society, by their 
tribe; by their ethnicity or by their religion. 
That is what it should be. So, whether Canon 
law and Sharia law, what are they doing in 
the Constitution? They should be out of there.

Dele Adesina, Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), is a Principal Partner at Dele Adesina & Co, a legal firm with headquarters in Lagos. In this interview with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, he explains how the 
1999 Constitution has been the bane of Nigeria’s democracy. Excerpts:   

Subsection 3 of section 85 has exempted corpora-
tions; commissions; authorities; and agencies from 
the work of the AG, which now appears to be limited 
to ministries and what have you. But some of these 
parastatals are closely linked with their ministries. For 
example, the Nigeria Port Authority (NPA) is under the 
Ministry of Transport. In the light of the provision of 
the Constitution it appears that the AG can audit the 
ministry of transport but he may not be able to audit 
the NPA. If what the drafters of the 1999 Constitution 
want to achieve is accountability and responsibility in 
government, and not just window dressing provisions, 
I see no reason why the AG can to say these and these 
are the people you can appoint as auditors; this is how 
much you can pay them and yet he cannot directly 
audit those bodies. I do not see the logic in this. These 
are some of the imperfections of the 1999 Constitution 
and there are so many like these. For instance, the 
Constitution established the office of the Governor and 
vested him with all executive powers of the state yet; 
the Governor does not have control over the Commis-
sioner of Police whose duty it is to enforce the laws of 
that state. The legislature of the state makes laws for 
good governance, and maintenance of law and order 
of that state and thereafter depends on the Federal 
Government apparatus to enforce those laws. So, you 
are perfectly correct to say there are contradictions in 
the Constitution.  

Now section 145 states the condition a sitting 
Nigerian President can be absent from work, which 
appears open-ended, as far as his deputy is in acting 
capacity as President. Going by the suspicions in some 
quarters over succession tussle by ethnic, religious and 
regional-minded politicians, is Yemi Osinbajo not just 
a ceremonial president who cannot wield presidential 
powers like hiring and firing? 

I have expressed an opinion on similar point before 
and I have no cause to change my opinion on the mat-
ter. First, Section 145 is open-ended; it does not stipulate 
how long or how short the President can stay out of the 
country on medical grounds. The constitutional obliga-
tion that was imposed on the President was to transmit 
a letter of his absence to the National Assembly and 
once that letter is transmitted, Section 145 automati-
cally becomes self-executory. The Vice President then 
becomes the Acting President throughout the duration 
of the President’s absence, and until another letter is 
transmitted to the NASS from the President stating 
his arrival to assume his duties and responsibilities, the 
Acting President continues to function. Now, for me, 
the Acting President does not lack any constitutional 
authority to assume all presidential functions and pow-
ers of the substantive president without exception. That 
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W
hy  w a s  t h e 
Acting Presi-
d e n t ,  Y e m i 
Osinbajo,  in 
Port Harcourt 

on a one-day visit? Governor 
Nyesom Wike and his People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) support-
ers said he came to commission 
road projects executed by the 
state government. The All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) lords 
said no, it was rather to commis-
sion the largest urea plant in the 
world built by Indorama-Eleme 
Petrochemicals Limited.

Intrigues and ‘politricks’ took 
it from there. The first time the 
Ag President visited the state 
was on the consultation trips 
across the oil region to save the 
drifting economic mainstay, oil. 
In Port Harcourt, it took a dirty 
turn as the Ag President was 
allegedly hijacked by the state 
government in the Brick House 
for PDP loyalists. The APC said 
they and their leaders such as 
Minister of Transportation (for-
mer Governor Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi and senator, Magnus 
Abe) were crowded out. They 
had to stage another consulta-
tion forum the next day to give 
‘alternative voice’ to the people 
of the state.

Now, to commission the fer-
tilizer plant, another round of 
intrigues erupted, right from 
the PH International Airport. 
It seemed to be a matter of two 
visits in one. Governor Wike was 
said to have prepared a posh car 
to take the Ag President but a 
chopper was whining too, ready 
for same august visitor.

The Governor had prepared 
for road commissioning right 
away and other commissioning 
events later but the Ag President 
was flown straight to Indorama-
Eleme for the fertilizer plant, 
and other matters later. So, at 
Indorama, Wike claimed the day, 
saying it was happening dur-
ing his time, but the Indorama 
MD agreed but added thanks to 
Amaechi, under whose tenure 
the plant was built. Also, ap-
plause was partisan, depending 
on whose name was mentioned 
for praise by speakers.

Some APC me dia gurus 
claimed the day too, saying the 
PDP Federal Government un-
der Goodluck Jonathan refused 
to attend the much expected 
ground breaking ceremony un-
til the N600billion ($1.5billion) 
project was completed and is 
being commissioned by an APC 
FG. The likes of Chris Finebone 
and Eze Chukwuemeka Eze 
pointed to failure to start Ogoni 
clean up by the PDP FG, stalling 
of NLNG Train 7, failure to push 
PIB through, etc as evidence of 
economic strangulation of the 
Niger Delta.

On the other hand, the PDP 
in the state has accused the APC 
of what the Government House 
media aide, Simeon Nwakaudu, 
termed politics of underdevel-
opment, saying blocking the Ag 
President from commissioning 

Acting President Yemi Osinbajo  (m), Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike  (l) and Minister of Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi at the Port Harcourt International Airport

some projects was bad politics. 
The state government however, 
said the FG has endorsed Wike as 
‘Mr. Projects’ due to the numer-
ous projects lined up for commis-
sioning. The political logic is that 
if APC FG commissions projects 
executed by Wike, the state’s 
APC would have no moral right 
to keep drumming that Wike 
was not working.

Nwakauda wrote a day after 
the visit: “If anyone was in doubt 
about the threat that Governor 
Nyesom Ezenwo  Wike poses to 
the evil that raped Rivers State 
blind for eight years, such doubts 
were cleared after the visit of 
the Acting President.  The ac-
tions of the Rivers APC days to 
the visit of the Acting President 
unmasked their desperation for 
mischief and anti-development 
politics. 

 “The defeated Rivers APC 
slipped into its worst mood, 
desperately churning out mis-
chief. They wrote to the Acting 

The People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Kogi has begun all 
necessary moves to win back 

its members who decamped to 
other parties in the heat of the crisis 
that threatened the umbrella party. 
The party said it was now stronger 
and alive.

One of the party leaders in the 
state, Senator Tunde Ogbeha who 
made the call while speaking on be-
half of the leaders after a stakehold-
ers’ meeting in Lokoja said mem-
bers who decamped had found 
themselves in the desert. Ogbeha 
noted that the party had emerged 
from the crisis stronger and was 
anxious to take the members back, 
saying, “Those who thought they 
were decamping to greener pas-
tures have found themselves in the 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, LOKOJA

President pleading with him not 
to visit the state on the invita-
tion of Governor Wike. This is 
a paragraph of the Rivers APC 
letter to the Acting President: 
“The reference to the governor 
as ‘Mr. Project’ jokingly made by 
the Ag. President the last time 
he was in the state is still being 
used by Gov. Wike to continue 
to ridicule and insult APC and its 
members in Rivers State to this 
day. We cannot encourage him 
with further materials to con-
tinue his anti-APC propaganda 
against us”.

Fineface, the APC publicity 
secretary, said in a statement: 
“We deplore the tantrum being 
thrown at the APC by the gover-
nor, alleging that leaders of our 
party put pressure on the Acting 
President to decline commission-
ing his market and motor park 
projects. The governor should 
understand that no President in 
Nigeria goes about commission-
ing local government projects 

desert with nothing to eat.”
He also said the party was anx-

iously awaiting the return of de-
camped members, adding that it 
was resolved at the stakeholders’ 
meeting that the banana peels that 
fell the party at the last General 
Election must be avoided.

“PDP will not be seen to be act-
ing with impunity again. PDP must 
embrace internal democracy for 
us to move forward. These things 
were discussed and In sha Allah, 
we will get there and that is what 
we are going to do.

“We must ensure that the will 
of the people prevails and that this 
party, PDP, will be given back to the 
people just as the slogan goes. The 
people will take back the party and 
they will decide who they want to 
represent them,” he added.

Ogbeha assured that the PDP 
would restore good governance in 

such as markets and garages. 
The Acting President, pressed 
for time, managed to commis-
sion the only two road projects 
that appeared to be of some sig-
nificance – the Chokocho-Igbo-
Etche- Rumuokurushi Road and 
Chokocho-Umuechem-Ozuzu 
Road.  

“Ordinarily, we expect Gov. 
Wike to show appreciation that 
the Acting President squeezed 
in the commissioning of those 
two projects into his very tight 
schedule and not accuse the 
Ag President and APC of play-
ing politics. If anyone played 
politics over the visit, it was 
Gov. Nyesom Wike. We urge 
him to take the advice of the 
Acting President that public 
office holders should pay more 
attention to governance than 
playing politics. The governor 
should have cleared the projects 
he wanted commissioned with 
the office of the Acting President 
prior to commencing his media 

the state saying that the PDP had 
examined the condition of Kogi and 
discovered that it lack very trace of 
good governance.

“We discovered that the civil 
servants and pensioners are suf-
fering in this state and we urge the 
governor to have that human milk 
of kindness and be compassion to 
pay workers because he cannot say 
he does not have money.”

Also speaking, a former gover-
nor of the state, Ibrahim Idris said 
the PDP had learnt lessons from the 
crisis and the party was now more 
conscious of the pitfalls, especially 
those that arose from lack of inter-
nal democracy.

“Of course, we have learnt our 
lessons and in fact, in a very hard 
way. It is good for us to learn it that 
way, anyway. Now, we will be 
more conscious of whatever we do 
to avoid recurrence. I pray we don’t 

propaganda instead he put the 
cart before the horse. Instead of 
taking the blame for mismanag-
ing the process and deliberately 
lying to the people, he resorted 
to blaming the APC. Gov Wike 
should own up that his attempt 
to continue fooling the people 
crashed in his face this time 
around. 

“In the beginning, Gov. Nye-
som Wike and PDP told Rivers 
people that the Acting President 
was visiting Rivers State to com-
mission his projects. They never 
mentioned the fertilizer plant at 
Eleme. On the other hand, APC 
told Rivers people that the major 
assignment the Acting President 
was coming to perform in Rivers 
State was the commissioning of 
the ultra-modern world-class 
fertilizer plant built by Indorama 
Eleme Fertilizer and Chemicals 
Limited. With the visit having 
come and gone, we believe that 
Rivers people now know who 
tells them the truth.”

allow the situation with our youths 
to deteriorate beyond this.

“I just want to tell you that with 
the present situation of youths, the 
nation is sitting on a time bomb 
waiting to explode. God forbid that 
it should be allowed to explode. So 
we must take care now by making 
them happy,” he added.

Speaking earlier with news-
men, Kola Ologbodiyan, a media 
consultant, said from the leaders’ 
deliberations, internal democracy 
would be held sacrosanct, adding 
that it was also agreed that posi-
tions of the state House of Assem-
bly and LG chairmen be left for 
the youths.

The stakeholders meeting was 
attended by former governors of 
the party, present and past National 
Assembly and state Assembly PDP 
members, former political office 
holders and supporters.

…says ‘we have learnt our lesson’
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Local Government autonomy to free 10% 
states’ IGR for rural development – NLC

L
arger section of the 
Nigerian populace in-
cluding the working 
class have applauded 
the members of the Na-

tional Assembly for the over-
whelming support for Local Gov-
ernment autonomy in Nigeria, 
despite strong vested interests by 
some political juggernauts from 
the State level.

According to Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), the campaign 
for administrative and financial 
autonomy for the Third arm of 
Government will free 10 percent 
of the Internally Generated Rev-
enue (IGR) by each of the 36 State 
Governments and FCT as well as 
eliminate the imposition of extra 
budgetary expenditure on the lo-
cal governments by States.

They further alleged that the 
nationwide protests staged by 
some interest groups in major 
states of the federation and Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT) were 
sponsored by the political elites 
to further frustrate the proposed 
autonomy of 774 Local Govern-
ments and six FCT Area Councils.

The two chambers of the Na-
tional Assembly had during the 
tension-shocked voting which 
lasted for over five hours, demon-
strated overwhelming courage to 
grant financial autonomy to the 
State Houses of Assembly and 
the Local Governments through 
the alteration of the 1999 Con-
stitution.

The voting exercise which was 
not void of scheming and lobby-
ing to truncate the autonomy was 
frustrated, as the lawmakers also 
voted in support of the scrapping 
of Joint State and Local Govern-
ment Account.

With the passage of the 
32-clauses (amendments) the 
leadership of the House is ex-
pected to transmit the documents 
to the State Houses of Assembly 
for consideration, where two-
third endorsement is required 
before all the amendments can 
be passed into law.

Speaking on behalf of the Ni-
gerian workers, Ayuba Wabba, 
NLC President who spoke a press 
briefing held in Abuja, expressed 
optimism that the initiative will 
free LGAs from untoward high-
handedness of majority of State 
Governors; reduce rural-urban 
migration;

on the occasion of the National 
Assembly formally accepting, 
inserting and passing into the 
draft amended Constitution, our 
proposed amendments on Local 
Government reform and Labour 
Issues, would wish to register 
our profound appreciation to the 
leadership and membership of 
the National Assembly without 
whom this would not have been 
possible.

“The National Assembly vot-
ing overwhelmingly in favour 
of Local Government author-
ity in spite of tremendous pres-

sure from strong vested interest 
groups. The 8th National Assem-
bly has made history and shall 
be remembered for bowing not 
to the insular interests but the 
popular wishes of the people.

“Their initiative, we believe, is 
an improvement on the efforts of 
the previous Assemblies, which 
goes to show that government is 
not only a continuum, with te-
nacity and requisite experience at 
the National Assembly, we shall 
get our democracy right.

“We have no doubt that if 
passed into Law, these amend-
ments will free-up the local gov-
ernments from the strangle-hold 
of state governments and widen 
the democratic space as well 
as restore the lost glory of local 
governments.

“The Local Government sys-
tem of government known by 
various names, is the oldest form 
of administration, and sadly, the 
most abused and exploited in our 
post-colonial history.

“Until progressive decline 
and bastardisation set in, the 
Local Government represented 
the centre of administrative 
excellence, clinical efficiency, 
training, education, development, 
tax administration and effective 
commodity boards. Local govern-
ments also represented mainte-
nance culture of infrastructure 
including roads, environmental 
sanitation, functional health 
facilities, low incidences of cor-
ruption and violent crimes. The 
singular reason for this magi-
cal performance was that local 
governments were close to the 
people and ministered to their 
needs.

“A per functionary interro-
gation of the local government 
system will easily throw up five 
phases: the colonial native au-
thorities; the rise of the modern 
local government councils in the 
fifties; the decline of these coun-
cils in the 60s’ and early 70s; and 

the reforms of 1976 and post 1976 
which substantially accounted 
for continued encroachment of 
State Government on responsi-
bilities of LGAs and erosion of 
Local Government autonomy 
due to the meddlesomeness of 
state governments; Highly con-
strained fiscal, administrative 
and political autonomy for local 
governments,” he said.

Wabba also lamented that the 
“non-compliance by State Gov-
ernments with the Revenue Allo-
cation Formula which stipulates 
that the states should contribute 
10% of their internally generated 
revenue to the local governments 
and the imposition of extra bud-
getary expenditure on the local 
governments by States; indeed, 
local governments are sometimes 
compelled to shoulder some re-
sponsibilities of expenditure of 
Federal Government Agencies 
like the Police, Customs and Ex-
cise, Immigration, the Judiciary, 
Electoral Commissions etc;

4.   Mandatory deductions 
for ‘joint projects’ by the State 
and Fe deral Governments, 
which have no direct bearing 
on the lives of the people at the 
grassroots. These deductions 
constitute a major drain on the 
resources of the local govern-
ments and negatively affect the 
implementation of programmes 
for the benefit of the local popu-
lace; Capacity constraints which 
include over-dependence on the 
Federal and State governments 
for policy initiatives and pro-
gramme development.

“Constitutional ambiguity 
in (a) responsibility for creating 
LGAs; (b) clearly delineating areas 
of responsibilities between States 
and LGAs in some concurrent ar-
eas, such as education and health 
and;(c) lack of clarity of roles in 
administering urban centres; im-
position of undemocratic struc-
tures (Caretaker Committees) to 
administer local governments 

contrary to Section 7 of the 1999 
Constitution.

He alleged that the age-long 
“manipulation of State Indepen-
dent Electoral Commissions to 
scuttle popular will at the grass-
roots by way of imposing surro-
gates whose primary motivation 
is to loot the treasury for their 
grand masters.

“The cumulative effects of 
these on the local government 
system, workers and the Nige-
rian people are overwhelming 
and range from the arrest of 
the growth of the local govern-
ment system of administration; 
abortion, prevention and denial 
of generations of the Nigerian 
Youth from acquiring the need-
ed administrative and political 
leadership training at the local 
government level; gross socio-
economic under development; 
rise in violent crimes across 
the country; mutual distrust 
between local governments and 
the populace; mass disenfran-
chisement; arrest of democratic 
culture; mass resentment; loss of 
values and ethics; over concen-
tration of power at two levels of 
government etc.

“At the risk of repetition, the 
overall impact of these on the pol-
ity can only be understood in the 
context of the fact that whereas 
the advanced economies such as 
the UK and the US have been able 
to develop their societies using 
their local governments (known 
by other names) we continue to 
deceive ourselves that we can 
achieve grassroots development 
without the local government 
councils.

“The overall implication of 
the amendments by the National 
Assembly is the unconditional 
restoration of the autonomy of lo-
cal governments without which 
the progressive retardation and 
decay in the polity will continue 
unabated.

“It is evident that autonomy 

will ensure that the local gov-
ernment system develop as a 
third tier of government with 
the capacity to discharge its con-
stitutional responsibilities to its 
constituents; strengthen demo-
cratic decentralization of power 
and put power back in the hands 
of the citizenry at the grass roots 
level of governance.

“It will give a voice to the voice-
less, especially the minorities 
who have been short-changed 
at the state and federal levels of 
government; make local govern-
ments training ground for leader-
ship at state and federal levels of 
power; deliver development to 
about 180million Nigerians; stem 
rural-urban migration; lower 
crime rate; quicken payment of 
salaries, pensions and gratuities; 
make the work environment 
less hostile for Nigerians and less 
threatening to the system; put 
more power in the hands of the 
citizenry and their institutions 
and thus help them strengthen 
their demand for accountability 
and social justice.

“However, without attempting 
to diminish the importance of 
the action of the honourable and 
distinguished members of the 
Parliament a lot still needs to be 
done.  These amendments have 
to go to the 36 State Houses of 
Assembly for their concurrence.  
The minimum requirement for 
these amendments to qualify to 
become law is the concurrence of 
at least two-thirds of the 36 State 
Houses of Assembly.

“We therefore call on the 
members of the 36 State Houses 
of Assembly to be on the side 
of the people and history by 
displaying the courage of the 
colleagues at the National Assem-
bly by giving their unqualified 
support.

“We similarly call on all the 
governors of the 36 states to 
sheathe partisan or insular con-
siderations and support these 
amendments in the national 
interest.

“We call on other Nigerians 
whose support is invaluable, to 
rise and mobilise support and 
should spare no effort in ensuring 
that these amendments become 
law.

“I wish to commend and 
express congress appreciation 
to its affiliates namely, Nigeria 
Union of Teachers, Nigeria 
Union of Local Government 
Employees and the Medical 
and Health Workers Union of 
Nigeria for harmonising their 
common position to confront 
their challenges in the Local 
Government, and urge them 
to continue in solidarity and 
oneness, for the struggle to ac-
tualise full autonomy for local 
Government in Nigeria.

“Finally, Mr. President has lent 
his voice in support of local gov-
ernment autonomy. The National 
Assembly has similarly spoken in 
support. Who could be against 
the people?” Wabba queried.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, ABUJA
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InsIde Aso Rock
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to sync, the message had 
gone out. it sold me the 
picture of two brothers and 
their wives living together 
with the wives trying to 
outshine each other.

Speaking of Swearing in, 
do you know that feeling 
of having to wait so long 
to get something that has 
already been given to you, 
something really exciting 
like becoming a minister? 
So the new kids on the block 
arrived for their swearing 
in on Wednesday looking 
really excited.

r i g h t  a f t e r  t a k i n g 
their oath of office, one of 
them made to give all the 
ministers a handshake, 
the chambers erupted in 
laughter when he crossed 
to continue the handshake 
on the other side of the hall 
with an official on his trail 
trying to stop him. the act-
ing President was about 
to deliver his speech and 
the newbie was still busy 
shaking one hand to the 
other, he had to be pulled 
back by the aide who was 
trailing him.

Funny thing is with all 
the consulting, confusion 
and excitement those min-
isters are without portfolios. 
Someone asked me where 
they resumed for work on 
thursday since they are 
yet to be assigned to any 
particular ministry.

on the lighter side of 
things. i have been waiting 
to tell you of a short drama 
that played out at the aso 
rock after work on tuesday. 
We were trekking to the 
gate as we couldn’t get a bus 
and boom the

sight that greeted just by 
the roundabout inside the 
aso rock had reeling with 
laughter. two policemen, 
looking well fed were chas-
ing a monkey so hard that 
we all wondered where 
they were headed. they ran

so hard. the tummy of 
one of them did not make 
things easy. they pushed 
hard but of course, the mon-
key got into the bush and 
they followed. We asked 
why they wanted to catch 
the poor monkey so bad and 
they said it is a delicacy that 
they would have gone after 
even in their villages.

these monkeys live here, 
it is their home and because 
the king is away you are 
threatening them, we joked, 
they laughed too.

 

described the country. You 
hire half a

dozen surrogates, call 
them image handlers if you 
may, and they get second-
hand, sometimes even 
third-hand, information 
about things concerning 
you, the person whose im-
age they were employed to 
manage.

Sad. anyway, that is the 
least of our worries.

 Wait a minute, i remem-
ber when President buhari 
returned to nigeria after 
his last medical vacation in 
london where he spent 49 
days, he banned governors 
and all other visitors from 
coming to the aso rock 
to visit him. he had asked 
them to focus on their states 
and rather pray for him. So 
pardon me if i question the 
reason behind governors’ 
spending money to go on 
pilgrimage in london. oh, 
and one even went with 
his wife. Will the President 
approve of this on a normal 
day? i have no idea.

i am thinking that more 
teams may be visiting lon-
don soon if buhari doesn’t 
return today. i bet you fancy 
joining one of them, don’t 
you?

 When the three presi-
dential spokesmen in the 
State house, Femi adesina, 
garba Shehu and laolu 
akande held a media brief-
ing to talk about the second 
delegation heading to lon-
don another batch of con-
fusion erupted from there. 
it was an issue of yes or no, 
today or tomorrow.

after months and weeks 
of questions on why the 
acting President was slow 
to administer the oath of 
office on the two new minis-
ters who had been screened 
by the Senate months ago, 
they were finally ready to 
act and it started out with 
confusion.

before the start of the 
briefing, we argued among 
ourselves that the swearing 
in will take place the next 
day, however when the 
question came up during the 
briefing we were told it will 
happen soonest. So some 
decided to be careful with 
their scoops while others 
took the risk. immediately 
the news broke, the govern-
ment nigeria twitter

handle and that of one 
of the media aides were 
screaming fake news alert.

the confusion on twit-
ter, dragged on till about 
10 pm when the handler 
whose boss was actually 
going to perform the cer-
emony tweeted that the 
event will hold the next day. 
laughable right? that right 
there told of some underly-
ing confusion. they arrived 
together, sat together and 
briefed together yet had no 
idea that the event will take 
place the next day.

though they later tried 

Buhari’s London pilgrimage drama

l
ast week, there were 
marked dramatic 
displays both in ni-
geria’s presidency 

and the country at large due 
to President Muhammadu 
buhari’s continued stay in 
london.

there were photographs 
of cabinet members, gover-
nors and top party officials 
having breakfast in nigeria 
and lunch in london. there 
were

also selfies with the ail-
ing president. can you beat 
that? So far, two teams have 
gone and others are lining 
up to embark on their own 
pilgrimage to london.

i imagine that he may 
be making plans to return 
to the country to avoid that 
90days controversy.

Sunday, we received a 
statement with an attached 
photograph showing a del-
egation of the all Progres-
sives congress (aPc) who 
visited the

President in london. it 
was warming to see that fi-
nally a picture was attached, 
as this was the first time the 
president would be seen 
since he left the shores of the 
country, May 7th this year.

 buhari left abuja almost 
three months ago, 84 days 
ago to be exact. i remember 
that night right after receiv-
ing the 82 released chibok 
schoolgirls at his residence 
and since then there have 
been no citing

of him. no videos. no pic-
tures. not even when act-
ing President Yemi osinbajo 
visited earlier in the month. 
nigerians were worried and 
for good reasons too. not 
that the picture was of di-
rect use. then they saw the 
first picture of him. Many 
doubted while some said it 
was photoshopped and the 
debate went on and on.

So, early tuesday there 
was news of another batch 
of governors headed for 
london to see the presi-
dent. it was a tad uncom-
fortable to take in. Seven 
governors on a pilgrimage 
to london on tax payers’ 
account.

Why did they have to go? 
the testimony of the first 
batch did not add up? the 
question is if you say the 
president is recuperating 
fast and is due to return to 
the country anytime soon, 
why are we having a

second delegation visit 
him almost immediately?

this had actually be-
come some sort of excursion 
except that it was restricted 
to the political class, not 
even his media handlers 
were allowed to join in on 
the act. Well, his photogra-
pher made it to london with 
the team of governors. it 
amazes me sometimes how 
things work in our country, 
or kingdom as First lady 
aisha buhari and Senator 
Shehu Sani sadly but aptly 

n
ational chair-
man and for-
mer Presiden-
tial candidate 
of national ac-

tion council (nac), olapade 
agoro has berated the Ekiti 
State governor, ayodele 
Fayose over his incessant 
criticism of President Mu-
hammadu buhari, saying 
that the language emanat-
ing from Fayose “could only 
be likened to ones normally 
expected to be found with 
the indian hemp smoking 
motor park and ‘agbero’ 
boys”. agoro stoutly con-
demned Fayose’s latest out-
burst saying it is nothing less 
than recklessness.          

in a statement signed by 
agoro and  made available 
to journalists in ibadan, he 
said: “to be honest about it 
all, there is the urgent need 
for decency and decorum 
in the political play field of 
nigeria if the right, good 
and decent characters will 
be expected ready game 
players in it”.                                                                                                                                     

according to, agoro, “the 
fact that President Muham-
madu buhari is sick and cur-
rently undergoing  medical 
treatment should in the 
right thinking of a balanced 
mind not be a matter of 
evil and wishful politicking 
by reckless and irrespon-
sible bile duct politicians but 
rather prayerful and open 
expression of good wishes 
to aid the healing process of 
the  President”.

“naturally and as ex-
pected democracy is the 
art of beauty of service 
portrayal to humanity for 
the good of all, friends and 
perceived enemies alike 
and interesting enough  ser-
vice to humanity through 
democratic process does 
not have room and or allow 
for discriminative propen-
sity and or of preferential 
treatment carriage to those 
one assumingly love alone 
but must be of the offer 
of equal treatment to all.                                                                                               
“also the language of demo-
cratic practice anywhere 
the whole world had ever 
been known, seen and en-
sured fine, decent, robust 
and beautiful with respect 
demonstration of colour 
and value.

“however it hurts to the 
bone marrow to read and 
find displayed often more 
than necessary particularly 
in the nation’s prime print 
and published media, throw 
about reckless abusive words 
of hate and vituperations by 

ayodele Fayose concerning 
the nation’s respected lead-
ers, the type of language one 
would normally expect to 
find with the indian hemp 
smoking motor park and 
‘agbero’ boys.

 “the fact that President 
Muhammadu buhari is 
sick and currently under-
going medical treatment 
should in the right thinking 
of a balanced mind not be a 
matter of evil and wishful 
politicking by reckless and 
irresponsible bile duct poli-
ticians but rather prayerful 
and open expression of good 
wishes to aid the healing 
process of the President.                                                                                               
“if governor ayodele Fay-
ose and his likes are so 
heartless concerning the 
sick President buhari, his 
immediate blood related 
family particularly his wife 
aisha who surely must now 
be carrying more than her 
fair share of heavy burden 
of pains and sorrow on the 
situates of her husband 
must be pitied and spared 
the continuous and daily 
pounding of releases of 
speeches of hate.

“it behoves to say that 
the way ayodele Fayose is 
running loose about  the na-
tion’s political terrain, with 
engagement of war words 
on either of the former 
President olusegun aremu 
obasanjo, and or President 
Muhammadu buhari  his 
perceived enemies, nigeria 
political ring need not look 
far more for a dirty, useless  
and reckless matador than 
the one we have.                                                                                    

Agoro knocks Fayose over Buhari 
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t
he Mtn Founda-
tion on Wednesday 
held an award din-
ner to appreciate 

nominators of projects in 
the second phase of its 
“What can We Do togeth-
er” initiative. the founda-
tion said it has spent n1.1 
billion on 400 projects to 
affect communities since 
the inception of the initia-
tive in 2015.

at the event held at the 
international conference 
centre in abuja, the na-
tional assembly pledged 
to do its best to ensure the 
telecommunication giant, 
Mtn, continues to do busi-
ness in nigeria.

chairman of the Mtn 
Foundation Julius adelusi-
adeluyi, in his address at 
the appreciation dinner, 
said the foundation has so 
far expended n18 billion 

executing various projects 
in 750 locations across the 
36 states of the federation 
and the federal capital ter-
ritory, to help needy and 
disadvantaged persons.

in the first phase of the 
initiative, the foundation re-
ceived 37,000 nominations 
and tripled the number in 
the second phase adelusi-
adeluyi said adding that the 
foundation received 91,000 
nominations in the second 
phase.

Speaking at the award 
dinner for the nominators 
of the different projects, 
Deputy Senate President 
ike Ekweremadu, who also 
nominated projects said 
the national assembly was 
well aware of the challenges 
faced by the telecoms gi-
ant and will do all it can to 
“make sure Mtn stays in 
nigeria because we believe 
you should stay. We will do 
all we can to support you”

Ekweremadu urged the 
telecom company to ex-

pand their infrastructure 
to accommodate rising sub-
scribers as well as address 
the complaints made by 
customers. “We will make 
sure we address the chal-
lenges you face while you 
address our own challenges, 
“ the Deputy Senate Presi-
dent said.

he lauded the telecoms 
outfit and urged others who 
do business in nigeria to 
take a cue and fulfill their 
social responsibilities to 
nigerians.

on her part, the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Mtn 
Foundation, nonny Ug-
boma said under the “What 
can We Do together” initia-
tive 400 projects comprising 
80 primary healthcare cen-
ters provided with medical 
equipment; school furniture 
sets provided to 174 schools; 
households supplies and 
equipment provided to 66 
orphanages amongst oth-
ers have been completed 
nationwide.

Mtn Foundation spends n1.1bn on projects in 
‘What can We Do together’ initiative

AkINREmI FEyIsIpO, Ibadan 
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T
he statutory three day 
(a week) plenary sitting 
w i t h i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives Cham-

ber have been put on hold until 
Tuesday, 18th September, 2017. 
However s ome Standing and 
Ad-hoc Committees set up by 
the leadership of  the Hous e 
are exported to function effec-
tively. While majority of the 
lawmakers who are not mem-
bers of these committees will 
either embark on overseas trips 
and others will spend their holi-
days to celebrate and associate 
with their constituents, others 
such as Ad-hoc Committee on 
Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) 
chaired by Ado Doguwa (APC-
Kano); Committee on Defence; 
Aids, Loans and Debt Manage-
m e n t ,  c h a i re d  b y  A d e y i n k a 
Ajayi (APC-Osun); Committee 
on Communication as well as 
Tertiary Education will be at 
hand to handle some investiga-
tive public hearings.

Meanwhile ,  I ’m of  strong 
view that some of the laudable 
amendments proposed by the 
Special Ad-hoc Committee on 
the 1999 Constitution, would 
have scaled through if not for 
the ‘undue and seeming tension’ 
which the presiding officer was 
subjected to. This I perceived 
might have been triggered by 

the previous legislative day’s 
exp erienc e,  where s ome ag-
grieved lawmakers protested 
against some issues bothering 
on the internal administration 
of the Lower Chamber. Perhaps 
in the attempt to avert ‘per-
ceived moves to truncate the 
voting exercise’, motions raised 
by some lawmakers including 
Mojeed Alabi and Jimi Benson 
(APC-Lagos) to deliberate on 
the recommendations of the 
S p e c i a l  A d - h o c  C o m m i t t e e 
would have seen some clauses 
which were trashed including 
the appointment of FCT indi-
genes imnto the Federal Cabi-
net; deletion of the Land Use 
Act,  National Youth Servic e 
Corps Act;  Public Complaint 
Commission Act and  from the 
Constitution with the v iew 
to ease amendment of those 
legislative frameworks by the 
Parliament.

