
The Moon, The Stars and Man October 12/13, 2019
I. I want to let you in on a very embarrassing phone call I had years ago.  I think I’m finally ready to talk about it. 
-Back in high school, I was selected to represent my high school at a leadership conference in San Diego with hundreds of 
other teenagers. 
-I met a pretty girl who represented a different school in my hometown. 
-After the conference, I couldn’t get her off my mind…and I assumed that I was on her mind, too! 
-I told my best friend about her and how well we hit it off. 

• A few weeks after the conference, I decided to call her up on the phone with high hopes of kindling a friendship. 
-I had my best friend listen in on a spare phone line (did you ever do that?) 
-The phone call went something like this: 

oHello, Stephanie?  This is Travis (silence…Travis who?) 
o(OH NO!). Travis Osborne…we met at the leadership conference…you and I are from the same city…we were in the 

same small group for a couple of days…I’m the skinny but kind of cute guy with a horribly crooked smile…? 
oSilence….Oh….Hey…yeah…what’s up?  
o(she had NO IDEA who I was…and I knew it…and so did my best friend snickering on the other end of the line!) 

• At this point, I’m regretting two things: 
a.I never should have called her. 
b.I NEVER should have invited my best friend to listen in on the other line! (I couldn’t pretend that it never happened…

he would be happy to remind me!) 
• I don’t remember how the phone call ended…I think I blacked out from the pain. 
• What hurt the most was the fact that she had NO RECOLLECTION of me. 
-I was not on her mind; she was not thinking about me. 
-I was insignificant, of no value, and not worthy of a second thought. 
-I felt small.  Very, very small. 

A.  .  Which leads to a deeper question we ALL ask at times: 
•Does ANYONE know me…or even want to? 
•Does ANYONE care enough about me that I would be on their mind? 
•Do I matter?  
•What is my place, what is my purpose here in this world? 

“For the most part, people want to be acknowledged.” – Mark Waltz 
B.  In a world of 7 billion people, we can feel LOST, UNKNOWN, without PURPOSE or MEANING. 

•This feeling is growing among our young people. 
•While we can be connected with people all the time…anxiety & despair are increasing to dangerous levels. 

C.  Add to this our questions of existential angst: 
What Am I? Who Am I? Why am I here?...we might conclude with TV Doctor Gregory House of the show House, M.D. 
“We are just a bag of cells and waste with an expiration date.” 

D.  But God in His Word tells a different story…a better story…the true story of our place and purpose on this earth! 
E.  Psalm 8 
-This psalm of David is a hymn about CREATION and centers on the place of humans IN God’s creation.  Let’s read these 9 
verses in their entirety:  
-Psalm 8 (NKJV) 

1 O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory above the heavens! 
2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your enemies, 
That You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 

4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 

5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, 

7 All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the air,And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas. 
9 O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth! 
F.  This psalm opens and begins the same: 
  (v. 1) “O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is YOUR NAME in all the earth!” 

oIt is THEOCENTRIC rather than ANTHROPOCENTRIC 
oWhile it will reflect on the meaning & significance of MAN, our origin and purpose begins and ends with GOD. 
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(v. 2) Out of the mouths of tiny babies, God has ordained/established strength. 

- this illustrates a common theme of God’s Word:  weakness is turned  
into strength! 

-What is more dependent and vulnerable than a nursing baby? 
-Yet even the nastiest & scariest of all enemies will be silenced by the cry of God’s children. 
-HIS STRENGTH is displayed through HUMAN FRAILTY. 

G.  In verse 3, we get a clue into WHERE the psalmist was when he wrote this…what caused this hymn of praise:  
(v. 3) When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,  
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained,  He was star gazing! 

•When the writers of the Bible wanted to express something to vast to be counted or even comprehended, the turned to the 
image of the night sky. 

- When is the last time you’ve marveled at the moon and stars and felt dwarfed to insignificance the immensity of the universe?   
H.  The LARGENESS of the night sky causes the psalmist to reflect on the SMALLNESS OF MAN in the midst of a universe that 
engulfs him.  “When I consider the heavens, moon, & stars…” 
(v. 4) 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 
I.  Why would the God of creation BOTHER to pay attention to us? 

