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The Devon Area AGM will be hosted by the 

Totnes Group on 10th February 2018 at the 

Conference Centre, Buckfast Abbey. There will be 

morning walks, lunch will be available (pre-

booking essential), and our formal business will 

commence at 2pm. Afterwards, John Risdon will 

give an illustrated talk on, “The Middle Dart”, we 

will have a Ramblers’ trustee present, and 

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays will have a stand.

Full details can be found on the Area website: 

and click on the AGM 2018 page.

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/devon 

Area AGM

Photo: Alan Kimbell, East Devon Group
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The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England and Wales. Company registration number: 4458492.
Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Registered office: 
2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London  SE1 7TW.



From the CHAIRMAN

FINANCES
Area Treasurer, James Baldwin 

Ramblers Devon Area
Income and expenditure 2016 - 2017

        

     

Income

Area income
from Ramblers

Bank Interest

Group budgeted
funds from 
Central Office

Expenditure

Publicity

Campaigns and 
casework

Meetings - 
including AGM

Administration

Paid to Groups

2017
(£) 

2,798

6,122

0
9

589

6,121

1,443

8,928

13,006

3,992
860

I was delighted to be 
elected as your new 
chairman at our AGM in 
February this year. I intend 
to keep up and build upon 
the excellent work of 
our previous chairman 
Robert Woolcott. 

To ensure a vibrant future for Devon Area Council, it 
is essential for our Committee to remain open and 
receptive to new ideas and suggestions. This 
needs input from all our groups and I am actively 
encouraging such interactions. 

The key findings of the National Volunteer survey 
were published by Ramblers in May. Three priority 
areas emerged for future support: better systems for 
managing member communications, improved 
support for publicity and managing path problems, 
and training for leadership, navigation and first aid. 

We fully support all of these and will act upon them, 
as appropriate.

Ramblers are also developing a new code for the 
role of Areas and I can confirm that Devon Area is 
recognised as being well organised, and I was 
pleased to learn that Devon Area was used by 
Ramblers as an example of good practice for its  
web site. 

We also currently have initiatives in hand for the 
Festival of Winter Walks and Walk About 2018.

Finally, with regard to our next AGM, I have arranged 
for the event to take place at the Buckfast Abbey 
conference centre, an iconic venue, so I look forward 
to meeting lots of members there.

And in the meantime I wish you all happy walking 
and  fellowship.

                                    - Professor Andrew Chadwick

Photo Competition winner: Tony Wilson, Teignmouth & Dawlish Group

2016
(£)  

9,658

 

8,414

3,767

5,665

220

648

6

689

5,665

968
444
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Income

Expenditure

Area income from Ramblers

Paid to Groups

Advertising income

Publicity

Bank interest

Administration

Group Budgeted Funds from
Central Office

Meetings including AGM
Campaigns and casework

The planned increase in spending, which resulted in our 
expenditure exceeding our income by £4.078, was met 
from balances that we had built up in previous years.



N

S

W E

North
Devon

Tiverton

Tavistock

Devon
Bootlegs

Exeter East
Devon

Moorland

Teignmouth
& Dawlish

South Devon

Totnes

Plymouth

South
Hams

Around the Devon Area Groups

DEVON BOOTLEGS
We have had another year of outdoors 
adventure, both at home and further afield, 
including Northumberland & Ireland.  We 
continue to hold walks in local counties almost 
every weekend and membership remains 
steady. Hopefully, 2018 will hold more of the 
same.

EAST DEVON 
Membership growth continues. We offer at least 
five walks on Sundays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, and a full social programme. Our major 
success was getting final approval for the Coly 
Path after years of campaigning and legal 
wrangling.

SOUTH DEVON    
Weekly walks and activities enjoyed by 
members new and old, robust maintenance of 
the John Musgrave Heritage Trail, completing 
the Offa's Dyke Path walk, a new website and 
a return to Brittany for the annual holiday. 
A year of miles and smiles. 

SOUTH  HAMS
We have a very friendly group with 3 walks 
a week throughout the year. 2017 was another 
great year with walking holidays away to 
Yorkshire and Cornwall. Our social 
programme included BBQ on beach, Quiz 
Night and many other varied events.