Other clauses which failed 
including Devolution of power; 
C h a n g e  o f  N a m e s  o f  Lo c a l 
Governments (Rivers, Ebonyi, 
Ogun and Plateau) ;  deletion 
of State Independent Electoral 
Commission also failed as well 
as separation of the office of 
the Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister of Jus-
tice also failed despite the ini-
tial laudable efforts to correct 

the anomalies observed in the 
discharge of their functions.

Before  the  Hous e f inal ly 
resolved to wind-down legisla-
tive activities for the six weeks 
recess, two major bills namely: 
‘ Ba n k s  a n d  oth e r  F i n a n ci a l 
Institutions Act (Rep eal and 
Re-Enactment) Bill, 2017’ and 
‘Customs and Excise Statutory 
Appropriation Bill, 2016’ scaled 
through first reading.

L i ke w i s e ,  t h e  H o u s e  re -
ceived some reports including: 
the  ‘Conferenc e Committe e 
report on a Bill for an Act to 
amend the Public Procurement 
Act, 2007 to provide for and 
adopt a Local Content Policy 
and timely completion of pro-
curement processes’; ‘Bill for an 
Act to Establish the Electoral 
Offences Tribunal for the pur-
pose of trying Electoral offenc-
es and to establish the Nigerian 
Electoral Offences Commission 
charged with the responsibility 
of prohibition and prosecution 
of electoral offences’; ‘Report of 
the Committee on Federal Capi-
tal Territory on the Request 
for Confirmation of Abdullahi 
Oteh Attah, as Chairman of the 
Federal Capital Territory Inter-
nal Revenue Service (FCTIRS)’, 
cum ‘Report of the Committee 
on Federal C apital Territory 
on the petition against the re-

moval of Mrs Boma Averite as 
Se cretary/Board Memb er of 
FCTIRS’ as well as ‘Report of 
the Committee on Science and 
Te chnology on a B il l  for an 
Act to establish the National 
B iote chnology D evelopment 
Agency,’ respectively.

Similarly,  s ome financial 
s e ctor  relate d rep orts  were 
also laid before the House at 
plenary, namely: the “Report of 
the Committee on Banking and 
Currency on a Bill for an Act to 
amend the Asset Management 
Corp oration of  Nigeria  Act , 
2010 to Amend the Board or the 
Corporation so as to enhance its 
Efficiency in the Discharge of 
its statutory duties; the report 
of the Committee on Banking 
and Currency on a Bill for an 
Act to amend the Bank and oth-
er Financial Institutions Act, 
Cap. B3, Laws of the Federation 
of Nigeria, 2004 to among other 
t h i n g s ,  e s t ab l i s h  a  D e p o s i t 
Fund at the Central Bank for 
standardization and manage-
ment of dormant accounts so 
as to conform to international 
best practice and eliminate the 
possibility of Banks converting 
dormant ac c ounts  balanc es 
into income and to strengthen 
Risk Management and internal 
c ontrol pro c ess es as well  as 
the ‘Report of the Committee 

on Banking and Currency on 
a Bill for an Act to repeal the 
People’s Bank of Nigeria Act, 
Cap. P7, Laws of the Federation 
of Nigeria, 2004.”

To cap it all, the House the 
B ill  for an Act to authorize 
the issue from the Statutory 
Revenue Fund of  the Nige-
ria Customs Servic e,  worth 
N80,640,598,088.72 for 2017 
scaled through second reading 
and referred to the Committee 
of Supply for consideration, 
t h o u g h  n o t  p a s s e d  t i l l  t h e 
House resolved to shut down 
till 18th September.

When a presiding officer is ‘cowed’
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In the words of Dick Gregory, 
“Political promises are much 
like marriage vows. They are 

made at the beginning of the rela-
tionship between candidate and 
voters, but are quickly forgotten”.

The above quote is not meant 
to denigrate the institution of 
marriage per se but seeks to draw 
attention to the fact that when 
people taste enormous power at 
the center, it is so sweet and in-
toxicating that they forget what 
they promised the people.

The governing All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) had prom-
ised in the build-up to the 2015 
general elections that the party 
would restore true federalism 
and devolution of power. But in 
a twist of event at the consider-
ation of the report of the Senate 
Committee on Constitution Re-
view, the APC-led Senate rejected 
devolution of powers to State 
Houses of Assemblies.

Using electronic voting, 46 
s enators vote d in favour of 
Fourth Alteration Bill Number 
Three, which sought to alter 
the Second Schedule, Part I and 
II of the Constitution to move 
certain items from the Exclusive 
Legislative List to Concurrent 
Legislative List. Forty-eight (48) 

senators voted against it and 
one abstained. The Constitution 
stipulates a minimum require-
ment of two-third of each legisla-
tive chamber and State Houses of 
Assembly, implying that 73 sena-
tors, 240 Representatives and 24 
State Assemblies are needed to 
amend this clause alone.

Prior to last week’s clause-
by-clause consideration to fur-
ther alter provisions of the 1999 
Constitution of  the Fe deral 
Republic of Nigeria, the Eighth 
Senate had promis e d that it 
would abide by its Legislative 
Agenda, an official document 
that guides the activities of the 
Senate. I recall vividly a press 
conference by Senate spokes-
person Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi in 
November 2015 after the upper 
legislative chamb er adopte d 
the Legislative Agenda, when 
he said :  “Thos e  things  that 
are priority to the nation as 
they emerge will be addressed 
through legislation so as to le-
gitimise whatever it is.”

One of the issues that have 
dominated public discourse in 
recent times is the agitation for 
restructuring of the country.

Political commentators have 
canvassed for the restructur-
ing of the country in order to 
address some of the imbalances 
causing agitations for secession 
among some ethnic nationalities 
in Nigeria.

Advocates of restructuring 
heaved a sign of relief when the 
Senate called on the Executive to 
forward the report of the 2014 
National Conference to it for 
consideration. This was because 
some of the recommendations of 
the confab like creation of state 
police and devolution of powers 

to the states, are components of 
restructuring, already addressed 
by the confab report.

It beats my imagination that 
the Senate would on the one 
hand call on the Executive to 
forward to it report of the confab, 
yet rejected devolution of powers 
to state assemblies in the con-
stitution amendment exercise. 
Is it not rather curious that the 
same chamber that refused to 
devolve powers to state assem-
blies, granted itself sweeping 
powers, included former Senate 
Presidents, ex-Speakers of House 
of Representatives in the compo-
sition of the Council of State and 
whittled down executive powers 
by removing the law-making 
powers of the Executive arm of 
government?

Senators have shown by their 
action that they were only play-
ing to the gallery in the first 
instance to score cheap political 
points. They are fully aware that 
unlike the 2015 general elec-
tions, restructuring will form the 
campaign tool in the 2019 gen-
eral polls. As legislators already 
seeking re-election in 2019, they 
took advantage of public outcry 
to join calls for the Executive to 
send the report of the National 
Conference to it.

The import of not granting 
devolution of power to states 
is that items on the Exclusive 
List like environment, railway, 
national parks, stamp duties, 
power,  road safety which were 
initially recommended to be 
moved to the Concurrent List 
so that federal and state assem-
blies can legislate on them, will 
remain an exclusive preserve of 
an overbearing Federal Govern-
ment. Events have shown that 

the Federal Government does not 
have the capacity to fund these 
areas amidst paucity of funds.

The resultant effect is that 
funding of these items would 
suffer, as states that would have 
invested in these critical areas to 
boost their internally generated 
revenue will not be able to do so 
due to legal constraints, thereby 
causing serious damage to the 
people.

With power devolved from 
the center, states will develop at 
their own pace and exploit areas 
of comparative advantage in 
their drive to promote economic 
diversification for enhanced rev-
enue generation, job creation and 
improved livelihoods for their 
teeming populace.

The constitution amendment 
exercise witnessed the use of 
electronic voting for the second 
time sinc e the inauguration 
of the Eighth Senate in 2015. 
Drawing from the lessons of the 
botched Seventh Assembly Con-
stitution Review Exercise, the 
committee broke the alterations 
into clusters bills to ensure that 
the rejection of section(s) regard-
ing an issue does not affect other 
sections dealing with different, 
unconnected issues. This was to 
forestall the experience of the 
last constitution amendment 
process, where the rejection of 
some aspects of the alterations 
by former President Goodluck 
Jonathan thwarted the N4billion 
exercise.

The intervention of Deputy 
Senate President and Chairman, 
Senate Committee on Review 
of the 1999 Constitution, Ike 
Ekweremadu, saved the altera-
tion of Bill Number 24. This 
proposal spells out procedure 

for overriding Presidential veto. 
Unlike other alterations which 
required two-thirds of the apex 
legislative chamber for success-
ful amendment, Section 9 (3) of 
the Constitution stipulates that 
four-fifth of the Senate is needed. 
When senators voted 87 to four 
in favour of the proposal and pro-
ceeded to Bill 25, Ekweremadu 
raised a Point of Order to explain 
the implications of not exceeding 
the requirement in the previous 
bill. His intervention saw Senate 
President Bukola Saraki order-
ing another round of voting on 
the matter. Thus, the number 
increased from 87 to 92.

As lawmakers embark on 
seven-week recess, Saraki failed 
to announce the reshuffling of 
committees, as earlier promised.

He had adjourned first ple-
nary on Thursday to enable law-
makers reconvene to adopt Votes 
and Proceedings. However, news 
went around that the Senate 
President was already compiling 
names of new committee chair-
men and that senators of ‘juicy’ 
panels had besieged his office 
to retain their seats. Rumours 
went around that the likes of 
Dino Melaye, Kabir Marafa had 
lost their ‘juicy’ committees of 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
and Petroleum Downstream 
respectively.

We were arme d with our 
midgets to record the announce-
ment, even as some colleagues 
had sent slugs to the editors. 
However, Saraki shocked ev-
eryone when he failed to re-
shuffle committees. He simply 
announced the date of adjourn-
ment when they reconvened for 
plenary. The Senate President is 
indeed, very unpredictable.

Paying lip service to restructuring
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Addressing voter apathy in Nigeria

T
he recently concluded 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
election in Lagos State 
has once again brought 
to fore the issue of voter 

apathy in the country. According 
to reports, voter turnout during the 
last Lagos council poll was not in the 
least encouraging.  

For instance, reports had it that at 
Unit 026, Ward F, Alausa, Ikeja, less 
than 50 people, out of a registered 
voter population of over 1,000, had 
voted as at noon. That, indeed, was 
almost the trend throughout most 
polling stations.   

According to LASIEC, there was 
high voter registration but very low 
turnout across the state. Dr Idiat 
Adebule, the state deputy governor, 
while casting her vote at Ward A, PU 
013 in Iba, lamented the low voter 
turnout. By the time she voted, only 
35 people had cast their votes.

According to a statistics from 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), only about 
35 percent of the over 70 million 
Nigerians who registered to vote 
in the 2011 general elections really 
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participated in the voting process, 
meaning 65 percent of registered 
voters did not vote. Similarly, it was 
recently revealed that about 1.4 
million Lagosians are yet to collect 
their Permanent Voter Cards.

This growing trend ensures that 
leaders who attain political power 
via the votes of the minority rule over 
the majority. Second, because they 
don’t get to power through the votes 
of the majority, they tend to espouse 
self-seeking agenda. Third, it casts 
serious aspersion on the kind of 
democracy we practice. Furthermore, 
it makes elected political leaders 
unaccountable to the people since 
they did not, in the real sense, derive 
their coming to power from the 
majority of registered voters. Also, 
it makes it a bit hypocritical for 
those who did not turn out to vote 
to criticise those who were elected 
through the same process that they 
shunned.

Many factors are responsible for 
voter apathy in the country. Some 
are of the notion that their votes do 
not really count since they believe, 
rightly or wrongly, that the outcome 
of most elections in the country is 
predetermined. Also, some believe 
that the electoral process is replete 
with violence, while some consider 
the political class undeserving of 
their votes because of their perceived 
insincerity to electoral promises. 
Equally, especially in the case of 
local council elections, many are of 

the view that that tier of government 
doesn’t really do much to deserve 
anyone’s vote.

However, irrespective of the 
validity of the reasons as highlighted 
above, it is counterproductive for the 
people to shun polls in a democracy. 
We need to respect the supreme 
sacrifices paid by the patriots who 
laid down their lives for us to enjoy 
this participatory democracy. In 
any case, that the majority refuses 
to participate in voting does not in 
any way invalidate the outcome of 
elections. Sadly, we all suffer the 
consequences of staying aloof when 
the wrong people get into elected 
political offices.

If democracy is to truly be the 
government of the people and for 
the people, the people must own the 
process from the beginning to the end. 
Active involvement in the political 
process signifies that everyone is a 
critical stakeholder, having the best 
interest of the country at heart. It is 
a practical demonstration of being a 
responsible citizen. 

To lure the people back to the 
polls, elected political leaders at all 
levels should not take the electorates 
for granted. It is sheer treachery 
for an elected leader to ignore his/
her electoral promises while in 
power. Compatriots who ignore all 
difficulties in order to participate in 
voting ought to be given a better deal. 
Also, the practice of turning elections 
into a do-or-die affair should be 
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discouraged to give credibility to the 
electoral process.

Additionally, INEC, political 
parties, the civil society, the press 
and other stakeholders should give 
greater attention to voter education 
as well as other enlightenment 
campaigns that could restore the 
confidence of the people in the 
electoral process. 

It is important to stress that 
the worst illiterate is the political 
i l l iterate who takes no part in 
political process. Sadly, he doesn’t 
understand that everything depends 
on political decision. Unfortunately, 
the politically dormant even prides 
himself on his political ignorance by 
openly sticking out his chest that he 
hates politics. He doesn’t know that 
from his political apathy comes the 
prostitute, the abandoned child, the 
robber and, worst of all, corrupt and 
incompetent public officials.

Democracy is best defended by 
those it is meant for - the people. 
But for democracy to really serve 
the interest of the people, they must 
respect all democratic norms and 
principles. Today, we all look at 
some of the advanced democracies 
of the world with envy. The truth, 
however, is that they have achieved 
greatness through the strengthening 
of grassroots democracy. Of course, 
there is no other way through which 
democracy could be strengthened 
other than involvement of the 
majority in democratic process.
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F
or France, May 7, 2017 will 
remain a historical date for 
a country that prides itself 
in its great history and 
enlightenment. That was 

the date; Emmanuel Macron became 
President of the country at 39. Prior 
to his election as president, Macron, 
an ex-merchant banker was a former 
Economic Minister and one of the 
architects of a reform bill aimed at de-
regulating key sectors of the France 
economy under Francois Hollande 
administration.

This ordinarily should have 
served as a spark for Nigerian youths 
to wake up and begin a move that 
will position them for attainment 
of strategic position relevant to turn 
the “curse’’ of Nigeria’s big population 
and resources into an economic 
blessing. Unspeakably, the lessons of 
that political development in France 
were lost by Nigeria in spite of its 
massive youth population. Rather, 
it was Macron’s First Lady’s age 
and some other mundane stuff that 
caught the fancy of most people.

Not only does Macron feat seem 
mythical to achieve in contemporary 

President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
determination to boost the 
nation’s economy does not seem 

to click with the tenets of globalisation 
of trade as enunciated by the Western 
world. This is because the West, 
including the neo-liberalist and the 
Brettingwood philosophers, see the 
peculiar nature of the approach as 
theoretical.

The conclusions by both groups 
is based on their penchant for a 
free market space, unfettered by 
government inhibitions and stringent 
policy controls. They also look for 
opportunities for the dumping of all 
sorts of goods, especially, sub-standard 
and fake products.

Although globalisation favours 
free market space, the reality is that 
the Nigerian milieu objects to such 
position on grounds that it prefers 
to avoid the luxury of the now for 
investment in the future.

One flaw noticed in the free 
market clause is that it brings together 
countries that are unequal in terms of 
competition of goods and services in 
the market place as there is no level 
playing field for such activity. Big 
economies have been found to always 
dominate the smaller economies 
on issues concerning international 
markets and such is achieved through 
capitalist and free-trade policies.

Nigerian youths and unsettled political climate

Globalisation: Implications for Buhari’s economic agenda

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

Nigeria where in their 40’s, the 
vast population of the citizenry 
still questions their role in a society 
that has self-perpetuated men of 
yesterdays at the helm of affairs, 
but the general condition of youths 
gives picture of a bleak future except 
myriad of faults in our national 
engine are repaired.

Whereas there is understanding 
at the global level that youth are 
significant parts of the global 
population that need to be included 
in decision-making, youths are 
marginal ize d and extremely 
excluded from the political and socio-
economic spheres in Nigeria. Looking 
at the Nigerian youth, especially 
those in the age bracket of 30 to 40 
years, it will be discovered that many 
that don’t have grasp of history and 
nothing to offer other than repeating 
verses of hate learnt from the books 
of many of our gerontocrats and 
aristocrats. Many of them are ready 
to stake their all to butt-lick and 
defend questionable politicians for 
pecuniary gains.

Overtime, bad governance, 
inefficiency and corruption have 
stirred up frustrated youths to 
the point that ethnic militancy, 
kidnapping, insurgency among 
other contemporary problems have 
become defining identity of youth 
contributions to our nation’s polity.

Today, the arguments by the 
powers-that-be remain largely 
that the youths of today in Nigeria 
have failed to prove themselves 

For instance, the Brettingwood 
s cho ol  of  thought favours the 
devaluation and the free float of the 
Naira so that the currency loses value 
against the Dollar. They also support 
the flooding of the Nigerian market 
with foreign goods in order to make 
profit at the expense of the Nigerian 
producer.

E v i d e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t 
globalization does not create symbiotic 
relationships b etwe en une qual 
countries. It rather fosters the bigger 
above the smaller.

S t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t 
e a c h  c o u n t r y  t h a t  a c h i e v e d 
industrialization has at some point 
adopted some form of economic 
nationalism or the other which 
involves the application of initiative, 
policies to protect, encourage and 
promote local efforts targeted at 
development and growth. 

England, China and the United 
States are popular examples. At 
some point, they introduced policies 
that asserted control on their local 
economies through the imposition 
of tariff and the restriction on the 
movement of goods. All these were 
geare d towards b o osting their 
industrial productivity and tapping 
into resources that had become fallow.

These same countries constitute 
the present day beneficiaries of 
globalization because they had looked 
inwards and produced what they 
consumed, placed priority on the 

youths have become hate speech 
specialists using every available 
media channel to ‘bomb’ each 
other. 

The question now is  what 
should be done to put us back 
on track? Certainly,  i f  thos e 
obstacles militating against our 
socio-economic development are 
to be smashed, organization of 
some people into a vital force or 
a pressure group is inevitable in 
every geo-political zone of the 
country. The enlightened youths 
should first constitute themselves 
into Independent National Civil 
Organization to champion reforms 
and genuine restructuring in the 
country. It is time for youths to 
develop intellectual capacity that 
will  help them to understand 
and appreciate danger of ethnic 
and religious manipulation by 
the selfish ruling class. As things 
stand to day,  Nigerian youths 
need a mental revolution and 
reorientation that will make them 
true and patriotic Nigerians.

The real youths in Nigeria 
must be dynamic, mobile and 
energetic and shun tendency of 
dissipating their energy on the wrong 
course. Irrespective of affected geo-
political zone, the youths must start 
recognizing injustice as injustice 
and fight against it. Justice is the 
best weapon to curb insecurity and 
amend myriad of structural defects 
troubling us as a nation. 

Rather than being ballot box 

foreign exchange window. The 
decision has saved Nigeria about $5 
million daily. 

By the end of 2017, a total ban on the 
importation of rice would be effected. 
Government action on rice has already 
boosted local production such that 
farmers would be in a position to satisfy 
local demand by the time importation 
of the commodity is struck out of the 
import list. It is a win-win situation 
because the consumption of local rice is 
fast becoming the norm, while the local 
producers are smiling to the banks.

Apart from ric e,  the Buhari 
a d m i n i s t rat i o n  a l s o  p l a c e d  a 
moratorium on the provision of Foreign 
Exchange by the Central Bank for 
the importation of 41 items. These 
items ranged from cement, palm oil, 
meat, furniture, toothpicks, soaps and 
cosmetics, tomatoes, tomato paste to 
textiles.

The items made the prohibition list 
because the raw materials for their 
production and even the finished 
products are readily available in the 
local markets. Like the experience in 
rice, local producers of the items have 
sprouted across the country and they 
are in business. 

For Nigeria’s fledgling industries 
and manufacturing sector to grow, an 
environment for their success must be 
created by closing the borders to stop 
the importation of foreign alternatives. 

T h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  h i g h e r 
tariff on imported automobiles is 

snatchers during elections, youths 
must vigorously articulate and 
demand for youth friendly electoral 
process. It could be like making the 
age limit for voting to be youth-
inclusive and establishing favourable 
legal conditions to enable youth to 
actively involved in election.  Instead 
of giving quit (from a geo-political 
zone) threats to fellow Nigerians, 
the youths should start channeling 
energy towards fighting injustice and 
nepotism within the system.  

The media is one of the major 
instruments to raise the awareness 
level of youth; thereby they can 
exercis e their p olitical rights 
and influence the decision of 
governments. Example of devoting 
a whole page titled ‘youth speak’ by 
a national daily should be replicated 
by others including the electronic 
media. The ticking time bomb of over 
ten million out of school children 
should be included in this.

In conclusion, the summary of the 
whole argument is that if the young 
population in Nigeria is well cared for 
and properly utilized, it would be a 
potential resource to uplift the nation 
to the status of Nigeria everybody 
wants. Otherwise, several agitations 
and insurgency from different geo-
political zone as being presently 
experienced will be a child play. Let 
it also be stressed that the Nigerian 
youths must be ready to take the bull 
by the horns in order to really take 
their rightful place in the scheme of 
things in the country.

beginning to yield dividends as more 
automobile assembling plants have 
started investing in Nigeria. So far, 
22 automobile companies including 
Honda, TATA and Toyota are on the 
list of such companies.

The revival and rehabilitation of 
local refineries and the construction 
of new ones through private initiatives 
have given the government to 
confidence to announce a plan to stop 
the importation of fuel in 2019 when 
the refineries are expected to produce 
at full capacity.

In summary, economic nationalism, 
coupled with protectionism is needed 
for Nigeria’s industrial and economic 
growth. The nation requires some 
break from globalisation in order to 
put its acts together and look inwards 
to identify areas of comparative 
advantage in the production of goods 
and provision of services.

If this is not done, Nigeria will 
remain a perpetual consuming nation, 
while targets set to attain the status of 
a producing nation or economically 
independent country will continue to 
be a mirage

Globalisation is a blessing and 
a curse. For Nigeria, the realisation 
that  there  must  b e  a  balanc e 
between economic nationalism and 
globalisation remains the way to go. 
Based on the premise, globalisation is 
the hope for tomorrow even though 
it is by application, the curse of today 
for Nigeria.
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worthy of taking over the mantle of 
leadership. Hence, the role reserved 
for the youths by protagonists of this 
claim is that of political thugs and 
hate speech activists. The glaring 
consequence is that we are now at a 
point where no discerning mind can 
pretend not to see nexus between 
political exclusion and radicalization 
especially now that every institution 
(family, education, religion etc) meant 
to build the capacity of youths to 
serve as a vital force has been 
rendered dysfunctional.

However, a close reflection on 
Nigerian history will show that 
youths have not always been at 
the back seat of political vehicle 
in Nigeria. If we flash back to 
Nigeria of the 60s and up to the 
70s, the situation of the youths 
was different. Our rulers in that 
period up to the first era of Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo were even 
younger than Emmanuel Macron.

T h e  t ro ub l e  w i t h  N i g e r i a 
starte d when c orruption and 
impunity of  the rul ing class 
b e g i n  t o  o ve r s h a d o w  yo ut h 
development. That was when 
looting became a national agenda 
at the expense of education and 
industrialization. The result is 
the reduction of commitment of 
the youths to national integration 
and development. It  ac c ounts 
for why rather than team up 
to network for a clear national 
mission through policy issues-
based debate, majority of Nigerian 

development of local industries, 
patronized locally manufactured 
goods and enforced laws that protected 
their local markets from cheaper 
imported goods. Having satisfied 
local demands, their industries went 
further to produce for export which 
opened the doors for foreign exchange 
earnings. 

Bas e d on the foregoing, one 
wonders why Nigeria’s economic 
nationalism should b e viewe d 
differently by the same West.

Despite the antics embedded in 
globalization, Nigeria has opened its 
eyes to see the gaps in the arrangement 
and the attendant conspiracies and has 
therefore decided to act in its best self-
interest to get things right by tinkering 
with its contents and demands.

To achieve the feat, the Buhari 
administration has not dumped 
globalization agenda in its entirety, 
rather it only on focused on striking 
a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  e c o n o m i c 
nationalism and globalization. This 
has been done by simply allowing 
the free inflow of goods that are 
indispensable based on the fact that 
they are not produced in the country, 
while restrictions are placed on luxury 
items that starve and weaken local 
entrepreneurship and production.

Nigeria spent $2.4 billion on 
the importation of rice between 
2012 and 2015. When the present 
administration came into office it 
delisted rice from the government’s 
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O
ur world is 
disoriented. 
E ve r y t h i n g 
is in disarray. 
We have pro-

gressively lost a sense of 
right and wrong. We have 
lost our humanity, that 
aspect of us that makes 
us empathise with others 
in their time of difficulty 
or need, that makes us 
our brother’s keeper, and 
we have supplanted it 
with a callous, unthink-
ing, unfeeling cruelty. 
We have lost our sense 
of the sacred. We have no 
respect for the living; we 
have no respect for the 
sick, the dying and the 
dead. We have lived up 
to the saying that a corpse 
is but a log of wood to an 
unconcerned passer-by. 
Indeed, we have gone past 
that stage described in 
William Butler Yeats’ ‘The 

And we sink deeper down the cesspool

Second Coming’, where 
“mere anarchy is loosed 
upon the world”.

Every day takes us 
deeper into the cesspool. 
And the danger is that we 
do not even seem to know 
it. It was the advent of so-
cial media that nailed the 
coffin. The social media, 
with its almost absolute 
freedom and democra-
tisation of information 
flow, has made it possible 
for content that would 
otherwise be banned in 
the mainstream media to 
now find its way into the 
public domain.

Every day on Facebook, 
you wake up to behold 
several manifestations of 
abuse of social media in 
the form of gory pictures 
that Nigerians post. The 
other day a friend of mine 
made the following post 
on Facebook: “I don’t un-
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derstand why Nigerians 
delight in decorating their 
timelines with graphic 
pictures of dead bodies. 
You wake up to all man-
ner of gruesome pictures 
of accident victims and 
victims of vicious attacks. 
See, listen up, this is not 
right... Even the dead de-
serve some respect.”

Indeed, you cannot but 
begin to read some sadistic 
meaning into some of the 
things mostly young Nige-
rians do on social media. 
Someone is attending a 
burial of a so-called loved 
one and in place of the 
tears that should be shed 
for the deceased, that or-
dinarily would blindfold 
the bereaved from even 
thinking straight, some 
phone-camera wielding 
maniac brandishes a cam-
era, takes several shots of 
the corpse lying in state 

and, fiam, everything is on 
Facebook within seconds. 
What for? Are corpses 
supposed to be for public 
spectacle?

A n o t h e r  N i g e r i a n 
stumbles on an accident 
scene. Several bodies are 
littered everywhere, some 
stone dead, limbs and oth-
er body parts scattered 
here and there; others 
still oozing fresh blood 
but conscious nonethe-
less, with chances of sur-
vival if given immediate 
attention. But that’s not 
the concern of the young 
man or lady. Rather than 
call for help, they pick 
up their phone, activate 
the camera and take sev-
eral shots of fellow human 
beings, both dead and 
dying, and post on Face-
book, and then add a note: 
‘Happening live at Ajah 
Roundabout’. Some might 
even take a selfie and add 
a note: ‘Me posing with 
some accident victims at 
Ijesha Bus-stop’. How nice!

People get to a crime 
scene and what’s on their 
mind is to take shots of 
those shot down by armed 
robbers or armed rob-
bers killed by the police. 
They’re not wired to call 
the police, even if the po-
lice do not have a history 
of responding to emer-
gency calls in record time.

And the absurd part 
is the amazing rate at 
which these nauseating 

pictures go viral on the 
internet. Once it drops, 
the hundreds of illiter-
ate, untrained, unskilled 
kobo-kobo bloggers would 
feast on it like flies on a 
heap of faeces with their 
one-one line stories that 
make you want to throw 
up, and the “collective 
children of anger” would 
like it and share it as if 
their life depends on it. 
You ask, what are they 
sharing? What are they 
liking? The suffering of 
others or the death of 
their enemies?

That was how they 
shared the picture of the 
butchered body of Eu-
nice Elisha, a 42-year-old 
mother of seven and an as-
sistant pastor with the Re-
deemed Christian Church 
of God (RCCG), who was 
murdered while preach-
ing around Gbazango-
West area of Kubwa in 
the Bwari Area Council of 
the Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT). That was how 
they shared the picture of 
Mayowa Ahmed, an ovar-
ian cancer patient who 
eventually lost the battle, 
in her lowest moments. 
That’s how they’ve been 
sharing gory pictures of 
several people killed by 
Fulani herdsmen in many 
parts of Nigeria. That’s 
how they’ve been spread-
ing stark naked pictures of 
alleged petty thieves, men 
and women alike, caught 

B
eing helpful: One major 
trait of a refined char-
acter is sensitivity. Be-
ing genuinely helpful 

to your co-workers, especially 
to the newcomer demonstrates 
that you are sensitive to the 
feelings and needs of others 
and this is one sure way of 
winning many friends in your 
workplace. Follow the Golden 
Rule, do for others what you 
wished someone had done for 
you when you newly joined 
your organisation.

•Respect for personal space: 
Your refinement as a person is 
reflected in the way you show 
respect for the personal space 
of your co-workers. Whenever 
you engage in friendly chats or 
business discussions with your 
colleagues, it will serve only to 
alienate them if you infringe 
upon their physical space. The 
importance of maintaining 
appropriate personal space is 
so important that an entire 
study, Proxemics, is devoted to 
it. A basic knowledge of physi-
cal spacing is important both 
in your personal and profes-
sional lives. Keep the following 
in mind:

-  Intimate distance for em-
bracing, touching or whisper-
ing

•Close phase – less than 6 
inches (15 cm)

• Far phase – 6 to 18 inches 
(15 to 46 cm)

- Personal distance for inter-
actions among good friends or 
family members

•Close phase – 1.5 to 2.5 feet 
(46 to 76 cm)

 Relationship with the Op-
posite Sex: As much as possible, 
maintain cordial relationships 
with members of the oppo-
site sex at the office. In most 
organisations, office romance 
is prohibited and this is so for 
very good reasons, as most of 
the time it ends badly. Although 
there are a few relationships 
that end well, the majority do 
not. In the end, a broken heart-
ed employee will not perform 
optimally, so why risk your 
emotions, your job and your 
reputation for an office fling? 
This is also unadvisable for 
security reasons. In any case, 
the office is not the place to 
throw emotional tantrums or 
go around with a soulful face. 
One type of relationship that I 
strongly advice against is that 
between a married person and 
a single person, or between two 
married people. This type of 
relationship is best described as 
toxic. There is no future and no 
prospect in it. One party always 
ends up miserable, feeling used 
and abandoned. Most times 
women are victims. Please 
avoid such relationships like 
the plague.

•Far phase – 2.5 to 4 feet (76 
to 122 cm)

 - Social distance for interac-
tions among acquaintances

•Close phase – 4 to 7 feet (1.2 
to 2.1 m)

•Far phase – 7 to 12 feet (2.1 
to 3.7 m) 

- Public distance used for 
public speaking

•Close phase – 12 to 25 feet 
(3.7 to 7.6 m)

•Far phase – 25 feet (7.6 m) 
or more.

