
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 19: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 4.6 

By his perfect obedience and the once-for-all sacrifice of himself, the Lord Jesus Christ has brought about 
reconciliation and purchased an everlasting inheritance for all those given to him by his Father (John 17:2–

5; 2 Corinthians 5:18–19; 1 Peter 1:3–4). His death and resurrection are thus the guarantee of their 
eternal salvation (Romans 5:9–10; 8:32; Revelation 5:9–10). By his present work of intercession, effectual 
calling, sanctification and sovereign rule, he certainly and effectually applies and communicates eternal 

redemption to all those for whom he obtained it (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; John 6:37, 39; 10:4, 16, 27; 
17:19; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews 10:10, 14). 

(Sola 5 Confession 4.6) 

Confession 4.5 brings us to the doctrine of justification proper, which is the central question of religion: 
How can I be right with (or just before) God? We will only appreciate the magnitude of justification when 
we ask the right questions: Is God majestic in holiness and justice? Is he one who will by no means clear 
the guilty? Is his blazing holiness, which makes him a consuming fire, a reality? Are we as guilty as the Bible 
claims we are? Do we fully deserve the wages of sin? If we honestly assess these questions, we will begin 
to understand the problems involved in the question, how can I be right with God? Since God is a God of 
absolute justice, how can he judge rightly while we escape eternal destruction? The answer lies in the 
perfect life, the sacrificial death, and the victorious resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The Confession gets to the heart of the gospel by pointing to Christ’s work in life and death: By his perfect 
obedience and the once-for-all sacrifice of himself, the Lord Jesus Christ has brought about reconciliation 
and purchased an everlasting inheritance for all those given to him by his Father (John 17:2–5; 2 Corinthians 
5:18–19; 1 Peter 1:3–4). 

The Confession here highlights two elements of Christ’s saving work: his perfect obedience and the once-
for-all sacrifice of himself. What roles do these two elements play in the purchase of our reconciliation and 
eternal inheritance? 

His perfect obedience:   

   

   

   

The once-for-all sacrifice of himself:   

   

   

   

The Confession also draws attention to the resurrection: His death and resurrection are thus the guarantee 
of their eternal salvation (Romans 5:9–10; 8:32; Revelation 5:9–10). 

If it is through his perfect obedience and once-for-all sacrifice that Christ brought about reconciliation and 
purchased an everlasting inheritance for all those given to him by his Father, what is the significance of the 
resurrection? Why was the resurrection necessary in order to guarantee … eternal salvation?   

   

   

   

We want to be biblically careful as we think about the scriptural doctrine of justification. The Catholic 
Church holds that justification is the process by which God effectively makes someone a good person, giving 
them a holy nature. In justification, Catholicism teaches, God imparts righteousness to us, so that our own 
good works play a part in our salvation. Evangelical theology holds that justification is the imputation of 
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Christ’s righteousness to us, so that we stand before the Father righteous, not in ourselves, but in Christ 
alone. Can you see the subtle, yet stark, difference between these two positions? Why is this distinction 
important?   

   

   

This doctrine of justification is the core difference between the gospel taught in the New Testament and 
the gospel officially taught by the Roman Catholic Church. Officially, the Catholic Church teaches another 
gospel, which is to be rejected (Galatians 1:6–9). The Catholic gospel is far enough removed from biblical 
truth that the Reformers considered the pope to be the Antichrist and the Catholic Church to be an 
apostate church. Today, many evangelicals (even those holding to infant baptism) reject the validity of 
Catholic baptism and expect those once baptised in Catholic churches to be baptised as Protestants. In light 
of these historic and contemporary opinions of Catholicism, how should we think about Catholic friends 
who claim to be Christian?   

   

   

   

How do these differences in the core truth of the gospel affect possible ministry partnerships with Catholic 
friends and organisations?   

   

   

   

The Confession recognises that it is not only the historic work of Chris that has gospel import, but his 
present work too: By his present work of intercession, effectual calling, sanctification and sovereign rule, 
he certainly and effectually applies and communicates eternal redemption to all those for whom he 
obtained it (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; John 6:37, 39; 10:4, 16, 27; 17:19; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews 
10:10, 14). 

If the application and communication of eternal redemption happens by Christ’s present work, it is 
important that we understand what he is presently doing for us. What is your understanding of each 
element of his present work that the Confession enumerates? 

Intercession:   

   

   

   

Effectual calling:   

   

   

   

Sanctification:   

   

   

   


