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THE JOHN WALLIS FOUNDATION 
continues the work of the Missionary Sisters of Service, 

 reaching out in hope and love to people socially  

and geographically isolated,  
strengthening community relationships and networks,  

developing leadership,  
and empowering people to meet the challenges that confront 

them. 
 

The Foundation is named in honour of Fr. John Wallis,  
a Catholic priest who lived and worked in Tasmania, and founder of  

the Missionary Sisters of Service in 1944. 
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We, the John Wallis Foundation,  
acknowledge that we inhabit an ancient Land.  

We acknowledge and honour the original peoples,  
who have lived in distinct aboriginal nations  

as they have treasured and cared for this Land. 
We commit ourselves to ongoing reconciliation 

and our own growth in understanding. 

(L-R) Mary Seela, Mona Ramsey, Fr Tom Gleeson and Kathy Ramsey 
The Mystic Within  - Spirituality Tour  

Wyndham, Kununurra, Warmun, Ringer Soak, Halls Creek, WA.  
2017 Grant $2,000 
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GOVERNANCE – OUR PEOPLE 

Joan Donoghue 
Chairperson 

Joan is a former CEO of 
Catholic Homes and has 
extensive governance, 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
experience in the not-
for-profit sector in the 
fields of health and 
community services. 

Martin Allen  
Martin has a wealth of 
b u s i n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e 
implementing solutions for 
national and global clients. 
His roles included senior 
client relationships, contract 
n e g o t i a t i o n , b u s i n e s s 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
technology innovation and 
implementation. 

             Jeff Byrne  
Jeff is a qualified Company 
Director with extensive  
experience in government 
board roles. He has a  
background in public sector 
leadership, organization  
governance and risk  
management. 

Amanda Freeman  
A m a n d a h a s w o r k e d 
a c r o s s  c o m m u n i t y 
engagement initiatives for 
a number of years, and is 
h igh ly exper ienced in 
community l iaison and 
community building. 
Amanda has a passion for 
people and a conscience 
for social justice issues and 
for fairness to all human 
beings.  

Corrie van den Bosch MSS 
Corrie believes each  
opportunity during her time as 
an MSS has opened the door 
to another rich life experience. 
Her exper ience includes 
pastora l and leadersh ip 
formation, adult education, 
h u m a n a n d s p i r i t u a l 
development and building 
interfaith relationships and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . C o r r i e 
currently edits the Highways 
and Byways Newsletter of the 
MSS.  

David Hickey 
David has experience in 
professional fundraising and 
marketing in the health 
s e c t o r .  H e a l s o h a s 
e x p e r t i s e  i n 
communications and  
promotions. 
“A Rotary scholarship to 
India some years ago 
awakened my passion  for 
meeting the needs of 
people on the fringes of 
society. The John Wallis 
Foundation gives me an 
opportunity for this to 
continue.” 
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GOVERNANCE – OUR PEOPLE 

Brian Lennon 
Treasurer 

Brian has more than 40 years 
operational and executive 
experience covering human 
r e s o u r c e s m a n a g e m e n t , 
organisation development, 
a n d  s u p e r a n n u a t i o n 
administration in the mining 
and finance industries.  
 
His qualifications and interests 
also extend to investment, 
climate change, hydrology 
and ecosystems. 

Bernadette Madden MSS 
Bernadette has worked as a  
social worker and teacher 
across Austral ia. She has 
worked for many years in  
indigenous communities.  
Bernadette currently works in 
family services assisting  
vulnerable families. 

Bernadette Wallis MSS 
Bernadette is currently on 
the MSS Governing Body.  
Bernadette has extensive  
experience in community  
engagement initiatives,  
leadership development,  
advocacy, pastoral care 
and counselling, as well as 
project management. 

Stancea is a member of the MSS Governing Body 
and is currently the Congregational Leader of the 
Missionary Sisters of Service. 
 
She has worked amongst people of many 
different cultures and backgrounds in urban, rural 
and outback regions of Australia, as well as 
periods in some overseas countries. Her work has 
included pastoral work, leadership formation, 
human r ights advocacy, asy lum seeker 
communit ies , and work ing towards the 
elimination of human trafficking. 
  Stancea Vichie MSS 

Congregational 
 Leader 
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FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON  
JOAN DONOGHUE 

‘’Our focus this year was on supporting communities of deep 
and persistent disadvantage in rural and regional locations.” 
This has been an eventful year for the 
Foundation. One of the key highlights 
was the launching of The Silent Book: 
A Deaf Family and the Disappearing 
Australian-Irish Sign Language written 
and published by Bernadette Wallis 
MSS. The story, which is told through 
the experience of Bernadette’s own 
Deaf family, is both deeply personal as 
well as historically significant.   
 
Many book launches were held across 
Australia from July 2016 followed by 
launches in Ireland and the United 
Kingdom in 2017. We are grateful to 
Bernadette who has contributed a 
profit from the book sales of $10,000 to 
the Foundation. 

