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Big Idea —  Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of Heaven. To 
enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and flow out of an available 
vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and how anyone who desires it can be 
a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

• Week 1 — Thy Kingdom Come 
Our human nature does not naturally fit into the kingdom of Heaven; we must be transformed to 
live in His realm.

• Week 2 — Yesterday 
God poured out the Holy Ghost in a significant and powerful way on the Day of Pentecost (the 
initial outpouring) and in the early years of the twentieth century. This lesson highlights the 
characteristics of those groups of people and how they prayed and believed for God’s kingdom 
to come in their lives.  

• Week 3 — Today
If we have His Spirit flowing through us in prayer, His words being planted in us through Bible 
study, and His will replacing our will through fasting, others will see Him and His kingdom 
established wherever we are.

• Week 4 — Forever 
Aligning with the kingdom of God gives us an understanding of eternity and births a burden 
for the gospel. Through this understanding we can not only know God and experience Him for 
ourselves, but we can turn around act as God’s ambassadors to a lost world.
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with 
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching. 
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply 
the truth in their daily lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with 
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible 
with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of 
the Arrive options.
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Series Big Idea
Jesus began His ministry on earth by proclaiming the coming of the kingdom of 
Heaven. To enter the Kingdom now and in eternity, the Kingdom must come in and 
flow out of an available vessel. This series focuses on the elements of the Kingdom and 
how anyone who desires it can be a vessel for the glory, power, and authority of God. 

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Matthew 6:10

BOTTOM LINE
If we have His Spirit flowing through 
us in prayer, His words being planted 
in us through Bible study, and His 
will replacing our will through fasting, 
others will see Him and His kingdom 
established wherever we are
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Week 3 — Today
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Discussion  
Option 2 — What Happens When . . .  
Option 3 — Word Relay (Middle School Option)

A. Thy Will Be Done 
B. The Day to Day
C. Preparing the Way

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. Sharing John’s Purpose 
B. Practical Application
C. Taking It by Force

Option 1 — Prayer 
Option 2 — Practical Evaluation

4. ARRIVE
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LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Discussion   
A. What is the hardest thing about living for God? 
B. How difficult is it to establish a daily relationship with Him?
C. What are things have helped you in becoming closer to God and His will?

Option 2 — What Happens When . . . 
A. Lead students in discussing the following scenarios:

1. What happens when you are faced with a decision about your future?
2. What happens when what you thought was your purpose doesn’t work out?
3. What happens when you have a right to do something, but it may not be the right thing 

to do?
4. What happens when you want something that is not good for you or not acceptable to God?
5. What happens when something makes you happy, but God asks you to give it up? 

B. Ask students how and why they chose their answers.

Option 3 — Word Relay (Middle School Option)
A. Before class write the words of Matthew 6:10 on small slips of paper and place in scrambled 

order on one side of the room.
B. Challenge the group to assemble the words to the verse in correct order. However, the class can only 

send one person at a time to retrieve a single word. Additionally, the person retrieving the word 
must wear a blindfold, and the class must call out directions to help the person find the words.

C. After the verse is assembled in correct order, ask the group how the instructions the group 
called out compares to our need for prayer to find direction from God to pursue His kingdom.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Thy Will Be Done 
1. The most important factor in seeing God’s kingdom come in us and around us is developing a 

desire for His will over our own. 
a. Read Matthew 6:10.
b. The word will in this passage holds a lot of power. The original Greek word means:

(1) what one wishes or has determined shall be done;
(2) the purpose of God;
(3) what God wishes to be done by us—commands, precepts;
(4) choice, inclination, desire, pleasure. 

2. This means that for God’s will to be present in our lives, to see His kingdom established in us, 
we must let go of our wishes, purpose, choice, inclination, desire, and pleasure. 

(1) We let go of what we wish for our lives—fame, money, position, love, popularity, 
and so on. 

(2) We let go of what we think our purpose is and allow God to birth His purpose. 
(3) We let go of our justified choices and, instead, take God’s choices. 
(4) We let go of our natural tendencies, urges, and feelings, and we take on God’s 

inclinations. 
(5) We let go of our special desires and pleasures and, instead, allow God to place desires 

and pleasures in us. 
3. To put it simply: we give Him all we have and take on all He wants to give us.

B. The Day to Day
1. One of the most difficult things to do is to take a biblical concept and actively apply it to 

our daily lives. Even though it is a start, knowing the concept and believing the concept are 
never enough. 