Generally, in social/official 
interactions, a personal space 
of an arm’s length is acceptable. 
You can’t go wrong if you use 
this basic rule. For hugs and 
kisses, if you are so much in-
clined, wait for the other party 
(especially if of the opposite sex) 
to draw you into an embrace 
before you oblige. An open 
body language – open arms, an 
inviting smile is an invitation to 
hug or cheek kiss.

Visibility is not availability. 
In open office arrangements, 
please note that just because 
a person is visible and within 
earshot is not an invitation 
for unsolicited interaction or 
intrusion. You must always ask 
permission before you barge 
into a person’s workspace or 
thinking space.

Case study: Jeremy had a 
deadline and had been at his 
desk all morning trying hard to 
finish up and email his work to 
his boss. While in the middle of 
articulating a difficult concept 
in writing, Segun walked in, 
slapped him on the back and 
asked him to join in for lunch 

with other friends. In spite 
of Jeremy’s best attempts to 
explain the seriousness of the 
work he had at hand Segun 
proved defiant. By the time Se-
gun took his leave, the abstract 
concept Jeremy was trying 
to put down had eluded him 
completely. Unable to recover 
his trend of thought, Jeremy 
felt bitter toward Segun for 
making his work twice as hard 
as it should have been.

It is crucial to note that the 
workplace is not the place for 
indiscriminate fraternisation. 
It is insensitive to barge in on 
colleagues without seeking per-
mission. Not all work is routine 
and can be done by rote, so bear 
in mind that people may not be 
available for conversation or 
socialising even when they are 
visible. Etiquette demands that 
you ask if it is the right time to 
talk. It would have been better 
if Segun had said something like                  
“Jeremy are you free for lunch?”  
Or, “Is it a good time to ask you 
for information on the Band 
wagon case?”  If the colleague in 
question shakes his/her head or 
answers in monosyllables, it is 
prudent to leave him/her alone 
and allow some time to lapse 
before repeating the demand.

Respect for co-workers:  The 
universal need of humanity is 
to be appreciated, valued and 
respected. When you feed 
these needs in others they 
reciprocate. Among the many 
ways to show respect and ap-
preciation for those you work 
with include:

-Being polite, even when 

you are angry.  Do not put down 
anyone in the presence of oth-
ers. Do not use abusive words or 
act in ways that belittle others.

-Do not take credit for the 
work of others, especially your 
subordinates.

-Be a good team player. 
When there’s work to be done, 
put in your fair share. Don’t be 
a dead weight.

-Promptly return things 
you borrow.

- Be generous with your 
praises and stingy with harsh 
criticism.

-Scold and criticise in private 
as much as possible and praise 
in public often.

-When you introduce your 
colleagues, especially when 
they are junior to you, do it in 
a way that makes them feel 
important and valued.

-Remember to thank others 
for the good work that they do.

-Remember the small 
things, like a colleague’s birth-
day or anniversary. Wish them 
well, and do not insist that they 
take you out, or what is popu-
larly known as ‘washing it’.

-Watch your language. Don’t 
use vulgar words when address-
ing others. Avoid sexist language , 
say “ladies” instead of “chics babes 
or gals”, and “gentlemen” instead 
of  “blokes or “guys or dudes”.

-Remember names. Nothing 
is sweeter to a person than their 
name. People warm up quickly 
to those who remember their 
name properly pronounced. 
This advice is especially helpful 
in big organisations with hun-
dreds of employees. Take the 

time to memorise the names of 
your co-workers. It will prove to 
be a truly valuable habit.

-Let people leave your com-
pany with their dignity intact. 
They will respect you for your 
consideration.

Practising Tact and Diplo-
macy:  At one time or the other, 
we have had to endure the 
misbehaviours of certain col-
leagues that have a wrong 
notion of what constitutes 
strength of character or per-
sonality. Some people actu-
ally believe that saying exactly 
what they feel without any 
form of vetting is synonymous 
with power, honesty and confi-
dence. A refined person under-
stands the difference between 
bluntness and frankness, and is 
careful in discerning the right 
thing to say to another person 
so as not to offend him. Tact 
is the opposite of bluntness. 
There is a lack of regard for the 
feelings of others in a blunt 
person. Speak frankly only 
when it is absolutely necessary; 
be wise in discerning what 
constitutes a necessity. Do not 
make rudeness a hallmark of 
your character.

in the uncensored web of 
jungle justice. As if shar-
ing these pictures gives 
them some special kind of 
pleasure.

Do we need a micro-
phone or an amplifier to 
announce to young Nige-
rians (and even some old 
papas and mamas who 
think through their neth-
er regions) that it is mean, 
cruel and demeaning to 
post pictures of fellow 
human beings in their 
weakest and most vul-
nerable state? Is it a case 
of an idle mind being the 
devil’s workshop? Is it a 
case of commercialising 
other people’s heartaches? 
Is it that death has been 
demystified, that we have 
seen so many deaths in 
the last few years, in the 
hands of Boko Haram and 
the herdsmen, that we 
no longer care? Is it an 
affirmation of the saying 
that life is cheap in Nige-
ria? Or maybe they don’t 
know that anything that 
goes on the internet can-
not be recalled? You can 
delete your original post, 
but what about those who 
have shared it like balls of 
akara at the bus-stop?

You may continue to 
blame the government 
for not providing jobs 
for these youngsters. My 
concern is that the way 
we’re going, we may soon 
descend into the dark age 
of cannibalism.

Basic office courtesies that will stand you out...
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The talk about an impending cabi-
net reshuffle is getting thicker 
on a daily basis.  Long before 

President Muhammadu Buhari jetted 
out of the country on his second medi-
cal journey to London, speculations 
had been rife that he had perfected 
plans to drop some ministers who 
had become liabilities to him. For two 
years, Nigerians have watched with 
utter disappointment as every aspect 
of the nation’s l ife has c ontinue d 
to experience decay despite having 
ministers who preside over different 
sectors. 

The essence of ministers is to assist 
the president deliver on his mandate, 
but it appears that most of the minis-
ters have been in slumbering mood. 
Nothing is happening on their beats. 
It appears they do not want to run 
farther and faster than their boss, 
the president.  It  had b e en hinte d 
some time ago that the president was 
slowing down the pace of work of the 

The Holy Book says, “Salt is good, 
but if the salt has lost its salti-
ness, how will you make it salty 

again? Have salt in yourselves…” 
By the same token, the National 

Orientation Agency (NOA) as the body 
tasked with “communicating govern-
ment policy, staying abreast of public 
opinion, and promoting patriotism, 
national unity, and development of Ni-
gerian society” appears to have lost its 
saltiness and is no longer good for the 

Paul the Apostle got incensed by the 
childishness of the Galatians that he 
cried out, “O foolish Galatians, who 

has bewitched you, that you should not 
obey the truth...?” 

If Paul was alive today, he would have 
used harsher words on the Nigerian popu-
lace as a result of their extreme gullibility. 
There is no doubt that the Nigerian masses 
have been bewitched by the political class 
who remote-control them to believe all 
manner of lies. 

Nigerians are watching helplessly as 
their so-called leaders take them for a ride. 
Or how else can one interpret the shenani-
gan going on, all in the name of illness of 
President Muhammadu Buhari? 

How did Nigerians degenerate into 
a nation with leaders who think with-
out their head; a crop of desperadoes 
who occupy positions for the sake of it? 
Little wonder Donald Trump, president 
of America,recently prescribed re-coloni-
sation for them. 

It is an insult on the sensibilities of 
Nigerians for their so-called leaders to 
have elevated the illness of the president 
to a political discourse; it has become part 
of governance to abandon the pressing 
need of governance for a worthless visit 

Cabinet reshuffle: No magic wands!

Bewitched Nigerians!

Anachronistic NOA!

In 40 days Shekau must be overthrown?

ministers. 
It  to ok the president ab out six 

months to appoint ministers and many 
of them have been learning the ropes; 
they have not really come to terms 
with the enormous work expected 
of them. They are ever learning and 
never coming to knowledge; it appears 
they are following the steps of their 
boss who thinks he has donkey years 
to deploy the magic wand to effect the 
change he promised Nigerians. 

The way things are, 100 new minis-
ters will never deliver the change Ni-
geria desperately needs. Like Barrack 
Obama, former US president observed, 
Nigeria does not need men, but institu-
tions. The Buhari administration has 
not built institutions; the president is 
still relying on old colleagues of his 
who made name yesteryear and us-
ing the analogue to solve the digital 
problem of today’s Nigeria. 

It is not about hiring new ministers; 
it is about empowering the existing 
ones. For instance, Babatunde Fashola, 
minister of works, power, and hous-
ing; Kayode Fayemi, minister of solid 
minerals; Ogbonnaya Onu, minister 
of science and technology; and other 
ministers have good and fantastic 
plans which they trumpet at every 
forum, but the more they speak fine 
English, the more things are going 
further wrong in the areas they are 
presiding over. So the problem appears 
to be the inability of the president to 
provide the necessary impetus. 

One would have thought that the 
likes of Fashola would work a magic as 
a federal minister. He talked so much 
about the deplorable roads in Apapa 
when he was the governor of Lagos. 
Pray, is there anything in the corridors 
of power that drain people of their 
reasonability when they get there?

Nigeria of today. It is good to be dis-
carded and scrapped out of existence. 

The NOA seems to be an agency 
that has lost its usefulness at a time 
in the nation’s history when its role 
is needed so desperately. NOA is an 
agency under the Federal Ministry of 
Information with a motto “Do the right 
thing: transform Nigeria.” 

But it is neither doing the right 
thing nor transforming anything. 
Today, the agency is dead and has 
surrendered its role to the minister 
of information who does not draw a 
demarcation between defending the 
government and releasing beneficial 
information. 

NOA by now should b e tel l ing 
Nigerians the state of the nation in a 
language that would not make them 
panic. In performing its role, the agen-
cy is meant to couch its words in such 
a way that the people see hope in the 
face of hopelessness. But it is at best a 
propaganda tool to spew outright lies 
in defence of the government. Indeed, 
the agency has become moribund and 
anachronistic, and must be scrapped.

Pray, how many times does a person die? 
Once? But in the eyes of the military, 
Abubakar Shekau, leader of the Islamist 

Boko Haram sect has died severally and yet, 
still lives. On many occasions, the military had 
celebrated the death of the man. 

The nation newspapers and electronic 
media made headline news over the repeated 
deaths. At a point it was said that the military 
doubted the possibility of Shekau living after 
the mortal injuries he sustained. 

When news began to circulate that the 
man had resurfaced to taunt the leadership of 
the country, the military said it was another 
man with the ruthless mien of the ‘fallen’ 
insurgent leader. 

They bandied this falsehood for months 
until they came clean and acknowledged that 
the enemy must have used his “otumokpo” 
to come back to life. Now, the highest office 
of the military, through the Chief of Army 
Staff, Lt.-General Tukur Buratai, has given the 
soldiers fighting hard in the Sambisa forest to 
snuff life out of Shekau within 40 days, what-
ever it will take them. Why forty days? Why 
so long a period? Why not in a week or two? 

The other time we were told that the Boko 
Haram has been sacked from the Sambisa 
forest.

Where are they fighting from now? How 
many Sambisa forests do we have in Borno 

and pilgrimage to London in the name of 
seeing how the president is faring. 

Nigerians have indeed been bewitched! 
In the last one week, a huge number of 
political actors embarked on a pilgrimage 
to London to worship Buhari. Amid sear-
ing poverty in the land; at a time when 
a good number of Nigerians are hungry 
and cannot find food to eat, their leaders 
spend huge amount of taxpayers’ money 
on a rendezvous all in the name of going 

to see a sick president. 
Why do we delight in inanities? In their 

usual lack of respect and consideration for 
the poor masses of this country, they went 
to London and the only picture that they 
felt was good enough to send home is where 
they’re squandering the people’s money. 

Shameless leaders? And the president 
they went to see was sitting comfortable 
at the banquet. They brandished bananas 
and assorted drinks. So, London bananas 
are good to be advertised, when we are 
talking about made-in Nigeria goods. How 
many times have they advertised bananas 
during their programmes in Nigeria? De-
linquent leaders?

As if that’s not bad enough insult and 
insensitivity, seven other governors left 

last Tuesday and by Wednesday, local 
televisions back home were showing a sick 
president laughing hysterically. 

Insult! If he is so healthy to engage 
in that excessive hearty laughter, why 
is he still in London? Too bad! Buhari’s 
continued refusal to address Nigerians, 
preferring instead to be entertaining visi-
tors at a heavy cost to Nigeria smacks of 
insensitivity to the plight of Nigerians who 
are dying under the weight of his harsh 
economic policies. 

If he had any regard for the people, 
he could have considered it necessary to 
make a broadcast from his base in London. 
It is awful, very awful. With leaders like 
this, Nigeria’s forward march is very much 
in doubt.

State? If the military has captured Sambisa, 
where is Shekau and his men launching at-
tack from? How come the military has not 
completely done away with the menace of 
Boko Haram? 

Does it mean Nigeria does not have the 
capacity to quell insurrection if one rises 
tomorrow from outside? I am disturbed that 
this Boko Haram war is taking unnecessary 
time to come to an end. 

We appreciate the recent positive rein-
forcement (promotions) given to soldiers in 
the Boko Haram war as a boost to their morale 
that was speedily dampening.



‘Government is committed to 
implementation of the UNEP report’

T
here are insinuations in 
some quarters that the 
whole talk about Ogoni 
clean-up is a scam used 
by the APC-led govern-

ment to score cheap points. What 
is the reality?

The implementation of the UNEP 
report is something the Federal Gov-
ernment takes seriously and has 
shown total commitment to right 
from the beginning. Both the former 
minister of environment, Amina 
Mohammed, and the minister of 
state for environment, Ibrahim 
Usman Jibril, have shown commit-
ment. As a matter of fact, before the 
former minister was appointed into 
the United Nations, she did quite a 
few significant activities. One was 
the flag-off of the programme itself; 
two was the groundbreaking event 
for the Integrated Contaminated 
Soil Management Centre in Bori; 
and three was the workshop for 
the training of women, which she 
did and interacted directly with the 
women in Bori too. Before that was 
the constitution of the governing 
institutions of HYPREP, which is 
the board of trustees responsible 
for managing the funds meant for 
the project as well as the governing 
council with the mandate for ap-
proval of the activities of the project; 
and lastly was project coordination 
office. I was appointed the project 
coordinator. And even before the 
project coordination office came 
alive, there had been plenty of 
activities and these were done to 
ensure that the project is given a 
sound footing, that it is immune and 
protected from political transitions 
and violations. So it is important 
for people to understand that the 
project is intended to succeed with 
the total commitment of the gov-
ernment. Now, the project again 
is a scientific and technical project, 
which means that the performance 
indicators are not the obvious things 
you know. A lot of desk work and 
planning are going on because we 
have to get all these right before we 
proceed to the field. So it is far from 
political, rather it is a very technical 
and detailed scientific project.

That means it is a project that 
will continue when the present 
administration leaves office?

The project, as I have explained, 
is constituted in a way that it is 
immune to political transitions, 
and so it will outlive any political 
transition.

The clean-up has started. What 
are the various stages and at what 
stage is HYPREP now?

The first thing is to sensitise the 
people. Just as you have said, people 
think nothing is happening. The 
way to let them know something is 
happening is to engage with them 
and we are doing that right now 

with the communities in the four 
LGAs. We have recently, a few 
weeks ago actually, held meetings 
with the stakeholders, opinion lead-
ers across the LGAs; we interacted 
with them and solicited their sup-
port for the success of the project. So 
having completed that, we proceed-
ed to each of the communities in the 
LGAs. These activities are targeted 
at the people so they understand 
that they need to take ownership 
of the project and understand ev-
ery activity and procedure that we 
follow. The project is the people’s 
project and we intend to leave it that 
way, that’s why we are pursuing the 
sensitisation of the people about the 
project very vigorously; it is a vital 
part that we cannot miss.

What has your interaction with 
the communities been like, and 
what’s their response and percep-
tion of HYPREP?

The communities have so far 
been very receptive. As a matter of 
fact they are eager for us to come and 
do the things we need to do; there 
has been maximum cooperation 
from them. Also, you can under-
stand that we need to engage with 
them and update them on activities. 
Obviously, they wish this had hap-
pened earlier. You know the UNEP 
report was submitted to the Federal 
Government in 2011 and this is 2017, 
but the important thing is that this 
government has started; the office 
of the project coordinator is active.

I came in as project coordinator 
in March, the office became func-
tional around April/May, we held 
our first governing council meeting 
after the appointment in May; so 
within that period till now, sensiti-
sation has been happening. We are 
also looking at emergency measures, 
where we intend to provide water 
to the communities and for that we 
have set up a committee, they have 
done their report which identifies 
all the communities in Ogoniland 
with functional and non-functional 
water facilities. We are using that 
report to do an assessment and cost-
ing for immediate rehabilitation of 
these water facilities, we intend to 
follow that up by activating those 
ones short term; long term is to come 
up with a comprehensive water 
scheme for the affected areas.

Most recently we have adver-
tised for project experts in envi-
ronmental assessment, so we are 
asking environmental consultants 
to come in so they can do the scop-
ing of all the sites that have been 
previously assessed by UNEP. We 
are also advertising for health im-
pact experts so they can also follow 
up with the recommendations of 
UNEP on health impact studies on 
the Ogoni population in specific 
areas. We are also advertising for 
water consultants and engineers. 

It is also important to note that we 
have so far opened three sites for 
the demonstration of technology 
– these sites are intended to accu-
mulate companies with technology 
for remediation who would want to 
showcase such technology; we are 
happy to provide them with site 
for them to do such. The companies 
involved in these are not contrac-
tors, they are volunteers and doing 
it at their cost, and it will not in any 
way give them an advantage going 
forward. We would encourage 
companies who believe they have 
something by way of technology 
and are willing to do this at their 
own cost to come forward. That 
is what we have been doing. That 
project is on. At present there are 
two sites on, with more sites to be 
opened up shortly. 

What is HYPREP doing in terms 
of restoration of the people’s liveli-
hood?

Restoration of livelihood has to 
do with giving alternative training 
and skills for people who otherwise 
will not have any occupation as a re-
sult of the impact of oil spill on their 
activities, and that is something the 
project is delivering. It is important 
for me at this point to explain that 
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more of the training so as to improve 
their skills and allow for active par-
ticipation of the local population in 
the remediation of Ogoniland.

Most young men in these areas 
believe oil is the fastest way to 
make money, how do you re-orien-
tate them to be part of this project?

It’s important for them to get 
the right orientation and the Office 
of the Vice President is working on 
a scheme to allow for ownership of 
modular refineries in the region by 
these people who otherwise were 
doing illegal things. We believe that 
is another way of engaging them, 
but the more important thing is 
the psychology and understanding 
of the youth which we all need to 
work on. There is no quick way to 
success – you need to work hard. 
And those of them with some rudi-
mental skill in that sector, with the 
Office of the Vice President working 
on these modular refineries, we be-
lieve that will find another avenue 
for their skills to be trained for refin-
ing in a regulated sector.

What structures or measures is 
HYPREP putting in place to ensure 
this project is fraud-proof?

By the very design of the project 
into governing institutions, that has 
been taken care of because no one of 
these institutions has a monopoly of 
the approval or contracting process, 
so one depends on the other. There 
are checks and balances in the insti-
tutions so the project is designed to 
benefit from it.

Considering the level of clean-
up to be done, do you think the 
locals will be enough?

We are starting, we are not re-
stricting it to the locals, and it is just 
for now. Don’t forget that HYPREP is 
a national project; it is a project that 
is accorded to part of the Niger Delta 
and even beyond but it is important 
that starting in Ogoni, the people 
are carried along in a way that they 
take ownership of the project. So 
while we are looking at bringing on 
people – and, of course, most of the 
expertise is coming from across the 
country – we actively encourage 
the local population to participate 
in that process.

Have you been able to meet 
with the general leadership of the 
Ogoni people?

We recently had a stakeholders 
meeting with the Ogoni leadership; 
we interacted and sought their 
cooperation and we had a very 
good response. They are prepared 
to give us support; they understand 
the challenges of the project, that it 
is a scientific one, it is one that will 
take some time. We have interacted 
with them and will continue to do 
so because it wasn’t a one-off meet-
ing we had. It is a meeting that is 
designed to hold periodically so that 
we can interact and also modify our 
position where there is need.

the project has two major deliv-
erables: one is the environmental 
restoration/remediation and the 
other is restoration of livelihood.

On the livelihood aspect, we 
are designing training programmes 
with UNITA, which is the training 
arm of the United Nations. They are 
developing the contents for training 
women as well as the youth and 
other categories of individuals, in-
cluding those involved in artisanal 
refining whom we are actively 
encouraging to discontinue the il-
legal act for reasons of the adverse 
results on their own health as well 
as the impact it has on the environ-
ment and the very sad possibility of 
re-polluting the environment after 
the clean-up. We are engaging with 
them so we can provide new train-
ings for them, give them new skills 
and engage them in other useful and 
beneficial activities or occupation. 
We have also done technical assis-
tant training for people who studied 
technical degrees in environment, 
up to Master’s degree and above; all 
of them from the local population of 
Ogoni are being trained to have the 
skill and expertise in remediation. 
We have done that training here, 
but we intend to bring UNEP to do 

Marvin Dekil
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‘We are coming to clean up the mess the Unity 
Party government will leave in its wake’

You are a successful business-
man who reportedly added eight 
new businesses to the Liberian 
economy in just 10 years, such that 
you were recently recognized as Li-
berian Businessman of the Decade 
(2006-2016) by an advocacy group. 
So, why do you seek political office?

A
s I developed my busi-
nesses over the years, 
my primary goal was 
job creation for my 
people. I knew then 

that whenever you invest in Liberia 
and especially by creating jobs for 
the people, it would improve their 
lives and build the economy. I seek 
political office to serve all Liberians 
and bring the same out-of-the-box 
thinking and the smart business 
acumen I’ve used over the years 
to build businesses, create jobs and 
spur the Liberian economy. I am 
confident that my creator the Al-
mighty God will guide me to succeed 
at this, alongside a team of profes-
sionals, experts and the ordinary 
Liberians.

 What’s that thing in you that 
made your party to select you as 
its presidential standard bearer in 
the coming election out of several 
other candidates that may have 
shown interest? Do you have what 
it takes to win?

Honestly, the best answer to that 
question would come easily from 
the party officials and partisans. 
But frankly speaking, I believe I was 
elected as standard bearer of this 
party because my fellow partisans 
believe in me. They have seen the 
works I have done over the years 
in the private sector and the impact 
it has had on the lives of so many 
Liberians directly and indirectly. 
They are aware that I am a man of 
strength and conviction – and that 
my word is my word. I am also a 
man of strong Christian beliefs who 
serves the Lord openly and not in 
shame or fear. I am a family man and 
a people’s person. I am a guy from 
a humble background who rolled 
up his sleeves and worked hard to 
have what I have today. I could go 
on and on – but the bottom-line is 
the partisans of the United People’s 
Party (UPP) believe in the Wento-
Bleah ticket and that is why we 
were chosen.

 How are you selling your candi-
dacy to the Liberian people? What 
are your key selling points?

Quite frankly, the Almighty God 
is our number-one salesman simply 

Interview

because in all we do we seek the 
guidance and direction of the Lord. 
We are laying bare our record of 
farsightedness and real-time ac-
complishments to a population that 
is so fed up with the status-quo; they 
crave change. A simple question I 
oftentimes ask the people is, “Are 
you better off today after 12 years 
of this United Party-led govern-
ment?” And no matter where I go 
and ask this question, the answer is 
a resounding no! Then I go ahead and 
begin to lay out some of my party’s 
policy prescriptions for jobs creation, 
education, health-care, building of 
roads and bridges, food production 
and agriculture, inter-alia. We also 
tell them how we are going to solve 
the problems.

 You have criticized the lack of 
political will by the current admin-
istration in your country, saying it 
has reduced Liberians to nothing 
more than refugees in their own 
country. Do you think you and 
the UPP have enough political 
will to tackle Liberia’s numerous 
challenges?

I do not think we have the po-
litical will, I am twice as confident 
that we do have the political will to 
clean up the calamitous economic 
chaos the Unity Party government 
will leave in its wake. It is not going 
to be an easy task and/or a walk in 

the park. But with the support of the 
Liberian people and a team of pro-
fessionals ready to run things from 
day one – we will do all we can to 
bring some financial sanity back to 
Liberia. Recently there were reports 
of huge deficits incurred by this gov-
ernment with barely six months left 
and this is so hard to swallow. From 
a clean slate of indebtedness after 
our debts were waived – now we are 
on the fast track of massive foreign 
debt accumulation that we don’t 
have the parallel tangibles to show.

 External food dependency, 
unemployment and widespread 
poverty are some of Liberia’s major 
setbacks currently. In your party’s 
Policy Statement delivered by you 
on March 4, you said the country 
spends over US$200 million annu-
ally importing rice. How would you 
reverse this trend if you become 
president?

To reverse the negative economic 
trend will require a herculean effort, 
but as the old adage goes, “Where 
there is a will there is a way”. And 
as such our core agriculture plans 
for Liberia will include mechanized 
farming, providing seeds to farmers 
to plant locally-grown Liberian rice 
on a large scale. Providing incen-
tives and other amenities for small 
and community-oriented farmers 
is also a part of our food security 

framework. We will not shy away 
from seeking technical and mate-
rial support from our partners and 
friends so as to cut back on such an 
enormous amount of dollars being 
spent unnecessarily on imported 
rice – when we could have been self-
sufficient in rice production by now.

 Speaking specifically about pov-
erty, you were quoted as saying 70 
percent of the people living outside 
Monrovia cannot afford US$1.25 for 
a day’s meal, despite Liberia’s many 
natural resources. Why is this so 
and how would you tackle poverty?

You asked what has happened 
to Liberia’s many natural resourc-
es. The simple answer is that it has 
been pillaged. The national coffers 
have been mismanaged and the 
taxpayers’ money has been stolen 
and abused. The world must know 
that the next president of Liberia 
will walk into the office with lots 
of problems to solve. It is not going 
to happen overnight, that is why 
we are putting together a fine 
team of communications experts 
who will educate and inform the 
people as to what the government 
is doing to help raise them out of 
poverty and improve their lives. 
In areas of massive poverty, we 
may have to implement price re-
duction and control to relieve the 
suffering of the people as well as 
to maintain stability and enhance 
national security.

 Not long ago you issued a stern 
“notice” that “UPP-led government 
will not give sanctuary to corrup-
tion”. How do you intend to fight 
corruption in Liberia, knowing that 
it always fights back?

Corruption is an age-old menace 
to the Liberian society. But truth 
being told, no Liberian my age and 
above who has lived in this country 
has ever seen such massive cor-
ruption as is seen under this Unity 
Party-led government. As a result of 
this Unity Party-led government’s 
carte-blanche, free-for-all corrup-
tion, no-one-goes-to-jail card being 
distributed amongst the Unity Party 
cronies, corruption now is deeply 
entrenched in Liberia – it would 
have to be vigorously fought. We 
intend to put systems in place for 
monitoring and we will be a policies-
driven government. And there will 
be serious punishment resulting to 
going to prison and seizing of assets 
if government officials are caught 
in corruption. We also intend to 
empower the agencies responsible 

to deal with that act and use the best 
electronics and other technologies in 
the UPP’s fight against corruption. 

 “Within the past 11 years, the 
Unity Party-led government has 
signed away 40 percent of the land 
to concessions where 30 percent 
of our rural people live.” That’s a 
quote from your press statement. 
What would you do with these 
concessions if elected, seeing that 
reversing them may send the 
wrong signals to foreign investors?

It important that those invest-
ing in Liberia be well protected and 
will be protected under a UPP-led 
government. It is also important that 
Liberians who are the real owners 
of the land be protected on their 
ancestral lands and other proper-
ties. Where there is foul play and/
or dubious means by which land 
was obtained illegally to mislead 
investors, our government would 
file legal briefs in the courts to seek 
restitution and redress in the inter-
est of the investors and the people 
violated.

 Under your government, what 
would be Liberia’s foreign policy 
focus?

Liberia has many challenges 
and as such our foreign policy focus 
will be tailored around maintaining 
good relationships and alliances and 
where necessary forming new ones. 
We will maintain and stand by all 
protocols and agreements signed, 
as well as review ones we deem 
questionable. We will continue to 
maintain our membership in all 
organizations we are currently a 
part of. We will seek to maintain 
relationships with emerging powers 
and democracies such as India – as 
well as unquestionably stand by the 
One China policy.

Liberia has many domestic, so-
cietal, economic and political issues 
to sort out and as such we will seek 
expertise from many of our foreign 
partners. We will also seek to under-
stand the relevance of our coopera-
tion with the BRICS nations (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South 
Africa). We will continue to main-
tain our relationships with the G-7 
nations (the United States, Canada, 
Japan, England, Italy, France and 
Germany).

In Africa, our ties to the AU, 
ECOWAS, Mano-River-Union and 
others will remain firm. Our mem-
bership with the United Nations is 
also a key component of our foreign 
policy pillars.    

Come October 10, 2017, Liberians will go to the polls to elect a new president. Ahead of the election, MacDonald 
A. Wento, standard bearer of the United Peoples Party (UPP), one of the parties contending for the presidency, 
speaks with CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor, via email. Wento, a highly successful businessman whose 
business activities have continued to provide income opportunities for thousands of Liberians, speaks on 
why he is seeking political office and how he and his party will tackle widespread corruption, poverty, 
external food dependency, unemployment and other setbacks currently besetting Africa’s oldest republic.

MacDonald A. Wento
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L
ast Friday marked a turning point 
for the families of the six Igbonla 
Model College’s students captured 
by kidnapers over two months ago 
in Lagos. And for the students them-

selves, it was a long walk to an anticipated 
freedom after about 64 days in captivity.

Their sin was that they were students 
of Igbonla Model College, Epe, Lagos. Sadly, 
their abduction was the second time kidnap-
pers would swoop on the school like a thief 
in the night and successfully whisked away 
their captives, leaving security personnel 
in the Centre of Excellence dazed for two 
months.

 The boys- Peter Jonah, Isiaq Rahmon, 
Adebayo George, Judah Agbausi, Pelumi 
Philips and Farouq Yusuf, abducted on 
May 24, 2017 with the kidnappers initially 
demanding N100 million ransom were 
eventually released by the kidnappers in 
Ondo State.

Operatives of the Nigeria Police were said 
to have picked up the boys at Aboto Creek 
in Ilaje Local Government Area of Ondo at 
about 3:30pm on Friday. Recalled that opera-
tives of the Inspector General of Police’ (IGP) 
Intelligence Response Team (IRT) on May 
31, 2017 arrested three suspected members 
of the gang that kidnapped the students. In 
spite of this, other members of the gang had 
held on to the boys, insisting on payment 
of ransom.

Speaking with journalists after the rescue 
of the boys, Fatai Owoseni, commissioner of 
Police (CP), Lagos State, could not confirm if 
the victims were rescue during a shootout 
with the kidnappers or that they were 
picked up where their captors abandoned 
them.

Owoseni however, said that from the 
very day the pupils were kidnapped till their 
safe release, about 20 of those involved in the 
kidnapping had been killed in the sustained 
efforts by the police to free the boys. Ac-
cording to him, about eight policemen were 
injured since the kidnap of the students.

He also could not confirm if any com-
pensation was paid and how much was 

to him by the Acting President Yemi Osi-
banjo to work with others, including Lagos 
to rescue the boys.

Deputy Governor, Idiat Oluranti-Adebule 
of Lagos State, said the boys will be de-
briefed and taken through some medical, 
psychological and mental tests. She assured 
that before the resumption from the long 
vacation, the state government will further 
beef up security around schools in the state.

Fatai Owoseni, the commissioner of 
police in Lagos, said only one person had 
been arrested but not the kidnapper but one 
who tried to take advantage o the situation 
to swindle the parents of the rescued boys 
and would be prosecuted.

Owoseni, while parading one Yusuf 
Ogundare, Baale of Shangisha (now removed 
and facing prosecution) for faking his kidnap, 
two weeks ago, at Lagos House, Ikeja, had 
joined the state Commissioner for Justice 
and Attorney General, Adeniji Kazeem, 
to appeal to the kidnappers of the Igbonla  

on Peter Odili Road in Trans-Amadi at 
the weekend when Nkwocha named 
the codes one by one and asked if it was 
possible to resolve each of the nation’s 
maladies.

Nkwocha, regarded as one of Africa’s 
first two doctorate degree holders in Public 
Relations said the Rotary spirit was based 
on sound philosophy, tradition, core val-
ues, way of life that have been tested all 
over the world in the past 112 years.

