
Getting to Know 
Graphic Novels



Being surrounded by all these books gets you thinking. You feel in-
spired to write a story of your own! You’ve always liked illustrated 
stories like graphic novels, so you find a table to sit and draw. But 
wait—where should you start? You decide to do a little research be-
fore you jump in.

Covering the Basics

What makes something a graph-
ic novel? Similar to comic books, 
graphic novels use a sequence 
of artwork to tell a story. They 
include characters, such as su-
perheroes and villains. But they 
also tell a full story with a begin-
ning, middle, and end. Usually, there’s a problem to solve or a chal-
lenge to overcome.

Fantastic Fiction

Richard Corben’s 1976 graphic novel “Bloodstar,” one of the first-ever 
graphic novels, tells the story of a mythical hero and his past. Armed 
with a sword, he navigates adventures in a post-apocalyptic world. In 
the series “Black Panther: A Nation Under Our Feet,” author Ta-Ne-
hisi Coates brings readers into the resilient world of Wakanda and 
the battles of its fearless leader, T ’Challa, or the Black Panther. 

FU N FACT

The annual Eisner 
Awards—given out at 
Comic-Con International 
in San Diego, California—
recognize the best graphic 
novels of the year.

Peek into the pages of some incredible stories
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True Stories

Other graphic novels are nonfiction. That means they are true sto-
ries. Some graphic novels are memoirs, or stories about personal ex-
periences. “Grass” tells the painful story of Keum Suk Gendry-Kim, 
a Korean woman who was a hostage during World War II. Marjane 
Satrapi’s “Persepolis” is about the author’s childhood in Iran during a 
revolution and then a war.

Manga Mania

Manga is a comic and graphic 
novel style that originated in Ja-
pan. Most manga artwork is black 
and white. Manga is read right-to-
left, rather than how English-lan-
guage comics and books are read 

left-to-right. The style gained popularity in the 1980s with Japanese 
animator Osamu Tezuka, who created “Astro Boy.” Popular stories 
like “Dragon Ball” and “Sailor Moon” also started as manga series. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Some graphic novels, 
including “Persepolis” 
and “Sailor Moon,” 
were turned into 
movies or TV shows.

Reading a graphic novel

But not all graphic novels are about superheroes. Sometimes, they 
tell stories about everyday life. “Ghost World” by Daniel Clowes is 
a funny, fictional story about being a teenager in the suburbs. Nidhi 
Chanani’s “Pashmina” is about a young girl’s magical journey from 
California to India to learn about her past.