  
Two John Wallis Memorial lectures 
were organized by JWF Branches in 
2016-2017.  In Hobart the JWF Branch 
organized a lecture titled ‘Sent To 
Change the World – A mission of 
Mercy and Compassion’ by Father 
Richard Leonard on 8th September 
2016.  The Toowoomba JWF Branch 
sponsored a presentation by Father 
Frank Brennan on 7th May 2017 on 
‘Finding Meaning in a Chaotic and 
Changing World’.   
 
Twenty-three grants totalling $61,843 
were awarded in the Small Grants 
Program. In addition to these, eight 
other grants amounting to $14,050 
were allocated for local community 
projects, some of which originated 
from John Wallis Foundation Branches 
in Whyalla, Toowoomba and Hobart. 
  
Special thanks to our major sponsors 
and all donors for their contributions 
which assist communities in creating 
change for the better.  
 
Progress has been made on strategic 
initiatives this year with a special focus 
on increasing the Foundation’s public 
presence and profile through a JWF 
communications strategy.  
  

The importance of integrating our 
message th rough a l l fo r ms of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n h a s s e e n t h e 
development of various forms of social 
media as well as a new website and a 
new look “Highways and Byways”. 
Special thanks to the publicity and 
communications committee for their 
vision and hard work and to Corrie 
van den Bosch fo r he r g reat 
contribution as Editor of Highways and 
Byways in its various forms over many, 
many years. 
 
In March, several Board members 
were fortunate to meet and share a 
meal, information and ideas with well-
known JWF Patron, Mary Wagner. 
Mary’s long-standing contribution to 
To o w o o m b a a n d s u r r o u n d i n g 
communities through her involvement 
in several organizations has given her 
a w e a l t h o f e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
knowledge to share. Mary was 
appointed a Patron of the John Wallis 
Foundation in 2014. 
 
Two new Board Members, Helen Burt 
a n d A n g e l a P a t e r n o - S m i t h , 
commenced as Board members in 
July 2016 but regrettably neither was 
able to continue due to changes in 
their personal circumstances. 
 
 My sincere thanks to Directors, MSS, 
Executive Officer and staff for their 
enthusiastic commitment to the 
Foundation. Also, a huge thank you to 
a l l donors , vo lunteers , branch 
members and partners for their 
contribution of time, skills, enthusiasm 
and funds to the work of the 
Foundation.   
 
 
 
 
 

Joan Donoghue 
Chairperson 

 

Parent and Child 
Coking Program, 

Sheffield, 
 Tasmania 

2017 
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
LIZ McALOON 

When planning our focus for the 2017 
John Wallis Foundation Small Grants  
Program, we were particularly drawn 
to  a report commissioned  by Jesuit 
Social Services and Catholic Social 
Services Australia. This  excellent 
report Dropping Off The Edge (2015) 
follows on from a similar study in 2007, 
and shows clearly that complex and 
e n t r e n c h e d d i s a d v a n t a g e i s 
experienced in a small but persistent 
number of locations in each state 
and  territory across Australia. The 
report also highlights the level of 
remote,  rural  and regional 
disadvantage across Austral ia.      
  
With these findings in mind and 
in the spirit of the Missionary Sisters of 
Service’s mission for many years 
across rural and remote parts of 
Australia, the  Foundation focused its 
entire Small Grants Program support 
on areas of deep and persistent 
disadvantage in rural Australia.  
 
We also encouraged applicants to 
consider Catholic Social Justice 
principles when applying, including: 
the dignity of each person, the 
common good, the right of all 
people to participate in decisions 
that affect their lives, solidarity, 
preferential care for those who are 
poor and vulnerable, economic 
justice, stewardship of  creation and 
promotion of peace. 
   
Funds granted to each group are 
relatively small – in the range of       
$500 to $3,000, but when well     
targeted and run by community 
based organisations who understand 
the local scene, the grants invariably 
generate far more positive outcomes 
than imaginable with such small 
amounts – we continue to be 
amazed at the impacts and ongoing 
benefits.      
  
The Dirranbandi Country Women’s 
Association are a great example of 
ongoing benefits. Dirranbandi is a 
small town in south west Queensland 
with a population of about 700. In 
2016 they were awarded $1,000 to 
run a series of sewing workshops 

d u r i n g s c h o o l h o l i d a y s f o r 
disadvantaged children from the 
local school. The workshops also 
included healthy lunches and snacks 
during the day. With judicious 
management of the funds as well as  
g e n e r o u s m a t e r i a l a n d t i m e 
contributions, the CWA women ran 
the program again in 2017. In the 
second year they liaised with local 
s e r v i c e s t o e n s u r e t h e m o s t 
vulnerable children were able to 
attend. They have now set up the 
program as an ongoing school 
holiday  initiative focusing on building 
l o n g t e r m r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h 
disadvantaged children and families, 
whilst at the same time introducing 
life skills, and giving the children a 
sense of achievement and pride. 
  
In early 2017 we made the decision 
to extend our partnership with the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal (FRRR), who since 1999 have 
supported rural communities to 
regenerate, and to build capacity at 
the local level. FRRR undertook a role 
in administration, assessment and 
execution of the JWF grants funds. 
Stancea Vichie mss, Bernadette Wallis 
mss and I travelled up to Bendigo to 
j o i n f o r c e s f o r f i n a l g r a n t s 
assessments. It was a rich and 
valuable meeting and we as a 
Foundation have benefited greatly 
from the skill and resources of FRRR. 
 