He named the concepts as “service 
above self, serving communities in need, 
and building bridges/linkages/networking 
of friendship across the globe; leadership 
excellence/purposeful leadership, interna-
tional peace and development, integrity, 
order, discipline and decorum, and justice, 
equity, and fair play”.

The expert, who spoke on ‘Reputation 
Management and Rotary Spirit’ said a 
study into the Rotary Club concept and 
practices was an eye-opener because of 
the solution it holds for troubled Nigeria.

Nkwocha said setting the code as com-

school boys to release unconditionally.
The trauma of the families of the students 

was heightened last week as their class-
mates rounded off the school session and 
graduated to another class. The parents had 
lamented the absence of their children not 
only from the school, but also from homes, 
for more than two months.

The ‘Free six Igbonla boys,’ a group which 
was championing the cause for the release of 
the boys, had also lamented that they were 
hoping against hope that the boys would be 
rescued safe and alive.

The group in their unrelenting campaign 
said “Seen or spoken to your children today? 
Know where your kids are? The parents of 
Peter Jonah, Isiaq Rahmon, Adebayo George, 
Judah Agbausi, Pelumi Philips and Farouq 
Yusuf wish they were like you. They have 
not seen or heard from their children! Not 
because they are in boarding school but be-
cause they were kidnapped from the school 
where their parents sent them to learn.

“We call on the Lagos State Government, 
the Nigerian Police and everyone respon-
sible for bringing these kids back to work 
harder to ensure their release!

One of the parents of the now released 
school the boys had appealed to the kidnap-
ers to spare him the agony of losing his wife. 
The man said his wife has been in and out of 
the hospital since the abduction of her son. 
According to him, the woman has been very 
affected because it was their only child that 
was kidnapped.

“I cannot count the number of times I 
have rushed her to the hospital. She has been 
very traumatised and her situation is wors-
ened by the continuous detention of our 
only child. I do not know what to do again. I 
am just begging the kidnappers to free these 
children and spare my family this agony.”

The safe return of the boys is not only a 
welcome development, but a relief to their 
families, their mates in Igbonla Model, Epe, 
and the larger Nigerian society which had 
been praying and hoping that their case 
does go the way of the Chibok school girls, 
in Borno State, some of whom are still in 
captivity more than two after they abducted 
by the notorious Boko Haram insurgents.

Long walk to freedom for kidnapped ‘Igbonla six’

Good governance: Expert wants enforcement 
of Rotary 4-wat code to fight corruption, injustice  

involved. The affected families had pulled 
resources together to realise N10 million 
which the kidnappers dubbed inadequate. 
Additional N15 million was said to have paid 
bringing the ransom to N25 million which 
still did not persuade the kidnappers. They 
were said to have demanded additional N1.5 
million ‘transport fare’ to ferry the boys to 
where they dump them for their families.

There was no official confirmation that 
all the demands of the kidnappers were met, 
but unofficial sources said a mouth-watering 
sum was paid to get the boys out of captiv-
ity as governments and security personnel 
seemingly became helpless and resorted to 
appeal while the saga lasted.

Governor of Ondo State, Rotimi Ak-
eredolu, said a lot of efforts were made by 
the deputy governors of Delta and Ondo 
States towards the release of the boys. He 
emphasised the need to increase patrols 
around and along the creeks.

He said the state was motivated by a call 

N
igeria has been urged to simply 
adopt the Rotary spirit and their 
4-way code of conduct as force-
ful guide to public office holders 

to enthrone good governance in the land 
and reduce corruption and injustice.

A communications and public relations 
specialist, Jossy Nkwocha, one time gener-
al editor of Newswatch and former CEO of 
Zoom Lens Consulting (media consultant), 
the head, corporate affairs department and 
special assistant to the managing director 
of Indorama-Eleme Petrochemicals Lim-
ited, said every single thing that causes 
crisis in Nigeria could be avoided by simply 
enforcing the 4-way code (test) of Rotary, 
tested for 112 years world-wide.

He named the code as “Is it the truth? 
Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build 
goodwill and better relationship? Will it 
be beneficial to all concerned?

He got a positive chorus when he asked 
the impressive audience at Chrislik Hotel 

JOSHUA BASSEY

pulsory training guide for public officers 
in Nigeria with a determination to enforce 
them would transform Nigeria’s public of-
fice holders and public servants into good 
leaders who would work with deliberate 
integrity and efficiency to achieve the 
goals.

He said he discovered the wealth in the 
Rotary Charter encoded in the 4-Way Test 
during his doctoral research (thesis) called 
Reputation Management which he has 
since turned into a fast moving and highly 
sought-after book.

Linking the fundamentals of the Rotary 
Spirit to what he called key elements of 
Reputation Management, he pressed on 
the criticality of corporate affairs manage-
ment, employee relations and communica-
tion, community relations/development, 
media relations, government relations, 
customer relations/communication, and 
international public relations.

The expert harped on the essence 
of branding/re-branding strategies and 
dwelt on the nine re-branding strategies. 

He warned leaders to mind the three 
critical elements of reputation: character, 
integrity and trust. “Let’s do the right thing 
at the right time to earn well-deserved 
image” and noted that reputation is ac-
cumulation of goodwill earned through 
well-structured activities of an individual, 
government or organization. His fear is 
that most CEOs craved for good reputation 
but were busy accumulation negative im-
age through wrong actions and statements.

The event witnessed the handover 
of power from the first president, Nkiru 
Enyia, to a lawyer, Sam Abe-Jumbo of 
Belemaoil in the Rotary Club of Port Har-
court, Abuloma of Rotary International 
9141, Nigeria. Abuloma was chartered in 
2016 by Trans-Amadi club.

Abuloma which boasts of top execu-
tives and Paul Harris fellows was said to 
have hit the ground running with over 
10 projects. The coming year, the club has 
mapped out projects worth N10m to affect 
lives of the ordinary people.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Owoseni, police commissioner, Lagos State
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ment of malaria, 3rd edi-
tion, World Health Or-
ganization 2015, Geneva 
Switzerland.  The  Nigeria 
National Anti-Malarial-
Treatment Policy, Febru-
ary 2005 supports the use 
of ARTEMISININ COMBI-
NATION THERAPIES.

What makes the Sulpha-
doxine Pyrimethamine (SP) 
effective is because it is also 
a combination anti-malarial 
medicine recommended 
by both the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and 
the Nigeria National Anti-
Malarial Treatment Policy 
for INTERMITTENT PRE-
VENTIVE TREATMENT 
(IPT) of malaria.

In line with the recom-
mendation of the Nigeria 
National Anti-Malarial 
Treatment Policy 2005 and 
the WHO guidelines for 
treatment of malaria 2015, 
NAFDAC stopped registra-
tion of anti-malarial mono-
therapies. The Agency, in 

collaboration with United 
States Pharmacopeia (USP) 
carried out a survey on 
the quality of anti-malar-
ial medicines in 2015. The 
report of the survey was 
presented to stakeholders 
on 11th August 2015 and 
it was revealed that 3.6% 
of the nine hundred (900) 
samples of anti-malarial 
medicines procured from 
six (6) geopolitical zones of 
the country failed quality 
test while 96.4% passed.

Throwing more light on 
the drug, she explained that, 
“the Anti-malarial mono-
therapies in the distribution 
chain were captured during 
the survey to enable the 
Agency mop them from 
circulation. NAFDAC Zonal 
coordinators were directed 
to conduct surveillance 
and mop up activities. This 
exercise has been sustained 
to ensure that the incidence 
of oral anti-malarial mono-
therapies is brought to the 
barest minimum”.

 Good enough, Artemis-
inin Combination Therapies 
(ACTs) are currently used in 
malaria endemic countries 
like Nigeria. There are no 
killer anti-malarial medi-
cines in the country.

The public should there-
fore, be rest assured that 
contrary to the widespread 
misinformation about the 
anti-malaria drugs in cir-
culation NONE constitutes 
hazard to the health of con-
sumers.

 

Stories on banned anti-malaria drugs in 
Nigeria are gross misinformation - NAFDAC

T
he significant role 
that credible in-
formation plays 
in enlightening 
and educating 

the public on the dangers 
inherent in the purchase 
and worse still, consump-
tion of fake, adulterated, 
unwholesome drugs and 
regulated products which 
are hazardous to human 
health cannot be underes-
timated.

Not assisting the critical 
issue is the upsurge of the 
social media phenomenon 
through which calculated 
mischief is brewed on daily 
basis. Some news items have 
been twisted, falsified and 
deliberately calculated to 
undo otherwise noble in-
tentions on the part of gov-
ernment policies, activities 
and that of its Agencies.

That explains the recent 
timely and auspicious in-
tervention of the Nation-
al Agency for Food and 
Drugs Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) on the 
clear misinformation of the 
public that forty two (42) 
anti-malarial medicines 
purportedly banned by 
the European Union are 
allegedly circulating in the 
country!

A s  h i g h l i g h t e d  b y 
Yetunde Oni, the acting 
director-general of NAF-
DAC in Lagos,  “the alleg-

edly banned anti-malarial 
medicines are oral mono-
therapies containing single 
Active Pharmaceutical In-
gredients (API) such as: Arte-
sunate as contained in Ari-
nate Tablet, Amodiaquine 
as contained in Camoquine, 
Dihydroartemisinin con-
tained in Alaxin Tablet and 
Pyrimethamine contained 
in Daraprim Tablet”.

Furthermore, she said 
with emphasis that: “I wish 
to state categorically that 
these anti-malarial mono-
therapies are not recom-
mended for treatment of 
malaria in Nigeria. The rec-
ommended anti-malarial 
medicines for treatment of 
malaria in Nigeria are AR-
TEMISININ COMBINA-
TION THERAPIES (ACTs)

What it then means is 
that the use of Artemisinin 
Combination Therapies 
(ACTs) in the treatment of 
malaria is in line with the 
guidelines for the treat-

B
enin Electricity 
Distribution Plc 
(BEDC) has urged 
Ondo State to cre-

ate industrial layout for 
energy concentration to 
enable it boost economic 
activities, pledging also to 
restore power supply to 
six Akoko communities, 
under Owo Business Unit 
of the state.

Funke Osibodu, manag-
ing director/chief execu-
tive officer, who stated this 
during a courtesy visit 
by the management to 
Governor Oluwarotimi 
Akeredolu (SAN) in Akure, 
disclosed that the com-
pany already partnered 
with the state to boost its 
economic activity by com-
pleting electricity proj-
ects numbering 50 out of 
which 31 had been com-
missioned, while 17 others 
were awaiting commis-
sioning.

The CEO in a statement, 
said dedicated projects will 
increase production capac-

BEDC pledges to reconstruct Ondo communities
ity of industries through 
the reduction in the cost 
of power in their operation 
since BEDC power was 
cheaper than any alterna-
tive, and also added that it 
would also make them cre-
ate more jobs for indigenes 
and enable BEDC make 
more power available for 
economic development 
and job creation in the 
state.

Osibodu also noted that 
BEDC community relations 
department was set up to 
ensure proper relationship 
management of all com-
munities within its net-
work of operations. To this 
end, resolution to make 
power available to six 
communities had reached 
the final stage and the six 
communities would be 
energised having fulfilled 
the terms of the agreement 
signed.

The BEDC CEO asked 
the state government and 
other stakeholders to join 
in the crusade against 

vandalism of the com-
pany’s property, adding 
that BEDC has taken some 
steps such as fencing of 
transformers to prevent 
destruction by vandals.

She asserted that BEDC 
has through employment 
of graduates and techni-
cians of Ondo State origin 
under its Graduate and 
Technician Trainee scheme 
supported youth empow-
erment with a view to 
reducing youth restiveness 
in the state. In addition, the 
partnership with Elizade 
University in Ilara Mokin 
on the graduate train-
ing programme has also 
empowered a university 
within the state.

She also called on the 
governor to ensure that 
there was a review in 
the curriculum of tertia-
ry institutions in Ondo 
State such as university, 
polytechnics and techni-
cal colleges to make their 
content more in line with 
industries and company 

Ayo oyoze BAje

T
he National In-
land Waterways 
Authority (NIWA), 
has countered the 

recent claim by Lagos State 
that the Court of Appeal, 
Lagos Division had set aside 
the Federal High Court 
judgment, which empow-
ers NIWA to regulate in-
land waterways; including 
dredging activities and has 
now empowered Lagos 
State to regulate same with-
in the state.

Clarifying the court rul-
ing, NIWA said the Court of 
Appeal only granted Lagos 
State the power to legislate 
on intra-state waterways, 
comprising waterways that 
originate and end within 
Lagos State.

Sadly, such waterways, 
according to NIWA, do not 
exist in Lagos State because 
all bodies of waterways in 
the state are international, 
tidal, intra-coastal and/or 
inter-state waterways.

Explaining further, 
NIWA said the Court of 
Appeal retained the power 
to regulate international, 
intra-coastal and inter-
state waterways in NIWA 
being items provided un-
der articles 36 and 64 of the  
exclusive legislative list of 
the 1999 constitution (as 
amended). As well, NIWA 
was not the plaintiff in the 
case at the lower Court as 
wrongly perceived, but a 
co-defendant with Lagos 
State.

NIWA counters Lagos State on 
Appeal Court ruling

“It is also imperative to 
notify the public that be-
side this Court of Appeal 
judgment, there is also 
another subsisting Court 
of Appeal decision in G. M 
Ent. Ltd vs C.R. Investment 
Ltd. reported in (2011) 14 
N.W.L.R. part 1266, page 
125, where the Court of 
Appeal held that NIWA has 
been conferred with far 
reaching power and right 
to control, develop, manage 
and use all the lands, navi-
gable waterways, inland 
waterways, river ports etc 
throughout Nigeria. The 
position therefore remains 
that it is only the Federal 
Government that can regu-
late Inland Waterways, 
Shipping, Navigation and 
Dredging activities within 
the Nigerian Inland Wa-
terways and its Right- of 
– Ways”, the management 
of the waterways regula-
tor said.

However, NIWA is urg-
ing maritime and dredg-
ing operators to disregard 
the latest claims by the 
Lagos State Government, 
remain calm and continue 
to carry on their legitimate 
businesses as regulated by 
NIWA.

Meanwhile NIWA has 
already filed an appeal 
against the judgment at 
the Supreme Court pend-
ing the formal transmis-
sion of the judgment to 
NIWA and therefore Lagos 
State has nothing to be 
excited about since the 
judgment has not changed 
the status quo ante.

oBinnA emelike

includes the Omotosho 
1x150MVA and Okitipupa 
2X30MVA (to boost supply 
to the Ondo South) and 
Ogbese 2X150MVA.”

In addition, Kunbi La-
biyi called for the quick 
replac ement of faile d 
60MVA power transform-
er in Akure TCN, and urged 
the government to inter-
vene and ensure speedy 
completion of the on-going 
330/132/33k transformer 
under construction along 
Akure/Owo road.

Responding, Governor 
Akeredolu lauded BEDC’s 
promise of partnering with 
Ondo government and 
described the youth em-
powerment programme 
through job creation as a 
welcome development.

Akeredolu pledged to 
set up a committee to work 
with BEDC on some of 
the issues raised but re-
quested management to 
move faster in reconnect-
ing communities presently 
disconnected.

requirements so as to make 
it easier for students to use 
when employed.

Earlier in her presen-
tation, Chief State Head, 
Ondo State, Olakunbi La-
biyi had listed key chal-
lenges on power supply to 
the state to include; major 
transmission limitations 
restricting quantum of 
power delivery to the state, 
adding “132KV lines from 
Oshogbo to Akure with 
undersized conductor cov-
ers Ondo and Ekiti states 

with maximum power 
pegged at 50MW, the feed-
er is often open by TCN 
under frequency condi-
tion and kept out until the 
frequency improves”.

She called on the Ondo 
State government to lend 
their voice in ensuring 
FGN through the Ministry 
of Power quickly com-
pletes ongoing National 
Independent Power Proj-
ects (NIPP) with a view to 
boosting power supply to 
Ondo state, saying “this 
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Kudos to IITA at 50

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he deluge of encomiums 
that trailed the recent 
celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the In-
ternational Institute of 

Tropical Agriculture (IITA), from 
eminent citizens such as ex-presi-
dents  retired Gen. Yakubu Gowon, 
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo,( also an 
IITA Goodwill Ambassador), Acting 
President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo and 
several renowned scientists from 
across the globe is well deserved.

The auspicious occasion provid-
ed Osinbajo the opportunity to ad-
dress more than 300 international, 
regional and national experts on 
food security. He also touched on 
Nigeria’s preparedness to diversify 
its economy, using agriculture as 
a lever for the desired improve-
ment on the quality of life of the 
citizenry. The acting president’s 
message was aimed at assisting  
the participants to understand 
the country’s agricultural develop-

ment agenda much better.
In his view, Dr. Nteranya Sang-

inga, the IITA Director General 
designate said the world is waiting 
for Nigeria to take leadership in the 
agricultural space.Said he: “Since 
our inception 50 years ago, IITA 
has evolved into a strategic part-
ner for research-for-development 
in sub-Saharan Africa with over 
200 scientists working in over 18 
countries. This event is therefore an 
opportunity for us to celebrate our 
past successes with all our partners, 
friends and beneficiaries. It is also 
to reflect on our future role in our 
efforts to transform agriculture in 
the next 50 years. ”

Good enough, the event show-
cased the giant strides made by 
IITA researchers in collaboration 
with a range of partners. These 
include adoption of almost 400 
varieties of cassava with increased 
yields and better resistance to biotic 
and abiotic stresses. There is the 
additional development of nearly 
200 improved soybeans, and 78 
improved yam varieties.

Besides, over 70% of the over 
300 maize varieties with IITA germ-
plasm and drought-tolerant maize 
developed in partnership with CIM-
MYT has been adopted in 13 coun-
tries with projected economic gains 
of US$907 million. Their impact on 
agriculture in the region in improv-
ing the livelihoods of smallholder 
farmers is remarkable.

Impact has also been felt in im-
proving nutrition through promot-
ing legumes such as cowpea and 
soybean, developing bio-fortified 
yellow cassava with enhanced 
vitamin A and the effective and 
safe bio-control solution, Aflasafe, 
to control aflatoxins in maize and 
groundnut that is being rolled out 

in a number of countries.
IITA’s most conspicuous suc-

cesses have been recorded in two 
principal areas: biological control 
of major insect pests and genetic 
improvement of key crops in its 
mandate. These have led to the 
distribution of planting material 
with better disease and pest resis-
tance and improved yield potential. 
These possess greater stability of 
performance over diverse environ-
ments and better quality of prod-
ucts for the end users throughout 
the region. For instance, some 
activities, such as banana/plantain 
improvement, Striga research and 
IPM strategies are breaking new 
scientific ground and making a very 
practical contribution.

It is on record that IITA’ s success 
in banana research won it the King 
Baudouin Award in 1994. It has also 
made progress with its germ-plasm 
collections, its plant health manage-
ment activities, and its leadership 
role in the emerging eco-regional 
initiatives.

 IITA as a non-profit institution 
with the salutary aim to generate 
agricultural innovations to meet 
Africa’s most pressing challenges 
of hunger, malnutrition, poverty 
and natural resource degradation 
has moved greatly in that direction.

That Africa’s largest agricultural  
research institute has lived up to its 
marching mandate, both scientifi-
cally and in the managerial capabil-
ity of those who have been piloting 
its affairs for the past five decades is 
stating it as it is. It has over the years 
worked assiduously with vari-
ous partners across sub-Saharan 
Africa to improve livelihoods, en-
hance food and nutrition security, 
increase employment as well as 
preserve natural resource integrity. 

IITA is a member of CGIAR, a global 
agriculture research partnership for 
a food secure future.

It would be recalled that mem-
bers of the 1990 External Review 
Panel admitted that: “We have 
been impressed by the dedication 
and energy with which the Board, 
management and staff of IITA have 
responded to the recommendations 
of the last External Review. We 
believe IITA is now well positioned 
to catalyze further agricultural re-
search in sub-Saharan Africa in its 
mandated responsibility. The Panel 
concluded that IITA’s relevance to 
agricultural development in Africa 
remains as valid today as it was 
when it was created in 1967”.

Ever since, the institute has 
made positive impact through the 
international agricultural research 
for its mandated crops and agro-
ecological regions. IITA’s research 
agenda reflects a balance between 
activities aimed at achieving im-
mediate and medium-term pro-
ductivity gains. These include 
post-harvest research as well as 
long-term sustainability of the 
agricultural resource base used for 
production.

The achievements have come 
from the Crop Improvement Divi-
sion (CID), the Plant Health Man-
agement Division (PHMD) and the 
Resource and Crop Management 
Division (RCMD). Over the years 
emphasis has shifted from the 
Humid Forest to the Moist Savanna 
Zone, notably in the case of cassava, 
maize and yam. This is because 
the crops are in reality moving in 
that direction and the potential for 
maize production, in particular, is 
greater in the moist savanna.

Now, the future beckons but it 
would still be a mixed bag of more 

meaningful reasearches provide 
in countries with policy flip-flops 
on agriculture even as population 
and the rate of unemployment 
explode. This means that the non-
agricultural sector would continue 
to be unable to provide gainful 
employment for the rapidly rising 
population. For Nigeria and severl 
African countries the onus will 
be on the agricultural sector to be 
one of the main contributors to 
economic growth, while national 
economies diversify and regional 
markets grow.

As rightly noted by some ex-
perts on agriculture in the coming 
years, as agriculture in the region 
begins to change, from the present 
“rough and ready” subsistence oper-
ation, towards more market-driven 
enterprise, IITA will face increas-
ingly multifaceted challenges and 
opportunities. These will arise from 
a mix of production expansion and 
intensification and related socio-
economic environments.

For IITA to succeed in taking the 
continent’s agricultural revolution 
to the next level, it needs a secure 
and an enabling environment with 
stable infrastructural development 
as well as the   cooperation of the 
host countries.

Besides, those countries should 
show, more by action than by wish-
ful words that it takes researches, 
their adequate funding and imple-
mentation and adoption of recom-
mendations most seriously. Sad to 
say that Nigeria, unlike India, Brazil, 
the United States, the United King-
dom and many Asian countries still 
lags behind in this regard.

 

The ideology of exponential growth devours and corrupts (2)

ing and frightening. If this is where 
things stand in 2016, what does 
2020 look like? 2024? 2030? The 
mutations will continue. And they 
absolutely will not stop until every 
last one of us has been through the 
funnel and converted to a servile 
consumer as ingredients in the 
sludge of growth.

Innovation, risk, and morals are 
being packaged with ever greater 
efficiency through startup accelera-
tors that take the raw ingredients, 
preferably pattern-matched look-
alikes of Zuckerberg, and turn them 
into securitized batches of startups. 
Whole tranches of burgeoning 
businesses packaged into Spring 
and Fall cohorts. This packaging 
has turned out to be a great model 
for the packagers. Many small sums 
spent on 7% of ownership. If you 
package enough entrepreneurial 
product, your actuary tables will 
line up beautifully.

And you get to indoctrinate 
these seeds with the values and 
practices of the most successful 
viral strains from last season. Ge-
netically modified, cloned, and 
inoculated startup founders with all 
the right bits, flipped to ensure the 
greatest chance of the biggest yield.

But what is a conscientious ob-
jector to do? Time waits for no one, 
and only the Luddites think that 
their home too won’t one day soon 
be configured with BUY NOW but-
tons for all the beloved BRANDS. 
Data mining has also successfully 
been rebranded to the more palat-
able Machine Learning. Who wants 

to stop anyone, human or machine, 
from learning? What are you, the 
digital taliban?

So too with the startups them-
selves: “If we don’t, we’re leaving 
money on the table!!”. Has there ever 
been a more gluttonous justification 
for guiltless business practices?

Could it be that perfecting the 
most viral superbug - until the fi-
nal strain is discovered that really 
DOES devour the whole world - isn’t 
what the whole startup community 
should be focused on? What if we 
opened our eyes to non-exponen-
tial startups and the needs they 
may have instead.

But again, don’t you know busi-
nesses are valued on future poten-
tial, not present reality? Yes I do. 
And that’s my objection. Surely a 
mix is prudent, but the spectrum 
has gotten out of whack. To the 
point where the present is entirely 
discounted by the lure of the future. 
And the past, what it took to get 
where we are, is either ignored or 
forgiven. Mistakes may have been 
made, but tomorrow is an entirely 
new day, divorced from any of 
the days that went before it. It’s a 
constant cycle of absolution com-
bined with a community-induced 
amnesia to past transgressions. It’s 
just more efficient that way.

Technology isn’t the only in-
dustry that grapples and struggles 
with growth, so we can learn from 
studying others suffering the same 
pressures. Take the drug business. 
It costs staggering sums to develop 
a new mass-market drug, and it’s a 

risky endeavor, so we reward the 
explorers with a patent monopoly 
when they strike gold. But it’s 
not a permanent one. There’s a 
time limit, and after that generics 
distribute the gains of progress 
widely without the yoke of a profit-
maximization goal.

What if we thought about how 
we could apply some of that to the 
world of software? How can we 
turn more of the Twitters and Face-
books and Googles into generics? 
What shifts in underlying technol-
ogy and cost do we need to hit to 
make it feasible to run something 
like Twitter on Wikipedia’s budget 
(and fund it by donations rather 
than ads)? What if the next Big Idea 
looked more like email and less like 
the walled gardens of today?

We’ve made this transition at 
the infrastructural level, to some 
extent. Technological and algorith-
mic advances from closed-source 
software have been turned into 
generics via open source. With 
spectacular commercial success, no 
less. As one boat sinks, a thousand 
new ones float. One software com-
pany or product’s death is easier to 
celebrate, rather than mourn, when 
you know the intellectual organs 
are giving life to ten new ones.

Additionally, startup culture 
used to focus a lot on the personal 
risk of the founders and early 
employees. To a nauseating de-
gree, yes. This heroism was the 
justification for all the spoils there 
were to come. These days, there’s 
a lot less talk of existential risk be-

cause there’s a lot less of it. There’s 
so much money floating around 
that for many founders, the risk is 
mostly gone. At least in the finan-
cial sense, if not in the moral and 
time-opportunity sense. Failure is 
celebrated to such a degree in part 
because the system needs to recycle 
able bodies as quickly as it can to 
keep the overall system growing. 
Spent three years on a startup that 
didn’t work out? No sweat, bro. 
Here’s a hug and a reboot and a new 
bag of money to try again. You’re 
here just in time for my next fund!

Now some of that is clearly 
good. Less extreme risk means, 
at least in theory, greater access 
for more people to participate 
in the startup lottery. But it also 
has some clear downsides of de-
tachment. If this go is just one of 
many, if you can always just hit 
restart, then you’re probably not 
as concerned about this specific 
go-around. So what if we step over 
the line a little here. IT’S THE 
HUSTLE, BABY! And besides, if 
we miss, no biggie.

Maybe it’s time we rediscover 
some personal liability. Limited, 
yes, none, no. Complete detach-
ment from the consequences of 
your choices isn’t producing the 
kind of responsibility the world so 
dearly needs.

 We would be continuing this 
discourse in the next article. For 
further details call on me for in-
depth discussions, business advi-
sory services and training - send 
a message via WhatsApp or SMS.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

IdeAs 

E
ngagement, of course, is not 
a new pursuit. It’s just the 
latest euphemism for what 
we used to call capturing 

eyeballs. But I guess that was a bit 
too blunt and honest to survive the 
sanitisation of the industry. The col-
lective ecosystem learns and adapts 
at an incredible pace, including how 
best to position its image to incite 
the least amount of skepticism. 
They have better words now to 
hide the same scheme in plain sight. 
The normalisation of questionable 
motives in the public perception is 
key to enabling the next iteration to 
proceed without obstacle.

And iterate they do. At a furious 
pace. Every new fund is competing 
against the survivors of the last 
one and the more purpose-bred 
contenders of the current one. It’s 
what makes looking at the values 
and principles of today so fascinat-
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… There’s no higher god in Silicon Valley as in any other today’s business than growth
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W
hen concerns 
a r e  r a i s e d 
a b o u t  t h e 
housing situa-
tion in Nigeria 

where demand-supply gap is 
in excess of 17 million units, 
homeownership level is below 
15 percent and the country’s total 
housing stock is a little above 12 
million, not enough is said about 
the source of housing finance in 
the country.

Contrary to what obtains in 
the advanced economies of the 
world, where housing finance is 
synonymous with mortgage and 
the only known way of building 
or buying and owning homes is 
by applying for and accessing 
a mortgage facility, home seek-
ers in Nigeria generally resort 
to household income or money 
saved by individuals.

This is perhaps, one of the 
few countries, if not the only 
one, where homeownership is 
achieved almost 100 percent 
from own savings or through 
communal and co-operative ef-
forts which rarely happens in 
most communities.

In Lagos, for instance, a city of 
about 20 million people where 
about 80 percent of the popula-
tion lives in rented accommo-

When household income is housing finance Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO

dation, unconfirmed report has 
it that about 86 percent of the 
housing stock in the city is funded 
from household income.

Experts estimate that housing 
finance by public authorities in 
Nigeria is about 10 percent; mort-
gage banks contribute about 2 
percent, while contribution from 
banks and other institutions is 
insignificant.

In a comparative analysis of 
what obtains in Nigeria, Ghana 
and South Africa, Sonnie Ayere, 
CEO, Dunn Loren Merrifield, 
noted at a forum in Lagos that in 
South Africa, mortgage contrib-
utes about 40 percent of hous-
ing finance while in Ghana, our 
much smaller West African 
neighbour, the contribution is 
3 percent.

Low mortgage contribution 
to housing finance in Nigeria is 
because of the cumbersome and 
unfriendly land administration 
in the country, making it rank 
the highest in property registra-
tion and construction permits 
difficulties.

The country is ahead of all 
other African countries in proce-
dures legally required for register-
ing property. It takes almost 360 
days to register property here as 
against Ghana’s less than 10 days. 

In Lagos, the cost of registering 
property was, before now, about 
15 percent of the value of the 
property.

Also before now, getting a 
property registered in Lagos in-
volved long and cumbersome pro-
cedures, that required about eight 
stages and 30 steps for each of the 
lender and the borrower and this 
is part of the major reasons for the 
difficulties in getting mortgage for 
housing finance.

This is against what obtains 
in other economies including 
Ghana and South Africa. Ghana, 
before now, had a dysfunctional 
land administration, long and 
expensive procedures that lasted 
up to five years and involving six 
different agencies supervising 
which resulted in inefficient state 
land bureaucracy and customary 
tenure.

When, however, the country’s 
government instituted reforms, 
property registration was cut to 
34 days and queues at the lands 
commission disappeared, making 
it possible for the mortgage sector 
to thrive.

In Egypt, government identi-
fied high fees and inefficient gov-
ernment agencies that hindered 
the formalisation of real estate as 
a major issue and sorted it out by 

reducing property registration 
fees; simplifying the property 
registration process, thus encour-
aging citizens and companies to 
obtain titles.

To make mortgage contribute 
significantly to housing finance 
in Nigeria, governments at both 
the federal and state levels should 
start discarding multiple verifi-
cation payment, deployment of 
Global Information Services (GIS), 
making payments with a single 
receipt, improving capacity build-
ing and significant investment in 
technology.

Developers and mortgage 
providers say this is a way for 
the mortgage industry in Nige-
ria and, according to Hakeem 
Oguniran, managing director, 
UACN Property Development 
Company (UPDC) plc, there are 
five drawbacks to housing finance 
including cost, character, capacity, 
collateral and conditions.

Oguniran said at a real estate 
event in Lagos that the problem 
with land registration was with 
the Nigerian system, explaining 
that the system was people-driv-
en and not process-driven. He rec-
ommended that there should be 
one-stop-shop for perfecting title 
and should be made business-like.

Abimbola Olayinka, MD/CEO, 
Resort Savings and Loans plc, says 
the Land Use Act should be used 
to empower the people and not 
as an economic and political tool 
by state chief executives, adding 
that the Act should be taken away 
from the constitution so that it 
could be easily tinkered with.