•  We’re but tiny specks!  Aren’t we just bags of cells & waste that are going to expire? 
J.  But God, in His grace, is MINDFUL of man… 

• He thinks about us…God remembers you…like I remember my own daughter who is spending a semester in Arizona…
the distance vanishes as my mind calls her to my attention.  

K.  God VISITS man…meaning to “seek out, long for, take care of”.  He remembers us by lovingly acting on our behalf. 
L.  It’s as if God is constantly calling to mind EACH one of us (including YOU), seeking YOU out to lavish His care upon you. 
Because God is gracious, He has chosen to bestow good gifts upon us: 
M.  (v.5) 5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels,  And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 
(v.6) 6 You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;  You have put all things under his feet, 

(v.7) 7 All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field, 
(v.8) 8 The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas. 

N.  So not only is God mindful of us and actively caring for us…God has valued us by giving us POSITION in creation  
oa little lower than the angels…elevated status…promotion (which we did nothing to deserve...) 

a.God has CROWNED US to share in HIS glory and HIS honor. 
oWe didn’t earn glory & honor…God graciously shares with us what belongs to Him) 

a.God made us to HAVE DOMINION over His creation. 
oPutting all things UNDER our feet. 
oGod is extending His authority through us…by giving us charge over what He has created. 

(Whoah!  I have a hard time letting my kids use my riding lawnmower which cost a thousand bucks!) 
O.  These are all characteristics of GOD HIMSELF that He graciously gives to men & women to allow HIS MAJESTY, HIS 
EXCELLENCE to be displayed over all the earth! 
P.  Where did David, the psalmist, get this information that man & woman were made by God with honor & glory to represent 
him as we rule over what His hands created??? 
II.  Turn with me to the first chapter in the Bible:  Genesis 1:26 
A.  Genesis 1 & 2 give the accurate account of human origins. 

•  These two chapters teach us about: 
a.God and His relationship to the world 
b.Humans and their relation to God and the world 

B.  Made on the 6th day, Man and Woman are the PINNACLE of creation. 
(tell your neighbor:  you are the pinnacle of creation!...sounds like a cheesy Christian pick up line) 

Genesis 1:26-28 (NKJV) 
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  
28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
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C.  It has some of the same language as Psalm 8, right? 
D.  What does it mean to be made in the “image” & “likeness” of God? 

oHistorically, people have pointed to characteristics like: 
oOur morality (sense of right & wrong) 
oOur rationality (ability to reason) 
oOur spirituality (ability to relate to God) 
oOur Judiciality (legal system based on good and evil) 
oOur Capacity for Art&Beauty (don’t find animals painting Mona Lisas!) 

•While these are all true…and they do separate us from animals…it’s best for us to simply examine the words “image” and 
“likeness” and what they most likely meant to the first readers of Genesis. 
•Both the Hebrew word for image (tselem) and likeness (demut) indicate something that is SIMILAR but NOT IDENTICAL to 
that which it represents. 

♣So, humans are NOT God but we are made in God’s likeness. 
•What does an image do?  Images are created to IMAGE. 

oYou create a sculpture or likeness of someone to display something about that someone. 
oYou put that image/likeness in a public square because you want others to look at it and think about the person it 

represents (their nobility, their strength, their courage…) 
!What would it mean if you created 7 BILLION statues of yourself and put them all over the earth? 

♣It would mean you want people to notice YOU! 
♣God created US in His Image so that we would display or reflect WHO GOD IS…HOW GREAT HE IS. 

!Israel was commanded NOT to make any images of God.  Why? 
♣You can’t reduce the Creator God into any one created thing. 
♣People are not to make images of God…because God has already made images of Himself! 

!A king would place images/statues of himself around his kingdom to show where he rules. 
♣And humanity fills the earth to represent God and because He has delegated authority to us to care for His 

creation. 
F.  Did the Fall of Man (sin) destroy the image of God in us? No.  But it did deface the image of God in us. 
G.  It is distorted but not lost.  You and I have still been made in God’s image. 
 Genesis 9:6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.” 
 James 3:9 “[the tongue] With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude 
[likeness] of God.” 

i.God has crowned you with glory and honor by making you in His image/likeness. 
oYou have ROYAL STATUS! 

a.God has blessed us with VOCATION/Work by giving us DOMINION OVER His creation. 
oEvery human is God’s ROYAL STEWARD with the privileged task of RULING ON GOD’S BEHALF. 

