
Forestry provides thousands of 
seasonal and full-time jobs, taxation 

revenue, and related economic activity 
for the region’s rural communities.
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In Alberta, the provincial government allocates timber 

from public “crown” land to be harvested by private 

companies.  In turn, the companies are responsible for 

sustainable management of the forest environment, 

including reforestation, watershed protection, etc.  

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry implements 

checks and balances to ensure that companies comply 

with provincial guidelines.  These policies ensure 

that companies have secure tenures to enable long-

term investment and future development, and that 

Albertans have an enduring forest landscape.
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FORESTRY
incredible!

Renewable resource, diversified industry. The vast, sustainably managed 
timber supply in the REDI Region supports the forestry industry and the 
regional economy.  Approximately 4 million hectares of coniferous and 
deciduous boreal forest yield high quality wood products for domestic and 
international markets.

Timber is transported from 
forested areas by truck 

to mills in High Level and 
La Crete.  Products are 

shipped to national and 
international markets by 

truck and rail.

PUBLIC RESOURCE, PRIVATE BUSINESS



AN EVOLVING INDUSTRY
Benefits of the forestry industry are 

felt throughout the local economy.

Several logging companies operate within the 

government designated Forest Management Unit, 

which largely coincides within the REDI region. 

TOLKO is the largest sawmill in Alberta and 

harvests softwood for dimensional lumber.  In 

partnership with Pinnacle Renewable Energy it 

uses by-products such as bark and shavings for 

wood-pellet production and green bio-energy, and 

is now a net-zero waste facility.  30,000 truck loads 

of trees produce 423 million board feet of lumber 

and a projected 170,000- 200,000 tonnes of pellets 

annually. The mill employs 335 people, and the 

pellet plant about 25.

Along with employment at the larger mills, numerous other logging 

companies and individuals are involved in trucking, equipment 

maintenance, winter road construction, and the local manufacture of 

trusses, rig mats, log buildings, etc.  

Forestry touches the lives of many people in the REDI Region.  Government 

offices for the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry are located in High 

Level.  Groups such as the Northern Lights Forest Education Society and 

the High Level Forests Public Advisory Committee promote awareness 

and involvement in the industry.  Local forestry companies offer trades 

and apprenticeship training and support local community groups and 

sports teams. 

The REDI Region’s expansive forests are a foundation for 
profitable businesses and sustainable communities.

993,534 
HECTARES 
of forest land 
SFI certified 

in 2019 

Modern forestry practices contribute to industry sustainability.

Mills in the REDI Region voluntarily 

participate in internationally recognized 

programs such as the Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative. While prompting companies to 

operate in an environmentally, socially, 

and economically sensitive manner, 

customers are assured that the wood 

products they purchase are legally and 

ethically produced.
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Norbord harvests deciduous trees and is a leading 

global manufacturer of oriented strand board.  It has 

a capacity of 860 million square feet (3/8 inch basis) 

per year and uses approximately 20,000 truckloads 

of timber.  

La Crete Sawmills produces spruce and aspen 

lumber as well as pellets and wood shavings.  The 

mill has an annual capacity of 54 million board feet 

of lumber and 65,000 tonnes of pellets, and employs 

110 people.

Evergreen Lumber manufactures lumber from 1x4 

to 6x10 up to 16 feet long. Their side lumber is dry 

piled and air-dried, giving some of the nicest 1 inch 

and 2-inch lumber you can get on the market.

Crestview Sawmills Ltd is located in La Crete and 

employs 22 people. Crestview is a custom sawmill 

that cuts oversized timbers and half-log siding.