He recommends that land ad-
ministrators should adopt what 
he calls three-one-three strategy 
for land registration, explaining 
that “land titles should be per-
fected in three days at one central 
place, and at the cost of 3 percent 
of the value of the land”.
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Echoes and lessons of the 11th Abuja Housing Show

T
he 11 edition of the Abuja 
Housing Show may have 
come and gone, but the 
echoes will reverberate in 

the Housing subsector for a long 
time to come. July 17th through 
19th, 2017 is one period that will 
remain entrenched in the annals 
of events’ history in Nigeria for a 
very long time. For the key players 
in the subsector; the event was a 
home coming. It is one event they 
looked forward to annually with 
palpable expectations. This year’s 
edition did not fall short of their 
expectation. To industry watchers; 
it was the mother of all shows. The 
choice of the prestigious Interna-
tional Conference Center was a 
reflection of the organizers’ inge-
nuity and craves for excellence. 
With what played out at this year’s 
edition; anywhere else could have 

compared to the Nigerian oppor-
tunities? The discerning investors 
know and acknowledge this. We 
may be getting it wrong politically, 
but, the Market opportunities here 
can only be compared to the best 
elsewhere in the world. This point 
was aptly re-echoed by the Min-
ister of Works, Power and Hous-
ing; Raji Babatunde Fashola who 
is determined to revolutionalise 
the Housing subsector in Nigeria 
and ensure both investor and the 
beneficiary derive the benefits of 
the social mutual contract of their 
equities. Fashola reassured the 
Investors that the best was yet 
to come. 

For everyone that knows the 
senior advocate and two-time gov-
ernor of the Center of Excellence; 
one would say the Housing sector 
is set for true revolution. This truly 
is the statement that was made by 
the perfect indices that went into 
the organization of the AHS 11.0 
at the Revered International Con-
ference Center between July17 
through 19, 2017.

 As always, we hope the politi-
cal office holders whose duty it is 
to give legal impetus to the great 
and brilliant suggestions made 
by the expert guests on how the 
Housing subsector can maximally 
deliver its derivatives to Nigerians 
and other stakeholders would 
not allow the resolutions to be 
offered on the altar of personal 
aggrandisements and power show 
as is now the norm. Till we see 
a better event; we continue to 
savor the beautiful memories of 
the AHS 11.0

been a misnomer. It is one event 
that can be described with all 
sense of modesty as grandiose.

The AHS 11.0 as was later coined 
by the team of PropertyLogic 
Incorporated that was on ground 
was a cynosure of the International 
eyes. It successfully and seamlessly 
aggregated the crème-de-la-crème 
of the Housing Industry, Partners, 
Investors, Stakeholders, Industry 
watchers and the policy makers. 
The deliberations were expertly 
tailored to suit the 20th century 
Housing need and address its chal-
lenges. The Speakers were carefully 
selected and their lectures deeply 
researched. It was not a talk show. 
The event was fully on ground. 

The builders, the Investors, 
the House owners and the policy 
makers found the event an ideal 
environment to mutually brain-
storm. It was one event that can 
be best described as a turning 
point for the Housing Industry. 
Everyone had something to take 
away. The International guest saw 
the expertise, ingenuity and the 
untapped opportunities that abun-
dantly abound in Nigeria. Those 
that had the rare privilege to give 
lectures or speeches did not hide 
their excitement. They from time 
to time admonished the creativ-
ity of the conveners and planners. 
Indeed; it is one event that should 
be replicated by other sectors of 
the economy if Nigeria must truly 
play in the committee of Nations 
and confidently take its rightful 
place in Africa

Come to think of it; which 
Market in Africa can be anywhere 

Raji Fashola at the Event

Guests at the Lecture hall
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T
he year was like no 
other. I could not un-
derstand the reason for 
the opposition. All hell 
seemed to have broken 

loose. The attack was vicious, 
deliberate and non stop. There 
was no indication of a letting off. 
As a veteran in the art of spiritual 
warfare I was not ready to give in 
and so I pressed in further. But you 
can tell that the battle was taking 
its toll on me, with negative signs 

Marketplace: Personal memoir
and wonders that my physical 
senses are bombarded with day 
and night.

The previous year was some-
what tough and daunting but 
God as usual carried us through 
on the wings of His words. The 
victory was smooth, beautiful and 
resounding. With the momentum 
of the Victory recorded last year 
we attacked the New Year with 
so much enthusiasm and vigor. 
Too sure of what to expect but 
to our utter amazement it was 
as though nothing was going to 
happen. In the physical the word 
bland became appropriate, but I 
knew better than to give up. I have 
reached this point many times in 
my life where it seemed as though 
nothing was happening, but even-
tually the WORD prevailed as 
usual. From this point you get to 
know the difference between a 
man and a boy, between the suc-

W
omen are no lon-
ger trailblazers. 
They are part of 
an overflowing 

pipeline of future leaders. Wom-
en are no longer competing for 
just one seat at the table; they are 
sitting side by side on executive 
boards at companies large and 
small. Women are no longer 
just employees; they are owners 
and co- owners of thriving busi-
nesses, shaping the marketing 
communications environment 
in Nigeria, Africa and the world 
over. Solabomi Okonkwo is one 
of such women.

The name Solabomi rings a 
bell in the hearts of many who 
have been privileged to meet 
her at both a personal and pro-
fessional level. With her wealth 
of experience across multiple 
industries in complex sales envi-
ronments, her strengths across 
the marketing mix provide cli-
ents with innovative marketing 
and communications strategies 
to fit their business, their bud-
gets and their goals. This comes 
as no surprise having spent over 
fifteen (15) years in key business 
areas including business devel-
opment, brand building, events 
management, and experiential 
marketing. She is also a certified 
ISO quality auditor.

Transforming creative vision 
into meaningful customer ac-
tion is one of the hallmarks of 
Solabomi’s career, which is evi-
dent in the countless campaigns 
and events she has secured 
under her belt. From the highly 
successful Arsenal player’s visit 
to Nigeria in 2012 under the 
aegis of Airtel Nigeria, to her 

Solabomi Okonkwo: Unveiling a new leader in marketing communications
keen involvement in the brand 
positioning of several blue chip 
brands such as Johnny Walker, 
Ciroc, Orijin and Malta Guinness 
and even the seamless execution 
of Golf and Polo tourneys across 
the country, she has proven 
her mettle time and again and 
shows no signs of slowing down 
anytime soon.

Her three year stint at NM 
Encore from 2014 to 2017 saw 
her propelling the experien-
tial marketing and activation 
agency to higher levelsthrough 
unrivaled leadership, innova-
tion, creativity and originality, 
thereby redefining Nigeria’s ex-
periential marketing landscape 
despite the odds. 

This doyen maintains a keen 
awareness of the dynamism and 
evolving principles that must 
be applied for brands to remain 
competitive both locally and in 
a global context, especially as 
consumers are increasingly get-
ting in tune with global trends. 
She strongly holds to the theory 
that customer-driven marketing 
philosophy backed up with inno-
vative marketing solutions with 
a focus on “Below the Line” (BTL) 
marketing techniques are para-
mount as this will set the pace in 
revolutionising the MarComms 
industry In the near future.

Solabomi, in analysing wom-
en as a key consumer subset 
trusts that recognizing and un-
derstanding women, as a diverse 
segment of a target audience, is 
critical. “Marketers must look 
past the often-reductive con-
straints of gender stereotypes,” 
she says.

The temptation for female 
MarComm professionals to at-
tempt to use personal experi-
ence to inform strategy to target 

women is becoming all too com-
mon, she admits. In order to be 
effective, however, one cannot 
overstress the need to under-
stand the nuances of many 
different segments and psy-
chographic profiles of women 
today, avoiding stereotypes and 
“me-marketing” which func-
tion around many assumptions 
rooted in generalisations. “Step-
ping away from “women as 
consumers” to think of exactly 
who, what, where, and why to 
target a subset of the powerful 
female segment is a skill highly 
valued in today’s commercial 
marketplace,” she concludes.

Against this s olid back-
ground, Solabomi was chosen 
as one of the panelists for the 

OlUwatOyin BayagBOn

Solabomi Okonkwo

cessful people and failures. There 
was no doubt in my mind, I was 
not going to throw in the towel. I 
would rather go down standing on 
the WORD of God than quit and 
beat a retreat. This is the attitude 
we are expected to have if we are 
to succeed in this wild world of 
evil and constant resistance. Truth 
makes you to be undaunted and 
determined, lies exhibit the same 
character to stop us and cause us 
to lose in life. But until the truth 
of the WORD of God has gained 
ascendancy in our hearts and we 
are fully persuaded, we can never 
partake of what is rightly ours. Our 
adversary, the devil is very skilled 
in the art of holding out, resisting, 
detracting and distracting, but 
we must never give up!  What we 
have going for us is much more 
than what they have going for 
them. We press in and be violent 
as we have been admonished( ... 

right from the time of John the 
Baptist the kingdom of God suffers 
violence, and only the violent take 
it by force).

With this understanding we 
should never be confused again 
why we don’t get answers to 
prayers; this is the only way de-
signed by God to work miracles 
in life and in the marketplace. We 
must fight, we must persevere, 
and we must press in leveraging 
on the victory that Jesus wrought 
on the cross of Calvary. We are not 
fighting as though we are blind; 
the reason for our fight is clear to 
us because what we are fighting 
for belongs to us. So brethren we 
take up our gauntlets and do jus-
tice to our adversary. Stop being 
an onlooker be assured that God 
has your back and you can only 
come out victorious.

 Facts to Victory
1. Irrespective of what is hap-

pening around you or to your busi-
ness, you must always be in a state 
of perpetual disagreement with 
the circumstance that threatens 
the existence of your business. A 
stubborn disposition to anything 
contrary to what God has said is 
the requirement.

2. You must be a Loudspeaker. 
The noise coming out of your 
mouth must drown out the voice 
of defeat and fear. The word of 
God says that whosoever shall 
say (speak) unto this mountain 
be removed… (Mark. 11:23). The 
power in your mouth is the power 
of the word of God, and there is 
no circumstance born out of hell 
that can withstand it. You must 
ensure there is perfect alignment 
for it to work.

As you remember to put all of 
these to work, I see great change 
happen for you in Jesus name.

 Remain blessed.

African Women in Leadership 
Conference 2017 (AWLC) held 
in Accra, Ghana, with the theme 
“Unleashing the Power, Inspir-
ing Greatness.” The conference, 
a 3-day women’s leadership, 
development and empowerment 
event which took place from 
29th March – 1st April 2017, 
brought together women from 
diverse backgrounds to interact, 
dialogue and discuss issues that 
are relevant to the achievement 
of gender parity and to agree on 
actions that will inspire change 
in order to advance the leader-
ship status of women across the 
continent.

Speaking to career develop-
ment and the role women play, 
Solabomi believes that negotiat-

ing, telling your brand story, 
and asserting know how is key 
to shooting through the hoops 
successfully. “Women must self-
promote and navigate the cor-
porate environment to develop 
their careers” she says. Women 
should “sit at the table,” showing 
an understanding of the power 
and expertise they possess. If 
women plan to lead, they must 
demonstrate their value in addi-
tion to the products and services 
of which they market. Women 
MarComm professionals must 
sell their story, voice opinions, 
and not be afraid to know what 
they’re looking for, Solabomi 
opines.

The voice of women is just 
one narrative necessary for a 
successful and holistic approach 
to marketing communications 
today. Indeed, the ways in which 
businesses incorporate and fa-
cilitate the promotion of women 
leaders will contribute to the 
richness and substance of the 
business world. Having women 
at the executive table is one way 
to facilitate these evolving dia-
logues; engaging female employ-
ees and new recruits is equally 
important. The MarComm space 
is leading the charge by continu-
ing to encourage new thought 
leaders and develop diverse tal-
ent pools.

Solabomi, an astute entrepre-
neur has a number of projects 
rolled up under sleeves. In the 
next couple of years we would 
be watching to see what she 
has on her plate and we surely 
will not be disappointed owing 
to her sterling track record of 
professionalism over the years.

Oluwatoyin Bayagbon, a com-
munications specialist, lives in 
Lagos.
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BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

S
tarTimes has added 
two new and excit-
ing channels,  ST 
Kungfu Plus and ST 

Novella E Plus from July 31. 
The addition, the company 
said in a statement,  is part 
of its on-going commitment 
to bring the best in local and 
international content to its 
esteemed subscribers.

Disclosing this to news-
men recently, StarTimes 
Marketing Director, Qa-
sim Elegbede, further said 
in the statement that the 
two exclusive new chan-
nels were self-produced 
channels, thus boosting 
the local content capac-
ity of StarTimes and its 
determination to satisfy its 
teeming subscribers locally 
and internationally.

Expected to go live on 
July 31, ST Kungfu Plus will 
air exclusively on channel 
number 155 and 156. It will 
co-exist alongside sister 
channel ST Kungfu, which 
currently airs on channel 
number 150.

Elegbede assured that 
martial arts lovers will cer-
tainly be delighted with 
ST Kungfu Plus as the sis-
ter channel, ST Kungfu 
remains popular among 
subscribers, noting that 
StarTimes wishes to give 
them more opportunities 
to learn about kung fu, Chi-

StarTimes adds new channels, 
ST Kungfu Plus, ST Novella E Plus

24 hours a day and feature 
the newest English dubbed 
telenovelas from Mexico, 
Philippines and Turkey.

“ST Novella E Plus will 
offer women premium pro-
grams, mostly new tele-
novelas which have never 
been broadcasted in Africa. 
It comes as an exciting ad-
dition to ST Novella E, a 
favourite among our female 
subscribers, to enrich their 
viewing experience and 
give them extra choices,” 
says Qasim Elegbede.

To celebrate its launch, 
ST NOVELA E PLUS will 
broadcast an exclusive TV 
series, a Colombian tele-
novela from 2016 called 
Digging for Love.

 It narrates the story of 
two families who live hap-
pily door to door until the 
day they find a treasure 
buried in the ground be-
tween their houses.

Another hit show will be 
So Much Love, a Mexican 
telenovela telling the story 
of Mía, a humble cook with 
big dreams who falls for her 
boss, a tormented man un-
able to express his feelings.

ST Novella E Plus will 
also broadcast exclusive 
shows like Star Showcase. 
Star Showcase is a talk show 
introducing the latest world 
films, Music videos, enter-
tainment news and dramas.

attribute their enquiries to 
the Chivita 100% breakfast 
communication campaign, 
which shows that the brand 
is doing a good job of owning 
the breakfast narrative.”

“It is a good sign that 
more people are becoming 
conscious of what they con-
sume and seeking complete 
breakfast beverage choices 
that offers great taste, qual-
ity nutrition and a healthy 
alternative like Chivita 
100%,” Balogun added. 

Speaking on the effec-
tiveness of the Chivita 100% 
breakfast Campaign, CHI 
Limited’s Head of Market-
ing,  Probal Bhattacharya 
said further said in the state-
ment, “Of importance to 
our robust communication 
campaign is the need to 
engage consumers through 
effective platforms and offer 
a value proposition that is in 
tandem with their needs.”

Consumers commend Chivita 
100% breakfast campaign
Stories by Daniel Obi

T
h e  o n g o i n g 
#Breakfastwith-
C h i v i t a 1 0 0 % 
campaign which 
has trended for 

months on influential so-
cial media platforms and 
enjoyed positioning on stra-
tegic out of home platforms 
as well as a blitz of television 
advertisement on terrestrial 
and satellite channels has re-
ceived commendation from 
consumers, the company 
has said.

“With its key message of 
making breakfast complete 
with Chivita 100% Fruit 
Juice gaining traction, the 
brand has through effective 
communication endeared 
itself to consumers by offer-
ing a highly attractive value 
proposition. Its partnership 
with Manchester United 
and deployment of some of 
the club’s internationally 
renowned stars like Wayne 
Rooney, Marcus Rashford, 
Eric Bailly and Juan Mata 
in the television advertise-
ment to project the brand’s 
breakfast narrative is seen 
as a masterstroke through its 
showcasing of some of the 
best players in football mak-
ing healthy and complete 
breakfast choices”.

Ikem Onyeka, a Brand 
Consultant with Wingplus 
Communication, in a state-
ment said  a communication 

campaign succeeds when 
the brand owner is able to 
persuade consumers that 
the brand has benefits that 
they want or need; hence, 
it is not every time a brand 
achieves the objective of ex-
citing the consumer in ways 
that ignite conversation.

“The Chiv ita 100% 
breakfast campaign has 
ticked all the boxes for a 
good communication cam-
paign. Firstly, the brand puts 
forward an appealing and 
beneficial value proposition, 
and essentially enriched our 
idea of a healthy complete 
breakfast,” Onyeka said.

“Secondly, it is effectively 
marketing its breakfast nar-
rative with deployment via 
primetime television and ra-
dio advertisement, banner 
adverts on influential online 
websites, social media pro-
motions, strategic billboard 
placements and reviews 
in national print publica-
tions. Thirdly, these efforts 
have generated renewed 
consumer interest, conver-
sations around a complete 
healthy breakfast like never 
before”

In the statement, Biodun 
Balogun, a health nutrition 
expert said, “As a nutrition-
ist, my job involves offering 
dietary advices to people. 
In recent times, I have seen 
a noticeable trend in enqui-
ries around the benefits of 
100% fruit juice for break-
fast. Many of my clients 

T
elecommunications 
services provider, 
Airtel Nigeria, has 
unveiled its Home 

Broadband Service in line 
with its commitment to 
deepen Internet connec-
tivity as well as empower 
telecoms consumers to 
share data with a number 
of people without worry-
ing about cost and other 
limitations.

The company said in  a 
statement that the  new 
Airtel Home Broadband de-
livers superfast broadband 
service via data terminals 
such as dongle, MiFi and 
routers as it comes in vari-
ous packages and affordable 
price range to suit the life-
styles of different customer 
segments.

“Customers can get 
unlimited data on pack-
ages such as Unlimited 10, 
Unlimited 15 and Unlim-

Airtel unveils home broadband service
 to deepen internet connectivity

ited 20, which are offered 
at N10,000, N15,000 and 
N20,000 respectively and 
valid for 30 days.

To subscribe to the ser-
vice on smartphones, cus-
tomers are advised to dial 
certain codes.

Customers who wish to 
use the service for home 
broadband and on data ter-
minals are required to get 
the MIFI / Router / Dongle 
at the nearest Airtel show-
room or a designated Airtel 
agent.

Upon activating any of 
the unlimited plans, cus-
tomers enjoy superfast data 
experience until a threshold 
is reached. After this, the 
data speed is throttled to 
a lower speed in line with 
the Fair Usage Policy. Ac-
cording to this policy, the 
threshold for Unlimited 10 
is 40GB; unlimited 15 come 
with 65GB while unlimited 
20 is 100GB, after which 
the speed comes to 256kpbs. 
However, customers can 
continue to enjoy unlimited 
browsing until plan expires.

Commenting on the 
new value offering, Chief 
Commercial Officer, Airtel 
Nigeria, Ahmad Mohkles, 
in the statement said Airtel 
is changing the paradigm, 
breaking new frontiers and 
inspiring new behaviour as 
far as data sharing as well as 
delivering ubiquitous data 
experience is concerned.

nese culture and to watch 
great action movies and 
series.

 “This is happening right 
after the launch of our 
Great Summer Adventure 
campaign which is full of 
exciting content and pro-
motions. StarTimes is really 
spoiling its subscribers this 
summer he added.

To celebrate its launch, 
ST Kungfu Plus will broad-
cast an exclusive Chinese 
TV series, The Journey of 
Flower, which tells the sto-
ry of a young woman with 
strange abilities whose life 
is saved by an immortal and 
the head of a sect who will 
later become her master, 
and the love of her life.

On the same day, Star-
Times will launch a scin-
tillating women focused 
series, ST Novella E Plus, a 
series especially designed 
for women which will air 

N
igerian Bottling 
Company Lim-
ited (NBC), ma-
jor player in the 

non-alcoholic beverage 
industry, has restated its 
commitment to environ-
mental sustainability. In 
a recent company state-
ment, Legal, Public Affairs 
and Communications Di-
rector, Sade Morgan stated 
that, “NBC is part of Co-
ca-Cola Hellenic Bottling 
Company, and as a busi-
ness, we have integrated 
sustainability and corpo-
rate responsibility into ev-
ery part of our operation, 
building long-term shared 
value for our business and 
stakeholders.”

 The non-alcoholic bev-
erage comp0any’s spokes-
person further stated that, 
“NBC is always developing 
new initiatives to drive sus-
tainability in its operations 
and amongst employees. 

The Company recently 
launched ‘Water Pledge’, an 
internal campaign aimed at 
creating more awareness 
within our operations to 
commit to water minimiza-
tion initiative in our plants, 
with a pioneer activation in 
our Asejire Plant. In addi-
tion, NBC has established 
a Sustainability Award, to 
ensure day to day milestone 
efforts add up to sustained 
improvements and best 
practices in quality, safety 
and environment, demand-
ing healthy competition 
amongst different NBC 
production locations.”

 On how the Compa-
ny treats its waste water,  
Morgan said, “We ensure 
that all water returned to 
the natural environment 
is treated to the level that 
supports aquatic life. Our 
11 bottling plants spread 
across Nigeria have on-site 
functional waste water 

NBC says environmental 
sustainability key to its business

treatment plants. Treated 
water released into the 
environment is suitable for 
use in agriculture as well 
as supporting plant and 
animal life.”

 In 2016, Coca-Cola HBC 
was named beverage in-
dustry leader in the Dow 
Jones Sustainability Indi-
ces for the third consecu-
tive year. This three-peat 
award celebrates the Coca-
Cola Hellenic Group’s com-
mitments to upholding 
its leading position in the 
beverage industry on sus-
tainability matters. NBC 
is contributing to meeting 
the Coca-Cola Hellenic Bot-
tling Group target of 40% 
reduction by 2020, (when 
compared to 2010) in its 
environmental footprints, 
as it relates to water and 
carbon emission, through 
its water and energy con-
sumption reduction initia-
tives.



TheWorshippers

As someone who has been in ministry 
for over 20 years, how do you see the 
women ministry in Nigeria?

T
he women ministry is going on 
fine for now but at the same 
time needs a revolution. A lot 
of women cleric should go back 
to bible school because why we 

have lapses in the women ministry is due 
to intellectual incapacitation in ministra-
tion. Lots of women minister once they 
can see vision, dreams, maybe God reveals 
a problem to you, you jump into ministry, 
but that is not enough. From my own ex-
perience, I would say they should go back 
to bible college, they should go back to 
acquire knowledge. Bible college is not the 
only place to learn; if we must restructure 
the women ministry, the women minister 
must go back to the word. Women are 
prayer warriors but prayer is not enough 
in solving the problem of man, we need 
knowledge. Therefore, skill acquisition in 
terms of knowing the God you serve, His 
word and method of how to get it done is 
very important so that we can be more 
effective and structured in ministry. It is 
very important that we give ourselves to 
knowing the word, understand the nature 
of what we are doing so that we can bal-
ance spiritual, physical and intellectual 
aspects of ministry. Women ministry also 
should be such that upholds the place of 
prayer and I will use this opportunity to 
urge us to go back to the place of prayer, 
because when mothers pray things 
happen. Finally, the women in ministry 
should stand for holiness; we should stand 
for the truth and there should be synergy 
in women ministry now than ever.  

  What would you consider the role of 
the church in nation building?

The role of the church primarily is 
spiritual. The problem of man, if we must 
accept the truth, is first spiritual, and God 
has planted His kingdom as a system 
in which man can be recycled back to 
Him, but method differs. We have dif-
ferent methods; some churches believe 
in focusing on people they have within 
their church and bringing the best out of 
them, so they do not care about extending 
their hands out to others. Some churches 
believe in extending but in something that 
can benefit them, and there is still nothing 
wrong in whatever way we use in driving 
to this destination, we should do it. But, 
first and foremost our role is the spiritual 
aspect; once you can deliver a man from 
ignorance and blindness, separation from 
his God, that man is on his way to finding 
his purpose in life; when he discovers his 
purpose, then empowerment can come 
in. When you empower him, he will be 
able to live life and be meaningful to 
himself. Today the church is so distracted 
with many things, but we should be 
doing things to affect lives positively, to 

change lives, and not necessarily to bring 
people to our church. So, if our primary 
role is spiritual, how do you then attend 
to spiritual needs of a man? It is by going 
on your knees, you start on your knees 
and intercede on behalf of the people. 
We should start praying, prayer brings 
change, prayer cannot be neglected if we 
want our society to change. So, the church 
should maintain its spiritual assignment 
first. Secondly is the physical dimension. 
The bible even said it, if you see a man that 
is hungry and you pray for him, ‘God bless 
you’, without giving him what to eat, you 
have not done well. You must attend to 
his spiritual needs first but must not close 
your eyes to his physical needs. 

 What is your opinion on Christians 
going into politics?

Life is about finding your purpose; 
some are born for certain things. If there 
are Christians that God has made to rule, 
He has given them the ability to have the 
mathematics, regardless of whether they 
are Christians, they should go in there. I 
support Christians to go into politics but 
do not support weaklings, compromising 
Christians going into politics. Currently 

the kind of Christians we have in poli-
tics are not encouraging others to come 
onboard because they always appear as 
weaklings once they come into power, 
the things they promise before going there 
they just forget and submit to whatever 
they meet there, and that makes it hard 
to call them Christians. So, Christians 
should wake up especially those God has 
purposed to be there, and once they are 
there they will not be able to sell their 
birthright. A good example in the bible is 
Joseph. Joseph was a very good Christian 
and politician. Therefore, I support serious 
Christians going into politics, Christians 
that have been trained.       

 What was the need you saw in the 
society at the onset of the foundation 
that you set out to meet?

I can say I have an inborn desire to help 
people at the grassroots because I came 
from the grassroots myself and out of the 
little we had, we still extended a helping 
hand to people at the grassroots. My father 
is so compassionate that he can give his 
eyes out to help anybody. For me, I can 
say the foundation is a God-given assign-
ment. I feel attached, moved whenever I 

see a need, and I myself as an advocate for 
needy people, that has helped shape my 
view towards helping people. God pointed 
my attention to it, I embraced it, and since 
then my life has been all about charity. In 
2000, I was into deliverance ministry in 
my office and God called me and showed 
me a scavenger and asked me a question: 
‘Do you believe I died for people like this?’ 
And I said yes. ‘Then reach out to them,’ he 
told me. So, I sent for the guy, he thought 
I called him to pick up bins. He rushed 
to my office and I said no, the Lord said I 
should reach out to you and your type. He 
smiled and said no, that I could not reach 
out to him, but I engaged him in the word 
and the Lord took control, and at a point, 
he gave up and opened up to me. He was 
away from home for 14 years and his fam-
ily did not know if he was dead or alive. He 
gave his life to Christ afterward and that is 
why I said what I am doing is beyond NGO. 
Instead, I call it charity evangelism, that is, 
I am doing evangelism through charity, 
but not as bait but it is to help humanity.

17 years after, are those needs being 
met? What would you have done differ-
ently to make the mission stronger?

What I would love to add will be well 
understood when people understand 
what we have done. Charity mission, 
usually called SIMENS, is an organisation 
that has done so much because we provide 
medical services that cater for whatever 
our capacity can shoulder. We provide 
counseling, seminars on health that have 
changed lot of people, and we have taken 
these services to the rural areas even to 
the police station. We also believe that 
if you are healthy then you can talk of 
empowerment, and one of our core focus 
areas is skills acquisition. Charity mission 
also provides welfare support especially 
for widows, majorly old people because 
of my passion for the old. Aged people are 
left uncared for, and are even referred to as 
witches, but from experience within the 
17 years I have seen that they are really 
lovely people who are into what they do 
because they lack care. So, with care and 
love we have got a lot of them. Just like 
when you give a wrapper to someone 
that is old, you will hear them say things 
like, ‘Nobody has given me something 
like this before’, and several others. So, we 
give them food, take care of their needs 
and empower their children, and to me 
that is our greatest achievement so far. 
Looking at what we can add to improve 
our operations, I would say to modify our 
method of rendering these services. I see 
it as a challenge because what we have 
done within the years, we cannot really 
say can be monitored or confirmed if the 
people we empowered are using it to serve 
the purposed intended. Our goal now is to 
improve on what we are doing and cover 
more places by touching more lives. 
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‘The church should cater to spiritual 
and physical needs of mankind’
Pastor (Mrs.) Ngozi Oluwagbamiga has been in the ministry for about 25 years. 
A pastor of a church (Famous Gospel Proclaimers’ Ministries) under her husband, 
she also runs a missionary outfit, Charity Mission Empowerment Foundation, 
that covers the West African region with focus on rural areas. She spoke with 
Seyi John Salau on the plight of women in ministry and what the church must 
do to salvage Nigeria from its current socio-economic challenges. Excerpts:

Ngozi Oluwagbamiga
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R-L: Darky Afirca, Consul General, South Africa, presenting the book, ‘The Long Walk To Freedom’ Hloni 
Pitso, SAT regional manager, at the dinner.

Glo Laftta Fest hosts Ikeja fans to a refreshing time today  

All for Madiba
…as South Africans celebrate Mandela in Nigeria
OBINNA EMELIKE

O
n July 18, 2009, the 
United Nations Gener-
al Assembly through 
a unanimous de ci-
sion launched Nelson 

Mandela International Day, a day 
set aside to remember the ideals 
and legacies of the foremost free-
dom fighter and late former presi-
dent of South Africa.

Since that formal launch on that 
day, which happens to be the birth-
day of Nelson Mandela, people of 
the globe have dedicated July 18 of 
every year as a day to honour Nel-
son Mandela who was popularly 
called Madiba by his people.

Yearly, Mandela Day calls on all 
people of the world to make the 
world a better place every day, 
hence making every day a Mandela 
Day means celebrating Madiba’s 
life and legacy in a sustainable 
way that will bring about enduring 
change and peace.

Like previous celebrations, this 
year’s Mandela Day was themed.  
It was celebrated under the theme: 
‘Taking action against poverty’.

Like every other parts of the 
world, Mandela International Day 
was also celebrated in Nigeria. 
Darkey Ephraim Africa, South Af-
rica Consul General, Lagos, hosted 
Nigerians, his fellow countrymen, 
fans of Madiba, the diplomatic com-
munity and some high dignitaries 

Iconic comedians billed to perform at 
the Ikeja edition of the Glo Laffta Fest 
this Sunday have assured Nigerians 

who attend the show of a stress-termi-
nating, refreshing time that they would 
not forget in a hurry.

Glo Laffta Fest parades the continent’s 
most talented comic stars, including 
Salvador from Uganda and Nigeria’s 
Basketmouth, Bovi Ugboma, I Go Dye, 
Acapella, De Don, Seyi Law, Bash, Sena-
tor, Dan D’Humorous, Kenny Blaq and 
Still Ringing.

Speaking on behalf of the high-flying 
comedians billed to perform at the Ikeja 
edition of the show, Benneth Daniel 
popularly called Acapella said attendees 
would enjoy freshly minted jokes on 
contemporary and germane issues that 
would crack their ribs and offer them “a 
refreshing time”.

Another show headliner, Dan D Hu-
morous said “Come Sunday, the people 
of Lagos especially the good people of 
Ikeja should expect nothing but the 
best from the ‘wolf’ himself. It will 
be premium comedy in an unlimited 
fashion, Glo style.”

change the world, we must educate 
the youths”, he said.

Excited at the turnout of the 
event, the South African Consul 
General noted that Nelson Mandela 
International Day commemorates 
the lifetime of selfless service Nel-
son Mandela gave to South Africa 
and the world. He went further to 
narrate his visit to Freedom Park 
Lagos, where some notable Nige-
rian pre-colonial freedom fighters 
were imprisoned by the colonial 
Britain.

He used the old Lagos prison to 
create insight on what Mandela 
suffered for many years in prison 
because of his fight for the free-
dom of his people and also urged 
all present to carry on with the 
legacies for a better world. Darkey 
Ephraim Africa insisted that the 
theme of this year’s celebration 
was not a mistake; hence there 
should be concerted and sustained 
actions by all against poverty 
across the world.  

As expected, the event was not 
all about speeches. The guests had 
sumptuous dinner amid generous 
taste of South African wines and 
live music by a musical band and 
DJ Jakes Mogale.

One highlight of the event was 
the presentation of ‘A long walk 
to freedom’, a book that captures 
Madiba’s life and struggles to some 
of the guests. 

Ibadan for a second showing in the larg-
est city in West Africa before going to 
other locations, such as FESTAC, Suleja, 
Kano, Anyigba, Lokoja, Port Harcourt, 
Onitsha, Makurdi and Ajah.

to a special Mandela Day Dinner at 
Southern Sun Ikoyi Hotel that day.

The event, which started with 
the recitation of the national an-
thems of Nigeria and South Africa, 
witnessed many exciting activities 
and also observation of a minute 
silence by the dignitaries for Ray 
Phiri, a South African musician 
who passed on recently.