As Joan mentions in her report as 
Chairperson of the Foundation, 
twenty-three grants totalling $61,843 
were awarded in the Small Grants 
Program, plus a further $14,050 to 
eight community projects throughout 
the year. 
 
Thank you to all who contribute to 
the Foundation, enabling us to 
continue in the spirit of the MSS, 
support ing communit ies across 
Australia to build a more just and 
equal society.  
 
 

Port Pirie Diocese  
Youth Assembly, held in 

Whyalla S.A.  
2016 

 
Liz McAloon 

Executive Officer  
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“The book glistens like a web hit by the sun… and 
is a worthy contribution to the annals of Deaf 

history in Australia…” 
 

From July to December 2016 Bernadette Wallis, Missionary 
Sister of Service, launched her book The Silent Book – a 
Deaf Family and the Disappearing Australian-Irish Sign 
Language in several centres in Australia.  
 
Bernadette is a Director of the John Wallis Foundation 
and has offered the proceeds to the John Wallis 
Foundation. In the 2016/2017 year, $10,000 was presented 
to the Foundation.   
 
 
 
 
 
While Bernadette self-published the book and had it 
placed on such sites as Amazon and as an E-book, she 
realised that she would also need to self-market the book. 
 
Thus a series of wonderful book launches took place 
across Australia which Bernadette brought together 
through various networks – the Australian Deaf 
community, the Highways & Byways and JWF community, 
the MSS and their families and friends, and Bernadette’s 
own extended family and friends.   

In Melbourne the book was 
launched at different events by –   
²  Margaret Coffey, writer. 
²  Fr Peter Robinson, former Chaplain 

to the Deaf. 
²  Myra and Carmel Batson, from the 

Deaf community, (Carmel being a 
Coda - Child of Deaf parents).  

²  Brother Frank Hennessy, also a 
Coda and longtime director of the 
John Pierce Centre for Deaf 
ministry.    

²  Brent Phillips, a Deaf person and 
Manager of Victorian Deaf 
Society.  

²  Fr Michael Elligate, whose Deaf 
aunts were friends of the Wallis 
family.  

²  and Dr Val Noone, social historian 
and Irish language researcher.  

Above:  Bernadette with Myra 
 and Carmel Batson 

 at the John Pierce Centre. 

Frank Hennessy CB 

OUR EVENTS 

Above: Book Launch in Berrigan, NSW. 

 “The book beautifully links delicate stories of deafness 
in a family – its history and Irish heritage, its setting in 
the Australian bush, our indigenous brothers and sisters, 
education, language, church and so on…” 

“Nowhere is there a sense that this is a book about 
disability – it is about ability being unfettered, about 
contributing factors from family and community, and 
about the legacy that this endows….. an amazing 
achievement.” 
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Across Australia The Silent Book was 
launched in: 
²  Yea, Victoria by Fr John Hill, present Chaplain 

for the Deaf community in Victoria. 
²  Hobart by Clare McShane, patron of the John 

Wallis Foundation.  
²  Adelaide by Fr Michael Trainor, who as a 

young priest had been involved with the Deaf 
community. 

²  Sydney Dr Breda Carty, a Deaf woman, 
educator and historian launched the book. 

²  Brisbane and Buderim on the Sunshine Coast 
it was launched by Peter Bonser, whose 
parents were deaf and who is a senior Auslan 
interpreter. 

²  In Toowoomba by Mary Wagner, Patron of the 
John Wallis Foundation. 

²  At Waratah,  Newcastle, the former school for 
Deaf Children it was launched by Sr. Judith 
Lawson OP, congregational leader of the 
Dominican Sisters. 
 

²  And in Berrigan, Bernadette's home town in 
NSW by Helen Quade and Geraldine 
McCormack, friends and ex-locals, and 
Damian Lacey, formerly   CEO of   Deaf 
Children Australia.  

 
 

Bernadette also spoke to the book in Horsham, 
Victoria.  
With each event, wonderful and experienced 
Auslan interpreters were provided.   Many 
people were also involved as Master of 
Ceremonies, setting up and selling of the books 
and generally meeting and greeting people, 
especially the MSS, and JWF staff and 
supporters.  
 
One of the extraordinary benefits of such 
gathe r ings was the network ing and 
development of relationships and the building 
of communities. The warmth was palpable.   
 
The launches were also enormously educative 
events - where many people learnt about and 
experienced the Deaf community in Australia. 
The Silent Book documents forever an 
important part of Irish Australian history. 
 
The Silent Book is available through Amazon. 
 