2. The specific ways to replace our will with God’s, as mentioned above, sound great in our 
minds. However, we may find it challenging as we get up and live each day.
a. What happens when you are faced with a decision about your future?
b. What happens when what you thought was your purpose doesn’t work out?
c. What happens when you have a right to do something, but it may not be the right thing 

to do?
d. What happens when you want something that is not good for you or not acceptable to God?
e. What happens when something makes you happy, but God asks you to give it up? 
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3. While these are just a few possibilities of what life may bring, they are very real. They are 
examples of situations that have caused many great people to reject God’s will and never see 
His kingdom in their lives. 

4. The question is: how do we live each day walking in His will and preparing a place for His 
kingdom to come? 

C. Preparing the Way
1. John the Baptist came to preach to the people that the Messiah had come. His job was to 

prepare the way of the Lord (Matthew 3:3). He preached, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). So is our job in every area of life—to prepare the way for 
Jesus to move and for His kingdom to be established. 
a. John understood that his will had to die for the will of the Master to exist (John 1:31). 

He had not even known Jesus before Jesus’ baptism. Yet John did the will of God so Jesus 
could be revealed to Israel. 

b. John was beheaded before he could see the full manifestation of what Jesus came to do. 
John suffered criticism and much discomfort to prepare the way for God’s kingdom. 

c. John’s life teaches us that 
(1) preparing the way will cost you everything,
(2) preparing the way is not popular,
(3) preparing the way requires a daily desire to do the will of God. 

2. John knew that nothing he endured or experienced was about him (John 1:6–9). He lived his 
life knowing it was all about the one who was coming after him—the one who would bring 
the Kingdom with Him. 

3. Read John 1:26–27.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. Sharing John’s Purpose 
1. Each one of us shares the same purpose as John: to prepare the way for God and the 

manifestation of His kingdom. While our days may not be filled with eating locusts, being 
called a wild man, and being beheaded, they should be filled with daily sacrifices that empty 
us of our will and replace it with God’s will. 
a. John’s message was: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). 

So it is in our lives. Repentance is a daily death of our will (I Corinthians 15:31), turning 
away from it and moving in the direction of God’s will. 

b. Daily death kills anything in us that will reject God’s will and allows a place for Him to 
manifest His kingdom in us. 

2. After repentance, we are empty. If we then turn toward worldly pursuits and fill up on those, 
our repentance will have been in vain. We must take our empty vessels and fill them with 
godly pursuits. This prepares our hearts and minds for His kingdom to be made manifest in us.  

B. Practical Application
1. What we invest in, digest, and dwell on determines how well we are preparing the way for 

God’s kingdom. 
2. In daily, private prayer time with God, we prepare our flesh—emptying out, denying fleshly 

pleasures, and positioning ourselves to hear from Him. 
3. Through daily, private Bible study, we build our strength through His Word, listening for 

His voice to speak through His Word. This is where we find direction for how He wants His 
kingdom to come that day—in us and through us. 

4. Through a consistent habit of fasting, we deny our human impulses. We consecrate our 
bodies for a deeper walk with God. This helps us prioritize His will and not our own. 

5. Both the early church and our elders had a hunger to see God’s kingdom manifest in their 
midst. They were willing to sacrifice time, fame, money, food, and every earthly pleasure to 
see this happen. 

C. Taking It by Force
1. Matthew 11:12 says, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” 
a. When we see the word violence, we think in terms of physical fighting. However, this 

passage is referring to the idea that the kingdom of God uses “force.” We force our 
dominion over the spirits of Hell, and we force our flesh to conform to God’s will. 
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b. The violent fight takes place in our flesh and in our spirit (Romans 8:7; II Corinthians 
10:4; Ephesians 6:12).

2.  Making way for the kingdom of God is proactive, never passive. 
a. We open the door; then He comes in. 
b. We obey the Word; then He honors it. 
c. We build our lives on His Word; then He protects us in the storms. 
d. We ask; then He answers. 
e. We give; then He blesses. 

3. Even though the ultimate power comes from God alone, He will not act without an invitation 
from us. He wants to dwell in and work through lives that have welcomed Him in, willingly 
praying the prayer, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.”
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer
A. Lead students through a prayer of repentance and through a process of emptying out to make 

room for God’s will and God’s kingdom. 
B. Pray that God will open students’ spiritual eyes to see the specific areas of their lives that need 

focus and may be hindering the kingdom of God from manifesting in them and through them.

Option 2 — Practical Evaluation 
A. For each student, prepare a sheet of paper with three sections: prayer, Bible study, and fasting. 

Leave room under each heading for students to write. Allow time for students to evaluate each of 
these areas of their lives honestly.

B. Then ask for volunteers to share an area they are having trouble with and their greatest challenge. 
C. Discuss ways to improve these areas by removing the distractions and obstacles. 