The high profile audience were 
thrilled and also challenged by 
the video clips of Nelson Mandela, 
which also highlighted Mandela’s 
10 rules for success some of which 
include; Demand Respect, Prove 
them wrong, Use your time wisely, 
Take a stand, among others.

Speaking at the dinner, Bukar 
Bukarambe, director general, Ni-

The Glo Laffta Fest nationwide show 
which enters its 16th week this weekend 
will also be graced by some of Nigeria’s 
best known Nollywood faces, such as 
the highly revered actress Patience 
Ozokwor, popularly called Mama G, 
prolific actress and film producer, Funke 
Akindele, one of Yoruba film’s most 
popular actors, Odunlade Adekola and 
Nollywood  living legend, Richard Mofe-
Damijo.

The Glo Laffta Fest in Ikeja will be an-
chored by the duo of Ebube Nwagbo and 
Uche Jombo, while dignitaries and very 
important personalities from all walks 
of life are expected to grace the event.

“Glo Laffta Fest will avail the residents 
of Ikeja the opportunity to relax and 
enjoy themselves in an atmosphere of 
fun and laughter.  It will be a night they 
will cherish for a long time to come,” 
Globacom said in a press statement from 
its head office in Lagos on Friday.

To attend the Ikeja show, Glo sub-
scribers are expected to use up to 
N2,000 credit within one month and 
text LOL with the location name to the 
short code 240; for example, “LOL Ikeja” 

geria Institute of International Af-
fairs, a professor and special guest 
at the occasion, described Mandela 
as a global citizen who is worthy of 
every respect accorded to him even 
years after his demise because of 
his ideals and legacies.

The university don noted that 
Madiba’s selflessness and concern 
for the welfare of the generality of 
the people not minding their race, 
creed and colour are virtues every 
African leader and youths should 
imbibe.

“One way of keeping the ideals of 
Mandela, especially by leaders and 
youths is to embrace the values of 
honesty and hardwrok. Education 
is the most powerful weapon you 
can use to change the world. To 

to 240. Alternatively, they can go to 
the venue with N2000 to buy recharge 
card for their lines to be admitted into 
the hall.

 After Ikeja, the show moves to 
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Saro The Musical sets to thrill 
Londoners this summer  

Wanderlust still thrills at Wheatbaker

A
s the Nigerian theatre industry 
continues to grow and attract 
interest locally and inter-
nationally, contemporary 
Nigerian theatre will be on 

display in London this August when Saro 
The Musical will open to the public at the 
Shaw Theatre London.

The show runs for six days at the Shaw 
Theatre, London. It kicks off from 7 pm 
on August 24, and 25, while it starts from 
3pm-7pm on August 26, 27 and 28.

On the first two days, Augusts 24 and 
August 24-29, 2017. It will start by 7pm 
on the last day, August 29, 2017.

Speaking at a press conference held 
recently at Terra Kulture to announce 
the London show, Bolanle Austin-Peters, 
CEO, Bolanle Austin-Peters Productions 
(BAP), producers of the musicals, said, 
“Due to popular demand we are taking the 
show to the largely discerning and opened 
London population. Saro! The Musical is a 
proudly Nigerian cultural export that has 
the potential to boost cultural diplomacy 
and promote our cultural heritage abroad. 
It will provide the highly talented and 
creative youths involved in the production 
also with opportunities to experience the 
UK creative space and technology driving 
the UK creative industry”.

‘SARO The Musical’ is mixed with 
colours of hope, self-will, love and de-
termination, which result into a moving 
artistic portrait of ‘The African Dream.’ 
SARO explores the journey of four young 
courageous village men who step out of 
their comfort zone to the city life of Lagos, 
which is generally regarded as the land of 
opportunities, in search of success.

The musical paints an honest picture 

Wanderlust, a summer art exhibi-
tion by six Nigerian artists is still 
running at The Wheatbaker 

Hotel in Ikoyi Lagos.
The exhibition, which started on July 8, 

2017 hopes to thrill visual art lovers and 
guests of the Ikoyi-based boutique hotel 
until September 15, 2017.

The exhibition is curated by Sandra 
Mbanefo Obiago, artistic director, SMO 
Contemporary Art, and it explores the 
“why” behind cross cultural, cross border, 
mental and physical journeying. On dis-
play are 40 paintings, drawings, photo-
graphs and mixed media works.

One reason to see the exhibition is the 
fact that the six artists showcasing their 
works are leading and emerging artists 
with strong roots in Germany and Nigeria, 
hence providing cross pollination of ideas 
and creativity.

The artists are: Chidi Kwubiri, Dilom-
prizulike (popularly called “Junkman of 
Africa”), Emeka Udemba, Numero Unoma, 
Yetunde Ayeni-Babaeko and Jimmy 
Nwanne. These internationally celebrated 
artists explore the concept of ‘wandern’, 
a term of Germanic origin, drawing on a 
collective desire to travel and explore. The 

result is a delicious final product that is 
worthy entertainment.

BAP; one of Nigeria’s most successful 
and influential arts, cultural and produc-
tion companies, is assuring its London 
audience a six-day enthralling stage per-
formances, especially with its stellar cast, 
crew and most importantly, the rich Nige-
rian story and cultural heritage that will 
be projected by Nigerians for the world.

question, reinforce or realign our core 
values which shape our individual and 
community evolving histories. I trust the 
WANDERLUST exhibition will bring us to 
a deeper understanding of the emotional 
and physical effects of migration and hope-
fully increase our empathy for the world’s 
displaced people.“

For the curator, whether one considers 
the refugee crisis in Europe, the issue of 
displaced people across Africa, or the in-
flux of vacation seekers during the peak 
summer travel months, migration affects 
everyone.

In line with Obiago, Oliver Enwonwu, 
president, Society of Nigerian Artists 
(SNA), who is excited by the plethora 
of renowned artists showcasing at the 
exhibition, said, “Wanderlust stimulates 
cross-fertilization of ideas centered on is-
sues of identity, migration, and belonging 
between African artists who define their 
practices on the continent and those in 
the Diaspora”.

The exhibition is supported by Deutsche 
Bank, Still Earth. Holding, the German 
Consulate of Lagos, ELALAN, and Louis 
Guntrum Wines. However, it provides 
special outing experience for art lovers 
who are also advised to purchase some of 
the works in appreciation of the artists’ 
creative ingenuity.

of life in the city, the ups and downs, the 
smiles and the tears. SARO takes you 
on a rollercoaster of emotions through 
stellar acting, rich costumes, vibrant 
dancing and music. The play speaks the 
universal language of music. The type of 
music that not only satisfies beyond the 
African audience, but also satisfies those 
who crave music that feeds the soul. Saro 
is a realistic exposure of characters that 

term is deeply ingrained in the creative 
DNA of these artists with strong roots who 
have adventured and experienced living 
across borders.

Responding to a frequently polarized 
and fragmented world, these artists ex-
plore the internal and external aspects of 
Wanderlust – especially vis-a-vis migra-
tion issues in Africa and Europe, and the 
walk across the world of many refugees 
seeking safe haven. The works touch on 
the modern reality and ancient roots of 
exploration, seen from the unique perspec-

are relatable with warmth to them that 
make you feel you welcomed into their 
world no matter who you are or where 
you are from.

The directing style opens up your 
imagination to the characters and their 
world making it a recipe that a family 
craves with ingredients of joy mixed 
with heavy laughter, sprinkled with 
empathy and a dose of heartfelt love. The 

tive of Nigerian-German Wanderers.
One of the artists most visitors seek to 

meet is Junkman of Africa, who is known 
for sculptural installations of recycled 
objects. The artist presents a new body 
of fragile paper works, expressing the 
“transitional realities” of wanders through 
human and animal forms migrating 
through abstract color landscapes, Jimmy 
Nwanne’s soulful portraits of men and 
women haunted by memories of fading 
histories are a powerful reaction to Euro-
pean socio-political realities.

Another artist to see is at the exhibition 
is Chidi Kwubiri, an Award-winning art-
ist. Kwubiri is enthralling visitors with his 
three-meter wide painting Transitions, in 
which a human form sits cross-legged with 
arms outstretched, touches on the very 
essence of Wanderlust, highlighting the 
need to “open up” emotionally, spiritually, 
and physically when embarking on life 
journeys.

As well, Yetunde Ayeni-Babaeko, a fash-
ion photographer, presents multi-layered 
photographs which reflect nuanced 
historical African migration narratives 
while pushing the boundary of stylized 
studio images.

Explaining the rationale behind the 
exhibition, Sandra Mbanefo Obiago said, 
“I think it is important that art helps us 

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Youths share their vision, expectations 
in #NigeriaStartsWithMe book

Fashola Photography Foundation 
announces 15 finalists for workshop

Y
oung Nigerians were 
at their creative best 
as they painted apt 
pictures of the Nige-
ria of their dreams 

through various contributions to 
the NigeriaStartsWithMe book 
which was recently launched by 
Sahara Group in Lagos.

The 98 page book features 
short articles on several initia-
tives that can be deployed to 
place Nigeria firmly on the 
pedestal of sustainable growth. 
The book also captures certain 
landmarks in Nigeria under sec-
tions tagged, “Explore Nigeria,” 
which were included to promote 
the nation’s heritage.

Unveiled in March 2017, the 
#NigeriaStartsWithMe proj-
ect is an initiative of Sahara 
Group,which taskedyoung peo-
ple to volunteer practical ideas 
on moving Nigeria forward. The 
project required contributions to 
be based on the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Speaking at the book launch, 
Tonye Cole, Sahara Group’s ex-
ecutive director and co-founder, 
said the ideas expressed by 
youths “are indicative of the 
fact that we truly have talented 
young people whose creative 
energies should be harnessed 
towards effective nation build-
ing”. He added: “the level of 
participation and quality of 
contribution we received rein-
forced our belief in the ability 
of young Nigerians to lead the 
charge towards the #NewNi-

geria vision. Twitter was abuzz 
with ideas from youths with 
over 1000 comments whilst the 
portal dedicated to the project 
via our website (www.sahara-
group.com), received over 158 
contributions.”

Chinasa Nwachukwu, a con-
tributor who wrote on “educa-
tion through sensitization” not-
ed that: “a radical transformation 
of the Nigerian society should 
begin from a change of the in-
dividual mindset; education of 
the youths through sensitization 
programmes about their rights, 
their limitations and the power 
they have over the government”. 

Making a case for patronis-
ing ‘Made-in-Nigeria’ fashion 
designers, Tobenna Menakaya 
wrote: “In addition to a more 
tailored satisfaction of personal 
style, #WearNigeria will drive 
the necessary growth and per-
fection in Nigerian fashion as 
it gives a voice to home-grown 
talents and fosters creativity 
and advancement which would 
trigger diversification and job 
creation within the industry.” 
Focusing on the need to reduce 
climate change, Oladeji Oladayo 
wrote: “increased support for 
investment in renewable energy 
such as biogas and solar energy 

would greatly expand the scope 
for development of low-carbon 
energy.”

Cole urged the nation’s youths 
to sustain their contributions to 
transforming Nigeria by posi-
tively, constructively and con-
sistently lending their voices 
to national discourses through 
social media platforms.

He said the book would be for-
mally presented to Yemi Osin-
bajo, Acting President, as well 
as, the leaders of other organs 
of government to ensure the 
contributions and propositions 
captured in the book receive the 
backing of key decision makers 

The Fashola Photogra-
phy Foundation has an-
nounced the selection of 

the 15 finalists for its maiden 
annual workshop.

They were selected from 
over a thousand entries, which 
were adjudged among the best 
to capture the theme; Dialogue 
with Nature and Nostalgia 
Portraits; discuss nature and 
periods in the past that cannot 
be forgotten.

A list of the participants in-
clude: Seun Adeusi, Kehinde 
Yusuf, Uche Osoka, Ayo Olu-
wole, Fayemi Abiodun, Vivian 
Nwobi, Arinze Onyisi, Francis 
Adeoti, Eyitoyosi Onadipe, 
Ogunro Ayodeji, Adigwe Ndu-
buisi, Adegbola Adetayo and 

across the nation. “We will also 
distribute the book to members 
of the organized private sector, 
academia, multilateral institu-
tions and civil organisations to 
expand the scope of achieving 
some of the suggestions that are 
critical to realizing the SDGs in 
Nigeria,” he said.

According to Cole, Sahara 
Group would keep the #Nige-
riaStartsWithMeproject open 
to allow other young Nigerians 
send in their contributions “to 
ensure we keep the conversation 
going until we see the results we 
all desire, that is the emergence 
of a greater Nigeria.”
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Anthony Onogbo.
All 15 finalists participated 

in a tuition-free professional 
workshop that ran from July 
22 -26, 2017 in Lagos.

The workshop was facilitat-
ed by seasoned professionals 
including Shola Animashaun, 
Yetunde Babaeko, TY Bello 
and Lukesh Olanipekun.

The Fashola Photography 
Foundation is a befitting trib-
ute to the late Alhaji Ademola 
Fashola by his children, as it 
celebrates their father and his 
great love for photography.

The workshop is a perfect 
build-up to the launch of the 
foundation at an exclusive VIP 
ceremony scheduled to hold in 
Lagos August 5, 2017. 
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Book
Book Review

I
n choosing the title of his book, ‘The 
Potent Force of Sponsorship’, Omo-
Ojo Ernest Ivie consciously uses the 
word ‘potent’ to demonstrate the 
power, efficacy, potency of the force 

of sponsorship, which, according to him, 
is “the very principle that rules the world”.

And the author demonstrates, in six 
chapters and 86 pages, that “the world 
runs on sponsorship” – it is there in the 
businesses/corporate world, entertain-
ment industry, churches or religious 
organisations, politics, sports, etc. But 
there are also 15 preliminary pages that 
include endorsements, dedication and 
introduction.

The book, a bold attempt to change 
mindsets, answers the critical questions 
– Who is a sponsor? Why do we need a 
sponsor? Can you reach your zenith with-
out a sponsor? Do we confuse a mentor 
with a sponsor? Does the world run on 
sponsorship? Is it scriptural and spiritual?

Going through, one cannot miss the 
nuggets that dominate the entire book, 
nuggets that essentially speak to the criti-
cal place of sponsorship in every phase 
of human life and career. But beyond 
these nuggets, the author calls readers 
to be strategic in positioning themselves 
to be identified by potential sponsors as, 
according to him, “Life without a sponsor 
cannot reach its zenith.”

‘The Potent Force of Sponsorship’ 
opens with an introduction, where the 
author emphasises that while having 
a mentor is good, a sponsor is actually 
more critical than a mentor. Indeed, he 
says, sponsorship is “the most useful of 
the success chains” as “all the coaching 
and mentoring” would be useless “if you 
do not have a platform to showcase all 
you have learnt”. “A mentor is good,” he 
argues, “but having a good mentor with-
out a sponsor is time and energy wasted.”

The opening chapter, titled “Who is 
a Sponsor?”, traces the word ‘sponsor’ 
from its Latin origins and offers various 
definitions from different sources. Some 
qualities of a sponsor highlighted in this 
chapter include that a sponsor announces 
your arrival to the stage; makes room for 
you; sponsors are very impatient and very 
strategic; they are visionary – they see 
opportunities well ahead; they usually 
have big egos; they could charge a fee; 
they could demand rewards; and they do 
not operate based on emotions.

“Sponsorship does not happen by 
accident. It is deliberate, thought over, 
planned and executed. It takes a lot for 
someone to agree to undertake a sponsor-
ship; it demands responsibility from both 
partners. Most times the person sponsor-
ing must find value before embarking on 
the mission. It does not come cheap, it is 

expensive and as such you have to earn 
it, there are no emotions about it, which is 
why it is not a philanthropic movement,” 
the author says.

He goes ahead in Chapter Two to 
clearly distinguish between sponsors 
and mentors, two distinct roles, he says, 
people often tend to confuse. While “a 
mentor is someone inside or outside 
your organisation who can give advice, 
feedback and encouragement”, the author 
defines a sponsor as “someone within 
or outside your organisation who has 
positional and political influence to help 
you move your career or life forward. 
Sponsors provide leads to advancement 
and growth”.

Using Biblical examples, the author in 
the third chapter attempts to show that 
the world runs and has always run on 
sponsorship; that even God himself un-
derstands this concept and used it.

To illustrate this point, he cites the 
examples of Jesus and John the Baptist, 
David and Jonathan, Moses and Pharaoh’s 
daughter, Naaman and the Jewish maid 
(2 Kings 5:1-26), Rebecca and Jacob (Gen. 
27:5-30), Joseph and the Cupbearer (Gen. 
41), Ruth and Naomi (Ruth Chapter 2), 
Saul, the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 9: 
6-20), Jesus at the feeding of the 5,000 
(John 6: 1-10), among others.

Arguing that John was the sponsor of 
Jesus, the author buttresses his argument 
by pointing out that John announced 
Jesus’ arrival on stage when he said, “Be-
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sins of the world”, and made room for 
Jesus when he said, “He will increase and 
I will decrease”.

The author says, “You can never tell 
where your next breakthrough would 
come from as the next person to you may 
just be the sponsor you have been waiting 
for; so do not despise small beginnings.”

He adds, “We all need leveraging, don’t 
despise the power of leveraging, it’s the 
difference why two people who set out 
on the same journey same day to the same 
destination arrive differently.”

In Chapter Four, the author, using 
contemporary examples, demonstrates 
that the sponsorship principle is a reality 
of our time which you ignore or hate at 
your own peril.

“This principle today defines the es-
sence of politics, government, business, 
religion, entertainment, sports, etc. It is 
the single game changer or decider of 
who gets what, why, where and how. If 
you hate or fail to recognise and operate 
in this principle, your chances of succeed-
ing and reaching your zenith are greatly 
diminished,” he says.

He cites the late Archbishop Benson 
Idahosa as an example of a sponsor in Pen-
tecostal Christianity, Don King in world 
boxing, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu in Nigerian 

politics, while he also uses immediate past 
United States President Barack Obama to 
show a great beneficiary of the sponsor-
ship principle.

“You must strive to get to a position 
where your sponsor will believe so much 
in you and would have no alternative to 
you, which speaks volume about loyalty 
and trust. This principle is not ‘ojoro’ (de-
ceit), this is how the world operates and 
your feelings cannot change it. Instead 
of being frustrated by it, key into this 
principle,” he admonishes.

In the fifth chapter, the author high-
lights some qualities one needs to develop 
in order to attract a sponsor. These include 
develop your skills (both hard and soft 
skills); humility to learn; patience; perse-
verance; loyalty, and trust.

“The path to sponsorship discovery,” 
he says, “involves a series of steps. Essen-
tially, you must believe in this immutable 
principle of human existence as it governs 
the affairs of men. You must realise that 
life’s success is not only a determinant 
of the most skilled, most talented and 
most hardworking, but time and chance 
happen to men. It takes a lot of effort and 
focus to tap into this principle.”

In this sixth and final chapter, the au-
thor sums up the discussion using some 
personal examples to show how the 
sponsorship principle has worked in his 
life and calls his readers to action.

“My entire life has been about sponsor-
ship; if it worked for me it can for you. 
Don’t go on this journey of life without 
a sponsor; the pains and headaches are 
too much to bear and it is certainly not 
worth it. Sponsors shorten time, distance, 
space and generally give you a leveraging 
advantage,” he says.

For the author, the sponsorship princi-
ple is something experiential. And like the 
author, if we also look very closely at our 
lives, we may see that the principle the 
author has espoused in the book is what 
many of us probably have experienced all 
along. At every phase in our lives or ca-
reer, we have had someone speak on our 
behalf, recommend us for an assignment, 
a job or a position. The only difference is 
that we may not have given a name to 
it. And while we may have been think-
ing sponsorship is accidental, the author 
says it is not and calls us to be strategic as 
we go about positioning ourselves to be 
identified by potential sponsors.

Essentially, what the author has done 
in ‘The Potent Force of Sponsorship’ is 
that he has gathered our collective ex-
perience, using his personal experience 
and those of a few others, and given it a 
potent voice, an expression. It reminds 
one of what Alexander Pope says in his 
definition of poetry – or what he calls 
“true wit”: “What oft was thought but 
ne’er so well expressed”. 

Book title:   The Potent Force of Sponsorship
Author:    Omo-Ojo Ernest Ivie
Publishing details:  Lagos, 2017
Pagination:   86
Reviewer:   Chuks E. Oluigbo
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‘We need to stop the craze for 
foreign attractions, destinations’

it, we will pick you up.
As well, why does a customer 

want to go home, especially com-
ing from a far distance? Rather, 
we implore such customers to 
spend the night at the park in any 
of our accommodation options, 
enjoy our luxury apartment and 
at the same time enjoy the park. 
Of course, we will take such cus-
tomers back the next day.

What excitements do you 
have for the holiday?

We have many exciting rides 
and offerings that are world class 
standard. We launched our flume 
ride on June 24, 2017 alongside 
other rides and attractions. It is 
a water park and it is our timely 
response to the request of many 
people who came here and ask for 
something related to water. If you 
want to put on your swimming 
trunk, they are available here or 
you bring from home. You can en-
joy our food court. We are already 
making noise about it.

What have been customers’ 
reviews about your offerings?

Our customer care people will 
tell you. We often give our guests 
Service Response forms to fill on 
how they enjoyed themselves or 
improvement they want. I did not 
even know that some people have 
been missing their items here but 

on getting to customer care, they 
find them secured, in tacked and 
pick them up. We also have posi-
tive Facebook reviews. But cus-
tomers who enjoyed are services 
are even selling the park to more 
people through words of mouth.

Have you been able to attract 
foreign guests here?

We have been having so many 
foreign guests here. Even, the 
Indians are requesting for In-
dian delicacies while visiting in 
large numbers. We are ready for 
them and as long as they give us 
advance notice, we will bring an 
Indian chef to cook for them here. 
Also, we have been having the In-
dians, Europeans and some of our 
foreign partners tell their people 
to visit Hi Impact whenever they 
visit Nigeria.

Are there efforts at reaching 
the Diaspora to visit whenever 
they are home?

So far this year, we have been 
using social media to reach out 
to more customers, especially 
the Diaspora. In the last four 
months we have great responses 
from people calling and asking 
after our park. It has been the 
highest we had over a year. As 
well, we have been having calls 
from neighboring West African 

W
hy the fad for 
foreign attrac-
tions?

O v e r  t h e 
years, Nigeri-

ans are used to the thinking that 
the best things you can get are 
either in Europe or America. We 
do not look around our environ-
ment to see improvements and of-
ferings that are world-class. What 
we have here is similar to what 
you are going to see in Europe 
or Dubai. So, we need to stop the 
craze for foreign attractions and 
destinations, we have attractions 
with same and even more appeals 
here. We have taken children and 
schools as our major catchment 
area, and we have appealed to 
the kids, and we want them be 
the ones that will sing praise of 
Hi Impact Planet to their parents. 
Again, we have also picked the 
parents, and we insist they do not 
have to go to Europe this year to 
spend so much money when they 
have school fees to pay. Why not 
look for a place in Nigeria; try Hi 
Impact Planet and see the differ-
ence of what they have over there 
in abroad and what we have here.

We are also looking at the 
corporate bodies. Some of them do 
come here to have their retreats, 
bonding activities and so on. We 
will keep talking to them.

We have luxury apartments 
and uninterrupted power supply 
here, which is the same thing you 
are going to enjoy over there in 
abroad. We have security, good 
customer care, and a very good 
ambiance.

Most importantly, our rides are 
world class; we did not buy any-
thing from china, whatever you 
see here are European standard.

It is general concession to that 
if the rides are from China, they 
are below par and the safety 
standard will be very low. So, 
you need to be very careful. It is 
not that when you go to China 
you are going to see below par or 
standard.

What is the most enthralling 
attraction in the park?

We have several of them. Our 
Ferris wheel is about 40 meters 
high and it is the biggest in Africa. 
If you are on top of the wheel, 
the sight of Redeemed Camp is 
obviously very close to you. So, 
we say to visitors come visit and 
experience this first-of-its-kind 
and biggest wheel for fun. We 
have our Boeing 777. It gives you 
a simulation that you are actually 
traveling to countries. So far, kids 
and parents alike have been queu-
ing to witness it.

Our Go Kart area is the longest 
in the country. The cars you see 

there are the conventional cars. 
We now have cars that are faster 
than the regular ones we have be-
cause we are trying to segment it; 
some for those who do not know 
how to drive and others for some 
who know how to drive.

We also have cinema that 
sits 150 people. You can watch 
conventional film there and we 
have what we call 12D in place. 
We are in the process of premier-
ing top Nollywood movies and 
other blockbuster movies in the 
cinema soon.

What are the offerings in 
your apartment?

Our luxury apartments are 
for those who wish to bring their 
family for memorable stay and 
it is affordable. We have them in 
two bedroom, studio flats, single 
room, three bedroom, and five 
bedroom categories, which two to 
three families can share. The fur-
nishing is to the highest standard.

Do you have incentives for 
those who complain about the 
distance?

There is no theme park that 
you can find in the city anywhere 
in the world. We are planning to 
provide transportation to pick our 
customers up, especially from the 
Island and other far places. Once 
you request for it and can pay for 

countries.
Where will the park be in the 

next five years?
I went through the business 

school and they told me that it 
is very easy to get to the top, but 
it is tougher to remain there. But 
what are the things you need 
to do to remain at the top. First, 
you need to be innovative; think 
outside the box.

Yes, it is a theme park, who 
says we cannot become a TV 
house, who says we cannot be-
come a film village, go into sports 
sponsorship and administration. 
If you look at entertainment itself, 
it is complex and big. If you are in 
competition, you need to know 
those who have influence on 
competition with you and these 
are where people want to go. 

Disney World started with 
theme park, but today they have 
expanded beyond that to movie 
among others. Hi Impact Planet 
is a baby of Solution Media, a 
full media and entertainment 
company.  

We are in show biz and con-
certs, which we still do. So, it is 
going to be very easy for us to fix 
all these together and make sure 
that before you catch us, you must 
be faster than light.

While many Nigerians are getting set to jet out the country for summer holiday, Adeyeloye Lipede, managing director, Hi Impact Planet 
Amusement Park, tells Obinna Emelike in this interview that the park on Km 12, Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, has world-class attractions 
and leisure offerings to keep many around, save them the stress and huge expenses of traveling abroad for same thrill.  

Adeyeloye Lipede
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Nature beckons at Nike 
Lake this summer

Africa inches closer to a visa free continent

I
t is summer once again and 
many are set to jet out of 
the country to impact other 
economies in their quest 
for a wonderful outbound 

holiday experience. But Mar-
tins Okeh, a corporate execu-
tive, thinks and acts differently. 
Despite having the means for 
holiday in exotic destinations, 
he keeps it within this summer.  
He keeps imagining how relaxed 
and playful he is with the local 
fisherman that paddles pleasur-
able on the lake. Though he did 
not understand the fisherman’s 
language, he feels the rhythmic 
current of the lake, the smiles on 
the face of his host and the ges-
tures from visitors relishing on 
fresh air at the bank of the lake.

“ Whao,  what a summer at 
home,”  the  c orp orate  exe cu -
tive who used to enjoy summer 
abroad, exclaims as he reclines 
into a swimming pool bench.

Yes,  that was a wonderful 
holiday at home with less stress, 
less travel wears and tears, more 
money in his pocket, a renewed 
spirit and strength to face his 
official responsibilities. But most 
importantly, Okeh is happy to 
have impacted the local economy 
during his one week stay at the 
resort.

Perhaps, you should look in-
wards this time like the corporate 
executive, save your hard earned 
money, settle for some breathtak-
ing home-groomed excitements, 
and also boost the Nigerian econ-
omy that is just recovering from 
recession.

Bet, the wonders and breath-
taking views in Nike Lake Resort 
will beat your imaginations and 
pamper you to a pleasurable re-
laxation typical of resorts of its 
like over the world.

A few metres before getting to 
the resort, you will behold with 

great awe the natural lake stretch-
ing over three kilometres with 
its incredible and rare aquatic 
population.

On getting closer, a look into 
the mud-c oloure d lake water 
mirrors not just your true self, 
but also the whole essence of 
leisure. A deep of your feet into 
the water (though with caution), 
which chills all day long, will cool 
off the heat and stretch worn-out 
body tissues.

For a grand summer holiday 
experience, paddling on the lake 
is one thing that will take your 
mind away from the cares of this 
life and make your visit memo-
rable. Besides, it makes you feel 
good and sooth the already aching 
body and nerves induce by the 
much pressure of work, very tight 
business schedules and bustle and 
hustle of metropolitan life.

Like a sort-of confluence, a 
V shape point on the lake seems 
to connect bold leisure seekers 
to another point of the lake that 
flows towards the hinterland of 
the Agbakpa-Nike community. 
From there, you will see some lo-
cal fishermen looking for fish to 
catch and sell or make their soap 
pot richer.

The vast lush gardens compris-
ing children’s park, soccer field 
and picnic area will also indulge 
you.

It is really not yet late, but you 
can still discover this very acces-
sible lake yourself this summer. 
And it might interest you because 
the ground on which the hotel is 
built is rich with history: it was 
used as the headquarters of the 
Igbos during the civil war.

Besides, a curious leisure buff 
cannot wait enough to relish on 
the freshness and hospitality of its 
rural Agbakpa-Nike setting that is 
more than imbued with lush and 
natural landscape that epitomises 
eco-tourism in every ramification.

Having enjoyed an environ-
ment that offers breathtaking 

views in s e cure and tranquil 
setting, you retire into one of the 
resort’s 210 well-appointed rand 
tastefully furnished rooms, suit-
able for all taste and budget.

All the rooms in the resort 
are either overlooking the well-
manicured gardens or the lake 
and each room provides the com-
fort and luxury that is expected 
from an international 3-star hotel.

The hotel management invites 
you to dine at the Lake View Res-
taurant sitting over 200 guests. 
It’s a sight to behold and one that 
will induce one’s appetite.

With an in-house physiothera-
pist, the massage therapy centre 
is a cove of leisure.

To make your holiday more 
memorable, the resort offers to 
take guests to other attractions 

T
he ambitious programme 
by the African Union 
to remove visa charges 
for Africans travelling 

within the continent moved one 
step closer to fruition on May 
23, 2017. 

This followed a meeting of 
over 100 African government 
officials in Kigali to fine-tune 
a draft treaty establishing free 
movement around the conti-
nent. The draft protocol has to 
be submitted to the ministerial 
committee, and must be ready 
before the AU Heads of State 
summit slated for January 2018 
when it is expected to be ad-
opted. 

“The progress we have made 

in the state, especially a trip to 
see the relics of the once famous 
coal mines littered across Enugu 
environs.

A v isit  to  Ohum S piritual 
Water Falls - 45km away from 
the resort - is worth doing, while 
the challenging Milken Hill, 8km 
away, will make a good climbing 
exercise.

Guests who love city life and 
art can visit the National Mu-
seum about 10km away to see 
and appreciate works of art and 
the artists.

The elitists  and splendour 
games lovers can visit Enugu Golf 
Club, an18-hole golf course -12 
miles away to excite themselves, 
while every other guest can take 
advantage of shopping and bank-
ing facilities 10 minutes drive 

so far in improving the draft 
shows that we are capable of 
coming up with a policy that 
overcomes underlying fears 
of integration, such as those 
experienced by Europe under 
Brexit,” said Katyen Jackden, 
chairperson of the Committee on 
the Free Movement of Persons 
in Africa. “For us, the benefit of 
free movement of people, goods 
and services outweighs the real 
potential security and economic 
challenges that may be gener-
ated.”

Apart from removal of visa 
requirements, adopting the pro-
tocol will usher in the African 
passport. It also introduces free 
movement of Africans for a pe-

from the resort.
You definitely will find at this 

s erene res ort everything you 
need to make your stay a memo-
rable one. So give it a trial.

Getting there:
By air, you can fly in from 

Abuja,  Lagos,  C alabar,  among 
other places, to Akanu Ibiam In-
ternational Airport Enugu. The 
resort is five minutes drive from 
the airport and only 10 minutes 
from the city centre. By road, 
you can access the resort from 
Lagos through Benin-Onitsha-
Enugu route. The Aba-Umuahia-
Okigwe-Enugu route serves those 
from Calabar and Port Harcourt, 
while those coming from Abuja 
can take the Okene-Otukp o- 
Ninth Mile-Enugu route.

riod of 90 days, as well as right 
of residence for any African 
in a territory other than his or 
her country of origin. However, 
a number of obstacles to this 
dream were raised during a 
closed-door session at the Kigali 
summit, according to a source 
who attended the meeting. 

