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WE HAVE a strong sense of community in 
Titchmarsh and have pulled together to 
help each other like no other during the 
recent COVID-19 crisis.  Unfortunately, at 
present, we as a village, are at risk of losing 
the Wheatsheaf pub, which sits at the heart 
of our community and is the hub of the 
village, offering time out and enjoyment for 
many of us. 

Pubs, clubs and breweries have faced 
unprecedented challenges during the 
COVID-19 lockdown and we now need 
your help to ensure the survival of the pub 
during these difficult times. Stuart and the 
team have been working tirelessly to keep 
the pub operating, with takeaways and 
beer being offered throughout this period. 

We can all help bring as normal a life as 
possible back into our village pub if we are 
able. With this in mind, many of the 
villagers have already met with Stuart and 
his team to discuss how we can help. 
There is a working group already set up 
and there are a number of options available 
to us that can be tailored to fit our own 
means and circumstances. 

What could you do to help… 
• Set up a bar tab: We have worked with 

Stuart to see if he can provide a ‘reverse 
tab’ where we can pay any amount we 
wish in advance to have a drawdown bar 
tab that we can use anytime in the near 
future. This is a great idea and opportu-
nity to support the pub knowing you 
have a readily available tab to spend on 
your favourite drink or food.  Simply pop 
in to see Stuart, Gemma or Leon or ring 
to set up your tab (Tel: 01832 732203).  
There are no limits, simply pay for a tab 
that fits you and your circumstances, 
then enjoy using it! T&C’s will apply. 

• Pop in and visit: More flexibility is being 
offered by the team so you can just pop 
in as usual without the need for booking 
in advance. Naturally, any overcrowding 

will need to be managed and the team 
will ensure staff and customer safety at 
all times. Stuart is also looking at outside 
cover to fend off the weather for those 
that just generally feel more comfortable 
being outside. Making an effort to visit 
the pub will help the community keep 
this cherished asset and help guarantee 
it will be here for many years to come. 
The health and safety measures the team 
have taken do make it a safe and pleasant 
experience to still enjoy your favourite 
tipple or food. 

• Offer your services: The villagers have a 
plethora of skills that could be utilised by 
the pub to assist in making savings to the 
business. These services can be repaid in 
goods from the pub. 

It’s at times like this that we as a 
community can help those around us 
where we can.  Right now…. is one of 
those times where the pub really do need 
your help and support to ensure it 
continues to have a presence in our village. 
However you are able to do this will be 
appreciated and welcomed.   

Your village pub needs YOU! 

PETERBOROUGH Diocese has served notice on 
Titchmarsh Parochial Church Council (PCC) of its intention 
to sell a 10-year “development option” on 114 acres of 
Glebe Land between the A605 at Fisherman’s layby and 
Ranway.  This most unwelcome news has apparently been 
triggered by a financial crisis at the Diocese, caused largely 
by the covid-19 pandemic. The property developer 
purchasing the option would be responsible for defining a 
scheme and taking it through the statutory planning 
process. The Diocese currently envisages the site being 
developed into an industrial and logistics park.  

At an emergency meeting on 19th July the PCC voted 
unanimously to formally object to the Diocese’ proposal in 
the strongest terms, recognising the potentially huge 
impact such a development would have on the life of the 
village community. The PCC has 21 days to submit its 
objections to the notice in writing. Stephen Barber, Lay 
Chair of the PCC said, “We will be very robust in our 
response to Peterborough, but we also need to mobilise 
wider village support against this massively inappropriate 
proposal”.   

The PCC has briefed the Parish Council and is asking 
villagers to write to the Diocese.  An online petition has 

also been launched. More detail on how villagers can 
register their views is provided on https://Titchmarsh.info.   

The PCC’s objections will be considered by the Diocesan 
Glebe Committee before a final decision on whether to 
proceed with the option sale is made by the Diocesan 
Board of Finance. We will keep you posted.  

Diocese pushes for Glebe Land development

Turn to page 3 for a plan of the proposal
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News from the Parish Council
Newbrook Farm – 
Planning Decision 
On 8th July 2020, a recorded virtual 
meeting was held with ENC, where 
the Chair and Derek Ellis both had the 
opportunity to put forward the views 
of the village, in particular road safety 
issues. However, with a vote of 6:3 
along with two abstentions, the re-
application to change of use of 
agricultural land and buildings to 
haulage yard (a Sui Generis use) plus 
B1(C), B2 and B8 uses and erection of 
security fencing and gates was granted 
permission. There are a number of 
conditions which have been imposed. 

The village shop  
The village shop which has been 
invaluable during lockdown, is seeking 

planning permission to erect a larger 
shed in the pound for storage, along 
with an umbrella shelter and seating 
area.   
 

Footpath warden 
Louise Stokes has kindly agreed to 
continue in her role as footpath 
warden and so if you have any queries 
relating to pathways or gates, do 
contact the clerk who will forward this 
on. 
 

The Wheatsheaf 
With only one pub left in the village, 
and with the current climate, we must 
all give our support to the Wheatsheaf.  
Titchmarsh would be a poorer place 
without it. 

Speed Signs 
Lockdown and further research into 
the most appropriate model for the 
village have delayed installation. Now 
we are in the process of sourcing 
some battery powered signs which can 
be located in a number of positions in 
the village. In light of the ongoing 
concern at Islington, this is one 
location that we wish to use. Villagers 
will be notified as to the planned 
locations.  
 

Doggy bin 
A new poo bin will be installed in Tofts 
Close. There have been complaints 
again about mess being left. Please 
think of others and keep the village 
tidy. 

DURING Lockdown a 
number of budding 
artists submitted 
entries of their 
artwork which ranged 
from models to 
jewellery to paintings 
and photographs. We 
had to divide the 
entries in to two 
categories. Norma 
Gregory had the 
difficult task of judging 
these and here you 
can see some of our 
village talent! 
Thank you all for 
taking part.

Art competition proves a great success
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200 Club
The winners for June were: 
Maggy Chapman (109)  £13.50 
Geri Elliott (148)             £13.50 
Yvette Hooks (105)        £13.50 
M & M Alderman (36)    £13.50 
 
The winners for July were: 
Carol Matis (140)           £13.50 
Margaret Wilson (80)     £13.50 
Mrs Heafield (60)           £13.50 
Gemma & Leon (125)    £13.50 
 
Well done everyone! 
Thank you for your support.  
Stay safe and stay well. 

Mary Cheney and 
Caroline Hope 

Jackie’s story continued here...

Glebe Land development plan

l The proposed ‘development option’ between Fisherman’s Layby and 
Ranway is shown as the darker shaded area.

SADLY, as you are no doubt all aware, this 
year’s Show due to be held on August 8th 
2020 has been cancelled. There is to be a 
‘Micro Show’ instead with just 4 classes. 
1 The best allotment which will be judged 

in July. No entry requirements. 
2 The Wheatsheaf’s Tallest Sunflower 

Competition. A photograph of the 
sunflower should be sent to Stuart along 
with your name and location of the flower 
and its height either by email to info@the-
wheatsheaf.pub, via their Facebook page, 
or posted through his door by 31st July.  
This competition is open to all not just 
those who purchased seeds from The 
Wheatsheaf. Stuart will arrange for the 
judges to come and measure your flower 
if it is deemed to be one of the taller. 

3 Photo/Drawing competition which this 
year has only one theme ‘Lockdown’. For 
children age 6 and under and 7-12 years it 
is a drawing or painting. Adults and Teens 
13-19 years it is a photograph (max size 
A5). Please ensure that your name and age 
(Over 21 is allowed) and address is on the 
reverse. These can be delivered to a 

Committee member, or left in the desig-
nated box in the Village Shop. All entries 
must be in by 31st July. 

4 Heaviest Marrow no need to enter, just 
bring your big marrow to the Top Green 
(opposite the Village Shop) for 2pm on 
Saturday August 8th for weighing. 
There will be no entries fees, judges will 

be the normal experts, the winners will be 
announced on the Village website, in this 
publication, in the Wheatsheaf and in the 
Shop. All prize cards and trophies will be 
delivered to the winners. The only spectator 
opportunity will be the weighing of the 
marrow, observing social distancing rules.  It 
is hoped that the photos and artwork can be 
displayed on the Top Green on August 8th 
between 2pm and 4pm weather permitting. 

