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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th May, 2011, at 7.30pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors G Burlison, S Clark, R Makepeace, D Robb and C Stacey 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
8. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors FS and K Duggan. 
 
9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
10. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported the changes to the County Council’s home to school transport 
scheme had been approved but it was hoped that some self financing schemes could be developed 
by working with partners.  
 
The Boundary Committee had published further draft recommendations in respect of the boundary 
review for County Durham and Councillor Armstrong briefly outlined the proposals. The deadline for 
responses was August. 
 
Councillor Armstrong explained that he had sourced funding for repairs to the Hall ceiling and roof 
and work would commence after the bank holiday weekend.  He also hoped to be able to source 
funding towards the cost of an architect for a new community building through the County Council. 
 
The traffic calming scheme at Cornsay Colliery had been agreed and work was now underway. 
 
Councillor Armstrong had been elected as chair of the AAP for the forthcoming year, and reminded 
those present of the small grants fund. 
 
The County Council was continuing to make savings and a number of staff were being made 
redundant.  The County Council faced losing a further £80m if the way in which business rates were 
distributed was changed by the Government.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
11. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £67.07 to MG Ackroyd in respect of Internal Audit. 
(ii) £206.95 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages.  
(iii) £51.60 to HRMC in respect of PAYE deductions. 
(iv) £55.00 to TRACC in respect of play area inspections.  

 
12. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham County Council - County Durham Plan Consultation 
Resolved: That information be noted.  
 

(b) Durham County Council - Letter received from Councillor J Armstrong regarding Scrutiny 
review of AAPs. 
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Resolved: That Council consider it’s response at the next 
meeting.  

 
13. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 M Cummings 18 Commercial Street 
Cornsay Coliery 
 

Creation of living accommodation to 
first floor, removal of chimney stack, 
creation of off street parking area to 
rear (resubmission) 

  Resolved: That no objection be made to this application. 
 

14. REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Internal Auditor, copies of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the report be noted. 
(ii) That the Clerk’ salary be reviewed at the next meeting of the Council. 
(iii) That the Conservation Officer be requested to provide advice regarding the value of the Draw 
Well for insurance purposes.  
(iv) That as all expenditure is recorded in the Council Minutes and is therefore available for public 
inspection, the Council does not consider it necessary to separately publish details of all expenditure 
over £500. 
(v) That the recommendation to operate a petty cash system be accepted, but that this be set at £100 
to cover the costs of items such as printer cartridges.  
 
15. ANNUAL RETURN 
 
The Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement, copies of which had been circulated, 
were presented to the Council for approval.  
 
Resolved: (i) That Accounting Statement be approved.   
(ii) That the Annual Governance Statement be approved with all questions to be answered ‘yes’. 
 
16. INSURANCE 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s insurance policy was due for renewal on 1st June, 2011, and 
confirmation had been received from Zurich Municipal that the premium due was in the sum of 
£1,339.23.  As this was a substantial increase on previous years, the Clerk had sought clarification 
on this figure.  Zurich Municipal had advised that in addition to the annual increase in the premium, 
cover for the new play equipment at Cornsay Colliery was in the sum of 1% of the value of the 
equipment and it was this figure which had resulted in the greater increase.  
 
The Clerk also reported that following the Internal Auditor’s recommendation to increase cover by 7% 
to cover the cost of removal/installation of equipment, Zurich had advised that this would increase the 
premium by a further £74.02 plus tax, whilst the slander element of the Policy was in the sum of 
£25.00. 
 
Resolved: (i) That the premium of £1,339.23 be accepted and agreed. 
(ii) That the Council did not wish to increase cover for the cost of removal/reinstatement should any 
equipment be damaged beyond repair.  
(iii) That the slander element of the Policy be agreed.   
 
17. APPOINTMENT OF BANKERS (Minute 193 refers) 
 
The Clerk reported that following consideration of opening an account with Barclays Bank the 
necessary documentation had now been received and it was necessary to appoint signatories. 
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Resolved: That an account be opened be opened at Barclays Bank for the purposes of managing 
the Council’s finances and that the signatories to the account be the Clerk and Councillors B 
Armstrong and Stacey, all signatures being required for payments made on the account. 
 
20. CORNSAY VILLAGE - NOTICEBOARD 
 
Councillor Robb advised that the concrete foundations of the original noticeboard were in situ on the 
grass to the left of the Draw Well and that this was the location villagers wished for the new 
noticeboard.  
 
The Clerk had previously sought advice from the Planning Department of Durham County Council 
who had indicated that they would require details of the location and design of the noticeboard in 
order to provide advice.  Any planning application made by the Parish Council would attract a 
reduced fee.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk obtain details of appropriate designs. 
 
21.  HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that two costings had now been received from companies specialising in 
demountable buildings, one being in the region of £355,000 and the other being around £145,000.  
The former had been arrived at as a result of a site meeting with a representative of the company at 
which options had been discussed, whereas the latter simply covered the cost of a standard building. 
 
The Chair also reported that she had met with a representative from a community architectural 
consultancy who had been recommended by the County Council. As a result of the meeting, the 
architect was to prepare a proposal setting out the work they would carry out and their fees for the 
Council’s consideration.  
 
Resolved: That this matter be considered further following receipt of the proposal document.  

 
The Meeting closed at 8.25 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


