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Fall 2017 

PSC 373: INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
(ONLINE) 

 
Professor: Dr. Sibel Oktay 

 
Contact Information 
Office: PAC 354 
Phone: (217) 206-7835 
Fax: (217) 206-7807 
Email: sibelo@uis.edu 
 
Office Hours 

(a)  On-ground: TBD: I will announce the times throughout the semester.  
(b)  Online: via Skype video: Friday: 9:00 - 11:00am (username: sibeloktay) or by 

appointment 
 
Course Description: 
 
What does it mean to be a “Realist" in international relations? Why is international cooperation 
desirable? What do we mean by “human security"? How does the international economy work? 
This course will provide you with the basic concepts, approaches and topics in the scientific 
study of international relations. We will begin with the key concepts such as anarchy, power and 
the international system, followed by the main approaches that we adopt to understand and 
explain international affairs such as realism, liberalism, and constructivism. We will then move 
on to discussing the major topics in international relations, including international organizations, 
the global economic order, terrorism, climate change and human security. The main approaches 
that we study in the first part of the course will guide us as we understand and discuss the 
historical and contemporary issues and challenges in international relations in the second part. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
At the end of this course, you should be able to: 

1.   Discuss current world events using the key concepts and theoretical approaches of 
International Relations.  

2.   Compare and contrast the mainstream as well as the critical theoretical approaches in IR 
and point out their strengths and weaknesses.  

3.   Identify power inequalities between states and regions, and reflect on these equalities in 
their historical contexts. 

4.   Observe when and how domestic and international politics converge. 
5.   Comment intelligently on U.S. foreign policy.  
6.   Demonstrate awareness of global interconnectedness especially in the contexts of climate 

and environmental politics, security, the economy, global health, and immigration.  
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Course Policies: 
 

1.   Participation etiquette: The way we use English in our everyday online environment 
tends to be more casual, but do not forget that this is an online course. It is imperative 
that you avoid using colloquialisms, emojis, abbreviations, etc. in your Blackboard posts. 
Your discussion participation will be graded down if your posts suffer from sloppy 
writing (grammatical errors, punctuation, colloquialisms, etc.) 

 
2.   FAQ on Blackboard: In addition to the office hours listed above, there is a separate 

thread under Discussions where you can ask questions about the lectures, class 
discussions, etc. In other words, this thread will mimic the classic classroom environment 
where you can raise your hands and ask questions to me. If you have a question, I 
encourage you to post it on the board rather than emailing it to me, so that your 
classmates can also benefit from the exchange. Do not hesitate to email me if you have 
more specific questions though.  
 

3.   Email policy: Since this is an online course, email will be a frequent form of 
communication. Please use your UIS account and check it frequently: I will use your UIS 
emails when contacting you personally, and your emails will avoid my spam filter if you 
use your UIS account when contacting me. Needless to say, I expect you to follow 
proper, professional email etiquette. 
 

4.   Assignment submissions via Turnitin: Midterm and final assignments will be 
submitted through Blackboard’s Turnitin interface. Turnitin helps you avoid committing 
plagiarism (more on that below) by providing originality reports on your assignments. 
Whenever you submit an assignment via Turnitin, the system sends a submission receipt 
to your email address. Make sure that you have the submission receipt—if you don’t see 
it, then it means I have not received your assignment.  

 
Required Texts: 
 

1.   Textbook: Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse. (2014). International Relations, 
2013-2014 Update, 10/E (10th Edition). Pearson. ISBN-13: 9780205971367 
 
We will use the Goldstein-Pevehouse (GP) volume as our main text. The book is 
available at the UIS Bookstore. A copy of the book is also available at the Brookens 
Library’s course reserve.  

 
2.   Blackboard: In addition to the textbook, we will read at least one recent news/journal 

article each week to help contextualize the topics with current international events and 
debates. You can access these readings from their weekly folders on Blackboard 
(http://bb.uis.edu) under Course Materials. 
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Course Requirements: 
 

(1) Lectures: You are required to study the weekly lectures and watch the videos where 
provided. These materials will be posted on Blackboard by Monday 1pm of each week, under 
Course Materials, in the relevant weekly folder.  
 