 

In Hobart, Bernadette with Pricilla Young, Auslan Interpreter 

In Adelaide, Bernadette with an Irish signer 

Moira White, Bernadette, Marie Huber & Chris Wallis 

Bernadette at Waratah, Newcastle NSW, where 
her parents went to school 
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OUR JOHN WALLIS  
FOUNDATION BRANCHES 

John Wallis Foundation Branch members  play a 
unique role in the life of the Foundation. They 
give of their time and skills to ensure that the 
Foundation is  connected with communities on 
the ground, and has a strong conduit to the    
i s s u e s a n d n e e d s o f d i s a d v a n t a g e d   
Australians, especially in rural areas.   
 
The Branches continue to develop their own 
initiatives and to support the recipients of JWF 
Small Grants by visiting projects wherever 
possible.  
  
The JWF Melbourne Branch members visited 
projects in Heyfield, Pakenham, Whittlesea, 
Dallas, Dandenong and Broadmeadows as well 
as a Yooralla project in Melbourne. Branch 
members visit in a spirit of hospitality and a 
desire to build relationships. Being able to talk 
with project participants and co-ordinators 
provides a great opportunity to see the impacts 
of a small grant first-hand.  
 
In Queensland members of the Toowoomba 
JWF Branch visited a locally funded project of 
Yellowbridge, a disability care service. JWF 
funded an upgrade of musical instruments and 
performance wear for the Rainbow Choir which 
brings people with a disability together to enjoy 
singing, music and performance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JWF Branch members were given the absolute 
treat of hearing the Rainbow Choir rehearse in 
full voice and enthusiasm in preparation for a 
public performance. 
 
Mary Cleary MSS, who is a member of the  
Toowoomba JWF Branch and Liz McAloon also 
visited The Gympie Men’s Shed where the JWF 
had funded a container to securely store metal 
working equipment which the Men’s Shed uses 
with vulnerable students from a local school. 
The group welcomed Mary and Liz warmly and 
held an official opening ceremony of the 
storage container! 
 
Members of the Whyalla Branch of JWF visited 
the Port Augusta CWA in September and met 
with local CWA members who are revitalising 
the organisation. JWF funds provided a series of 
travel vouchers which enabled younger CWA 
members to be involved and transport older 
members.   
  
The contribution of time, skills, experience and 
expertise of our JWF Branch members is greatly 
appreciated and we thank them all for 
enabling these important partnerships to flourish 
across Australia. 

(L – R) Mary Cleary mss,  Estelle Cummings, 
Community Development Officer with Gympie 
Council, Liz McAloon and Gympie Men’s Shed  

Coordinator Tim Royle 

Our eyes and ears in local communities  

“The Men’s Shed is going at 

full speed since the JWF 

grant. We now have 69 

members and so many 

project requests from the 

community that I am now 

o f f i c i a l l y  o u r  P r o j e c t 

Coordinator.” 

- Tim Royle  Gympie Men’s Shed 

Coordinator 
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Volunteering requires commitment!  
 
Once again during this financial year, 
Pat Brain MSS (pictured opposite) has 
been a regular at the office writing 
Thank You letters to donors. We greatly 
appreciate Pat’s quiet dedication to the 
task.  
 
Thank you to all our volunteers –  
grass-roots organisations like ours rely on 
the skills, expertise, time and generosity 
of many to flourish. 
 
You will never know how much your 
efforts are appreciated! 

OUR PATRONS 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 

John Wallis Foundation Patrons use their standing in their local  communities and beyond to 
support and promote our Foundation. In August 2016 Mary Wagner, JWF Patron since 2014 
(pictured below with JWF Board member Amanda Freeman) launched Bernadette Wallis’s 
book The Silent Book in Toowoomba to a large crowd. Mary also provided a beautiful  venue 
and accommodation for the MSS consultations held in Toowoomba in June 2017. 
In Hobart Clare McShane, JWF Patron undertook the Tasmanian launch of Bernadette’s book, 
also to a large crowd. Bishop Pat Power is also a JWF Patron.  
We are indebted to our patrons for their ongoing support. 
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A total of 31 grants were funded during this financial 
year. Total funds disbursed were $75,893. 
 
All grants in areas outside metropolitan cities have 
been funded through donations given to the John 
Wallis Foundation Giving Sub-Fund Account of FRRR.  
 
The Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal is a 
government philanthropic partnership enabling donors 
to fund rural initiatives. This year FRRR also managed 
the final assessment and disbursement of funds to our 
successful grantees. 
 
We acknowledge and value this beneficial partnership. 
 
  

PROJECTS FUNDED 2016 - 2017 

The Worimi Elders Oral History Project  
Forster Neighborhood Centre Inc. 
Support for 43 Grade 5 and 6 Aboriginal students 
to capture the oral history and culture of Worimi 
Elders, and improve school engagement and 
educational outcomes. The project will create a 
tangible product for the Worimi people to use in 
educating their children and the broader community  
on their history.  
Forster, 308 km NE of Sydney, NSW    $3,000  
 
Permaculture In The Park 
Older Men’s Network Inc.  
The members of the Tamworth Omni Men’s Shed 
are keen to involve other locals in growing and 
harvesting their own food.  The Men’s Shed 
members will engage local residents in planting 
established fruit trees & food plants in a little used 
park in a low-income neighbourhood. The aim is to 
provide free access to fresh produce and 
accessible horticultural training, and to improve the 
health and wellbeing of the local community. 
Westdale, near Tamworth, NSW   $3,000  
 