Further information is available from 
Committee members: 
Barbara Jenkinson 
barbara_jenkinson@yahoo.co.uk, 
Louise Jeffries louise.jeffries@outlook.com, 
Diane Newbold 
diane.newbold@live.co.uk, 
Janet Putley 01832 734599  

The Titchmarsh Flower 
and Vegetable Show

Finally a word 
from the Chair…. 
As you have no doubt read 
about the intention by Peter-
borough Diocese to sell off 
114 acres of agricultural land 
between us and Thrapston, 
Titchmarsh faces yet another 
challenge. This is a real 
potential threat to our village 
and I have faith in the fact 
that I know we will all rise to 
the occasion and register our 
views.  
On a lighter note, it has been 
heartening to know that 
villagers have continued to 
be neighbourly and kind to 
each other during these 
testing times. As lockdown 
relaxes, it is refreshing to see 
the community out and 
about more, enjoying our 
very special village. 
Stay safe. 

Sara Wilcox
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AUGUST 
2nd               Eighth Sunday after Trinity (P13)     
Readings:      Ps 17.1-7; Gen 32.22-31 &/or 

Rom 9.1-5; Matt 14.13-21 
9.00am            Holy Communion    Achurch                 Brian 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Liz/Beatrice 
 
9th                Ninth Sunday after Trinity (P14)       
Readings:      Ps 105.1-10; Gen 37.1-4,12-28 &/or 

Rom 10.5-15; Matt 14.22-33 
9.00am            Holy Communion    Titchmarsh            Beatrice 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Carolyn/Brian 
 
16th              Tenth Sunday after Trinity (P15)       
Readings:      Ps 133; Gen 45.1-15 &/or 

Rom 11.1-2a,29-32; Matt 15.10-28 
9.00am            Holy Communion    Pilton                     Brian 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Carolyn/Liz 
 
23rd              Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (P16)  
Readings:      Ps 124; Exod 1.8-2.10 &/or 

Rom 12.1-8; Matt 16.13-20 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Brian/Carolyn 
4.30pm            Family Service          On-line                  Carolyn 
6.00pm            Evening Prayer         Titchmarsh            Brian 
 
30th              Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (P17) 
Readings:      Ps 115; Exod 3.1-15 &/or Rom 

12.9-21; Matt 16.21-28 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Carolyn/Brian 
 
Note re Readings. We have been having a Psalm, Old Testament, 
Epistle and Gospel at our on-line services over the last four months 
which has facilitated greater involvement. As we tentatively move back 
to into Church for some services we are being encouraged to keep those 
services shorter and so for services in church for the time being I propose 
that we keep to two readings, either the Old Testament or the Epistle 
and the Gospel. 

SEPTEMBER 
6th                Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (P18) 
Readings:      Ps 149; Exod 12.1-14 &/or 

Rom 13.8-14; Matt 18.15-20 
9.00am            Holy Communion    Achurch                 Brian 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Liz/Beatrice 
 
13th              Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (P19) 
Readings:      Ps 114; Exod 14.19-31 &/or Rom 

14.1-12; Matt 18.21-35 
9.00am            Holy Communion    Titchmarsh            Brian 
10.00am          Morning Prayer        On-line                  Beatrice/Liz 
11am               Harvest                     Achurch                 Carolyn/Brian 
Readings for Harvest: 2Cor 9.6-15; Luke 12.16-30 
 
20th          Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (P20) 
Readings:  Ps 105.37-45; Exod 16.2-15 &/or 
                 Phil 1.21-30; Matt 20.1-16 
10.00am     Morning Prayer            On-line                  Brian/Carolyn 
11am          Harvest                         Pilton                     Liz 
Readings for Harvest: 2Cor 9.6-15; Luke 12.16-30 
 
27th            Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity (P21) 
Readings:  Ps 78.1-7; Exod 17.1-7 &/or 
                 Phil 2.1-13; Matt 21.23-32 
10.00am     Morning Prayer            On-line                  Liz 
11am          Harvest                         Stoke Doyle           Brian  
Readings for Harvest: 2Cor 9.6-15; Luke 12.16-30 
11.30am     Harvest                         Titchmarsh            Carolyn 
6.00pm       Compline                      Titchmarsh            Brian 

Note re On-Line Services. Attendance at our weekly on-line service 
has grown steadily over the last four months and in the light of this we 
have decided to try and keep it going alongside our tentative return to 
worship in our churches. If you would like to join in with our on-line 
services please contact Stephen Barber, Churchwarden at Titchmarsh at  
stephen.barber1956@outlook.com who will be pleased to help you do 
so.

SO, four months on we continue to edge 
our way out of lockdown. For some we 
are being too cautious, whilst for others 
relaxation of the measures put in place to 
keep us safe borders on the reckless. It is 
a challenging road to walk as individuals 
and as a society. 

Most days I manage to be positive about 
the future and my faith encourages me to 
be hopeful. Recently I’ve been encouraged 
by the lyrics of Stuart Townend’s modern 
hymn ‘There is a hope that burns within 
my heart’. I wrote about hope and 
recovery a couple of months ago and make 
no apology for continuing this theme for I 
believe we all need hope. Hope that the 
challenges and pain wrought by the coron-
avirus will not have the last word, hope 
that we can learn from what has happened 
and hope of a brighter future. You see I 
believe in a God of hope and I can’t help 
but be hopeful about what will come from 
this disaster. So, allow me to share a few 
more hopes with you now. I hope… 

… that despite its frustrations we 
appreciate how technology has enabled us 
to remain connected to loved ones but also 
realise it is no replacement for personal 

connection. I hope we’ll engage more with 
each other and less with our phones. 

… we don’t forget the risks doctors, 
nurses and carers have taken, the sacrifices 
they’ve made, and the crazy demands 
placed on them. I hope more of us stop to 
say thank you to those who keep us well.  

… we recognise the critical role nature 
plays in our well-being and stop destroying 
it, that more children choose to play 
outside over video games, and more fami-
lies make time for walks in our amazing 
countryside. 

… we re-evaluate how we spend our 
money, choose to spend more on 
supporting others through good causes, 
and treat ourselves to experiences rather 
than possessions after feeling the void of 
being isolated for months with all our stuff. 

… we continue to support our local 
shops and businesses that have served us 
so well. 

… that having been forced to slow 
down, we continue to seek quiet, and a 
better life balance in the future. That we 
take from this time and continue to appre-
ciate long conversations, meditation, time 

in the kitchen, the sound 
of birds outside, listening 
to music, reading, 
writing, and making art. 

… we carry with us the acts of kindness 
we have heard of and witnessed, 
remember the resilience of the human 
spirit, try to emulate those who have been 
a light in dark times, and remember that 
our actions really do matter.  

I hope that many more will discover the 
source of true hope in the God of all hope 
who is revealed in Jesus Christ, for to 
quote the lyrics of Stuart Townend’s hymn: 
There is a hope that lifts my weary head, a 
consolation strong against despair, that 
when the world has plunged me in its 
deepest pit, I find the Saviour there! 
Through present sufferings, future's fear, 
He whispers 'courage' in my ear. For I am 
safe in everlasting arms, And they will lead 
me home. 

So may the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit (Romans 15.13).  

Every blessing, Brian

Hope still burns
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Church Rotas for August & September 2020
  Date                                                      Flowers                       Time               Sidesmen                Intercessions           Readers 

9th August                      HC                    Mrs J Powell                 9.00am            Mrs J Powell                   tba                      tba 

23rd August                    EP                      Ms J Rowe                    6.00pm            Ms J Rowe                      tba                      tba 

13th September              HC                    Mrs S Wilcox                9.00am            Mrs J Powell                   tba                      tba 

27th September              Harvest             Miss J Finlayson            11.30am          tba                                  tba                      tba 
                                         Festival 

Compline                                                                                       6.00pm            tba                                  tba                      tba 

 
At the time of going to press I don’t know who is willing to go back into church, hence the tba’s 
If the date doesn’t suit please contact me on 732283 or at mailto:ju.powell@btinternet.com

WE are now half-way through the year, 
and what a lot of changes we have seen 
and adaptions we have all had to make. 
Who would have thought in January that 
our weekly church service would be 
“Virtual” using the technology that is in 
nearly every home. Our on-line service 
every Sunday at 10am has proved a real 
winner with around 30 to 40 people 
joining in every week, more than double 
what we would normally get into 
church and including people from other 
churches. 