(2) Bi-weekly online tests: Every other week starting from Week 3, you will complete 
online tests. These tests will assess whether you have completed that week’s readings and lecture 
material. Each test will take about 20-25 minutes, where you will answer a series of True/False 
and multiple-choice questions. This assignment will take place on Blackboard, under that week’s 
folder. I will post the assignment on Monday alongside the lecture slides. You have until 5pm 
Sunday evening to complete this assignment. Each online test will be graded out of 20 and will 
count toward 4% of your overall grade. Weekly grades will be posted on BB. 
 
(3) Bi-weekly current events discussions: Starting from Week 2, on the weeks when we 
do not have online tests, we will have current events discussions on Blackboard. You will find 
three questions at the end of the lecture slideshow, which will address current issues in 
international politics and ask for your analysis.  

(A) You should respond to one of these questions (minimum length: 100-150 words). In 
your analysis, you should utilize what you have learned that week in class. This part must 
be completed by 5pm Friday evening.  
(B) Next, you should react to one of your classmates’ posts (minimum length: 100-150 
words). Of course, you are free (and encouraged, but not required) to react to multiple 
posts and spark further debate. This part must be completed by 5pm Sunday evening. 

 
Discussion participation will be graded out of 10. Both components should be completed on 
time. Incomplete participation (posting only Part A or Part B, but not both) receives 0.  
 
Your discussion participation should demonstrate how you apply that week’s topic to reflect 
upon my question, and upon your classmate’s discussion post. This assignment will take place on 
Blackboard, under the weekly discussion thread. I will read and post comments on the thread on 
the following Monday and wrap up the discussion before we start the new topic.  
 

BEST DISCUSSION POSTS (You can refer to these tips as a general grading rubric): 
•   Demonstrate that you have done the weekly readings and studied the lecture. 
•   Include quotes from the course material to illustrate arguments where applicable, with 

proper citations. 
•   Provide insightful comments and critical analysis. 
•   Do not include too many direct quotes (I want to read your own words!)  
•   Meet the minimum word count for each component of the discussion without ‘fluff’: no 

unnecessary fillers, and no superfluous information.  
•   Do all of the above using proper grammar and punctuation.  
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(4) Midterm Exam (to be distributed on October 16th): The midterm exam will 
assess your understanding of the course material and your ability to critically discuss the 
concepts covered in the first seven weeks. It will be a short answer-type exam, where you will be 
given 5-6 questions and will write 1-2 paragraphs on each question. I will post the questions at 
10am on Monday, October 16th. The answers are due on Friday, October 20th by 5pm via 
Turnitin on Blackboard.  
 
(5) Final Exam (to be distributed on December 4th): You will have a comprehensive 
(cumulative) final exam. This will be an essay-type exam, where you will choose two questions 
from a pool of 5-6 questions. Each answer will be 3 double-spaced pages (Times New Roman, 
12-point font), with a fourth page for bibliography. The questions will be ‘integrative’: they will 
ask you to combine your knowledge across multiple weekly topics. I will post the questions on 
Monday, December 4th at 10am. The answers are due on Monday, December 11th by 5pm via 
Turnitin on Blackboard.  
 
Late policy: 
 

•   Bi-weekly online tests will no longer be available after Sunday 5pm. 
•   Late discussion posts lose 1 point. Example: If you post your response after Friday 5pm 

or post your reaction to a classmate’s question after Sunday 5pm, you will lose 1 point. If 
you post both components late, you will lose 2 points. (Graded out of 10.)  

•   Late exams lose 10 points within the first hour after the deadline, 15 points thereafter. 
(Graded out of 100.) Exams submitted after 24 hours will not be accepted.  

•   No exceptions unless you have a documented medical emergency.  
 
Methods of Evaluation:  
 
Online tests: 5 x 4% = 20%  
Current events discussion: 6 x 4% = 24%  
Midterm exam: 24% 
Final exam: 32% 
 
Grading: 

100 – 93% A   
92.9 – 90% A-   
89.9 – 87% B+   
86.9 – 83% B   
82.9 – 80% B-   
79.9 – 77%  C+   
76.9 – 73% C   
72.9 – 70%  C-   
69.9 – 67% D+   
66.9 – 60% D   
59.9 – 0% F   
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Academic Citation Etiquette:  
 
Whenever you turn in a written assignment, you are required to cite your source if: 
 a) You use a direct quote from a book, article, website, etc., or 

b) You paraphrase a chunk of text from the book, article, website, etc., or 
 c) You present a theory, argument, opinion that does not belong to you.  
 