Multicultural Youth Social Inclusion and 
Leadership Workshops 
NSW Service for the Treatment of and 
Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors.  
16 Weekly workshops for 30 young refugee 
people, increasing their well-being and leadership 
skills and building an inclusive, culturally rich 
community. This initiative offers an alternative to 
“gang” culture for alienated and often traumatised 
young people struggling to fit in. It also provides 
support in an area of limited services and 
dispersed population. 
Coffs Harbour, Mid North Coast, NSW  $3,000  
 
Life After Nappies 
Swansea Community College Inc.  
A series of workshops over 20 weeks for new 
young parents who are socially isolated in areas 
which are lacking in services for new families. The 
workshops will assist the young parents to 
transition beyond the early stages of parenthood 
and increase their readiness to enter the 
 workforce.  
Swansea, near Lake Macquarie, NSW $3,000  
 

PROJECTS FUNDED NSW 
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Good Start Breakfast Program & Uniform 
Assistance  
St Vincent De Paul Society NSW Wilcannia Forbes 
Central Council Office  
Establishment of breakfast program for 
kindergarten to Year 12 at a public school in 
Lightning Ridge (pop less than 700) in north-
western NSW, an isolated region with a lack of 
community services. The initiative will also offer 
uniform cost assistance, encouraging school 
attendance and supporting students’ capacity for 
learning. 
Lightning Ridge, 230 KM NW of Sydney, NSW 
$1,000  
  
Women's Wellbeing 
Women's Resource Centre (Southern Women's 
Group Inc.)  
Twelve wellbeing workshops for disadvantaged 
women encouraging self-care skills and self-
confidence. The project will support women in 
overcoming personal challenges, such as abuse, 
violence, isolation, mental ill health and poverty. 
Bega, NSW. $2,000  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rural School of Faith Leadership 
Sisters of St. Joseph NSW 
A weekend workshop in Forbes to develop 
leadership potential and faith formation amongst 
women in the community of Forbes. 
The isolated rural women came together for 
spiritual retreat, leadership formation and personal 
capacity building. Funds contributed to the cost of 
travel for participants. 
Forbes, NSW $2,500 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computer Upgrade for Free Community Training 
Programs 
Babinda District Community Association  
New IT equipment, increasing capacity of local service 
to provide training, support and better internet access 
for disadvantaged job-seekers facing the challenges 
of increasingly computerised workplaces and 
downturns in the local economy – e.g. the sugar 
industry in this region.  
Babinda, Far North Queensland near Cairns, QLD. 
$2,650 
 
Woorabinda Women’s Leadership Camp  
Uniting Care Community 
A two-day overnight women’s leadership course, 
supporting community members of this remote 
Aboriginal Community. The project will address 
cultural and gender stereotypes using local skills, local 
people and local knowledge to redress the lack of 
women in leadership roles in Woorabinda. 
Woorabinda, Central Queensland, 170 km south west 
of Rockhampton. $3,000  

PROJECTS FUNDED NSW cont’d 

Women’s Wellbeing Workshop participants, 
Bega. (see opposite) 

“I absolutely loved this. My knowledge of 
gardening has increased and now I can 
grow seedlings at home that we did in our 
last class.” 
Women’s Wellbeing Workshop 
participants. Bega NSW 

PROJECTS FUNDED QLD 

“I have lived in the bush for a long time 
and have not always been able to 
attend such gatherings as the one we 
had in Forbes. Worry over the cost of 
travel has always been a factor, so I 
was delighted with my gift!.”  
Retreat participant, Forbes. 
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Healing On Country - Closing the Gap cultural 
exchange 
Wujal Wujal Justice Group Indigenous Corporation 
Wujal Wujal is a small Aboriginal community in far 
north Queensland, population less than 400 people. 
Rivermount College is in Yatala an outer northern 
suburb of the City of Gold Coast.  This project aims to 
broaden experiences of both groups of students by 
spending some time in each other’s communities, 
focusing on giving the Wujal Wujal young people 
opportunities to ‘open their eyes’ to the wider world, 
and the Rivermount College students a rich positive 
experience with Indigenous people of the same age. 
The ultimate aim is to establish an on-going 
collaboration between the two communities. $3,000 
 
 
 
Community Art Therapy and Wellbeing  
Gawler Neighbourhood House Inc.  
Funds will be used for one year of Art Therapy 
sessions for adults living with significant mental health 
issues. This initiative aims to break down social 
isolation and develop community connections, as well 
as a sense of well being through creativity for 
community members suffering severe mental health 
issues.  Gawler  SA  $1,200 
 
Wombat Pitt Upgrade 
Mallee Park Football Club & Port Lincoln Aboriginal 
Health Service   
The Mallee Park Football Club and Port Lincoln 
Aboriginal Health Service will work in partnership to 
upgrade a significant Aboriginal cultural and meeting 
place, used for healing, socialising, cultural exchange, 
and positive engagement with the wider community. 
Young people will be supported to undertake this 
work, improving pride in identity and community.  
Port Lincoln, SA $3,000 
 