Titchmarsh church has been open for 
private prayer and reflection for 3 
weeks now, and it is good to see that 
some people have felt able to go in. Be 
reassured that the seats have been set 
out socially distanced, there is sanitiser 
and the church is cleaned regularly. 

We are now allowed to hold services in 
the church with a maximum of 30 
people. We are in the process of doing 
Risk Assessments to see how we can 
manage this safely, and hope that by 
August there will be some services in 
the church alongside the Virtual service.  

For the foreseeable future we will 
continue with the On-line services so 
that no-one is excluded, especially 
those who do not feel able to go out 
and about just yet. This gives people the 
option to do whatever they feel most 
comfortable with. Everyone is welcome 
so if you are not already on the list and 
would like to be invited please contact 
Stephen Barber on e-mail 
“stephen.barber1956@outlook.com” 
for details on how to join us. 

Organ 150th Anniversary Concert – 
Unfortunately the main event has had to 
be cancelled, but we are still hoping to 
mark the anniversary on 17th October 
in some way and by the time of the next 
TT we will have a plan. 

Harvest Festival –  27th September. 
We will definitely be having a service 
but whether we can hold a Harvest 
lunch will depend on where we are 

with Covid19 restrictions at the time. 
Details will be posted on the website 
and around the village nearer the time. 
Jean Bussens Memorial plaque has 
now been authorised by the DAC. She 
was Churchwarden here for many years 
and did much to support the church 
ministry and restoration whilst she was 
alive. She generously made a large 
provision for the church in her will that 
has enabled us to carry on her good 
works. 
Summer Ball on 26th June 2021 – 
This is a definite date with hopefully 
things back to a new normal. Sarah and 
Helen will be working their magic on 
another sensational James Bond themed 
evening with live music and plenty to 
eat and drink.  
Floodlighting – now we are all out and 
about a bit more in the evenings we can 
appreciate the church floodlighting 
again. If you would like to mark a 
celebration, anniversary or remember a 
loved one by sponsoring the 
floodlighting for a week or more (£20 
per week) then please contact Jackie 
Rowe at : jackie.rowe@dsl.pipex.com 
01832 734435 
The Northamptonshire 
Cyclist’s Prayer 
Our Farthinghoe, 
Which art in Hellidon, 
Harrowden be thy name, 
Thy Kingsthorpe come, 
Thy Wilby done, 
In Achurch, 
As it is in Hellidon. 
Give us this day 
Our daily Ringstead, 
And forgive us our Kelmarshs, 
As we forgive those 
Who Kelmarsh against us. 
Lead us not into Hemington, 
But deliver us from Twywell, 
For thine is the Kingsthorpe, 
The Oundle and the Corby, 
For Everdon and Everdon, 
Woodend.

Benefice Youth Group 
Open to all young people of 
secondary school age.  

UNFORTUNATELY the Youth Group has 
not been able to meet due to the Corona 
virus regulations. When I wrote in the 
Pink Sheet last time I was hoping to set up 
a virtual youth meeting on line. With so 
many of the young people spending time 
studying on line, other youth leaders have 
found their groups didn’t want yet another 
Zoom meeting. However, with schools 
going back in September if it is still not 
possible to meet face to face I will set up 
a virtual get together. We will contact the 
members in the usual manner.  

Students about to start secondary 
school in September are now eligible to 
become members of the youth group. If 
you would like to join the group, or find 
out more about it, then please contact 
me. 

Have a good summer break from 
school work before September. 
Carolyn Brawn  07805 416947 or 
cabrawn@hotmail.com 
Or Caroline 07957 223027 / 
7churchesbenefice@gmail.com   

Benefice Bible study group 
ALTHOUGH we are unable to meet in 
church face to face the group have been 
meeting weekly on line. Every Wednesday 
morning we meet at 9am for about an 
hour ‘Using Got to a Meeting’. We are an 
informal  group reading from the bible and 
then discussing what we have read. At the 
moment we are reading from Acts which 
is all about how the teaching of Jesus 
spread from the first disciples to the wider 
world. If you would like to join us please 
let us know. Stephen will then send you 
the link for the meeting. 

Carolyn Brawn, Stephen Barber 
cabrawn@hotmail.com 
stephen.barber1956@outlook.com
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Fruit & Vegetable Growing Guide 
for August 
August, with a little luck, brings us the 
best of the summer weather but being 
the traditional holiday month it can be 
hard to keep on top of the vegetable plot 
with a fortnight away even if a neighbour 
can be persuaded to water as required. 

Sweetcorn in August 
The sweetcorn is as high as an 
elephant’s eye and soon the cobs will 
be ripe and ready. 

Direct Sowing in August 
There are still quite a few things you 
should be sowing in August. Spring 
Cabbage and Chinese cabbage, which 
is a late crop as well as hardy lettuce. 

Although we think of lettuce as a 
summer crop, it is a surprisingly hardy 
plant and under cloche and in the 
greenhouse can easily be available for a 
Boxing day salad rather than some 
tasteless import from sunnier climes. 

Sow spring onions like White Lisbon 
winter hardy which will grow, albeit 
slowly, to add zing to that salad along 
with some fast growing radishes. 

Late spinach can be sown in August 
along with a last sowing of kohlrabi and 
turnips. 

Planting Out in August 
Plant out the savoy cabbages and 
cauliflowers to grow on for the earliest 
crop as well as hardy kales. 

Cultivation, Pests & Problems 
Your runner beans will be at the top of 
the canes now so pinch out their 
growing tip to encourage bushier 
growth below. Pick all runner, climbing 
and dwarf beans regularly except for 
the haricot varieties such as Borlotti 
where we want the bean rather than 
pod for table. 

Stop tomato plants now to encourage 
fruit to swell and ripen. Stopping is the 
process of cutting off the growing tip 
so the plant’s energy is not diverted 
into foliage from fruit. Keep your 
tomato side shoots in check, you want 
tomatoes not masses of foliage. Ensure 
they are watered regularly, drying out 
prevents the plant from taking up 
sufficient calcium and the deficit causes 
blossom end rot. 

SUBJECT to significant conditions the 
government allowed churches to re-open 
for private prayer in June and for public 
worship (with social distancing and no hymn 
singing) at the beginning of July. There has 
however been no requirement for churches 
to re-open and it has been left to individual 
parishes to respond to this permission as 
they consider most appropriate. Any 
opening is subject to a satisfactory risk 
assessment and confidence that the 
guidelines to reduce the risk of virus 
transmission are appropriately 
implemented. At the time of writing the 
position in the Seven Churches Benefice is 
as follows: 

Titchmarsh is open each day for Private 
Prayer and will start holding 2 Services a 
month in church from August – see Service 
Table for details. 

Aldwincle is open for Private Prayer 
each Sunday and Wednesday from 10am – 
5pm. 

Clopton – details awaited 

Pilton – will resume a monthly service 
from August – see Service Table for details. 

Stoke Doyle – will resume one monthly 
Service from September – see Service Table 
for details. 

Thorpe Achurch – will be open each 
Saturday and Sunday for Private Prayer 
from 25th July and for one Service a month 
from August. 

Wadenhoe – is not anticipating opening 
before September. 

It is acknowledged that not everyone will 
be comfortable with returning to Church 
just yet and so it is our intention to continue 
to provide an on-line service at 10am every 
Sunday and a Family Service on the 4th 
Sunday of each at 4.30pm for the foresee-
able future. For details of how to join in with 
our on-line services please contact Stephen 
Barber, Churchwarden at Titchmarsh at 
stephen.barber1956@outlook.com.We will 
also continue to email copies of the Sunday 
sermon and prayers to all who wish to 
receive them. If you would like a copy and 
are not yet on the mailing list please drop 
an email to rectornv7@uwclub.net. 