It is okay—in fact, it is appreciated—to acknowledge other people’s ideas, theories, or 
arguments. It takes time for all of us to develop our own original ideas. Essentially, providing 
correct citations allows you to show that you are borrowing from existing sources to develop 
your own answer. This is perfectly fine!  
 

How to cite your sources 
In-text citation: Let’s say you are going to use a direct quote from the GP textbook. Here are a 
few ways to give in-text citations: 

1.   Goldstein and Pevehouse (2014: page number) argue/say/state/etc. that “direct 
quote goes here.”  

2.   “Direct quote” (Goldstein and Pevehouse 2014: page number).  
3.   If you are paraphrasing, you could still cite GP as shown either in (a) or (b), 

depending on how you construct your sentence. 
 
Bibliography: At the end of your written assignments, you are required to provide a list of 
sources that you have utilized for the assignment. Use the templates in the following link to 
construct your bibliography:   
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/DocChicago_Bibliography.html 
 

WIKIPEDIA IS NOT AN ACADEMIC RESOURCE. 
Please do not cite Wikipedia, History.com, About.com or similar sources in any 

assignment.  
 

Failure to comply with the citation etiquette leads to plagiarism.  
Please read the UIS academic integrity policy below. 

 
UIS Academic Integrity Policy: 
 
I support the UIS policy on Academic Integrity, which states, in part: “Academic integrity is at 
the heart of the university’s commitment to academic excellence. The UIS community strives to 
communicate and support clear standards of integrity, so that undergraduate and graduate 
students can internalize those standards and carry them forward in their personal and professional 
lives. Living a life with integrity prepares students to assume leadership roles in their 
communities as well as in their chosen profession. Alumni can be proud of their education and 
the larger society will benefit from the University’s contribution to the development of ethical 
leaders. Violations of academic integrity demean the violator, degrade the learning process, 
deflate the meaning of grades, discredit the accomplishments of past and present students, and 
tarnish the reputation of the university for all its members.” 
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Academic sanctions range from a warning to expulsion from the university, depending on the 
severity of your violation and your history of violations. Whatever the sanction, I will file a 
report of academic dishonesty to the Office of the Provost. 
 
You are responsible for understanding and complying with the UIS Academic Integrity Policy 
available at http://www.uis.edu/academicintegrity. 
 
Academic Accommodations:  
 
Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability. Please 
notify me during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course. Late 
notification may cause the requested accommodations to be unavailable.  
 
All accommodations must be approved through the UIS Office of Disability Services (ODS) in 
the Human Resources Building, Room 80. Phone: 217-206-6666. Please also check:  
http://www.uis.edu/disabilityservices/ 
 
Campus Student Learning Initiative: 
 
This course is part of a project to evaluate student learning in ECCE Global Awareness courses. 
Student work products will be reviewed by a group of faculty researchers trying to measure 
whether students are learning what we expect them to learn. All names and identifying 
information about the course is removed from the student work products before they are 
reviewed. This project is institutional research and fulfills UIS' commitment to assessment and 
high-quality teaching and learning. If you have questions, please contact the Office of 
Undergraduate Education at 217-206-7413. 
 
News Resources: 
 
To follow international news, you can refer to the list of news outlets below: 
 

•   BBC News: http://www.bbc.com/news  
•   The Guardian: http://www.theguardian.com  
•   The Economist: http://www.economist.com  
•   Reuters: http://www.reuters.com  
•   The New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com  
•   The Washington Post: http://www.washingtonpost.com  
•   Al Jazeera: http://www.aljazeera.com  
•   Haaretz: http://www.haaretz.com  
•   EUObserver: http://www.euobserver.com  
•   France24: http://www.france24.com  
•   Spiegel Online: http://www.spiegel.de/international/  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1: August 28 – Main Actors & Concepts in IR  

•   GP Chapter 1 + Course syllabus 
•   Icebreaker assignment: Introduce yourself – tell us what makes you interested in IR! 