Women’s Retreat 
St. Mark’s Parish Port Pirie 
To provide a gathering opportunity for remote and 
isolated women of the Port Pirie region, to enable the 
women to come together for spiritual retreat, to 
broaden horizons and extend possibilities, and to form 
links with women from outback Western Australia. 
Funds contributed to participant’s travel, 
accommodation and facilitators costs. 
Melrose SA $1,805 

PROJECTS FUNDED QLD cont’d Riding for the disabled  
Tenison Woods College  
Tenison Woods College is a mainstream school with 
an inclusive education centre. Funds will be used to 
provide horse riding lessons for intellectually disabled 
students to increase their confidence and give them 
an opportunity to experience success. The program 
enhances motor skills and co-ordination, encourages 
physical exercise and enables community 
participation. 
Mt. Gambier SA  $1,800  
 
Emu Tree on Kangaroo Island  
The Emu Tree (Finding Workable Solutions)  
This program follows a successful pilot workshop for 
disadvantaged and at risk young people on the 
island. Funds will provide music and digital recording 
workshops for vulnerable local young people, 
increasing their music skills, self-esteem and 
engagement and raising aspirations for future work 
and study.  
Kangaroo Island, SA  $3,000 
 
 
Port Pirie Diocese Youth Assembly 
The co-ordinators of the Port Pirie Youth Assembly 
engaged singer songwriter, Steph Unge, to work with 
participants at the 2016 youth assembly in Whyalla. 
Steph engaged the young people in song-writing 
and performing. During the Assembly, participants 
spent time engaging with local services and 
undertook voluntary work across Whyalla for 
disadvantaged and marginalised members of the 
community. Whyalla SA. $1,600 
 
The Good Sam Inn 
Catholic Parish of Whyalla SA 
The Good Sam Inn was previously funded by the 
John Wallis Foundation. This is an initiative which 
provides a weekly fully catered evening meal at no 
cost for disadvantaged and isolated families in the 
Whyalla region. Funds this year contributed to the 
cost of storage containers for take-away meals for the 
guests. 
Whyalla SA $500 

PROJECTS FUNDED SA 
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Participants: Healing on Country – Closing the Gap Cultural Exchange,  
Wujul Wujul Aboriginal Community North Queensland & Rivermount College  

(suburb of the Gold Coast) QLD. See page 12 opposite 
 
 

Emu Tree on Kangaroo Island. Music and digital recording workshops. SA. See page 12 opposite 

‘’I am so appreciative of my time at Wujal Wujal, I didn’t know that the culture here 
would be so strong and that people would be so willing to share it with us. I was so 
happy with how friendly everyone was, I had a great time’’. Rivermount College student. 
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WestVic Welcome 
Ballarat Refugee & Asylum Seeker Support 
Network, BRASSN (under the auspices of 
Ballarat Regional Multicultural Council Inc.)  
An initiative supporting services in Ballarat and 
the northwest region of Vic to provide material 
and other fundamental aid to newly arrived 
refugees and asylum seekers experiencing 
severe hardship across the region. BRASSN 
aims to provide a sense of safety and 
welcome whilst newcomers integrate into the 
community.  
Ballarat VIC $3,000 
 
Homework Club Kyabram  
Kyabram Community and Learning Centre Inc.  
Kyabram is in an area of rural disadvantage. 
The Homework club will provide an 
environment of encouragement to all students, 
but particularly Indigenous and other 
vulnerable students, to maintain their studies 
and engagement with school. The program will 
offer supervised peer learning where older 
students assist the younger children.  
Kyabram, VIC $3,000 
 
Vocational Training for The Youth of Tatura  
Tatura Community House  
This is a new social enterprise activity for the 
region. With a Coffee Van already engaged, a 
coffee-machine will be purchased to increase 
the skills development and employment 
opportunities for young people. The young 
people will receive 4-weeks barista training 
and support into on-going employment locally 
through hiring out for events locally and 
beyond, especially in nearby Shepparton.  
Tatura, VIC $3,000 
 
Conversation @ Mitcham  
Mitcham Baptist Church 
Funds contributed to weekly English language 
conversation classes for older mainly 
Mandarin speaking members of the local 
community. Grandparents who are often 
caring for children while the parents are at 
work have been encouraged to attend. 
Students are matched one on one with a tutor. 
Mitcham, VIC $300 

PROJECTS FUNDED VIC 

Learning English across the life-span 
Loddon Campaspe Multicultural Services   
Many of the refugees arriving in Bendigo since 
2007 have come from rural regions and may not 
have attended schools in their own countries. 
This is an initiative to increase their English 
language skills, including pre-school age 
children, parents and the elderly. Two group 
programs will benefit in particular – “Mums and 
Bubs Learn English” and Beginners English 
class, predominantly Karen seniors from the 
Thai-Myanmar Border region.  
Bendigo, VIC $2,930 
 