The Church of England continues to 
provide a 24-hour free phone line for Chris-
tian worship and prayer, aimed at those 
who have limited or no access to the 
internet. Daily Hope offers hymns, prayers 

and reflections on freephone 0800 804 
8044). 

Help at hand - We continue to work 
with others in our communities to offer 
help to all who need it. If you need support 
at this time, please do not hesitate to ask. 
Please use your local contacts but if you are 
not sure who to turn to then for those in 
the Ecclesiastical Parish of Titchmarsh – you 
can contact Lucy Milner on 07885652670, 
email: lucy.milner@icloud.com and those in 
the Ecclesiastical Parishes of Stoke Doyle, 
Pilton, Wadenhoe, Achurch and Aldwincle 
can contact Carolyn Brawn on 
07805416947; 01933625052; email: 
cabrawn@hotmail.com 

Prayer – please continue to pray for all 
those affected by Coronavirus:  
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your 
mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from 
your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Harvest – as we go to print, we are 
anticipating that we will hold a small number 
of Harvest Services (see Service Table). On 
27th September the Harvest Festival at 
Titchmarsh at 11.30am in Church will, 
subject to fair weather, be followed by a 
socially distanced picnic in the churchyard 
and this will replace the usual on-line after-
noon Family Service that day. 

Aldwincle Plant Sale – Having started 
off lots of seeds for a plant stall at the (later 
cancelled) Open Gardens event in 
Aldwincle, I have, instead, been selling the 
plants at the Rectory gate. I would like to 
thank everyone who has bought plants to 
help Aldwincle Church. If you have had 
plants but still need to settle up, I will gladly 
receive what you owe! Please look out for 
later sales of produce and plants, and I still 
have a few chilli plants left! (Jacky With-
ington)   

Funerals since 24th April 2020 (there 
have been no Baptisms or Weddings) 

1st June – David MOORE (Aldwincle) 

5th June – Alfred HOLLAND (Titchmarsh) 

26th June – Kathleen DACK (Aldwincle)

Worship and our local churches 
– at last some good news! 

Titchmarsh Allo
blog for August 
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ANY NATURE reserve, as the name 
suggests, is a place providing a haven for 
wildlife: the Wildlife Trust manage all 
reserves for wildlife and visitor alike, 
making reserves great places for those 
interested in and appreciative of wildlife. 

The Trust's Northamptonshire team 
(handful of reserve staff) look after 40 
reserves across the county – the two with 
responsibility for Titchmarsh (amongst 
others) are Becky Mayes and Ian Hilbert, 
who work with graziers, contractors and 
a regular group of 6-8 willing volunteers 
to help keep the reserve's range of habi-
tats as well maintained as possible.  

During lockdown many will have been 
aware of greater levels of anti-social 
behaviour, including the loss of south hide 
which was burned down, saddening for all 
who respect nature.  

A few reasons why Titchmarsh is so 
special: this wonderful 76 hectare nature 
reserve is part of the Thrapston Gravel 
Pits complex (within the Upper Nene 
Valley gravel pits Site of Special Scientific 
Interest – SSSI). Three avocets were 
recently spotted in the Big Meadow, lots 
of little egrets, plenty of warblers, cuckoos 
and the occasional osprey doing some 
fishing, as well as a barn owl. The variety 
of habitats means many different species 
thrive — from spring, migrant birds start 
to arrive. Chiffchaffs, willow and Cetti’s 
warblers migrate from the Mediterranean 
and northern Africa to spend warmer 
months here, joining other breeding birds, 
great crested grebes etc. Spring is a great 
time for flowers: in the long meadow, 
great burnet, meadowsweet, red bartsia 
and meadow vetchling all bloom. These 
attract butterflies — common blue and 
small copper, and various dragonflies, 
including the rare hairy dragonfly and stun-
ning green and blue emperor.  

Upcoming work: 

Becky and Ian’s work list on the reserve 
includes overseeing ‘the grazing staff’ — 
there are Dexter cows at the Aldwincle 
end (including an unexpected calf) and 
sheep at the Islip end. These belong to 

graziers and help keep the vegetation 
down creating a nice short sward for the 
overwintering birds – this is what helps 
makes the site a SSSI. Three of the 
meadows will be cut for hay soon, and 
grazed afterwards. The path around the 
site will be mown regularly.  

In early autumn (once birds have 
finished nesting) hedges on the perimeter 
path will be flailed back to stop them 
encroaching on walkers, and before 
Christmas vegetation on the island will be 
cut to create space for nesting birds next 
year (see Youtube link below). They will 
also be removing willow and cutting some 
reeds in the reedbed in Big Meadow and 
cutting the fringing vegetation in big 
meadow so that ducks and geese have a 
clear view of the short sward meadow. 
They may remove some tall trees from 
the water/meadow edge, removing 
predator perches so that more birds might 
nest in these fields. Every week they will 
carry out a site check and litter pick — say 
hi if you see them! 

A few requests: 
• If you bring it in, take it out again — 

litter, dog poo (owners collect/remove 
please) 

• Dogs on leads  
• If you see anti-social behaviour (eg 

camping) please report to the police by 
ringing 101 

• No cycling on the reserve: it's not a 
bridleway 

• Respect others and your environment 

Links 
Titchmarsh NR www.wildlifebcn.org/nature-
reserves/titchmarsh 
Winter work at Titchmarsh   
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4A9RnClQ1b4 
Aerial views of Titchmarsh  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cn7wvBCf2g4 
Volunteer with the Trust  
www.wildlifebcn.org/get-involved/volunteer 
Join the Wildlife Trust  
www.wildlifebcn.org/become-member 

Supporting/joining the Trust helps all local 
wildlife, and allows the promotion of 
habitat for species across the county. 

The Wildlife Trust’s 
Titchmarsh Nature Reserve 

Keep on top of the pests. 
Aphids and Blackfly are a particular 
problem in the greenhouse although 
they are certainly about in the open 
plot as well. You can control them with 
pesticides or just wash them off many 
plants with a strong jet of water. 

A squirt with soft soap solution will do 
no harm to the plants and will reduce 
the numbers down by stopping the 
pests breathing. In the greenhouse the 
biological controls are most effective 
and don’t forget the traditional sticky 
yellow cards which attract the whitefly. 

Fruit 
If we do get a prolonged dry spell, 
don’t forget that that fruit bushes and 
trees need watering. Swelling apples 
and currants need water as much as 
leafy vegetables. Give a good soaking 
rather than little spinkles that 
encourage surface rooting. 

It’s the last chance for summer 
pruning. Watch out for overladen 
plums and damsons. If needed you can 
support branches by inserting a length 
of 2×1 notched at the top (like an old 
fashioned line prop) to support the 
branch or tie to the stem with robust 
twine. 

Keep the base of trees weed and grass 
free, mulch to keep in moisture and 
add fertility with garden compost. 

Protect autumn raspberries now with 
netting from the birds before the fruits 
arrive and the birds eat them. 

In the Greenhouse / Polytunnel 
Ensure good ventilation. It can get 
incredibly hot in a greenhouse with 
strong sun and scorch your plants. You 
should also consider shading the house 
either with blinds or films or with a 
shading wash 

Keep pinching off the side shoots with 
your tomatoes and stop them a few 
leaves after a truss by pinching out the 
growing stem. 