 
Week 2: September 4 – Realism in IR (Discussion) 

•   GP Chapter 2 
•   James D. Fearon. (2017) “The big problem with the North Koreans isn’t that we can’t 

trust them. It’s that they can’t trust us.” The Washington Post (Monkey Cage). 
 

Week 3: September 11 – Liberalism & Social Theories in IR (Online test) 
•   GP Chapter 3 
•   Kathy Gilsinan. (2016) “The Myth of the ‘Female’ Foreign Policy.” The Atlantic.  

 
Week 4: September 18 – Looking Inside the State: Foreign Policy (Discussion) 

•   GP Chapter 4 
•   Stephen R. Weissman. (2017) “Congress and War: How the House and the Senate Can 

Reclaim Their Role.” Foreign Affairs.  
 

Week 5: September 25 – International Conflict (Online test) 
•   GP Chapter 5 
•   Adam P. Liff. (2012) “Cyberwar: A New ‘Absolute Weapon’? The Proliferation of 

Cyberwarfare Capabilities and Interstate War.” Journal of Strategic Studies 35(3): 401-
428. 

 
Week 6: October 2 – Military Force, Weapons & Terrorism (Discussion) 

•   GP Chapter 6 
•   Micah Zenko (2015) “The Great Drone Contradiction.” Foreign Policy.  

 
Week 7: October 9 – International Organizations, Law & Human Rights 
(Online test) 

•   GP Chapter 7 
•   Chris McGreal (2015) “70 years and half a trillion dollars later: what has the UN 

achieved?” The Guardian. 
 

Week 8: October 16th – No class. Midterm exams due October 20th by 5pm. 
 
Week 9: October 23 – International Trade (Online test)  

•   GP Chapter 8 
•   “America, China and the risk of a trade war.” (2017) The Economist.  
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Week 10: October 30 – Global Finance & Business (Discussion) 
•   GP Chapter 9 
•   “Why people are going crazy over bitcoin and other digital currencies.” (2017) The 

Washington Post.  
•   “Are cryptocurrencies about to go mainstream?” (2017) The Guardian.   
•   “How two countries helped drive the recent rise in cryptocurrency prices.” (2017) 

TechCrunch.  
 
Week 11: November 6 – International Integration & the European Union 
(Online test) 

•   GP Chapter 10, read 354-370 only. 
•   John McCormick (2008) “What is the European Union” in Understanding the European 

Union, pp. 1-21. 
•   “Creaking at 60: The future of the European Union.” (2017) The Economist.  

 
Week 12: November 13 – Environment & Population (Discussion) 

•   GP Chapter 11 
•   Simon Dalby. (2016) “Environment and International Politics: Linking Humanity and 

Nature.” E-International Relations.   
•   Optional: Public Opinion and Trump’s Decision on the Paris Agreement. (2017) Gallup.  

 
Week 13: November 20 – The North-South Gap, Colonial & Post-Colonial 
Era (No assignment) 

•   GP Chapter 12 
•   Pierre Buhler. (2011) “The Shrinking North.” Project Syndicate.  
•   Lamis Abdelaaty and Rebecca Hamlin. (2015) “Migrants’ or ‘refugees’? It’s the wrong 

question. Here’s how to help the people fleeing to Europe” The Washington Post. 
•   No assignment this week. Happy Thanksgiving!  

 
Week 14: November 27 – International Development & Foreign Aid (Discussion) 

•   GP Chapter 13 
•   Robert Picciotto. (2009) “Aid Pessimism: Myth and Reality.” Open Democracy.  
•   Jeffrey D. Sachs. (2012) “Aid Works.” Project Syndicate.  

 
Week 15: December 4 – Revision & Final Thoughts  

•   GP Chapter 14 Postscript, pp. 499-500. 
•   Top Risks 2017. The Eurasia Group. https://www.eurasiagroup.net/issues/top-risks-2017 

(Link also on Blackboard. Read the front page only. Now that we’re looking back at 
2017, think about whether the EG’s risk assessments were on point.) 

 
 

Final Exam distributed on December 4th, due December 11th by 5pm. 