Community transport support  
Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association  
Willum Warrain is an Aboriginal gathering place 
located in Hastings running cultural programs, 
activities and events for Aboriginal people living 
on the Mornington Peninsula, many of whom are 
older and socially isolated. The Association will 
employ a bus driver over one year enabling 
isolated Aboriginal residents in the region to 
access a weekly cultural program strengthening 
self-esteem and access to other support 
services.  
Hastings, VIC  $2,363 
 
My Rights – My Future forced marriage 
ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against 
Trafficking in Humans) 
ACRATH received funding in the previous year 
for the My Rights My Future initiative. This year 
they have extended their education program for 
young girls around this issue into Western 
Australia and Queensland. They are also 
working for the first time with an independent 
school; The Islamic College in Perth. 
$3,000 
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Participants in the “Mums and 
Bubs Learn English” Program run 
b y  L o d d o n C a m p a s p e 
Multicultural Services in Bendigo. 
John Wallis Foundation funds 
helped to purchase resources 
and equipment for the children, 
some of which are  pictured 
here. 
See p. 14 

Lincoln Smith with volunteer 3rd 
year Speech Pathology student 
Georgi Leahy participating in an 
art workshop where the children 
worked step by step 1:1 with an 
adult helper. 
Wongan Hills Therapy Group.  
See p. 16 

Hands on 
Learning 
plus Fun! 
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PROJECTS FUNDED TAS 
Parent and Child Cooking  
Glenhaven Family Care Inc. 
Sheffield is a relatively remote community of high 
unemployment, with a lack of public transport options 
and other community supports. This project offers 
parent and child cooking classes to disadvantaged 
families, increasing family life skills, capacity to adopt 
low-cost healthy eating options, improving health and 
educational outcomes.  
Sheffield TAS $2,900 
 
Toolkit Training – Mental Health First Aid 
Rural Alive and Well (RAW) 
This is an initiative to build capacity and resilience in a 
disadvantaged rural area of Tasmania. Mental health 
first aid training will be provided to 20 members of the 
Derwent Valley and Bothwell Communities, increasing 
their capacity to support people of all ages at risk of 
suicide. 
Bothwell region, TAS $3,000 
 
Teen Mental Health First Aid 
St. Helen’s Local Chaplaincy. 
Funds were used for Teen Mental Health First Aid 
Training undertaken by the Chaplain for the Break 
O’Day region in Tasmania. This initiative is responding 
to several youth suicides in the last two years in the 
region. The facilitator will provide training to Year 10 
students helping them to identify mental health issues 
and to support their peers. 
Break O’Day area TAS $2,600 
 

Photo opposite: L – R Christine Waters  (Chaplain 
St. Helen’s), Lorraine Groves mss (member of the 
JWF Hobart Branch), Liz Little (CEO RAW) and Liz 
McAloon met in September 2017  bringing 
together the two Tasmanian based mental health 
training JWF grant recipients for future 
collaboration. 

A Yearning for Learning Providing Intensive 
Learning Support for Kids Who Need it Most 
Wongan Hills Therapy Group   
Wongan Hills is a small community (population less 
than 800) in the wheat belt region of WA 
approximately 180 kms north of Perth. The initiative, 
run wholly by experienced volunteers each month, 
offers a no-cost extra-curricular Saturday morning 
program for special needs and disadvantaged 
children. The children learn subjects across the 
curriculum. Those attending include children with 
autism, developmental delay, speech and language 
impairment and Down’s Syndrome. Funds will extend 
the existing program.  
Wongan Hills WA $3,000 
 
Roelands Village Bush Foods/Plants & Memorial 
Garden  
Woolkabunning Kiaka Inc.  
Roelands is a small town (700) in the southwest 
region of WA. Woolkabunning Kiaka Inc. is an 
Incorporated Aboriginal Association committed to 
making a positive difference in the lives of former 
Roelands’ Mission residents and their families, and the 
broader Aboriginal community, particularly disengaged 
young people and people with disabilities.  
 
This initiative will provide a healing space for Stolen 
Generation members, through the creation of a 
memorial Indigenous bush garden. Twelve 
disadvantaged young people will be engaged to build 
the garden. This will develop their skills, improve their 
engagement with education and further employment 
opportunities.  
Roelands, WA $3,000 

PROJECTS FUNDED WA 
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Weaving Revival Support - Kalumburu 
Community 
Enterprise Learning Projects  
Kalumburu is a small isolated and remote 
community in far north WA. Enterprise Learning 
Projects fosters the economic empowerment of 
remote Aboriginal communities driven by local 
aspirations. This initiative supports a week-long 
intensive weaving revival camp developing the 
skills of 10 local Indigenous women to create and 
successfully bring products to market, giving skills 
to start their own small scale enterprise and 
connect with culture. Funds will be used to further 
develop skills acquired during the camp, as well as 
provide essential sales and distribution of products.  
Kalumburu, WA $3,000 
 

PROJECTS FUNDED WA cont’d 

Spirituality Rural Tour 
Wyndham, Kununurra, Warmun, Halls Creek, 
Ringer Soak. WA 
A project of spiritual enrichment for five isolated 
rural communities through workshops with Fr. Tom 
Gleeson for personal reflection and community 
strengthening. Fr Tom has listened to and engaged 
with Aboriginal men and women for many years. Fr 
Tom undertook a number of one on one sessions, 
worked with school staff and local community 
members in contemplation, meditation and 
formation.  
Funds contributed to airfares and accommodation. 
$2,000  