Keep an eye out for pests such as 
aphids, whitefly, red spider mite. If you 
are subject to attack by these pests it is 
worth checking out biological controls 
as these are perfectly safe to use and, 
used correctly, more effective than 
traditional chemical controls. E & OE

tment 



HAVING had two articles 
where we’ve talked about 
birds of prey, I thought for 
this edition we’d look at 
something slightly different; 
as we’ve just been through a 
beautiful spring (weather 
wise) let’s take a peek at 
some of the results of a bit of 
springtime avian lovin’. 
There are three species of 
Woodpecker that live in the 
UK: 
l Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker 
l Great Spotted 

Woodpecker 
l Green Woodpecker 
Unfortunately I have never 
knowingly seen a Lesser 
Spotted Woody; they are 
similar, but smaller than the 
Great Spotted but apparently 
spend most of their time 
higher up in the trees.  So in 
this article I’m going to focus 
on the Great and the Green; 
both of which you might see 
in your Titchmarsh garden or 
while out on walks. 
Here is a brief guide to the 
bird’s characteristics:   
l The Great Spotted is 

highly contrasted black 
and white; both male and 
female have a bright red 
undertail. 

l The male has a red patch 
on the back of his head 
while the female has no 
patch. The juveniles have 

a red crown. 
l Unsurprisingly the Green 

is a green/yellow colour! 
Both male and female 
have a large bright red 
crown that stretches 
down the back of the 
neck.  The male has a 
small red flash under his 
eye. 

l While the juvenile retains 
the red crown, its head 
and body have a 
distinctive speckled 
appearance. 

l The adult Green is roughly 
1/3rd larger (32cm long) 
than its Great Spotted 
(23cm long) counterpart. 

l While the Great Spotted 
will be seen, 
predominantly on the 
trunks of trees, the Green 
will also be seen on the 
ground feeding off ants. 

l Both species burrow 
circular nesting holes into, 
predominantly, rotten 
parts of trees.  

Techie stuff:  To photograph 
the Woodies in my back 
garden I had to keep a fair 
distance as both species are 
nervous birds and quick!  So I 
fitted my Canon 7D MkII 
DSLR with a 100-400mm 
zoom lens and added a 1.4x 
extender; this gave me a 
maximum focal length of 
560mm.  However, the 
Canon 7D MkII has a 

cropped sensor 
(1.6) which meant 
that in reality the 
focal length available was 
896mm compared to a full-
frame sensor camera! (Phew; 
if you’d like to know more 
about cropped v full-frame 
sensors, give me a call) 
There are both pros and 
cons to shooting with a long 
focal length; you need to be 
careful of camera shake at 
the higher end, but the 
shallow depth of field 
(amount of image in focus) 
has the effect of isolating the 
subject from its background 
giving a more pleasing image.  
The accompanying images 
show a female and juvenile 
Great Spotted and a juvenile 
Green with its dad. 
I hope y’all get to see some 
of our woodies as they are 
the most beautiful of birds.  
Carry on enjoying the 
marvellous wildlife we have 
in and around The ‘Marsh.  
Get out there (socially 
responsibly) with your 
cameras and don’t forget; 
always monitor your settings 
and adjust as required and 
practise makes perfect. 
All photography by Pete 
‘Moose’ Jousiffe. 

Moose 

The Great and the Green 

Great Spotted and Green 
Woodpecker – clear and sunny 
Camera:          Canon EOS 7D MkII 
Lens:               EF 100-400 IS II USM 

+1.4x Mk III 
extender 

Focal length:   up to 450mm 
equivalent to 720mm 

Shutter speed:1/320 - 1/1250 sec 
Aperture:        f8-f11 
Exp compensation: 0 EV  
ISO: 400 - 1600
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THIS LITTLE chap, actually he’s quite 
big at 4.5cm long and 6.5cm wide, 
arrived on our back door mat here in 
Titchmarsh in sweltering heat recently. 

We admired his statuesque appear-
ance and striking white spots on his 
wings, then set about trying to find out 
exactly which moth he is.   Paging 
through our Collins Nature Guide 

‘Butterflies and Moths of Great Britain 
and Europe’ didn’t help, he is so distinc-
tive and majestic we soon realised that 
he wasn’t included in that guide.   

So next a close up photo so we could 
see his markings, then we spent some 
time scrolling the internet to try and 
identify him. With the help of Butterfly-
conservation.org we identified him as a 

Poplar Hawk-moth [family Sphingidae], 
and three days later he is still our guest.  
We think he [or she!] may be a young-
ster, due to size, and we think he may 
have recently emerged from his 
chrysalis. 

What a lovely encounter with nature! 
Terry & Sylvia 

MANY thanks to those who volun-
teered to help with the 
maintenance of our SSSI at the 
bottom of Tofts field. We’re not 
ready to call on you yet, but we are 
delighted to have such a good band 
of volunteers ‘in waiting’.    

Progress is slow and the farmer is 
busy! However, we are partly 
responsible for the lack of action 
because of the beautiful wild flowers 
on site, the last thing we wanted 
was to have them mown down! 
Some of the wild flowers in the SSSI 
are here, they were photographed 
in early June in full bloom. These 
three are all mentioned on the orig-
inal description for the designation 
of this area as an SSSI. 

Titchmarsh Meadow – Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

l Ragged Robin

l Marsh Marigold l Marsh Orchid
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Catering for every event - Weddings, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Dinner 
Parties, Funerals, Christenings or just because.
Hearty, home-cooked food, tailored for your unique event.  From 
bu昀ets, to sit down meals, corporate lunches to picnic lunches.

Fiona Love
fiona.love@me.com

www.therusticcaterer.co.uk
25 High Street

Titchmarsh
07909 916 340 

WELL the pub has been reopened 
since 4th July and it has really been 
great to see you all again and we 
have loved welcoming you all back. 
Since the pandemic has hit, we 
have been closely following the 
government guidance with regards 
to re-opening – however business 
has been really quiet, with us only 
being able to accommodate 50% 
capacity, and bookings at a 
minimum. 
We had an extremely supportive 
meeting with some of the villagers 
just last week, support we were 
overwhelmed to receive. Stuart 
explained the current financial 
situation and explained that without 
your help, as villagers, we would 
have to unfortunately look into 
selling the business, with plans to 
put it on the market imminent. As 
always, with Titchmarsh, you all 
rallied together with some 
wonderful support and input – and 
the future now looks slightly more 
promising. A ‘pay it forward’ 
scheme has been suggested which 
would see customers paying a 
reverse tab, which they can then 
draw on against food and drink in 
the pub at a later date. The logistics 
of how this will work, and how we 
can get it into the till system is all 
being looked at behind the scenes 
and further updates will follow.  
There is no need to book at table if 
you want to come into The 
Wheatsheaf, however, a heads up 
would be great where possible so 
that we can adjust staffing and food 

prep. With us having to operate on 
limited capacity with tables spaced 
at 2m apart, at certain times we 
may be unable to accommodate 
you should you just ‘walk in’ – we 
may ask you to return a little later 
or there may be a delay in you 
being served. We are hoping with 
the additional seating now available 
in the marquee that this may not be 
necessary.  
So onwards and upwards as they 
say. With the uncertainty of how 
Covid will affect us in the coming 
months we have had to put some 
changes in place. Firstly, we have 
new opening hours which can be 
seen below. These are only 
temporary, and we may look into 
opening just the bar on Tuesday & 
Wednesday for drinks only should 
the demand be high enough. We 
have also reduced our menu 
options, hoping to save on waste 
and also prep time in the kitchen. 
This menu will be ever changing,   
again depending on demand and 
also availability from suppliers. 
Take-aways are available from 
Thursday – Saturday from our main 
menu and we can also do a take 
away roast dinner on Sundays.  
The village have kindly lent us their 
marquee which we have erected in 
the car park to give us extra 
covered outdoor seating for those 
that are still not quite ready to 
come inside the pub. We are 
looking into getting transportable 
screens also as well as a screen in 
front of the bar so that we can 

introduce bar service once again.  
Our monthly pub quiz is back. Sara 
Bettsworth has been keeping the 
village entertained during lockdown 
with an online quiz which we have 
been joining in via zoom. This 
month however, we welcomed 5 
teams into the pub to take part. 
Sara hosted from the bar area, and 
we played along with other teams 
who joined in via zoom. It worked 
very well, with an inhouse team 
winning – hooray!!! Under 
government guidelines, only 2 
households can join together inside 
and due to spacing we can only 
allow a maximum team of 4 people 
– 5 at a push! So, if you would like 
to join us in the pub for the next 
quiz, under the same format then 
let us know. The date for the next 
quiz is Thursday 13th August at 
8.30pm.  
Our new opening hours are, (these 
will be reviewed in line with 
business requirements):  
Monday  – Closed 
Tuesday – Closed 
Wednesday – Closed 
Thursday 5 – 11pm  (food 5 – 9pm) 
Friday 12 – 11pm (food 12 – 9pm) 
Saturday 12 – 11pm (food 12 – 9pm) 
Sunday 12– 7pm (food 12  – 4pm) 
Once again, we thank you all for 
your support. Without you, we 
cannot be us so it really does work 
both ways. If you have any 
suggestions, quirky menus or 
brilliant marketing ideas then please 
please get in touch.  