TAVISTOCK
Excellent and varied walk and social 
programmes and improved publicity resulted 
in 30 new members this year. Our holiday in 
the Lake District was sold out and we had a 
record attendance at our new format AGM. We 
actively support the Dartmoor Walking Festival.

PLYMOUTH & DISTRICT   
2017 has seen us with a full programme of 
walks and events. We have used YHA 
accommodation for successful walking breaks 
to Lulworth, Litton Cheney and Cheddar. Social 
events have been a lively skittles evening, an 
evening boat trip and a dinner.

Footpath Officers in all Devon Area groups 
continue to monitor our Rights of Way, 
negotiating improvements and sometimes 
clearing paths or replacing signs themselves. 
Work to get “lost ways” on the definitive map 
by 2026 is a continuing uphill struggle.                  
                                                   - Jenny Worsfold

Natural England have been busying themselves 
creating coastal access around all of the English 
Coast. In the last year they have looked at parts 
of the North and South Devon coast with 
published proposals that generally follow the 
route of the existing SW Coast Path. At Lee 
Abbey near to Lynton, a more coastal route was 
hoped for but has not been proposed - we are 
still pursuing this improvement.     - John Skinner

The walking environment is important to us all, 
there are many issues from parking charges on 
Dartmoor to planning issues, the critical thing is 
with all of the proposed changes we are still 
lucky to live in the beautiful county of Devon. 
Change will continue at a pace, only some of the 
issues we can influence, but most importantly 
we must continue to use the environment for 
sustainable and healthy benefit.     - John Howell

Area Council has made the bold decision to 
print and distribute 40,000 “Enjoy Walking in 
Devon” leaflets. The leaflets will be distributed 
throughout Devon with the aim of publicising 
Ramblers and stimulating new members. 
We need a co-ordinator for the Walk About 
Festival, if we can generate a set of walks for 
the period 26th May to 3rd June, we can plan 
for good publicity.                         - George Coles

Media

Footpaths, Access, 
Walking Environment



TEIGNMOUTH & DAWLISH  

2017 has been busy, we moved to a new 
website, made full use of ‘Walksfinder’ and 
explored new technologies to assist leaders in 
planning and leading walks. Socially, there 
have been holidays to Italy, Austria and St Ives.

TOTNES 
The Totnes Ramblers have 
devised a new walk called 
the Franklin Totnes Trail, 
which was launched in 
August 2017. The 7 mile 
circular walk around Totnes is 
waymarked, 7,000 leaflets 
have been distributed, and 
details are on our website. 

EXETER & DISTRICT   
We're a friendly group of people who warmly 
welcome new faces and enjoy walking together 
throughout the year. On Sundays we walk on 
Dartmoor, Exmoor or elsewhere in Devon  
wherever our growing band of leaders take us! 
Our shorter midweek rambles, closer to home, 
are popular too.

NORTH DEVON 

MOORLAND

Photo: Alan Kimbell, East Devon Group

Photo: Joan Long, North Devon Group

TIVERTON
Our new-style AGM resulted in 20% of 
members attending. Our Footpath Officer 
worked hard to keep paths open. We offered 
training walks supporting prospective walk 
leaders, and held social activities to bind the 
group, including those that no longer walk.

Membership remains stable, with an effective 
committee and healthy funds. Moorland 
group's 32 leaders organised 60 strenuous 
walks, including two night walks. 795 miles 
have been covered. £200 was spent supporting 
the National Park to replace 3 old stiles with 
kissing gates.

Lots of publicity and enjoyment from our 
40th Anniversary Walking Extravaganza week 
in May, with ten varied walks. Excellent relations 
with DCC officers, bringing positive results 
such as new gates replacing old stiles at 
Shirwell and Dolton.  A volunteer regularly 
updates our Facebook page with us gaining 
over 100 'followers'.

Groups' continuing participation with Walksfinder 
really helps knit all of our walks in Devon 
together. This results in giving tourists; potential 
members and members alike a wonderful 
selection of walks wherever they are based. 
                                                           - Mike Long

Web

We work hard to recruit new members and to 
retain existing ones. This is not easy in the 
current climate, but we have succeeded in 
increasing our membership here in Devon from 
2,565 to 2,603 (1.48%) over the past year, 
although the national trend was slightly 
downwards. Tavistock group was especially 
successful, with a 13% membership increase. 

         - John Minshall

Membership