III.  Reflections on Psalm 8 and Genesis 1: 
A.  God Made You (Psalm 8:5) 

oYou are NOT the product of CHANCE. 
oYou are designed, intended, and purposed by God. 
oYou are a conscious and deliberate act by God. 
oLet me say a word about the “battle” between SCIENCE and FAITH. 
!There is no battle.  Science and God are not at odds with each other. 

♣You may have heard someone say,  “I don’t believe in God; I believe in science.” 
♣Well I believe in God and science. 

oI think the conflict is in how we view science (our definition): 
b.A METHOD for studying the material world. 

♣We use measurement, experimentation, and repeated observation to learn about the world. 
i.A WORLDVIEW that says there is no God; the material world is the only reality and has no purpose. 

•As a Christian… a theist… I reject science as a worldview.  Listen: most early scientists were theists. 
oFor many of them, belief in God was their motivation for studying the natural world. 
oThe world is full of mysteries that God intended for us to explore. 
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oScience and faith go hand in hand; studying God’s creation was an act of worship for early scientists.  You may think 

you are just a bag of cells and waste with an expiration date. 
You are.  So am I.  Science informs us of this.   
The Bible says we are DUST…and to DUST we shall return. 
But God’s Word reveals we are SO MUCH MORE than just dust. 

oEver look into the eyes of a baby?  Your own child? 
oWhen my daughter was born and I looked at her…I was a goner! 
oYou could never convince me she was just a bag of cells. 
oI looked at her and I said, “God is real.” 
oShe was fashioned by God. 
oAnd so were you. 
oYou were called to unique relationship with God. 
oScience can help us understand WHAT we are… 

But the greater question is “Who does GOD say we are?” 
•I’m reading a book by Christian author Rebecca McLaughlin titled Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World’s 
Largest Religion 
•She says this in her book regarding Genesis 1 & 2: 

o“God could have begun the Bible with a detailed scientific description of the universe, 
Just as I could tuck my kids in bed at night and tell them they are mammals whose genetic identity arises from a 
combination of my DNA and that of their other progenitor. 

These statements are true…But right now, it’s more important for my children to know that  
I am their mother and I love them. In fact, if I gave them the scientific information without the relational 
information, I would be robbing them of the truth and utterly failing to meet their needs.” (page 121) 

•  Genesis 1 & 2 is not about ingredients and formulas. 
 It is God telling us: “I am your Father. I made you. I made you on purpose. I love you.” 

B. You Belong to God (you carry His image) 
• In Mark 12:13-17, an issue arises about whether or not to pay taxes to Caesar. 
-Having been brought a coin, Jesus asks, “Whose image is on this coin?” 
-The people answered, “Caesar’s image.” 
-Jesus said, “Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar, and give to God the things that belong to God.” 
What belongs to God?  Whatever bears His image belongs to Him. 

C.  God is Mindful of You 
 He is the God who sees you (El Roi, Genesis 16:13). 

4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? – Psalm 8:4You are on his mind. 
•  And He is actively caring for you. 
•  You are not abandoned. You are not forgotten. 
•  What is it you need today? 
•  What is causing you to despair?  Look up!  See the moon, the stars, and all He has created. 
•  He sees you.  Call out to Him over and over. 
•  Trust Him.  Take Him at His Word. 

• God was mindful of us when we rebelled against Him and were taken captive to sin and death. 
• God was mindful of our hopeless predicament. 
• God visited us in His Son Jesus Christ to take the punishment our sin deserved. 

•  God paid the ransom to bring us back to Him. 
• It wasn’t with silver or gold that God redeemed us, but with the precious blood of Christ. 

•  It is by God’s grace we are saved through faith. 
• It is God’s choice to set His affection on you, to crown you with glory and honor, and to bless you with good gifts and good 

work. 
• You are MORE than a bag of cells and waste with an expiration date! 
•  You are God’s Beloved, the object/recipient of His everlasting affection. 
•  So tonight, I challenge you to look up at the night sky…To marvel at the moon, the stars, and all God’s handiwork. 

• And as you do…when you become dwarfed to insignificance by the immensity of the universe… 
• Bask in the truth of Psalm 8 that God is mindful of you and caring for you…and He will never stop.
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