Master weaver Margaret Duncan weaving at the Strong Women's Centre in Kalumburu.  
(See Project above) 
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FROM OUR TREASURER BRIAN LENNON 

The 2016 -17 financial year was 
one in which the continued 
success of the Foundation 
provided the opportunity for the 
Board to take a longer term 
view on investment policy. This 
has led to the Foundation 
placing its investment funds in 
Australian l isted investment 
companies rather than utilising 
fund managers. This is expected 
to increase investment returns,  
albeit with some increase in year 
to year volatility in asset values. 
Over time, the  intention is to 
expand the investment pool 
significantly through investment 
returns and bequests as they 
become available, so that 
ultimately each year’s earnings 
will provide a contribution to the 
Foundation’s operations.   
 
The markedly higher level of 
donations received in the 
2015-16 financial year was 
maintained in 2016-17. However, 
the high workload involved in 
the assessment and follow up of 
the many grant applications 
received has contributed to an 
increase in the operat ing 
expenses of the Foundation. 
That is a corol lary of the 
Foundation’s focus on providing 
small grants as a means of 
making best use of funds 
available for disbursement. 
Choices available to manage 
these increased costs include 
seeking suitably skilled volunteers 
to assist with the assessment 
work.  
 
An attractive feature of the 
Foundation to major donors is its 
ability to offer them the chance 
to choose to fund a set of small 

grants which they can select 
f r o m a r a n g e o f v e t t e d 
applications aligned to their 
interests and preferences. It is 
hoped more donors will be 
attracted by this feature but at 
the same t ime this desi re 
reinforces the need to manage 
associated costs.  
 
Another means of reducing 
costs may be for the Foundation 
to obtain Deduct ib le Gi f t 
Recipient status in its own right 
(rather than just through the 
existing arrangement with the 
Foundat ion for Rura l and 
Regional Renewal), but this step 
may well be associated with the 
Foundation beginning to directly 
manage some projects itself. 
Such a development could 
necessitate the engagement of 
o t h e r s u i t a b l y q u a l i f i e d 
volunteers to assist with projects 
and some associated costs may 
be incurred. These matters are 
under review by the Board. 
 
A summary of the data from the 
2016-17 financial statements is 
included in this report. Total 
equity of the Foundation rose by 
over 6% during the year. 

Brian Lennon  
Treasurer 

“Taking a longer term 
view on investment policy” 

Madelin from Invermay Primary 
School Tasmania, at her recorder 
class. Madelin was a participant 
in the Family Camp for Deaf and 
Hearing Impaired in Hagley in 
November 2016, funded by JWF. 
In July 2017 Lorraine Groves MSS, 
member of the John Wall is 
Foundation Hobart Branch and 
Liz McAloon visited Madelin’s 
school. 



John Wallis Foundation: Continuing the Vision & Mission of the Missionary Sisters of Service   21 



John Wallis Foundation: Continuing the Vision & Mission of the Missionary Sisters of Service   22 

Liz McAloon 
Executive Officer 
John Wallis Foundation  
(part-time) 

Jill Elliot 
Financial Officer 
(Part-time) 

John Greaves 
Finance Manager 
(Part-Time) 

OUR STAFF 

Andrea Butler 
Administration 
Officer 
(Part-time) 

Greenpatch Pakenham a 2016 project – pictured here in full swing. This initiative 
offered gardening and basic wood working skills to  refugees within the Settlement 

Program of Catholic Care Pakenham. JWF funds contributed to securing the gardening 
shed and purchasing a 10,000 litre rain water tank for the garden.  

Members of the JWF Melbourne Branch visited in 2017. 
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OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 

‘ Deeds of giving are the very  
foundations of the world.’ 
Jewish saying derived from the Mishna Piekei Avot1:2 

THANK YOU! 
  
One again we were the recipients of many generous donations from 
across the country. Our Small Grants Program continues to flourish, 
and this year a number of great initiatives came directly from some of 
the John Wallis Foundation Branches across Australia. 
 
Everything we do is thanks to your generous support. We thank 
especially our major donors who contribute significantly to the annual 
Small Grants Program, and to all individual community members, 
organisations, and congregational members who donate regularly  to 
create a more just, equal and humane world. 
  

Port Pirie Women’s Retreat. South Australia. See page 12. 
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For more information about the John Wallis  Foundation, 
Bequests or to make a donation, please contact: 
Liz McAloon, Executive Officer 
 
JOHN WALLIS FOUNDATION 
PO Box 2075 Rangeview VIC 3132 
Ph: 03 9873 5520 
Fax: 03 9873 5457 
E: liz.mcaloon@johnwallisfoundation.org.au 
www.johnwallisfoundation.org.au 

Journeying with people in hope, Love and support... 

Weaving at the Strong Women’s Centre in Kalumburu, WA.  2017 JWF Grant 