There were concerns over the 
short timeframe the AU gave 
itself to abolish visa require-
ments for all African citizens in 
all African countries by 2018. 
“The dream of a visa-free Africa 
appeals to many countries. But 
let us not forget that many of the 
countries lack the technology 
and basic security measures to 
implement the plan. 

These are some of the things 
we must address before the draft 
protocol can be moved to the 
ministerial level,” the source 
said. 

The summit comes on the 
heels of the 2017 African Visa 
Openness Index launched by 
the African Development Bank 
last week, which indicates that 
African countries are becoming 
more open to each other, and 
travel is becoming easier.

Uganda tops the EAC on the 
visa openness ranking and comes 
second to Seychelles in Africa. 
In the region, Rwanda is second, 
followed by Kenya and Tanza-
nia, all of which feature in the 
top 20 visa open countries in 

Africa. Burundi is among the 
most visa closed countries on 
the continent. According to the 
Index, more Africans in 2016 did 
not need a visa to travel to more 
countries compared with the pre-
vious year. “When we started this 
work, only five African countries 
offered liberal access to all Afri-
cans. We are making progress, 
but need to accelerate the pace,” 
said Dr Acha Leke, a member 
of President Paul Kagame’s AU 
Reform Team. “For countries that 
have either visa-free or visa-on-
arrival policies, you can see the 
positive impact on the number of 
visitors to those countries. Over 
time, you’ll also see it reflected in 
higher trade figures.”



Revived safety Lab to benefit institutions as 
UNILORIN signs MoU with AIB on research

A
cademic institutions 
and other organisa-
tions in the country 
are set to save bil-
lions of naira an-

nually on research and capital 
flight with the usage of the 
metallurgical laboratory of the 
Accident Investigation Bureau 
(AIB) at the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport (NAIA), 
Abuja.

This is as the University of 
Ilorin at the AIB’s headquarters 
at the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport (MMA), Lagos, yester-
day signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
the bureau on the usage of the 
facility.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Akin Olateru, the Com-
missioner of AIB, said that the 
partnership would be beneficial 
to the agency and the university.

Olateru decried that both 
private and public business 
organisations expend little or 
no resources to funding of re-
searches and projects in the 
country, stressing that Harvard 
University in the United States 
alone has in essence of $30bn 
for research purposes, stressing 
that with adequate research, the 
country would benefit more.

He explained that the vision 

of the management was to make 
the laboratory a world class fa-
cility where giant construction 
companies and countries like 
South Africa, United Kingdom 
and other European nations 
could come to conduct their 
researches, stressing that the col-
laboration with the university 
would lead to the recognition 

of Nigeria as a serious nation in 
researches in the international 
community.

He maintained that the usage 
of the facility would lead to hu-
man capital development in the 
country while the laboratory 
would also give students more 
opportunity to practice what-
ever they had been taught in 
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AirFrance unveils new airline, targets 
young working clientele  

A
ir France presents its new 
airline, Joon, which will 
start operating medium-
haul flights from Paris-

Charles de Gaulle this autumn, 
followed by long-haul flights in 
summer 2018.

Joon is especially aimed at a 
young working clientele, the mil-
lennials (18 to 35 year-olds), whose 
lifestyles revolve around digital 
technology. This new brand has 
been entirely designed to meet 
their requirements and aspirations, 
with an authentic and connected 

offering that stands out in the 
world of air transport.

 Joon will not be a low-cost air-
line as it will offer original products 
and services that reflect those of 
Air France.

Joon is a lifestyle brand and a 
state of mind. Short, punchy and 
international, the name Joon is 
designed to address a worldwide 
audience.

Its visual identity is based on an 
electric blue colour code symbol-
izing the airline’s dynamic attitude, 
as well as the sky, space and travel. 
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Ethiopian to start services to Bahrain

E
thiopian Airlines, has an-
nounced that it will start 
services to Bahrain effec-
tive August 17, 2017 with 

the latest B737 -800 New Genera-
tion with Sky Interior. Bahrain, 
a nation comprising more than 
30 islands in the Persian Gulf 
has been at the center of major 
trade routes since olden days 
with growing economy over the 
past decade.

 In line with the commence-
ment of Ethiopian services 
to Bahrain, Tewolde Gebre-
Mariam, Group CEO Ethiopian 
Airlines, said, “With  the flour-
ishing trade relations  between  
Ethiopia  and  the  Gulf coun-
tries, availability of efficient air 
transport services will surely 
play great roles in ensuring 
easy movement of people and 
import/export items.

The uniform of Joon’s flight atten-
dants will be inspired by the new 
fashion codes, basic and chic.

“We started with our target 
customer segment, the millen-
nials, to create this new brand 
that means something to them. 
Our brief was simple: to find 
a name to illustrate a positive 
state of mind.

“This generation has inspired 
us a lot: epicurean and connected, 
they are opportunistic in a positive 
sense of the word as they know 
how to enjoy every moment and 
are in search of quality experi-
ences that they want to share 
with others. Joon is a brand that 
carries these values”, said Caroline 
Fontaine, Vice President, Brand at 
Air France.

“With Joon, we have created a 
young and connected brand that 
will give the Group a new impe-
tus. Designed for our millennial 
customers, it will offer more than 
just a flight and a fare, it will offer 
a global travel experience.

“We’ll provide a further update 
in September, with more details 
on the brand’s content, products, 
services, destinations and range 
of fares!” said Dominique Wood, 
Executive Vice President, Brand 
and Communications at Air France.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

the classrooms by their lecturers.
  He said: “This is a very 

important occasion for us and 
I believe University of Ilorin 
too should be proud of this oc-
casion. I have about 30 years 
experience in aviation and this 
is the first that I know of that 
an aviation agency is signing 
an MOU with any higher in-

stitution in this country for the 
benefit of Nigerians.

 “Federal Government owns 
AIB and University of Ilorin is 
equally owned by the federal 
government. Why can’t we 
collaborate? I challenge every 
other agency to see how we 
can all collaborate. No more 
a stand-alone business. We 
should find a way how we 
can benefit on one and other. 
You don’t need to have all the 
resources, competence or the 
technical expertise by yourself, 
it is all about collaboration.

“We need to develop the 
manpower to be able to run the 
laboratory effectively and that is 
why I think this MoU is a grand 
breaking event and I will like to 
see more of it not just in avia-
tion, but in the country at large. 
This is something we are giving 
our 100 per cent and Nigerians 
would benefit from it.”

The leader of the delegation, 
Yinusa Jimoh noted that it was 
the first time the institution 
would sign an MoU with any 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) in the country 
and expressed hope that it would 
be mutually benefited to parties 
involved.

Jimoh said that Nigeria as 
a whole would gain from the 
partnership, stressing that rather 
than travel abroad for research-
es; they would be able to do so 
with ease in the country.

“Our presence in Bahrain 
dates back to the 1970’s and we 
are glad that we are now  back 
with scheduled thrice weekly 
flights. Currently, Ethiopian 
flies to major cities in the Middle 
east including: Beirut, Dammam, 
Doha, Jeddah, Kuwait, Dubai, 
Madinah, Muscat, Riyadh, and 
Sharjah.”

In 2017 alone, new destina-
tions like Victoria Falls, An-
tananarivo, Oslo, Chengdu, 
Singapore, Guinea, Windhoek, 
Moroni, as well as freighter des-
tinations like Ahmedabad, a fifth 
cargo gateway  to India,  Milan  
and  Zaragoza  have joined Ethio-
pian global network. Ethiopian 
currently operates the youngest 
and the most technologically 
advanced fleet in the industry 
with an average fleet age of less 
than five years.



T
he story of blind men 
who were asked to 
describe an elephant 
readily comes to mind 
when looking at the 

building that housed the Lagos 
Poker Club, located at 5b Akin 
Olugbade Street, off Adeola 
Odeku Street, Victoria Island, 
Lagos. The blind men famously 
described the monster animal 
variously according to the parts 
(ears, trunk, husk, legs, body) 
each could touch and feel.

In the same vein, the Lagos 
Poker Club is an edifice that 
could be associated with many 
definitions. Its front view por-
trayed a structure housing a 
foreign diplomat. It could also 
be mistaken for a high tech se-
curity (SSS, CIA and FBI) build-
ing. From the entrance of the 
building to the premises, one 
thing is obvious, a secluded en-
vironment peculiarly designed 
to deter customers from noise.

Hang Out With BDSUNDAY

facility is adequately secured by 
trained and fitted security men 
in close proximity, enough to 
deal with any eventuality. 

 What poker is not?
Poker is not gambling be-

cause it is a game of skills, not 
a game of chance. That is why 
player can be dealt with on one 
hand and still come on top. 
Poker has created brands and 
in this game, brands are looking 
for new segments to lash onto 
for endorsement, research has 
shown. Only time will tell when 
Nigeria will get there.

Poker has been played in 
small capacities; in clubs and 
little rooms. It is all about mu-

tual friends who want to spend 
time together. A game of poker 
can last averagely 6-8 hours; 
and sitting in the same place for 
that long is a herculean task. So, 
as added luxury, players can get 
chair massages during the games 
just to relax their body; it’s all 
about service. All the services to 
customers are free at the Lagos 
Poker Club. It is also about hos-
pitality to ensure customers get 
the best. The club features poker 
rooms, high stakes area, a side 
lounge and bar. The poker room 
has 5 elegant tables that offer dis-
tinct relaxation. The Lagos Poker 
Club is for members only. One 
has to register to be a member.

Tonight @ The 
Lagos Poker Club 

dorsement of extremely skilled 
poker players by big brands, the 
Lagos Poker Club is set to make 
its mark in this regards. For the 
club, it is about creating a bigger 
platform in a non-formal casino 
environment. But the club is 
unmistakably elitist and for an 
exclusive clientele. In addition 
to their game offerings, they 
also feature food and beverage 
service. At the Lagos Poker Club, 
all customers need do is focus on 
the game, since arrangements 
are in place to take care of them.

The location of the club being 
Victoria Island makes it accept-
ably a safe zone. Costumers have 
nothing to worry about, as the 

is also deliberately chosen, to 
pamper the body and soul of its 
customers.

Although, poker is often con-
sidered a skill based game en-
joyed mostly by personalities 
across all professions who are 
already huge success in their 
chosen endeavour and has some 
of its stars enjoying brand en-
dorsements in Western arena, 
its appeal is not strong yet in the 
Nigerian contest; a void the La-
gos Poker Club is set to fill.

The club essentially allows 
people to come first of all to en-
tertain themselves, as the saying 
goes, “work without play makes 
Jack a dull boy’. So, there has to 
be new experiences different 
from what is already available in 
the tourism sector of the Nige-
rian economy; although, poker is 
not new to many Nigerian elites. 
But it is an emerging industry 
worldwide which is valued at 
almost $40 billion annually.

As it’s done in developed 
world which is creating a new 
segment and avenue for en-

Although one might argue 
that the architecture is seemly 
simple, the decorum inside the 
building is breath taking. Its 
warmness and chilling nature 
is beyond Africa’s idea. It is Las 
Vegas and California brought to 
Lagos, south west Nigeria. The 
Nigerian parlance that ‘there is 
no need going to Sokoto (north-
ern Nigeria) to buy what is in 
sokoto (underwear) finds true 
meaning at the poker club. Some 
have discovered it already, in-
cluding diplomats.

The Lagos Poker Club has a 
quite serene interior, very well 
cooled and ventilated with a rich 
bar to put customers in the right 
frame of mind while poking. 
Unlike its casino sister, noise, 
no matter how mild, quickly 
distracts the poking mind. And 
thus, at the Lagos Poker Club, it 
is more quietness in the interest 
of those who matter, the custom-
ers. The club is a compass in the 
sector in terms of sophistication 
and technical arrangement; the 
choice of its executive chairs 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
08054692431
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Glitz, talent at  Uyo Fashion forward

I
t was colours and display of 
creativity at the third edition 
of Uyo Fashion Forward (UFF) 
which took place recently 
in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State. 

Produced by Ubong ‘Kardynal’ 
Ekanem, of Kardynal Kommuni-
kationz, this edition themed ‘The 
Next Fashion Hub’, featured a 
fashion masterclass, runway show 
and fashion fair with a range of 
talented designers who showed off 
their exquisite productions.

Designers like I’Frixana, Ibom 
Glitterati, J Hart, Raimz Brown, 
Fresh by Catherine, Luda Nita, 
Ekaite, Amasian, Inyangobong 
Collection, Verge Fashion House, 
Rinz Couture, lavender By Ini, 
Kheem Prestige and Posh Gold, 
along with Ceejay International 
which showed a range of bespoke 
eye wears.

With its enormous potentiali-
ties, UFF leads the way with initia-
tives that supports, strengthens 
and develops youths, models, 
aspiring fashion designers in 
Akwa Ibom State as shown in 
each edition. 

According to Kadynal, “Be-
yond the runway, the seasonal 
event provides a physical platform 
that will gradually reposition 
fashion as a useful tool for culture, 
commerce and creativity in Akwa 
Ibom State”.  

“The exhibitions are targeted 
to provide young and established 
designers with the opportunity 
to showcase their ranges and in 
doing so provide them with ac-
cess to markets, that is, buyers and 
retailers thereby growing their 
clientele.

Ekanem listed other objectives 

The forthcoming fourth 
edition of the St Eve West 
African Fashion Week is 

one of the industry’s most antici-
pated events of the year. The or-
ganiser’s astuteness at drawing 
participants beyond the regular 
target of designers remains the 
show’s strongest acclaims. 

Rather than limiting the 
event strictly to a fashion design-
ers’ affairs, St Eve Magazine, the 
organiser of the event, broadens 
it fashion fair to encompass 
other related arts such as model-
ling, hair styling, photography 
and makeup artistry.

Evelyn Okere, publisher of St 
Eve magazine: “We are going to 
bring together the diverse com-
munities in the fashion industry. 
Everyone thinks fashion is all 
about designers. The fact is the 
model is also as important, so 
also the makeup artists, the hair 
stylist, the illustrator, the fabric 
designer, all these people in the 
different spheres of fashion.” 

In this year’s edition, tagged 
“Fashion on the Street,” depth 
is added to this innovative ex-
hibition as it seeks to unearth, 
display and nurture the creativ-
ity of young students and non-

Life&Living
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ists, make-up artists looking for 
the right opportunity,” she said.

An audition slated for August 
will facilitate the selection of de-
signers, models, makeup artists, 
hair stylists and photographers 
from each zone to compete for 
the grand finale in Lagos. The 
winner will walk away with 
N500, 000, with two runners 
up winning N250, 000 and N125, 
000.    

Okere outlined the dynamics: 
“We have created four (4) zones 
(North, East, South, West) where 
a mini fashion show/audition 
will be held. Our aim is for stu-
dents to key into this event. Au-
dition is not for fashion designers 
only. We have various categories 
including modelling, hair styling, 
photography, makeup artistry––
all of these make the fashion 
week innovative.”

Besides cash prizes, winners 
will also benefit from relevant 
industry exposure. “We will help 
to promote them as much as we 
can, both locally and interna-
tionally . We want to open the 
young one to the world. They 
will also join St. Eve as a team 
on a visit to give back to the less 
privileged on the street,” said 
Okere.

After the audition, a master 
class themed “Future Fashion 

CEO” will hold on August 24, 
2017, in Yaba, Lagos.“We are go-
ing to be talking fashion. There 
must be mentoring. Who is 
mentoring the next generation? 
For instance, Tom Ford was 
mentored by Yves St Laurent 
and a whole lot of fashion heavy-
weights. That is why we are 
forming this master class. There 
is more to fashion than the desire 
to be a fashion designer or own 
a clothing label. Fashion is also 
not about quick money. It is se-
rious business. To do it as a busi-
ness, you have to be ready.  You 
have to check everything that 
concerns your production, your 
accounts, fabrics, workforce, 
marketing, pricing. This will be 
emphasised in the master class.” 

The day after the master class 
is scheduled for the competition, 
which, in the words of the or-
ganisers, is similar to the Project 
Fame format, from whence the 
next star of the fashion industry 
is expected to emerge.

“The young ones are going to 
design, and everyone is going to 
see their handiwork on the run-
way, and the judges are there to 
say which are the best and they 
are going to win cash prizes.”

The main event will hold in 
September 2017 at the Eko At-
lantic City.
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of the project to include engag-
ing young people in meaningful 
ventures, building capacity and 
encouraging creativity and enter-
prise among them. 

Uyo Fashion Forward is po-
sitioned to continuously be a 
reference fashion development 
programme, where there is a cross 
pollination of ideas and knowl-
edge for fashion entrepreneurs 

students across Nigeria alongside 
the regular top African designers 
who will be showcasing on the 
runway.

Okere, who is also Creative 
Director, Rose Di Omimi Cou-
ture, explained the thrust of 
the three-day fashion show as 
a platform for discovering cre-
ative individuals from all over 
West Africa. “We have realised 
that most of the fashion trends 

through the UFF MasterClass 
series which creates numerous 
opportunities for content. 

“Not only for our local fashion 
brands, but for editors, retailers, 
bloggers and celebrities, who capi-
talize on social media platforms to 
share their own personal experi-
ences, which further stimulates 
our local brand brands”.

Highlight of the event was 

all over the world got their in-
spiration from the street–roads, 
market, plants, flowers. When 
you walk along the street, the 
people and things you see inspire 
your creativity. Hence, St. Eve is 
focusing on discovering creative 
individuals from the street and 
giving them a platform to shine.  
We are aware there are thou-
sands of undiscovered designers, 
models, photographers, hair styl-

St Eve West African Fashion Week 2017: Forging New Era for African Fashion

presentation of electronic sewing 
machines to five aspiring design-
ers by Rt. Hon. Victor Antai, 
Commissioner for Culture and 
Tourism, Akwa Ibom State. 

Uyo Fashion Forward is a sub-
sidiary of the Fashion Forward 
Nigeria trademark owned by 
Kardynal Kommunikationz, es-
tablished in 2009 as an integrated 
corporate communications and 

creative development agency 
with engagements in the me-
dia, marketing communications, 
events and talent development. 
Kardynal  Kommunikationz  de-
velops and engages youths and 
creative entrepreneurs desiring a 
career in corporate communica-
tions and the creative arts through 
its various programmes, projects 
and platforms.

JUMOKE AKIYODE



Bolanle Ambode, wife of Lagos State governor . 

John Akinbo got a new lease of life as he was sponsored to India for surgery

HOFOWEM also assisted some women in need

Providing public primary school pupils with basic school accessories

Women’sWorld
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Bolanle Ambode’s 
crusade for hope
T

he purpose of life,” says 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
the late 19th-centu-
ry  American essayist, 
lecturer, and poet who 

led the transcendentalist move-
ment, “is not to be happy. It is to 
be useful, to be honourable, to 
be compassionate and to help 
put smile on the faces of others.”

Unfortunately, some pass 
through life without really mak-
ing a mark while others struggle 
endlessly without having much 
to show. Some, often for no fault 
of theirs, wallow in abject poverty 
which, no matter how they try, 
they can’t really get out of. 

Indeed, one of the most pro-
found tragedies of life is that 
some are born poor, live poor and 
die poor. But while some are born 
into poverty, others experience 
it due to unexpected crisis. No 
matter how it comes, poverty is 
dehumanising and humiliating.

Poverty and the poor have 
always been around. To under-
score this reality, the Bible says 
in Deuteronomy 15:11, “For the 
poor shall never cease out of the 
land: therefore I command thee, 
saying, Thou shalt open thine 
hand wide unto thy brother, to 
thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy 
land.” This presupposes that no 
matter how prosperous a society 
is, it will always have a sizeable 
share of the poor. 

But though God affirms that 
the poor will never cease in the 
land, he adds in the same Bible 
verse, “Thou shalt open thine 
hand wide unto thy brother, to 
thy poor, and to thy needy, in 
thy land.” 

This is one safety valve avail-
able to the poor. And it is in 
yielding to this latter part of that 
Bible verse that wife of the Lagos 
State governor, Mrs. Bolanle Am-
bode, has clearly distinguished 
herself as a “friend of the less 
privileged” and a “harbinger of 
hope”. 

Touching lives of the less priv-
ileged is certainly Mrs. Ambode’s 
unrelenting passion. She finds 
all possible means of reaching 
out to the underprivileged, mak-
ing life easier and more liveable 
for them as much as she can. 
This includes relieving them of 
their sufferings through several 
empowerment programmes, 
scholarship initiatives, offsetting 
of medical bills, among others. 
All this she does because she 
believes that everyone must 
have hope for a better tomorrow. 

Hope is an essential com-
ponent of life. But to the less 
privileged, hope is a daily neces-
sity. Without hope, life would 
be an excruciating torment for 
the downtrodden. Hope has the 
ability to help people heal faster 
and easier. Individuals who 

maintain hope, especially when 
confronted with enormous life 
challenges, appreciably boost 
their chances of recovery. Essen-
tially, people who possess hope 
and think optimistically have a 
greater sense of well-being.  

It is as a result of her deep 
understanding of the power of 
hope that Mrs. Ambode invests 
so much in giving hope to the 
less privileged in the society. In 
our clime, medical conditions 
that are considered challeng-
ing or complicated could be 
quick path to untimely death, 
especially for the majority who 
lack the financial wherewithal 
to effectively take care of such ill-
nesses. This is why Mrs. Ambode 
has been intervening in some 
critical medical cases as it par-
ticularly concerns the downtrod-
den using her foundation, Hope 
for Women in Nigeria Initiative 
(HOFOWEM). 

When John Akinbo was born 
into the world, parents, family 
members and friends rejoiced. 
The joy was, however, short-lived 
as it was discovered while the 
boy was barely two years old that 
he had a hole in the heart. Amid 
John’s parents’ gradual slide into 
confusion and pain, help came 
and hope was reignited. Through 
HOFOWEM, young John was to 
get a new lease of life as he was 
sponsored to India for surgery 
which hugely turned out to be 
a success. Now, John has a solid 
basis to hope for a better tomor-
row.

Similarly, when it dawned on 
Mrs. Folake Muritala that she 
needed to undergo a hip replace-
ment surgery, it was like her 
world was falling apart in view 
of the enormous financial cost 
of such operation. Again, HO-
FOWEM intervened and offset 
all the medical expenses. Today, 
Mrs. Muritala contentedly looks 
at life with eyes full of hope. 

Apart from its individual in-
terventions, HOFOWEM also 
partners with other founda-
tions through financial grants to 
support various humanitarian 
causes. For instance, HOFOWEM 
provided Sebeccly Cancer Foun-
dation with grants in support 
of cancer cause. It also assisted 
Irede Foundation with grants for 
the provision of prosthetic limb 
for children with mobility issues, 
gave grants to Children Develop-
ment Centre to support children 
with autism, and also supported 
Lydia Foundation with grants to 
rehabilitate prostitutes.

Widows in particular promi-
nently feature in HOFOWEM’s 
scheme of things. Recently, HO-
FOWEM put smile on the faces 
of 103 widows when it doled out 
cash and a variety of gift items to 
them. The objective was to ame-
liorate the sufferings these wid-
ows daily contend with as a result 
of the loss of their breadwinners. 
A major aim of the programme 
was to guarantee that the widows 
were able to live happily and de-
pend more on themselves after 
the death of their husbands.

and street beggars just to make 
ends meet. A few of them that 
are interested in education can-
not actualise their dreams as a 
result of their parents’ inability to 
provide basic school accessories 
such as shoes, bags and books. 

 It is partly as a result of this 
that HOFOWEM came up with 
the initiative to provide public 
primary school pupils with shoes 
and stockings. The essence is to 
ensure that no pupil drops out 
of school or is denied access to 
education because of inability to 
obtain item as minute as shoes. 
Through “Project Bright Steps” 
for public school pupils in Lagos 
State, HOFOWEM annually doles 
out 175,000 school shoes and 
stockings to children in Primary 
1-3 in Lagos State public primary 
schools. 

Contributed by Samuel Omo-
joye, Palmgrove, Lagos.

One other crucial area where 
HOFOWEM is helping to give 
hope to the less privileged is 
education. Education has long 
been recognised as a way out 
of poverty and ignorance for 
individuals as well as a way of 
promoting equal opportunity. 
Nelson Mandela, the late first 
democratically elected president 
of South Africa, once reinforced 
the power of education when he 
described it as the greatest engine 
of personal development through 
which anyone could achieve 
his/her dreams, no matter how 
massive. 

Sadly, however, the standard 
of education in the country has 
drastically diminished in the 
last few decades. Pronounced 
poverty especially has made it 
almost difficult for parents to in-
vest in quality education for their 
wards. Across the country, many 
children have become hawkers 

“
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The rise of female 
entrepreneurs in Nigeria

After the fall

Perfection is just a word that drives 
people mad and makes them fail 
to appreciate what they’ve been 

through and how far they’ve come.
In searching for perfection some-

times, we beat ourselves up, criticise 
ourselves and even become worse 
than we originally were.

In this fitness journey, I’ve learned 
that there is nothing like perfection; 
sometimes you get it right, other times 
you get stuck and there are those 
times you even miss it altogether.

This has been my story and that 
of many other mums who are on the 
fitness journey. I’ve fluctuated be-
tween getting it right with putting in 
work during my exercises and eating 
healthy meals. I’ve fallen flat on my 
face especially in the eating healthy 
department and sometimes I’ve gone 
a few days without exercising.

I feel bad about this, but I know that 
life must get in the way sometimes. Be-

A
c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
World-Bank re-
port, the rate of 
female entrepre-
neurship in Af-

rica is higher than any other 
region in the world. Another 
report published by the Global 
Entrepreneurship Monitor, 
states that Africa also leads the 
world in the number of women 
starting businesses, male and 
female entrepreneurs going 
head to head in numbers. In 
fact in countries like Nigeria, 
Ghana, Kenya and Zambia, 
female entrepreneurs outnum-
ber the men.

So the question is: have there 
always been women entrepre-
neurs, or is there now a larger 
number of them in business? 
The answer lies a little bit in 
both. African women consti-
tute 70 percent of the informal 
economy and one third of 
Africa’s formal small and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
are owned by women. This 
essentially means that where 
women were once content to 
play quietly from smaller fields 
and away from attention, the 
modern-day female entrepre-
neur displays a keener sense 
of business savvy, is more 
exposed, and equipped with 
more tools to further amplify 

ing a mother of three children and 
living in a crazy state such as Lagos 
without a paid help isn’t much of a 
galore I tell you.

I’ve had those days I told myself I’ll 
make up for missing morning exercis-
es in the evening but when evening 
came, I was tired to my bones.

Part of the benefits of having my 
Naijafitmoms family is the constant 
need to push myself. How can I 
encourage others and share tips 
on being fit and healthy with oth-
ers and then fail to take my own 
advice? So yes, I am human and 
I fall sometimes; but hear me my 
dear, falling is not the issue, the 
problem is falling and laying right 
there. When you fall and get back 
up, you get stronger and are more 
likely to push harder than you did 
before.

Don’t be afraid of eating a cheat 
meal or missing a workout if it’s a 
matter of necessity. Build yourself 
up to be that woman who falls, 

and grow her business.
Every city in Africa has a 

number of these women who 
are breaking boundaries and 
redefining what it means to be 
female entrepreneurs. Wheth-
er it’s Regina Agyare Honu 

with Soronko Solutions in 
Ghana, Temi Giwa  with Life-
Bank NG in Nigeria, or Monica 
Musonda with Java Foods in 
Zambia - the indomitable spirit 
of enterprise is evident. In a bid 
to solve challenges and create 

 JUMOKE AKIYODE solutions to everyday prob-
lems, these women are build-
ing sustainable businesses.

Another interesting element 
in the rise of female entrepre-
neurs is the fact that now, more 
than at any time in the past, 
there are more women operat-
ing what was hitherto assumed 
to be male-only professions. It 
is therefore not surprising to 
see successful female coders, 
mechanics, painters, furniture 
makers, and even, drivers. Take 
the inspiring case of Chioma 
Osuoha, a 25-year-old ambi-
tious Uber driver-partner.

A dreamer with even bigger 
dreams to change the world, 
Chioma is a phenomenal exam-
ple of what women can achieve 
when they apply their minds 
to innovative business ideas 
that can transform society 
and solve issues like the way 
transport is used in congested 
cities such as Nigeria.

“The idea that I could be an 
Uber driver-partner came 
through one day when I re-
quested a ride through the 
Uber app, and to my utmost 
surprise, when the car arrived; 
it was a woman driving it. I was 
curious as to how a woman 
could be a driver in Nigeria, 
prior to that; I had never seen 
anything like that before. It 
was such a fascinating and 
empowering idea that by the 

end of that trip, I had signed up 
to be an Uber driver-partner.”

A second-class upper gradu-
ate of Sociology from the Uni-
versity of Lagos, Chioma, like 
many graduates in Nigeria, 
experienced challenges in find-
ing employment. According 
to her: “I never thought that I 
would be an entrepreneur, or 
partner with a global company 
like Uber, I just wanted to do 
a 9-5. But when a job wasn’t 
forthcoming, I decided to create 
my own business, and I’m glad 
I did. With Uber, I can decide 
how many hours I want to 
work in a day, I get to meet a 
lot of interesting people, which 
increases my people manage-
ment skills, and I can equally 
focus on my sandwich-making 
business, which brings in ad-
ditional income for me.”

For Chioma and a lot of other 
female entrepreneurs in Africa, 
partnering with companies like 
Uber, with their transparent and 
flexible structures, are making 
it easier for more women to 
start and adapt to the world of 
business. As more women are 
encouraged to thrive as entre-
preneurs and build sustainable 
businesses, socio-economic chal-
lenges like access to affordable 
healthcare, traffic congestion 
and food production and man-
agement, will hopefully become 
a thing of the past. 

jumps right back up, dusts her cute be-
hind and looks the challenge in the face 
ready for another round. Wherever you 
may have fallen off your decision to be 
fit, strong and healthy; you can always get 
right back up. Know that we are all in this 
together and don’t sweat the small stuff.

Here’s cheering myself and you on as 

we push towards the goal of taking care of 
God’s temple by doing right by ourselves in 
the gym and in the kitchen.

Remember, falling is not the problem. 
Staying down is.

“Even the greatest of the greatest fall… 
get back up, dust yourself and just keep it 
moving.”

CHINWE OBINWANNE
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Wh a t  i s  t h e 
state of Public 
health in Nige-
ria?
The state  of 

public health is in disarray 
and I think we have too much 
problems which are accumu-
lated through several years 
of neglect, though my belief 
is that all these problems can 
be fixed strategically over the 
next few years however, it’s 
going to take a lot of strategic 
thinking and resources to get 
it sorted out.

 What are the immediate 
things Nigeria needs to sort 
out in the health sector?

Well I think the two ma-
jor things are clearly in the 
news, the first thing is Primary 
Healthcare and we have seen 
a lot about primary health 
care coupled with policy state-
ments from the federal and 
state ministry of health and 
even an attempt to sharpen up 
the system because any good 
health system needs to be built 
on a very good primary health 
care system. The second one is 
the health insurance system 
because health is not an easy 
thing to deliver, healthcare 
is expensive for everybody 
no matter your status and 
most times we brag about our 
imagined middle class which 
I think disappeared with the 
recession in the economy but a 
good health insurance system 
that can deliver quality and 
equitable services is strongly 
recommended which means 
everybody can have access 
to fairly quality healthcare, 
therefore, we need to fix the 
primary healthcare services 
and health insurance.

What are the major im-
provements that have been 
made in healthcare in Nigeria 
for the past five years?

It is actually very difficult 
to say because Nigeria has too 
much issues that is very diffi-
cult to talk about improvement 
and I do not want to sound 
sceptical but I know we have 
so much political interference 
that do not allow us focus on 
a whole lot of things perhaps 
what we can talk about are the 
successes we have had because 
we have improvement but I do 
not think we have sustained 
any of them, for instance, we 
have success with polio but we 
could not sustain them because 
when we started celebrating 
the success of polio, it was at 

preliminary which to me was 
so quick but indeed we are 
actually making some progress 
but we still have the north East 
under siege of Boko Haram and 
we do not really know what 
was going on in there and im-
mediately we got an insight 
to it, we had new cases in that 
area, but then, since some few 
months to a year ago we seem 
to be doing fine.