Stu, Gem & Leon 

New guidelines for going to the pub...
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AS WE come to the end of this 
academic year, we would very much like 
to thank everyone in the community for 
their continuing support for the school, 
particularly over the last few months. 

When I last wrote to you, we had 
completed a very successful Nativity 
play and were looking forward to the 
excitements and challenges of 2020. 
While we never know what lies ahead, I 
don’t think any of us really foresaw what 
the year would bring! 

But we have been open throughout 
the lockdown and we have been able to 
welcome a steady and growing stream 
of pupils each and every day. We were 
able to provide a service each day for 
key worker children and the numbers 
have continued to grow as the months 
have gone by. We were also able to 
welcome back our Reception class and 
our Year 1 class and our return rate was 
well over 90%, which is fantastic! 

Teachers also provided a range of 
work on the school website along with 
Virtual Maths and Sports Days, Science 
and Art competitions and lots and lots 
of different challenges. We had some 
amazing entries and some very happy 
children when they received their 
prizes! It has also been wonderful to 
receive so many positive messages from 
parents and the community and we 
were very touched to receive a lovely 
hamper from the Village Shop – it was a 
lovely surprise and kept us all going. 
Thank you so much! 

We’ve also been able to welcome our 
Year 6 pupils back for some special 
events to finish off their time at primary 
school in style and we’ve had Move Up 
Days for our other year groups so all of 
the pupils have been able to come into 
school to see us if they have felt able. 
The staff have put a huge amount of 
work into making sure the site is safe, 
socially distanced and constantly risk 
assessed so it has been very gratifying to 
see so many pupils coming in every day, 
happy and smiling and ready to learn! 
We have a full cohort of new Reception 
pupils coming in September and it is 
wonderful for us all to celebrate that the 
school is so popular and that we are full 
in so many of our year groups. Our 

reputation is spreading and it is lovely 
that everyone’s hard work is being 
recognised. 

So, as we close our gates for the 
summer break, I would like to thank 
everyone associated with the school and 
the local community for their fantastic 
support during what has been such a 
difficult time for everyone in so many 
ways. We have worked hard to ensure 
that the school remains a safe and happy 
place for our children and a comfortable 
and familiar place for them when things 
around them are constantly changing. 
We’re already gearing up for September 
and hope to have the whole school back 

together again when we reopen to the 
children on September 3rd. 

Please keep checking out our website 
for the latest news and we are hoping to 
launch our new website in the autumn. 
Lots to look forward to! 

In the meantime, thank you again for 
your support, stay safe and well over the 
summer and we are looking forward to 
working with you all again in the new 
academic year. 

Ed Carlyle, 
Executive Headteacher, 

Unity of Titchmarsh and 
Warmington Schools.

Hello from everyone at Titchmarsh Church 
of England Primary School 

We have a vacancy for 

 Afterschool Club Assistant 
Start date: Thursday, 3rd September 2020 

Pay Scale: Grade A, SCP 1, £17,364 per annum, on a pro rata basis 
We are looking for an enthusiastic team player to assist with the running of our 
established Afterschool Club. The ideal candidate will have a current ‘Food 
Hygiene’ certificate and should have an up to date First Aid certificate. 
Responsibilities: 
• You will assist in the serving of snacks to all pupils attending, and run activities 

for children, from 4yrs to 11yrs old, during this time 
• To provide a secure, safe, and stimulating environment for the children 
• To be responsible for an appropriate level of supervision during the 

Afterschool club 
• To aid the Afterschool Club Supervisor in the set-up of the club, prepare the 

children’s snacks and clear away, encouraging the involvement of the children, 
where appropriate 

• To communicate with appropriate adults with reference to the children’s 
wellbeing 

• To comply with school policies and procedures 
• To undertake any other duties, as may be required, to reflect the changing 

needs and circumstances of the afterschool club 
The post is a permanent position and the hours of work are 3.15pm to 6.00pm, 
Monday to Friday, term time only. 
Our School and all its personnel are committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of the children. This post is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure 
Application to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). 
Please email: bursar@titchmarshprimary.co.uk for an application pack. 

Ed Carlyle, 
Executive Headteacher, 
Unity of Titchmarsh and Warmington Schools. 
Titchmarsh – (01832) 732874 
Warmington – (01832) 280420
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IN A growing list of homes we have left in our rearview mirror, 
Titchmarsh must be the most beautiful. When our family moved 
here, we felt as if we had walked into a fairytale. Stonework, 
thatched roofs, and beautiful gardens made the village feel surreal 
and exciting to us. 

We find ourselves moving homes frequently as a military 
family, and it can be difficult to settle in. We found out quickly 
that beyond the brick and mortar was a beautiful community of 
people who understand the difference between a house and a 
home. 

You welcomed us with open arms in keeping with a long tradi-
tion of hospitality to Americans, stretching back to the second 
world war. Our sincerest of thanks go out to you for Friday treats 
after school from the Village Shop, dinner and coffee mornings 
at the Wheatsheaf, a world class pre-school and primary school 
where our children made fast friends and developed proper 
English accents. 

Thank you for watching over our children, bringing us flowers 
and food from your gardens, inviting us into your homes, and 
bearing with us while we adjusted to life in the UK.  We will miss 
our life at 31 Chapel St and forever look back fondly on our time 
here.  Until we meet again, much love, 

Matthew, Mindy, Rachael, Caleb, Judah and Samuel 
Fagan  

Hello from Ohio

A big thank you to Titchmarsh 
Times readers
I WOULD like to say a massive 
THANK YOU to everyone who 
donated to help me get my 
wheelchair — it finally got 
delivered at the end of July. 

I would like to pass a special 
thanks to readers of the Titch-
marsh Times, as through this 
article I received a donation 
from the Thrapston and 
Raunds Rotary Club and also a 
very generous donation from a 
mystery doner. 

Without these donations it 
would not have been possible 
to have purchased my fabulous 
pink wheelchair. 

It has meant that I can now 
lead my family from the front, 
which hasn’t ever been 
possible, although I possibly 
need some L plates, for a week 
or so anyway. 

Thank you all again. 
Sophie 
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• General gardening including hedge & tree trimming
• Landscaping
• Window cleaning – Pure Water
• Pressure washing – patios & driveways
• Gutter cleaning – Sky Vac

Call Ian Pritchett on 07394 198555 
or email masteroutdoor3@gmail.com

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE

Hello Everyone,   
AS I AM sure you are aware the preschool has 
been open since Easter and we now have our 
maximum allowed number of children in for 3 
days a week.  We are currently getting ready to 
say goodbye to our children who leave us to go 
to ‘big school’ in September and as we do this we 
have thought of how this year has been so 
different. We have missed our Easter Egg Hunt, 
Sports Day, Forest School visits, the Summer Fete 
and our end of term party, just to name a few.  

We plan to open in September, back to our 

normal days and hours (Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm), 
government guidelines permitting, and now have 
spaces available for children 2 years old and 
above. Please contact us on titchmarshabc@ 
hotmail.co.uk or telephone 07879072796 for 
more information. 

Finally, we would just like to say THANK YOU 
for the support that we have been shown from 
the village through these difficult times. We hope 
you have all managed to stay safe and well and 
that by the time we re-open in September, things 
will be returning back to normal.