Another one is Ebola which 
is a world renowned success 
but the gains of that system 
which forced us to have effec-
tive surveillance (even though 
on a small pilot situation in 
Lagos and Port Harcourt) but 
the lessons we learnt and the 
resources we deployed and 
put in place were not sustained 
neither were they scaled up 
all around the country. This 
reflected in our fight with 
Lassa fever which seems to be 
reoccurring and it shows we 
have not learnt from Ebola, 
therefore success is not im-
provement because improve-
ment will imply we are on an 
upward trajectory and also 
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sustainable and I don’t think 
we are.

 
Are we where we are meant 

to be regarding health?
Absolutely no, Nigeria is 

too far from where we are 
supposed to be, years back 
UCH, Ibadan was renowned 
to be perhaps the best among 
the commonwealth countries 
including England that tells 
you how far we have dropped 
from where we used to be. 
It used to be a whole lot of 
honours and regards to be a 
medical graduate from here, 
we usually go abroad to work 
or do some researches but now 
it is a different ball game where 
our hospitals do not even have 
basic amenities like running 
water, so we are really far from 
where we supposed to be and I 
think our politics is really kill-
ing the system especially when 
you play politics with health 
you run into trouble because 
health is something that is very 
delicate and is so expensive to 
deliver.

 

people do come in to Nigeria for 
health issues and they get well, 
it is not always the reverse that 
people leave the country to seek 
medical attention outside the 
country before they got well, 
these are the stories I want 
our journalists to cover and as 
a people we need to join our 
voices to tell the government on 
the desired healthcare we want 
which implies good funding 
of healthcare and good remu-
neration of health workers. We 
need to tell the government 
that all health workers need to 
be properly remunerated.

Describe your role as the 
Chairman, Association of 
public health physicians of 
Nigeria, Lagos chapter

Association of public health 
physicians of Nigeria is an as-
sociation of doctors who are 
expert in public health. I chair 
the Lagos chapter and as an 
association what we do is to 
advice, work and intervene 
with government in any public 
health issues for example, when 
Ebola came in to the country, 
we participated massively to 
advice the government not 
only that, we participated ac-
tively through development of 
policies, educating the general 
populace in media outlets so 
that people are getting the ac-
curate information’s and also 
to design appropriate control 
measures. In Lagos state, we are 
commissioned by the govern-
ment to help do a study on the 
rate of Hepatitis B and C in the 
state which was done and a re-
port was submitted to the gov-
ernment to that they can come 
up with policies. Presently, we 
are working with Lagos state 
to look at community health 
insurance because we need to 
capture all the citizens and not 
only the formal sector, of course 
we still send our expert around 
to different media outlets to 
give expert opinions on health 
issues.

 
What has been your per-

sonal experience on the field?
Both sweet and sour but 

working with the association 
especially with Lagos state 
government has been largely 
good because we are having the 
necessary reception and coop-
eration from the commissioner 
of health and the ministry of 
health in Lagos state itself, be-
cause it is a good experience to 
see that government recognizes 
the body of professionals and 
consult them on issues.

What can be done to take 
Nigeria to the acceptable 
level in terms of investment 
in technology in the health 
sector?

 What can really fast track 
that is the participation of pri-
vate sector on a serious level 
and even now we have seen 
quite a bit because people pre-
fer the private hospitals to the 
public hospitals which is very 
unfortunate because in any na-
tion, most people cannot afford 
the private hospitals so when 
we now turn back to public 
health delivery, what can take 
us there is the health insurance 
scheme, whereby everybody 
no matter what level they are 
with their income can actually 
pay a little premium and that 
premium ensures that they can 
access good healthcare when 
they do fall sick, not only that 
the premium also ensures that 
the healthcare delivery facili-
ties are able to procure through 
the pooled resources all the 
technologies that is required 
because it is like a contributory 
system from everybody to buy 
those equipment’s for the few 
that might be unfortunate to 
need it, so if we are able to build 
a good health insurance sys-
tem it will help us a great deal.

How can the media help 
the association report hap-
penings in the health sectors 
much better?

The heroic exploit of health 
workers are not properly re-
ported because most health 
workers in Nigeria are ex-
pected to do magic because 
they do not have resources to 
deliver good healthcare yet 
they are able to save many 
lives, at times, they go out of 
their way so that people will 
not die but most reported cases 
in the news are the mistakes 
made by the health workers, 
but the danger of these with-
out reporting the positive sides 
of what they have done leads to 
temptation to migrate because 
you get little remuneration, 
recognition and unfortunately 
you get heavily punished for 
any little mistake and also get 
published for any error.

As a public health expert, 
what do you think needs to 
be done to surmount the chal-
lenges above?

 Like I said, I want the jour-
nalist to report cases of people 
that comes into country from 
the west for healthcare because 

We are working with Lagos state to look 
at community health insurance - Odubanjo
DOYIN ODUBANJO is the Chairman, Association of Public Health Physicians of Nigeria, Lagos chapter and executive secretary, Nigerian Academic of 
Science. He shares with ANTHONIA OBOKOH on public health in Nigeria, other health issues and his concerns. Excerpts

Odubanjo
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Nigeria joins fight to eliminate hepatitis as world marks day

Wo r l d  H e p a t i t i s  D a y 
marked every July 28 
is designed to educate 

people on Hepatitis and encourage 
them to go for screening in order to 
prevent spread of the disease and get 
those positive to seek medication.

It is an initiative of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) to 
create awareness about this liver 
disease and minimise the burden of 
hepatitis globally.

World Hepatitis Day 2017 was 
celebrated under the theme ‘Elimi-
nate Hepatitis’ to act towards the 
health targets in the 2030 Sustain-
able Development Goals.

According to WHO, Hepatitis is 
a silent killer and kills faster than 
HIV/AIDS .An estimated 325 mil-
lion people were living with chronic 
Hepatitis infections (HBV or HCV) 
worldwide in 2015 and 1.34 million 
people died of the virus globally in 
2015, the agency stated.

 Isaac Adewole, minister of 
health said this year’s theme for 
the Day, “Eliminating Hepatitis” 
has great significance for Nigeria 
because the government and its 
partners have set a target to elimi-
nate all forms of Hepatitis in the 
country by 2030.

There are five main types of 
Hepatitis virus referred to as Types 
A, B, C, D, and E.

T
he Acting President of 
Nigeria, Yemi Osinbajo, 
a Professor, a while ago, 
urged the West African 
Health Organisation 

(WAHO) to invest towards the re-
duction of communicable diseases 
such as Malaria, Tuberculosis and 
HIV/AIDS in the region.

 According to WHO, HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and 
neglected tropical diseases cause 
32% of the burden of ill health 
in Africa, and seriously impact 
on health outcomes in every 
region of the world. The HIV/
AIDS,  Tub erculosis ,  Malaria 
and Neglected Tropical Diseases 
(HTM) Cluster is concerned with 
the prevention and treatment of 
these high-burden diseases.

 Malaria is preventable and 
curable, and increased efforts 
are dramatically reducing the 
malaria burden in many places. 
Between 2010 and 2015, malaria 
incidence among populations at 
risk (the rate of new cases) fell by 
21% globally. In that same period, 
malaria mortality rates among 
populations at risk fell by 29% 
globally among all age groups, and 
by 35% among children under 5. 
The WHO African Region carries 
a disproportionately high share of 
the global malaria burden. In 2015, 
the region was home to 90% of 
malaria cases and 92% of malaria 
deaths.

WAHO should invest towards the reduction 
of communicable diseases – Osinbajo

 Malaria risk in West Africa is 
expected to fall (western region) or 
remain the same (eastern region) in 
response to climate change over 
the twenty-first century. This is 
primarily due to extreme tempera-
ture conditions projected under 
a high greenhouse gas emissions 
scenario.

Also mentioned on the list as 
said by the acting president is HIV/
AIDS. HIV/AIDS is a major public 
health concern and cause of death 
in many parts of Africa. Although 
the continent is home to about 15.2 
percent of the world’s population, 
more than two-thirds of the total, 
some 35 million infected, were 
Africans, of whom 15 million have 
already died.  Sub-Saharan Africa 
alone accounted for an estimated 
69 percent of all people living with 

HIV and 70 percent of all AIDS 
deaths in 2011.

In the countries of sub-Saharan 
Africa most affected, AIDS has 
raised death rates and lowered 
life expectancy among adults 
between the ages of 20 and 49 by 
about twenty years.  Furthermore, 
the life expectancy in many parts 
of Africa is declining, largely as a 
result of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
with life-expectancy in some 
countries reaching as low as thir-
ty-four years.

Tuberculosis on the other hand, 
is also one of the communicable 
diseases prevalent in the West Af-
rican region. Overtime, increased 
rates of multidrug-resistant tuber-
culosis have been found in West 
Africa, with the highest in Lagos, 
Nigeria, signifying the gravity of 

the plague has been very much 
underrated.

 Organisations like TDR for 
Research on Disease of Poverty, a 
special programme for Research 
and Training in Tropical Diseases, a 
global programme of scientific col-
laboration helps facilitate, support 
and influence efforts to combat 
diseases of poverty like Tubercu-
losis and others.

 In line with the End-TB Strat-
egy,  and according to Osinbajo, 
“the focus is on developing more 
effective approaches to TB care, 
using implementation and opera-
tional research to investigate bar-
riers and design new solutions for 
individual countries and the entire 
sub-region.” He further added 
that “the outbreak of Ebola Virus 
disease in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo was a source of concern, 
the West African sub-region must 
take positive measures to prevent 
its spread to other member states. 
WAHO should put in place a 
strong resilient health system, the 
West African region should not be 
taken unawares again for such an 
outbreak as it was in 2014 during 
the Ebola outbreak with colossal 
loss of lives, economic resources 
and threat to national survival.”

By the founding protocol, 
WAHO is entrusted with a politi-
cal mandate by the Heads of States 
and Governments to ensure coor-
dination of regional health inter-
vention within ECOWAS region.  
“This combined with poverty and 
malnutrition has thrown up public 
health challenges of immense pro-
portion for the individual Nation 
States and the WAHO, stressing 
that the existing disparity among 
health standards, expertise and 
policies in the West African Sub-
Region was a significant barrier 
to better health.” Osinbajo stated.

For the Honourable Misnister 
of Health, Isaac Adewole, “the 
health sector should not be seen 
as consuming sector but a busi-
ness venture, there is need to 
strengthen the health system in 
the ECOWAS region and in order 
to address the issue of shortage 
of vaccines, the Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria has signed MOU 
with May and Baker PLC on area 
of vaccines production in Nigeria.”

But B and C are on the rise global-
ly and are getting to a burden status 
requiring quick intervention. They 
are also becoming difficult to treat, 
hence the urgent need for people to 
know their hepatitis status.

Adewole said, “this has made it 
important to tackle Hepatitis with 
seriousness. But the good thing is 
that it can be treated and can be 
prevented.” He added that “there 
is vaccine against the B and it is 
available for adult and also part of 
the routine immunisation for chil-
dren especially from birth. It is by 
putting preventive, treatment and 
curative measures that we can stop 
the spread of the disease.”

Larne Yusuf a medical practi-
tioner based in Lagos said, “viral 
hepatitis is inflammation of the 
liver caused due to a virus, this virus 
spreads quite easily, but there are 
many ways you can protect yourself 
from it like practicing good hygiene 
and sanitation will help reduce your 
risk of contracting hepatitis A and E.”

Yusuf added “prevention is al-
ways better than cure, it is impor-
tant people are informed and edu-
cated about the different kinds of 
hepatitis viruses and how they are 
spread.” He explained that “Hepatitis 
A and E are usually spread through 
contaminated food or water, as it is 
usually excreted through the faeces 

of an infected person.
Hepatitis B, C and D are primar-

ily spread through contact with 
infected blood. Sexual transmis-
sion is common in hepatitis B and 
it is also proper for children to get 
vaccinated, there are vaccinations 
available for both hepatitis A and 
B, for children above a year or older 
should get it.

However, Hepatitis symptoms 
may vary from person to person and 
also according to type of Hepatitis 
one is infected with, but these are 
some common signs that you should 
be looking out for. Symptoms of 
acute Hepatitis tend to occur very 
quickly while those for chronic 
hepatitis show up over time.

Fatigue and tiredness, loss of ap-

petite cold and flu, pale stool, sharp 
abdominal pain, Yellow skin and 
eyes which may be signs of jaundice 
and dark urine, said Yusuf.

The World Health Organisation 
is calling on countries to continue 
to translate their commitments 
into increased services to eliminate 
hepatitis.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO director-general said, it is 
encouraging to see countries turn-
ing commitment into action to tackle 
hepatitis.

 “Identifying interventions that 
have high impact is a key step to-
wards eliminating this devastating 
disease. Many countries have suc-
ceeded in scaling-up the hepatitis B 
vaccination. Now we need to push 

harder to increase access to diagno-
sis and treatment.”

 “The national response towards 
hepatitis elimination is gaining mo-
mentum. However, at best one in ten 
people who are living with hepatitis 
know they are infected and can ac-
cess treatment. This is unacceptable.” 

Gottfried Hirnschall, WHO’s 
Director of the HIV Department 
and Global Hepatitis Programme 
contended that “for hepatitis elimi-
nation to become a reality, countries 
need to accelerate their efforts and 
increase investments in life-saving 
care. There is simply no reason why 
many millions of people still have 
not been tested for hepatitis and 
cannot access the treatment for 
which they are in dire need.”
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R
ecord-breaking 
amounts have al-
ready been spent 
on players by 
English clubs in 

2017/18 Summer transfer 
window. From the look of 
things, more record signings 
will be spent as the transfer 
window stays open for over 
five weeks and clubs are still 
showing interest in some 
players carrying fat price 
tags. 

  Doubtlessly, the bulk of 
the cash has being thrown 
around by the big four with 
more appetite to break banks 
for more talents.  

 Wenger hoping to spend 
big this term

Aresne Wenger’s Arsenal 
has spent the least with a 
total of £52m since the open-
ing of the transfer window, 
buying just one player (Alex-
andre Lacazette form Lyon) 
and getting the other for free 
(Sead Kolasinac from Schalke 
04). 

Wenger earlier showed 
a statement of intent with 
the arrival of record-signing 
Alexandre Lacazette and 
promised to spend big in the 
transfer market. 

The North London side are 
also keen on Southampton 
star Virgil Van Dijk, Leices-
ter’s Riyad Mahrez and Mo-
naco’s Thomas Lemar, fans 
are hoping that the manager 
will be able to make good 
buys to give the club a com-
petitive edge in the coming 
season.  
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In quest for titles, EPL clubs flex 
muscle in transfer market

Mourinho ready to splash 
more cash

 Manchester United is re-
ported to have spent about 
£101.75m on Victor Lindelof 
(Benfica) who is reported to 
cost £29.75 and Romelu Lu-
kaku (Everton) reported to 
cost £72m. 

 Nemanja Matic and Ivan 
Perisic could be added to 
Mourinho’s squad before 
the window closes, adding a 
potential £90m to the overall 
pot.

 
Conte eager to defend his 

Chelsea EPL title
Antonio Conte has seen 

Chels ea invest around 
£130million on Alvaro Mo-
rata, Tiemoue Bakayoko and 
Antonio Rudiger after win-
ning the title last season.

Conte is targeting a huge 
spending spree at Chelsea this 
summer as he bids to rebuild 
his title-winning squad.

The Italian tactician  has 
already broken the club’s 
transfer record with the £58 
million signing of Alvaro Mo-
rata but has sent out a clear 
message during Chelsea’s 
tour of the Far East that more 
players are required.

  “We need to improve 
the quality and improve the 
squad because next season 
will be very tough for us,” he 
said.

“We are 16 players, with-
out the goalkeepers, and to 
face four competitions in 
a good way we need more 
players.

“We are in a moment 
where we have to create solid 

foundations for this club, we 
have lost a lot of big players 
that were fundamental at 
Chelsea. 

“We can’t make a mistake 
because it’s very dangerous. I 
repeat, we need to improve 
and increase our squad and 
to be something important 
for the present but also for 
our future.

  “I have spoken with the 
club, they know this situation 
very well and we are trying 
to find the right solution.”

  Chelsea’s squad has re-
duced since securing the Pre-
mier League title after the 
departures of former captain 
John Terry, Nathan Ake and 
Nathaniel Chalobah  while 
Diego Costa is set to join At-
letico Madrid and Manchester 
United wants Nemanja Matic. 

 
 Pep’s record summer sign-

ing
 Amongst the big four clubs 

in England, Manchester City 
boss, Pep Guardiola, has spent 
the most, this has raised the 
confidence level of the fans 
that the coming season will 
be an inevitable victorious 
one for the club.  

Guardiola is on course to 
break Real Madrid’s £219.8m 
record for the most money 
spent in a single transfer win-
dow as his spending appetite 
is still on the high side. 

 Spending £211.65m, Ber-
nardo Silva was reportedly 
bought from Monaco for 
£42.5m; Ederson came in 
from Benfica for £35m. Kyle 
Wakler was obtained from 
Tottenham for a fee worth 
£45m. Douglas Luiz also came 

in form Vasco Da Gama for 
a reported £10.2m. Danilo 
came in from Real Madrid 
costing £26.5m. Monaco’s 
Benjamin Mendy was signed 
for a record fee of £52m and 
the least arrival Eric Garcia 
cost £1.45m. 

  Mendy’s arrival at Eti-
had stadium brings Guar-
diola’s total spending close to 
One Billion Euros (€1billion) 
and spending over £400m 
of Sheikh Mansour’s hard 
earned money and even at 
that, City are ready to com-
pete with Real Madrid for 
the signature of Monaco 
wonderkid Kylian Mbappe 
who is worth a world-record 
£161 million.

 Again, not leaving out Liv-
erpool who are making their 
way back into the Champions 
League since 2013. Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp plans 
a mega summer spending on 
Merseyside to strengthen 
his squad ahead of the new 
season.

 What will these spending 
mean to City, United, Arse-
nal and Chelsea?

  There is almost certain 
that each of the big four sides 
will outspend what they 
spent last summer.  

In the last summer trans-
fer market, the likes of: Ar-
senal, Manchester United, 
Manchester City and Chelsea 
spent an estimated £554.91m 
in the last summer and have 
spent a cumulative total of 
£487.15m with the market 
set to close in August. 

  Notably, Man City and 
Chelsea have spent more 

than they did last summer. 
Arsenal and Man United 
have however spent more 
than half of what they spent 
last summer and all big four 
still have their eyes in the 
market.

City have the most expen-
sive defence in football his-
tory with Mendy completing 
a £49.4million move to the 
Etihad Stadium to leave the 
club with four of the five most 
costly defenders ever bought.

The France left back’s ar-
rival from Monaco takes 
City’s summer spending to a 
staggering £217million with 
more business still to do and 
means Pep has spent almost 
£130million on three full-
backs in only 10 days.

The ex-Barcelona man-
ager looks to be paying more 
attention on backline with 
latest reinforcements to the 
Citizens’ defence. The most 
expensive summer of the 
nine seasons Guardiola has 
spent as a coach, this cur-
rent summer is the one in 
which he has spent the most 
money as he looks to start 
from scratch with City.

  With all the big money 
spent so far with more to 
come before the deadline of 
the transfer market, its ex-
pected the English Premier 
League will be on rampage 
come next season as fans 
full with high enthusiasm 
and hopeful the teams prove 
their worth not only in the 
Premier League, but also take 
their top place in the Uefa 
Champions League where 
Spanish clubs have domi-
nated for over five years.

Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM & 
HEZRON ATUNDE



Amokachi nurtures young football talents 
at Meadow Hall summer football camp

Sports
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L-R: Seyi Akinwunmi, chairman, Lagos State Football Association; Master Imisioluwa Obafisoye, participant; Charles 
Imevbore, executive director, business affairs, Meadow Hall Group, and Daniel Amokachi, ex-Super Eagles striker, at the 
closing ceremony of the Meadow Hall Summer Football Camp in Lekki, Lagos.

SuperSport scoops ‘The Money Fight’ for DStv viewers 2018 W/Cup qualifier: FIFA confirms 
date for Nigeria vs Cameroon ties

T
he Meadow Hall Sum-
mer Football Camp 
with Daniel Amoka-
chi, ex-international 
football star, which 

began on July 18 came to a close 
last Sunday, with many of the 
participants and their parents 
saying they were already look-
ing forward to the next edition.

Throughout the five days of 
the camp which held at Meadow 
Hall, Lekki, Lagos, with Amo-
kachi on ground to guide and 
improve the children, children 
aged 4-17 years were offered 
the opportunity to take their 
budding interest in football to 
the next level as there were 
numerous activities and drills to 
not only keep them entertained 
but also teach them the basics of 
the game.

The final day of the camp 
afforded parents of the partici-
pants the opportunity to watch 
their children compete against 
one another and showcase the 
skills they acquired over the 
period. It was a spectacle as the 
parents’ faces beamed with pride 
on seeing their potential super-
stars striding along the turf.

Seyi Akinwunmi, chairman, 
Lagos State Football Association 
(LSFA), in a goodwill message 
at the closing ceremony com-

SuperSport is bringing 
Floyd Mayweather jnr 
versus Conor McGregor 

- the richest, most-hyped and 
over-the-top boxing fight in 
history - to viewers across 
Africa!

‘The Money Fight’ will be 
broadcast only on DStv – and 
will air live and in glorious HD 
on SuperSport 2 and Maximo 
1 in the early hours of Sunday, 
August 27.

DStv Premium customers 
will be treated to a ringside 
view when SuperSport crosses 
to the T-Mobile Arena in Las 
Vegas at 2am for the action-
packed undercard, with the 
main bout expected to start 
after 4am.

Unlike in the US where the 
fight will be available on pay-
per-view in HD for $99.95, 
DStv customers will enjoy the 
event as part of the DStv Pre-
mium offering, at no extra cost.

In keeping with the tra-
dition of showcasing super-
fights, from Marvin Hagler ver-
sus Tommy Hearns and Mike 
Tyson versus Michael Spinks 
to Mayweather against Manny 
Pacquiao, SuperSport has been 
in the forefront of delivering 
the most-anticipated events in 
the world of sports.

mended the continued “progress 
of Meadow Hall” in “not just 
creating football talent but also 
developing social skills”.

“I was here when they first 
opened the turf, and they ex-
plained how serious they were 
about sports; I am happy to see 
they have fulfilled that,” he said.

Akinwunmi, who said he 
was happy to see schools like 
Meadow Hall continue to push 
the effort, added that his main 
focus in the state was to ensure 
that “football isn’t seen as an al-
ternative, but rather as a supple-
ment to school work”, which was 
why he had been going around 

“This has been at the top 
of our list ever since the fight 
was announced,” said Gideon 
Khobane, chief executive of 
SuperSport. “People continue 
to talk of the great fights we 
brought to viewers in the 1980s 
and beyond. But this is more 
than a fight, it’s a mega-event 
with layers of controversy, 
excitement and intrigue. We’ll 
also be putting together great 
background programming for 
our valued DStv customers 
around the fight.”

Billed as “The Money Fight”, 
the contest has drawn as much 

The World football gov-
erning body FIFA has 
confirmed the date 

Nigeria will host Cameroon 
in back to back World Cup 
2018 Qualifiers game in the 
third round of games in the 
African qualifying series.

Nigeria are top of group 
B with six p oints,  four 
points more than second 
placed Cameroon who are 
Nigeria’s next opponent 
when the third round of 
games comes up later in 
the year.

ANTHONY NLEBEM

schools that share this idea to 
“encourage them to keep up the 
good work”.

“It’s a pleasure to be wanted; 
it’s grace from heaven when an 
institution like Meadow Hall 
wants to partner with you,” 
said Amokachi, who also com-
mended Meadow Hall for the 

dedication to not just football but 
all sports that include basketball, 
volleyball and tennis courts, ath-
letics track and swimming pool.

“This is a great platform for 
the next generation,” he said, 
pointing out at least six of the 
participants who could poten-
tially become football stars in 
the future with “hard work, 
dedication and the right guid-
ance”.

Charles Imevbore, Meadow 
Hall Group’s executive director, 
Business Affairs, said they were 
already looking forward to the 
3rd edition of the camp with 
Amokachi, whom he described 
as a “great ambassador of football 
both here and abroad”.

Onome Obruthe, a parent 
whose child participated, praised 
Meadow Hall for encouraging 
girls to play alongside their male 
counterparts.

“Sport is meant for both sexes, 
and I’m delighted my daughter 
had a great time at the Meadow 
Hall Summer Football Camp 
with Daniel Amokachi,” Obruthe 
said.

The highlight of the event 
was the handing of certificates to 
all the participants by the guests 
of honour as well as the coaches 
who passionately taught them 
over the five-day period.

praise as it has criticism for the 
nature of the match-up: box-
ing’s most celebrated fighter of 
the last decade against Mixed 
Martial Arts’ most resplendent 
star who has yet to engage in a 
professional boxing fight.

Big fight fans can watch via 
their decoders or on DStv Now, 
online or the app.

Highlights of the fight will 
also be available on DStv’s 
Catch Up service in the hours 
after the event while Catch Up 
Plus, available on connected 
Exploras, will carry the full 
fight later in the day.

According to the fixture 
on the website of FIFA, the 
game which was earlier 
moved to August 31st for 
television purposes has 
been moved back to the ini-
tial date of 1st of September 
2017 in Uyo, Akwa Ibom 
state, Nigeria.

The return leg tie was 
also moved from the 5th of 
September to the 4th of Sep-
tember by FIFA in Yaounde. 
The new dates have been 
communicated to both foot-
ball federations by FIFA.
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Week
Quotes of the

Managing your virus protection systems. No 
matter which methodology or combination of 
methodologies is best suited to your organisa-
tion, to be effective, your anti-virus systems 
must be properly managed. manageNET’s 
security services offer you key benefits:
Monitoring: Constant monitoring of your 
anti-virus infrastructure is a vital manage-
ment factor that maximises your organ-
isations protection. A strict and effective 
monitoring regime can ensure your anti-virus 
systems are on-line and up-to-date with the 
latest signature files and vital vendor security 
firmware updates.
Reporting: Analysis of the vast amounts of 
data output from your anti-virus services can 
greatly assist you in managing your anti-virus 
preparedness. A comprehensive reporting 
system can help you quickly determine where 
your major threats are originating, and offer 
effective counter-measures to mitigate them 
before your business is impacted.
manageNET’s Anti Virus managed service 
offers you industry best analysis of your anti-
virus infrastructure through our comprehen-
sive monthly reporting and via access to live 
analysis.

Blogs
From the 

”Both micro and macro businesses react to 
fiscal and monetary policies. NECA members 
are business people and not policy makers. 
Enterprises respond to government policies 
and to what extent has the government 
policies been responsive to the plights of 
businesses in the country.” Olusegun Oshi-
nowo, Director-General, Nigeria Employers’ 
Consultative Association (NECA). 

“The World Day against Trafficking in Per-
sons is a reminder that the war against the 
scourge is one we are very capable of win-
ning. It is a call to renew our resolve to not 
only track down and bring the perpetrators 
to book, but also to cut their supply chains. 
A substantial reduction in poverty will cer-
tainly reduce the vulnerability of our citizens 
who would not ordinarily be lured into the 
hands of human traffickers”. Ike Ekweremadu, 
Deputy President of the Senate.

“These payments, which totaling N243, 
795,465,195, were made to the 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory upon the ap-
proval of the president on May 4, 2017.This is 
in partial settlement of long-standing claims 
by states governments relating to over-
deductions from Federation Accounts for 
external debt service arising between 1995 
and 2002”. Kemi Adeosun,  Minister of Finance.  

Numbers
N243.8bn
The Federal Government has released a state-by-
state breakdown of another tranche of N243.8 billion 
Paris Club refund of over-deductions on Paris Club, 
London Club Loans.

N1.8tn
The Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) has pro-
jected N1.8 trillion Value Added Tax (VAT) collections 
for 2017 fiscal year.

F
or seven years, every aspiring 
Republican presidential candidate 
has sworn that if elected he/
she would “repeal and replace” 
Obamacare on their first day or 

first week in office—so deep is their hatred 
of anything Obama.

Now, Donald Trump has just completed 
his first six months in office; but Obamacare 
remains untouched. Whatever happened?

Bad faith, that’s what it is. You see, 
Republicans don’t just hate Obama, they 
identify him with everything they fear 
and despise—non-whites, foreigners, the 
middle and lower class es,  the p o or. 
Republicans regard themselves as the 
inheritors of the wealth and privileges 
of the old defunct European aristocracy, 
the class that had their heads chopped 
off with the guillotine at the French 
Re vo l ut i o n  i n  1 7 8 9  a n d  t h e  ye a r s 
that followed. Granted, they (and their 
forebears) made their own wealth on 
this side of the Atlantic—as slaveholders, 
farmers and industrialists. But their mindset, 
ideology and worldview are basically the 
same with the defunct aristocracy. They 
see themselves as the overlords, while the 
rest of the population are the commoners 
and serfs. In their view, Obama was a serf 
raised to rule over them by some freak 
of the Constitution and the frailty of the 
“unwashed rabble.” That’s the crazy price 

not consulted—and the Democrats were 
aggressively excluded.

U n s u r p r i s i n g l y,  t h e  p r o p o s e d 
“replacement” is so harsh it has found no 
favor even within the Republican Party 
(some Republicans are human, after all).

E ve n  D e m o c rat s  re c o g n i z e  t h at 
Obamacare was never perfect; but it should 
not be replaced with something worse. 
It should be “repaired” or “amended” or 
“replaced” NOT with a program guided 
by partisan politics and the interest of the 
insurance companies and the wealthy upper 
classes, BUT a program thoughtfully worked 
out by a team selected by both Parties and 
guided by the best interest of the middle and 
lower classes, too many of whom could not 
afford health insurance in the past. Before 
Obamacare, many well paid workers with 
employer-subsidized health insurance still 
could not afford to pay $20 per person per 
doctor visit, especially if they have three or 
four children under age 18. 

It is remarkable that the United States, 
which is universally recognized as the 
leader of the “free (non-communist) world,” 
is virtually the only nation where healthcare 
is neither free nor affordable to all. In the 
rest of the “free world,” healthcare is either 
free or virtually free. This includes Canada 
nextdoor, plus the United Kingdom and 
all of the European Union (EU). As for the 
communist and socialist nations (Russia, 
China, Cuba, etc.), healthcare is every citizen’s 
birthright. 

The trouble with America is  its 
profiteerism. Shockingly, in America, 
healthcare is a for-private-profit industry, 
and the Party stalwarts and members of US 
Congress, who make the laws, are among 
the wealthy owners of the health insurance 
companies. Some merely own stocks in 
those companies, or are paid on the side 
by lobbyists for those companies. Vested 
interest is what sometimes makes legislation 
so laborious. 

Obamacare is the first major step in the 
right direction—and the coming weeks will 
tell whether that clock will be turned back. 

Concluded

you pay for “democracy.”
They have no choice but to pay lip service 

to “democracy,” even though the Founding 
Fathers did not envisage the US Republic 
being ruled even for one day by “poor white 
trash,” not to speak of serfs or “foreigners” 
(blacks, Native Americans, Hispanics or 
Asians).

It is this bad faith (lip service without 
sincerity or integrity) that has so far 
nullified their efforts to “repeal and replace” 
Obamacare. 

As everyone knows, any person in 
America who doesn’t have health insurance 
is a walking corpse. Obamacare gave 
affordable health insurance coverage to 
some 30 million citizens who didn’t have it 
before. But now, the Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that the “replacement” so 
far proposed would result in 23 million 
Americans losing health insurance coverage.

The proposed “replacement” is virtually a 
ticket to the cemetery. It would cut Medicaid, 
which assists the society’s poorest, by $834 
billion—whereas a majority of the states had 
already undertaken to expand Medicaid! 
It would permit insurance companies to 
offer lower-cost, stripped down policies; 
but then, as people rush to the cheaper 
options, premiums would rise dramatically. 
If more controls are handed to the States, as 
proposed, the evil practice whereby some 
Republican-controlled States withheld funds 
from benefits they did not like would only get 
worse. For example:

States would be allowed to scale back 
conditions that they require insurers to cover 

Insurers would be allowed to re-impose 
annual and lifetime limits on some coverage—
an age-old practice which Obamacare 
abolished

Insurers would be allowed to charge 
sick people more, thereby making coverage 
unaffordable for some

Insurers would also be permitted to 
charge older consumers five times more than 
younger consumers

“Bad faith” is further demonstrated in 
the fact that the “replacement” was worked 
up secretly by a small cabal. The generality 
of the Republican Party in Congress were 

USA: Healthcare in jeopardy (2) 