THIS time last year, the village shop was 
on the verge of starting our 
refurbishment project, with new 
flooring, redecoration and a new chiller. 
The move to set up a temporary shop in 
the Clubroom during one of the hottest 
weeks of the year was certainly 
challenging, and we were not thrilled 
when our display of chocolate bars 
gradually melted in the heat! But despite 
this setback, the shop upgrade went well 
and new ranges were soon introduced 
including Titchmarsh Tipple No1 — our 
London Dry Gin which proved to be 
very popular in the village.  By Christmas, 
our new managers, Sue and Jayne had 
recruited more volunteers and we were 
looking forward to the opportunities that 
2020 would bring. We had no idea what 
was coming… 

It is now 4 months since the Covid 19 
lockdown and the shop has proved to be 
a lifeline for the village.  By the end of 
June our takings were double those of 
the first six months of 2019, which is an 
indication of the tremendous support we 
have received from the village. The 
asparagus season has flown past, whilst 

the strawberries, raspberries and blue-
berries from Lutton farm are really tasty 
this season. Our new summer gin — 
Orange and Pomegranate has proved to 
be really popular and has just been joined 
by a Black Cherry and Vanilla rum which 
means we now have three Titchmarsh 
Tipple options for you to enjoy this 
summer. You may have noticed we now 
have a new ice cream freezer which is 
fully stocked just waiting for the summer 
to re-appear — keep an eye out for the 
new Ruby Chocolate Magnums …defi-
nitely worth a try ... but remember to 
remove your mask before you eat it! 

Further improvements to the shop 
are in the pipeline, and very shortly we 
will be installing a new “proper coffee” 
machine. Espresso, Latte, Cappuccino 
and Flat Whites will all be available to 
takeaway with decaf options as well. We 
are also working on plans for a seating 
area in the Pound garden when the tent 
comes down later in the year. Bella 
Barista from Wellingborough will be 
supplying the coffee which they roast 
themselves with beans imported direct 
from Columbian hill farmers. Keep an 

eye on the village website for more 
details. 

Our next challenge is the arrival of the 
holiday season in August as some of our 
volunteers have finally managed to book 
some time away in the sun. To help us 
keep things running smoothly we would 
really appreciate some extra volunteer 
help, especially for the morning opening 
sessions. So, if you could help out in your 
community shop, just give us a ring on 
730 727 or speak to Sue, Jayne or John.

News from the village shop

ALL weekly meetings and special events are still cancelled until 
further notice I'm afraid. However, everyone is welcome to 
join us on our Facebook group for some lively entertainment 
to lighten the mood and cheer us all up. We are all looking 
forward to a time when we can have a knees-up in the club 
room again.

The Clubroom, 
19 High Street 

Titchmarsh 
 NN14 3DF
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In Times Past

ALTHOUGH some of us have been self-
isolating over the past few months, we 
have not been totally inactive. It has given 
us the opportunity to draw breath and to 
tackle some of those less exciting tasks 
such as archiving and updating our 
records. We still have a number of 
projects on the go including: 

• The project on the SSSI. Progress is 
slow but is going in the right direction as 
the report on page 9 shows.  

• The history of the castle, not easy as 
most of the documentation is in Latin.  

• Following up on the piece on epidemics 
in the last edition, examining how the 
village fared in other public health 

emergencies. Not that well as it turns 
out!  

• Looking more closely at life here in the 
more recent past. This has involved 
reading through 180 editions of Parish 
News from the 1970s and 80s in order 
to gain an insight as to how the village 
has evolved.  

NEWSPAPERS are sometimes 
scornfully dismissed as 
‘tomorrow’s chip papers!’ In 
fact they are better described 
as tomorrow’s historical record 
and it is in this context that the 
Titchmarsh Times plays an 
important role. Generations to 
come who are studying the 
history of our past will find 
newsletters like the TT a rich 
trove of information: how the 
village fared during the 
coronavirus pandemic being 
just one example 

For anyone interested in the 
latter quarter of the last 
century, they only have to look 
back at publications such as the 
Parish News which was 
published from the 1970s on to 
see how the village has evolved 
and what challenges it has 
faced. Take one example. In 
1975 there was a fierce debate 
about a proposal to build a 
nuclear reactor at Molesworth, 
one of three planned for the 
country as a whole. This plan 
was never enacted but it is not 
difficult to see how much 
consternation it caused. 

Another rather more subtle 

change has been in the nature 
of people’s interests as 
reflected in the clubs that ran 
here. In the 1970s there were 
the following organisations: 
Mothers’ Union, Women’s Insti-
tute, Open Door club, Darby 
and Joan club, Girls’ Brigade and 
Boy’s Brigade.  

A feature of many of the 
groups’ meetings was the 

address by a guest speaker. 
Popular themes included craft 
skills (cane and rush work, 
pewter craft, inkle weaving 
etc); practical tips such diverse 
topics as gardening, 
beekeeping, boning and stuffing 
a chicken or making Christmas 
crackers; and memories of holi-
days (Brittany, Tasmania, the 
Dutch tulip fields to take just 

three examples). A very 
popular speaker was Helen 
Belgion who in the late 1970s 
was completing her book on 
the history of the village and 
addressed several groups on 
aspects of her work. 

The groups were not averse 
either to tackling social issues 
such as drug addiction, crime 
prevention, alcoholism, and the 
role of social workers. A couple 
of sessions run by the WI were 
intriguingly titled ‘Punch, Pate 
and Opinions’ inviting guests to 
discuss possibly contentious 
issues. 

None of these organisations 
still meet in the village but they 
have been replaced by other 
groups reflecting perhaps dif -
ferent areas of interest. And for 
a broader range of interesting 
speakers and activities, many 
now turn to area groups such as 
the University of the Third Age.  

Now that’s an interesting 
change for future historians to 
ponder.  

And in case you are 
wondering what inkle is, the 
dictionary tells me that it is ‘a 
kind of broad linen tape’. 

Life in the 70s and 80s 

Do you recognise this building? 
WE HAVE a postcard of a wheelwright’s about a hundred years 
ago with an indication that it is in Titchmarsh. We know that 
various wheelwrights have worked here over the years but 
have been unable to identify where this one was. Our hope is 
that someone who has lived here for many years will remember 
the building. If so, we will be delighted to hear from you.

WE WERE delighted by the excellent 
response to our appeal for contribu-
tions to the fund which was set up 
three months ago to help anyone 
who finds themselves in financial 
distress because of the coronavirus. 
So a very big thank you to all of you 
who gave so generously.  

Hopefully, the threat posed by the 
virus may be easing but we are not 
out of the woods yet. We are 
conscious that the financial damage 
may be longer lasting for some 

members of our community. With 
savings all but used up and the 
ending of the government’s furlough 
scheme in sight, together with the 
potential for lost jobs, there remain 
serious threats to family incomes. 

If you are among those affected, 
then the Support Fund is there to 
help you. Applying could not be 
simpler. 

You can either apply by email to 
support@titchmarsh.info or by 

writing a note with your contact 
details and address it to Titchmarsh 
Support Group. You can then drop 
the note into the shop or, if you 
prefer, post it c/o Titchmarsh Village 
Shop, 1 The Green, Titchmarsh,  
NN14 3DA. You will then be 
contacted by a member of the 
Support Group to discuss the 
support that can be offered. 

Please be assured that your 
request will be treated in strict con -
fidence. 

Titchmarsh Support Fund

Titchmarsh History Association



Titchmarsh Times August/September 2020 15

Contact us at: titchmarshtimes@gmail.com

Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Place Your Feet In Expert Hands

Patrick Lineham 
MChs, Bsc (Hons) Podiatric Medicine 

Foot Health Check, Nail Care, Corns, Hard Skin and Verrucae, 
Ingrowing Toe Nail Surgery, Diabetic Foot Care and Advice. 

Repetitive Sports Injuries, Children’s Foot Problems, Gait Analysis, Inserts 
& Orthotics for the treatment of Foot, Knee, Hip & Lower Back Pain. 

Tel: 01832 710401 
Aliped Podiatry Clinic 

The Old Post Office, Brington, PE28 5AF 

www.alipedpodiatry.co.uk 

The Pope is handing out miracles to kids in Liverpool.  Billy 
walks on stage and asks him: “Can you help me with my 
hearing?”  The Pope says: “Yes” and puts his hands on 
Billy’s ears and prays, he removes his hands and says: 
“How is your hearing now?” Billy says: “I don't know, it’s 
not until next Wednesday” 
How is it if you mix flour and water you get glue? When you 
add eggs and sugar it makes a cake. Where does the glue go? 
Everything is changing. People are taking comedians 
seriously and treating politicians as a joke. 
When a solicitor drafted a will for my wife and I, we were 
somewhat apprehensive about discussing death.  When we 
arrived to sign the final documents he ushered us into his 
office and calmly said, “which one of you wants to go first?”

ok
orneJ e
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We can all do with a little light 
relief during these strange times 
we find ouselves in. Here’s a 
selection of funnies sent to us...

DO YOU have any 
punctured inflatables lying 
around that you want to 
get rid of? If so, Bronte 
can help.  
Twelve-year-old village 
Bronte Cooper, wanted to 
do something worthwhile 
during lockdown and is 
now taking part in Wyatt 
and Jack’s Inflatable 
Amnesty.  
Wyatt and Jack, based on 
the Isle of Wight, up-cycles 
old paddling pools, broken 
bouncy castles, punctured 
beach balls, arm bands, air 

beds and even deck chair 
material into sustainable 
funky bags, purses and 
other accessories.  
If you have redundant 
inflatables, Bronte can 
sort and package them off 
to Wyatt and Jack, to help 
prevent it all ending up as 
waste in landfill.  
Unfortunately they can’t 
accept rubber footballs, 
space hoppers, yoga balls, 
wetsuits, swim caps, 
plastic shower curtains, 
helium balloons or rubber 
gloves.  

If you have a punctured 
inflatable, contact 
Bronte’s mum Naomi via 
naomicooperstar@gmail. 
com to arrange for drop 
off or collection, and check 

out the upcycled bags on  
https://www.wyattandjack.
com/  
Instagram #wyattandjack 
#inflatableamnesty

Bronte continues her 
lockdown project

I’M NOT sure any of us at Youth Group could have imagined on 
our last Club night back in March, whilst making bags out of old 
T-shirts, that this was to be our last one this academic year.  

We are hopeful that Youth Group will be able to run again 
from September. Our meetings may not be the same as they 
were before — I think we’re all adapting to things being a little 
different to before and adjusting to the NEW normal in every-
thing we do — however, we are guided by the advice given to 
us from The National Association of Youth Clubs (NAYC) and 
once we hear anything, we will let you know.  

We really hope all our members, whether they have left their 
current school, moving up a year group or moving on to new 
adventures are all doing ok. It really has been a strange couple of 
months and one nobody could have planned for.  If you were 
thinking of leaving Youth Group this year, we would like to say  
“thank you for being a member, for partaking in our activities and 
we wish you all the very best for the future”. 

Stay safe, keep alert, and enjoy your summer and hopefully 
we’ll see you all soon.  

Youth Group



HUGE congratulations to 12 
year old villager Willow Cooper 
who successfully completed her 
self-set challenge to run 100km 
in June. 

Willow ran 3.4km every day 
for 30 days, so actually ran 
102.4km, or the equivalent of 
two and a half marathons over 
the month, which saw her 
running in hail as well as 20 
degree heat such is the British 
weather! 

She chose to run to raise 
money for Kettering General 
Hospital’s Special Care Baby 
Unit (SCBU) where Willow and 
her younger (by 3 minutes) 
twin sister Bronte were cared 
for for 5 weeks after being born 
8-weeks prematurely weighing 
2lb 14 and 4lb 7 respectively. 

Willow hoped to raise £250 
but so far, thanks to donations 
from generous villagers and 
friends and family, she is nearing 
£1000. 

Mum Naomi, who accompa-
nied Willow on the run, said: 
“She did really well. It’s a real 
achievement. Running every 
day is physically as well as 
mentally exhausting and I am 
really proud of her. We would 
like to thank everyone so much 
for their generous donations.” 

Nurse in charge at Kettering 
General Hospital’s Special Care 
Baby Unit, Suzy Edgar, said: 
“This is a great challenge set by 
Willow and it’s brilliant that she 
has chosen to raise money for 
SCBU. We are lacking on devel-
opmental care items and would 
particularly like some Zaky hug 
hands which are heavy bean-
filled bags which are given the 
scent of the parent and are laid 
across or alongside the baby 
and used as a comforter when 
the parent isn’t there. 

“At the moment, due to 
Covid, only one parent at a 
time, wearing a mask, is 
allowed to be with their baby 
and with restricted hours 
between 9am and 5pm and 
parents can’t stay overnight 

which is really impacting on 
parent bonding and breast 
feeding. Zaky hands could really 
help with comforting the baby 
when their parents aren’t there. 

“They are expensive at £80 
each so any fundraising towards 
them would be very  gratefully 
received.” 

There is still time to donate, 
if you haven’t already, by 
clicking on the Just Giving link 
https://www.justgiving.com/crow
dfunding/willow-runs-for-poorly-
babies-to-keep-out-covid

TT Sport
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MUSIC TUITION 
by a Professional Qualified Teacher

• Piano, Electronic Keyboard, Organ 
and Piano Accordion 

• Friendly One to One Tuition in Most 
styles of Music 

• Beginners / Advanced 
• Children / Adults 
• DBS Enhanced 

Registered

Eddie Pell, 
230 Deeble Road 

Kettering, NN15 5 HP 

 
 

Eddie Pell,  
230 Deeble Road, 

Kettering, NN15 5HP

• Beginners / Advanced
• Children / Adults
• DBS Enhanced Registered

Telephone:  01536 517268  Mobile:  07753 552348 
email:  eddie.pell@sky.com

Due to the present coronavirus situation, all music lessons 
are now being undertaken on line and in your own home

WHAT strange times we are 
living in! I thought that by the 
time I would be writing my bit 
for this issue of the Titchmarsh 
Times that I would have some 
news for you as to when our 
Exercise4Seniors classes are 

able to return to the Pavillion. 
Sadly, I don’t. 

At the time of writing, I am 
waiting for guidelines from the 
government about group 
exercise indoors in community 
halls. While you will see that 
gyms are able to open from 
25th July with strict safety 
guidelines in place and “socially 
distanced” outdoor personal 
training can also commence, 
there appear to be more 
complications and dangers to 
consider with exercising 
indoors. 

In the meantime, please join us 
online for our Facebook Live 
classes. We have two classes a 
week: Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10.30am. For more details 
please login to Facebook and 
search for 
"Exercise4Happiness Keep Fit 
Group" or email me for the 
direct link at 
exercise4happiness@outlook.
com. I hope to see you all 
soon. Stay safe.  

Steph 07720583340 

Hello everyone

GRADUALLY, oh so gradually, 
life is returning to the Playing 
Fields.  Following the recent 
changes to government 
guidance, the play area is now 
open again and we have some 
outdoor events starting up 
again on the pitches. 

The Play Area has been fully 
serviced and inspected before 
being re-opened so is safe to 
play on. We have had some 
reports of ‘colour’ coming off 
the mulch flooring and onto 
clothes, shoes and hands etc 
and would ask that children 
play in old clothes in case this 
causes an issue.  We think that 
it has been caused by a period 
of non-use followed by some 
wet weather although the 

manufacturer is investigating 
for us.  It is not our intention to 
close the play area, so please 
ask your children to play care-
fully and dress appropriately!  
Please also bear in mind 
keeping hands clean after use 
and respecting social distancing 
as much as possible. 

FA Grassroots football 
training has been allowed to 
re-start so Thrapston Town 
Juniors are back at the pitches 
with a variety of different aged 
teams training in advance of 
the new season – it’s great to 
see some activity after such a 
long layoff.  All training is in line 
with the latest FA guidance.   

Kim Teese has also re-
started her Parkour Fusion and 

Contemporary Dance classes 
including some for adults. 
‘Airborne’ training is taking 
place regularly and Kim also 
has some Summer Workshops 
planned.  More details are 
available from her at 
dance@kimteese.co.uk. All 
classes take place on the fields 
with appropriate precautions 
in place. 

At the moment, the pavilion 
is still closed. In order to keep 
costs down, we do not plan on 
re-opening it until there is a 
regular demand for the 
building.  We will let you know 
more details when we have 
them. In the meantime, stay 
safe, stay active and enjoy the 
outdoors! Paul, TPFA Chair. 

Playing Fields Association

Willow clocks up 100 kilometres for SCBU


